Page 1

Topic Wise

Topic Wise

topic

Index
Centre targets five areas for reforms in higher education
2
No SC, ST, OBC quota for NRIs appearing for NEET
4
‘Caste census needed for Muslims too’
5
NMCG signs MoU with SAIARD for ‘Capacity Building on Integrated River Basin Management with
a focus on Geospatial Technology in Riverine Ecosystem’
7
Breakthrough challenge: The Hindu Editorial on COVID-19 vaccines and the Delta variants of
coronavirus
11
A case of Nipah Virus detected in Kozhikode district of Kerala
12
Explained
14
Millets could help India mitigate malnutrition and climate change
16
Vaccine in the works against Nipah virus
19
India’s digital architecture: From infrastructure to superstructure
21
Nipah virus: Focus on surveillance, contact tracing, central team tells Kerala govt
23
Explained
25
Nipah amidst a pandemic
27
Why hasn’t marital rape been criminalised in India yet?
28
Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Shri Pashupati Kumar Paras and Minister of State
for Food Processing Industries, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel virtually inaugurate 7 Food Processing
projects
32
Webinar on Rice Fortification: A complementary approach to address Nutritional Anaemia
organised
40
Tribal Affairs Ministry and AIIMS organized workshop for NGOs for mission of Sahi Poshan-Desh
Roshan as part of POSHAN MAAH
46
IITs top Centre’s rankings for 2021
49
Standard duty rates on edible oils slashed
50
Explained
51
NEP schools: the future
53
‘Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’ for Divyangjan and Senior Citizens
55
Aids and Assistive Devices to Divyangjan and Senior Citizens: Two Distribution and two
Assessment Camps organised
58
BRO to carry out road safety audit of its roads
62
Anti-tank missile completes all trials
66
Holding transnational corporations accountable
67
Empathy through education
69
Union Sports Minister Shri Anurag Thakur to interact with Sports Ministers of States and Union
Territories to draw up roadmap for Sports development in the country
71
Time to criminalise marital rape
74
Centre signs model MoU with CSC e-Governance Services India Limited
76
NCW Launches Country-Wide Capacity Building & Personality Development Program For Women
Students
78

Page 2
Source : www.livemint.com

Date : 2021-09-01

CENTRE TARGETS FIVE AREAS FOR REFORMS IN
HIGHER EDUCATION
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Education and related issues

The identified areas are expected to catalyse a reduction in compliance burden in the sector
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NEW DELHI : The Union government and the education regulator have identified five key areas
of focus in the next phase of reforms in the higher education sector. These areas, education
finance, administration, accounting system, a central higher education data repository, and
internal autonomy, will act as catalysts to reduce compliance burden in the sector and instil selfdiscipline.
The University Grants Commission (UGC) and the education ministry believe that there is a
need to streamline the compliance system, reduce unwanted interference, and involve
institutions to find solutions to these five key areas of concern.
UGC wrote to all universities and colleges, asking them to brainstorm and share feedback to aid
the government in its reform initiative. The regulator has already held meetings with
stakeholders, including vice chancellors. “Based on the observations made by the participants,
certain areas have been identified for streamlining and reduction of compliance burden," the
regulator said in the letter.
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“Higher education institutions (HEIs) should initiate new reforms for simplification of methods in
administration and finance," said the letter, a copy of which was reviewed by Mint.
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India has a massive higher education sector with nearly 51,000 colleges, institutions, and
universities catering to almost 38 million students.
The education ministry, which has traditionally been criticised for overregulation, is embarking
on a process to ease the traditional burden and move on a path of reform.
The move is in sync with the new National Education Policy (NEP) and some reforms such as
the autonomy of the Indian Institutes of Management effected in the past few years.
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The fresh move comes almost five months after the ministry met stakeholders, including
universities, academicians, regulators, industry chambers, and private education players, to
address core areas of concern to ease compliance.
There are several compliances and issues that both institutions and students would like to
reduce to make it easier to function. In a changing environment, the higher education
administration needs to evolve and take stakeholders along instead of creating roadblocks, said
a vice chancellor requesting anonymity.
“The financial reform will push universities to raise money from the market through
collaborations, industry projects, and sponsored projects. The move looks like a push to reduce
government spending on state-run institutions, but it may be counter-productive if done in
haste," a professor at Delhi University said, requesting anonymity.
The education regulator further said in its letter that a “centralised repository… for pooling of
data regarding HEIs", “streamlined automated system for accounting reforms in HEIs", and
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“autonomy within the institutions" are other areas of focus.
UGC has also underlined that there is a growing thrust on accessibility to internet facilities in
rural areas, an issue that was exposed during the pandemic as schools and colleges closed
their campuses to curb the spread of the virus. The move severely hurt education delivery, more
so outside cities.
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Access to digital infrastructure will be key to implementing next-generation reforms, at least in
education delivery as the Centre pushes for technology adoption in the education sector in a big
way, implementation of the hybrid model of education, establishment of an academic bank of
credit and even the creation of an online university like system in the near future.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
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NO SC, ST, OBC QUOTA FOR NRIS APPEARING FOR
NEET
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Education and related issues
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When he applied again this year, he was about to choose “NRI” before being told that this would
not allow him to opt for the OBC quota. “NRI should not be an option under the nationality
category at all. Non-Resident Indians still hold Indian citizenship and nationality and are only
counted as NRIs for tax purposes,” said his father.
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When Rohit took his case to the Kerala High Court earlier this month, he won an interim order
on August 13 that directed the Health Ministry and the National Testing Agency (NTA) which
conducts the NEET to change his application “in such a fashion that he is able to claim
admission to MBBS course against the quota marked for OBC-NCL [non-creamy layer] in the
event of selection”.
However, NTA has so far failed to make the needed changes, said Mr. Karthikeyan, noting that
the exam would be held on September 12.
NTA affidavit
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In its affidavit to the court, the NTA held that including OBC category for NRI candidates was
“not sustainable”. “NRI is already a separate reserved category for the MBBS course. The
petitioner cannot be given the benefit of sub-reservation,” it stated.

ac
k

Mr. Karthikeyan noted that constitutionally, vertical reservation was allowed only for the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, OBCs and the Economically Weaker Sections, while
horizontal reservation was allowed for Persons with Disability in all categories, including general
merit. NRI seats were only a provision made for students with NRI sponsors, and was not to be
considered as a reservation, he said.
A senior official from the National Medical Commission agreed that the application portal could
be changed to allow NRI students to opt for community-based reservation, but insisted they
could not then be eligible for NRI quota seats as well.
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“We have operated on the principle that one candidate cannot apply for multiple quotas.
Otherwise, tomorrow we should not see SC students also applying under EWS,” said another
senior Health Ministry official.
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‘CASTE CENSUS NEEDED FOR MUSLIMS TOO’
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC
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Demands for a caste census are not just emanating from political parties in various States but
also from organisations connected with the Pasmanda Muslim community, with the All India
Pasmanda Muslim Mahaz raising the demand that people from all faiths be counted according to
their caste category.
The Mahaz, headed by Ali Anwar Ansari, former Rajya Sabha member, has announced an
awareness campaign on this demand.
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Khalid Anis Ansari, scholar with the South Asian Americans Leading Together (SAALT), and
active in the Pasmanda community advocacy space, says the counting of castes among
Muslims should be included in any kind of format for a caste census that is adopted by the
government.
Backward Class Muslims can avail themselves of reservations only in the OBC category.

Welfare schemes
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“We saw drafts of letters by political parties demanding a caste census where only Hindu Most
Backward Castes (MBC) were being mentioned. When we raised the issue of Pasmanda
Muslims, the letter to Prime Minister Modi from political parties in Bihar dropped any mention of
religion. As Pasmanda Muslims, we ourselves are not sure about the contours of the population
in the community. The British census authorities in colonial India counted caste categories
among Muslims too, but we have no further figures,” said Mr. Ansari.

ac
k

He said the issue is not just related to job reservations or electoral mobilisation, but of accessing
existing welfare programmes and funds through the Minority Affairs Ministry as well. “Much of
the funds meant for minority Muslims is cornered by the elite Muslims as they have the
educational and social capital required to access them,” he said.
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“We need a caste census of the Muslim community in India too, to better access developmental
funding aimed at minorities for a real targeting of benefits, and a real democratisation among
Muslims,” he said.
The Pasmanda Muslims, he said, have been marginalised through history with the Muslim voice
only being represented by the elite in the community.
“Even the discourse on partition ignores the fact that the separate electorates for Muslims under
the British, which voted for Muslim League candidates in the run-up to the partition, had very
limited franchise restricted to those with property or education. Pasmanda Muslims who had
neither were out of this process, and were in fact Congress supporters. In my own personal
history, my grandfather in Bindki town in Fatehpur district of Uttar Pradesh opposed the partition
of India and there were reported incidents of violence between Ashraf vs Pasmanda groups in
various towns like Kanpur, Amroha, etc. We were ignored in the post-partition era also, with the
secular parties buying into the elite Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb rhetoric. Muslim appeasement
happened but only of the elite Ashraf Muslims,” he said.
He points to the root of the issue as being embedded in the “first past the post electoral system”.
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“The time has come to reconsider the first past the post system in elections, as it only
encourages tokenism, while the proportional representation system can ensure more honest
representation of demographic reality.”
Social justice
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“There are limits to the politics of demand without true social justice being ensured. Without a
true reckoning of numbers and categorisation and hierarchy in an electoral system, and in the
welfare system as well, its like you have invited me to a wedding at a five-star hotel, but I cannot
attend as I don’t have the clothes to let me in the door of the hotel in the first place,” he said.
In the mid-2000s, Pasmanda outreach was at the forefront of Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s
political playbook under the old NDA.
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After a hiatus of being in the background of any political party’s interest, the Mahaz and the
community are hoping the caste census issue will foreground them once again.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 7
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2021-09-02

NMCG SIGNS MOU WITH SAIARD FOR ‘CAPACITY
BUILDING ON INTEGRATED RIVER BASIN
MANAGEMENT WITH A FOCUS ON GEOSPATIAL
TECHNOLOGY IN RIVERINE ECOSYSTEM’
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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In the presence of Mr. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) Mr. Hitesh Vaidya, Director, National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) and Dr. Biswajit
Roy Chowdhary, Chairman, South Asian Institute for Advanced Research and Development
(SAIARD), NMCG signed an Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with SAIARD to create an
academic platform to engage young students as well as develop a research and capacity
building hub to support regional development in the eastern region. Both NMCG and SAIARD
will work together to create and enhance capacity building on integrated river basin
management, with a focus on geospatial technology in riverine ecosystems. With the signing of
this MoU, SIAIRD will also henceforth be considered as the regional capacity building center for
NMCG in the eastern region.

The areas of collaboration include
•
To conduct studies pertaining to diverse thematic areas in the field of integrated river
basin management with an emphasis on management of water, wastewater and integrated
urban water management for the development of sustainable practices for rejuvenation of river
and water systems.
•
To provide support in policy making for the development of riverine areas and river
sensitive urban planning
•

To provide support in the preparation of river data base
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•
To develop a capacity building programme on geospatial technology and other areas for
NMCG and other stakeholders to support internship and research
•
To develop a dedicated GIS application-based river research center in the eastern and
north-eastern region
•

To develop a digital river library, river museum and online news portal
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Additionally, in the presence of DG NMCG, an MoU was also signed between NIUA and
SAIARD. NMCG is working with NIUA to develop river sensitive master plans and urban river
management plans. In this collaboration SAIARD Centre for Urban and Built Environment
(CUBE) will take the lead on behalf of SAIARD to work with NIUA to implement all kinds of
capacity building activities which include the development and sharing of knowledge products for
concerned stakeholders for mainstreaming climate resilience; providing handholding support for
formulating, implementing and performance monitoring of strategies and actions plan under
Climate Smart Cities Assessment Framework; development and implementation of innovative
practices, data and technology frameworks for addressing climate impact in cities; and
collaboratively work towards urban climate resilience.
********
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In the presence of Mr. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) Mr. Hitesh Vaidya, Director, National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) and Dr. Biswajit
Roy Chowdhary, Chairman, South Asian Institute for Advanced Research and Development
(SAIARD), NMCG signed an Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with SAIARD to create an
academic platform to engage young students as well as develop a research and capacity
building hub to support regional development in the eastern region. Both NMCG and SAIARD
will work together to create and enhance capacity building on integrated river basin
management, with a focus on geospatial technology in riverine ecosystems. With the signing of
this MoU, SIAIRD will also henceforth be considered as the regional capacity building center for
NMCG in the eastern region.

The areas of collaboration include
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•
To conduct studies pertaining to diverse thematic areas in the field of integrated river
basin management with an emphasis on management of water, wastewater and integrated
urban water management for the development of sustainable practices for rejuvenation of river
and water systems.

•
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•
To provide support in policy making for the development of riverine areas and river
sensitive urban planning
To provide support in the preparation of river data base

•
To develop a capacity building programme on geospatial technology and other areas for
NMCG and other stakeholders to support internship and research
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•
To develop a dedicated GIS application-based river research center in the eastern and
north-eastern region
•

To develop a digital river library, river museum and online news portal

Additionally, in the presence of DG NMCG, an MoU was also signed between NIUA and
SAIARD. NMCG is working with NIUA to develop river sensitive master plans and urban river
management plans. In this collaboration SAIARD Centre for Urban and Built Environment
(CUBE) will take the lead on behalf of SAIARD to work with NIUA to implement all kinds of
capacity building activities which include the development and sharing of knowledge products for
concerned stakeholders for mainstreaming climate resilience; providing handholding support for
formulating, implementing and performance monitoring of strategies and actions plan under
Climate Smart Cities Assessment Framework; development and implementation of innovative
practices, data and technology frameworks for addressing climate impact in cities; and
collaboratively work towards urban climate resilience.
********
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BREAKTHROUGH CHALLENGE: THE HINDU
EDITORIAL ON COVID-19 VACCINES AND THE DELTA
VARIANTS OF CORONAVIRUS
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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With over 66 crore vaccine doses administered since the vaccination drive commenced in
January, India has now inoculated at least half its adult population with at least one dose, and
16% with two. There is a small, discernible rise in the number of new infections. Kerala, which
contributes the bulk of infections, also has among the highest proportions of the population who
are double vaccinated. This apparent paradox underlies concerns about the rise in
‘breakthrough infections’, or confirmed infections in those who took the second dose at least two
weeks earlier. A recent study by CSIR scientists found that nearly a quarter of 600 fully
vaccinated care workers were reinfected. Earlier studies from the CMC Vellore, and PGIMER,
Chandigarh, too have reported between 1%-10% of fully vaccinated health-care workers as
having been infected. However, less than 5% of them have required hospitalisation and no
deaths have been confirmed, indicating the effectiveness of vaccines in preventing severe
sickness and death. Internationally too, the trend is clear. Israel and the U.S. in spite of high
vaccination coverage, continue to report new cases; though here too, the infection rate is much
higher in the unvaccinated. The prime suspects, internationally as well as in India, are the Delta
variants and related sub-lineages that are believed to form the bulk of coronavirus infections.
The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) that tracks mutations in coronavirus
strains has said that the breakthrough infections reported so far are within “expected” numbers.
That is, vaccines in large, controlled clinical trials had demonstrated 70%-90% efficacy but lost
considerable ability to reduce symptomatic infections when confronted with the Delta variants,
and so a certain fraction of those fully vaccinated would continue to be vulnerable.
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While it is a fact of evolution that viruses would mutate to be able to avoid antibodies, and
vaccines, therefore, would have to keep being upgraded, it seems that the moment appears to
have come too soon. A country like India, in spite of being a major vaccine producer in the prepandemic era, has only now managed to get production lines to deliver one crore vaccines a
day. While other vaccines are in the pipeline, all of them are designed on the Wuhan-virus
platform and although companies claim that the strength of m-RNA and DNA-based vaccine
platforms lies in the ability to quickly tweak them to accommodate new variants, there are no
reports yet, anywhere in the world, of vaccine makers specifying a timeline for vaccines that are
tuned to the Delta variants. Vaccine makers who may have got emergency-use authorisations
but are a while away from launch, should ideally move to making vaccines for the Delta variants
and not rely on their existing pipeline.

Our code of editorial values
From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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A CASE OF NIPAH VIRUS DETECTED IN KOZHIKODE
DISTRICT OF KERALA
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A case of Nipah virus has been detected in Kozhikode district of Kerala.

S.
co

m

A suspected case of NIPAH, a 12 yr old boy who presented with features of encephalitis and
myocarditis was reported on 3rd September, 2021 from Kozhikode district of Kerala.
The virus is spread by saliva of fruit bats. The boy was hospitalized and has passed away today
morning.
The Central Government has rushed a team of NCDC to the State, which will be reaching today.
The team will provide technical support to the State.
The following immediate public health measures have been advised by the Centre:

1. Active case search in the family, families, village and areas with similar topography
(especially Malappuram).
2. Active contact tracing (for any contacts) during past 12 days.
3. Strict quarantine of the contacts and isolation of any suspects.
4. Collection and transportation of samples for lab testing.
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It may be recalled that in 2018 also, there was a Nipah outbreak in Kozhikode and Malappuram
districts of Kerala.
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A case of Nipah virus has been detected in Kozhikode district of Kerala.
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A suspected case of NIPAH, a 12 yr old boy who presented with features of encephalitis and
myocarditis was reported on 3rd September, 2021 from Kozhikode district of Kerala.
The virus is spread by saliva of fruit bats. The boy was hospitalized and has passed away today
morning.
The Central Government has rushed a team of NCDC to the State, which will be reaching today.
The team will provide technical support to the State.
The following immediate public health measures have been advised by the Centre:

1. Active case search in the family, families, village and areas with similar topography
(especially Malappuram).
2. Active contact tracing (for any contacts) during past 12 days.
3. Strict quarantine of the contacts and isolation of any suspects.
4. Collection and transportation of samples for lab testing.
It may be recalled that in 2018 also, there was a Nipah outbreak in Kozhikode and Malappuram
districts of Kerala.
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A ‘breakthrough infection’ refers to the virus being able to penetrate the protective barrier of
antibodies. There are no official estimates of how many such cases have been reported in India.
| Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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The story so far: India’s second wave has not fully dipped and over the past seven days, daily
infections of COVID-19 have logged over 40,000 cases. The rise in daily infections is primarily
seen in Kerala and Maharashtra, which paradoxically are also among the States which have a
high rate of vaccination. In this context, there are concerns about the rise in ‘breakthrough
infections’ or confirmed infections in those who have got the second dose of the vaccine at least
two weeks earlier.
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If a person gets infected with the SARS-CoV-2 virus 14 days after the second shot of the
vaccine, it is called a ‘breakthrough infection’. The two-week window is the time it takes for the
body to produce necessary antibodies following a shot of the vaccine. A ‘breakthrough infection’
refers to the virus being able to penetrate the protective barrier of antibodies. There are no
official estimates, nationally, of how many ‘breakthrough infections’ have been reported in India
but news reports in mid-August, quoting unnamed officials, estimated that 80,000-100,000
people got infected, nearly half in Kerala. The State has a COVID-19 genome surveillance
programme that periodically monitors the prominent coronavirus variants as well as whether
some variants are more closely linked to instances of ‘breakthrough infections’. According to the
latest update on August 30, 7,202 coronavirus samples, or about 0.1% of its cumulative
caseload of 400,000 confirmed cases, had been sequenced. A subset of those who tested
positive in April, May and June had ‘breakthrough infections’. The total number is not known yet,
but 155 such breakthroughs were analysed, 147 of whom were fully vaccinated with Covishield
and eight with Covaxin.
Editorial | Breakthrough challenge: On vaccines and the virus variants
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It appears that so far breakthroughs are not translating into serious disease requiring
hospitalisation. In the Kerala analysis, 151 were “mildly symptomatic” and four were
asymptomatic. A third were healthcare workers, who because of prolonged and close exposure
to a variety of patients are at a greater risk of contracting infection. In recent months, more
studies are emerging on ‘breakthrough infections’. A preprint by researchers at the CSIRInstitute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) and Max Hospitals in Delhi found that
nearly a quarter of 600 fully vaccinated healthcare workers contracted the virus after
vaccination. Earlier, studies from the CMC, Vellore, and PGIMER, Chandigarh, too had reported
that between 1% and 10% of fully vaccinated healthcare workers had contracted the infection.
Less than 5% needed hospitalisation and no lives were lost, indicating that vaccines were
effective in preventing severe sickness and death. Internationally, the trend is not too different
either. Israel and the U.S., despite high vaccination coverage, continue to report fresh cases,
though the infection rate is much higher in the unvaccinated.
There was a qualitative difference between the CSIR study and the others. While the CMC and
PGIMER reports showed ‘breakthrough infections’ as those confirmed by a gold-standard RTPCR test, the CSIR study relied on a blood test that measured levels of antibodies directed
towards the nucleocapsid region of the coronavirus, which is different from the region (spike
protein) that vaccine-generated antibodies normally target. Currently, all the vaccines are
designed to produce antibodies against the spike protein and so high levels of antibodies
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against the nucleocapsid region were presumed markers of a fresh coronavirus infection. None
of the infections made the healthcare workers sick enough to warrant a test and so it could well
be that the number of ‘breakthrough infections’ are much higher than those confirmed by RTPCR tests. The bigger concern, however, is that those with a ‘breakthrough infection’, under the
belief that they are fully protected, may be less stringent with using masks and could be carriers
of infection. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that the viral load in
those with a ‘breakthrough infection’ can be as much as those unvaccinated, which is why mask
mandates are back despite significant vaccination coverage.
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Breakthrough COVID-19 infections on expected lines: report
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That ‘breakthrough infections’ occur is not a surprise. In clinical trials, all vaccines available have
reported efficacy rates between 70% and 90%. This implies that between 10% and 30% of a
vaccinated population will be vulnerable to infection. Vaccines, however, were premised on
inuring the body to disease and so far the evidence is that they are overwhelmingly effective.
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When the underlying coronavirus variants were analysed in the Kerala study, 126 were found to
have the Delta variant (B.1.617.2), nine had the Kappa variant (B.1.617.1) and six had DeltaPlus variants, that is sub-lineages of the Delta with one or more of its defining mutations. These
mutations mostly help the virus escape detection by antibodies. The India SARS-CoV-2
Genome Consortium (INSACOG), which monitors emerging variants nationally, has analysed
51,651 coronavirus genomes as of August 30. Of them, 31,721 cases were international variants
of concern and among them 21,449 were Delta variants. A mere 393 cases were Delta-Plus,
though many Delta variants are in the process of being reclassified as Delta-Plus (there are 13
such sublineages) because, while it does not necessarily make them more virulent or harmful,
they serve as markers of an evolutionary change in the coronavirus and need to be tracked, say
genome scientists. Delta has also been demonstrated to reduce antibody levels elicited by
vaccines. Antibody levels are not the only measure of protection and immunity by T-cells, which
cannot be easily evaluated in a lab, are also important for neutralising the virus. However,
vaccine production technologies such as m-RNA and DNA are premised on their ability to be
tweaked quickly for newer variants. The makers of Covaxin claim that their vaccine, being an
inactivated whole virus, is geared up to be more effective against variants than other vaccines
primarily targeted at the spike protein. An ICMR study showed a 65.2% protection against the
Delta variant in a double-blind, randomised, multicentre, Phase 3 clinical trial of Covaxin.
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Clinical trial to pair Covaxin, nasal vaccine doses on cards, Mr. Ella says.
DCGI nod is significant given shortage of Covaxin.
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MILLETS COULD HELP INDIA MITIGATE
MALNUTRITION AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

We should incentivize the production of these versatile crops to enhance our food security and
score gains on climate resilience
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This year, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution declaring 2023 the
International Year of Millets, as proposed by India to the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO). Millets possess immense potential in our battles against climate change and poverty, and
provide food, nutrition, fodder and livelihood security. Being hardy crops, they can withstand
extreme temperatures, floods and droughts. They also help mitigate the effects of climate
change through their low carbon footprint of 3,218-kilogram equivalent of carbon dioxide per
hectare, as compared to wheat and rice, with 3,968kg and 3,401kg, respectively, on the same
measure.
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The Indian government launched its Millet Mission in 2018 as part of the National Food Security
Mission, which has led to the promotion of technological interventions, improvement in seed
quality and a minimum support price (MSP) for what are popularly called bajra and jowar in
India. Millet Network of India and the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation were involved in
collective formation efforts to boost the domestic growth of millets. But the crop faces several
market and economic barriers. Their demand has been low, especially in urban markets. Unjust
pricing and value wringing by intermediaries have led to farmer distress. The huge potential of
millets in bolstering India’s food and nutritional security and reducing hunger deserves top-level
attention.
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Barriers to growth: Market dynamics need to favour the growth of millets. India is their largest
global producer, with a 41% market share, and a compound annual growth rate of 4.5% is
projected for the global millet market in the coming decade. But a rise in incomes and
urbanization, together with inadequate government policies, has led to millets being used for
various purposes other than for consumption. Over the years, several farmer organizations have
been set up to help small and marginal farmers overcome hindrances in millet production and
marketing. A study conducted to map the driving factors of millet demand showed that Indian
age and education-level trends went against this cereal grain. The prevalent market instability
calls for policies that protect the livelihood of farmers. Incentivizing the adoption of inter-cropping
(two or more crops planted side by side) and providing crop insurance and support for storage
facilities will foster income and food security. Millet marketing policies need to be broadened as
well.
A cultural connection: The cultivation of millets is deep-rooted in Indian culture. So it should not
surprise anyone that the re-introduction of cultural associations and festivals, such as the NorthEast Network in Nagaland organized in 2020 and Mandukiya in Vishakhapatnam celebrated
annually in June/July, has helped promote the growth of millets. Organizations like Deccan
Development Society have formed women’s collectives in Telangana and are promoting millets
through a culture-centric approach. Such crop sensitization has filtered into urban settings too.
In 2018, the #LetsMilletCampaign in Bengaluru saw the avant-garde use of millets in dishes
such as risotto and pizza by restaurateurs. In the same year, food delivery startups such as
FreshMenu rolled out millet-intensive menus that recorded swift orders.
Restoration of ecosystems and sustainability: In line with goals of the United Nations Decade of
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Ecosystem Restoration (2021-30), local practices can support rural economies. An estimate
from 2019 suggests that the restoration of 350 million hectares of land globally could result in
massive gains. Land degradation has been a major problem in India, causing massive economic
losses year after year. Drought-tolerant crops with low dependence on chemical inputs would
put far less pressure on ecosystems. The inter-cropping of millets with other crops is especially
beneficial because the fibrous roots of millet plants help in improving soil quality, keep water runoff in check and aid soil conservation in erosion-prone areas, thereby restoring natural
ecosystems.
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Biofuel and climate resilience: In June 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the
deadline for achieving 20% ethanol blending with petrol has been set for 2025, a measure aimed
at the reduction of carbon emissions from the combustion of fossil fuels. Most bio-ethanol in
India is produced using sugar molasses and maize. However, a study conducted among farmers
in Madhya Pradesh showed that bio-ethanol can be created using sorghum (jowar) and pearl
millet (bajra), and that this fuel could bring down carbon emissions by about half.
Estimates also suggest that millets can deliver greater returns than maize, while using 40% less
energy in processing. Millets also offer a significant cost advantage over maize as a feedstock
for bio-ethanol production.
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Millet cultivation clearly needs state support. The Odisha Millet Mission, for example, has
reportedly managed to motivate about 70,000 farmers to take up millet farming as part of this
programme. Incentives such as these need to be deployed across India for the country to bring
its sustainability goals closer within reach.
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Addressing SDGs: Millets can play a role in India’s sustainability policy interventions.
Contemporary research developments have shed light on the influence of millets on energy
optimization, climate resilience and ecosystem restoration. Millet farming has led to women’s
empowerment, too. The Odisha Millet Mission, for example, saw 7.2 million women emerge as
‘agri-preneurs’.
The value of millets is evident in their relevance to the sustainable development goals (SDGs) of
food security, nutrition and poverty eradication. Brimming with potential, millets can act as a vital
cog in the country’s sustainable development wheel if backed by policies that promote their
production, incentivize farmers and strengthen market linkages.
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Madhu Verma, Parul Sharma & Anjaney Singh are, respectively, chief economist, lead
researcher and consultant, Economics Centre, World Resources Institute India.
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VACCINE IN THE WORKS AGAINST NIPAH VIRUS
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The ChadOx1 vaccine vector was customised to protect against the Nipah virus.
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Can a Covishield-like vaccine give protection against the Nipah virus? Preliminary animal trial
results seem to suggest so. In July, researchers at the Jenner Institute, Oxford University and
the National Institutes of Health, United States, reported that the ChadOx1 vaccine vector, when
customised to the Nipah virus, fully protected African green monkeys, a primate species.
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No approved vaccine yet exists for the lethal Nipah virus that has killed a 12-year old boy in
Kozhikode, Kerala. An outbreak of the virus in the State in 2018 killed 17 of the 18 confirmed
with the virus.
The study appears on the pre-print server bioRxiv, indicating that it is yet to be peer-reviewed.
ChAdOx1 is a multi-purpose vaccine vector, meaning it can be customised to carry DNA from a
wide variety of pathogens. The version of ChAdOx1 that is used in the Covishield or
AstraZeneca vaccine is the ChAdOx1 with a piece of spike protein of SARS-CoV-2.

8 monkeys chosen
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For the Nipah study, the scientists loaded a piece of glycoprotein from a Nipah virus strain found
in Bangladesh, where annual outbreaks occur. This test vaccine for the purposes of the study
was called ChadOx1 NiV.
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One group of four monkeys was administered either two shots or a single shot of the
ChadOx1NiV and another group of four was given shots of a dummy protein (ChAdOx1 GFP),
again vectored by ChAdOx1. All the eight were then “challenged” or artificially infected with the
Nipah virus, some given via the nose and others through the throat.
Within three days, the unvaccinated group manifested disease symptoms and within 5-7 days
were euthanised after they were confirmed to manifest severe disease. On the other hand, the
vaccinated animals showed no disease.
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Throat and nose swabs from all unvaccinated animals revealed evidence of replicating virus
whereas swabs from one only one vaccinated animal showed such signs of virus.
“These data suggest the vaccine may provide close to complete protective immunity in African
green monkeys,” the scientists report in their study, “ If the next pandemic were to be caused by
a member of the genus Henipavirus [to which the Nipah virus belongs], the current study could
be influential in the development of a rapid vaccine.”
Hamster trial
The study in monkeys follows a study by the group on Syrian hamsters. Encouraging studies on
the primates pave the way for trials in people.
For instance, the group’s work on developing a vaccine for the Middle Eastern Respiratory Virus
(MERS) and tested in rhesus macaques paved the way for the development of the AstraZeneca
vaccine, which was among the first vaccines to be approved.
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INDIA’S DIGITAL ARCHITECTURE: FROM
INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPERSTRUCTURE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Industry & Services
Sector incl. MSMEs and PSUs

Factoring enablers and account aggregation can underpin our ecosystem for financial inclusion
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Even as India’s asset monetization initiative—the National Monetisation Pipeline—justifiably
garnered attention, two recent initiatives which are far more substantive did not get their fair
share of it. One was the Factoring Bill amendments passed on 29 July. Moving the Bill in the Lok
Sabha, the finance minister promised that thousands of non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs) would now be able to buy receivables from Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs). She was not exaggerating. Earlier, the law stipulated that for an NBFC to engage in
the factoring business, its: (i) financial assets in the factoring business and (ii) income from the
factoring business should both be more than 50% (of gross assets/net income), or more than a
threshold as notified by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The Bill removed this threshold for
NBFCs to engage in this business (bit.ly/3h4EPuZ).
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Then, on 3 September, the country announced the launch of its Account Aggregator platform.
Eight banks said that they would be rolling it out. Account Aggregators (AAs) are ‘data access
fiduciaries’ who act as the front end of its Data Empowerment and Protection Architecture
(DEPA). Okay, let me explain this in English. All of us leave various trails of data when we use
smartphones and public WiFi. We don’t think about it. But, financial data is different. It needs to
be secure and should be accessed only with the consent of the user (data owner) and for
purposes the user had consented to. That is what DEPA assures every Indian. It empowers you
and I, the folks who generate data when we do any transaction using digital means. AAs are
trustees of our data. They do not get to peer into its details. Nor can they use this data. With our
consent, however, they can pass on data from financial information providers (FIPs) to financial
information users (FIU).
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If you are an individual or run a small business and are applying for a collateral-free loan, the
lender might ask you to submit reams of documents to establish your credit worthiness. You
have to download these from different sources (bank statements, insurance policies, mutual
fund holdings, etc.) or give the lender access to the same. Now, upon your approval, AAs will do
that. The data in their hands will be encrypted and can only be decrypted by FIUs. These are
typically financial institutions.
What does account aggregation do? It fills an information gap efficiently, securely and
conveniently. This is critical. Most of the time, risk-based lending does not happen because
information is either unavailable or not easily retrievable, and hence lenders stick to collateralbased lending. Over time, as all parties get comfortable with the AA platform, that will change.
Every formal financial transaction that we do online can be useful information in meeting our
own future need for funding. In that sense, AAs can become agents of financial inclusion
(pwc.to/38H52eE).
This has been in the making since 2016. It is another important milestone in the amazing digital
transformation that the country is going through, most of which started with the PM Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY) and Aadhaar. In August, the National Association of Software and Service
Companies (Nasscom) had brought out a report on India’s digital public goods. That they are
public goods is very important. In the West, and in the US in particular, they are in private hands.
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They have become veritable monopolies. They own, control, dictate and manipulate what
information goes through the ‘highway’ that they have monopolized. In India, in contrast, “the
Government emerging as an enabler of citizen-centric services is one of the key factors driving
the rise of public digital platforms in India." Nasscom added that our digital platforms were
developed at low cost, were inter-operable and had been adopted on a large scale. In another
report, PwC India mentions that since its launch in April 2016, the Unified Payments Interface
has taken the Indian payment ecosystem by storm (pwc.to/38H52eE). In its August bulletin, RBI
notes that its Digital Payments Index rose 2.7 times in just three years after March 2018
(bit.ly/3zKDl0d).
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It is also gratifying to note that the Goods and Services Tax Network has been given in-principle
approval to become an FIP on the AA network. The GST network is such a huge repository of
information that its being part of any data network is a big plus for MSMEs to access finance.
Quietly, a lot of work has been done in the past seven years to empower and enable MSMEs.
Now, the GSTN and TReDS (Trade Receivables Discounting System) should shake hands and
make it automatic that if a buyer accepts an invoice for claiming input tax credit, then the invoice
shall be deemed accepted for TReDS purposes too. Further, if the GST Reverse Charge
Mechanism were to be applied to MSME suppliers (which are too small to be paying GST), it
could give the MSME sector a big boost.
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After that, the only thing that would be pending is an amendment to India’s MSME Act to allow
MSMEs to retain their classification until both sales turnover and investment criteria are
exceeded, rather than any one of them. That will serve as an enduring foundation on which a
durable edifice of economic growth can be built.
V. Anantha Nageswaran is a member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister.
These are the author’s personal views.
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NIPAH VIRUS: FOCUS ON SURVEILLANCE, CONTACT
TRACING, CENTRAL TEAM TELLS KERALA GOVT
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The Kerala government on Monday issued a Nipah management plan listing the health protocol
to be followed by government and private hospitals
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The central team from the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) that was deputed to
Kerala's Kozhikode district in the wake of the Nipah virus outbreak has submitted its
recommendations to the state government.
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Following this, Union health secretary Rajesh Bhushan to Kerala chief secretary VP Joy,
recommending the measures.
To control further spread of the virus, the team has suggested the state to focus on:
2. Contact tracing

3. Hospital infrastructure and logistics
Kerala govt's management plan
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The Kerala government on Monday issued a Nipah management plan listing the health protocol
to be followed by government and private hospitals.
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State health minister Veena George in a statement said district authorities can prepare a
separate management plan for Nipah and also informed that the treatment and discharge
guidelines were also published.
She asked all districts authorities to remain cautious and to keep under observation those who
are affected by encephalitis.
The state health department has been on high alert after a 12-year old boy from Kozhikode
succumbed to Nipah virus infection on Sunday.
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"The prime objective is surveillance, testing and treatment of the patients. As part of
surveillance, effective contact tracing and quarantine will be done. Treatment protocol will be
strictly followed and it will be constantly monitored," the minister said in a release.
The Nipah management plan will be coordinated at the state, district and hospital levels.
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The virus takes from 6-21 days to incubate and manifest as disease. | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto
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STORY SO FAR: Kerala has reported a fatality from a case of infection by the Nipah virus in the
northern district of Kozhikode bringing back memories of the chaos in May-June 2018 when the
same district reported 18 confirmed cases of which there were 17 laboratory-confirmed deaths.
It’s the high mortality associated with the virus that triggered panic across the State and the
country and when it was controlled the State’s healthcare surveillance system came in for praise
though, as it turned out, it was only a test-run for the pandemic of 2020.
The human Nipah virus, as it is called, is classified as an “emerging zoonotic disease”, meaning
that it can transfer to people after being incubated in other species. It was first recognised in a
large outbreak of 276 cases in Malaysia and Singapore from September 1998-1999.
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Prior to the Kerala outbreak of 2018, there have been several Nipah virus outbreaks in
Bangladesh with spillovers into India particularly in 2001 and 2007 at Siliguri and Nadia in West
Bengal. During the outbreak in Siliguri, 33 health workers and hospital visitors became ill after
exposure to patients hospitalised with Nipah virus illness. At least 70 people died in the
outbreaks in these two districts. In the 2018 outbreak in Kerala, four from the family of the first
person confirmed with the infection succumbed to the viral disease.

ac
k

Nipah virus (NiV) is classified as a “highly pathogenic paramyxovirus” and handling the virus
requires the highest grade of facilities called BS-4. The natural reservoir for the virus are large
fruit bats of Pteropus genus. From here the virus may pass on to pigs who may be infected after
eating fruits that are bitten on by infected bats.
The initial outbreaks were reported among pig breeders whereas in Bangladesh the virus was
suspected to have jumped to humans who directly consumed fruits that may have been
contaminated by bat saliva or urine. The virus takes from 6-21 days to incubate and manifest as
disease.
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Drinking of raw date palm sap contaminated with NiV and close physical contact with Nipahinfected patients are believed to be the two main modes of spread. The person-to person
transmission may occur from close physical contact, especially by contact with body fluids.
Unlike in the case of the novel coronavirus which is more airborne and can spread among great
distances, the Nipah virus isn’t a very efficient spreader. Contact with body fluids and an infected
person’s respiratory droplets, that aren’t expected to travel very far, are said to be the main
sources of spread which explains why close family members in a house are said to be at highest
risk along with the infection spreading in hospital settings between patients.
Fever, delirium, severe weakness, headache, respiratory distress, cough, vomiting, muscle pain,
convulsion, diarrhoea are the main associated symptoms. In infected people, Nipah virus causes
severe illness characterised by inflammation of the brain (encephalitis) or respiratory diseases
which is why it is associated with a high fatality rate. Because of the lethality of the virus, very
few labs such as the Pune-based National Institute of Virology are equipped to confirm it by
isolating the virus.
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Antibody tests that detect the presence of antibodies in the serum of cerebrospinal fluid can be
used to detect infection or the RNA of the virus can be detected from respiratory secretions,
urine or cerebrospinal fluid.
Currently there is no known treatment or vaccine available for either people or animals.
Ribavirin, an antiviral may have a role in reducing mortality among patients with encephalitis
caused by Nipah virus disease, according to a fact sheet by the National Centre for Disease
Control.
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The thrust of treatment relies on managing symptoms.
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There are, however, immunotherapeutic treatments (monoclonal antibody therapies) that are
currently under development and evaluation for treatment of NiV infections. One such
monoclonal antibody, m102.4, has completed phase 1 clinical trials and has been used on a
compassionate use basis. In addition, the antiviral treatment remdesivir has been effective in
nonhuman primates when given as post-exposure prophylaxis, according to the U.S. Centres for
Disease Control. There are no approved vaccines or even test-vaccines as part of human trials
for the virus.

Clinical trial to pair Covaxin, nasal vaccine doses on cards, Mr. Ella says.
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DCGI nod is significant given shortage of Covaxin.
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NIPAH AMIDST A PANDEMIC
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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India is far from being anywhere near the finish line with regard to the coronavirus pandemic,
even as fears of a Nipah virus outbreak have surfaced in Kerala with one confirmed death in
Kozhikode. While confirmed cases of the viral infection have been reported several times since
2001 in West Bengal and Kerala, it was the outbreak in 2018, in Kozhikode, that made headlines
after 17 deaths and 18 confirmed cases, underlining the high infection-associated fatality.
Outbreaks fanned by exotic viruses are not foreign to India: a glance at the weekly reports
compiled by the Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme shows the diversity of viral or
bacterial outbreaks that flash by with barely a mention, unless they threaten India’s metropolises
as outbreaks of dengue, H1N1, chikungunya or malaria sometimes do. However, the SARSCoV-2 pandemic also draws attention to significant outbreaks that preceded it. Nipah in
Kozhikode and Malappuram was the first outbreak where terms such as ‘contact tracing’, ‘RT
PCR’, ‘antigen test’, and ‘PPE kits’ became part of the ordinary discourse in Kerala. The State’s
public health system, earlier commended only for quality primary health care, earned
appreciation for its ability to establish links between the infected and their contacts and to isolate
them to prevent further spread.
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Explained | Nipah, a highly pathogenic paramyxovirus
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There are now established protocols — at the national level — for the three key aspects of a
potential pandemic: infection control, treatment and vaccination. When a contagion hits, the
world now understands what can and cannot be controlled within each geographic region’s
context. It is these lessons from the coronavirus pandemic that must inform future outbreaks. It
had become routine for Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, at intervals, to report outbreaks of ‘mystery
fevers’, when they were often easily diagnosable infections that were just a competent,
accessible laboratory test away. Thus, while there is no knowing if the latest Nipah outbreak in
India will peter out like in 2019 or be worse than in 2018, India must be heartened that the
potential of an outbreak evokes national concern and an anticipatory response unlike the earlier
and purely reactive approach. A standardised treatment for Nipah continues to be elusive and a
spike in cases could spell disaster given the high mortality rate. However, some studies suggest
that vaccines developed for the coronavirus, if adequately tweaked, may prove effective against
the Nipah virus too. Another potential candidate vaccine is in early human trials. Because
vaccination continues to be the best bet against the disease, the very fact that global attention
and capital no longer need to be coaxed to developing vaccines for tropical infections is itself a
key difference in how the world approaches outbreaks in the coronavirus era.
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WHY HASN’T MARITAL RAPE BEEN CRIMINALISED IN
INDIA YET?
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws
Institutions and Bodies

S.
co

m

In 2017, the Supreme Court, in Independent Thought v. Union of India, refused to delve into the
question of marital rape of adult women while examining an exception to Section 375 (rape) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) which allows a man to force sex on his wife. Recent rulings by High
Courts have been contradictory — one backed marital rape as a valid ground for divorce, while
another granted anticipatory bail to a man while concluding that forcible sex is not an “illegal
thing”. Why do differences persist despite the Justice J.S. Verma Committee recommendation to
criminalise marital rape? Shraddha Chaudhary and Manuraj Shunmugasundaram discuss
why marital rape has not been criminalised in India yet, in a conversation moderated by Sudipta
Datta. Edited excerpts:
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Shraddha Chaudhary: Section 375 of the IPC defines the offence of rape. It lays down which
physical acts are required to make out the offence, and it is a very broad definition. The second
important element of this definition is consent. Where these acts are done without the consent of
the woman, then the offence of rape is made out. This is the general rule, but there is an
exception, which says that sexual acts by a husband with his wife, if she is 18 years of age and
above, would not be rape. While the rest of the provision is centred on consent, this exception
does not talk about consent at all. It creates the legal fiction that a wife always consents to her
husband, which in effect means that her non-consent is irrelevant. It is of course possible for
there to be reprieve for rape within a marriage, but not as rape. If there are physical injuries,
then there can be reprieve for that separately. Marital rape may be recognised as a form of
cruelty, it may be a ground for divorce, but it is not punished as rape, which is a very distinct
wrong and has very distinct terms. That is where the lacuna in the law lies. Insofar as fixing it is
concerned, either Parliament may legislate and remove this exception, or a constitutional court
has to strike it down.
Why hasn’t marital rape been criminalised in India yet? | The Hindu Parley podcast
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Manuraj Shunmugasundaram: How did we end up here? Partly because we inherited an IPC
prior to the enactment of the Constitution, but that doesn’t absolve us of the deficiencies in the
present legal structure and ‘legal fiction’, as Ms. Chaudhary says. The so-called marital rape
immunity or the exception to rape, as we have structured it in our penal code, has been done
away with in other jurisdictions, and rightly so. Marital rape today exists in a very unique sort of
stratosphere wherein it can be a ground for cruelty and therefore, for divorce under the personal
laws, but it will not render the offender guilty of the offence itself.
Shraddha Chaudhary: Primarily, it should have fallen on Parliament to legislate and remove
this exception. But we should also keep in mind that courts have noted the cruelty of this
exception and they have acknowledged its problems. They have not gone on to strike it down
entirely. As far as Parliament is concerned, it is quite common to leave to the court legislation
that may not give very good political returns. We saw this with Section 377 as well. It had to be
struck down by the court finally.
Manuraj Shunmugasundaram: Parliament did miss an opportunity to enact changes, as
recommended by the Justice Verma Committee. The official response was that they wanted
further discussions around marital rape laws before they could enact it because it involves other
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Comment | Marital rape: an indignity to women
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questions of law as well. There might be some element of truth to that, but it exposes a
vulnerability to issues that may not have political mileage or in fact may have other political
ramifications. The Supreme Court missed a fantastic opportunity to go into these matters in the
Independent Thought case in 2017. Under Article 142, the Supreme Court has powers almost
equivalent to that of a lawmaking power. Like with the Navtej Johar case (2018) when the
Supreme Court missed an opportunity to provide the entire spectrum of civil marital inheritance
rights to non-heterosexual couples, the Supreme Court equally missed an opportunity during the
course of the Independent Thought case to extend its remit to look at all forms of marital rape
and not only that restricted to women below 18 years.

S.
co

Shraddha Chaudhary: The court made the conscious decision to restrict itself to the question
of minors. The case was framed as a question of parity between the IPC on the one hand and
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, on the other. I am sure a
lot of constitutional commentators will talk about the merits of judicial restraint, and there is an
argument to be made for that.

The legal message
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The issue is sensitive and can be controversial because a lot of people, including educated,
seemingly liberal people, still believe that criminalising marital rape will somehow threaten the
‘institution of marriage’ and will become some sort of a witch-hunt against husbands. These
arguments channel the Victorian morality of the IPC, which we have tried to counter but have not
quite done it fully, or as well as perhaps we would have liked to. That morality also captured the
common law of coverture, under which women had no rights after marriage, their rights were to
be exercised by their husbands, so they were completely reduced to the status of chattel, of
property.
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Manuraj Shunmugasundaram: They are extremely relevant in terms of how our own
jurisprudence could evolve in the coming years. We have seen how LGBTQ jurisprudence over
the last 15 years in other countries has impacted to some extent how India’s own jurisprudence
from Navtej Johar has changed with regard to LGBTQ rights. Ultimately, the recognition of the
perversity of the marital rape exception must come from within. For that we only need to look
towards Article 14. The most compelling argument in support of the marital rape exception as it
is prevalent in our statute today is that the institution of marriage is sacrosanct and that it should
not be disturbed. But the Constitution places no importance on any particular institution; the
Constitution is unequivocal in the significance given to the individual. A person deserves
equality, equal protection and autonomy. Therefore, the exception to marital rape in itself is
unconstitutional and violative of Article 14. Further, marital rape is an affront to the dignity of the
individual, which is protected under Article 21. Just because the nature of the relationship
between the victim and the offender is one of marriage, it does not absolve a person of the
crime. The argument that is built around the institution of marriage and its sanctity needs to be
broken, which is what has happened in other jurisdictions around us. Once we realise that, our
society will have no choice but to remove the marital rape exception.
Also read | Criminalising marital rape may destabilise institution of marriage, Centre tells HC
Shraddha Chaudhary: We can also learn from the experiences of countries which have
criminalised marital rape. It did not lead to a witch-hunt against husbands and definitely not to
the destruction of marriage. There are socio-economic differences between India and some of
the countries that have criminalised marital rape. I was reading that the government has used
that as well as a rationale against criminalising marital rape, saying that the poverty, illiteracy
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and diversity in this country make the issue complex. But we need to question to what extent
these factors map on to criminalising marital rape, and to what extent we can let them hamstring
us.
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Manuraj Shunmugasundaram: Most acts of sexual violence are away from eyewitnesses, and
to lead evidence is a challenge in itself. I don’t see why marital rape should be more difficult to
report or prove in court than any other sexual offence. The POCSO Act has been an important
step in ensuring that there is justice for child sexual abuse victims. Now we know that most
offenders of child sexual abuses are within the family, but we don’t give them immunity, right?
We don’t say there’s an institution of family, so let’s protect offenders who are within the same
family. We need to show that it is as absurd to ask for protection of a husband from marital rape
as it is to ask for protection of a family member from child sexual abuse.
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State on the other side

Shraddha Chaudhary: The marital space does create issues in reporting and prosecuting crime
— not because of the nature of the offence or what is being criminalised but because of the way
that the functionaries in the criminal justice system think of these things. The police, judges,
prosecutors and anyone with whom the complainant will have to interact — it is they who are
likely to create, either unwittingly or intentionally, barriers in reporting and prosecution because
in their minds, consent being presumed within a marriage may persevere, even if the law
happens to have changed.
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Manuraj Shunmugasundaram: Societal change is very important. It is not only patriarchy or
misogyny that needs to change, we need to challenge notions about the sanctity of marriage.
We need to check ourselves every time we indulge in blaming the victim. We also need to
challenge our conservative mindsets when it comes to discussing sexual offences or offences
that take place within the family. Just going back to POCSO, till date, such crimes are largely
under-reported, because most of the abuse is within the family.
Also read

The unhappy task of policing bedrooms

cr

Shraddha Chaudhary: There have existed certain power structures in our society, typically
based on caste and gender. When these power structures are challenged by laws, the rhetoric
of misuse comes in. That is the strongest kind of weapon operationalised against the
implementation of such laws. It’s important to counter such narratives as well as to establish that
misuse is extremely unlikely. We must believe victims, complainants, and [see this] hullabaloo of
misuse as a red herring. We need to counter this [misuse argument] strongly in politics,
judgments, civil society.
Manuraj Shunmugasundaram: The roadmap is readily available for either the constitutional
courts or Parliament to act on this. We need to frame the discussion around rape as an offence
against bodily integrity and we need to emphasise the importance of the rights of the individual,
as laid down in Article 14. We need to tell people that every act must be protected with consent.
Manuraj Shunmugasundaram is advocate, Madras High Court, and spokesperson of the DMK;
Shraddha Chaudhary is lecturer, Jindal Global Law School, Sonepat, and PhD candidate (law),
University of Cambridge
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 32
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2021-09-11

m

UNION MINISTER FOR FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES, SHRI PASHUPATI KUMAR PARAS AND
MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES, SHRI PRAHLAD SINGH PATEL
VIRTUALLY INAUGURATE 7 FOOD PROCESSING
PROJECTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues
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Th Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Shri Pashupati Kumar Paras and the Minister
of State for Food Processing Industries, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, inaugurated 7 food
processing projects at Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, through video
conferencing here today as part of the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebrations.
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The total cost of these 7 projects is about Rs.164.46 crores and a grant in aid of Rs. 27.99
crores has been approved by the Ministry. Along with this, 3,100 people will get direct and
indirect employment, and 16,500 farmers and entrepreneurs will be benefited from these
projects.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Pashupati Kumar Paras said that I would like to convey my
appreciation to the promoters of these projects for developing state-of-the-art processing
facilities which will prove a milestone in the growth of food processing sector, benefit farmers,
growers, processors and consumers of respective regions and adjoining areas immensely.
Addressing the ceremony, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel said that if the surplus crops/products are
processed locally, that would be ideal, and everyone would benefit from it. While talking to the
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promoters, he added that we all have to work together for establishing presence of our brands at
international level so as to ensure recognition to our processed products.

The seven projects inaugurated today are as follows-
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Project Name

District, State
Scheme

cr

Project Cost
(in Rs. crores)

Grant fromthe Ministry
(in Rs. crores)
M/s Paakhi Business Pvt. Ltd.
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh
BFL
17.01
5.00
M/s Bikanerwala Foods
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Gautam Buddh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh
CEFPPC
67.92
5.00
M/s MouryaAquax
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West Godavari, Andhra Pradesh
Cold Chain Scheme
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44.77
9.83

M/s SKM Egg Product Export (India) Ltd.
Erode, Tamil Nadu

19.99
5.00

IA

CEFPPC
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M/s Samson CNO Industries
Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu
CEFPPC
9.47
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3.16

Centre for Excellence in Grain Sciences
Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu
IIFPT
2.70
--School of Sensory Science
Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu
IIFPT
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To commemorate 75 years of India's Independence, the Government of India is celebrating the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.' As a part of the celebration, the Ministry of Food Processing
Industries is celebrating Food Processing Week from 6 September 2021 to 12 September 2021,
under which the Ministry is organizing various programmes.
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Meanwhile, aWorkshop on Honey Processing under 'One District One Product' was organized
by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries at Bhatinda, Punjab today. Rs. 22.02 lakh to
Districts Project Management Unit (DPMU) of SRLM for 74 SHG members and Rs.2.01 Cr. to
213 Community Based Organisations for 1,250 SHG members was transferred today as Seed
Capital in Meghalaya and Assam respectively, under the PMFME Scheme.
As part of the 'Food Processing Week' campaign, the success story of the beneficiary of the
PMFME scheme, Mrs. Sudha Mahipal of Annapoorna Foods India, was also published on the
Ministry's website in the 'Atmanirbhar Enterprises' series.
***
SNC/PK/RR
Th Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Shri Pashupati Kumar Paras and the Minister
of State for Food Processing Industries, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, inaugurated 7 food
processing projects at Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, through video
conferencing here today as part of the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebrations.
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The total cost of these 7 projects is about Rs.164.46 crores and a grant in aid of Rs. 27.99
crores has been approved by the Ministry. Along with this, 3,100 people will get direct and
indirect employment, and 16,500 farmers and entrepreneurs will be benefited from these
projects.
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Speaking on the occasion, Shri Pashupati Kumar Paras said that I would like to convey my
appreciation to the promoters of these projects for developing state-of-the-art processing
facilities which will prove a milestone in the growth of food processing sector, benefit farmers,
growers, processors and consumers of respective regions and adjoining areas immensely.
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Addressing the ceremony, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel said that if the surplus crops/products are
processed locally, that would be ideal, and everyone would benefit from it. While talking to the
promoters, he added that we all have to work together for establishing presence of our brands at
international level so as to ensure recognition to our processed products.
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The seven projects inaugurated today are as follows-

Scheme

Project Cost
(in Rs. crores)
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Grant fromthe Ministry
(in Rs. crores)

M/s Paakhi Business Pvt. Ltd.
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh
BFL
17.01
5.00
M/s Bikanerwala Foods
Gautam Buddh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh
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67.92
5.00
M/s MouryaAquax
West Godavari, Andhra Pradesh
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Cold Chain Scheme
44.77
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9.83

M/s SKM Egg Product Export (India) Ltd.
Erode, Tamil Nadu
CEFPPC

5.00
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19.99

M/s Samson CNO Industries
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Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu
CEFPPC
9.47
3.16
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Centre for Excellence in Grain Sciences
Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu
IIFPT
2.70
--School of Sensory Science
Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu
IIFPT
2.50
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To commemorate 75 years of India's Independence, the Government of India is celebrating the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.' As a part of the celebration, the Ministry of Food Processing
Industries is celebrating Food Processing Week from 6 September 2021 to 12 September 2021,
under which the Ministry is organizing various programmes.
Meanwhile, aWorkshop on Honey Processing under 'One District One Product' was organized
by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries at Bhatinda, Punjab today. Rs. 22.02 lakh to
Districts Project Management Unit (DPMU) of SRLM for 74 SHG members and Rs.2.01 Cr. to
213 Community Based Organisations for 1,250 SHG members was transferred today as Seed
Capital in Meghalaya and Assam respectively, under the PMFME Scheme.
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As part of the 'Food Processing Week' campaign, the success story of the beneficiary of the
PMFME scheme, Mrs. Sudha Mahipal of Annapoorna Foods India, was also published on the
Ministry's website in the 'Atmanirbhar Enterprises' series.
***
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WEBINAR ON RICE FORTIFICATION: A
COMPLEMENTARY APPROACH TO ADDRESS
NUTRITIONAL ANAEMIA ORGANISED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

m

To mark the ongoing 4th Rashtriya Poshan Maah, the Department of Food and Public
Distribution under Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Ministry of
Women and Child Development jointly organised a webinar on ‘Rice Fortification: A
complementary approach to address Nutritional Anaemia’ with technical support of the World
Food Programme on Friday.
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The Secretary, Department of Food and Public Distribution, Sh. Sudhanshu Pandey in his
keynote address said “It’s a momentous time in the Public Distribution history that such a major
decision has been taken.”
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Honourable Prime Minister in his address on the 75th Independence Day (15th August, 2021)
made an announcement that fortified rice will be provided through all Government of India
schemes.

“We have been given a time frame that by 2024 we have to supply fortified rice to the entire
public distribution system,” he added.
“I am particularly happy that Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) and the
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Department of School Education & Literacy are looking to the vulnerability of children and
students,” he said adding on “They took decision to supply fortified rice for their Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS) programmes and Mid-Day Meal Programmes from 1st of April this
year. As a result of which, we got an opportunity to work through an entire ecosystem of rice
fortification and prepare ourselves to something which was much bigger.”
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“India has been taking promising steps to ensure food security and improving the nutrition
outcomes of its population, it is, therefore, about time that fortification is integrated into the larger
response to address malnutrition in the country with the understanding that it will reinforce,
complement and support ongoing nutrition improvement programmes such as supplementation
& dietary diversification,” said Secretary, Department of Food and Public Distribution, Shri
Sudhanshu Pandey.
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“There is a need to amplify efforts to spread awareness about fortified rice and its benefits so
that demand is created and acceptability for nutrient-enriched rice is better. All stakeholders
must come together to create awareness campaigns using local languages,” Shri Pandey
added.
Dr. Shariqua Yunus, Head, Nutrition and School Feeding Unit, WFP while talking about ‘Rice
Fortification: Concept and process’ said that anemia continues to be a problem in the country.
“Over last 10 years, the reduction in prevalence of anemia is slightly less than expected,” said
claiming that fortified rice is the most sustainable solution to the health issues.
Ms. Inoshi Sharma, Director, FSSAI talked about ‘Benefits of fortified rice, Myth and
Misconception around fortified rice’ and emphasized, “There is absolutely no difference between
rice and fortified rice.”
Pertinently, 7 States have already started the distribution of fortified rice. Approx. 2.47 Lakh MT
of fortified rice is distributed till August 2021 under the pilot scheme. Production of Fortified Rice
Kernels (FRK) is increased from 7250 MT in 2018 to around 60,000 MT yearly. (additional
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25,000 – 30,000MT/year is also in the pipeline)
Nearly 3100 Rice mills have installed blending unit in 15 Key States with cumulative monthly
blending capacity of around 18.0 Lakh MT for production of fortified rice. Standards have been
established for fortified rice through regulatory agency such as Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI). Similarly, Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has been requested to
come out with a standard for extruder and blending machines for fortified rice production for
uniformity.
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Pallavi Agarwal, Joint Secretary, WCD during her address emphasized on the importance of
sustainable diet. She said that the Ministry of Women and Child Development has planned a
series of activities particularly on nutrition awareness, throughout the month in tandem with the
States/UTs under POSHAN Mah. These awareness activities will be particularly carried out in
the grassroots level.
A flagship programme of Government of India, POSHAN Abhiyan aims at improving nutritional
outcome for children, adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers. The programme
was launched by Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi on March 8, 2018 on the occasion of
International Women’s Day from Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan.

IA

The POSHAN (Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition) Abhiyan directs the
attention of the country towards the problem of malnutrition and address it in a mission-mode.
Focusing on the aims of POSHAN Abhiyan, Mission Poshan 2.0 (SakshamAnganwadi and
Poshan 2.0) has been announced in the Budget 2021-2022 as an integrated nutrition support
programme, to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, outreach and outcomes with focus on
developing practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity to disease and malnutrition.
**
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To mark the ongoing 4th Rashtriya Poshan Maah, the Department of Food and Public
Distribution under Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Ministry of
Women and Child Development jointly organised a webinar on ‘Rice Fortification: A
complementary approach to address Nutritional Anaemia’ with technical support of the World
Food Programme on Friday.
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The Secretary, Department of Food and Public Distribution, Sh. Sudhanshu Pandey in his
keynote address said “It’s a momentous time in the Public Distribution history that such a major
decision has been taken.”
Honourable Prime Minister in his address on the 75th Independence Day (15th August, 2021)
made an announcement that fortified rice will be provided through all Government of India
schemes.
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“We have been given a time frame that by 2024 we have to supply fortified rice to the entire
public distribution system,” he added.
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“I am particularly happy that Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) and the
Department of School Education & Literacy are looking to the vulnerability of children and
students,” he said adding on “They took decision to supply fortified rice for their Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS) programmes and Mid-Day Meal Programmes from 1st of April this
year. As a result of which, we got an opportunity to work through an entire ecosystem of rice
fortification and prepare ourselves to something which was much bigger.”
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“India has been taking promising steps to ensure food security and improving the nutrition
outcomes of its population, it is, therefore, about time that fortification is integrated into the larger
response to address malnutrition in the country with the understanding that it will reinforce,
complement and support ongoing nutrition improvement programmes such as supplementation
& dietary diversification,” said Secretary, Department of Food and Public Distribution, Shri
Sudhanshu Pandey.

“There is a need to amplify efforts to spread awareness about fortified rice and its benefits so
that demand is created and acceptability for nutrient-enriched rice is better. All stakeholders
must come together to create awareness campaigns using local languages,” Shri Pandey
added.
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Dr. Shariqua Yunus, Head, Nutrition and School Feeding Unit, WFP while talking about ‘Rice
Fortification: Concept and process’ said that anemia continues to be a problem in the country.
“Over last 10 years, the reduction in prevalence of anemia is slightly less than expected,” said
claiming that fortified rice is the most sustainable solution to the health issues.
Ms. Inoshi Sharma, Director, FSSAI talked about ‘Benefits of fortified rice, Myth and
Misconception around fortified rice’ and emphasized, “There is absolutely no difference between
rice and fortified rice.”
Pertinently, 7 States have already started the distribution of fortified rice. Approx. 2.47 Lakh MT
of fortified rice is distributed till August 2021 under the pilot scheme. Production of Fortified Rice
Kernels (FRK) is increased from 7250 MT in 2018 to around 60,000 MT yearly. (additional
25,000 – 30,000MT/year is also in the pipeline)
Nearly 3100 Rice mills have installed blending unit in 15 Key States with cumulative monthly
blending capacity of around 18.0 Lakh MT for production of fortified rice. Standards have been
established for fortified rice through regulatory agency such as Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI). Similarly, Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has been requested to

Page 45
come out with a standard for extruder and blending machines for fortified rice production for
uniformity.
Pallavi Agarwal, Joint Secretary, WCD during her address emphasized on the importance of
sustainable diet. She said that the Ministry of Women and Child Development has planned a
series of activities particularly on nutrition awareness, throughout the month in tandem with the
States/UTs under POSHAN Mah. These awareness activities will be particularly carried out in
the grassroots level.
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A flagship programme of Government of India, POSHAN Abhiyan aims at improving nutritional
outcome for children, adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers. The programme
was launched by Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi on March 8, 2018 on the occasion of
International Women’s Day from Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan.

S.
co

The POSHAN (Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition) Abhiyan directs the
attention of the country towards the problem of malnutrition and address it in a mission-mode.
Focusing on the aims of POSHAN Abhiyan, Mission Poshan 2.0 (SakshamAnganwadi and
Poshan 2.0) has been announced in the Budget 2021-2022 as an integrated nutrition support
programme, to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, outreach and outcomes with focus on
developing practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity to disease and malnutrition.
**
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TRIBAL AFFAIRS MINISTRY AND AIIMS ORGANIZED
WORKSHOP FOR NGOS FOR MISSION OF SAHI
POSHAN-DESH ROSHAN AS PART OF POSHAN MAAH
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

Key Highlights:
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A workshop for Non-Governmental Organizations on Nutrition and Health was organized by
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs on 09th September, 2021, as part of its POSHAN MAAH activities.
The purpose of the workshop was to closely associate NGOs working with Ministry of Tribal
Affairs in the mission of Sahi Poshan-.Desh Roshan.The workshop was attended by more than
70 NGOs who are working in the health sector in tribal areas.
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Ms. Anuja Agarwala, Senior Dietician, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi
explained the need for proper nutrition during pregnancy, for lactating mothers and beyond.

cr

Ms. Richa Jaiswal, Senior Dietician, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi gave
detailed information on optimal nutrition for Heart Health and beyond. A chart showing age-wise
nutrition needs was also shared with the participating NGOs by them.

The workshop was organized by Tribal Health Cell under Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Dr Navaljit
kapoor, Jt Secy, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Ms Vinita Srivastava, Advisor tribal health
explained the importance of nutrition and various activities undertaken by Ministry for improving
health and wellness of tribal population.

Ministry of Tribal Affairs is working with more than 350 Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) who have roots in difficult geographies like LWE, hilly, remote and border areas. It is
important to associate such organizations as they have capacity to cater comparatively service
deficient areas where direct outreach of Government services through its institutional
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mechanism is not adequate: They also have understanding of the local context in terms of
barriers and facilitators. Tribal women have higher IMR and MMR mainly because of their poor
nutritional status and tribal children have higher incidence of anemia, stunting and wasting. For
ensuring effective implementation of nutrition strategies, it is important to understand tribal
culture, practices and traditional indigenous knowledge systems while designing and
provisioning context-specific services to tribal women and children for improving their health
condition.
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Ministry has planned many such activities jointly with MoWCD for the Poshan Maah.
*****
NB/SK
Key Highlights:
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A workshop for Non-Governmental Organizations on Nutrition and Health was organized by
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs on 09th September, 2021, as part of its POSHAN MAAH activities.
The purpose of the workshop was to closely associate NGOs working with Ministry of Tribal
Affairs in the mission of Sahi Poshan-.Desh Roshan.The workshop was attended by more than
70 NGOs who are working in the health sector in tribal areas.
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Ms. Anuja Agarwala, Senior Dietician, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi
explained the need for proper nutrition during pregnancy, for lactating mothers and beyond.

Ms. Richa Jaiswal, Senior Dietician, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi gave
detailed information on optimal nutrition for Heart Health and beyond. A chart showing age-wise
nutrition needs was also shared with the participating NGOs by them.

The workshop was organized by Tribal Health Cell under Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Dr Navaljit
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kapoor, Jt Secy, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Ms Vinita Srivastava, Advisor tribal health
explained the importance of nutrition and various activities undertaken by Ministry for improving
health and wellness of tribal population.
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Ministry of Tribal Affairs is working with more than 350 Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) who have roots in difficult geographies like LWE, hilly, remote and border areas. It is
important to associate such organizations as they have capacity to cater comparatively service
deficient areas where direct outreach of Government services through its institutional
mechanism is not adequate: They also have understanding of the local context in terms of
barriers and facilitators. Tribal women have higher IMR and MMR mainly because of their poor
nutritional status and tribal children have higher incidence of anemia, stunting and wasting. For
ensuring effective implementation of nutrition strategies, it is important to understand tribal
culture, practices and traditional indigenous knowledge systems while designing and
provisioning context-specific services to tribal women and children for improving their health
condition.

Ministry has planned many such activities jointly with MoWCD for the Poshan Maah.
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IITS TOP CENTRE’S RANKINGS FOR 2021
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Among engineering institutions, the IIT, Madras was number one, followed by the IITs in Delhi,
Bombay, Kanpur, Kharagpur, Roorkee, Guwahati and Hyderabad, and the National Institutes of
Technology (NITs) in Tiruchirapalli and Surathkal.
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For management institutions, IIM-Ahmedabad was ranked one, followed by IIM-Bangalore, IIMCalcutta, IIT-Kozhikode, IIT-Delhi, IIM-Indore, IIM-Lucknow, Xavier Labour Relations Institute in
Jamshedpur, IIT-Kharagpur and IIT-Bombay. Jamia Hamdard was ranked one for pharmacy,
followed by Panjab University. Manipal College of Dental Sciences was ranked the best in the
dental category.
All-India Institute of Medical Sciences in New Delhi scored the top rank for medical institutions,
followed by Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research in Chandigarh, Christian
Medical College in Vellore, National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences in Bengaluru,
Sanjay Gandhi Postgraduate Institute of Medical Sciences in Lucknow, Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham, BHU, Jawaharlal Institute of Post Graduate Medical Education and Research in
Puducherry, King George’s Medical University in Lucknow and Kasturba Medical College in
Manipal.

IA

Among institutions teaching law, National Law School of India University in Bengaluru was
ranked number one, followed by National Law University in Delhi, NALSAR University of Law in
Hyderabad, West Bengal National University of Juridicial Sciences, IIT-Kharagpur, Gujarat
National Law University, Jamia Millia Islamia, National Law University in Jodhpur, Symbiosis
Law School in Pune and Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology in Bhubaneswar.
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IISc was ranked the best research institution, a category included for the first time. Miranda
House in Delhi remained the best college, followed by Lady Shri Ram College for Women and
Loyola College.
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While releasing the rankings, Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said there was need for
developing regional ranking frameworks and increasing participation by institutions. The Ministry
launched the rankings in 2016 and has added more categories over the years.
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STANDARD DUTY RATES ON EDIBLE OILS SLASHED
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India

The government reduced the standard rate of duty on both crude and refined palm oil, soyabean
oil and sunflower oil in order to reduce edible oil prices with effect from Saturday, a statement by
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution said.

m

The standard rate of duty on crude palm oil, crude soyabean oil and crude sunflower oil was
reduced to 2.5%, it said. Similarly, the standard rate of duty was reduced to 32.5% for refined
palm oil, refined soyabean oil and refined sunflower oil.
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It added that in the same notification that was issued on Friday, agri-cess for crude palm oil had
been increased to 20% from 17.5%.
The Ministry said: “It may be noted that the international prices and thereby domestic prices of
edible oils have been ruling high during 2021-22 which is a cause of serious concern from
inflation as well as consumer’s point of view. Import duty on edible oils is one of the important
factors that impacted landed cost of edible oils and thereby domestic prices.”
Rs. 1,100 crore worth cuts
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The Ministry said it had taken several steps from February to August to mitigate the situation.
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“The duty cuts already made amount to an estimated Rs. 3,500 crore in a full year. With the
current/latest reduced import duty worth Rs. 1,100 crore in full year, total direct value of benefits
expected to be passed on to the consumers, in terms of duties given up by government, is Rs.
4,600 crore,” the Ministry said.
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The virus takes from 6 to 21 days to incubate and manifest as disease. | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto
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The story so far: Kerala has reported a fatality from a case of infection by the Nipah virus in the
northern district of Kozhikode bringing back memories of the chaos in May-June 2018 when the
same district reported 18 confirmed cases of which there were 17 laboratory-confirmed deaths.
It’s the high mortality associated with the virus that triggered panic across the State and the
country and when it was controlled the State’s healthcare surveillance system came in for praise
though, as it turned out, it was only a test-run for the pandemic of 2020. This time, of the 274
people identified as being among the primary contacts of the 12-year-old boy who died, 68 have
tested negative. Close to 15,000 people who live within a three-kilometre radius of the boy’s
family, too, are being surveyed for symptoms.
The human Nipah virus, as it is called, is classified as an “emerging zoonotic disease”, meaning
that it can transfer to people after being incubated in other species. It was first recognised in a
large outbreak of 276 cases in Malaysia and Singapore from September 1998-1999.
Editorial | Nipah amidst a pandemic
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Prior to the Kerala outbreak of 2018, there have been several Nipah virus outbreaks in
Bangladesh with spillovers into India particularly in 2001 and 2007 at Siliguri and Nadia in West
Bengal. During the outbreak in Siliguri, 33 health workers and hospital visitors became ill after
exposure to patients hospitalised with Nipah virus illness. At least 70 people died in the
outbreaks in these two districts. In the 2018 outbreak in Kerala, four from the family of the first
person confirmed with the infection succumbed to the viral disease.
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The Nipah virus (NiV) is classified as a “highly pathogenic paramyxovirus”, and handling it
requires the highest grade of facilities called BS-4. The natural reservoir for the virus is large fruit
bats of the Pteropus genus. From here the virus may pass on to pigs which may be infected
after eating fruits that are bitten on by infected bats. It’s also possible for the virus to have
jumped to humans from bats without pigs being involved, as in previous outbreaks in
Bangladesh, via direct contact or through fruits contaminated by bats. Kerala has several fruit
plantations that host several species of bats. While investigations are on to determine if there
are infected bats in the districts, so far no evidence has emerged. In 2018 too, the animal source
of the virus wasn’t established. The virus takes 6-21 days to incubate and manifest as disease.
Unlike in the case of the coronavirus which is airborne and can spread across great distances,
Nipah does not transmit efficiently. Contact with body fluids and an infected person’s respiratory
droplets are the most common ways to catch an infection which explains why those who share a
house or hospital facilities harbouring the infected patients are at the greatest risk.
Fever, delirium, severe weakness, headache, respiratory distress, cough, vomiting, muscle pain,
convulsion and diarrhoea are the main symptoms. Inflammation of the brain (encephalitis) or
respiratory diseases are common too, hence the 40%-75% fatality rate. Because of the lethality
of the virus, very few Indian laboratories like the Pune-based National Institute of Virology are
equipped to isolate the virus using cell culture methods. However, the virus’s presence in blood
or saliva samples can be determined — like coronavirus tests — in commercial antibody tests
that detect the presence of antibodies in the serum. Tests like RT-PCR, undertaken by
commercial laboratories, can also be used to detect the virus.
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Currently, there is no known treatment or vaccine for either people or animals. Ribavirin, an
antiviral, may have a role in reducing mortality among patients with encephalitis caused by the
Nipah virus disease, according to a fact-sheet by the National Centre for Disease Control. The
thrust of treatment relies on managing symptoms. There are, however, immunotherapeutic
treatments (monoclonal antibody therapies) that are under development and evaluation. One
such monoclonal antibody, m102.4, has completed Phase 1 clinical trials, and has been used on
a compassionate use basis. In addition, the antiviral treatment Remdesivir has been effective in
non-human primates when given as post-exposure prophylaxis, according to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. There are no approved vaccines but recent studies have
shown that a Covishield-like vaccine fully protected a small group of primates (Green African
monkeys). Another vaccine candidate has been in preliminary human trials, with the results
expected later this year.

Clinical trial to pair Covaxin, nasal vaccine doses on cards, Mr. Ella says.
DCGI nod is significant given shortage of Covaxin.
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NEP SCHOOLS: THE FUTURE
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Education and related issues

A file photo of students attending online class in Bengaluru.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has been the greatest disruptor in the education sector. It has brought
the future to us sooner than we ever imagined. Had there been no pandemic, the use of digital
technologies in education would not have been so rampant. Many of our teachers would have
superannuated without ever learning to browse on devices. Learners would not have been
exposed to a huge variety of innovative content or digital formats of education in their own
languages. The engagement of parents and communities in their child’s education would have
been a distant dream. The essential role of schools and teachers in caretaking and the
mental/physical/cognitive development of a child would not have been so permanently
established. The need for foundational literacy and preventing dropouts would not have been so
intensely realised. And the need to overcome the digital divide would not have been felt so
acutely.
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The schools of the future and the future of schooling are now both subject to intense debate,
especially with the coming in of the National Education Policy 2020. But certain broad
understandings have emerged that most agree upon. Firstly, there is already a discernible shift
in the focus from physical infrastructure towards digital and virtual requirements. Secondly, it is
not edtech as much as it is the traditional face-to-face modes of learning in schools that will
continue to be the greatest equaliser in education. Thirdly, skill-building for the requirements of
the 21st century has assumed great significance. Fourth, accelerated and even differentiated
instructional interventions will be required to overcome and reverse the impact of the pandemic.
Lastly, it is likely that there will be more pressure on the government schooling system to expand
its intake.
The blank pages in India’s online learning experience
In this scenario, for schools to emerge as strong, inclusive and professional educational
systems, it is essential to imagine what the schools of the future will be like. We believe that the
following four qualities will define the schools of the future, both public and private.
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Firstly, schools will encourage extended networks rather than remain as closed classroom
communities. A wise person said, “In school, you’re taught a lesson and then given a test. In life,
you’re given a test that teaches you a lesson.” Over the last couple of centuries, our education
systems have shifted towards methods that may help individuals acquire knowledge, but may
not equip them with life skills. As a result, we hardly have job creators passing out of the school
precincts. We have many day-to-day problems, but very few problem-solvers. Future schools
will go beyond the school walls. They will take teaching-learning to informal settings such as
topic circles and eco clubs, visits to the neighbourhood, to museums or scientific laboratories,
etc. Learners will be green in their approach, tech-savvy, connected to their roots and to the
world, and will be able to effectively link their curriculum to their lives.
Secondly, schools will be pro-active innovators. They will adopt innovative pedagogies and
differentiated instructions as per the needs of the learners to enable them to become knowledge
creators and, eventually, job creators. They will utilise innovative methods of assessment to
bring out the unique potential of every child, harness innovative technologies for teaching,
learning and administration, and usher in a general culture of innovation and entrepreneurship
as an integral aspect of the curricular transaction.
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E-learning in India, a case of bad education
Thirdly, the future of jobs also has a direct bearing on the schools of the future. Routine jobs will
become scarce. Students of the future will have to struggle with the new set of capabilities
needed, hyper-information digressing into disinformation, virtual teams not seeing each other
physically, and will constantly experience a swing between super speciality and crossdisciplinary skills. Curiosity and lifelong learning will become imperatives. Future schools will be
future-oriented and connected to the job market, capable of empowering, and building the skills
of learners for jobs that are yet to be created and technologies that are yet to be invented.
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Lastly, schools will forge stronger and more trusting engagement with families and communities.
The online world of e-parents-teachers meetings (e-PTMs), e-guidance to parents, and social
media-based active communication with parents during the pandemic has opened up an entire
world of possibilities. Parents, siblings, grandparents and other family members will turn out to
be the most powerful ally and support in the effective delivery of education at all levels during
the pandemic. This aspect will become robust and institutionalised. Local self-governments,
health workers, environmentalists, civil society organisations (CSOs) and the community at large
will be actively engaged in future schools in offering services, support, infrastructure, internships,
exposure to future jobs, and learning from beyond the school boundaries, to create a vibrant
school ecosystem.
Many parents take children out of private schools
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The future depends on the decisions we make in the present, and lest we forget, the future of
the country is enrolled in our schools today. Future schools will build the character of the
children and set them free to discover the world, shape it and contribute to make it just and
equitable.
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Anita Karwal is Secretary and Rajnish Kumar, Director in the Department of School Education,
Government of India
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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‘SAMAJIK ADHIKARITA SHIVIR’ FOR DIVYANGJAN
AND SENIOR CITIZENS
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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A ‘Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’ for distribution of aids and assistive devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under
the ADIP Scheme and to Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ of the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India will be organized by ALIMCO which is a
Public Sector Enterprise under Administrative control of Department of Empowerment of Person
with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Govt. of India on 17.09.2021 at Golden Palace, Sarojini Nagar,
Kanpur.
A total of 3610 aids and assistive devices valued at Rs.65.49 Lakhs will be distributed free of
cost to 59 Divyangjan and 357 Senior Citizens which are assessed in the month of August 2021
at different 6 locations/ blocks by following the SOP prepared by the Department in view of
COVID-19 Pandemic.
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The Distribution function to be held on 17.09.2021 at 10:30 to 11:00 AM, will be attended
virtually by Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of
India, as the Chief Guest, Sh.Satish Mahana, Minister of Industrial Development Govt. of UP,
Smt. Nilima Katiyar, State Minister of Higher Education, Science & Technology, Govt. of UP,
Smt. Pramila Pandey, Mayor of Kanpur Nagar , Sh. Satyadev Pachori , Member of Parliament,
Kanpur Nagar, Sh. Arun Pathak, Legislative Council Member, Sh.Salil Vishnoi, Legislative
Council Member, Sh. Surendra Maithani, MLA, Govind Nagar & Sh.Mahesh Trivedi, MLA, Kidvai
Nagar shall attend the function by being physically present at the main venue alongwith other
dignitaries.
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A ‘Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’ for distribution of aids and assistive devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under
the ADIP Scheme of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India will
be organized by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) in
association with ALIMCO and District Administration Jammu on 17.09.2021 at Rajbhawan,
Jammu.
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A total of 1124 aids and assistive devices valued at Rs.46.03 Lakhs will be distributed free of
cost to 528 Divyangjan at Block/Panchayat levels by following the SOP prepared by the
Department in view of COVID-19 Pandemic.
The Distribution function to be held on 17.09.2021 at 11.00 AM to 11:30 AM, will be attended
virtually by Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of
India, as the Chief Guest and Lt. Governor Sh. Manoj Sinha Jammu, shall attend the function by
being physically present at the main venue alogwith other dignitaries.
Assessment Camp for Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ of the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India will be organized by ALIMCO in
association with District Administration Varanasi (UP) starting on 17.09.2021 till 30.09.2021.The
Inaugural Assessment Camp to be held on 17.09.2021 will be attended virtually by Dr. Virendra
Kumar, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India & Union Minister will
be physically present on 18.09.2021 in Varanasi to have firsthand review the preparations and
the process of assessment camp by personal interaction with the beneficiary.
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Assessment Camp of aids and assistive devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP Scheme &
Assessment of Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ will be organized from
17.09.2021 onwards wherein Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India
will be virtually present through Video Conferencing.
********
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A ‘Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’ for distribution of aids and assistive devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under
the ADIP Scheme and to Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ of the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India will be organized by ALIMCO which is a
Public Sector Enterprise under Administrative control of Department of Empowerment of Person
with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Govt. of India on 17.09.2021 at Golden Palace, Sarojini Nagar,
Kanpur.
A total of 3610 aids and assistive devices valued at Rs.65.49 Lakhs will be distributed free of
cost to 59 Divyangjan and 357 Senior Citizens which are assessed in the month of August 2021
at different 6 locations/ blocks by following the SOP prepared by the Department in view of
COVID-19 Pandemic.
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The Distribution function to be held on 17.09.2021 at 10:30 to 11:00 AM, will be attended
virtually by Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of
India, as the Chief Guest, Sh.Satish Mahana, Minister of Industrial Development Govt. of UP,
Smt. Nilima Katiyar, State Minister of Higher Education, Science & Technology, Govt. of UP,
Smt. Pramila Pandey, Mayor of Kanpur Nagar , Sh. Satyadev Pachori , Member of Parliament,
Kanpur Nagar, Sh. Arun Pathak, Legislative Council Member, Sh.Salil Vishnoi, Legislative
Council Member, Sh. Surendra Maithani, MLA, Govind Nagar & Sh.Mahesh Trivedi, MLA, Kidvai
Nagar shall attend the function by being physically present at the main venue alongwith other
dignitaries.
A ‘Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’ for distribution of aids and assistive devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under
the ADIP Scheme of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India will
be organized by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) in
association with ALIMCO and District Administration Jammu on 17.09.2021 at Rajbhawan,
Jammu.
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A total of 1124 aids and assistive devices valued at Rs.46.03 Lakhs will be distributed free of
cost to 528 Divyangjan at Block/Panchayat levels by following the SOP prepared by the
Department in view of COVID-19 Pandemic.
The Distribution function to be held on 17.09.2021 at 11.00 AM to 11:30 AM, will be attended
virtually by Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of
India, as the Chief Guest and Lt. Governor Sh. Manoj Sinha Jammu, shall attend the function by
being physically present at the main venue alogwith other dignitaries.
Assessment Camp for Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ of the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India will be organized by ALIMCO in
association with District Administration Varanasi (UP) starting on 17.09.2021 till 30.09.2021.The
Inaugural Assessment Camp to be held on 17.09.2021 will be attended virtually by Dr. Virendra
Kumar, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India & Union Minister will
be physically present on 18.09.2021 in Varanasi to have firsthand review the preparations and
the process of assessment camp by personal interaction with the beneficiary.
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Assessment of Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ will be organized from
17.09.2021 onwards wherein Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India
will be virtually present through Video Conferencing.
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AIDS AND ASSISTIVE DEVICES TO DIVYANGJAN AND
SENIOR CITIZENS: TWO DISTRIBUTION AND TWO
ASSESSMENT CAMPS ORGANISED
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms,
Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Today, two distribution camps and two assessment camps have been organized by Ministry of
Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India for empowering marginalized Divyangjan
and for the ease of daily living to Senoir Citizens by providing them with Aids and Assistive
devices.
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First Distribution camp was organized in Kanpur (UP) for distribution of aids and assistive
devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP Scheme and to Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya
Vayoshri Yojana’ of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India. It
has been organized by ALIMCO which is a Public Sector Enterprise under Administrative control
of Department of Empowerment of Person with Disabilities ( Divyangjan), Govt. of India at
Golden Palace, Sarojini Nagar, Kanpur. Shri Satydev Pahuri, Member of Parliament, Kanpur
Nagar, Ms Neelima Katiyaar, Minister of State for Higher Education and Science & Technology
Education, Government of Uttar Pradesh along with other dignitaries were present physically in
the function in Kanpur.
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A total of 3610 aids and assistive devices valued at Rs.65.49 Lakhs have been distributed free
of cost to 59 Divyangjan and 357 Senior Citizens which are assessed in the month of August
2021 at different 6 locations/ blocks by following the SOP prepared by the Department in view of
COVID-19 Pandemic.
Second Distribution camp has been organized in the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir in Raj
Bhavan in Jammu. The Chief Guest Hon’ble Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir Shri Manoj
Sinha distributed aids and assistive devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP Scheme of the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India. It was organized by the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) in association with ALIMCO.
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A total of 1124 aids and assistive devices valued at Rs.46.03 Lakhs have been distributed free
of cost to 528 Divyangjan at Block/Panchayat levels by following the SOP prepared by the
Department in view of COVID-19 Pandemic.
Two assessment camps for providing assistive devices to Divyangjan and Senior Citizen were
also organized in Varanasi (UP) in the virtual presence of Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister for
Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India on the occasion of birthday of Hon’ble Prime
Minister as ‘Seva Sankalp’ Program.
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Speaking on the occasion, Union minister informed about the various scheme and work which
are being done by Ministry and also spoke about the future initiatives of the Ministry. Minister
said that Divyangjan and Senior Citizens are integral part of Human Resource and ministry is
fully committed for their empowerment.
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Assessment Camps are being organized by ALIMCO in association with District Administration
Varanasi (UP) starting from today till 30.09.2021 and the Union Minister will be physically
present on 18.09.2021 in Varanasi to have first hand review the preparations and the process of
assessment camp by personal interaction with the beneficiary.
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Further, speaking on the occasion of assessment camp conducted in North East Delhi, Union
Minister expressed his gratitude towards Member of Parliament of Delhi North East
Constituency for initiating the efforts for organizing assessment camps under central sector
scheme for Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ and under ADIP scheme for
Divyangjan. Union Minister informed that registration of more than 1000 Divyangjan and 270
senior citizens has already been done through CSC e-Governance and he can see virtually that
these registered beneficiaries are getting assessed by ALIMCO for various Aids and Assistive
devices as per beneficiaries. requirements.
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Today, two distribution camps and two assessment camps have been organized by Ministry of
Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India for empowering marginalized Divyangjan
and for the ease of daily living to Senoir Citizens by providing them with Aids and Assistive
devices.

First Distribution camp was organized in Kanpur (UP) for distribution of aids and assistive
devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP Scheme and to Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya
Vayoshri Yojana’ of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India. It
has been organized by ALIMCO which is a Public Sector Enterprise under Administrative control
of Department of Empowerment of Person with Disabilities ( Divyangjan), Govt. of India at
Golden Palace, Sarojini Nagar, Kanpur. Shri Satydev Pahuri, Member of Parliament, Kanpur
Nagar, Ms Neelima Katiyaar, Minister of State for Higher Education and Science & Technology
Education, Government of Uttar Pradesh along with other dignitaries were present physically in
the function in Kanpur.
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A total of 3610 aids and assistive devices valued at Rs.65.49 Lakhs have been distributed free
of cost to 59 Divyangjan and 357 Senior Citizens which are assessed in the month of August
2021 at different 6 locations/ blocks by following the SOP prepared by the Department in view of
COVID-19 Pandemic.
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Second Distribution camp has been organized in the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir in Raj
Bhavan in Jammu. The Chief Guest Hon’ble Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir Shri Manoj
Sinha distributed aids and assistive devices to ‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP Scheme of the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India. It was organized by the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) in association with ALIMCO.
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A total of 1124 aids and assistive devices valued at Rs.46.03 Lakhs have been distributed free
of cost to 528 Divyangjan at Block/Panchayat levels by following the SOP prepared by the
Department in view of COVID-19 Pandemic.
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Two assessment camps for providing assistive devices to Divyangjan and Senior Citizen were
also organized in Varanasi (UP) in the virtual presence of Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister for
Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India on the occasion of birthday of Hon’ble Prime
Minister as ‘Seva Sankalp’ Program.
Speaking on the occasion, Union minister informed about the various scheme and work which
are being done by Ministry and also spoke about the future initiatives of the Ministry. Minister
said that Divyangjan and Senior Citizens are integral part of Human Resource and ministry is
fully committed for their empowerment.
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Assessment Camps are being organized by ALIMCO in association with District Administration
Varanasi (UP) starting from today till 30.09.2021 and the Union Minister will be physically
present on 18.09.2021 in Varanasi to have first hand review the preparations and the process of
assessment camp by personal interaction with the beneficiary.
Further, speaking on the occasion of assessment camp conducted in North East Delhi, Union
Minister expressed his gratitude towards Member of Parliament of Delhi North East
Constituency for initiating the efforts for organizing assessment camps under central sector
scheme for Senior Citizens under the ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ and under ADIP scheme for
Divyangjan. Union Minister informed that registration of more than 1000 Divyangjan and 270
senior citizens has already been done through CSC e-Governance and he can see virtually that
these registered beneficiaries are getting assessed by ALIMCO for various Aids and Assistive
devices as per beneficiaries. requirements.
****
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BRO TO CARRY OUT ROAD SAFETY AUDIT OF ITS
ROADS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Defence related developments

Highlights
BRO is the only road construction agency in the border areas of the country
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·

· BRO constructs and maintains bridges, airfields, tunnels and roads in strategic
locations and friendly foreign countries
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· BRO to carry out a road safety audit of its existing roads to reduce the possibilities
of accident by making its roads safer
· Focus on improving road safety conditions and laying down standard operating
procedures for roads in hill and snowbound regions.
· 75 days of pan-India Motorcycle expedition to stimulate road safety awareness
among the people
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The roads constructed by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) are used not only by the
Armed Forces and Paramilitary Forces but traversed extensively by the tourists and adventure
seekers from all over the country. The advancement of construction technology and practices in
road infrastructure is being prepared to sustain traffic volume for all weather, altitudes and
seasons. The enhanced technology and availability of sophisticated road construction machines
and equipment has also accelerated the pace of road construction in border areas.
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Road infrastructure development in rural and remote areas is a great facilitator. Road
connectivity promotes tourism, contributes to socio-economic growth and keeps the movement
of essential supplies for Armed Forces open round the year.
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As quality roads are being constructed in the remotest regions of our border areas, tourists and
adventure seekers are flocking to these locations in their quest for exploration. Trends indicate
increased traffic flow and incidents of over speeding, leading to an unfortunate increase in traffic
related accidents. The roads are used by all sorts of people, some disciplined and some unruly,
both are behavioural aspects and the road construction and law enforcement agencies have
found these humane aspects challenging to deal with.
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The BRO has now prepared a blueprint for reducing the accident potential of its
constructed roads and bridges and has embarked on an extensive exercise to audit the existing
roads and bridges. A number of actions have already been initiated, the most significant being
establishment of Centre of Excellence for Road Safety Awareness (CoERSA) at BRO
headquarters in New Delhi, which will be the nodal agency for formulation and promulgation of
all policies and defining the standard operating procedures for road safety in all its projects. The
CoERSA recently organised a road safety seminar and the initial framework for audit of roads by
experts, from within the organisation, has been formulated.
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The BRO aims to conduct the exercise of road safety audit in a graduated manner
commencing with a phase wise internal audit of existing roads which will be performed by its
core experts. This will lead to identifying potential accident prone sites, irregularities in road
geometric and propose improvement of roadside signage and other roadside furniture, etc. This
phase will enable the auditors in finding gaps that adversely impact road safety. Alongside will
be a robust public outreach effort, enhancing awareness of road users, using the social media.
The BRO has already prepared and uploaded various road safety theme based jingles and small
documentaries. A 75 days pan-India motorcycle expedition is also being undertaken to stimulate
road safety awareness among the larger public which will commence from National War
Memorial in the national capital on October 14, 2021.
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In the subsequent phase, after seeking views from the academia, based on research, a
formal methodology for Road Safety Audit, will be prepared with support from qualified experts
and agencies such as Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi and Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research. This will entail practical on-site training for auditors, who will then examine
the BRO construction practices for improvement in design and incorporation of improved safety
aspects in road geometry among other issues, specifically for mountainous and snowbound
areas.
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The month long, initial internal audit exercise for road safety has commenced from
September 15, 2021 in which all the projects of BRO in states of Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh will endeavour to carry out the audit, before the
onset of winters closes the passes and impedes work. This will enable early planning for the
improvements to be incorporated in the next working season.

ABB/DK
Highlights
·

BRO is the only road construction agency in the border areas of the country

·

BRO constructs and maintains bridges, airfields, tunnels and roads in strategic
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locations and friendly foreign countries
· BRO to carry out a road safety audit of its existing roads to reduce the possibilities
of accident by making its roads safer
· Focus on improving road safety conditions and laying down standard operating
procedures for roads in hill and snowbound regions.
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· 75 days of pan-India Motorcycle expedition to stimulate road safety awareness
among the people
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The roads constructed by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) are used not only by the
Armed Forces and Paramilitary Forces but traversed extensively by the tourists and adventure
seekers from all over the country. The advancement of construction technology and practices in
road infrastructure is being prepared to sustain traffic volume for all weather, altitudes and
seasons. The enhanced technology and availability of sophisticated road construction machines
and equipment has also accelerated the pace of road construction in border areas.
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Road infrastructure development in rural and remote areas is a great facilitator. Road
connectivity promotes tourism, contributes to socio-economic growth and keeps the movement
of essential supplies for Armed Forces open round the year.

As quality roads are being constructed in the remotest regions of our border areas, tourists and
adventure seekers are flocking to these locations in their quest for exploration. Trends indicate
increased traffic flow and incidents of over speeding, leading to an unfortunate increase in traffic
related accidents. The roads are used by all sorts of people, some disciplined and some unruly,
both are behavioural aspects and the road construction and law enforcement agencies have
found these humane aspects challenging to deal with.
The BRO has now prepared a blueprint for reducing the accident potential of its
constructed roads and bridges and has embarked on an extensive exercise to audit the existing
roads and bridges. A number of actions have already been initiated, the most significant being
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establishment of Centre of Excellence for Road Safety Awareness (CoERSA) at BRO
headquarters in New Delhi, which will be the nodal agency for formulation and promulgation of
all policies and defining the standard operating procedures for road safety in all its projects. The
CoERSA recently organised a road safety seminar and the initial framework for audit of roads by
experts, from within the organisation, has been formulated.
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The BRO aims to conduct the exercise of road safety audit in a graduated manner
commencing with a phase wise internal audit of existing roads which will be performed by its
core experts. This will lead to identifying potential accident prone sites, irregularities in road
geometric and propose improvement of roadside signage and other roadside furniture, etc. This
phase will enable the auditors in finding gaps that adversely impact road safety. Alongside will
be a robust public outreach effort, enhancing awareness of road users, using the social media.
The BRO has already prepared and uploaded various road safety theme based jingles and small
documentaries. A 75 days pan-India motorcycle expedition is also being undertaken to stimulate
road safety awareness among the larger public which will commence from National War
Memorial in the national capital on October 14, 2021.
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In the subsequent phase, after seeking views from the academia, based on research, a
formal methodology for Road Safety Audit, will be prepared with support from qualified experts
and agencies such as Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi and Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research. This will entail practical on-site training for auditors, who will then examine
the BRO construction practices for improvement in design and incorporation of improved safety
aspects in road geometry among other issues, specifically for mountainous and snowbound
areas.
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The month long, initial internal audit exercise for road safety has commenced from
September 15, 2021 in which all the projects of BRO in states of Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh will endeavour to carry out the audit, before the
onset of winters closes the passes and impedes work. This will enable early planning for the
improvements to be incorporated in the next working season.
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ANTI-TANK MISSILE COMPLETES ALL TRIALS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Defence related developments

Defence mode:The Air Force had asked for the feasibility of integrating Helina on the Light
Combat Helicopter.ANIANI

m

The helicopter-launched Nag Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM), Helina, being developed
indigenously, has completed all trials and the process for issuing of acceptance of necessity
(AoN) by the Army has started, said Sachin Sood, project director of Helina and Dhruvastra at
the Defence Research and Development Laboratory (DRDL), Hyderabad, a laboratory of the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
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“The launcher and missile are ready. There are some Human-Machine Interface [HMI] to be
realised, which are going on now,” Dr. Sood told The Hindu .
While the cost estimate was yet to be done, each missile was expected to cost under Rs. 1
crore, and around 500 missiles and 40 launchers would be required initially, he added.
Once the AoN is issued, the request for proposal (RFP) would be issued. Some firing trials
would be done from the first production lot by the Army at a later stage.
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Helina is a third-generation fire-and-forget class ATGM mounted on an indigenous Advanced
Light Helicopter (ALH), and has a minimum range of 500 metres and a maximum range of 7
kilometres. All issues with the minimum range had been sorted out and the integration with other
weapons on the platform was over, said Dr. Sood.
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Stating that the Air Force had asked for the feasibility of integrating the Helina on the soon-to-be
inducted Light Combat Helicopter (LCH), Dr. Sood said this would be done and would bring in
economies of scale in the production of the missile. “There is also very good export potential,”
Dr. Sood added.
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HOLDING TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS
ACCOUNTABLE
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC
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The UN working group on ‘human rights, transnational corporations (TNCs) and other
businesses’ has published a new report on human rights-compatible international investment
agreements. It urges states to ensure that their bilateral investment treaties (BITs) are
compatible with international human rights obligations. It emphasises investor obligations at the
international level i.e., the accountability of TNCs in international law. Given the enormous
power that TNCs wield, questions about their accountability have arisen often. There have been
many instances where the misconduct of TNCs has come to light such as the corruption scandal
involving Siemens in Germany.
Former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger said in 1975 in the UN General Assembly that
the international community should articulate standards of conduct for TNCs. Subsequently, an
audacious effort was made at the UN to develop a multilateral code of conduct on TNCs.
However, due to differences between developed and developing countries, it was abandoned in
1992.
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An integral feature of the neoliberal project was to use international law to institutionalise the
forces of economic globalisation, leading to the spread of BITs. These treaties promised
protection to foreign investors under international law by bestowing rights on them and imposing
obligations on states. This structural asymmetry in BITs, which confer rights on foreign investors
but impose no obligations, relegated the demand for investor accountability.
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However, after the 2011 report of John Ruggie, UN Special Rapporteur on business and human
rights, the issue of holding TNCs accountable gathered momentum again. In 2014, the UN
Human Rights Council established an open-ended working group with the mandate to elaborate
on an international legally binding instrument on TNCs and other businesses concerning human
rights. Since then, efforts are being made towards developing a treaty and finding ways to make
foreign corporations accountable. The latest UN report is a step in that direction.
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BITs can be harnessed to hold TNCs accountable under international law. The issue of fixing
accountability of foreign investors came up in an international law case, Urbaser v. Argentina
(2016). It involved a concessionaire that was looking after the supply of water and sewerage
services in Argentina, in which Urbaser, a Spanish environment management company, was a
shareholder. Argentina adopted emergency measures to ward off a financial crisis in 2001,
which caused losses to the concessionaire, ultimately leading to its insolvency. Urbaser brought
a claim against Argentina alleging breach of its rights guaranteed under the Argentina-Spain
BIT. Argentina filed a counterclaim charging the investors for floundering in ensuring the
required level of investment in the services provided and thus violating the international human
right to water. The tribunal held that corporations can be subjects of international law and are
under a duty not to engage in activities that harm or destroy human rights. However, as regards
the question of whether the foreign investor was under an international law obligation to provide
drinking water and sanitation, the tribunal held that only states have a positive obligation to meet
the human right to water; corporations only have a negative obligation in this regard unless
specific human rights obligations are imposed on the foreign investor as part of the BIT.
The case played an important role in bringing human rights norms to the fore in BIT disputes. It
also opened up the possibility of using BITs to hold TNCs accountable provided the treaty
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imposes positive obligations on foreign investors. In the last few years, states have started
recalibrating their BITs by inserting provisions on investor accountability. However, these employ
soft law language and are hortatory. They do not impose positive and binding obligations on
foreign investors. They fall short of creating a framework to hold TNCs accountable under
international law.
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The recent UN report has important takeaways for India’s ongoing reforms in BITs. India’s new
Model BIT of 2016 contains provisions on investor obligations. However, these exist as best
endeavour clauses. They do not impose a binding obligation on the TNC. India should impose
positive and binding obligations on foreign investors, not just for protecting human rights but also
for imperative issues such as promoting public health. The Nigeria-Morocco BIT, which imposes
binding obligations on foreign investors such as making it mandatory for them to conduct an
environmental impact assessment of their investment, is a good example. These reforms would
help in harnessing BITs to ensure the answerability of foreign investors and creating a binding
international legal framework to hold TNCs to account.
Prabhash Ranjan is Professor & Vice Dean, Jindal Global Law School, OP Jindal Global
University. Views are personal
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EMPATHY THROUGH EDUCATION
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Education and related issues
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India’s National Education Policy (2020) mentions social and emotional learning (SEL) as an
important facet of education. SEL is the process of learning to recognise and manage emotions
and navigate social situations effectively. While the policy notes numeracy and literacy as its
central aims, SEL should be an equally important goal as it supports skills such as
communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity.
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SEL is foundational for human development, building healthy relationships, having self and
social awareness, solving problems, making responsible decisions, and academic learning. Key
elements of SEL include cultivating empathy and theory of mind. ‘Empathy’ is the ability to
understand another person’s emotions and be aware of why they might be feeling those
emotions from their perspective. ‘Theory of mind’ is the ability to understand others’ intentions,
knowledge and beliefs and recognise that those might be different from your own. Research
finds that students with greater social skills and emotional regulation are more likely to have
success.
School of life
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While some people may perceive discussions surrounding SEL as “fluff”, it is, in fact, rooted in
physiology. Neurobiologically, various brain regions such as the prefrontal and frontal cortices,
amygdala, and superior temporal sulcus are involved in the cognitive mechanisms of SEL.
Interestingly, scientists have proposed that the physiological and psychological factors of SEL
are inherently linked. Brain systems that are responsible for basic human behaviour, such as
getting hungry, may be reused for complex mechanisms involved in SEL. This can explain why
the way we feel physically directly impacts our social-emotional evaluation of the world. Despite
its importance to life, SEL is often added as a chapter in a larger curriculum rather than being
integrated in it. To overcome this challenge, it is vital to consider that the learning process is a
social and emotional experience.
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The pandemic has brought unprecedented challenges for SEL as school closures reduced
opportunities for students to deepen social relationships and learn collaboratively in shared
physical spaces. Conversely, remote learning “gave parents the opportunity to discover their
childrens’ social and emotional lives,” notes Jim Eagen, the head of Synapse school in
California, where SEL is a key strategic pillar of the school. Even with parental involvement, the
challenge of an inadequate support system for SEL remains. So, how do we move forward?
Perhaps we can contextually adapt best practices from existing models. Synapse school
seamlessly incorporates SEL into curricula through self-science classes, and places SEL
centrally within the school culture.
Also read | Time to establish emotional resilience
How can we sustainably incorporate SEL into education across communities, cultures, and
social strata? In reality, individuals from underprivileged backgrounds have faced immense
learning losses over the last one and a half years. A starting point would be to consider insights
from the Indian SEL framework: one, application of SEL practices should be based on students’
socioeconomic backgrounds; two, SEL strategies of caretakers and educators must align with
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one another; three, long-term success requires SEL to be based on scientific evidence.
NEP schools: the future
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While policies provide guidelines, a big challenge in moving forward is unlearning old habits. The
lockdowns provided an unintended reset which afforded an opportunity for positive change. As a
sustainable development goal outlines, policymakers now have to ensure that future changes
prioritise “inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities
for all.” Importantly, the onus lies on all of us to make individual contributions that will drive
systemic change.
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Radhika Gosavi is an educational neuroscientist and Assistant Director of the Brainwave
Learning Center at Synapse school; Vikram Vincent holds a Ph.D. in EdTech from IIT Bombay

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 71
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2021-09-20

UNION SPORTS MINISTER SHRI ANURAG THAKUR TO
INTERACT WITH SPORTS MINISTERS OF STATES AND
UNION TERRITORIES TO DRAW UP ROADMAP FOR
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT IN THE COUNTRY
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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Key Highlight
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Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports Shri Anurag Singh Thakur is set to virtually interact with
Sports Ministers of respective States and Union Territories across India on Monday to discuss
the further promotion of sports in the country. Following the major success of the Olympics and
Paralympics in Tokyo, Shri Thakur would know from the States and UTs the ways forward and
how they would contribute in the mission to make India a top sporting nation. He will be joined
by Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports, Shri Nisith Pramanik.
The Government of India’s flagship programs, Khelo India and Fit India, will remain an integral
part of the interaction.
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Sports is a State subject and the overall motive of the interaction would be to urge them to
organize sporting events across rural and urban areas for able-bodied and para-athletes as well
as play a key role in the identification of talents at grassroots level. The promotion of school level
sports and support to the School Games Federation of India (SGFI) will be another key point of
discussion. The States and UTs would also be requested to form a pool of cash awards for the
athletes where both the Central and the State Governments can accumulate the funds.
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The Khelo India Games, which was organized for the first time in 2018, has been a major gamechanger for grassroots level sports competitions in India. Since then, a host of Khelo India
games have been hosted, including the Youth, University and Winter Games. The Khelo India
program has also encompassed the upgradation of several sports infrastructures across the
States and UTs as Khelo India State Centres of Excellence (KISCE) and Khelo India Centres
(KICs).
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At present, there are 24 KISCEs across 23 States and UTs while 360 KICs have opened across
various districts in the country. In Monday’s meeting, Shri Thakur would discuss at length on
these developments and ask the States to contribute to their full capacity in giving the future
champions of India with all the crucial amenities including best of coaching, infrastructure,
medical facilities, et al. The early identification of budding talents through sports competitions as
well as in educational institutions in States and UTs at block and district levels, remains another
key agenda of discussion.
The Fit India movement, launched on National Sports Day 2019 by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, also has been a game changer in inculcating the habit of fitness through various
campaigns conducted thereon, like the Fit India Freedom Run, the Fit India Mobile App, Fit India
Quiz, etc. On Monday, Shri Thakur would request the State and UT Sports Ministers to
participate and promote the above campaigns.
Shri Thakur would also urge States and UTs to send in proposals to open up KISCEs, KICs as
well as academies to further the cause of strengthening the sports ecosystem of the nation.
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Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports Shri Anurag Singh Thakur is set to virtually interact with
Sports Ministers of respective States and Union Territories across India on Monday to discuss
the further promotion of sports in the country. Following the major success of the Olympics and
Paralympics in Tokyo, Shri Thakur would know from the States and UTs the ways forward and
how they would contribute in the mission to make India a top sporting nation. He will be joined
by Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports, Shri Nisith Pramanik.
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The Government of India’s flagship programs, Khelo India and Fit India, will remain an integral
part of the interaction.
Sports is a State subject and the overall motive of the interaction would be to urge them to
organize sporting events across rural and urban areas for able-bodied and para-athletes as well
as play a key role in the identification of talents at grassroots level. The promotion of school level
sports and support to the School Games Federation of India (SGFI) will be another key point of
discussion. The States and UTs would also be requested to form a pool of cash awards for the
athletes where both the Central and the State Governments can accumulate the funds.
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The Khelo India Games, which was organized for the first time in 2018, has been a major gamechanger for grassroots level sports competitions in India. Since then, a host of Khelo India
games have been hosted, including the Youth, University and Winter Games. The Khelo India
program has also encompassed the upgradation of several sports infrastructures across the
States and UTs as Khelo India State Centres of Excellence (KISCE) and Khelo India Centres
(KICs).
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At present, there are 24 KISCEs across 23 States and UTs while 360 KICs have opened across
various districts in the country. In Monday’s meeting, Shri Thakur would discuss at length on
these developments and ask the States to contribute to their full capacity in giving the future
champions of India with all the crucial amenities including best of coaching, infrastructure,
medical facilities, et al. The early identification of budding talents through sports competitions as
well as in educational institutions in States and UTs at block and district levels, remains another
key agenda of discussion.
The Fit India movement, launched on National Sports Day 2019 by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, also has been a game changer in inculcating the habit of fitness through various
campaigns conducted thereon, like the Fit India Freedom Run, the Fit India Mobile App, Fit India
Quiz, etc. On Monday, Shri Thakur would request the State and UT Sports Ministers to
participate and promote the above campaigns.
Shri Thakur would also urge States and UTs to send in proposals to open up KISCEs, KICs as
well as academies to further the cause of strengthening the sports ecosystem of the nation.
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TIME TO CRIMINALISE MARITAL RAPE
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws
Institutions and Bodies
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The recent judgments of two High Courts on marital rape made headlines. Though neither of the
Courts delved into the constitutionality of marital rape, their reference to it once again raked up
debate on whether Exception 2 to Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code is constitutional or not.
According to Exception 2, sexual intercourse by a man with his own wife (provided she is over
the age of 18) does not amount to the offence of rape.
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The Kerala High Court held that acts of sexual perversions of a husband against his wife
amounted to (mental) cruelty and was therefore a good ground to claim divorce (since marital
rape is not a punishable offence). The Court said that in modern social jurisprudence, spouses
are treated as equal partners and a husband cannot claim any superior right over his wife either
with respect to her body or with reference to her individual status.
The Chhattisgarh High Court, while discharging the accused husband, held that the charge of
rape framed under Section 376 of the IPC was erroneous and illegal as it was covered under
Exception 2 to Section 375 and the wife was not under 18 years of age. As the law on marital
rape stands today, both the High Courts were right in their approach but the Kerala High Court
was appreciated more for being progressive in its outlook.
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The Justice Verma Committee report of 2013 stated that the notion that a wife is no more than a
subservient chattel of her husband has since been given up in the U.K. The European
Commission of Human Rights has held that “a rapist remains a rapist regardless of his
relationship with the victim”. Marital rape is a criminal offence in South Africa, Australia, and
Canada, among other countries. After due deliberations, the Committee recommended that the
exception for marital rape be removed, but this suggestion was not accepted by the government.
Earlier, in 1983, the Andhra Pradesh High Court, in T. Sareetha v. T. Venkata Subbaiah, held
restitution of conjugal rights under the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 to be unconstitutional as its
decree could be misused by a husband for enforcing sexual intercourse with his wife. However,
the Supreme Court overruled it by declaring that the institution of marriage stood for much more
than mere sexual congress.
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A section of society feels that once marital rape is criminalised, it may lead to filing of false
charges against husbands. It also thinks that it will be very difficult for the police to prove such
cases beyond reasonable doubt. The first apprehension is unfounded in the absence of any
empirical data. Further, there are legal provisions to deal with false cases. If found ineffective,
legal remedies may be revised suitably. Similarly, the difficulty of proof cannot be a criterion for
not notifying deviant behaviour as an offence. Like most other sexual offences, the prosecution
may establish the case with relevant facts and circumstances. Moreover, doing away with
Exception 2 would show complete non-tolerance by the state with respect to rape.
While decriminalising adultery, the Supreme Court in Joseph Shine vs. Union of India (2018)
said that a legislation that perpetuates stereotypes in relationship and institutionalises
discrimination is a clear violation of the fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution.
It is undisputed that marriage in modern times is regarded as a partnership of equals. It is an
association of two individuals, each of whom has separate integrity and dignity. The violation of
bodily integrity of a woman is a clear violation of her autonomy. Any provision of law that is not
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reasonable, just and fair, and is against the spirit of Article 21 of the Constitution, is
discriminatory and arbitrary and therefore must be declared unconstitutional. It is now only a
question of time that exemption of liability from marital rape shall be declared unconstitutional
and individual’s dignity recognised in full.
R.K. Vij is a senior IPS officer in Chhattisgarh. Views are his own
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CENTRE SIGNS MODEL MOU WITH CSC EGOVERNANCE SERVICES INDIA LIMITED
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India
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Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) under Ministry of Consumer Afffairs, Food
and Public Distribution entered into a model MoU with CSC e-Governance Services India
Limited (CSC) to increase the business opportunities and income of Fair Price Shops by way of
delivery of CSC services through interested Fair Price Shop (FPS) dealers. The MoU was
signed by Smt. Jyotsna Gupta, Deputy Secretary (PD) and Shri. SarthikSachdeva, Vice
President, CSC, in the presence of Shri. Sudhanshu Pandey, Secretary, Department of Food &
Public Distribution and Shri. Dinesh Kumar Tyagi, Managing Director, CSC.
For enabling FPSs to work as a CSC Service Centre, CSC has been advised to identify feasible
activities like Utility Bill payments, PAN Application, Passport Application, Election Commission
Services etc. to facilitate the consumer and simultaneously provide additional income to the
FPSs. CSC will tie up with individual State Government for signing up of bilateral MoUsfor
providing interested FPS dealers access to Digital Seva Portal (DSP) for delivery of CSC
services. CSC has committed to undertake sharing of technical know-how and capacity building.
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All State Governments have been advised to explore the possibility of increasing income and
business opportunities of Fair Price Shop by way of allowing them delivery of CSC Services
after due diligence.

ac
k

In addition, to improve ease and convenience for consumers, ration card services provided by
States/UTs such as application for new cards, updating existing ration card, Aadhaar seeding
request, status check of ration availability and grievance registration may be explored by States
through CSCs as an additional option. This is at the discretion of the State Government who will
ensure due diligence regarding data safety, adherence to statutory provision and other relevant
guidelines
***
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Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) under Ministry of Consumer Afffairs, Food
and Public Distribution entered into a model MoU with CSC e-Governance Services India
Limited (CSC) to increase the business opportunities and income of Fair Price Shops by way of
delivery of CSC services through interested Fair Price Shop (FPS) dealers. The MoU was
signed by Smt. Jyotsna Gupta, Deputy Secretary (PD) and Shri. SarthikSachdeva, Vice
President, CSC, in the presence of Shri. Sudhanshu Pandey, Secretary, Department of Food &
Public Distribution and Shri. Dinesh Kumar Tyagi, Managing Director, CSC.
For enabling FPSs to work as a CSC Service Centre, CSC has been advised to identify feasible
activities like Utility Bill payments, PAN Application, Passport Application, Election Commission
Services etc. to facilitate the consumer and simultaneously provide additional income to the
FPSs. CSC will tie up with individual State Government for signing up of bilateral MoUsfor
providing interested FPS dealers access to Digital Seva Portal (DSP) for delivery of CSC
services. CSC has committed to undertake sharing of technical know-how and capacity building.
All State Governments have been advised to explore the possibility of increasing income and
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business opportunities of Fair Price Shop by way of allowing them delivery of CSC Services
after due diligence.
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In addition, to improve ease and convenience for consumers, ration card services provided by
States/UTs such as application for new cards, updating existing ration card, Aadhaar seeding
request, status check of ration availability and grievance registration may be explored by States
through CSCs as an additional option. This is at the discretion of the State Government who will
ensure due diligence regarding data safety, adherence to statutory provision and other relevant
guidelines
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NCW LAUNCHES COUNTRY-WIDE CAPACITY
BUILDING & PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
FOR WOMEN STUDENTS
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws
Institutions and Bodies
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In an endeavour to make women independent and employment-ready, the National Commission
for Women has launched a country-wide capacity building and personality development program
for women Undergraduate and Post graduate students. The Commission is collaborating with
Central and State universities for organizing sessions on Personal Capacity Building,
Professional Career Skills and Digital Literacy and Effective Use of Social Media to prep women
students for entering the job market.
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NCW launched its first program today in collaboration with the Central University of Haryana.
NCW Chairperson, Smt. Rekha Sharma inaugurated the program and said that we need more
women leaders in every field and the course launched by NCW will prepare women in being
good leaders. “Women have proven their mettle in every field. We want more women leaders
who, in their journey of empowerment will enable other women to come forward and achieve
economic independence. NCW, through this course will help the students at every step of their
employment including resume making and facing interviews and prepare them to face all the
challenges with confidence,” said Ms Sharma.
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The course will focus on learning and applying the use of intuitive, logical and critical thinking,
communication and interpersonal skills to enhance employability. The course has been divided
into three categories; Personal Capacity Building, Professional Career Skills and Digital Literacy
and Effective Use of Social Media. The Personal Capacity Building session would help students
enhance skills such as time management, stress management, and communication. The
objective of the session is to make women learners engage in effective communication by
respecting diversity and embracing good listening skills. It will help students in practicing
interpersonal skills for better relations with peers and stakeholders and understand the
importance of documentation of key critical ideas and action points to be implemented. The
session will help the students to learn effective time management skills; thereby avoiding
unwarranted stress.
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The Professional Career Skills session will focus on identifying career opportunities, building
resume and presentation skills and empower women students in exploring career opportunities
for themselves considering their innate strengths and weaknesses. It will also help students in
preparing an appropriate resume, addressing the necessary gaps for facing interviews and
actively and effectively presenting their skill set thereof.
The third session on Digital Literacy and Effective Use of Social Media aims to generate
awareness among women on safe usage of internet and social media platforms. It will raise
awareness about cyber crimes among women and advise them about the resources/recourse
available to them for preventing and handling cyber crimes. After completion of all the three
sessions, students will take an online quiz organized through MyGov where they will be tested
for their understanding of the subject. The test will be based on the booklet/ training sessions
conducted under the program. All the participants will receive certificates upon completion of the
quiz and the top 25 participants will be provided with ‘Certificate of Commendation’ signed by
NCW, MyGov and the Head of the Institute.
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In an endeavour to make women independent and employment-ready, the National Commission
for Women has launched a country-wide capacity building and personality development program
for women Undergraduate and Post graduate students. The Commission is collaborating with
Central and State universities for organizing sessions on Personal Capacity Building,
Professional Career Skills and Digital Literacy and Effective Use of Social Media to prep women
students for entering the job market.
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NCW launched its first program today in collaboration with the Central University of Haryana.
NCW Chairperson, Smt. Rekha Sharma inaugurated the program and said that we need more
women leaders in every field and the course launched by NCW will prepare women in being
good leaders. “Women have proven their mettle in every field. We want more women leaders
who, in their journey of empowerment will enable other women to come forward and achieve
economic independence. NCW, through this course will help the students at every step of their
employment including resume making and facing interviews and prepare them to face all the
challenges with confidence,” said Ms Sharma.
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The course will focus on learning and applying the use of intuitive, logical and critical thinking,
communication and interpersonal skills to enhance employability. The course has been divided
into three categories; Personal Capacity Building, Professional Career Skills and Digital Literacy
and Effective Use of Social Media. The Personal Capacity Building session would help students
enhance skills such as time management, stress management, and communication. The
objective of the session is to make women learners engage in effective communication by
respecting diversity and embracing good listening skills. It will help students in practicing
interpersonal skills for better relations with peers and stakeholders and understand the
importance of documentation of key critical ideas and action points to be implemented. The
session will help the students to learn effective time management skills; thereby avoiding
unwarranted stress.
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The Professional Career Skills session will focus on identifying career opportunities, building
resume and presentation skills and empower women students in exploring career opportunities
for themselves considering their innate strengths and weaknesses. It will also help students in
preparing an appropriate resume, addressing the necessary gaps for facing interviews and
actively and effectively presenting their skill set thereof.
The third session on Digital Literacy and Effective Use of Social Media aims to generate
awareness among women on safe usage of internet and social media platforms. It will raise
awareness about cyber crimes among women and advise them about the resources/recourse
available to them for preventing and handling cyber crimes. After completion of all the three
sessions, students will take an online quiz organized through MyGov where they will be tested
for their understanding of the subject. The test will be based on the booklet/ training sessions
conducted under the program. All the participants will receive certificates upon completion of the
quiz and the top 25 participants will be provided with ‘Certificate of Commendation’ signed by
NCW, MyGov and the Head of the Institute.
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NEW PANEL TO DEVISE SCHOOL CURRICULUM
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Education and related issues

NCFs will guide pedagogy, may help in revision of books, and set the tone for early childhood
education

m

NEW DELHI : The Union education ministry on Tuesday set up a committee headed by space
scientist K. Kasturirangan to devise the national curriculum frameworks (NCFs) that will set out
the road map for school education, curriculum and guiding rules of the sector.
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The NCFs will also guide pedagogy, may help in revision of books to make them contemporary
and set the tone for early childhood education, a neglected space that was highlighted in the
national education policy (NEP) 2020.
“The committee will discuss different aspects of school education, early childhood care and
education (ECCE), teacher education, and adult education keeping in focus all the
recommendations of the NEP 2020 related to these four areas for proposing curriculum
reforms," the education ministry said after a meeting hosted by education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan.
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The 12-member committee will develop four NCFs—for school education, for early childhood
care and education, for teacher education and for adult education.
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The Kasturirangan committee will have academicians of repute including American-Indian
mathematician Manjul Bhargava, Michel Diano, an Indian author of French origin and Najma
Akhtar, the vice chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia in New Delhi. Besides, the steering committee
has members such as Milind Kamble, a Maharashtra-based entrepreneur and chairman of IIMJammu, and Mahesh Chandra Pant, chancellor of National Institute of Educational Planning and
Administration.
The last NCF was devised in 2005. The NCFs will be key to implementing the NEP in school
education. Kasturirangan was also the head of the committee that drafted the NEP 2020 and
Bhargava was part of his team.
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The new committee “will discuss the position papers finalized by the national focus groups on
different aspects of all the above four areas...will draw inputs from state curriculum frameworks".
The four NCFs would also reflect upon the implications of situations such as the covid-19
pandemic on education and suggest ways for future readiness. “While convening its meetings,
committee may invite subject experts, scholars, educationists, etc. as and when required and
deliberate and decide upon the course of actions with the objective to meet the timelines of the
strategy for the development of NCFs," the ministry said in a statement.
The committee will finalize the NCFs after incorporating suggestions from various stakeholders
including states, NCERT and the Central Advisory Board on Education, an advisory body of the
education ministry. Its tenure will be three years.
The Union government approved the new NEP in July 2020, the first in almost three decades,
and post deliberations for almost six years. It has provisions for several education reforms in
school and higher education. It has also redrawn the schooling system on a 5+3+3+4 formula
instead of the current 10+2 model.
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FERTILITY RATES OF HINDUS AND MUSLIMS
CONVERGING: STUDY
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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A new study on the religious composition of India’s population since Partition said due to the
“declining and converging fertility patterns” of Hindus and Muslims, there have been only
marginal changes in the overall religious composition of the population since 1951, the year
India conducted its first Census as an independent nation.
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From 1992 to 2015, the total fertility rates of Muslims declined from 4.4 to 2.6, while that of
Hindus declined from 3.3 to 2.1, indicating that “the gaps in childbearing between India’s
religious groups are much smaller than they used to be,” said the study published by the Pew
Research Center, a non-profit based in Washington D.C.
The average fertility rate in India today was 2.2, which was higher than the rates in economically
advanced countries such as the U.S. (1.6), but much lower than what it was in 1992 (3.4) or
1951 (5.9).
Marked slowdown

IA

Although growth rates had declined for all of India’s major religious groups, the slowdown had
been more pronounced among religious minorities, who outpaced Hindus in the earlier decades.

ac
k

Between 1951 and 1961, the Muslim population expanded by 32.7%, 11 percentage points more
than India’s overall rate of 21.6%. But this gap had narrowed. From 2001 to 2011, the difference
in growth between Muslims (24.7%) and Indians overall (17.7%) was 7 percentage points.
India’s Christian population grew at the slowest pace of the three largest groups in the most
recent Census decade — gaining 15.7% between 2001 and 2011, a far lower growth rate than
the one recorded in the decade following Partition (29.0%). In terms of absolute numbers, every
major religion in India saw its numbers rise. In percentage terms, between 1951 and 2011,
Muslims grew by 4.4 percentage points to 14.2% of the population, while Hindus declined by 4.3
points to 79.8%. But all the six major religious groups — Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists and Jains — have grown in absolute numbers. The sole exception to this trend are
Parsis, whose number halved between 1951 and 2011, from 110,000 to 60,000.
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Interestingly, out of India’s total population of 1,200 million, about 8 million did not belong to any
of the six major religious groups. Within this category, mostly comprising adivasi people, the
largest grouping was of the Sarnas (nearly 5 million adherents), followed by the Gond (1 million)
and the Sari Dharma (5,10,000).
Observing that a preference for sons over daughters could play a role in overall fertility, the
study noted that sex-selective abortions had caused an estimated deficit of 20 million girls
compared with what would naturally be expected between 1970 and 2017, and that “this practice
is more common among Indian Hindus than among Muslims and Christians.”
Cautioning that religion was by no means the only or even the primary factor affecting fertility
rates, the study noted that women in central India tended to have more children, with Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh showing a total fertility rate (TFR) of 3.4 and 2.7 respectively, in contrast to a TFR
of 1.7 and 1.6 in Tamil Nadu and Kerala respectively.
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With regard to migration as a driver of change in the religious makeup, the study said since the
1950s, migration has had only a modest impact on India’s religious composition. More than 99%
of people who live in India were also born in India, and migrants leaving India outnumber
immigrants three-to-one, with “Muslims more likely than Hindus to leave India”, while
“immigrants into India from Muslim-majority countries are disproportionately Hindu.”
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The study also cast doubt over the speculated numbers of undocumented immigrants in India,
noting, “If tens of millions of Muslims from nearby countries had indeed migrated to India,
demographers would expect to see evidence of such mass migration in data from their countries
of origin, and this magnitude of outmigration is not apparent.” Religious conversion has also had
a negligible impact on India’s overall composition, with 98% of Indian adults still identifying with
the religion in which they were raised.
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A DISEASE SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM, FOR THE
FUTURE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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A defining moment in the history of epidemiology was the removal of the handle of a water
pump. This is a spectacular story. In 1854, when a deadly outbreak of cholera affected Soho
area of London, John Snow (1813-1858), a British doctor and epidemiologist, used the health
statistics and death registration data from the General Registrar Office (GRO) in London, to plot
on a map of the area, the distribution of cholera cases and deaths. He observed that a majority
of cases and deaths were in the Broad Street area, which received supply from a common water
pump, supporting his theory that cholera was a waterborne, contagious disease.
The collection of health data and vital statistics by the GRO had improved over the previous
decade-and-a-half due to untiring efforts put in by another medical doctor, William Farr (18071883). Based upon the data on the time, place and person distribution of cholera cases and
deaths, supplemented by a map, Snow, on September 7, 1854, could convince the local
authorities in London to remove the handle of the water pump, which they reluctantly did. The
cholera outbreak was controlled in a few weeks. It started the beginning of a new era in
epidemiology. John Snow is often referred to as the father of modern epidemiology and William
Farr as founder of the modern concept of disease surveillance system.
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A year on, mind the gaps in the pandemic response
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In the years to follow, epidemiology became a key discipline to prevent and control infectious
diseases (and in present context for non communicable diseases as well). The application of
principles of epidemiology is possible through systematic collection and timely analysis, and
dissemination of data on the diseases. This is to initiate action to either prevent or stop further
spread, a process termed as disease surveillance.
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However, in the late 19th century, with the emergence of understanding that germs cause the
diseases, and then in the early 20th century, with the discovery of antibiotics and advances in
modern medicine, attention from epidemiology somewhat shifted. The high-income countries
invested in disease surveillance systems but low- and middle-income countries used limited
resources for medical care. Then, in the second half of Twentieth century, as part of the global
efforts for smallpox eradication and then to tackle many emerging and re-emerging diseases,
many countries recognised the importance and started to invest in and strengthen the diseases
surveillance system. These efforts received further boost with the emergence of Avian flu in
1997 and the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) outbreak in 2002-04.
A major cholera outbreak in Delhi in 1988 and the Surat plague outbreak of 1994, nudged the
Government of India to launch the National Surveillance Programme for Communicable
Diseases in 1997. However, this initiative remained rudimentary till, in wake of the SARS
outbreak, in 2004, India launched the Integrated Disease Surveillance Project (IDSP). The focus
under the IDSP was to increase government funding for disease surveillance, strengthen
laboratory capacity, train the health workforce and have at least one trained epidemiologist in
every district of India. With that, between 2004 and 2019, nearly every passing year, more
outbreaks were detected and investigated than the previous year. It was on this foundation of
the IDSP (which now has become a full fledged programme) that when COVID-19 pandemic
struck, India could rapidly deploy the teams of epidemiologists and public health experts to
respond to and guide the response, coordinate the contact tracing and rapidly scale up testing
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capacity.
India’s disease surveillance system needs a reboot
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The disease surveillance system and health data recording and reporting systems are key tools
in epidemiology; however, these have performed variably in Indian States, as we know now from
available analyses, be it seroprevalence-survey findings or the analysis of excess COVID-19
deaths. As per data from the fourth round of sero-survey, Kerala and Maharashtra States could
identify one in every six and 12 infections, respectively; while in States such as Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, only one in every 100 COVID-19 infections could be
detected, pointing towards a weak disease surveillance system. The estimated excess deaths
are also higher in those States which have weak disease surveillance systems and the civil
registration and vital statistics (CRVS) systems.
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In a well-functioning disease surveillance system, an increase in cases of any illness would be
identified very quickly. An example is Kerala, arguably the best performing disease surveillance
system amongst the India States, as it is picking the maximum COVID-19 cases; it could pick
the first case of the Nipah virus in early September 2021. On the contrary, cases of dengue,
malaria, leptospirosis and scrub typhus received attention only when more than three dozen
deaths were reported and health facilities in multiple districts of Uttar Pradesh, began to be
overwhelmed. The situation is not very different in States such as Madhya Pradesh and
Haryana, where viral illnesses, most likely dengue, are causing hospitalisation but not being
correctly identified or are being reported as mystery fever. This is a bit concerning as 18 months
into the COVID-19 pandemic and a lot of political promises of strengthening disease surveillance
and health systems, one would have expected a better performance. It raises the question: if the
pandemic could not nudge the governments to strengthen the disease surveillance system, then
what will? Or is it that difficult to strengthen the disease surveillance system?
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Can a digital ID aid India’s primary health ecosystem?
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A review of the IDSP by joint monitoring mission in 2015, conducted jointly by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, the Government of India and World Health Organization India had
made a few concrete recommendations to strengthen disease surveillance systems. These
included increasing financial resource allocation, ensuring adequate number of trained human
resources, strengthening laboratories, and zoonosis, influenza and vaccine-preventable
diseases surveillance. Clearly, it is time all these recommendations are re-looked and acted
upon. At a more specific level, the following should be considered by health policy makers.
First, the government resources allocated to preventive and promotive health services and
disease surveillance need to be increased by the Union and State governments. Second, the
workforce in the primary health-care system in both rural and urban areas needs to be retrained
in disease surveillance and public health actions. The vacancies of surveillance staff at all levels
need to be urgently filled in. Third, the laboratory capacity for COVID-19, developed in the last
18 months, needs to be planned and repurposed to increase the ability to conduct testing for
other public health challenges and infections. This should be linked to create a system in which
samples collected are quickly transported and tested and the reports are available in real time.
Fourth, the emerging outbreaks of zoonotic diseases, be it the Nipah virus in Kerala or avian flu
in other States as well as scrub typhus in Uttar Pradesh, are a reminder of the
interconnectedness of human and animal health. The ‘One Health’ approach has to be promoted
beyond policy discourses and made functional on the ground. Fifth, there has to be a dedicated
focus on strengthening the civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) systems and medical
certification of cause of deaths (MCCD). These are complementary to disease surveillance
systems and often where one is weak, the other is also functioning sub-optimally. Sixth, it is also
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time to ensure coordinated actions between the State government and municipal corporation to
develop joint action plans and assume responsibility for public health and disease surveillance.
The allocation made by the 15th Finance Commission to corporations for health should be used
to activate this process.
Majority of the ‘mysterious’ diseases are ‘missed’ diagnosis: experts
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The emergence and re-emergence of new and old diseases and an increase in cases of
endemic diseases are partly unavoidable. We cannot prevent every single outbreak but with a
well-functioning disease surveillance system and with application of principles of epidemiology,
we can reduce their impact. Sometimes, the control of a deadly disease could be as easy as the
removal of a handle of a water pump. However, which handle it is to be can only be guided by
coordinated actions between a disease surveillance system, a civil registration system and
experts in medical statistics, and, finally, informed by the application of principles of
epidemiology. Indian States urgently need to do everything to start detecting diseases, which will
prepare the country for all future outbreaks, epidemics and pandemics. This is amongst the first
things, which Indian health policy makers should pay attention to.
Dr. Chandrakant Lahariya, a physician-epidemiologist, is a public policy and health systems
expert and co-author of the book, Till We Win: India’s Fight Against The COVID-19 Pandemic
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UNION HEALTH MINISTER SHRI MANSUKH
MANDAVIYA INAUGURATES AAROGYA MANTHAN 3.0
TO MARK THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF AYUSHMAN
BHARAT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Shri Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated and chaired
the inaugural session of Aarogya Manthan 3.0 to mark the third anniversary of Ayushman Bharat
– Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) scheme for its three years successful
implementation across the country, in the presence of Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar, Union Minister
of State for Health and Family Welfare. Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY was launched on 23rd
September 2018 from Ranchi by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi with the vision
to achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC).
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The theme of the program was ‘Service and Excellence’. Aarogya Manthan 3.0, a four-day
hybrid (physical and virtual) event commenced by observing ‘Ayushman Bharat Diwas’.

Speaking on the occasion, the Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare said, “AB PM-JAY
has reformed the entire healthcare system of India. It gives me great happiness that the scheme
has served more than 2.2 crore people in the last three years to the people residing in the
remotest of the areas. The journey of the last three years of implementation of the scheme has
been tremendous as it has empowered millions of citizens of India with their Right to Health.”
Accentuating the vision and expressing his heartfelt thanks to the Prime Minister of India, he
said, “Health and development are interlinked. Universal Health care is the objective and vision
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of the Hon'ble Prime Minister. Leveraging digital technology in the healthcare sector, India aims
to set national goals of digitizing the healthcare landscape to make delivery of services smooth,
robust, quick and efficient. In this regard, the National Digital Health Mission will prove to be a
game-changer step. Public government partnership is the reason for the success of any
government program. Ayushman Mitra is one such initiative.
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On this proud occasion, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya virtually interacted with AB PM-JAY
beneficiaries from Jammu and Kashmir, Chhattisgarh, Andaman and Nicobar, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Assam. The Union Minister of Health & Family
Welfare also released the third edition of the NHA’s Annual Report 2020-2021 along with the
Lessons Learnt Booklet.
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During the event, the Health Minister gave the ‘Ayushman Utkrishta Puraskaar’ award to the
best performing AB PM-JAY States/ UTs for efficient implementation of the scheme. The awards
were distributed to the States in the category of top-performing PMAM, top-performing CSC
State lead, top- performing Public Hospitals, best performing states and best-performing states
in gender equity.

At this momentous occasion, the Union Health Minister also launched key initiatives - Hospital
Help Desk Kiosk, Beneficiary Facilitation Agency, PMJAY Command Centre & Nudge Unit
and Revamped PM-JAY technology platform, undertaken by the National Health Authority for
the ease of beneficiaries while availing healthcare services under the scheme. The details are
as follows: •Hospital Help Desk Kiosk: The objective of this initiative is to directly connect the beneficiaries
with the hospitals and provide an enhanced and seamless accessibility of information at the time
of admission. This would also help create a uniform identity of AB PM-JAY for the beneficiaries
and patch lapses, if any. It will function as a dedicated service window with a potential to provide
all types of information about the scheme to the visitors.
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•Beneficiary Facilitation Agency: Beneficiary Facilitation Agencies (BFAs) will be deployed at
empanelled public hospitals under AB PM-JAY. These BFAs will be mandated to scrutinize all
IPD patients in public hospitals for their eligibility under AB PM-JAY. Further, the BFAs will also
provide necessary assistance to PM-JAY beneficiaries for availing services under the scheme.
•PMJAY Command Centre & Nudge Unit: This Command Centre will ensure that real-time
tracking of beneficiary seeking treatment at any empanelled hospital across India
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•Revamped PM-JAY technology platform: Based on the experience of the last three years,
three core applications of AB PM-JAY IT platform for enriching the experience of Beneficiaries,
Hospitals and Claims Processing Agents were unveiled. The Beneficiary Identification system
(BIS), verifies the beneficiary identity. In the revamped system, self or assisted beneficiary
verification feature has been introduced. The new Transaction Management System (TMS) has
optimized documentation requirements for claim submission and rationalized query raising while
claim processing. Hospital Empanelment Module used for hospital empanelment and locating
the hospitals under the scheme has been revamped to facilitate Ease of empanelment through
streamlined process and digital MoU. It will also help with informed decision-making regarding
choice of hospital based on the public profile of empanelled hospitals.
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Speaking on the occasion, Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar emphasized the role of AB-PMJAY in
reforming the healthcare system of India, She said, “The scheme has great potential to
rejuvenate the primary and secondary healthcare facilities across the country. This year’s theme
for Aarogya Manthan 3.0 is Service and Excellence and I believe that AB PM-JAY is fulfilling this
noble cause in terms of serving more than 54 crore targeted people with free, accessible and
quality medical care across India.”
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While presenting the three-year journey of AB PM-JAY, Dr RS Sharma, CEO, National Health
Authority expressed his pleasure on the successful implementation of AB-PMJAY in the last
three years effortlessly and seamlessly across the country. He said, “The scheme is taking one
step each day to reach closer to the goal of Universal Health Coverage. This exemplary work
done under the scheme has been possible due to its robust IT system and the monitoring and
extensive work done at the ground level.”
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He further added, “Since the inception of the scheme, more than 2 crore treatments worth Rs.
26,400 crores have been authorized through a network of over 24,000 empanelled hospitals
across the country. In the last three years, more than 16.50 crore beneficiaries have been
verified and provided with Ayushman Cards with female beneficiaries amounting to
approximately 50% of this number. As of 23 rd September 2021, over 2.6 lakh hospital
admissions worth Rs 586 crore have been authorized leveraging the pan-India portability feature
of the AB PM-JAY scheme. The innovative e-Rupy platform can be used to leverage the PMJAY
further.”
Dr VK Paul, Member (Health), NITI Aayog said that over the last three years, India has gained
massive global attention for the implementation of Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY to achieve the
commitment of Universal Health Coverage. Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY has been proved to be a
game-changer in strengthening India’s healthcare landscape. He suggested that the remaining
50-60 Cr people should also be included in this Universal HealthCare System to reach the
unmet people. He also emphasized the need to add more hospitals under this scheme as
24,000 Hospitals are not enough.
Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Secretary, Department of Health & Family Welfare congratulated the
National Health Authority for the exemplary work done by the people involved in making
Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY a grand success in such a short period of three years. He also
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highlighted the impact and importance of the “Aayush Apke Dwar '' awareness campaign
launched by NHA for door to door campaign. He further added, “We should also focus on
strengthening connecting PMJAY beneficiaries to the hospitals in availing benefits, who have not
availed it yet, strengthening healthcare infrastructure and IT platform. It’s important to strengthen
more our IT infrastructure to detect any fraud.”
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The link of the event is : https://youtu.be/gy35VaFGNB4
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Dr R S Sharma, CEO, National Health Authority (NHA) and Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health
Secretary were also present. Other senior dignitaries from the Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, National Health Authority, and officials from State Health Agency (SHAs), medical
professionals also participated in the event.
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Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Shri Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated and chaired
the inaugural session of Aarogya Manthan 3.0 to mark the third anniversary of Ayushman Bharat
– Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) scheme for its three years successful
implementation across the country, in the presence of Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar, Union Minister
of State for Health and Family Welfare. Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY was launched on 23rd
September 2018 from Ranchi by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi with the vision
to achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC).
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The theme of the program was ‘Service and Excellence’. Aarogya Manthan 3.0, a four-day
hybrid (physical and virtual) event commenced by observing ‘Ayushman Bharat Diwas’.
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Speaking on the occasion, the Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare said, “AB PM-JAY
has reformed the entire healthcare system of India. It gives me great happiness that the scheme
has served more than 2.2 crore people in the last three years to the people residing in the
remotest of the areas. The journey of the last three years of implementation of the scheme has
been tremendous as it has empowered millions of citizens of India with their Right to Health.”
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Accentuating the vision and expressing his heartfelt thanks to the Prime Minister of India, he
said, “Health and development are interlinked. Universal Health care is the objective and vision
of the Hon'ble Prime Minister. Leveraging digital technology in the healthcare sector, India aims
to set national goals of digitizing the healthcare landscape to make delivery of services smooth,
robust, quick and efficient. In this regard, the National Digital Health Mission will prove to be a
game-changer step. Public government partnership is the reason for the success of any
government program. Ayushman Mitra is one such initiative.
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On this proud occasion, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya virtually interacted with AB PM-JAY
beneficiaries from Jammu and Kashmir, Chhattisgarh, Andaman and Nicobar, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Assam. The Union Minister of Health & Family
Welfare also released the third edition of the NHA’s Annual Report 2020-2021 along with the
Lessons Learnt Booklet.
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During the event, the Health Minister gave the ‘Ayushman Utkrishta Puraskaar’ award to the
best performing AB PM-JAY States/ UTs for efficient implementation of the scheme. The awards
were distributed to the States in the category of top-performing PMAM, top-performing CSC
State lead, top- performing Public Hospitals, best performing states and best-performing states
in gender equity.
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At this momentous occasion, the Union Health Minister also launched key initiatives - Hospital
Help Desk Kiosk, Beneficiary Facilitation Agency, PMJAY Command Centre & Nudge Unit
and Revamped PM-JAY technology platform, undertaken by the National Health Authority for
the ease of beneficiaries while availing healthcare services under the scheme. The details are
as follows: -
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•Hospital Help Desk Kiosk: The objective of this initiative is to directly connect the beneficiaries
with the hospitals and provide an enhanced and seamless accessibility of information at the time
of admission. This would also help create a uniform identity of AB PM-JAY for the beneficiaries
and patch lapses, if any. It will function as a dedicated service window with a potential to provide
all types of information about the scheme to the visitors.
•Beneficiary Facilitation Agency: Beneficiary Facilitation Agencies (BFAs) will be deployed at
empanelled public hospitals under AB PM-JAY. These BFAs will be mandated to scrutinize all
IPD patients in public hospitals for their eligibility under AB PM-JAY. Further, the BFAs will also
provide necessary assistance to PM-JAY beneficiaries for availing services under the scheme.

cr

•PMJAY Command Centre & Nudge Unit: This Command Centre will ensure that real-time
tracking of beneficiary seeking treatment at any empanelled hospital across India
•Revamped PM-JAY technology platform: Based on the experience of the last three years,
three core applications of AB PM-JAY IT platform for enriching the experience of Beneficiaries,
Hospitals and Claims Processing Agents were unveiled. The Beneficiary Identification system
(BIS), verifies the beneficiary identity. In the revamped system, self or assisted beneficiary
verification feature has been introduced. The new Transaction Management System (TMS) has
optimized documentation requirements for claim submission and rationalized query raising while
claim processing. Hospital Empanelment Module used for hospital empanelment and locating
the hospitals under the scheme has been revamped to facilitate Ease of empanelment through
streamlined process and digital MoU. It will also help with informed decision-making regarding
choice of hospital based on the public profile of empanelled hospitals.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar emphasized the role of AB-PMJAY in
reforming the healthcare system of India, She said, “The scheme has great potential to
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rejuvenate the primary and secondary healthcare facilities across the country. This year’s theme
for Aarogya Manthan 3.0 is Service and Excellence and I believe that AB PM-JAY is fulfilling this
noble cause in terms of serving more than 54 crore targeted people with free, accessible and
quality medical care across India.”
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While presenting the three-year journey of AB PM-JAY, Dr RS Sharma, CEO, National Health
Authority expressed his pleasure on the successful implementation of AB-PMJAY in the last
three years effortlessly and seamlessly across the country. He said, “The scheme is taking one
step each day to reach closer to the goal of Universal Health Coverage. This exemplary work
done under the scheme has been possible due to its robust IT system and the monitoring and
extensive work done at the ground level.”
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He further added, “Since the inception of the scheme, more than 2 crore treatments worth Rs.
26,400 crores have been authorized through a network of over 24,000 empanelled hospitals
across the country. In the last three years, more than 16.50 crore beneficiaries have been
verified and provided with Ayushman Cards with female beneficiaries amounting to
approximately 50% of this number. As of 23 rd September 2021, over 2.6 lakh hospital
admissions worth Rs 586 crore have been authorized leveraging the pan-India portability feature
of the AB PM-JAY scheme. The innovative e-Rupy platform can be used to leverage the PMJAY
further.”
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Dr VK Paul, Member (Health), NITI Aayog said that over the last three years, India has gained
massive global attention for the implementation of Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY to achieve the
commitment of Universal Health Coverage. Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY has been proved to be a
game-changer in strengthening India’s healthcare landscape. He suggested that the remaining
50-60 Cr people should also be included in this Universal HealthCare System to reach the
unmet people. He also emphasized the need to add more hospitals under this scheme as
24,000 Hospitals are not enough.
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Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Secretary, Department of Health & Family Welfare congratulated the
National Health Authority for the exemplary work done by the people involved in making
Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY a grand success in such a short period of three years. He also
highlighted the impact and importance of the “Aayush Apke Dwar '' awareness campaign
launched by NHA for door to door campaign. He further added, “We should also focus on
strengthening connecting PMJAY beneficiaries to the hospitals in availing benefits, who have not
availed it yet, strengthening healthcare infrastructure and IT platform. It’s important to strengthen
more our IT infrastructure to detect any fraud.”
Dr R S Sharma, CEO, National Health Authority (NHA) and Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health
Secretary were also present. Other senior dignitaries from the Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, National Health Authority, and officials from State Health Agency (SHAs), medical
professionals also participated in the event.
The link of the event is : https://youtu.be/gy35VaFGNB4
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CENTRE NOTIFIES MEDICAL DEVICE PARKS’ SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The scheme aims at ensuring easy access to testing and infrastructure facilities.

m

The Union government on Friday notified a scheme to promote medical device parks at a
financial outlay of Rs. 400 crore till financial year 2024-2025.
The scheme aims to ensure easy access to testing and infrastructure facilities. It is expected
that this will bring down the cost of production of medical devices, thereby making them more
affordable for domestic consumption, the Department of Pharmaceuticals said in a statement.
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The financial assistance for a selected medical device park would be 90% of the project cost of
common infrastructure facilities for the northeastern and hilly States. For the rest, it would be
70%. However, a maximum assistance under the scheme for one such park will be Rs. 100
crore.
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COMPLEX COUNT: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON CASTE
CENSUS
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and issues
arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The idea of a national caste census might be abhorrent when the stated policy is to strive for a
casteless society, but it will be useful to establish statistical justification for preserving castebased affirmative action programmes. It may also be a legal imperative, considering that courts
want ‘quantifiable data’ to support the existing levels of reservation. Political parties with their
base in particular social groups may find a caste enumeration useful, if their favoured groups are
established as dominant in specific geographies; or they may find the outcome inconvenient, if
the precise count turns out to be lower and has a negative bearing on perceptions about their
electoral importance. In this backdrop, the Union government’s assertion in the Supreme Court
that a census of the backward castes is “administratively difficult and cumbersome” may evoke
varying responses. There are two components to the government’s stand. First, it asserts that it
is a policy decision not to have caste as part of the regular census and that, administratively, the
enumeration would be rendered so complex that it may jeopardise the decennial census itself.
Second, it cites the difficulties and complexities inherent in getting an accurate count of castes,
given the mind-boggling numbers of castes and sub-castes, with phonetic variations and
similarities, that people returned as their caste in the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC)
conducted in 2011.
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The Government has said data from the 2011 SECC were not acted upon because of “several
infirmities” that rendered them unusable. Even in the Censuses up to 1931, when caste details
were collected, they were wanting in completeness and accuracy. Further, the data contained 46
lakh different caste names, and if subcastes were considered, the ultimate number may be
exponentially high. These points do merit consideration, and even those clamouring for a caste
census cannot easily brush them aside. However, these need not mean that an enumeration of
the social groups in the country is impossible. A caste census need not necessarily mean caste
in the census. It may be an independent exercise, but one that needs adequate thought and
preparation, if its ultimate goal is not for political or electoral purposes, but for equity in
distribution of opportunities. A preliminary socio-anthropological study can be done at the State
and district levels to establish all sects and sub-castes present in the population. These can be
tabulated under caste names that have wider recognition based on synonymity and equivalence
among the appellations that people use to denote themselves. Thereafter, it may be possible to
do a field enumeration that can mark any group under castes found in the available OBC/BC
lists. A caste census may not sit well with the goal of a casteless society, but it may serve, in the
interim, as a useful, even if not entirely flawless, means of addressing inequities in society.
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Date : 2021-09-27

MODI TO LAUNCH NATIONWIDE AYUSHMAN BHARAT
DIGITAL MISSION
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

NEW DELHI : Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the nationwide roll out of Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission on Monday via video conference, which is currently running in selected
states.
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The pilot project of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission had been announced by the Prime Minister
from the ramparts of Red Fort on 15th August, 2020. Currently, Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission is being implemented in pilot phase in six Union Territories including Puducherry,
Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Ladakh, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Daman and Diu,
and Lakshadweep.
The nation-wide rollout of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission coincides with NHA celebrating the
third anniversary of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY). Union
Health Minister Mansukj Mandavia will also be present on the occasion.
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Based on the foundations laid down in the form of Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile (JAM) trinity
and other digital initiatives of the government, Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission will create a
seamless online platform through the provision of a wide-range of data, information and
infrastructure services, duly leveraging open, interoperable, standards-based digital systems
while ensuring the security, confidentiality and privacy of health-related personal information,"
the government said in a statement. The Mission will enable access and exchange of
longitudinal health records of citizens with their consent, it said.
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The key components of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission include a health ID for every citizen
that will also work as their health account, to which personal health records can be linked and
viewed with the help of a mobile application; a Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR) and
Healthcare Facilities Registries (HFR) that will act as a repository of all healthcare providers
across both modern and traditional systems of medicine. This will ensure ease of doing business
for doctors/hospitals and healthcare service providers.

cr

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission Sandbox, created as a part of the Mission, will act as a
framework for technology and product testing that will help organizations, including private
players, intending to be a part of National Digital Health Ecosystem become a Health
Information Provider or Health Information User or efficiently link with building blocks of
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, the government said.
This Mission will create interoperability within the digital health ecosystem, similar to the role
played by the Unified Payments Interface in revolutionizing payments. Citizens will only be a
click-away from accessing healthcare facilities, the government said.
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Date : 2021-09-28

PM LAUNCHES HEALTH ID FOR EVERY CITIZEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Virtual reality:Prime Minister Narendra Modi launching the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission in
New Delhi on Monday.PTI-

m

The campaign for strengthening health facilities that had been going on for the past seven years
is entering a new phase today, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi while launching the
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission via videoconferencing on Monday.
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“Today, we are launching a mission that has the potential of bringing a revolutionary change in
India’s health facilities,” he stated.
The Arogya Setu app helped in preventing the spread of the COVID-19 infection, he noted, and
lauded CoWIN for its role in making India achieve a record administration of about 90 crore
vaccine doses under the free vaccine campaign.

IA

Referring to the use of technology in health, Mr. Modi pointed out that there had been an
unprecedented expansion of telemedicine during the pandemic period. So far, about 125 crore
remote consultations had been completed through e-Sanjeevani. “This facility is connecting
thousands of countrymen living in far-flung parts of the country every day with doctors of big
hospitals of cities while sitting at home,” he said.
The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission would now connect the digital health solutions of hospitals
across the country with each other.

ac
k

A release issued by the Union government stressed that the mission would not only make the
processes of hospitals simplified but also increase ease of living. Under this, every citizen would
now get a digital health ID and their health records would be digitally protected.
Holistic health model
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The Prime Minister highlighted that India was working on a health model that was holistic and
inclusive. It also stressed on preventive healthcare and, in case of disease, easy, affordable and
accessible treatment. Unprecedented reforms in health education was on. A much larger
number of doctors and paramedical manpower was being created now.
“A comprehensive network of All India Institutes of Medical Science [AIIMS] and other modern
health institutions is being established in the country and work on establishing one medical
college in every three Lok Sabha constituencies is going on,” he said.
Mr. Modi emphasised strengthening the health facilities in villages. He pointed to the
strengthening of primary health centre networks and wellness centres. More than 80,000 such
centres had already been operationalised, he added.
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Date : 2021-09-29

TRIFED, UNICEF& WHO PROMOTE HEALTH WITH
LIVELIHOOD ACTIVITIES THROUGH A FOCUSSED
VACCINATION CAMPAIGN IN TRIBAL DISTRICTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

Key Highlights:
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The “COVID Teeka Sang Surakshit Van, DhanaurUddyam” campaign was virtually launched by
Shri Arjun Munda, Minister forTribal Affairs, Government of India on 15 th July, 2021 to
accelerate the pace of Covid vaccination among tribal communities of India. The campaign was
launched through video conferencing link-up with field camps in Mandla in Madhya Pradesh and
Bastar in Chhattisgarh in the presence of Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste, Minister of State for
Steel;Ministers of State for Tribal Affairs,Smt. Renuka Singh and Shri BishweswarTudu; MD
TRIFED Shri Pravir Krishna;Dr.RodericoOfrin, WHO Representative and Dr. Yasmin Ali Haque,
UNICEF India Representative and other dignitaries.
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TRIFED in collaboration with UNICEF and WHO has planned to roll out this campaign across
the country, with the help of partner agencies at State level in tribal districts. The campaign
targets to leverage the 45,000 Van Dhan Self Help Groups (VDSHGs) of the Tribal Co-operative
Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) to promote livelihoods with health. This
campaign is designed to connect tribal communities from across the country emphasizing that
the COVID-19 vaccination is free, available in the nearby centres and not only protects people
from hospitalization cost and death but also helps them to continue with their bread earning
activities.
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As an outcome of this campaign undertaken by TRIFED in association with UNICEF and WHO,
it is estimated that approx. 6.73 crores vaccinations were administered in tribal districts.

The campaign is based on 3 J’s:
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The aforesaid campaign focusses on reassurance, pride and self-efficacy. Its motive is to fast
track the activities of Van Dhan Self-Help Groups, and accelerate the pace of COVID
vaccination among tribals engaged in procurement, value addition and marketing of handlooms,
handicrafts and forest produces. The campaign leverages the strength and network of Self-Help
Groups and other common touch points – Common Service Centres, fertilizer outlet centres,
Haats and Bazaars, VDSHGs etc. It employs publicity measures in local languages to promote
vaccine uptake and COVID Appropriate Behaviour.
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The campaign also uses non-traditional partnerships and community reach for mobilization and
collective action such as involvement of traditional leaders and incentivize adoption of vaccines
through local health structures and TRIFED’s influencers in tribal districts. A series of webinars
in this regard has also been conducted covering all the states with about 3000participations from
VDSHGs, Clusters, representatives of SIA, SNA, SFURTI TA, UNICEF, WHO, Suppliers, District
administration, local influencers of the respective regions.
This was followed diligently by organising various awareness campaigns physically in about 80
tribal districts across the country. About 150 TRIFED’s influencers were identified in tribal
districts to support the campaign by driving the tribals to get vaccinated.
As an outcome of this campaign undertaken by TRIFED in association with UNICEF and WHO,
it is estimated that approx. 6.73 crores vaccinations were administered in tribal districts.
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The campaign is targeted to overcome two challenging waves, gained experience and are
determined to stop the third wave in tribal districts, free of COVID infection and restrictions on
livelihood activities.

***
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Key Highlights:
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The “COVID Teeka Sang Surakshit Van, DhanaurUddyam” campaign was virtually launched by
Shri Arjun Munda, Minister forTribal Affairs, Government of India on 15 th July, 2021 to
accelerate the pace of Covid vaccination among tribal communities of India. The campaign was
launched through video conferencing link-up with field camps in Mandla in Madhya Pradesh and
Bastar in Chhattisgarh in the presence of Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste, Minister of State for
Steel;Ministers of State for Tribal Affairs,Smt. Renuka Singh and Shri BishweswarTudu; MD
TRIFED Shri Pravir Krishna;Dr.RodericoOfrin, WHO Representative and Dr. Yasmin Ali Haque,
UNICEF India Representative and other dignitaries.
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TRIFED in collaboration with UNICEF and WHO has planned to roll out this campaign across
the country, with the help of partner agencies at State level in tribal districts. The campaign
targets to leverage the 45,000 Van Dhan Self Help Groups (VDSHGs) of the Tribal Co-operative
Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) to promote livelihoods with health. This
campaign is designed to connect tribal communities from across the country emphasizing that
the COVID-19 vaccination is free, available in the nearby centres and not only protects people
from hospitalization cost and death but also helps them to continue with their bread earning
activities.
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As an outcome of this campaign undertaken by TRIFED in association with UNICEF and WHO,
it is estimated that approx. 6.73 crores vaccinations were administered in tribal districts.
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The campaign is based on 3 J’s:

The aforesaid campaign focusses on reassurance, pride and self-efficacy. Its motive is to fast
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track the activities of Van Dhan Self-Help Groups, and accelerate the pace of COVID
vaccination among tribals engaged in procurement, value addition and marketing of handlooms,
handicrafts and forest produces. The campaign leverages the strength and network of Self-Help
Groups and other common touch points – Common Service Centres, fertilizer outlet centres,
Haats and Bazaars, VDSHGs etc. It employs publicity measures in local languages to promote
vaccine uptake and COVID Appropriate Behaviour.

The campaign also uses non-traditional partnerships and community reach for mobilization and
collective action such as involvement of traditional leaders and incentivize adoption of vaccines
through local health structures and TRIFED’s influencers in tribal districts. A series of webinars
in this regard has also been conducted covering all the states with about 3000participations from
VDSHGs, Clusters, representatives of SIA, SNA, SFURTI TA, UNICEF, WHO, Suppliers, District
administration, local influencers of the respective regions.
This was followed diligently by organising various awareness campaigns physically in about 80
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tribal districts across the country. About 150 TRIFED’s influencers were identified in tribal
districts to support the campaign by driving the tribals to get vaccinated.
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As an outcome of this campaign undertaken by TRIFED in association with UNICEF and WHO,
it is estimated that approx. 6.73 crores vaccinations were administered in tribal districts.

The campaign is targeted to overcome two challenging waves, gained experience and are
determined to stop the third wave in tribal districts, free of COVID infection and restrictions on
livelihood activities.
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