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200 ARMY PERSONNEL FOR ZAPAD EXERCISE
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Defence related developments

All set:The Indian contingent for the ZAPAD 2021 exercise beginning at Nizhniy in Russia on
Friday.Special ArrangementSpecial Arrangement

m

A contingent of 200 Army personnel will participate in the multinational Exercise ZAPAD 2021
being held at Nizhniy, Russia from September 3 to 16, the Army said on Wednesday. Of the 17
countries invited for the exercise, there are nine Participating countries and eight Observers
including China and Pakistan, a defence source said.
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ZAPAD 2021 is one of the theatre level exercises of Russian armed forces and will focus
primarily on operations against terrorists, the Army said. “The NAGA Battalion group
participating in the exercise will feature an all arms combined task force. The exercise aims to
enhance military and strategic ties amongst the participating nations while they plan and execute
this exercise,” it stated.
In all, 17 countries have been invited by Russia for the exercise. Of these nine are Participating
countries which include Mongolia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Serbia, Russia,
India and Belarus. The other eight countries are Observers which include Pakistan, China,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Uzbekistan and Sri Lanka, the source added.
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The Indian Contingent has been put through a strenuous training schedule which encompasses
all facets of conventional operations including mechanised, airborne and heliborne, counter
terrorism, combat conditioning and firing, the Army added.
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This month, the Army will take part in a multinational exercise peace mission in Russia with a
200-strong battalion from Sikh Li infantry, another source said.
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PM RELEASES A SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE COIN ON
THE OCCASION OF 125TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF
SRILA BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA JI
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: null
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi released a special commemorative coin on the occasion of
the 125th Birth Anniversary of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada Ji today via video
conference. Union Minister For Culture, Tourism and Development of North Eastern Region
(DoNER), Shri G Kishan Reddy, among others, was present on the occasion.
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister mentioned the happy coincidence of Janmashtami
day before and the 125th birth anniversary of Srila Prabhupada ji. ‘It is like achieving happiness
and contentment of sadhana together. He also noted that the occasion is taking place amidst the
celebration of Azadi ka Amrit mahotsav. This is how millions of followers of Srila Prabhupada
Swami and millions of Krishna devotees all over the world are experiencing today’, the Prime
Minister said.
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The Prime Minister noted the supernatural devotion of Prabhupada Swami for Lord Krishna and
said that he was also a great devotee of Bharat. He fought in the freedom struggle of the
country. He had refused to take his diploma from Scottish College in support of the noncooperation movement, the Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister said our knowledge of yoga spread all over the world and sustainable
lifestyle of India, science like Ayurveda are spread all over the world. It is our resolve that the
whole world should benefit from it, Shri Modi said. The Prime Minister said whenever we go to
any other country, and when people meet there saying 'Hare Krishna', we feel a sense of
belonging and pride. The Prime Minister said that the same feeling will be there when Make in
India products get the same affinity. We can learn a lot from ISKCON in this regard
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The Prime Minister said that in the times of slavery, Bhakti kept the spirit of India alive. He said
today scholars assess that if there was no social revolution of the Bhakti period, it would have
been difficult to imagine the status and form of India. Bhakti connected the creature with God by
removing the dicrimination of faith, social hierarchies and privileges. Even in those difficult times,
saints like Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who tied the society with the spirit of devotion and gave the
mantra of 'Faith to Confidence'.
The Prime Minister said at one time, if a sage like Swami Vivekananda came who took Vedanta
to the west, then Srila Prabhupada and ISKCON took up this great task when the time of taking
Bhakti Yoga to the world came. He connected Bhakti Vedanta with the consciousness of the
world, said the Prime Minister.
The Prime Minister said today there are hundreds of ISKCON temples in different countries of
the world and many Gurukuls are keeping Indian culture alive. ISKCON has disseminated to the
world that for India, faith means zeal, enthusiasm, and gaiety and faith in humanity.Shri Modi
highlighted the service work of ISKCON during earthquake in Kutch, Uttarakhand tragedy,
cyclones in Odisha and Bengal. The Prime Minister also praised the efforts of ISKCON during
the pandemic.
125
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The event was jointly organised by Ministry of Culture and ISCKON. “One of the cultural
ambassadors of India, who paved the way for social and cultural upliftment of humankind with
the aim of Kranvanto Vishwamaryam (to make the world noble)” said G. K Reddy on the
occasion of the event.
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The Union Minister of Culture, Sri G Kishan Reddy ji, delivered the welcome remarks virtually at
the event and said “ India has also been the land of Maha-purushas who gave their lives in
service of others and taught countless people the righteous path of life.The life of Srila
Prabhupada Ji is in itself a story of dedication and courage and today, ISKCON, the movement
founded by Swami Ji is globally known for its dedication to and propagation of Bhagavan Sri
Krishna’s teachings and the Indian (Bharatiya) culture, knowledge and tradition”.
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“It is due to the efforts of Srila Prabhupada Ji and his followers, today one can see thousands
native people of countries like Russia, Argentina, Ghana walking in Sarees and Dhoti, chanting
Sanskrit mantras, reading Srimad Bhagavad Gita and other Purnanas, play instruments like
Mridanga & Khol, this is indeed a cultural revolution brought about by Srila Prabhupada Ji as the
cultural ambassador of our heritage” he added. Shri Krishna Reddy further said “A deep desire
to revive the spiritual culture of India, Srila Prabhupada ji during his lifetime established 8
centres in India which today has grown to 330 centres”.
Appreciating the social contributions for the society the Union Minister said “Today ISKCON’s
food distribution is famous around the world. During the Covid pandemic, I had the opportunity
to visit the mega kitchen in Dwarka, Delhi where I had seen how meals for 4 lakh people was
being cooked and systematically distributed every day. I am happy to learn that during the
pandemic ISKCON and its affiliated units in partnership with the government have served more
than 25 crore plates of meals across India through their 72 kitchens. I am also happy to learn
that ISKCON’s Food for Life program is the world’s largest vegetarian food relief program”.
“Through the efforts of Srila Prabhupada Ji we know that there is a tremendous interest in many
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countries to learn about Yoga, Indian lifestyle, music and culture. Due to this, every year
thousands of international tourists and devotees visit the holy places like Vrindavan, Puri,
Mayapur and thereby contribute to the development of the region. But to me – his greatest
achievement was that he was an exemplary ambassador of India’s ancient civilization. This is
because he carried the same traditional values you, his followers, are now promoting from education, culture and welfare – inside and outside the shores of India”, added the Union
Minister.
****
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi released a special commemorative coin on the occasion of
the 125th Birth Anniversary of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada Ji today via video
conference. Union Minister For Culture, Tourism and Development of North Eastern Region
(DoNER), Shri G Kishan Reddy, among others, was present on the occasion.
Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister mentioned the happy coincidence of Janmashtami
day before and the 125th birth anniversary of Srila Prabhupada ji. ‘It is like achieving happiness
and contentment of sadhana together. He also noted that the occasion is taking place amidst the
celebration of Azadi ka Amrit mahotsav. This is how millions of followers of Srila Prabhupada
Swami and millions of Krishna devotees all over the world are experiencing today’, the Prime
Minister said.
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The Prime Minister noted the supernatural devotion of Prabhupada Swami for Lord Krishna and
said that he was also a great devotee of Bharat. He fought in the freedom struggle of the
country. He had refused to take his diploma from Scottish College in support of the noncooperation movement, the Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister said our knowledge of yoga spread all over the world and sustainable
lifestyle of India, science like Ayurveda are spread all over the world. It is our resolve that the
whole world should benefit from it, Shri Modi said. The Prime Minister said whenever we go to
any other country, and when people meet there saying 'Hare Krishna', we feel a sense of
belonging and pride. The Prime Minister said that the same feeling will be there when Make in
India products get the same affinity. We can learn a lot from ISKCON in this regard
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The Prime Minister said that in the times of slavery, Bhakti kept the spirit of India alive. He said
today scholars assess that if there was no social revolution of the Bhakti period, it would have
been difficult to imagine the status and form of India. Bhakti connected the creature with God by
removing the dicrimination of faith, social hierarchies and privileges. Even in those difficult times,
saints like Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who tied the society with the spirit of devotion and gave the
mantra of 'Faith to Confidence'.
The Prime Minister said at one time, if a sage like Swami Vivekananda came who took Vedanta
to the west, then Srila Prabhupada and ISKCON took up this great task when the time of taking
Bhakti Yoga to the world came. He connected Bhakti Vedanta with the consciousness of the
world, said the Prime Minister.
The Prime Minister said today there are hundreds of ISKCON temples in different countries of
the world and many Gurukuls are keeping Indian culture alive. ISKCON has disseminated to the
world that for India, faith means zeal, enthusiasm, and gaiety and faith in humanity.Shri Modi
highlighted the service work of ISKCON during earthquake in Kutch, Uttarakhand tragedy,
cyclones in Odisha and Bengal. The Prime Minister also praised the efforts of ISKCON during
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The event was jointly organised by Ministry of Culture and ISCKON. “One of the cultural
ambassadors of India, who paved the way for social and cultural upliftment of humankind with
the aim of Kranvanto Vishwamaryam (to make the world noble)” said G. K Reddy on the
occasion of the event.
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The Union Minister of Culture, Sri G Kishan Reddy ji, delivered the welcome remarks virtually at
the event and said “ India has also been the land of Maha-purushas who gave their lives in
service of others and taught countless people the righteous path of life.The life of Srila
Prabhupada Ji is in itself a story of dedication and courage and today, ISKCON, the movement
founded by Swami Ji is globally known for its dedication to and propagation of Bhagavan Sri
Krishna’s teachings and the Indian (Bharatiya) culture, knowledge and tradition”.
“It is due to the efforts of Srila Prabhupada Ji and his followers, today one can see thousands
native people of countries like Russia, Argentina, Ghana walking in Sarees and Dhoti, chanting
Sanskrit mantras, reading Srimad Bhagavad Gita and other Purnanas, play instruments like
Mridanga & Khol, this is indeed a cultural revolution brought about by Srila Prabhupada Ji as the
cultural ambassador of our heritage” he added. Shri Krishna Reddy further said “A deep desire
to revive the spiritual culture of India, Srila Prabhupada ji during his lifetime established 8
centres in India which today has grown to 330 centres”.
Appreciating the social contributions for the society the Union Minister said “Today ISKCON’s
food distribution is famous around the world. During the Covid pandemic, I had the opportunity
to visit the mega kitchen in Dwarka, Delhi where I had seen how meals for 4 lakh people was
being cooked and systematically distributed every day. I am happy to learn that during the
pandemic ISKCON and its affiliated units in partnership with the government have served more
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than 25 crore plates of meals across India through their 72 kitchens. I am also happy to learn
that ISKCON’s Food for Life program is the world’s largest vegetarian food relief program”.
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“Through the efforts of Srila Prabhupada Ji we know that there is a tremendous interest in many
countries to learn about Yoga, Indian lifestyle, music and culture. Due to this, every year
thousands of international tourists and devotees visit the holy places like Vrindavan, Puri,
Mayapur and thereby contribute to the development of the region. But to me – his greatest
achievement was that he was an exemplary ambassador of India’s ancient civilization. This is
because he carried the same traditional values you, his followers, are now promoting from education, culture and welfare – inside and outside the shores of India”, added the Union
Minister.
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Date : 2021-09-06

MILLETS COULD HELP INDIA MITIGATE
MALNUTRITION AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

We should incentivize the production of these versatile crops to enhance our food security and
score gains on climate resilience
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This year, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution declaring 2023 the
International Year of Millets, as proposed by India to the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO). Millets possess immense potential in our battles against climate change and poverty, and
provide food, nutrition, fodder and livelihood security. Being hardy crops, they can withstand
extreme temperatures, floods and droughts. They also help mitigate the effects of climate
change through their low carbon footprint of 3,218-kilogram equivalent of carbon dioxide per
hectare, as compared to wheat and rice, with 3,968kg and 3,401kg, respectively, on the same
measure.
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The Indian government launched its Millet Mission in 2018 as part of the National Food Security
Mission, which has led to the promotion of technological interventions, improvement in seed
quality and a minimum support price (MSP) for what are popularly called bajra and jowar in
India. Millet Network of India and the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation were involved in
collective formation efforts to boost the domestic growth of millets. But the crop faces several
market and economic barriers. Their demand has been low, especially in urban markets. Unjust
pricing and value wringing by intermediaries have led to farmer distress. The huge potential of
millets in bolstering India’s food and nutritional security and reducing hunger deserves top-level
attention.
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Barriers to growth: Market dynamics need to favour the growth of millets. India is their largest
global producer, with a 41% market share, and a compound annual growth rate of 4.5% is
projected for the global millet market in the coming decade. But a rise in incomes and
urbanization, together with inadequate government policies, has led to millets being used for
various purposes other than for consumption. Over the years, several farmer organizations have
been set up to help small and marginal farmers overcome hindrances in millet production and
marketing. A study conducted to map the driving factors of millet demand showed that Indian
age and education-level trends went against this cereal grain. The prevalent market instability
calls for policies that protect the livelihood of farmers. Incentivizing the adoption of inter-cropping
(two or more crops planted side by side) and providing crop insurance and support for storage
facilities will foster income and food security. Millet marketing policies need to be broadened as
well.
A cultural connection: The cultivation of millets is deep-rooted in Indian culture. So it should not
surprise anyone that the re-introduction of cultural associations and festivals, such as the NorthEast Network in Nagaland organized in 2020 and Mandukiya in Vishakhapatnam celebrated
annually in June/July, has helped promote the growth of millets. Organizations like Deccan
Development Society have formed women’s collectives in Telangana and are promoting millets
through a culture-centric approach. Such crop sensitization has filtered into urban settings too.
In 2018, the #LetsMilletCampaign in Bengaluru saw the avant-garde use of millets in dishes
such as risotto and pizza by restaurateurs. In the same year, food delivery startups such as
FreshMenu rolled out millet-intensive menus that recorded swift orders.
Restoration of ecosystems and sustainability: In line with goals of the United Nations Decade of
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Ecosystem Restoration (2021-30), local practices can support rural economies. An estimate
from 2019 suggests that the restoration of 350 million hectares of land globally could result in
massive gains. Land degradation has been a major problem in India, causing massive economic
losses year after year. Drought-tolerant crops with low dependence on chemical inputs would
put far less pressure on ecosystems. The inter-cropping of millets with other crops is especially
beneficial because the fibrous roots of millet plants help in improving soil quality, keep water runoff in check and aid soil conservation in erosion-prone areas, thereby restoring natural
ecosystems.
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Biofuel and climate resilience: In June 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the
deadline for achieving 20% ethanol blending with petrol has been set for 2025, a measure aimed
at the reduction of carbon emissions from the combustion of fossil fuels. Most bio-ethanol in
India is produced using sugar molasses and maize. However, a study conducted among farmers
in Madhya Pradesh showed that bio-ethanol can be created using sorghum (jowar) and pearl
millet (bajra), and that this fuel could bring down carbon emissions by about half.
Estimates also suggest that millets can deliver greater returns than maize, while using 40% less
energy in processing. Millets also offer a significant cost advantage over maize as a feedstock
for bio-ethanol production.
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Millet cultivation clearly needs state support. The Odisha Millet Mission, for example, has
reportedly managed to motivate about 70,000 farmers to take up millet farming as part of this
programme. Incentives such as these need to be deployed across India for the country to bring
its sustainability goals closer within reach.
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Addressing SDGs: Millets can play a role in India’s sustainability policy interventions.
Contemporary research developments have shed light on the influence of millets on energy
optimization, climate resilience and ecosystem restoration. Millet farming has led to women’s
empowerment, too. The Odisha Millet Mission, for example, saw 7.2 million women emerge as
‘agri-preneurs’.
The value of millets is evident in their relevance to the sustainable development goals (SDGs) of
food security, nutrition and poverty eradication. Brimming with potential, millets can act as a vital
cog in the country’s sustainable development wheel if backed by policies that promote their
production, incentivize farmers and strengthen market linkages.
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Madhu Verma, Parul Sharma & Anjaney Singh are, respectively, chief economist, lead
researcher and consultant, Economics Centre, World Resources Institute India.
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ASSAM’S RICE WINE JUDIMA GETS GI TAG
Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance,
location, upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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Judima, the wine brewed by the Dimasa community in Assam, has been awarded the
geographical indication (GI) tag. This wine made from rice and a certain herb is the first
beverage from the north-eastern region to earn this label.
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