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CONCERNS OVER AFGHANISTAN’S MEMBERSHIP IN
SAARC ARISE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan
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With uncertainty hanging over the international representation of Afghanistan under the Taliban,
a question has risen over its membership in the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), which is scheduled to meet next in Islamabad. Veteran diplomats here
observed that the fate of Afghanistan’s membership, and even the future of the SAARC to some
extent, depends on the Taliban creating an inclusive government.
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“The responsibility of inviting the member countries lies with the host, which in this case is
Pakistan. After Tuesday’s meeting in Doha between Indian Ambassador Deepak Mittal and
Taliban’s Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanekzai, it appears that the South Block is not averse to
revising its policy. Ultimately, it depends on what kind of an inclusive government the Taliban
can create in Kabul,” said former Indian Ambassador K.P. Fabian.
Despite the Indo-Pakistan political problems that created a hurdle in the smooth functioning of
the SAARC in recent years, the organisation’s members have maintained coordination in dealing
with the pandemic. Pakistan, though not a beneficiary of India’s vaccine diplomacy, has
participated in discussions on the pandemic at virtual events.
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The question on representation of Afghanistan at the SAARC has come up especially since a
similar issue is yet to be addressed by the United Nations. Given the Taliban’s past of human
rights violations and violent methods, there are concerns about granting it a seat at the world
platform. India’s main challenge may arise if Pakistan insists on an unreformed Taliban
representing Kabul at the SAARC summit. A major disagreement on this line may even splinter
the SAARC, said an expert.
Afghanistan was admitted into the SAARC as the eighth member in 2007 when the country was
led by President Hamid Karzai. Over the years, it has found representation in many SAARC
projects covering education and sustainable development.
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CHINA OPENS FIRST ROAD-RAIL TRANSPORT LINK TO
INDIAN OCEAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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The first shipments on a newly-launched railway line from the Myanmar border to the key
commercial hub of Chengdu in western China, that provides China a new road-rail transportation
channel to the Indian Ocean, were delivered last week, state media reported on Tuesday.
A “test cargo” through what is being called the China-Myanmar New Passage arrived at the
Chengdu rail port in Sichuan province on August 27, the official China News Service reported.
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The transport corridor involves a sea-road-rail link. Goods from Singapore reached Yangon Port,
arriving by ship through the Andaman Sea of the northeastern Indian Ocean, and were then
transported by road to Lincang on the Chinese side of the Myanmar-China border in Yunnan
province. The new railway line that runs from the border town of Lincang to Chengdu, a key
trade hub in western China, completes the corridor.
“This passage connects the logistics lines of Singapore, Myanmar and China, and is currently
the most convenient land and sea channel linking the Indian Ocean with southwest China,” the
China News Service said, adding that "the one-way journey saves 20 to 22 days”.
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China also has plans to develop another port in Kyaukphyu in the Rakhine state, including a
proposed railway line from Yunnan directly to the port, but the progress there has been stalled
by unrest in Myanmar.
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Chinese planners have also looked at the Gwadar port in Pakistan as another key outlet to the
Indian Ocean that will bypass the Malacca Straits. Gwadar is being developed as part of the
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to the far western Xinjiang region, but has been slow
to take off amid concerns over security. The costs and logistics through CPEC are also less
favourable than the Myanmar route with the opening of the rail transport channel from the
Myanmar border right to western China’s biggest commercial hub, Chengdu. Transportation time
on the railway line from the Myanmar border to Chengdu takes three days.
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The Irrawaddy website that focuses on Myanmar news said the route is “the first to link western
China with the Indian Ocean”.
The railway line currently ends in Lincang on the Chinese side opposite the Myanmar border
trade town of Chin Shwe Haw. Plans are underway to develop Chin Shwe Haw as a “border
economic cooperation zone” under the Belt and Road Initiative.
The Irrawaddy said the route goes through Mandalay, Lashio and Hsenwi on the Myanmar side
and “is expected to become the lifeblood of international trade for China and Myanmar, while
providing a source of income for Myanmar’s military regime”.
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IT’S TIME TO BUILD BRICS BETTER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India
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The 13th BRICS summit is set to be held on September 9 in digital format under India’s
chairmanship. This plurilateral grouping comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa
is chaired by turn. India held the chair in 2012 and 2016 too. The preparatory meeting of Foreign
Ministers in June and dialogue at the BRICS Academic Forum in early August offered an
important opportunity to present an objective assessment of the grouping’s record amid differing
views of believers and sceptics. The importance of BRICS is self-evident: it represents 42% of
the world’s population, 30% of the land area, 24% of global GDP and 16% of international trade.
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, noting that BRICS was 15 years old, recently portrayed it
as a young adult, equipped with “thoughts shaped and a worldview concretised, and with a
growing sense of responsibilities.” Others tend to view it as caught up in angst and confusion
typical of a teenager.
BRICS | The coming together of the powerful five
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Still, member states have been carrying BRICS forward in an era of complex geopolitics. They
have bravely continued holding dozens of meetings and summits, even as China’s aggression in
eastern Ladakh last year brought India-China relations to their lowest point in several decades.
There is also the reality of the strained relations of China and Russia with the West, and of
serious internal challenges preoccupying both Brazil and South Africa. On the other hand, a
potential bond emerged due to the battle against COVID-19. In this backdrop, does BRICS truly
matter?
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Launched by a meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Brazil, Russia, India and China in 2006 and
riding on the political synergy created by regular summits since 2009, BRIC turned itself into
BRICS in 2010, with the entry of South Africa. The grouping has gone through a reasonably
productive journey. It strove to serve as a bridge between the Global North and Global South. It
developed a common perspective on a wide range of global and regional issues; established the
New Development Bank; created a financial stability net in the form of Contingency Reserve
Arrangement; and is on the verge of setting up a Vaccine Research and Development Virtual
Center.
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What are its immediate goals now? As the current chair, India has outlined four priorities. The
first is to pursue reform of multilateral institutions ranging from the United Nations, World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund to the World Trade Organization and now even the World
Health Organization. This is not a new goal. BRICS has had very little success so far, although
strengthening multilateralism serves as a strong bond as well as a beacon. Reform needs global
consensus which is hardly feasible in the current climate of strategic contestation between the
U.S. and China and the devastation caused by COVID-19 to health, lives and livelihoods.
Nevertheless, Indian officials rightly remind us that BRICS emerged from the desire to challenge
dominance (by the U.S.) in the early years of the century, and it remains committed to the goal
of counter-dominance (by China) now. Mr. Jaishankar observed that the “counter-dominance
instinct and principled commitment to multipolarity in all forms” is “written into the DNA of
BRICS.”
BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan finalised
The second is the resolve to combat terrorism. Terrorism is an international phenomenon
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affecting Europe, Africa, Asia and other parts of the world. Tragic developments concerning
Afghanistan have helped to focus attention sharply on this overarching theme, stressing the
need to bridge the gap between rhetoric and action. China, for example, feels little hesitation in
supporting clear-cut denunciations of terrorist groups, even as its backing of Pakistan, which is
heavily enmeshed with a host of international terrorist groups, remains steadfast.

m

In this context, BRICS is attempting to pragmatically shape its counter-terrorism strategy by
crafting the BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan containing specific measures to fight
radicalisation, terrorist financing and misuse of the Internet by terrorist groups. This plan is
expected to be a key deliverable at the forthcoming summit and may hopefully bring some
change.

BRICS opposes exceptionalism: China

S.
co

Promoting technological and digital solutions for the Sustainable Development Goals and
expanding people-to-people cooperation are the other two BRICS priorities. Digital tools have
helped a world adversely hit by the pandemic, and India has been in the forefront of using new
technological tools to improve governance. But enhancing people-to-people cooperation will
have to wait for international travel to revive. Interactions through digital means are a poor
substitute.

IA

Among other concerns, BRICS has been busy deepening trade and investment ties among its
member states. The difficulty stems from China’s centrality and dominance of intra-BRICS trade
flows. How to create a better internal balance remains a challenge, reinforced by the urgent
need for diversification and strengthening of regional value chains, all exposed during the
pandemic. Policymakers have been encouraging an increase in intra-BRICS cooperation in
diverse areas like agriculture, disaster resilience, digital health, traditional medicine and customs
cooperation.
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The idea of BRICS – a common pursuit of shared interests by the five emerging economies from
four continents – is fundamentally sound and relevant. The governments have invested huge
political capital in pushing the BRICS experiment forward, and its institutionalisation has created
its own momentum.
BRICS signs deal on cooperation in remote sensing satellite data sharing

cr

The five-power combine has succeeded, albeit up to a point. But it now confronts multiple
challenges: China’s economic rise has created a serious imbalance within BRICS; Beijing’s
aggressive policy, especially against India, puts BRICS solidarity under exceptional strain; and
BRICS countries have not done enough to assist the Global South to win their optimal support
for their agenda. It is necessary for leaders, officials and academics of this grouping to
undertake serious soul-searching and find a way out of the present predicament.
A parting thought: BRICS negotiators need to master the art of brevity and tight drafting. When
they do so, they will realise that unduly lengthy communiqués are an index to the grouping’s
weakness, not strength.
Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House and a former High Commissioner to South
Africa
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IT’S TIME TO BUILD BRICS BETTER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India
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The 13th BRICS summit is set to be held on September 9 in digital format under India’s
chairmanship. This plurilateral grouping comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa
is chaired by turn. India held the chair in 2012 and 2016 too. The preparatory meeting of Foreign
Ministers in June and dialogue at the BRICS Academic Forum in early August offered an
important opportunity to present an objective assessment of the grouping’s record amid differing
views of believers and sceptics. The importance of BRICS is self-evident: it represents 42% of
the world’s population, 30% of the land area, 24% of global GDP and 16% of international trade.
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, noting that BRICS was 15 years old, recently portrayed it
as a young adult, equipped with “thoughts shaped and a worldview concretised, and with a
growing sense of responsibilities.” Others tend to view it as caught up in angst and confusion
typical of a teenager.
BRICS | The coming together of the powerful five
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Still, member states have been carrying BRICS forward in an era of complex geopolitics. They
have bravely continued holding dozens of meetings and summits, even as China’s aggression in
eastern Ladakh last year brought India-China relations to their lowest point in several decades.
There is also the reality of the strained relations of China and Russia with the West, and of
serious internal challenges preoccupying both Brazil and South Africa. On the other hand, a
potential bond emerged due to the battle against COVID-19. In this backdrop, does BRICS truly
matter?
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Launched by a meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Brazil, Russia, India and China in 2006 and
riding on the political synergy created by regular summits since 2009, BRIC turned itself into
BRICS in 2010, with the entry of South Africa. The grouping has gone through a reasonably
productive journey. It strove to serve as a bridge between the Global North and Global South. It
developed a common perspective on a wide range of global and regional issues; established the
New Development Bank; created a financial stability net in the form of Contingency Reserve
Arrangement; and is on the verge of setting up a Vaccine Research and Development Virtual
Center.
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What are its immediate goals now? As the current chair, India has outlined four priorities. The
first is to pursue reform of multilateral institutions ranging from the United Nations, World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund to the World Trade Organization and now even the World
Health Organization. This is not a new goal. BRICS has had very little success so far, although
strengthening multilateralism serves as a strong bond as well as a beacon. Reform needs global
consensus which is hardly feasible in the current climate of strategic contestation between the
U.S. and China and the devastation caused by COVID-19 to health, lives and livelihoods.
Nevertheless, Indian officials rightly remind us that BRICS emerged from the desire to challenge
dominance (by the U.S.) in the early years of the century, and it remains committed to the goal
of counter-dominance (by China) now. Mr. Jaishankar observed that the “counter-dominance
instinct and principled commitment to multipolarity in all forms” is “written into the DNA of
BRICS.”
BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan finalised
The second is the resolve to combat terrorism. Terrorism is an international phenomenon
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affecting Europe, Africa, Asia and other parts of the world. Tragic developments concerning
Afghanistan have helped to focus attention sharply on this overarching theme, stressing the
need to bridge the gap between rhetoric and action. China, for example, feels little hesitation in
supporting clear-cut denunciations of terrorist groups, even as its backing of Pakistan, which is
heavily enmeshed with a host of international terrorist groups, remains steadfast.
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In this context, BRICS is attempting to pragmatically shape its counter-terrorism strategy by
crafting the BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan containing specific measures to fight
radicalisation, terrorist financing and misuse of the Internet by terrorist groups. This plan is
expected to be a key deliverable at the forthcoming summit and may hopefully bring some
change.

BRICS opposes exceptionalism: China
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Promoting technological and digital solutions for the Sustainable Development Goals and
expanding people-to-people cooperation are the other two BRICS priorities. Digital tools have
helped a world adversely hit by the pandemic, and India has been in the forefront of using new
technological tools to improve governance. But enhancing people-to-people cooperation will
have to wait for international travel to revive. Interactions through digital means are a poor
substitute.
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Among other concerns, BRICS has been busy deepening trade and investment ties among its
member states. The difficulty stems from China’s centrality and dominance of intra-BRICS trade
flows. How to create a better internal balance remains a challenge, reinforced by the urgent
need for diversification and strengthening of regional value chains, all exposed during the
pandemic. Policymakers have been encouraging an increase in intra-BRICS cooperation in
diverse areas like agriculture, disaster resilience, digital health, traditional medicine and customs
cooperation.
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The idea of BRICS – a common pursuit of shared interests by the five emerging economies from
four continents – is fundamentally sound and relevant. The governments have invested huge
political capital in pushing the BRICS experiment forward, and its institutionalisation has created
its own momentum.
BRICS signs deal on cooperation in remote sensing satellite data sharing
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The five-power combine has succeeded, albeit up to a point. But it now confronts multiple
challenges: China’s economic rise has created a serious imbalance within BRICS; Beijing’s
aggressive policy, especially against India, puts BRICS solidarity under exceptional strain; and
BRICS countries have not done enough to assist the Global South to win their optimal support
for their agenda. It is necessary for leaders, officials and academics of this grouping to
undertake serious soul-searching and find a way out of the present predicament.
A parting thought: BRICS negotiators need to master the art of brevity and tight drafting. When
they do so, they will realise that unduly lengthy communiqués are an index to the grouping’s
weakness, not strength.
Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House and a former High Commissioner to South
Africa
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TALIBAN URGED TO FORM INCLUSIVE GOVT.
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Taliban fighters celebrating the completion of the U.S. pullback on Wednesday.
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The Taliban should form an inclusive government that will bring national reconciliation in
Afghanistan, a group of eminent citizens, led by former External Affairs Minister K. Natwar
Singh, has said. Extending solidarity to the Afghanistan people, it stated that the people of India
stood “shoulder to shoulder” with them.
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“Afghanistan needs an inclusive government that facilitates national reconciliaton after four long
decades of wars and violence. Therefore, we appeal to the Taliban and other political forces to
begin an intra-Afghan peace process leading to a democratic government establishment,”
declared a statement issued by the Indian Friends of Afghanistan, which comprises former
Union Ministers Yashwant Sinha and Mani Shankar Aiyar and peace activist Sudheendra
Kulkarni.
The Taliban should ensure that no terrorist organisation is allowed to find sanctuary in
Afghanistan. The new power holders of Kabul should respect every Afghan citizen irrespective
of ethnicity, ideology or past political background. The Taliban should respect the rights of
women and safeguard the developmental projects, it said.
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The group appealed to the international community to not exclude any regional country from
“collaborative efforts to bring peace in Afghanistan”. “This requires India, Pakistan, China,
Russia, Iran and other countries to evolve and implement a common strategy, in cooperation
with themembers of the international community,” it stressed.
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“There should be no discrimination on grounds of religion in providing shelter to Afghans forced
to leave their country. India should permit temporary stay to Afghan journalists, artists and civil
society leaders feeling threatened by the conditions in their country,” the group added.
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WHAT DID AMERICA ACHIEVE IN AFGHANISTAN IN 20
YEARS?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Taking control:A Taliban fighter walking past shoppers in Kabul on Wednesday.AFP
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For the first time since October 2001, there are no American troops in Afghanistan. While
defending his decision to pull back the forces, U.S. President Joe Biden said on Tuesday he was
left with only two options after the withdrawal agreement the Trump administration signed with
the Taliban in February 2020 — either honour the deal or renege on it and send in more troops
to continue the war. “I was not going to extend this forever war, and I was not extending a
forever exit,” he said.
So the forever war has come to an end. What did the U.S. gain from it?

Mr. Biden said on Tuesday the U.S. invaded Afghanistan not because it was ruled by the
Taliban but because the September 11 attacks originated from Afghanistan. In early July, he
said “America didn’t go to Afghanistan to nation-build”. America’s primary objectives were to
disrupt al-Qaeda and capture or kill Osama bin Laden. The argument is that the Taliban were
not America’s main enemy and defeating them was not its primary objective.
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While it’s true that America went to Afghanistan because the 9/11 attacks originated from that
country, Mr. Biden’s assessment of the Taliban was not shared by his predecessors, as their
actions suggest. The Taliban had offered to surrender on modest terms in December 2001, but
President George W. Bush rejected the offer. America did not pull back from Afghanistan after
the Taliban regime fell. America did not withdraw after bin Laden was killed in 2011 either. The
U.S. stayed in Afghanistan, propping up the Islamic Republic because American leaders were of
the view that a return of the Taliban to power would derail the global war on terror.
While it’s still debatable whether the Taliban have changed over the past 20 years, American
foreign policy thinking has clearly changed during this period. If the U.S. saw the Taliban, which
hosted al-Qaeda, as part of the problem in 2001 and removing them from power as a key goal of
the war on terror, in 2021, it extricated a victorious Taliban from the war on terror. The Taliban
are now a problem of the Afghans, not of Americans, according to the Biden doctrine.
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War on terror

When the U.S. invaded Afghanistan, it was touted as the first step in what Mr. Bush called a
global war on terrorism. Where does that war stand now?
In 2001, al-Qaeda was largely concentrated in Afghanistan. The U.S. invasion and the fall of the
Taliban led to al-Qaeda’s disintegration. The terrorist outfit was driven underground, but was not
defeated. Over the years, new branches of al-Qaeda sprang up in different parts of the world. Of
them, the deadliest was al-Qaeda in Iraq, which was led by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi after the U.S.
invasion of Iraq in 2003. The Jordan-born terrorist was killed in a U.S. strike in 2006, but the AQI
transformed into the Islamic State of Iraq, which later became the dreaded Islamic State (IS) that
declared a Caliphate and established a proto-state across Iraq and Syria in 2014.
Modest gains
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The IS’s physical infrastructure was destroyed by both coordinated and separate war efforts by a
group of powers, including the U.S., Iran, Iraq, Kurdish and Shia militias, Syria and Russia. But
the rump of the outfit continues to operate in parts of Syria and Iraq. The IS has also established
provinces in other parts of the world, including the IS West Africa Province (ISWAP) and the IS
Khorasan Province (ISKP) that claimed responsibility for the August 26 Kabul blasts in which
about 200 people were killed, including 13 Americans. Al-Qaeda has also established a strong
presence in Africa, particularly in the Sahel region, where they have carried out dozens of
attacks in recent years, killing hundreds. So if al-Qaeda was an organised terrorist machinery
concentrated in Afghanistan in 2001, it’s now a decentralised amalgam that has metastasised
across the world.
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The U.S. can take credit for disrupting al-Qaeda’s networks in Afghanistan — which it thinks has
neutralised the terrorists’ capability to strike the American mainland — and for killing bin Laden.
But the question American policymakers and public faces is whether it was required to stay 20
years in Afghanistan, spend over $2 trillion and lose over 2,300 soldiers to meet these modest
objectives.
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BRICS ENERGY REPORT 2021, BRICS ENERGY
TECHNOLOGY REPORT 2021 AND BRICS ENERGY
RESEARCH DIRECTORY 2021 LAUNCHED VIRTUALLY
BY SHRI KRISHAN PAL GURJAR
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India
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Union Minister of State for Power and Heavy Industries,Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar, today chaired
the “Meeting of BRICS Ministers of Energy” under the Chairship of India. The Energy Ministers
of BRICS Countries and delegates attended the virtual meeting.During the Meeting, BRICS
Energy Report 2021, BRICS Energy Technology Report 2021 and BRICS Energy Research
Directory 2021 were launched virtually by Shri Gurjar, in the presence of the Energy Ministers of
BRICS Countries. This was the 6th meeting of BRICS Energy Ministers and a joint communique
was adopted.
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Addressing the meet, Shri Gurjar emphasised upon the need of promoting energy efficiency and
renewables to combat adverse effect of climate change. He also welcomed the efforts made by
Energy professionals from Brazil, India, China South Africa and Russia in ensuring regular
power supply despite difficult circumstances due to Covid 19 conditions. During the
Summit,India also reiterated focus on one sun, one world and one grid as the initiative proposed
by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.

ac
k

Shri Gurjar underlined that India is committed to improving the quality of life of its citizens by
ensuring adequacy of electricity availability. He said, “The ‘Power for All’ by 2022 program is a
major step in this direction. We have achieved universal access. We added 28 million
consumers in just about 18 months, which was the fastest expansion access anywhere in the
world, and much of it is due to the fact that we went in for renewables in a major way.”

cr

The Ministers from other BRICS countries, Russia, China, Brazil and South Africa also
highlighted their targets and achievements in the field of energy transition and climate change.
This Energy Ministers’ Summit of BRICS countries was the concluding event as part of the
energy dialogue between member countries, since April 2021. Various events like hydrogen
webinar, building energy efficiency and battery storage were conducted and saw participation of
large number of experts from these countries.
Energy Ministers recognized the unprecedented impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
energy sector. It was noted that electricity security and resilient energy systems are more
indispensable than ever for providing uninterrupted supply of energy. They commended the
contribution made by energy professionals in BRICS Countries and efforts taken by international
communities to cope with the adverse impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the energy sector.
***
MV/IG
Union Minister of State for Power and Heavy Industries,Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar, today chaired
the “Meeting of BRICS Ministers of Energy” under the Chairship of India. The Energy Ministers
of BRICS Countries and delegates attended the virtual meeting.During the Meeting, BRICS
Energy Report 2021, BRICS Energy Technology Report 2021 and BRICS Energy Research
Directory 2021 were launched virtually by Shri Gurjar, in the presence of the Energy Ministers of
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BRICS Countries. This was the 6 meeting of BRICS Energy Ministers and a joint communique
was adopted.
Addressing the meet, Shri Gurjar emphasised upon the need of promoting energy efficiency and
renewables to combat adverse effect of climate change. He also welcomed the efforts made by
Energy professionals from Brazil, India, China South Africa and Russia in ensuring regular
power supply despite difficult circumstances due to Covid 19 conditions. During the
Summit,India also reiterated focus on one sun, one world and one grid as the initiative proposed
by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.
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Shri Gurjar underlined that India is committed to improving the quality of life of its citizens by
ensuring adequacy of electricity availability. He said, “The ‘Power for All’ by 2022 program is a
major step in this direction. We have achieved universal access. We added 28 million
consumers in just about 18 months, which was the fastest expansion access anywhere in the
world, and much of it is due to the fact that we went in for renewables in a major way.”
The Ministers from other BRICS countries, Russia, China, Brazil and South Africa also
highlighted their targets and achievements in the field of energy transition and climate change.
This Energy Ministers’ Summit of BRICS countries was the concluding event as part of the
energy dialogue between member countries, since April 2021. Various events like hydrogen
webinar, building energy efficiency and battery storage were conducted and saw participation of
large number of experts from these countries.
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Energy Ministers recognized the unprecedented impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
energy sector. It was noted that electricity security and resilient energy systems are more
indispensable than ever for providing uninterrupted supply of energy. They commended the
contribution made by energy professionals in BRICS Countries and efforts taken by international
communities to cope with the adverse impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the energy sector.
***
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FINANCE MINISTER SMT. NIRMALA SITHARAMAN
LEADS INDIAN DELEGATION IN 11TH UK-INDIA
ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL DIALOGUE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - UK
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The 11th India-United Kingdom Economic and Financial Dialogue (EFD) was held here today,
virtually chaired by Indian Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman and the United Kingdom Treasury Chancellor Mr. Rishi Sunak.

S.
co

The Indian delegation included Governor RBI, Chairman SEBI, Chairman IFSCA, Secretary
Economic Affairs and other representatives from Ministry of Finance, Ministry of External Affairs
and Indian High Commission, UK.
The UK delegation included Governor Bank of England, CEO Financial Conduct Authority,
Economic Secretary and other representatives from UK HMT.
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The Dialogue, inter alia, covered discussions on economic cooperation on multilateral issues,
including G20 and COP26. Both sides deliberated on furthering of Financial Services
collaboration with special emphasis on Fin-Tech and GIFT City, annual India-UK Financial
Market Dialogue and measures underway to reform financial markets. Infrastructure
development and promotion of sustainable finance and climate finance were also discussed.
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Private sector initiatives under India-UK Financial Partnership (IUKFP) and India-UK Sustainable
Finance Working Group including its progress were also discussed. The Climate Finance
Leadership Initiative (CFLI) India partnership was launched today by both sides which aims to
work with financial institutions, corporates, and existing sustainable finance initiatives to
accelerate efforts to mobilise capital into India. Both sides agreed to continue to work together to
mobilise finances via multilateral and private means and sharing relevant experience, including
of the UK’s upcoming sovereign green bond issuance.
The 11th Economic and Financial Dialogue concluded with adoption of Joint Statement by Union
Finance Minister and Chancellor of Exchequer of United Kingdom and release of the Joint
Statement on Climate Finance Leadership Initiative (CFLI) India partnership.
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Enclosure:

1. Joint Statement of 11th India-UK Economic and Financial Dialogue
2. Joint Statement of Climate Finance Leadership Initiative Partnership
****
RM/KMN
The 11th India-United Kingdom Economic and Financial Dialogue (EFD) was held here today,
virtually chaired by Indian Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman and the United Kingdom Treasury Chancellor Mr. Rishi Sunak.
The Indian delegation included Governor RBI, Chairman SEBI, Chairman IFSCA, Secretary
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Economic Affairs and other representatives from Ministry of Finance, Ministry of External Affairs
and Indian High Commission, UK.
The UK delegation included Governor Bank of England, CEO Financial Conduct Authority,
Economic Secretary and other representatives from UK HMT.
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The Dialogue, inter alia, covered discussions on economic cooperation on multilateral issues,
including G20 and COP26. Both sides deliberated on furthering of Financial Services
collaboration with special emphasis on Fin-Tech and GIFT City, annual India-UK Financial
Market Dialogue and measures underway to reform financial markets. Infrastructure
development and promotion of sustainable finance and climate finance were also discussed.
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Private sector initiatives under India-UK Financial Partnership (IUKFP) and India-UK Sustainable
Finance Working Group including its progress were also discussed. The Climate Finance
Leadership Initiative (CFLI) India partnership was launched today by both sides which aims to
work with financial institutions, corporates, and existing sustainable finance initiatives to
accelerate efforts to mobilise capital into India. Both sides agreed to continue to work together to
mobilise finances via multilateral and private means and sharing relevant experience, including
of the UK’s upcoming sovereign green bond issuance.
The 11th Economic and Financial Dialogue concluded with adoption of Joint Statement by Union
Finance Minister and Chancellor of Exchequer of United Kingdom and release of the Joint
Statement on Climate Finance Leadership Initiative (CFLI) India partnership.
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1. Joint Statement of 11th India-UK Economic and Financial Dialogue
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2. Joint Statement of Climate Finance Leadership Initiative Partnership
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Date : 2021-09-04

INDIA, U.S. SIGN PROJECT AGREEMENT ON AIRLAUNCHED UAV
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA
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India and the United States signed a project agreement (PA) on July 30 for an Air-Launched
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (ALUAV) under the ambit of the Defence Technology and Trade
Initiative (DTTI), the Defence Ministry said in a statement on Friday.
The PA was inked between the Ministry and the U.S. Department of Defence (DoD) by the cochairs of the Joint Working Group (JWG) on Air Systems under the DTTI.
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ALUAV prototype

“The PA outlines the collaboration between Air Force Research Laboratory, Indian Air Force,
and Defence Research and Development Organisation towards design, development,
demonstration, testing and evaluation of systems to co-develop an ALUAV prototype,” the
statement from the Defence Ministry said.

Significant step
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The PA fell under the Research, Development, Testing and Evaluation Memorandum of
Agreement between the Ministry and the DoD that was first signed in January 2006 and
renewed in January 2015, the statement added.
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It was a significant step towards deepening technology collaboration between the two nations
through the co-development of equipment, it stated.
The DTTI’s main aim was to bring a sustained leadership focus on promoting collaborative
technology exchange and creating opportunities for co-production and co-development of future
technologies for the military forces of both nations.
Under the DTTI, JWGs on land, naval, air, and aircraft carrier technologies had been established
to focus on mutually agreed projects in the respective domains.
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Date : 2021-09-04

INDIA-RUSSIA FRIENDSHIP HAS STOOD TEST OF
TIME, SAYS MODI
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia
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The India-Russia friendship has “stood the test of time”, Prime Minister Narendra Modi asserted
on Friday while virtually addressing the Far Eastern Economic Forum 2021, currently under way
in the Russian port city of Vladivostok.
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Mr. Modi’s remarks came days after Russia abstained from a crucial Afghanistan and terrorismrelated resolution at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), where India served as the
President for August.
He mentioned a number of areas spanning connectivity, space research and ship-building,
which, he stated, were redefining the strategic bilateral partnership. “The friendship between
India and Russia has stood the test of time. Most recently, it was seen in our robust cooperation
during the COVID-19 pandemic, including in the area of vaccines. The pandemic has highlighted
the importance of the health and pharmaceutical sectors in our bilateral cooperation. Energy is
another major pillar of our strategic partnership,” he noted and asserted that the India-Russia
energy partnership could stabilise the global energy market.
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Mr. Modi announced that an energy and trade bridge from Vladivostok to Chennai was taking
shape.
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The speech, however, did not mention the situation in Afghanistan even though substantial
consultation had taken place between the two sides on the deteriorating security situation in the
war-torn country. Mr. Modi called up Russian President Vladimir Putin on August 24 to discuss
Afghanistan among other issues. While India is concerned about the fallout of the Taliban
takeover of Kabul on Kashmir, Russia is worried about a similar spillover along its southern
borders. During the discussion on the UNSC Resolution 2593 on August 31, Russia claimed that
the draft statement divided terrorists as “ours versus theirs” and abstained alongside China.
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Mr. Modi said Vladivostok was the confluence of Eurasia and the Pacific. “In Indian history and
civilization, word, the term ‘ sangam ’ has a special meaning. It means confluence or coming
together of rivers, people or ideas. In my view, Vladivostok is truly a ‘ sangam ’ of Eurasia and
the Pacific. India will be a reliable partner of Russia in realising this vision,” he observed.
The modern ship-building facility at Zvezda and the Mazagaon Docks Limited would work
together for the “construction of some of the most important commercial ships in the world”.
The Eastern Economic Forum is being attended by Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri.
The forum was set up by a decree of Mr. Putin in 2015 to support the economic development of
Russia’s far east and “expand international cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region”.
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Date : 2021-09-07

WHAT IS THE ‘FOOD EMERGENCY’ IN SRI LANKA?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

People queuing outside a supermarket to buy essential food items in Colombo.AFPISHARA S.
KODIKARA
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On August 30, 2021, Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, using powers vested in the
country’s Public Security Ordinance, declared Emergency regulations pertaining to the
distribution of essential food items. The regulations sought to empower authorities to provide
essential food items at a “concessionary rate” to the public by purchasing stocks of essential
food items, including paddy, rice and sugar, at government-guaranteed prices, and prevent
market irregularities and hoarding.
President Rajapaksa has appointed Major General N.D.S.P. Niwunhella as the Commissioner
General of Essential Services. In the week since the regulations were promulgated, several
questions have risen on their legal ambit, and their likely impact on the country’s larger
economic crisis persisting for two years now.
Is there a precedent?
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What is the criticism?

IA

According to Austin Fernando, a retired civil servant who served as Commissioner General of
Essential Services in the 1980s, the post came into prominence after the 1983 ‘Black July’ riots
to ensure that affected families — Tamils who were targeted and attacked — had food supplies
and other essentials; to facilitate their movement and return to their homes. “I held the post from
1986 to 1988 and was also tasked to look after the requirements of thousands of displaced in
the North and East affected by the conflict,” he told The Hindu .

Criticism of the Emergency regulations has largely been over the government’s legal choices,
and their political implications.
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In a commentary on the regulations published in Sri Lankan media, senior constitutional lawyer,
and former parliamentarian Jayampathy Wickramaratne argued that the government — with a
comfortable parliamentary majority — “had all the time in the world” to bring in any legislation
needed to deal with the crisis but opted not to do so.
“The danger is that given the present government’s propensity to stifle dissent, emergency
regulations would be used to curb protests and other democratic action”, he wrote in The Island
newspaper.
Is there a food shortage?
There is fear of one. The possibility has grabbed international headlines, with the government’s
drastic measures against hoarding, triggering speculation over food security in Sri Lanka that is
home to 21 million people. Fuelling the speculation are different factors, including the country’s
known reliance on imports for essentials — such as petroleum, sugar, dairy products, wheat,
medical supplies — its fast-dwindling foreign reserves, from $7.5 billion in November 2019 to
$2.8 billion in July 2021, and the daunting foreign debt repayment schedule in the coming years.
The pandemic’s lethal blow since early 2020, to all major sources of foreign exchange earnings
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— exports, worker remittances and tourism — has further compounded the economic stress.
Sri Lanka’s economy contracted by 3.6 % last year. According to the Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
the Sri Lankan rupee depreciated by 10.1% against the dollar this year. It hovered around 200
against a dollar last week.
The fear of a possible food shortage also stems from the Rajapaksa administration’s decision in
April to ban import of chemical fertilizers and adopting an “organic only” approach.
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Meanwhile, many, especially daily-wage earners, and low-income families, are complaining
about being unable to afford, and in many cases access, essentials such as milk, sugar, and rice
during the current lockdown, imposed on August 20 following a rapid surge in daily Covid-19
cases and fatalities, and extended twice since.

What’s govt.’s response?

S.
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Prices of essential commodities — including rice, dhal, bread, sugar, vegetables, fish — have
risen several times during the pandemic, and more rapidly in recent weeks.

The government has denied reports of a food shortage. In a statement responding to
international media reports, the Department of Government Information accused traders of
creating an “artificial shortage”. With the recent Emergency regulations, the government has
“dealt with the situation,” it said.
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Few outside the government think so. “These Emergency regulations are not sustainable,” said
K. Amirthalingam, Professor of Economics at the University of Colombo. “Sri Lanka does not
have a universal public distribution system or ration cards that can ensure essential goods reach
all consumers. The current regulations do not address our fundamental economic problem, and
instead pose the risk of creating black markets,” he told The Hindu .
In his view, the recent measures, coupled with the government’s move last year to restrict import
of non-essential goods, are taking Sri Lanka back in time. “After four decades since our
economy was liberalised, we are going back to 1970s,” he said, referring to the time when then
Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike promoted import substitution, a policy that her critics
associate with food shortage and long queues of people waiting outside shops to buy essentials.
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Date : 2021-09-07

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY AND INDIAN NAVY
COMMENCE BILATERAL EXERCISE – ‘AUSINDEX’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia
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Indian Navy Task Group comprising IN Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt, under the Command of Flag
Officer Commanding, Eastern Fleet, Rear Admiral Tarun Sobti, VSM is participating in the 4th
edition of AUSINDEX from 06 to 10 Sep 21. Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Anzac Class Frigate,
HMAS Warramunga which participated in Exercise MALABAR along with the IN units is also part
of the exercise. This edition of AUSINDEX includes complex surface, sub-surface and air
operations between ships, submarines, helicopters and Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft of
the participating Navies.
The participating Indian Naval Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt are the latest indigenously designed
and built Guided Missile Stealth Frigate and Anti-Submarine Corvette respectively. They form
part of the Indian Navy's Eastern Fleet based at Visakhapatnam under the Eastern Naval
Command.
Commenced in 2015 as a bilateral IN-RAN maritime exercise, AUSINDEX has grown in
complexity over the years and the 3rd edition of the exercise, held in 2019 in the Bay of Bengal,
included anti-submarine drills for the first time.
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In the Fourth Edition, the surface units of both the countries will be exercising with HMAS
Rankin, a Collins Class Australian Submarine, Royal Australian Air Force P-8A and F-18A
aircraft, along with integral helicopters of both the Navies. The exercise will provide an
opportunity for both Navies to further bolster inter-operability, gain from best practices and
develop a common understanding of procedures for Maritime Security Operations.
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The exercise is a true representation of Joint Guidance signed by the Chief of the Naval Staff, IN
and Chief of Navy, RAN on 18 Aug 21. This important document is aligned to the '2020
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership' between the two nations and aims to further consolidate
shared commitment to regional and global security challenges promoting peace, security and
stability in the Indo-Pacific region. The conduct of this exercise despite COVID restrictions is
also a testimony of existing synergy between the participating Navies.
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Indian Navy Task Group comprising IN Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt, under the Command of Flag
Officer Commanding, Eastern Fleet, Rear Admiral Tarun Sobti, VSM is participating in the 4th
edition of AUSINDEX from 06 to 10 Sep 21. Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Anzac Class Frigate,
HMAS Warramunga which participated in Exercise MALABAR along with the IN units is also part
of the exercise. This edition of AUSINDEX includes complex surface, sub-surface and air
operations between ships, submarines, helicopters and Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft of
the participating Navies.
The participating Indian Naval Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt are the latest indigenously designed
and built Guided Missile Stealth Frigate and Anti-Submarine Corvette respectively. They form
part of the Indian Navy's Eastern Fleet based at Visakhapatnam under the Eastern Naval
Command.
Commenced in 2015 as a bilateral IN-RAN maritime exercise, AUSINDEX has grown in
complexity over the years and the 3rd edition of the exercise, held in 2019 in the Bay of Bengal,
included anti-submarine drills for the first time.
In the Fourth Edition, the surface units of both the countries will be exercising with HMAS
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Rankin, a Collins Class Australian Submarine, Royal Australian Air Force P-8A and F-18A
aircraft, along with integral helicopters of both the Navies. The exercise will provide an
opportunity for both Navies to further bolster inter-operability, gain from best practices and
develop a common understanding of procedures for Maritime Security Operations.
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The exercise is a true representation of Joint Guidance signed by the Chief of the Naval Staff, IN
and Chief of Navy, RAN on 18 Aug 21. This important document is aligned to the '2020
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership' between the two nations and aims to further consolidate
shared commitment to regional and global security challenges promoting peace, security and
stability in the Indo-Pacific region. The conduct of this exercise despite COVID restrictions is
also a testimony of existing synergy between the participating Navies.
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Date : 2021-09-08

IN PANJSHIR, THE ODDS WERE AGAINST REBELS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Battle pause:Anti-Taliban forces taking rest on a hilltop in the Panjshir province, in this
September 1 photo.AFP
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At no point in Afghanistan’s multi-directional civil war that started in the 1970s, was Panjshir
taken over by forces that were hostile towards the local guerrillas. It is from the Valley, ringed by
the Panjshir mountains in the north and the Kuhestan mountains in the south, Ahmad Shah
Massoud, the renowned Tajik commander who was assassinated by al-Qaeda two days prior to
the 9/11 attacks, resisted the Soviets and later the Taliban.
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In the 1980s, the Soviets made several inroads to the Valley, but they couldn’t hold it in the face
of repeated attacks by Massoud’s guerrillas. In the 1990s when the Taliban were in power, they
were kept at the foothills of Panjshir by the Northern Alliance. But now, three weeks after the
Taliban recaptured Kabul, the Islamists haveclaimed that they are in total control of Panjshir, for
the first time.

Resistance in the past

IA

When Kabul fell on August 15, the First Vice President, Amrullah Saleh, a Panjshiri himself,
retreated to the Valley where he joined hands with Ahmad Massoud, the 32-year-old son of
Ahmed Shah Massoud. Their National Resistance Front (NRF) of Afghanistan vowed to
continue fighting against the Taliban, reliving the memories of the past. But this time, the odds
were against the resistance from the very beginning.
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In the 1970s, when Afghanistan became a republic, Ahmad Shah Massoud, who was a member
of the Muslim Youth, the student wing of the Jamiat-e Islami, started an uprising in Panjshir
against President Daoud Khan with help from the Pakistani intelligence. When Khan put down
the rebellion, Massoud fled to Pakistan. But he would return to Panjshir after the communists
took over Kabul in 1978.
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In the Panjshir Valley, literally the valley of five lions, Massoud built a guerrilla resistance against
the communists, with help coming from the U.S., Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. The aid, along with
the rugged terrain and guerrilla warfare, allowed Massoud to hold out against the Red Army.
In 1996 when the Taliban took power in Kabul, Massoud, who was the Defence Minister of the
post-communist Mujahideen government (1992-96), retreated to Panjshir along with President
Burhanuddin Rabbani, who was his mentor from the anti-Soviet days. They formed the Northern
Alliance, a broad coalition of anti-Taliban warlords, who established their control in northern
Afghanistan, including Panjshir Valley and Badakhshan and Takhar provinces.
Badakhshan shares a long border with neighbouring countries, including Tajikistan and China.
The Northern Alliance had direct access to Tajikistan and thereby Central Asia through the
border crossings, which allowed them to sustain the resistance against the Taliban. The
Northern Alliance also got support from other regional players, mainly India, Russia and Iran. In
2001, when the U.S. invaded Afghanistan after the 9/11 attacks, northern Afghanistan became
the staging ground and the Northern Alliance fought with the Americans to topple the Taliban
regime.
Twin-pronged strategy
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In their second coming, the Taliban seemed to be aware of the challenges that could emanate
from the north. On May 1, the day the remaining U.S.-led international troops started
withdrawing as part of President Joe Biden’s plan, the Taliban launched a new offensive
targeting the northern provinces of Afghanistan. They took districts by districts, finally taking over
Badakhshan province, including the crossings with Tajikistan. The Taliban did not attack
Panjshir, but seized all provinces around Panjshir. So by the time provincial capitals started
falling on August 6, Panjshir had already become an island surrounded by the Taliban with no
direct access by land to Tajikistan.
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Secondly, the Taliban had started a charm offensive to win over Afghanistan’s neighbours, who
had backed anti-Taliban forces in the past, long ago. The Taliban delegation had visited Moscow
many times starting in 2018. Mullah Mansour, the former Taliban leader, was killed in a U.S.
strike in 2015 when he was travelling from Iran to Pakistan, suggesting that Tehran had also
established contacts with the Taliban leadership.
China was one of the first countries that declared a willingness to work with the Taliban after the
fall of Kabul. What the Taliban did in all these cases was to turn their biggest weakness — ties
with transnational terrorist organisations — into an opportunity. They promised Iran, Russia and
China that they would not host or aid terrorist groups that are opposed to those countries’
interests. In return, the Taliban want those countries not to help any resistance forces within
Afghanistan.
Fall of Panjshir
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So when Mr. Saleh and Mr. Massoud Jr. started resistance against the Taliban from an isolated
Panjshir after the fall of Kabul, they were on their own. They neither had any direct access to a
friendly border (say, Tajikistan) nor direct military assistance from regional players such as
Russia, Iran or Tajikistan.
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They still called for resistance, perhaps to extract concessions from the Taliban before the new
government was formed. The Taliban held talks with Panjshir representatives but did not make
any concessions. The Taliban wanted a total surrender. Immediately after the U.S. troops were
out of the country on August 31, the Taliban launched the Panjshir offensive aimed at taking
over the Valley.
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The Taliban now claim that they have the control of the entire Panjshir province. Their
supporters have posted photos of the Taliban’s white flag raised at the provincial headquarters
at Bazarak, Panjshir’s capital. But the NRF says their guerrillas are in the strategic locations and
that the fight is not over, while the whereabouts of Mr. Saleh and Mr. Massoud Jr. are unknown.
It’s likely that the NRF, under attack, has retreated to the mountains, allowing the Taliban to take
over the provincial capital and the main artery to the Valley.
But any NRF plan to regroup and counter-attack the Taliban would depend on regional support,
which would, in turn, depend on whether the Taliban could establish a stable government in
Afghanistan and whether they could keep the promises they made to regional powers.
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Date : 2021-09-10

PRIME MINISTER CHAIRS 13TH BRICS SUMMIT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired the 13th BRICS Summit virtually today.

m

The theme of the Summit, chosen by India, was, BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation for
Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus.
The Summit saw the participation of all other BRICS Leaders - President Jair Bolsonaro of
Brazil, President Vladimir Putin of Russia, President Xi Jinping of China, and President Cyril
Ramaphosa of South Africa.
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Prime Minister expressed his appreciation for the cooperation received from BRICS partners
during India's Chairship this year, which allowed the achievement of several new initiatives.
These included the first BRICS Digital Health Summit; the first BRICS Ministerial Joint
Statement on multilateral reforms; a BRICS Counter-Terrorism Action Plan; an Agreement on
cooperation in field of remote-sensing satellites; a virtual BRICS vaccine Research &
Development Centre; BRICS Alliance on Green Tourism, etc.
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Highlighting the leading role that BRICS countries can play in the post-COVID global recovery,
Prime Minister called for enhanced BRICS cooperation under the motto of 'Build-back
Resiliently, Innovatively, Credibly and Sustainably'.
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Elaborating on these themes, Prime Minister stressed the need for accelerating 'build-back' by
enhancing speed and accessibility of vaccination, creating 'resilience' by diversifying pharma
and vaccine production capacities beyond the developed world, fostering 'innovation' by
creatively using digital tools for public good, ensuring reform of multilateral institutions to
enhance their 'credibility', and promoting 'sustainable' development by articulating a common
BRICS voice on environmental and climate issues.
The leaders also discussed important regional and global issues, including recent developments
in Afghanistan. There was convergence of views on the threat posed by growth of terrorism and
extremism, and all BRICS partners agreed to accelerate implementation of the BRICS Action
Plan on Counter-Terrorism.
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At the conclusion of the Summit, the leaders adopted the 'New Delhi Declaration'.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired the 13th BRICS Summit virtually today.
The theme of the Summit, chosen by India, was, BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation for
Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus.
The Summit saw the participation of all other BRICS Leaders - President Jair Bolsonaro of
Brazil, President Vladimir Putin of Russia, President Xi Jinping of China, and President Cyril
Ramaphosa of South Africa.
Prime Minister expressed his appreciation for the cooperation received from BRICS partners
during India's Chairship this year, which allowed the achievement of several new initiatives.
These included the first BRICS Digital Health Summit; the first BRICS Ministerial Joint
Statement on multilateral reforms; a BRICS Counter-Terrorism Action Plan; an Agreement on
cooperation in field of remote-sensing satellites; a virtual BRICS vaccine Research &
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Development Centre; BRICS Alliance on Green Tourism, etc.
Highlighting the leading role that BRICS countries can play in the post-COVID global recovery,
Prime Minister called for enhanced BRICS cooperation under the motto of 'Build-back
Resiliently, Innovatively, Credibly and Sustainably'.
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Elaborating on these themes, Prime Minister stressed the need for accelerating 'build-back' by
enhancing speed and accessibility of vaccination, creating 'resilience' by diversifying pharma
and vaccine production capacities beyond the developed world, fostering 'innovation' by
creatively using digital tools for public good, ensuring reform of multilateral institutions to
enhance their 'credibility', and promoting 'sustainable' development by articulating a common
BRICS voice on environmental and climate issues.
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The leaders also discussed important regional and global issues, including recent developments
in Afghanistan. There was convergence of views on the threat posed by growth of terrorism and
extremism, and all BRICS partners agreed to accelerate implementation of the BRICS Action
Plan on Counter-Terrorism.
At the conclusion of the Summit, the leaders adopted the 'New Delhi Declaration'.
END
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Date : 2021-09-10

INDIA AND DENMARK LAUNCH CENTRE OF
EXCELLENCE ON OFFSHORE WIND
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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NEW DELHI : In what may help provide a push to India’s offshore wind power generation plans,
India and Denmark on Thursday launched the ‘Centre of Excellence on Offshore Wind’ as part
of the green strategic partnership between the two nations.
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This assumes significance, given that the ministry of new and renewable energy (MNRE) has
set a target of adding 30 gigawatts (GW) of offshore wind energy projects by 2030. India plans
to leverage scale to lower offshore energy tariffs by harnessing the enormous wind power
potential along its 7,600km coastline.
“Union minister for power and new and renewable energy, R.K. Singh met with Dan Jørgensen,
Danish minister for climate, energy and utilities here today," MNRE said in a statement and
added, “Centre of Excellence on Offshore Wind launched jointly by the two ministers."
This renewed push for green energy comes at a time when the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change said extreme weather events will impact lives, livelihoods, and businesses in
India and South Asia.
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“This centre will at the outset be centred on four working groups a) spatial planning; b) financial
framework conditions; c) supply chain infrastructure; and d) standards and testing. In the initial
phases, the centre of excellence (CoE) will focus on the offshore wind sector. In the medium to
long term, the vision is that the centre will broaden to include a wider group of international
governments and players, accumulating experience and best practices on offshore wind and
become an international centre for offshore wind and with broader links to new and renewable
energy," the statement said.
This comes at a time when India is the only major economy with actions in line with keeping
global warming below 2°C of pre-industrial levels and the only G20 country whose energy
transition is in sync with this goal, according to the Union government.
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“R.K. Singh underlined to the Danish side that energy transition towards green is an important
part of India’s policy. He pointed out that Prime Minister in his Independence Day speech has
set a target of 450 GW of RE capacity by 2030. The minister went on to say that already our
whole renewable energy portfolio is at 146 GW. He stated that India is the only G20 country
whose actions are in consonance with the Paris climate agreement with regard to global rise in
temperature," the statement said.
In what may strengthen India’s climate commitment credentials in the run up to UN Climate
Change Conference (COP-26), its emissions have been reduced by 28% over 2005 levels,
against the target of 35% by 2030.
“Discussing the potential of green energy, Singh said that India is looking at making Ladakh and
islands such as Andaman Nicobar and Lakshadweep green in energy including transport," the
statement added.
This comes against the backdrop of India resisting the pressure of declaring a net zero emission
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goal. Instead, India has called out nations on their carbon neutral intent announcements and
termed them ‘meaningless’.
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PRESS STATEMENT OF RAKSHA MANTRI SHRI
RAJNATH SINGH AFTER ‘2+2’ MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE
BETWEEN INDIA & AUSTRALIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia
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Full text of Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh’s press statement:
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Key Highlights:

“Excellency Ms Marise Payne and Excellency Mr Peter Dutton, Dr Jaishankar, Ladies and
gentlemen, it is a great honor and pleasure to receive both the ministers from Australia for the
inaugural 2+2 India – Australia Ministerial Dialogue. The 2+2 dialogue signifies the importance
of the India – Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. India and Australia share an
important partnership which is based on a shared vision of free, open, inclusive and prosperous
Indo-Pacific region. As two democracies we have a common interest in peace and prosperity of
the entire region.
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Today we have had in-depth and wide ranging discussion with Minister Payne and Minister
Dutton on bilateral and regional issues. We have discussed various institutional frameworks for
wide ranging collaboration including defence cooperation and fight against global pandemic. We
exchanged views on Afghanistan, Maritime Security in the Indo-Pacific, cooperation in
multilateral formats and other related topics.
During the discussions both sides emphasised the need to ensure free flow of trade, adherence
to international rules and norms and sustainable economic growth in the entire region.
On the bilateral defence cooperation we decided to expand military engagements across
services, facilitate greater defence information sharing and to work closely for mutual logistic
support.
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In the context of Defence Cooperation, both sides were glad to note continued participation of
Australia in the Malabar Exercises. We invited Australia to engage India’s growing defence
industry and to collaborate in co-production and co-development of defence equipment.
Dr Jaishankar and I thank both the Australian ministers for their visit to India despite the
challenges of the pandemic. Both the sides agreed to continue the high level engagements to
build a strong and robust partnership.

Thank you very much.”
*****
ABB/Nampi/DK/RP/Savvy/ADA
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Full text of Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh’s press statement:
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“Excellency Ms Marise Payne and Excellency Mr Peter Dutton, Dr Jaishankar, Ladies and
gentlemen, it is a great honor and pleasure to receive both the ministers from Australia for the
inaugural 2+2 India – Australia Ministerial Dialogue. The 2+2 dialogue signifies the importance
of the India – Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. India and Australia share an
important partnership which is based on a shared vision of free, open, inclusive and prosperous
Indo-Pacific region. As two democracies we have a common interest in peace and prosperity of
the entire region.
Today we have had in-depth and wide ranging discussion with Minister Payne and Minister
Dutton on bilateral and regional issues. We have discussed various institutional frameworks for
wide ranging collaboration including defence cooperation and fight against global pandemic. We
exchanged views on Afghanistan, Maritime Security in the Indo-Pacific, cooperation in
multilateral formats and other related topics.
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During the discussions both sides emphasised the need to ensure free flow of trade, adherence
to international rules and norms and sustainable economic growth in the entire region.
On the bilateral defence cooperation we decided to expand military engagements across
services, facilitate greater defence information sharing and to work closely for mutual logistic
support.
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In the context of Defence Cooperation, both sides were glad to note continued participation of
Australia in the Malabar Exercises. We invited Australia to engage India’s growing defence
industry and to collaborate in co-production and co-development of defence equipment.
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Dr Jaishankar and I thank both the Australian ministers for their visit to India despite the
challenges of the pandemic. Both the sides agreed to continue the high level engagements to
build a strong and robust partnership.

Thank you very much.”
*****
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A SELECTIVE NUCLEAR POLICY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

In this satellite photo released by Planet Labs Inc., North Korea's main nuclear complex is seen
in Yongbyon just north of the capital Pyongyang on July 27, 2021. Photo: Planet Labs Inc. via
AP
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The resumption of North Korea’s largest fissile material production reactor, after operations were
ceased in December 2018, has sparked speculation about its real and symbolic significance.
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has underlined that the restart of activity in
Yongbyon constitutes a violation of UN Security Council resolutions.
This is the same reactor that the North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, in a bilateral summit in 2019
with then U.S. President Donald Trump, offered to fully dismantle in exchange for securing
complete relief from international economic sanctions, but to little avail. The ageing fivemegawatt reactor at the Yongbyon complex has been central to the North Korean reprocessing
of spent fuel rods to generate plutonium, besides the production of highly enriched uranium for
the development of atomic bombs. But observers also point to the diversification of the country’s
nuclear weapons and missile programmes to covert locations over time. Hence, they are
cautious not to exaggerate the importance of the recent reopening.
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North Korea media warns of nuclear strike on U.S. if provoked
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Indeed, the opaque nature of Pyongyang’s nuclear programme partly accounts for the current
confusion over the motives behind the restart of the reactor. In June 2008, in order to buttress its
denuclearisation commitment to the U.S. and four other countries, Pyongyang blew up the
cooling tower at the Yongbyon complex. The move did little to assuage the concerns of critics,
either regarding the plutonium stockpile the regime had amassed or its engagement in
clandestine nuclear proliferation.
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But it nevertheless led former U.S. President George W. Bush to ease some sanctions against
North Korea, which he had in 2002 dubbed part of the “axis of evil”. More controversial was
Washington’s decision to revoke, less than two years after Pyongyang’s first nuclear explosion
of 2006, the designation of “state sponsor of terrorism”. North Korea was placed on the terrorism
list after the 1987 bombing of a South Korean airplane.
A few months after blowing up the cooling tower in 2008, Pyongyang barred IAEA inspectors
access to its reprocessing plant in the Yongbyon complex and eventually expelled them the
following April. In November 2010 American scientist Siegfried Hecker confirmed accounts that
North Korea had rapidly built a uranium enrichment plant at Yongbyon.
North Korea parades military hardware to celebrate founding
The above sequence of developments was almost a rerun of events nearly a decade earlier. In
1994, Pyongyang barred IAEA access to the Yongbyon complex amid suspicions that the
country was generating plutonium from spent fuel. The U.S. had initially planned pre-emptive
precision strikes on the nuclear sites, but was deterred against such a misadventure by a
blueprint for a peace deal brokered by President Jimmy Carter. The so-called 1994 Agreed
Framework, an executive agreement signed by President Bill Clinton, required Pyongyang to
freeze all nuclear activity and allow inspection of its military sites in return for the construction of
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two light water reactors. The accord broke down in 2002.
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The Biden administration has adopted a pragmatic path of declaring its readiness to resume
negotiations with Pyongyang without the grandiose distractions of the Trump era that amounted
to exerting little diplomatic leverage. Meanwhile, Mr. Kim has spurned all such overtures until he
can win concrete relief from sanctions, especially those relating to raw materials exports. Apart
from the punitive impact of such measures on an impoverished people, the protracted stand-off
over North Korea reinforces the hollowness of the doctrine of deterrence and begs the question
whether proliferation can ever be prevented just because nuclear weapons states want to
perpetuate their dominance. The UN treaty on complete abolition of atomic arms, whose
deliberations were boycotted by all nuclear weapons states, is the morally superior alternative.
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Garimella Subramaniam is Director - Strategic Initiatives, AgnoShin Technologies Pvt Ltd

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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‘AFGHAN SOIL MUST NOT BE USED FOR TERROR’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia

Solid ties:Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with
their Australian counterparts Peter Dutton and Marise Payne.PTI-
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The international community wants to ensure that Afghanistan can never again become a “safe
haven” of terrorism, said Marise Payne, Foreign Minister of Australia.
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Addressing the media after the inaugural “2+2” Minister-level meeting here on Saturday, India
and Australia displayed a common approach to the Afghan crisis, with External Affairs Minister
Jaishankar saying the policy is summed up by the Security Council Resolution 2593.
“We do share very strong interests in ensuring that Afghanistan never again becomes a safe
haven for breeding or training of terrorists and that is an abiding concern of the international
community,” Ms. Payne said, laying out the convergence of Indian and Australian policies
towards the “interim government” that the Taliban have set up in Kabul.
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“Our approach is very similar. In a way, it is summed up by UN Security Council Resolution
2593, which emphasises most of all, Afghanistan must not allow its soil to be used in any
manner by any body for terrorism,” said Mr. Jaishankar, who avoided describing the Taliban
regime as a government, instead referring to it as a “dispensation”.
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The statements by the Ministers indicated the lingering concern about the Taliban’s links with
global terrorism that was further amplified as the dialogue was held on the 20th anniversary of
the 9/11 attacks, which Ms. Payne described as an attack not just on the U.S. but also on the
“modern, pluralist, democratic world”.
Days after the UNSC resolution, Taliban spokesperson Suhail Shaheen said his organisation
can raise issues concerning “Kashmir, India or any other country”. The remark indicated a transborder agenda of the Taliban reminiscent of its previous government that was toppled after the
9/11 attacks.
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Ms. Payne said the immediate concern of Australia was to ensure that those with visas of other
countries wishing to leave Afghanistan should be allowed to do so “safely”. She said Afghanistan
faced a humanitarian emergency because of a drought-like situation and displacement of
domestic population.
“We are very conscious of the impact of violence and breaches of human rights of the
Afghanistan community, and again call for the fundamentals of human rights to be observed,”
she said, urging the UN Food Programme and other relief organisations to ensure help for the
war-affected citizens.
Accompanied by Defence Minister Peter Dutton along with his counterpart, Rajnath Singh, Ms.
Payne focused on the erosion of women’s rights since the fall of Kabul. “I would also strongly
reinforce Australia’s views in relation to the position of women and girls,” she said, calling for
safeguarding their rights that were promoted in the past two decades.
Mr. Singh and Mr. Dutton highlighted the maritime domain and urged for an “open and inclusive”
Indo-Pacific region. “The important partnership between India and Australia is based on the
shared vision of the Indo-Pacific region as a free, open, inclusive and prosperous domain,” said
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Mr. Singh, adding that both sides have agreed to collaborate on logistical support.
Mr. Dutton formally announced that Australia will invite India to the “Exercise Talisman Sabre” in
2023 and said Canberra will increase its defence diplomatic representation in New Delhi.
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Mr. Jaishankar raised the difficulties faced by Indian students who secured admission in
Australian universities but are unable to attend on-campus lectures because of COVID-19
related travel restrictions. Ms. Payne responded saying the restrictions would be lifted in phases
and she would herself be present at the airport to welcome when the Indian students return to
Australia.
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NORTH KOREA TESTS NEW ‘LONG-RANGE CRUISE
MISSILE’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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North Korea said on Monday that it successfully tested newly developed long-range cruise
missiles over the weekend, the first known testing activity in months, underscoring how the
country continues to expand its military capabilities amid a stalemate in nuclear negotiations with
the United States.
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The state-run Korean Central News Agency reported that the missiles showed they can hit
targets 1,500 Km away on Saturday and Sunday. State media published photos of a projectile
being fired from a launcher truck and what looked like a missile traveling in the air.
The North hailed its new missiles as a “strategic weapon of great significance” — wording that
implies they were developed with the intent to arm them with nuclear warheads.
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North Korea says it needs nuclear weapons in order to deter what it claims is hostility from the
U.S. and South Korea — and has long attempted to use the threat of such an arsenal to extract
economic aid or otherwise apply pressure. The North and ally China faced off against South
Korea and U.S.-led UN forces in the 1950-53 Korean War, a conflict that ended in an armistice
that has yet to be replaced with a peace treaty.
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INDIA, UK AIM TO CONCLUDE MINI TRADE DEAL BY
MARCH NEXT YEAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - UK
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India and UK are aiming to launch trade negotiations by November 2021 with an eye to
conclude a mini trade deal by March 2022 and later a comprehensive free trade agreement. The
matter came up during discussions held between trade minister Piyush Goyal and his British
counterpart Secretary of State Elizabeth Truss on Monday.
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Proposed FTA between India & UK is expected to unlock extra ordinary business opportunities
and generate jobs. Both sides have renewed their commitment to boosting trade in a manner
which benefits all.
Speaking on the occasion, Goyal said since the declaration on launch of Enhanced Trade
Partnership, announced by Prime Ministers on 4 May, both countries have made substantial
progress on various aspects of the partnership. “The bilateral working groups (BWGs) for
different tracks have been formed to understand ambitions, interests and sensitivities of each
other to facilitate accelerated progress during negotiations. The meetings of these BWGs are
presently in progress and are likely to be completed by September, 2021," Goyal was quoted to
have said in a statement released by the commerce ministry.
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The trade minister said an “interim trade agreement", as a first step of an FTA would allow both
sides to immensely benefit from the early gains of the partnership. “In services, certain services
of mutual interest may be included in the Interim Agreement through request offer approach
wherein we may include priority sectors which are immediately deliverable. If necessary, we may
also explore signing of few Mutual Recognition Agreements in selective services like nursing
and architecture services," he added.
Goyal said he was hopeful that these BWG discussions would help both sides in understanding
each other’s policy regimes when both sides begin their “joint scoping discussions", beginning
on 1 October 2021, for finalizing the terms of reference (TORs) for launch of negotiations in
November.
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Truss on Monday night tweeted: Today @PiyushGoyal & I launched trade working groups to lay
the groundwork for our forthcoming UK-India trade deal, which will: boost access to more than a
billion consumers; bolster our science and tech industries; support jobs in both countries."
The UK has been scouting for trade partners after Brexit and is likely to prioritize trade deals
with the US, Australia and New Zealand but is also keen to engage with fast-growing emerging
markets like India. The UK hopes India will sharply cut its 150% basic customs duty on scotch
whisky under the FTA which would widely open up Britain’s third-largest exports market for
scotch whisky by volume after France and the US.
Goyal said there is tremendous interest in the business community in both countries about this
FTA. “There is keenness to have an early conclusion of negotiations for quick and early
economic benefits to businesses on both sides. Substantial work has already been done and
extensive stakeholder consultations have been held involving industry/business associations,
export promotion councils, buyers/sellers associations, regulatory bodies,
ministries/departments, public research bodies etc. The consultation paper was also made
public for wider participation as well," he added.
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POSITIVE CLIMATE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON INDIA
ENGAGING THE U.S.
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA
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India’s front-line position as third highest emitter of greenhouse gases has sharpened focus on
its future policy course to mitigate carbon emissions under the Paris Agreement. It has an
irrefutable claim to a big part of the remaining global carbon budget, along with other smaller
nations with low historical emissions, but room for manoeuvring has shrunk in a world facing
record temperatures and calamitous weather events. There is escalating pressure for India to
commit itself to a date when it can achieve net zero — removing as much GHGs as it emits —
on the lines of the goal set by the U.S. and the European Union for mid-century, and 2060 by
China. Declaring a net zero plan under the Paris pact is a disquieting prospect since it would
impose expensive choices, particularly in energy production. That conundrum has been
addressed, at least partially, by visiting U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry,
with the promise of financing and technology to make renewable energy the core of future
development. Specific areas of cooperation to bring down emissions — in the expansion of
transport, buildings and industry — and facilitating funding for 450 GW of renewable energy by
2030 can advance the India-U.S. Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership. More
clarity on the bilateral road map towards emissions reduction may come at the COP26
conference in November. India, meanwhile, needs to get all States to mitigate emissions and
help them adapt to climate-linked extreme weather and atmospheric pollution caused by fossil
fuels.
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At the end of 2020, a year marked by COVID-19 and many destructive storms, the Union
Environment Ministry declared that the country had achieved 21% of its 33%-35% target to cut
emissions intensity of GDP by 2030, and, similarly, was generating 37.9% of the 40% of power
from renewables. Though encouraging, the immediate challenge lies in coming up with an
adaptation framework to help those at highest risk — the millions living in the path of annual
cyclones, including residents of populous coastal cities. Raising the ability of city administrations
to handle tens of millions of litres of water regularly dumped in just a few days requires planning,
funding and political commitment. Making low-cost insurance available for houses against
climate-related losses will raise resilience, and lead to audits, encouraging governments to
reduce risks. The Paris Agreement can easily fund much-needed urban retrofitting and boost
employment. There is also a health imperative. Heat stress has a severe impact, causing higher
mortality among the vulnerable elderly. These are growing problems, but they also represent an
opportunity to steer post-COVID-19 policies towards benign, green development. For a lowemissions future, policies must put nature at the centre.
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PARTNERS IN THE INDO-PACIFIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with their
Australian counterparts Peter Dutton and Marise Payne on September 11, 2021. Photo:
Twitter/@DefenceMinIndia via PTI
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A few days ago, India’s Defence Minister and External Affairs Minister held the inaugural ‘2+2’
talks with their Australian counterparts. Both countries are taking several steps to implement
their vision of a peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.

Also read
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India and Australia have completed one year of their Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and
their bond is deepening. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison elevated their bilateral strategic partnership to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
in June 2020. Their personal connection is providing the political framework and impetus to this
partnership. There is a growing convergence of views on geo-strategic and geo-economic
issues backed by a robust people-to-people connection. Both countries have stepped up
collaborations through institutions and organisations on many issues in bilateral, trilateral,
plurilateral and multilateral formats. Further, elevation of their ‘2+2’ Foreign and Defence
Secretaries’ Dialogue to the ministerial level emphasises the positive trajectory of their
transforming relations.

India, Australia to intensify talks on Free Trade Agreement over next two months
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Both countries have an enduring interest in a free, open, inclusive and rule-based Indo-Pacific
region. It includes stability and freedom of navigation for all nations in the region. Given their
common security challenges and in order to enhance regional security architecture, both
countries have intensified bilateral security cooperation. They have also stepped up security
dialogue with key partner-countries to deepen coordination in areas where security interests are
mutual. The Malabar naval exercise by the Quad (Australia, India, Japan, the U.S.) is a step in
this direction. While this signals deeper engagement and cooperation between the Quad
countries at the strategic level, at the tactical level, it also allows the navies to develop and
enhance advanced warfare tactics. In the Malabar naval exercise of 2021, India was
represented by the Indian navy stealth frigate INS Shivalik and anti-submarine warfare corvette
INS Kadmatt, while Australia was represented by its Anzac-class frigate HMAS Warramonga.
Trading between India and Australia has seen remarkable growth in recent years. Two-way
trade between them was valued at $24.4 billion in 2020. The Indian economy is not only one of
the largest economies in the world, but it is also going through a tectonic economic
transformation. In this endeavour, Australia is a valued partner as both draw their congruence
from a rule-based international order, believe in inclusive economic integration in the IndoPacific region, and face challenges from a belligerent China. Trade is rapidly growing and
encompasses agribusiness, infrastructure, healthcare, energy and mining, education, artificial
intelligence, big data and fintech. Both countries are working to build a long-term sustainable
economic relation. In a joint communique last month, India’s Commerce and Industry Minister
and the Australian Trade Minister announced that an early harvest agreement by December will
pave the way for an early conclusion of a bilateral Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement between both countries.
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But despite the growth in trade, India and Australia need to resolve old issues that pose a barrier
to deeper economic integration. India has a high tariff for agriculture and dairy products which
makes it difficult for Australian exporters to export these items to India. At the same time, India
faces non-tariff barriers and its skilled professionals in the Australian labour market face
discrimination.
India committed on strategic tie-up with Australia: Rajnath Singh
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India-Australia relations have deepened in the last few decades owing to the alignment of
strategic interests driven by a common value system. Both are vibrant democracies which have
respect for international laws and a belief in the equality of all nations irrespective of their size
and strength. It is expected that the ‘2+2’ dialogue will provide substance to this partnership.
Expected meetings between the two Prime Ministers will further deepen political understanding
and open more avenues for collaborations. Beyond bilateralism, both countries are also entering
into partnerships with like-minded countries, including Indonesia, Japan and France, in a
trilateral framework.
Also read | India, Australia must stand together, says Scott Morrison

The Quad has gained momentum in recent months. The time is ripe for these countries to
deliberate on a ‘Quad+’ framework. The geo-political and geo-economic churning in international
affairs makes it imperative for India and Australia to forge a partnership guided by principles with
a humane approach.
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Rajeev Ranjan Chaturvedy is Associate Professor at Nalanda University, Rajgir, and Kingshuk
Saha is a Bengaluru-based researcher. Views are personal

ac
k

Our code of editorial values

cr

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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IMPORTANCE OF COOPERATION, COLLABORATION &
CONNECTIONS IN SCIENCE HIGHLIGHTED ATBRICS
YOUNG SCIENTISTS FORUM
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

m

Dr Renu Swarup, Secretary Department of Science and Technology and Department of
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology highlighted the importance of cooperation,
collaboration and connections for science to move forward, at the BRICS Young Scientists
Forum.
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“We know exactly the role S&T innovation has played over the globe to fight the potent war
against the pandemic and cooperation, collaboration and connections have been important tools
in the path,” she said during her inaugural address of the sixth edition of the BRICS Young
Scientists Forum (BRICS YSF) organized by the Department of Science & Technology (DST), in
collaboration with the National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru (NIAS).

DrSwarup encouraged countries to have a science driven agenda and to focus on the
importance of globally common themes of translation, generation and application of knowledge.
Focusing on the importance of data generation, data analysis and application, she encouraged
the participation of youth in these areas and requested scientists to concentrate on precision
medicine, genomic tools and biomarkers to help with early detection of key diseases. DrSwarup
appealed to the global community to engage through innovation and incubation hubs for data
generation, analysis and application.
Prof ShaileshNayak, Director (NIAS) urged the participants to continue engaging in future
interactions and networking to produce sustainable solutions and facilitate innovative transition
into the future. Shri Sanjeev K Varshney, Head, International Cooperation, DST, emphasized
that BRICS conclave can function as a network building opportunity among the young scientists
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to solve common problems. To incentivize the collaborations, he also proposed fellowships
supported by the sponsors of the BRICS YSF 2021.
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The forum saw the participation of 125 scientists from the different countries. The delegations
from Brazil, Russia and India were headed by Mr. Carlos Matsumoto, Ms. Albina Kutuzova, and
Dr. Arvind Kumar respectively the delegations from China and South Africa were headed by Ms.
Li Wenjing, and Dr Stanley Maphosa.
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The BRICS-YSF summits were first hosted by India in 2016, followed by China in 2017, South
Africa in 2018, Brazil in 2019, and Russia in 2020. This year the four-day conclave started on 13
September 2021 would end on 16 September. The best young scientist with an idea on
innovation would be awarded at the BRICS-YSF 2021. Young innovator prize has been one of
the focuses of the BRICS-YSF and the award is supported by the DST, Government of India.
The next conclave would be organized by China in 2022.
<><><><><>
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Dr Renu Swarup, Secretary Department of Science and Technology and Department of
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology highlighted the importance of cooperation,
collaboration and connections for science to move forward, at the BRICS Young Scientists
Forum.
“We know exactly the role S&T innovation has played over the globe to fight the potent war
against the pandemic and cooperation, collaboration and connections have been important tools
in the path,” she said during her inaugural address of the sixth edition of the BRICS Young
Scientists Forum (BRICS YSF) organized by the Department of Science & Technology (DST), in
collaboration with the National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru (NIAS).
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DrSwarup encouraged countries to have a science driven agenda and to focus on the
importance of globally common themes of translation, generation and application of knowledge.
Focusing on the importance of data generation, data analysis and application, she encouraged
the participation of youth in these areas and requested scientists to concentrate on precision
medicine, genomic tools and biomarkers to help with early detection of key diseases. DrSwarup
appealed to the global community to engage through innovation and incubation hubs for data
generation, analysis and application.
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Prof ShaileshNayak, Director (NIAS) urged the participants to continue engaging in future
interactions and networking to produce sustainable solutions and facilitate innovative transition
into the future. Shri Sanjeev K Varshney, Head, International Cooperation, DST, emphasized
that BRICS conclave can function as a network building opportunity among the young scientists
to solve common problems. To incentivize the collaborations, he also proposed fellowships
supported by the sponsors of the BRICS YSF 2021.
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The forum saw the participation of 125 scientists from the different countries. The delegations
from Brazil, Russia and India were headed by Mr. Carlos Matsumoto, Ms. Albina Kutuzova, and
Dr. Arvind Kumar respectively the delegations from China and South Africa were headed by Ms.
Li Wenjing, and Dr Stanley Maphosa.
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The BRICS-YSF summits were first hosted by India in 2016, followed by China in 2017, South
Africa in 2018, Brazil in 2019, and Russia in 2020. This year the four-day conclave started on 13
September 2021 would end on 16 September. The best young scientist with an idea on
innovation would be awarded at the BRICS-YSF 2021. Young innovator prize has been one of
the focuses of the BRICS-YSF and the award is supported by the DST, Government of India.
The next conclave would be organized by China in 2022.
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U.S., U.K., AUSTRALIA FORM NEW PARTNERSHIP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Naval matters:A key feature of this pact will be to help Australia acquire nuclear-powered
submarines.Representative image

m

A week before a meeting of Quad leaders in Washington DC, the Biden administration, on
Wednesday, announced a new trilateral security partnership for the Indo-Pacific between
Australia, the U.K. and the U.S. (AUKUS).
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Speaking to reporters ahead of the announcement, senior (Biden) administration officials
outlined a trilateral grouping that was security focused, suggesting it was different from — but
complementary to — arrangements such as the Quad.
18-month plan

IA

A central feature of the partnership would involve a trilateral 18-month effort to help Australia
acquire nuclear-powered submarines which are quieter, more capable (than their conventional
counterparts) and can be deployed for longer periods, needing to surface less frequently. The
partnership would also involve a new architecture of meetings and engagements between the
three countries and also cooperation across emerging technologies (applied AI, quantum
technologies and undersea capabilities).
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Australia has felt increasing pressure from an assertive China, like other countries in the region,
and has sought to strengthen its partnerships with India, the U.S. and the U.K., including through
‘plurilateral’ forums. However, as in the case of the Quad, the U.S. officials denied the
partnership was a response to China.
“I do want to just underscore very clearly this partnership is not aimed [at] or about any one
country. It’s about advancing our strategic interests, upholding the international rules-based
order, and promoting peace and stability in the Indo- Pacific,” an official said.
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Officials suggested that Australia wanted to step up its game with regard to maritime security in
the Indo-Pacific region, and the partnership was a “down-payment” the U.K. was making on its
decision to engage more deeply with the Indo-Pacific.
Peace and stability
Calling the announcement “historic”, one of the administration officials on the call said it “reflects
the Biden administration’s determination to build stronger partnerships to sustain peace and
stability across the entire Indo-Pacific region”.
The official also said there are “no better allies than the United Kingdom and Australia” and that
the partnership was a “fundamental decision…that binds, decisively, Australia to the United
States and Great Britain for generations”.
“We undertake this effort as part of a larger constellation of steps, including stronger bilateral
partnerships with our traditional security partners in Asia: Japan, South Korea, Thailand, the
Philippines, and also stronger engagements with new partners like India, Vietnam, and new
formations like the Quad,” one of the officials said.
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Asked about extensions of this trilateral framework in future, an administration official said
AUKUS was “very rare” and a “one-off” and that the U.S. sharing this kind of technology on
nuclear submarines had been done only once before — with the U.K. and almost 70 years ago.
“I do not anticipate that this will be undertaken in other circumstances going forward,” the official
said.
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EXERCISE ZAPAD-2021 CULMINATES AT NOVGOROD,
RUSSIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Defence related developments

Exercise ZAPAD-2021, a seven day long Multilateral 'Joint Strategic Exercise' which saw
participation from seven countries culminated today at Mulino in the Novgorod Region of Russia.
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As part of the Exercise, strategic planning, tactical actions and manoeuvres were rehearsed and
executed jointly in conventional operational scenarios. The Joint Strategic Exercise included
defensive & offensive manoeuvres by the Coalition Forces to restore territorial integrity under
simulated combat conditions. New generation weapon systems and equipment were also
demonstrated by Russian Armed Forces during the exercise .
The closing ceremony conducted on 15 September 2021 highlighted the importance of joint
military training and close defence cooperation amongst the Contingents. The magnificent
ceremony was presided over by Lieutenant General Yunus-Bek Evkurov, Deputy Defence
Minister of the Russian Federation, who expressed his gratitude to the members of all
participating contingents and observers.
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Besides military training and exercise, the participating contingents showcased their skills in a
number of extra-curricular & sports activities including Football, Volleyball, Kettle Bell lifting, Arm
Wrestling, Tug of War and the cultural program. The exercise has promoted synergy and interoperability amongst the Armed Forces, and will help in forging closer military ties between the
nations. All contingent commanders expressed immense satisfaction in the conduct of the joint
exercise in terms of standards achieved and lessons learnt.
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Exercise ZAPAD-2021, a seven day long Multilateral 'Joint Strategic Exercise' which saw
participation from seven countries culminated today at Mulino in the Novgorod Region of Russia.
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As part of the Exercise, strategic planning, tactical actions and manoeuvres were rehearsed and
executed jointly in conventional operational scenarios. The Joint Strategic Exercise included
defensive & offensive manoeuvres by the Coalition Forces to restore territorial integrity under
simulated combat conditions. New generation weapon systems and equipment were also
demonstrated by Russian Armed Forces during the exercise .
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The closing ceremony conducted on 15 September 2021 highlighted the importance of joint
military training and close defence cooperation amongst the Contingents. The magnificent
ceremony was presided over by Lieutenant General Yunus-Bek Evkurov, Deputy Defence
Minister of the Russian Federation, who expressed his gratitude to the members of all
participating contingents and observers.
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Besides military training and exercise, the participating contingents showcased their skills in a
number of extra-curricular & sports activities including Football, Volleyball, Kettle Bell lifting, Arm
Wrestling, Tug of War and the cultural program. The exercise has promoted synergy and interoperability amongst the Armed Forces, and will help in forging closer military ties between the
nations. All contingent commanders expressed immense satisfaction in the conduct of the joint
exercise in terms of standards achieved and lessons learnt.
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AUKUS SEEKS TO RESHAPE INDO-PACIFIC TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Fresh ties:(from left) Australian Defence Minister Peter Dutton, Foreign Minister Marise Payne,
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.AFP
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Here's what it might mean for various players:

m

Australia, the U.K. and the U.S. (AUKUS) have announced they're forming a new security
alliance that will help equip Australia with nuclear-powered submarines. The alliance will see a
reshaping of relations in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond.

United States

Ten years ago under President Barack Obama, the U.S. began discussing the need to focus
more attention on the Indo-Pacific region while pivoting away from conflicts in West Asia.
Under President Joe Biden, the U.S. has now withdrawn its troops from Afghanistan while
finding that tensions with China have only grown.

Britain
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In the Pacific, the U.S. and others have been concerned about China’s actions in the South
China Sea and its antipathy toward Japan, Taiwan and Australia.
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In announcing the deal, none of the three leaders mentioned China. The U.S. had previously
only shared the nuclear propulsion technology with Britain. Mr. Biden said it was about ensuring
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific over the long term. Leaving the EU under Brexit has left
Britain seeking to reassert its global position. Part of that has been an increased focus — or tilt
— towards the Indo-Pacific.
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said the new alliance would allow the three nations to
sharpen their focus on an increasingly complicated part of the world.

cr

Australia

Under the arrangement, Australia will build at least eight nuclear-powered submarines using
U.S. expertise, while dumping a contract with France for diesel-electric submarines.
Experts say the nuclear submarines will allow Australia to conduct longer patrols and give the
alliance a stronger military presence in the region.
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said he had called the leaders of Japan and India to
explain the new alliance.
Japan, India, Australia and the U.S. already have a strategic dialogue known as ‘the Quad’. Mr.
Biden is set to host fellow Quad leaders at the White House next week.
France

Page 59
Australia told France it would end its contract with state majority-owned DCNS to build 12 of the
world’s largest conventional submarines. The contract was worth tens of billions of dollars.
France is furious, demanding explanations from all sides.
“It was really a stab in the back. We built a relationship of trust with Australia, and this trust was
betrayed,” said French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian on France-Info radio.
New Zealand

m

Left out of the new alliance is Australia’s neighbour New Zealand. It has a long-standing nuclearfree policy that includes a ban on nuclear-powered ships entering its ports. That stance has
sometimes been a sticking point in otherwise close relations with the U.S.
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Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said New Zealand wasn’t asked to be part of the alliance and
wouldn’t have expected an invitation. Still, it leaves New Zealand out of a deal to share a range
of information, including artificial intelligence, cyber and underwater defence capabilities.
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NO LINK BETWEEN AUKUS AND QUAD: GOVT.
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Focus point:Taliban fighters in Herat on Tuesday. The bilateral meeting will feature the
developments in Afghanistan.AFPHOSHANG HASHIMI
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will meet U.S. President Joe Biden and attend the Quadrilateral
(Quad) summit along with Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Japanese Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga on Friday, but there is “no link” between his meetings and the newly
announced Australia-U.K.-U.S. (AUKUS) alliance, the government said on Tuesday.

S.
co

In the first such comments indicating that New Delhi is distancing itself from the new partnership,
Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla said the Quad meeting would deal with issues such as the
pandemic, new and emerging technologies, climate change, infrastructure, maritime security,
education, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, while AUKUS was a “security alliance”.
“We are not party to this alliance. From our perspective, this is neither relevant to the Quad, nor
will it have any impact on its functioning,” Mr. Shringla told presspersons at a briefing on the
Prime Minister’s visit.
Afghan situation
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Mr. Modi is expected to begin his visit to the U.S. on September 24, and will hold talks with
Kamala Harris, the first U.S. Vice-President of Indian origin, in their first face-to-face meeting. He
will also meet a group of American business leaders and CEOs as well as hold bilateral
meetings with the Australian and Japanese heads of state. On September 25, Mr. Modi will meet
Mr. Biden and both leaders will attend the Quad summit subsequently. Mr. Modi is expected to
fly to New York later that evening and address the United Nations General Assembly the next
morning.
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“The bilateral meeting will also feature the current regional security situation following recent
developments in Afghanistan, and our stakes as a neighbour, and a long-standing and preferred
development partner of the people of Afghanistan. In this context, we would undoubtedly discuss
the need to see an end to radicalism, extremism, cross border terrorism and the dismantling of
global terrorist networks. They will also discuss the reform of the multilateral system, including
the UN Security Council,” Mr. Shringla said.
Apart from reviewing the India-U.S. comprehensive strategic global partnership, Mr. Modi and
Mr. Biden would discuss trade and investment ties, defence and security collaborations, and the
“green” strategic clean energy partnership during their bilateral meeting.
Mr. Shringla said the focus, in particular, would be on how to operationalise the four foundational
defence agreements that India and the U.S. have now signed.
When asked if Mr. Modi’s meetings and the Quad summit would be impacted or overshadowed
by the big U.S.-Australian defence partnership, Mr. Shringla said the two events were not linked
and denied the new partnership would mean that the Quad would only deal with “softer issues”.
‘Different visions’
“There is no link between AUKUS and Quad. AUKUS is a security alliance, Quad is a different
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group of countries working on a different vision… of the Indo Pacific as a free, open,
transparent, inclusive region. And in the same sentiment, the Malabar exercises [maritime
exercises involving Australia, India, Japan and the U.S.] are those that are done between
different nations and has nothing to do with Quad,” Mr. Shringla said. He also said India had
noted Australia’s clarification that the AUKUS partnership only dealt with nuclear power
technology, and hence, was not a case of “nuclear proliferation”.
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OECD PARES INDIA’S GROWTH OUTLOOK IN THIS
FISCAL TO 9.7%
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: OECD
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OECD data showed India is the worst hit among major economies, with its real GDP in June
quarter 15% less than pre-pandemic forecast while relative to December quarter of 2019, its
GDP is around 7% less
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NEW DELHI : The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has
pared its growth forecast for India by 20 basis points to 9.7% for this fiscal, citing continuing risks
from the pandemic.
The Paris-based organization also raised its inflation forecast for India by 50 basis points to
5.9% for this fiscal and by 70 basis points to 5.5% for the year after.
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“The risk of lasting costs from the pandemic also persists. The output shortfall from the prepandemic path at the end of 2022 in the median G20 emerging-market economy is projected to
be twice that in the median G20 advanced economy, and particularly high in India and
Indonesia," OECD, the 38-member intergovernmental organization, said in its latest interim
economic outlook issued on Tuesday. OECD had in June cut India’s growth projection for the
fiscal to 9.9% from 12.6% estimated in March as a resurgence of covid cases and lockdowns
threatened to stall the country’s nascent economic recovery.
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According to OECD data, India is the worst hit among major economies, with its real GDP in the
June quarter 15% lower than the pre-pandemic forecast and around 7% lower than the
December quarter.
For FY23, OECD reduced India’s growth projection by 30 basis points to 7.9%.
“High-frequency activity indicators, such as the Google location-based measures of retail and
recreation mobility, suggest global activity continued to strengthen in recent months, helped by
improvements in Europe and a marked rebound in both India and Latin America," the report
said.
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OECD said global GDP has now surpassed the pre-pandemic level, but output and employment
gaps remain, particularly in emerging-market and developing economies where vaccination
rates are low. “The economic impact of the Delta variant has so far been relatively mild in
countries with high vaccination rates but has lowered near-term momentum elsewhere and
added to pressures on global supply chains," it said.
Inflation has risen sharply in the US, UK, Canada and some emerging-market economies but
remains relatively low in many other advanced economies, particularly in Europe and Asia,
OECD said.
The difficult policy choices faced by some emerging-market economies with high debt and rising
inflation are also potential downside risks. “Governments need to ensure that all resources
necessary are used to deploy vaccinations as quickly as possible throughout the world to save
lives, preserve incomes and bring the virus under control," the report said.
OECD said the fiscal situation varies considerably among emerging-market economies and

Page 63
developing countries, but many face difficult trade-offs between supporting incomes, providing
adequate resources for the deployment of vaccines, and ensuring debt sustainability.
“Robust policy frameworks, improved revenue collection, and the reorientation of spending
towards health and social priorities would help to maintain investor confidence and strengthen
efforts to reduce the pandemic-related surge in poverty. Longer government debt maturities
would reduce the impact of any fluctuations in interest rates," the report said.
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INDIA MILITARY ACCELERATES HISTORIC OVERHAUL
TO COUNTER CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

m

A long-delayed plan to integrate India’s armed forces would allow for greater cooperation with
the US and its allies
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India’s long-delayed plans to overhaul its military are getting a new life as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government moves closer to the U.S. and its allies, which are strengthening
defense cooperation against China.
Modi, who will attend a meeting of Quad leaders at the White House Friday along with
Australia’s Scott Morrison and Japan’s Yoshihide Suga, is taking steps to undertake the biggest
reorganization of India’s military since independence in 1947. The moves to integrate the army,
air force and navy -- which now operate with little coordination -- come as the U.S. and U.K.
work with Australia to put more nuclear-powered submarines in Asia-Pacific waters.
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Last month, a newly created Department of Military Affairs ordered the Indian Army unit
overseeing the Pakistan border to draw up a plan for integrating with the navy and air force,
according to officials aware of the developments. That model will be replicated throughout the
country so the entire military is under a new operating structure by 2024, said the officials, who
asked not to be identified due to rules for speaking to the media.
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A more unified Indian armed forces would make it easier for the country to link up with militaries
from the U.S. and its allies in the event of a conflict. A key aspect of the AUKUS partnership
announced last week by the U.S., Australia and U.K. involves interoperability in a range of
defense areas -- something India currently lacks within its own forces.
“The Quad partners have previously found that they can only exercise with one Indian service at
a time -- for example, the navy but no air force, or air force but not navy," said David Brewster,
senior research fellow at the National Security College of the Australian National University who
wrote the book “India as an Asia Pacific Power." “This severely hampers cooperation when
many if not most operations will be joint."
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On Thursday in the U.S., Modi met separately with Morrison, Suga and U.S. Vice President
Kamala Harris ahead of the Quad meeting at the White House. In a tweet, his office noted
India’s “shared values" with the U.S. and said cooperation was “gradually increasing."
Over the decades, Indian leaders kept military command and control divided to avoid coups that
were once common in the neighborhood. While bureaucrats and military officials have resisted
proposals for unification that have been around since the 1990s, mostly due to turf wars, the
current structure is proving a disadvantage in countering China, which moved to a similar model
as the U.S. and Australia in 2016.
“The modernization of the Indian military is underway to meet the regional challenges and
technological changes," A. Bharat Bhushan Babu, a Defense Ministry spokesperson, said
without providing more details on the plan. The Indian Navy, Army and Air Force didn’t comment
immediately.
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The reorganization would create at least four theater commands: One in the west looking at
Pakistan, another in the east focused on China, a maritime command for the Indian Ocean
region and an air defense command, the officials said. The restive northern section of Jammu
and Kashmir will remain untouched for now, they added.
The move is designed to allow India’s military to operate seamlessly across land, sea, and air.
The theater commands would pool warships, patrol craft, soldiers and fighter jets, and work with
other missile and gun regiments that have a network of ground radars to handle threats along its
disputed borders with China and Pakistan, the officials said.
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While China has the largest standing army in the world, with more than 2.1 million troops, India
is second with a bloated ground force of 1.2 million regular soldiers and 960,000 reserves whose
pay and pensions absorb most of the defense budget. The Indian Army estimates that
organizing along theaters will yield economies of scale, cutting expenditure by about one-third
while concentrating power in a single office: the Chairman of the Joint Staff Committee.
“India’s siloed approach to training, planning and operations created a dissonance when working
with other more ‘modern’ militaries," said Anit Mukherjee, associate professor at the S.
Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore. “Over the last five years, the
challenges to the Indian military have grown manifold and it is an open question whether they
have been able to match those challenges."
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The Indian Air Force in particular has opposed the concept of multiple theaters, arguing that its
scarce resources will be spread too thin if they aren’t able to respond to threats in different parts
of the country, officials said.
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The three services still don’t have a common secure communication network, which was evident
in 2019 when Indian Air Force jets fired missiles into Pakistan to destroy an alleged terror
training camp in response to a suicide attack in Jammu and Kashmir that left 40 soldiers dead.
Indian Army units were put on alert but they weren’t told why or what to expect, according to a
senior officer who asked not to be identified.
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While India’s military answers to elected representatives, a tradition of political non-interference
has also allowed feuds between the three main services to flourish. That has also strengthened
the army, which commands more than 60% of total military spending, leading to a greater focus
on land borders over building the capacity to become a force in Indo-Pacific waters. “The
problem with India’s reorganization so far is the tendency to reinforce army dominance of the
defense force and reinforce a narrow focus on continental defense," said Brewster from the
Australian National University. “This may mean a reduced capability of Indian armed forces to
project power around the Indo-Pacific region in cooperation with the Quad partners."
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ANOTHER GROUPING: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
AUKUS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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In its first reaction to AUKUS, the new partnership between Australia, the U.S. and the U.K.,
India has made it clear that it does not welcome the announcement, nor does it wish to link
AUKUS to Indian interests. Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla said that AUKUS, which was
launched a week before the first in-person summit of leaders of the Australia-India-Japan-U.S.
Quadrilateral, will not affect plans to strengthen the Quad. He called them two very different
groupings, describing AUKUS as a security alliance, and indicating that security is not the
Quad’s main focus. Brushing aside criticism from China and Iran on the plans within the
partnership for the U.S. and the U.K. to develop nuclear-propelled submarines for Australia, he
said that India does not see AUKUS as nuclear proliferation. But New Delhi has noticed the
protests from others, especially France, that has lost a lucrative submarine deal in the bargain,
prompting Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to reach out
to their French counterparts. France has recalled its Ambassadors to the U.S. and Australia,
accusing them of betrayal by negotiating their defence partnership with the U.K., and without
informing European allies. The EU and ASEAN countries have been reserved in their reactions.
U.S. President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson have now spoken to French
President Emmanuel Macron, but it remains to be seen whether the damage to ties can be
reversed.
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Given the different reactions and widespread impact of the AUKUS partnership, India’s noncommittal note is not surprising. There are two sides to it. The promising possibilities of the
alliance include strengthening the Quad’s agenda to keep the Indo-Pacific region free, open and
inclusive. The alliance could also extend itself to bolstering the Quad’s efforts on maritime
exercises, security and efforts in countering COVID-19, climate change, cooperating on critical
technologies, and building resilient supply chains. More broadly, the U.S.’s three-fold messaging
on AUKUS seems to be in line with India’s hopes: that “America is back” after four years of
retrenchment from global issues; is as engaged with its Indo-Pacific flank as it is with its
Transatlantic flank, and is focused on partnerships with fellow democracies in particular. But the
concerns over AUKUS are considerable too: that the timing of the announcement of the deal just
before the Quad leaders meet could overshadow the latter, and also signal that the U.S. is
relegating the Quad to less substantive issues in the Indo-Pacific. With the sudden
announcement of AUKUS, a worry for New Delhi is that the U.S. is now promoting a security
partnership with its “Anglo-Saxon” treaty allies that it is excluded from, possibly upsetting the
balance of power in the region, and setting off new tensions to India’s east, adding to the
substantial turbulence in India’s west caused by the developments in Afghanistan.
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FIRST INDIA-AUSTRALIA JOINT WORKING GROUP
(JWG) ON “COAL AND MINES” HELD VIRTUALLY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia
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As a precursor to the upcoming India-Australia Energy Dialogue scheduled to be held on 13th
October, 2021, the first Joint Working Group (JWG) meeting on “Coal and Mines” between India
and Australia was held here today through Video conferencing.
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This was co-chaired by Shri Vinod Kumar Tiwari, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Coal, from the
Indian side and by Mr. Paul Trotman, Head of Resources Division from the Australian side. In
his opening remarks Shri Tiwari provided overview of the coal sector in India and presented
emerging scenario for future. He highlighted the priority areas to be included for possible
collaborations in coal and mining sectors in both the countries.
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The discussions focused on Indian coal resources in the present and future scenario, critical and
strategic minerals-demand and supply scenario & engagements with Australian counterpart,
India Australia collaboration on Clean Coal Technology, Surface Coal Gasification, Coal Bed
Methane, sharing of Technology deployed for fire quenching, Coal Based Hydrogen, Carbon
Capture Utilization & Storage(CCUS). Avenues for Business to Business collaboration on coal
technology, transfer of technology, cooperation on skill development and training, issues related
to coking coal import from Australia were discussed.
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Both the sides discussed about sharing their expertise on these issues for any possible future
collaboration and agreed that the discussions would also be carried forward beyond the confines
of this forum

.
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From the Indian side presentations were made on Resources, Technology, Sustainability and
Business Opportunities. Presentations from the Indian side were made by SmtVismitaTej, Joint
Secretary, Shri Anandi Prasad, Advisor, Ministry of Coal, Shri RanjitRath, CMD, KABIL, Shri
Peeyush Kumar, Chief Manager, CIL and Shri A.K Rana, Director, CMPDIL. Presentations from
the Australian side were made on Global Resources Strategy, Leveraging technologies and
infrastructure to decarbonise energy & industry, Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage (CCUS)
and trade and commodity relationship. An open house discussion was also held.

******
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MV/RKP

As a precursor to the upcoming India-Australia Energy Dialogue scheduled to be held on 13th
October, 2021, the first Joint Working Group (JWG) meeting on “Coal and Mines” between India
and Australia was held here today through Video conferencing.
This was co-chaired by Shri Vinod Kumar Tiwari, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Coal, from the
Indian side and by Mr. Paul Trotman, Head of Resources Division from the Australian side. In
his opening remarks Shri Tiwari provided overview of the coal sector in India and presented
emerging scenario for future. He highlighted the priority areas to be included for possible
collaborations in coal and mining sectors in both the countries.
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The discussions focused on Indian coal resources in the present and future scenario, critical and
strategic minerals-demand and supply scenario & engagements with Australian counterpart,
India Australia collaboration on Clean Coal Technology, Surface Coal Gasification, Coal Bed
Methane, sharing of Technology deployed for fire quenching, Coal Based Hydrogen, Carbon
Capture Utilization & Storage(CCUS). Avenues for Business to Business collaboration on coal
technology, transfer of technology, cooperation on skill development and training, issues related
to coking coal import from Australia were discussed.

Both the sides discussed about sharing their expertise on these issues for any possible future
collaboration and agreed that the discussions would also be carried forward beyond the confines
of this forum
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From the Indian side presentations were made on Resources, Technology, Sustainability and
Business Opportunities. Presentations from the Indian side were made by SmtVismitaTej, Joint
Secretary, Shri Anandi Prasad, Advisor, Ministry of Coal, Shri RanjitRath, CMD, KABIL, Shri
Peeyush Kumar, Chief Manager, CIL and Shri A.K Rana, Director, CMPDIL. Presentations from
the Australian side were made on Global Resources Strategy, Leveraging technologies and
infrastructure to decarbonise energy & industry, Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage (CCUS)
and trade and commodity relationship. An open house discussion was also held.
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VACCINE DIPLOMACY TO DISCUSSION ON INDOPACIFIC: 5 HIGHLIGHTS OF QUAD LEADERS MEET
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

The much-anticipated first in-person meeting of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (or Quad, of
India, the United States, Australia and Japan) was held in Washington.

m

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is participating in the Quad leaders meeting along with leaders of
the US, Japan, and Australia in Washington. US President Joe Biden is hosting all the leaders at
the White House.
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During the meeting, Prime Minister Narendra Modi also said that four nations of the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue came together in the interest of humanity when the world is
battling with COVID-19, adding that the Quad vaccine initiative will help Indo-Pacific nations.
Here are the latest developments from the first in-person meeting of Quad leaders:
PM Modi proposes common international travelling protocol

IA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposed a common international travelling protocol involving
mutual recognition of the COVID-19 vaccination certificate at Quad leaders meeting, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla said on Friday, adding that the proposal was "well-received"
by all leaders of Quad nations.
India tells Quad will allow export of 8 million Indo-Pacific vaccine doses
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi told fellow leaders of the Quad partnership on Friday India will
allow the export of 8 million COVID-19 vaccines by end of October in line with a deal reached by
the grouping of Australia, India, Japan and the United States in March, India's foreign secretary
said on Friday.
India says Biden agrees on Pakistan concerns in Afghanistan
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India said Friday that US President Joe Biden and other leaders agreed to keep a careful eye on
Pakistan, adding that its historic rival has been an "instigator" of trouble in Afghanistan.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi held his first in-person meeting with Biden and then took part in a
broader "Quad" summit with the leaders of Australia and Japan. During the talks, Modi shared
concerns about extremist elements in Afghanistan after the Taliban's takeover last month, Indian
officials said.
Focus of Quad is not on security apparatus: US
Amid the ongoing Quad Leaders' Summit, the United States on Friday (local time) emphasised
that the focus of the group is not on the "security apparatus" but issues like COVID, climate and
emerging technologies and infrastructure.
Indo-Pacific should be free from coercion, sovereign rights must be respected: Morrison
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison on Friday (local time) asserted said that the Indo-
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Pacific should be free from coercion in accordance with international law and sovereign rights
must be respected during his address at the Quad Summit in Washington.
Underlining the "extraordinary opportunities in the Indo-Pacific region, Morrison said,"it has wide
diversity, great wealth but many challenges that must be overcome. And we see the role of our
nations."
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
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Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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MODI IN US: TRADE WILL BE AN IMPORTANT FACTOR
IN INDIA-US TIES, PM TELLS JOE BIDEN. READ HERE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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The meeting between PM Modi and the US president will set the template for further
strengthening of bilateral ties
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday held a bilateral meeting with US President Joe Biden
and take part in the first in-person summit meeting of Quad leaders on the second day of his
significant visit to the US.
This was the first meeting between the two leaders since Biden assumed office as the US
President in January this year.
The two leaders were expected to review progress in the India-US Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership which is anchored in mutual trust, shared interests, goodwill and robust
engagement of their citizens.
The meeting comes in the background of the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan and the two
leaders will discuss regional and global issues of mutual interest.
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Since January, PM Modi and Biden have participated in three summits. Two of them were
hosted by President Biden - the Quad virtual summit in March and the Climate Change Summit
in April which was also held virtually. PM Modi also virtually took part in the G7 Summit held at
Cornwall in the UK in June this year.
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Here are the updates from the meeting:

#WATCH | Washington DC: US President Joe Biden recalls his visit to Mumbai as the then US
Vice President and, in a lighter vein, says, "Indian Press asked me if I have any relative in
India...Someone from the Indian Press said you have five Bidens in India..."
pic.twitter.com/Vv8KnNbYF9
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Prime Minister @narendramodi signs the visitor book in the Roosevelt Room of the White
House. Registering the spirit of friendship in ink. pic.twitter.com/E2revXyrUK
Meeting @POTUS @JoeBiden at the White House. https://t.co/VqVbKAarOV
I would like to thank @POTUS for the warm welcome. I recall our interactions in 2014 and 2016.
That time you had shared your vision for ties between India and USA. I am glad to see you are
working to realise this vision: PM @narendramodi begins his remarks at the White House
https://t.co/V2Pj8XRap1
#WATCH | Washington DC: Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrives at the White House to hold a
bilateral meeting with US President Joe Biden. pic.twitter.com/f4v129fLbG
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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QUAD TO COUNTER AFGHAN-ORIGIN TERROR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Bringing back:Prime Minister Narendra Modi inspecting artefacts which were handed over to him
by the U.S.ANI
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From detailing commitments on COVID-19 vaccines and climate to launching a new
infrastructure partnership, the Quad Leaders Summit, which met in person for the first time,
announced a wide range of deliverables.
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The group, comprising Prime Minister Narendra Modi, U.S. President Joe Biden and Prime
Ministers Scott Morrison of Australia and Yoshihide Suga of Japan, also declared new joint
positions in the region, such as coordinating diplomatically in Afghanistan.
In their joint statement, Quad leaders declared they would closely coordinate their “diplomatic,
economic and human rights policies” towards Afghanistan and deepen their counter-terrorism
and humanitarian cooperation there in accordance with United Nations Security Council 2593 (a
resolution passed on August 30, when India held the presidency of the Council). The resolution
seeks a negotiated settlement in Afghanistan and calls for the country not to be used as a base
to nurture terrorism.

‘Terrorist proxies’

IA

“We reaffirm that Afghan territory should not be used to threaten or attack any country or to
shelter or train terrorists, or to plan or to finance terrorist acts, and reiterate the importance of
combating terrorism in Afghanistan,” the Quad statement said.
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“We denounce the use of terrorist proxies and emphasise the importance of denying any
logistical, financial or military support to terrorist groups which could be used to launch or plan
terror attacks, including cross-border attacks,” it said, making a thinly veiled reference to
Pakistan.
The four leaders and their delegations met in the East Room of the White House. The meeting
lasted a little over two hours. Both Mr. Morrison and Mr. Suga engaged with the press on Friday.
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In terms of new positions, the Quad also declared its support for the European Union’s
September 2021 Indo-Pacific Strategy. The announcement earlier this month of a AustraliaU.K.-U.S. security partnership in the Indo-Pacific (AUKUS) had gone down badly with France, a
key EU nation. Reuters reported that Mr. Suga had welcomed, during the Quad meeting, the
announcement on AUKUS.
he Quad called on North Korea to engage in substantive dialogue and for “an end to the
violence in Myanmar”. It declared its support for early restoration of democracy in Myanmar and
the release of all political detainees, including foreigners.
On climate, the Quad countries intend to “update or communicate ambitious NDCs (Nationally
Defined Contributions, i.e., climate action targets) “before COP26, the UN climate conference in
Glasgow a little over a month from now. It says countries will work with the “intent” to get to net
zero emissions “preferably” by 2050 “taking into account national circumstances”. India has not
yet made formal commitments for COP26 or committed to achieving net zero by 2050.
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Vaccine supply
In terms of vaccines, Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla said that India would begin
supplying Johnson & Johnson/Janssen COVID-19 vaccines, with 8 million doses being made
available by the end of October from (Telengana-based) pharma company Biological E Ltd.
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The Quad also “welcomed” India’s resumption of vaccine exports, as per the joint statement.
The group plans to produce at least 1 billion India manufactured vaccines by the end of 2022 in
addition to pledging more than 1.2 billion vaccines globally (the U.S. accounts for about 1.1
billion of these).
The group will also prepare for future pandemics – and conduct at least one preparedness
tabletop or exercise in 2022.
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Our code of editorial values
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The Quad also launched a new infrastructure partnership – which would involve mapping the
region’s infrastructure needs and providing technical assistance and evaluation tools for
projects. This, the statement said, would work with the Blue Dot Network – a U.S. , Australia and
Japan’s private sector-led infrastructure effort in the region to counter China’s Belt and Road
Initiative. Other initiatives include cooperation on ‘transparent 5G and beyond-5G networks’,
cyberspace and space.
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FACT SHEET: QUAD LEADERS’ SUMMIT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India
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COVID and Global Health
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On September 24, President Biden hosted Prime Minister Scott Morrison of Australia, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of India, and Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga of Japan at the White
House for the first-ever in-person Leaders’ Summit of the Quad. The leaders have put forth
ambitious initiatives that deepen our ties and advance practical cooperation on 21st-century
challenges: ending the COVID-19 pandemic, including by increasing production and access to
safe and effective vaccines; promoting high-standards infrastructure; combatting the climate
crisis; partnering on emerging technologies, space, and cybersecurity; and cultivating nextgeneration talent in all of our countries.
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Quad leaders recognize that the most immediate threat to lives and livelihoods in our four
countries and the world is the COVID-19 pandemic. And so in March, Quad leaders launched
the Quad Vaccine Partnership, to help enhance equitable access to safe and effective vaccines
in the Indo-Pacific and the world. Since March, the Quad has taken bold actions to expand safe
and effective COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing capacity, donated vaccines from our own supply,
and worked together to assist the Indo-Pacific in responding to the pandemic. The Quad
Vaccine Experts Group remains the heart of our cooperation, meeting regularly to brief on the
latest pandemic trends and coordinate our collective COVID-19 response across the IndoPacific, including by piloting the Quad Partnership COVID-19 Dashboard. We welcome
President Biden’s September 22 COVID-19 Summit, and acknowledge that our work continues.
The Quad will:
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Help Vaccinate the World: As Quad countries, we have pledged to donate more than 1.2 billion
vaccine doses globally, in addition to the doses we have financed through COVAX. To date we
have collectively delivered nearly 79 million safe and effective vaccine doses to the Indo-Pacific
region. Our Vaccine Partnership remains on track to expand manufacturing at Biological E Ltd.
this fall, so that it can produce at least 1 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines by the end of 2022.
As a first step towards that new capacity, the leaders will announce bold actions that will
immediately help the Indo-Pacific in its quest to end the pandemic. We recognize the importance
of open and secure supply chains for vaccine production. The Quad welcomed India’s
announcement to resume exports of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines, including to
COVAX, beginning in October 2021. Through $3.3 billion in the COVID-19 Crisis Response
Emergency Support Loan program, Japan will continue to help regional countries to procure
safe, effective, and quality-assured vaccines. Australia will deliver $212 million in grant aid to
purchase vaccines for Southeast Asia and the Pacific. In addition, Australia will allocate $219
million to support last-mile vaccine rollouts and lead in coordinating the Quad’s last-mile delivery
efforts in those regions. Quad member countries will coordinate with the ASEAN Secretariat, the
COVAX Facility, and other relevant organizations. We will continue to strengthen and support
the life-saving work of international organizations and partnerships, including the WHO, COVAX,
Gavi, CEPI, and UNICEF; and national governments. At the same time, the leaders are fully
committed to strengthening vaccine confidence and trust. To that end, Quad countries will host
an event at the 75th World Health Assembly (WHA) dedicated to combatting hesitancy.
Save Lives Now: Together as the Quad, we are committed to taking further action in the IndoPacific to save lives now. Japan, through Japan Bank for International Cooperation, will work
with India to enhance key investments of approximately $100 million in the healthcare sector
related to COVID-19, including vaccine and treatment drugs. We will utilize the Quad Vaccine
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Experts Group and convene as needed to urgently consult in relation to our emergency
assistance.
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Build Back Better Health Security: The Quad commits to better preparing our countries and the
world for the next pandemic. We will continue to build coordination in our broader COVID-19
response and health-security efforts in the Indo-Pacific, and we will jointly build and conduct at
least one pandemic preparedness tabletop or exercise in 2022. We will also further strengthen
our science and technology cooperation in support of the 100-Day Mission—to have safe and
effective vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics available within 100 days—now and into the
future. This includes collaboration on current and future clinical trials, such as launching
additional sites for the international Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic Interventions and
Vaccines (ACTIV) trials, which can expedite investigation of promising new vaccines and
therapeutics, while at the same time supporting countries in the region to improve their capacity
to undertake scientifically sound clinical research. We will support the call for a "global pandemic
radar” and will improve our viral genomic surveillance, including by working together to
strengthen and expand the WHO Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System (GISRS).
Infrastructure
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Building on the G7’s announcement of Build Back Better World (B3W)—an infrastructure
partnership focused on digital connectivity, climate, health and health security, and gender
equality infrastructure—the Quad will rally expertise, capacity, and influence to strengthen
ongoing infrastructure initiatives in the region and identify new opportunities to meet the needs
there. The Quad will:
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Launch the Quad Infrastructure Coordination Group: Building on existing leadership from Quad
partners on high-standards infrastructure, a senior Quad infrastructure coordination group will
meet regularly to share assessments of regional infrastructure needs and coordinate respective
approaches to deliver transparent, high-standards infrastructure. The group will also coordinate
technical assistance and capacity-building efforts, including with regional partners, to ensure our
efforts are mutually reinforcing and complementary in meeting the significant infrastructure
demand in the Indo-Pacific.

cr

Lead on High-Standards Infrastructure: Quad partners are leaders in building quality
infrastructure in the Indo-Pacific region. Our complementary approaches leverage both public
and private resources to achieve maximum impact. Since 2015, Quad partners have provided
more than $48 billion in official finance for infrastructure in the region. This represents thousands
of projects, including capacity-building, across more than 30 countries in support of rural
development, health infrastructure, water supply and sanitation, renewable power generation
(e.g., wind, solar, and hydro), telecommunications, road transportation, and more. Our
infrastructure partnership will amplify these contributions and further catalyze private-sector
investment in the region.
Climate
Quad countries share serious concern with the August Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change’s report findings on the latest climate science, which has significant implications for
climate action. To address the climate crisis with the urgency it demands, Quad countries will
focus their efforts on the themes of climate ambition, including working on 2030 targets for
national emissions and renewable energy, clean-energy innovation and deployment, as well as
adaptation, resilience, and preparedness. Quad countries commit to pursue enhanced actions in
the 2020s to meet anticipated energy demand and decarbonize at pace and scale to keep our
climate goals within reach in the Indo-Pacific. Additional efforts include working together on
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methane abatement in the natural-gas sector and on establishing responsible and resilient
clean-energy supply chains. The Quad will:
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Form a Green-Shipping Network: Quad countries represent major maritime shipping hubs with
some of the largest ports in the world. As a result, Quad countries are uniquely situated to
deploy green-port infrastructure and clean-bunkering fuels at scale. Quad partners will organize
their work by launching a Quad Shipping Taskforce and will invite leading ports, including Los
Angeles, Mumbai Port Trust, Sydney (Botany), and Yokohama, to form a network dedicated to
greening and decarbonizing the shipping value chain. The Quad Shipping Task Force will
organize its work around several lines of efforts and aims to establish two to three Quad lowemission or zero-emission shipping corridors by 2030.
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Establish a Clean-Hydrogen Partnership: The Quad will announce a clean-hydrogen partnership
to strengthen and reduce costs across all elements of the clean-hydrogen value chain,
leveraging existing bilateral and multilateral hydrogen initiatives in other fora. This includes
technology development and efficiently scaling up the production of clean hydrogen (hydrogen
produced from renewable energy, fossil fuels with carbon capture and sequestration, and
nuclear for those who choose to deploy it), identification and development of delivery
infrastructure to safely and efficiently transport, store, and distribute clean hydrogen for end-use
applications, and stimulating market demand to accelerate trade in clean hydrogen in the IndoPacific region.
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Enhance Climate Adaptation, Resilience, and Preparedness: Quad countries commit to
increasing the Indo-Pacific region’s resilience to climate change by improving critical climate
information-sharing and disaster-resilient infrastructure. The Quad countries will convene a
Climate & Information Services Task Force and build a new technical facility through the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure that will provide technical assistance in small island
developing states.
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People-to-People Exchange and Education
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The students of today will be the leaders, innovators, and pioneers of tomorrow. To build ties
among the next generation of scientists and technologists, Quad partners are proud to
announce the Quad Fellowship: a first-of-its-kind scholarship program, operated and
administered by a philanthropic initiative and in consultation with a non-governmental task force
comprised of leaders from each Quad country. This program will bring together exceptional
American, Japanese, Australian, and Indian masters and doctoral students in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics to study in the United States. This new fellowship will
develop a network of science and technology experts committed to advancing innovation and
collaboration in the private, public, and academic sectors, in their own nations and among Quad
countries. The program will build a foundational understanding among Quad Scholars of one
another’s societies and cultures through cohort-wide trips to each Quad country and robust
programming with each country’s top scientists, technologists, and politicians. The Quad will:
Launch the Quad Fellowship: The Fellowship will sponsor 100 students per year—25 from each
Quad country—to pursue masters and doctoral degrees at leading STEM graduate universities
in the United States. It will serve as one of the world’s leading graduate fellowships; but
uniquely, the Quad Fellowship will focus on STEM and bring together the top minds of Australia,
India, Japan, and the United States. Schmidt Futures, a philanthropic initiative, will operate and
administer the fellowship program in consultation with a non-governmental taskforce, comprised
of academic, foreign policy, and private sector leaders from each Quad country. Founding
sponsors of the fellowship program include Accenture, Blackstone, Boeing, Google, Mastercard,
and Western Digital, and the program welcomes additional sponsors interested in supporting the
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Fellowship.
Critical and Emerging Technologies

m

Quad leaders are committed to working together to foster an open, accessible, and secure
technology ecosystem. Since establishing a new critical and emerging technologies working
group in March, we have organized our work around four efforts: technical standards, 5G
diversification and deployment, horizon-scanning, and technology supply chains. Today, the
Quad leaders launch a statement of principles on technology, along with new efforts that
together will advance critical and emerging technologies shaped by our shared democratic
values and respect for universal human rights. The Quad will:
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Publish a Quad Statement of Principles: After months of collaboration, the Quad will launch a
statement of principles on technology design, development, governance, and use that we hope
will guide not only the region but the world towards responsible, open, high-standards
innovation.
Establish Technical Standards Contact Groups: The Quad will establish contact groups on
Advanced Communications and Artificial Intelligence focusing on standards-development
activities as well as foundational pre-standardization research.
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Launch a Semiconductor Supply Chain Initiative: Quad partners will launch a joint initiative to
map capacity, identify vulnerabilities, and bolster supply-chain security for semiconductors and
their vital components. This initiative will help ensure Quad partners support a diverse and
competitive market that produces the secure critical technologies essential for digital economies
globally.
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Support 5G Deployment and Diversification: To support the critical role of Quad governments in
fostering and promoting a diverse, resilient, and secure telecommunications ecosystem, the
Quad has launched a Track 1.5 industry dialogue on Open RAN deployment and adoption,
coordinated by the Open RAN Policy Coalition. Quad partners will jointly facilitate enabling
environments for 5G diversification, including with efforts related to testing and test facilities.
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Monitor Biotechnology Scanning: The Quad will monitor trends in critical and emerging
technologies, starting with advanced biotechnologies, including synthetic biology, genome
sequencing, and biomanufacturing. In the process, we will identify related opportunities for
cooperation.
Cybersecurity

Building on longstanding collaboration among our four countries on cybersecurity, the Quad will
launch new efforts to bolster critical-infrastructure resilience against cyber threats by bringing
together the expertise of our nations to drive domestic and international best practices. The
Quad will:
Launch a Quad Senior Cyber Group: Leader-level experts will meet regularly to advance work
between government and industry on driving continuous improvements in areas including
adoption and implementation of shared cyber standards; development of secure software;
building workforce and talent; and promoting the scalability and cybersecurity of secure and
trustworthy digital infrastructure.
Space
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Quad countries are among the world’s scientific leaders, including in space. Today, the Quad
will begin space cooperation for the first time with a new working group. In particular, our
partnership will exchange satellite data, focused on monitoring and adapting to climate change,
disaster preparedness, and responding to challenges in shared domains. The Quad will:
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Share Satellite Data to Protect the Earth and its Waters: Our four countries will start discussions
to exchange Earth observation satellite data and analysis on climate-change risks and the
sustainable use of oceans and marine resources. Sharing this data will help Quad countries to
better adapt to climate change and to build capacity in other Indo-Pacific states that are at grave
climate risk, in coordination with the Quad Climate Working group.Enable Capacity-Building for
Sustainable Development: The Quad countries will also enable capacity-building in spacerelated domains in other Indo-Pacific countries to manage risks and challenges. The Quad
countries will work together to support, strengthen, and enhance space applications and
technologies of mutual interest.
Consult on Norms and Guidelines: We will also consult on norms, guidelines, principles, and
rules for ensuring the long-term sustainability of the outer space environment.
***

DS/AKJ/AK
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On September 24, President Biden hosted Prime Minister Scott Morrison of Australia, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of India, and Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga of Japan at the White
House for the first-ever in-person Leaders’ Summit of the Quad. The leaders have put forth
ambitious initiatives that deepen our ties and advance practical cooperation on 21st-century
challenges: ending the COVID-19 pandemic, including by increasing production and access to
safe and effective vaccines; promoting high-standards infrastructure; combatting the climate
crisis; partnering on emerging technologies, space, and cybersecurity; and cultivating nextgeneration talent in all of our countries.
COVID and Global Health
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Quad leaders recognize that the most immediate threat to lives and livelihoods in our four
countries and the world is the COVID-19 pandemic. And so in March, Quad leaders launched
the Quad Vaccine Partnership, to help enhance equitable access to safe and effective vaccines
in the Indo-Pacific and the world. Since March, the Quad has taken bold actions to expand safe
and effective COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing capacity, donated vaccines from our own supply,
and worked together to assist the Indo-Pacific in responding to the pandemic. The Quad
Vaccine Experts Group remains the heart of our cooperation, meeting regularly to brief on the
latest pandemic trends and coordinate our collective COVID-19 response across the IndoPacific, including by piloting the Quad Partnership COVID-19 Dashboard. We welcome
President Biden’s September 22 COVID-19 Summit, and acknowledge that our work continues.
The Quad will:
Help Vaccinate the World: As Quad countries, we have pledged to donate more than 1.2 billion
vaccine doses globally, in addition to the doses we have financed through COVAX. To date we
have collectively delivered nearly 79 million safe and effective vaccine doses to the Indo-Pacific
region. Our Vaccine Partnership remains on track to expand manufacturing at Biological E Ltd.
this fall, so that it can produce at least 1 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines by the end of 2022.
As a first step towards that new capacity, the leaders will announce bold actions that will
immediately help the Indo-Pacific in its quest to end the pandemic. We recognize the importance
of open and secure supply chains for vaccine production. The Quad welcomed India’s
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announcement to resume exports of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines, including to
COVAX, beginning in October 2021. Through $3.3 billion in the COVID-19 Crisis Response
Emergency Support Loan program, Japan will continue to help regional countries to procure
safe, effective, and quality-assured vaccines. Australia will deliver $212 million in grant aid to
purchase vaccines for Southeast Asia and the Pacific. In addition, Australia will allocate $219
million to support last-mile vaccine rollouts and lead in coordinating the Quad’s last-mile delivery
efforts in those regions. Quad member countries will coordinate with the ASEAN Secretariat, the
COVAX Facility, and other relevant organizations. We will continue to strengthen and support
the life-saving work of international organizations and partnerships, including the WHO, COVAX,
Gavi, CEPI, and UNICEF; and national governments. At the same time, the leaders are fully
committed to strengthening vaccine confidence and trust. To that end, Quad countries will host
an event at the 75th World Health Assembly (WHA) dedicated to combatting hesitancy.
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Save Lives Now: Together as the Quad, we are committed to taking further action in the IndoPacific to save lives now. Japan, through Japan Bank for International Cooperation, will work
with India to enhance key investments of approximately $100 million in the healthcare sector
related to COVID-19, including vaccine and treatment drugs. We will utilize the Quad Vaccine
Experts Group and convene as needed to urgently consult in relation to our emergency
assistance.
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Build Back Better Health Security: The Quad commits to better preparing our countries and the
world for the next pandemic. We will continue to build coordination in our broader COVID-19
response and health-security efforts in the Indo-Pacific, and we will jointly build and conduct at
least one pandemic preparedness tabletop or exercise in 2022. We will also further strengthen
our science and technology cooperation in support of the 100-Day Mission—to have safe and
effective vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics available within 100 days—now and into the
future. This includes collaboration on current and future clinical trials, such as launching
additional sites for the international Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic Interventions and
Vaccines (ACTIV) trials, which can expedite investigation of promising new vaccines and
therapeutics, while at the same time supporting countries in the region to improve their capacity
to undertake scientifically sound clinical research. We will support the call for a "global pandemic
radar” and will improve our viral genomic surveillance, including by working together to
strengthen and expand the WHO Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System (GISRS).
Infrastructure
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Building on the G7’s announcement of Build Back Better World (B3W)—an infrastructure
partnership focused on digital connectivity, climate, health and health security, and gender
equality infrastructure—the Quad will rally expertise, capacity, and influence to strengthen
ongoing infrastructure initiatives in the region and identify new opportunities to meet the needs
there. The Quad will:
Launch the Quad Infrastructure Coordination Group: Building on existing leadership from Quad
partners on high-standards infrastructure, a senior Quad infrastructure coordination group will
meet regularly to share assessments of regional infrastructure needs and coordinate respective
approaches to deliver transparent, high-standards infrastructure. The group will also coordinate
technical assistance and capacity-building efforts, including with regional partners, to ensure our
efforts are mutually reinforcing and complementary in meeting the significant infrastructure
demand in the Indo-Pacific.
Lead on High-Standards Infrastructure: Quad partners are leaders in building quality
infrastructure in the Indo-Pacific region. Our complementary approaches leverage both public
and private resources to achieve maximum impact. Since 2015, Quad partners have provided

Page 84
more than $48 billion in official finance for infrastructure in the region. This represents thousands
of projects, including capacity-building, across more than 30 countries in support of rural
development, health infrastructure, water supply and sanitation, renewable power generation
(e.g., wind, solar, and hydro), telecommunications, road transportation, and more. Our
infrastructure partnership will amplify these contributions and further catalyze private-sector
investment in the region.
Climate
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Quad countries share serious concern with the August Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change’s report findings on the latest climate science, which has significant implications for
climate action. To address the climate crisis with the urgency it demands, Quad countries will
focus their efforts on the themes of climate ambition, including working on 2030 targets for
national emissions and renewable energy, clean-energy innovation and deployment, as well as
adaptation, resilience, and preparedness. Quad countries commit to pursue enhanced actions in
the 2020s to meet anticipated energy demand and decarbonize at pace and scale to keep our
climate goals within reach in the Indo-Pacific. Additional efforts include working together on
methane abatement in the natural-gas sector and on establishing responsible and resilient
clean-energy supply chains. The Quad will:
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Form a Green-Shipping Network: Quad countries represent major maritime shipping hubs with
some of the largest ports in the world. As a result, Quad countries are uniquely situated to
deploy green-port infrastructure and clean-bunkering fuels at scale. Quad partners will organize
their work by launching a Quad Shipping Taskforce and will invite leading ports, including Los
Angeles, Mumbai Port Trust, Sydney (Botany), and Yokohama, to form a network dedicated to
greening and decarbonizing the shipping value chain. The Quad Shipping Task Force will
organize its work around several lines of efforts and aims to establish two to three Quad lowemission or zero-emission shipping corridors by 2030.
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Establish a Clean-Hydrogen Partnership: The Quad will announce a clean-hydrogen partnership
to strengthen and reduce costs across all elements of the clean-hydrogen value chain,
leveraging existing bilateral and multilateral hydrogen initiatives in other fora. This includes
technology development and efficiently scaling up the production of clean hydrogen (hydrogen
produced from renewable energy, fossil fuels with carbon capture and sequestration, and
nuclear for those who choose to deploy it), identification and development of delivery
infrastructure to safely and efficiently transport, store, and distribute clean hydrogen for end-use
applications, and stimulating market demand to accelerate trade in clean hydrogen in the IndoPacific region.
Enhance Climate Adaptation, Resilience, and Preparedness: Quad countries commit to
increasing the Indo-Pacific region’s resilience to climate change by improving critical climate
information-sharing and disaster-resilient infrastructure. The Quad countries will convene a
Climate & Information Services Task Force and build a new technical facility through the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure that will provide technical assistance in small island
developing states.
People-to-People Exchange and Education
The students of today will be the leaders, innovators, and pioneers of tomorrow. To build ties
among the next generation of scientists and technologists, Quad partners are proud to
announce the Quad Fellowship: a first-of-its-kind scholarship program, operated and
administered by a philanthropic initiative and in consultation with a non-governmental task force
comprised of leaders from each Quad country. This program will bring together exceptional
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American, Japanese, Australian, and Indian masters and doctoral students in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics to study in the United States. This new fellowship will
develop a network of science and technology experts committed to advancing innovation and
collaboration in the private, public, and academic sectors, in their own nations and among Quad
countries. The program will build a foundational understanding among Quad Scholars of one
another’s societies and cultures through cohort-wide trips to each Quad country and robust
programming with each country’s top scientists, technologists, and politicians. The Quad will:

Critical and Emerging Technologies
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Launch the Quad Fellowship: The Fellowship will sponsor 100 students per year—25 from each
Quad country—to pursue masters and doctoral degrees at leading STEM graduate universities
in the United States. It will serve as one of the world’s leading graduate fellowships; but
uniquely, the Quad Fellowship will focus on STEM and bring together the top minds of Australia,
India, Japan, and the United States. Schmidt Futures, a philanthropic initiative, will operate and
administer the fellowship program in consultation with a non-governmental taskforce, comprised
of academic, foreign policy, and private sector leaders from each Quad country. Founding
sponsors of the fellowship program include Accenture, Blackstone, Boeing, Google, Mastercard,
and Western Digital, and the program welcomes additional sponsors interested in supporting the
Fellowship.
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Quad leaders are committed to working together to foster an open, accessible, and secure
technology ecosystem. Since establishing a new critical and emerging technologies working
group in March, we have organized our work around four efforts: technical standards, 5G
diversification and deployment, horizon-scanning, and technology supply chains. Today, the
Quad leaders launch a statement of principles on technology, along with new efforts that
together will advance critical and emerging technologies shaped by our shared democratic
values and respect for universal human rights. The Quad will:
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Publish a Quad Statement of Principles: After months of collaboration, the Quad will launch a
statement of principles on technology design, development, governance, and use that we hope
will guide not only the region but the world towards responsible, open, high-standards
innovation.
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Establish Technical Standards Contact Groups: The Quad will establish contact groups on
Advanced Communications and Artificial Intelligence focusing on standards-development
activities as well as foundational pre-standardization research.
Launch a Semiconductor Supply Chain Initiative: Quad partners will launch a joint initiative to
map capacity, identify vulnerabilities, and bolster supply-chain security for semiconductors and
their vital components. This initiative will help ensure Quad partners support a diverse and
competitive market that produces the secure critical technologies essential for digital economies
globally.
Support 5G Deployment and Diversification: To support the critical role of Quad governments in
fostering and promoting a diverse, resilient, and secure telecommunications ecosystem, the
Quad has launched a Track 1.5 industry dialogue on Open RAN deployment and adoption,
coordinated by the Open RAN Policy Coalition. Quad partners will jointly facilitate enabling
environments for 5G diversification, including with efforts related to testing and test facilities.
Monitor Biotechnology Scanning: The Quad will monitor trends in critical and emerging
technologies, starting with advanced biotechnologies, including synthetic biology, genome
sequencing, and biomanufacturing. In the process, we will identify related opportunities for
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cooperation.
Cybersecurity
Building on longstanding collaboration among our four countries on cybersecurity, the Quad will
launch new efforts to bolster critical-infrastructure resilience against cyber threats by bringing
together the expertise of our nations to drive domestic and international best practices. The
Quad will:
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Launch a Quad Senior Cyber Group: Leader-level experts will meet regularly to advance work
between government and industry on driving continuous improvements in areas including
adoption and implementation of shared cyber standards; development of secure software;
building workforce and talent; and promoting the scalability and cybersecurity of secure and
trustworthy digital infrastructure.
Space

Quad countries are among the world’s scientific leaders, including in space. Today, the Quad
will begin space cooperation for the first time with a new working group. In particular, our
partnership will exchange satellite data, focused on monitoring and adapting to climate change,
disaster preparedness, and responding to challenges in shared domains. The Quad will:
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Share Satellite Data to Protect the Earth and its Waters: Our four countries will start discussions
to exchange Earth observation satellite data and analysis on climate-change risks and the
sustainable use of oceans and marine resources. Sharing this data will help Quad countries to
better adapt to climate change and to build capacity in other Indo-Pacific states that are at grave
climate risk, in coordination with the Quad Climate Working group.Enable Capacity-Building for
Sustainable Development: The Quad countries will also enable capacity-building in spacerelated domains in other Indo-Pacific countries to manage risks and challenges. The Quad
countries will work together to support, strengthen, and enhance space applications and
technologies of mutual interest.
Consult on Norms and Guidelines: We will also consult on norms, guidelines, principles, and
rules for ensuring the long-term sustainability of the outer space environment.
***
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s summit meeting with U.S. President Joe Biden, and his first inperson meet of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue mark an important step forward in India’s
engagement with major global powers as it seeks to revive its economy and strategic role in the
aftermath of the COVID-19 crisis. At the heart of the two leaders’ meeting was the issue of
vaccine availability — and a critical victory for the Biden administration as it received Mr. Modi’s
assurance that as the world’s largest vaccine manufacturer, India would resume supplies to the
global COVAX pool under its ‘Vaccine Maitri’ programme. The breakthrough comes after turmoil
in this space earlier this year, when India halted exports after facing criticism for domestic supply
bottlenecks as it contended with a devastating second wave of COVID-19. Around the same
time the U.S. also invoked its Defense Production Act, effectively preventing the export of raw
materials for vaccine manufacture in a bid to prioritise domestic production. With both countries
now moving forward on their domestic vaccination programmes, albeit with the U.S. still
struggling to overcome vaccine hesitancy in certain States, the summit provided them a timely
opportunity to take up long-pending conversations on trade, defence ties and more. At the
confluence of those two areas was the reaffirmation by Mr. Biden that India remained a ‘Major
Defence Partner’, making it a key nation with which Washington could share information and
strengthen cooperation in advanced military technologies, including, for example, a recent
project to co-develop air-launched unmanned aerial vehicles.
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Issues of global concern, including the ongoing pandemic, climate change, technology
cooperation, supply chains and security, and preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific were
themes that came up at the Quad gathering. Following on the heels of the first virtual summit of
the four leaders in March 2021, this meeting builds upon the intention of the Quad member
nations — India, the U.S., Australia, and Japan — to ensure an Indo-Pacific region “free from
coercion and disputes... solved in accordance with international law”. While India has sought to
disassociate its role as a member of the Quad from the recently announced Australia-U.K.-U.S.
(AUKUS) partnership, there is little doubt that the creation of a fleet of nuclear-powered
submarines for Australia under the AUKUS framework will have significant and positive
implications on India’s strategic calculus regarding the Indo-Pacific region. From New Delhi’s
perspective, health concerns and economic revival remain at the very apex of the policy agenda.
This is a time for India to rapidly deepen cooperative initiatives with the U.S. regarding vaccines
and trade and continue engaging vigorously with the Quad for regional stability. That is the
optimal strategy to navigate the uncertain global ecosystem that it now finds itself in.
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