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LOCKED IN A STALEMATE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
NEED TO RESTORE NORMALCY ALONG INDIA-CHINA
BORDER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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In the coming week, military commanders from India and China are expected to hold the 13th
round of talks to continue the effort to find a way out of the LAC crisis. Sharp exchanges
between Beijing and New Delhi have served as a reminder that relations are undoubtedly at
their lowest since 1988. On September 24, the Chinese Foreign Ministry, while responding to a
question about new border management protocols, laid the blame for last year’s border crisis
entirely on India’s doorstep, saying India’s “illegal trespass” caused the dispute. The Foreign
Ministry repeated this charge in even stronger language, describing, on September 29, India’s
actions last year as a “forward policy”, implicitly invoking the 1962 war. New Delhi in turn
reminded Beijing that it was its “provocative behaviour”, and amassing of troops in April 2020
following annual military exercises, that led to the flashpoints. The envoys of both countries have
also made statements, at a virtual dialogue, that suggest a gulf in the state of relations. The
Chinese envoy to India, Sun Weidong, called on both countries to “place the border issue in an
appropriate position” and said “it is not the whole story of bilateral relations”. His Indian
counterpart, Vikram Misri, said the Chinese side was “shifting goalposts” in how both countries
have, for three decades, managed the border areas peacefully. This, he said, was predicated on
“a well-understood distinction” between managing the border areas and resolving the boundary
question.
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It is clear that this understanding, along with the four border agreements, has now broken down
on account of China’s actions last year to unilaterally re-draw the LAC in Ladakh in the Western
Sector. This week’s military commanders talks will take up disputes in Hot Springs, while
disputes in Demchok and Depsang remain unresolved. Since the crisis last year, both sides
have set up buffer zones in Galwan Valley and on the north bank of Pangong Lake, and have
disengaged on the south bank and in Gogra. This temporary arrangement has helped prevent
the recurrence of clashes, but with past agreements in disarray, a longer term understanding to
keep the peace still eludes both sides. Recent incidents in Uttarakhand, and a continued military
build-up in the Eastern Sector, underline the pressing need for reaching one. Mr. Misri
suggested a way out of this stalemate, saying “it cannot be that only one side’s concerns are of
relevance...” and acknowledging that “safeguarding territorial integrity and national security
holds equal value for both sides.” He maintained both sides still had the space to cooperate on
issues including tackling the pandemic, concerns about terrorism in the region and the situation
in Afghanistan. Doing so will certainly build trust. Finding that space, however, will hinge on first
restoring normalcy along the border.
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8TH EDITION OF INDIA – SRI LANKA JOINT “EXERCISE
MITRA SHAKTI COMMENCES AT AMPARA SRI LANKA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka
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The 8th edition of India-Sri Lanka bilateral joint exercise Mitra Shakti commenced today at the
Combat Training School, Ampara in Sri Lanka. The two week long exercise is being conducted
from 04 to 15 October 2021.
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The Indian Army contingent comprising of 120 personnel of Infantry Battalion Group and a
similar strength from a Battalion of the Sri Lankan Army are participating in the bilateral exercise.
Over the next few days, troops will train, share and rehearse tactical drills to undertake joint
counter-terrorism operations in a semi urban/rural environment under United Nations mandate.
Senior military observers and dignitaries of the Indian and the Sri Lankan Armies will be
witnessing the validation phase of the exercise. The exercise provides an ideal platform for both
contingents to share their operational experience and expertise while also being instrumental in
broadening the inter-operability and cooperation between the Armies of India and Sri Lanka.
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The 8th edition of India-Sri Lanka bilateral joint exercise Mitra Shakti commenced today at the
Combat Training School, Ampara in Sri Lanka. The two week long exercise is being conducted
from 04 to 15 October 2021.
The Indian Army contingent comprising of 120 personnel of Infantry Battalion Group and a
similar strength from a Battalion of the Sri Lankan Army are participating in the bilateral exercise.
Over the next few days, troops will train, share and rehearse tactical drills to undertake joint
counter-terrorism operations in a semi urban/rural environment under United Nations mandate.
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Senior military observers and dignitaries of the Indian and the Sri Lankan Armies will be
witnessing the validation phase of the exercise. The exercise provides an ideal platform for both
contingents to share their operational experience and expertise while also being instrumental in
broadening the inter-operability and cooperation between the Armies of India and Sri Lanka.
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A ‘TAIWAN FLASHPOINT’ IN THE INDO-PACIFIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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If the rising confrontation between the United States and China erupts into a clash of arms, the
likely arena may well be the Taiwan Strait. Taiwan is the unfinished business of China’s
liberation under the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in 1949. The Guomindang (KMT) forces
under Chiang Kai-shek lost the 1945-49 civil war to the CCP forces under Mao Zedong. Chiang
retreated to the island of Taiwan and set up a regime that claimed authority over the whole of
China and pledged to recover the mainland eventually.

Xi vows full ‘reunification’ with Taiwan
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The CCP in turn pledged to reclaim what it regarded as a “renegade” province and achieve the
final reunification of China. Taiwan could not be occupied militarily by the newly established
People’s Republic of China (PRC) as it became a military ally of the United States during the
Korean War of 1950-53. It was described as an “unsinkable aircraft carrier” underscoring its
strategic significance. This phase came to an end with the U.S. recognising the PRC as the
legitimate government of China in 1979, ending its official relationship with Taiwan and
abrogating its mutual defence treaty with the island.
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Nevertheless, the U.S. has declared that it will “maintain the ability to come to Taiwan’s defence”
while not committing itself to do so. This is the policy of “strategic ambiguity”. China, on the other
hand, is committed to pursuing peaceful unification but retains the right to use force to achieve
the objective. This is its own version of strategic ambiguity. The PRC has pursued a typical
carrot and stick policy to achieve the reunification of Taiwan with the mainland. It has held out
the prospect, indeed preference for peaceful reunification, through promising a high degree of
autonomy to the island under the “one country two systems” formula first applied to Hong Kong
after its reversion to Chinese sovereignty in 1997. According to this formula, Hong Kong would
retain its free market system and its political and judicial institutions and processes for a period
of 50 years, thus enabling an extended and gradual transition. The same was promised to
Taiwan, but with the added assurance that it could also retain its armed forces during the
transition period.
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With China itself adopting market-oriented reforms since 1978 and becoming, over a period of
time, a significant economic and commercial opportunity globally, Taiwan business entities have
invested heavily in mainland China and the two economies have become increasingly
integrated. Between 1991 and 2020, the stock of Taiwanese capital invested in China reached
U.S. $188.5 billion and bilateral trade in 2019 was U.S. $150 billion, about 15% of Taiwan’s
GDP. By contrast the stock of Chinese capital invested in Taiwan is barely U.S. $2.4 billion
although investments through Hong Kong may be considerable.
Taiwanese attempts to reduce the island’s economic exposure to China have not been
successful so far. China hopes that the considerable economic benefits that Taiwan business
and industry enjoy through a burgeoning relationship with China would weaken opposition to
unification. By the same token, China is capable of inflicting acute economic pain on Taiwan
through coercive policies if the island is seen to drift towards an independent status.
Taiwan won’t bow to Beijing’s pressure, says President Tsai
Taiwan has two major political parties. The KMT, dominated by the descendants of the
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mainlanders who came to the island along with Chiang Kai-skek in 1949, remains committed to
a one-China policy and does not support the independence of Taiwan. The Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), on the other hand, is more representative of the indigenous population
of the island, and favours independence.
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However, faced with aggressive threats from China and lack of international support, the
demand for independence has been muted. China feels more comfortable with the KMT and is
hostile to the DPP. Ever since the DPP under Tsai Ing-wen won the presidential elections in
2016, China has resorted to a series of hostile actions against the island, which include
economic pressures and military threats. These actions have escalated since the re-election of
Tsai Ing-wen in the 2020 elections. Public opinion swung in her favour as China adopted a
series of hardline policies in Hong Kong, abandoning the ‘One Country Two Systems’ formula
promoted by Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping. China could no longer pretend that the model was
relevant in any sense to Taiwan’s future under Chinese sovereignty.
One important implication of this development is that prospects for peaceful unification have
diminished. Sentiment in Taiwan in favour of independent status has increased. The escalating
military threats against Taiwan, through daily violations of its air defence identification zone
(ADIZ) and aggressive naval manoeuvres in the Taiwan Strait are currently deterrent in nature,
aimed at heading off any move towards independence and its closer military relationship with
the U.S.
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While the U.S. does not support a declaration of independence by Taiwan, it has gradually
reversed the policy of avoiding official-level engagements with the Taiwan government. The first
breach occurred during the Donald Trump presidency when several senior officials, including a
cabinet-level official, visited the island. The Joe Biden officials have continued this policy. The
Taiwanese representative in Washington was invited to attend the presidential inauguration
ceremony (Biden), again a first since 1979. Reports have now emerged that U.S. defence
personnel have been, unannounced, training with their Taiwanese counterparts for sometime. In
a new incident last week, a U.S. nuclear-powered submarine reportedly ran into an “unidentified
object” while in the South China Sea. China has objected to these U.S. actions vociferously.
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The latest statement by Chinese President Xi Jinping on Taiwan on October 9, on the eve of
Taiwan’s national day, responds to these developments. Mr. Xi said that unification should be
achieved peacefully but added that the Chinese people have a “glorious tradition” of opposing
separatism. Mr. Xi added, “The historic task of the complete reunification of the motherland must
be fulfilled and will definitely be fulfilled.”
These statements are somewhat less aggressive and impatient than his earlier ones on Taiwan.
This may be related to the recent telephone conversation between President Joe Biden and Mr.
Xi when Mr. Biden reportedly assured Mr. Xi that the U.S. would abide by the “Taiwan
agreement”, that is, the U.S. would not overturn its one China policy.
Also read | Taiwan says record air intrusion by China
Is China prepared to carry out military operations to invade and occupy Taiwan?
In March this year, the U.S. Pacific Commander, Philip Davidson, warned that China could
invade Taiwan within the next six years as part of its strategy of displacing U.S. power in Asia.
He appeared to suggest that Chinese military capabilities had been developed in order to
achieve this objective. Other analysts argue that cross-strait operations would be extremely
complex and pacifying a hostile population may prove to be long drawn out and costly. China
may, therefore, be content to head off Taiwan independence while continuing to build its
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capabilities and await a further relative decline of U.S. power and its will to intervene in the
defence of Taiwan.
These calculations may be upset by accident or miscalculation, and the recent submarine
incident is a warning in this respect. The recent crystallisation of the Quad, of which India is a
part, and the announcement of the Australia-U.K.-U.S. alliance, AUKUS, with Australia being
graduated to a power with nuclear-powered submarines, may act as a deterrent against Chinese
moves on Taiwan.

m

Also read | French senator calls Taiwan a 'country'
But they may equally propel China to advance the unification agenda before the balance
changes against it in the Indo-Pacific.
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For these reasons, Taiwan is emerging as a potential trigger point for a clash of arms between
the U.S. and China.
In pursuing its Indo-Pacific strategy, India would do well to keep these possible scenarios in
mind.
Shyam Saran is a former Foreign Secretary and a Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research
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TWO MORE COUNTRIES WANT FREE TRADE
AGREEMENTS WITH INDIA: PIYUSH GOYAL
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries on India's
interests

m

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal on Thursday said that two more countries
and a group want to negotiate free trade agreements (FTA) with India. He, however, did not
disclose the names of the two countries.
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Speaking to media, Goyal said India is negotiating FTAs with the UK, the EU, the UAE and
Australia. "Two more countries and a group have shown interest that they want to start talks for
FTA," he said.
On Tuesday, Goyal met with nearly 15 Ministers on the sidelines of the G20 Trade Ministers
Meeting at Sorrento, Italy. The meetings were held to advance India's trade position and
negotiate bilateral and multilateral agreements. Among the countries and dignitaries he met
included DG WTO, US, UK, EU, Brazil, China, Australia, South Africa, Indonesia, Canada,
South Korea and Mexico.

IA

Last Saturday, Goyal informed that negotiations for the proposed FTAs with the UAE and
Australia were "going full steam ahead" and officials of both the sides were working on the
deadlines to conclude the talks.
Last month, India and the UAE formally launched negotiations on the pact, officially dubbed as
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
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Both the sides have expressed a desire to reach a mutually beneficial economic deal and aims
to conclude negotiations by December 2021 and sign a formal agreement in March 2022.
India and Australia have also agreed to conclude the long-pending free trade agreement by the
end of 2022 and an early harvest trade deal by as early as December.
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"We have launched FTA negotiations with the UAE on September 22, and with Australia on
September 30. Both are going full stream ahead," Goyal said. He also said that India is
negotiating a similar agreement with the UK. "Now we have to prepare for the Indian industry as
we go ahead with negotiations on FTAs with various countries," the minister said.
With agency inputs
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
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U.S.-INDIA MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE ADDS FOCUS ON
CLIMATE FINANCE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

Keeping a promise:India has urged rich nations to meet their Paris accord climate finance
pledge of $100 billion a year.APAP
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen met on
Thursday for the eighth ministerial meeting of the U.S.-India Economic and Financial
partnership. Also in attendance were Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell and RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das (who attended virtually).
The ministerial held a session dedicated to climate finance for the first time, as per a joint
statement.
In the run-up to the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) in Glasgow at the end of the
month, India has been pushing for rich countries to meet their Paris Accord climate finance
commitment of $100 billion per year. The two sides “reaffirmed the collective developed country
goal to mobilise $100 billion annually for developing countries from public and private sources, in
the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation,” the statement
said.

IA

Holding such a session, the statement said, reflected the “critical” role climate finance has to
play in achieving global climate goals and the two sides’ commitments to drive “urgent progress”
in combatting climate change.
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“We intend to engage further on addressing climate change between our two ministries, as well
as through the Finance Mobilization pillar of the recently launched Climate Action and Finance
Mobilization Dialogue under the U.S.-India Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030
Partnership.”
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India has been under pressure, including from the U.S. and U.K., to provide a deadline to reach
‘Net Zero’ emissions. India has so far not made commitments beyond its Paris-related goals and
has argued that rich countries must move towards ‘net minus’ commitments.
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INDIA, ISRAEL, UAE AND U.S. LAUNCH QUAD FORUM
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Biennial exercise:S. Jaishankar with the IAF contingent at the Ovda airbase in Israel on
Tuesday.PTI

m

India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates and the United States have decided to launch a new
quadrilateral economic forum, as External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar joined his counterparts
at a videoconference from Jerusalem, where he is on a five-day visit.
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The quadrilateral, which followed his bilateral meeting with Israeli Alternate Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, builds on ongoing cooperation between the U.S., Israel and the
UAE after the Abraham Accords last year, and the India, Israel and UAE cooperation that was
launched since.
Mr. Jaishankar said it was a fruitful first meeting with Mr. Lapid, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, “on economic growth
and global issues”.

Infrastructure projects

IA

In an interesting aside, Mr. Jaishankar’s travel to Israel is also routed via the UAE, on flights that
started as a consequence of the Abraham Accords and the opening of diplomatic missions and
flights between them.
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Mr. Lapid added that the grouping had decided to establish an international forum for economic
cooperation, and specifically discussed “possibilities for joint infrastructure projects”.
The U.S. State Department said that during the meeting on Monday, the four Ministers
discussed “expanding economic and political cooperation in the Middle East and Asia, including
through trade, combating climate change, energy cooperation, and increasing maritime
security,” as well as ways to counter the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Foreign Ministers of the U.S., Israel and the UAE had met in Washington on October 13 to
discuss modalities of trilateral cooperation, and set up two working groups: on religious
coexistence and the other on water and energy.
Business groups in India, the UAE and Israel have also been in talks for trilateral cooperation
since diplomatic ties were established, and the International Federation of Indo-Israel Chambers
of Commerce (IFIIC) has predicted that the potential for agreements backed by Israeli
innovation, UAE funding and Indian manufacturing, given India’s close ties and strategic
partnership with the two other countries could cross $100 billion by 2030. In the first such
venture, a UAE project for robotic solar panel cleaning technology was signed by Israeli
company Ecoppia that has a manufacturing base in India.
Significantly, neither the quadrilateral meeting, nor the trilateral meeting discussed the issue of
Palestine and resuming the “Middle East peace process”, although the Joe Biden administration
has expressed support for a “two-state solution”, that is in line with India’s broader position.
Bilateral talks

Page 12
On Monday, Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Lapid held bilateral talks, agreeing to resume long-pending
negotiations for a free trade agreement, a mutual recognition agreement for COVID-19 vaccine
certificates, beginning with Israeli acceptance of Indian travellers vaccinated with Covishield,
and Israel’s joining the International Solar Alliance.
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US-CHINA MISSILE RIVALRY OPENS UP NEW
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

m

We could push for a global no-first-use nuclear treaty and an edge in space situational
awareness
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China has been showing off its hypersonic missiles for the past several years. That Chinese
scientists have been publishing papers reporting their advances in such a sensitive field
indicates that Beijing wants the world to know that it is developing these weapons. The US
government is quite obviously aware of this. So one would not expect Washington to be greatly
surprised to find that China has tested hypersonic missiles a couple of times this year.
Yet, reports in the Financial Times and elsewhere have had US officials expressing shock at this
development and comparing China’s hypersonic missile tests to a “Sputnik moment", a Cold
War reference recalling how the Soviet Union surprised the world in 1957 by being the first to
put an artificial satellite in orbit. We do not have the full details and Beijing’s missile is bound to
be innovative in some ways, but the official reaction in Washington seems to be exaggerated.
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Also, while hypersonic missiles are certainly a technological advancement over plain old ballistic
missiles, they do not alter the big picture much. No country has the capability to defend itself
against a nuclear attack by an adversary. Even without hypersonic missiles, for all the hype
around missile defences, the US is vulnerable to Chinese intercontinental ballistic missiles. That
is why Beijing has increased its inventory of ICBMs (intercontinental ballistic missiles) in recent
years and built hundreds of new missile silos to dispatch them.

cr

ac
k

Far from initiating a new arms race, the new missiles that China and Russia are deploying are a
response to Washington’s 2002 decision to withdraw from the anti-ballistic missile treaty and
invest in ballistic-missile defence. The Americans started trying to make their walls impenetrable.
The Chinese and Russians are responding by ensuring that they can penetrate those walls. This
is actually a good thing because vulnerability to nuclear attack is the basis of strategic
deterrence and world peace. Unfortunately, every additional warhead and delivery mechanism
raises the risk of an accidental nuclear war. This is exacerbated in the present circumstances by
the disinclination of Washington, Beijing and Moscow to work out confidence-building measures,
forget about arms control.
Beijing is quite likely exaggerating its technological capabilities to create an atmosphere of awe
and fear to dissuade potential challengers in the region. Playing up its capability to strike the US
homeland with ICBMs and hypersonic missiles helps in persuading Americans in general that a
confrontation with China is perhaps not a good idea. However, such posturing can backfire. This
week US President Joe Biden reaffirmed Washington’s commitment to defend Taiwan in the
event of a Chinese invasion. Nuclear deterrence, after all, is a two-way street.
Indeed, Washington’s unwarranted public consternation on the count of China’s hypersonic
missile tests may well be part of its defence establishment’s political-bargaining process. As any
parent will attest, a reliable way for a child to get an expensive gadget is to tell the parent that
“the other kid already has it!" We can expect the US Congress to allocate bigger budgets for
both hypersonic weapons and missile defence.
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What does this mean for India? The current trajectory of US-China relations opens three
important opportunities.
First, New Delhi should seize an emerging interest in arms control to reframe the issue from
non-proliferation to non-use of nuclear weapons. India is ideally placed to champion a Global No
First Use (GNFU) treaty as the first step. Beijing, like India, has a no-first-use policy, and a postTrump Washington is likely to be more receptive to the idea. A window of opportunity is opening
up and Indian diplomacy is well capable of seizing it.
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Second, even as China, Russia and the US develop hypersonic missiles and their counterdefences, Space Situational Awareness (SSA) becomes extremely important. With the recent
liberalization of India’s space industry, Indian companies can aim to acquire a competitive
advantage in the tracking of space objects, both from the ground as well as from space. Not only
is an independent SSA crucial for space defence, but it has the potential to become strategic
technology that other countries will require.
Third, New Delhi can take advantage of space reforms by focusing public investment in the
physics, materials and engineering of anti-satellite and hypersonic systems. The point is not so
much to emulate the path chosen by China or the US, but to acquire enough of a knowledge
base in key technology areas that keep options available.
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Meanwhile, should we be concerned about China’s hypersonic missiles? As an advocate of
minimum credible deterrence, I would argue that as long as China remains vulnerable to India’s
nuclear weapons, the size and sophistication of Beijing’s arsenal need not concern us too much.
The bigger China’s arsenal, the bigger the problem... for Beijing. New Delhi has wisely achieved
strategic deterrence without getting into an arms race. We should stay the course.
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Nitin Pai is co-founder and director of The Takshashila Institution, an independent centre for
research and education in public policy
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NO CHANGE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON PAKISTAN
AND TERROR FINANCING
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan
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In a repetition of its decisions over the past three years, the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
said that members of the 39-member grouping voted to retain Pakistan on its ‘grey list’ of
jurisdictions under increased monitoring. The FATF, which evaluates countries on efforts to
check terror financing and money laundering, also placed Turkey on the grey list and cleared
Mauritius from it. The FATF found that Pakistan had cleared 30 of a total of 34 tasks assigned in
two batches, and would face another review in February 2022. In particular, the FATF President,
Marcus Pleyer, said that Pakistan had failed to resolve the single task that remains from the first
batch, of demonstrating that effective investigations and prosecutions are being pursued against
the senior leadership of United Nations-designated terror groups. From New Delhi’s perspective,
the most significant of these are Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar, Lashkar-eToiba (LeT) chief Hafiz Saeed, Dawood Ibrahim and other command and control chiefs of terror
groups that target India, that have yet to be brought to justice for the 26/11 Mumbai attacks in
2008, the IC-814 hijacking in 1999 and several major attacks and bombings in Jammu and
Kashmir. It is indeed disappointing that the increased monitoring by the FATF of Pakistan —
from 2008-2009, 2012-2015, and 2018-2021 — has failed to ensure that while some of these
leaders have been tried and convicted for terror financing charges in Pakistani courts, none of
them has been effectively prosecuted for violence in India. These much-delayed outcomes
speak as much to Pakistan’s lack of credibility on terrorism as to the FATF’s own lack of
effectiveness.
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Despite Pakistan’s failure to fulfill its task list, the FATF President has made it clear that they are
not considering placing Pakistan on the ‘black list’, as they say it “continues to cooperate”. On
the other hand, the FATF has also said that it will not remove Pakistan from the grey list, despite
the country completing 26/27 of the original tasks it was assigned. The actions open the world
body to accusations of ‘politicising’ the process, both from those who would like to see tough
action for non-compliance by Pakistan, and from Pakistan itself, which has accused India of
turning the technical process into a political one by “targeting” Pakistan. As a result, the FATF
must stop kicking the proverbial can down the road. It must ensure that the investigation of
Pakistan is not an open-ended process, and is brought to a credible and effective conclusion at
the earliest. In light of the developments in Afghanistan, and concerns over the growth of
transnational terror groups such as al-Qaeda and ISIL, as well as JeM and LeT taking
advantage of the Taliban takeover to build new safe havens and financing networks, it is
particularly important that the FATF keep its commitment from 2001 (when it added terror
financing to its mandate) to prevent all terror groups from accessing these funding networks.
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Date : 2021-10-26

INDIA SEEKS CLARITY OVER DIGITAL TRADE
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

India has contended that the moratorium has a substantial impact in terms of revenue as well as
policy

m

NEW DELHI : Developing countries led by India and South Africa are set to clash with
developed countries at the World Trade Organization’s (WTO’s) ministerial next month on
permanent prohibition of customs duties on electronic transmission, which was being pushed by
the Group of Seven (G7).
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co

“Electronic transmissions, including the transmitted content, should be free of customs duties, in
accordance with the WTO Moratorium on Customs Duties on Electronic Transmissions. We
support a permanent prohibition of such duties," G7 trade ministers, including Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, UK and US said in a joint statement on Friday.

IA

Adopting G7 Digital Trade Principles that will guide the G7’s approach to digital trade, the trade
minister said they oppose digital protectionism and authoritarianism. “We are concerned about
situations where data localization requirements are being used for protectionist and
discriminatory purposes, as well as to undermine open societies and democratic values,
including freedom of expression," they said. India and South Africa have stepped up pressure on
WTO ahead of the 12th ministerial meeting (MC-12) to begin on 30 November, urging it to
review a moratorium on imposition of customs duty on electronic transmissions so that
developing countries can generate more revenues.
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“Under this multilateral Work Programme and with the intention of understanding the
implications of the moratorium on customs duties on electronic transmissions, India along with
South Africa has been introducing submissions in various WTO forums, which explain our
understanding of the scope and impact of the moratorium. We have been seeking clarity on the
scope of the moratorium without which it is difficult for us to advise our political leadership on the
issue," India had said earlier this month.

cr

The moratorium has substantial impact both in terms of revenue and policy and the ability to
support industrialization, where the brunt is borne by the developing countries, while the benefit
goes to a few members, largely a few developed countries, India said. “There have been
suggestions to substitute tariffs by non-discriminatory internal taxes. However, these
suggestions do not address the associated concerns, as the two are not exact substitutes of
each other. The latter option also does not address the issue of erosion of policy space and
ability to support domestic industrialization," it said.
It is incumbent upon proponents of moratorium extension to establish a clear and direct link
showing that the moratorium on customs duties on electronic transmissions has had a
substantive positive impact on the development of e-commerce around the world, India said.
“We advocate an evidence based, data-backed decision on this subject. This will also help us
understand how the growth of this sector depends on the extension of the moratorium and how
will it be affected if the moratorium is not renewed," it said.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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Date : 2021-10-26

18TH ASEAN-INDIA SUMMIT (OCTOBER 28, 2021) AND
16TH EAST ASIA SUMMIT (OCTOBER 27, 2021)
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: South-East Asia, ASEAN and India

m

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will attend 18th ASEAN-India Summit to be held virtually on
October 28, 2021 at the invitation of Sultan of Brunei. The Summit will be attended by Heads of
State/Government of the ASEAN Countries.
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The 18th ASEAN-India Summit will review the status of ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership and
take stock of progress made in key areas including Covid-19 & Health, Trade & Commerce,
Connectivity, and Education & Culture. Important regional and international developments
including post pandemic economic recovery will also be discussed. ASEAN-India Summits are
held annually and provide opportunity for India and ASEAN to engage at the highest level. Prime
Minister attended the 17th ASEAN-India Summit held virtually in November last year. 18th
ASEAN-India Summit will be the ninth ASEAN-India Summit to be attended by him.
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ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership stands on a strong foundation of shared geographical,
historical and civilizational ties. ASEAN is central to our Act East Policy and our wider vision of
the Indo-Pacific. The year 2022 will mark 30 years of ASEAN-India relations. India and ASEAN
have several dialogue mechanisms which meet regularly, including a Summit, Ministerial
meetings and Senior Officials’ meetings. External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar attended the
ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers' Meeting and EAS Foreign Ministers' Meeting in August 2021
virtually. Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Smt. Anupriya Patel attended the ASEAN
Economic Ministers + India Consultations held virtually in September 2021 where the Ministers
reaffirmed their commitment to strengthen economic cooperation.
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Prime Minister will also attend the 16th East Asia Summit to be held on October 27, 2021
virtually. The East Asia Summit is the premier Leaders-led forum in the Indo-Pacific. Since its
inception in 2005, it has played a significant role in the strategic and geopolitical evolution of
East Asia. Apart from the 10 ASEAN Member states, East Asia Summit includes India, China,
Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia, New Zealand, United States and Russia.
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India, being a founding member of the East Asia Summit, is committed to strengthening the East
Asia Summit and making it more effective for dealing with contemporary challenges. It is also an
important platform for furthering practical cooperation in the Indo-Pacific by building upon the
convergence between ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and Indo-Pacific Ocean's
Initiative (IPOI). At the 16th East Asia Summit, Leaders will discuss matters of regional and
international interest and concern including maritime security, terrorism, Covid-19 cooperation.
Leaders are also expected to accept declarations on Mental Health, Economic recovery through
Tourism and Green Recovery, which are being co-sponsored by India.
***
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will attend 18th ASEAN-India Summit to be held virtually on
October 28, 2021 at the invitation of Sultan of Brunei. The Summit will be attended by Heads of
State/Government of the ASEAN Countries.
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The 18th ASEAN-India Summit will review the status of ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership and
take stock of progress made in key areas including Covid-19 & Health, Trade & Commerce,
Connectivity, and Education & Culture. Important regional and international developments
including post pandemic economic recovery will also be discussed. ASEAN-India Summits are
held annually and provide opportunity for India and ASEAN to engage at the highest level. Prime
Minister attended the 17th ASEAN-India Summit held virtually in November last year. 18th
ASEAN-India Summit will be the ninth ASEAN-India Summit to be attended by him.
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ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership stands on a strong foundation of shared geographical,
historical and civilizational ties. ASEAN is central to our Act East Policy and our wider vision of
the Indo-Pacific. The year 2022 will mark 30 years of ASEAN-India relations. India and ASEAN
have several dialogue mechanisms which meet regularly, including a Summit, Ministerial
meetings and Senior Officials’ meetings. External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar attended the
ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers' Meeting and EAS Foreign Ministers' Meeting in August 2021
virtually. Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Smt. Anupriya Patel attended the ASEAN
Economic Ministers + India Consultations held virtually in September 2021 where the Ministers
reaffirmed their commitment to strengthen economic cooperation.
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Prime Minister will also attend the 16th East Asia Summit to be held on October 27, 2021
virtually. The East Asia Summit is the premier Leaders-led forum in the Indo-Pacific. Since its
inception in 2005, it has played a significant role in the strategic and geopolitical evolution of
East Asia. Apart from the 10 ASEAN Member states, East Asia Summit includes India, China,
Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia, New Zealand, United States and Russia.
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India, being a founding member of the East Asia Summit, is committed to strengthening the East
Asia Summit and making it more effective for dealing with contemporary challenges. It is also an
important platform for furthering practical cooperation in the Indo-Pacific by building upon the
convergence between ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and Indo-Pacific Ocean's
Initiative (IPOI). At the 16th East Asia Summit, Leaders will discuss matters of regional and
international interest and concern including maritime security, terrorism, Covid-19 cooperation.
Leaders are also expected to accept declarations on Mental Health, Economic recovery through
Tourism and Green Recovery, which are being co-sponsored by India.
***
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Date : 2021-10-27

INDIAN-ORIGIN ANITA ANAND BECOMES CANADA'S
NEW DEFENCE MINISTER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Indian Diaspora

m

Indian-origin Canadian politician Anita Anand has been appointed as Canada's new Defence
Minister in Justin Trudeau's government. Anand, a 54-year-old from Oakville, Ontario is just the
second woman to serve as Canada’s defense minister. She previously served as procurement
minister and led Canada's efforts to purchase vaccines in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.
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In her role as former Minister of Public Services and Procurement, she played a very public role
in the Liberal response to the health crisis.
Anand will replace long-time defence minister Indian-origin Harjit Sajjan, whose handling of the
military sexual misconduct crisis has been under criticism.
Anand holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Political Studies from Queen's University, a
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Jurisprudence from the University of Oxford, a Bachelor of Laws
from Dalhousie University, and a Master of Laws from the University of Toronto. She was called
to the Bar of Ontario in 1994.
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Anand has worked as a scholar, lawyer, and researcher. She has been a legal academic,
including as a Professor of Law at the University of Toronto.
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Anand has completed extensive research on the regulation of financial markets, corporate
governance, and shareholder rights. Anand, along with Sajjan and Bardish Chagger were the
three Indo-Canadian ministers in the dissolved Cabinet who emerged victorious in the
parliamentary polls last month.
Anand was declared the winner in Oakville with a nearly 46% vote share.
In 2019, the Royal Society of Canada awarded her the Yvan Allaire Medal for outstanding
contributions in governance relating to private and public organisations.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!

cr

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 21
Source : www.livemint.com

Date : 2021-10-27

PM MODI TO ATTEND VIRTUAL 16TH EAST ASIA
SUMMIT TODAY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - East Asia

The East Asia Summit is the premier Leaders-led forum in the Indo-Pacific

m

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the 16th East Asia Summit to be held virtually today.
The East Asia Summit is the premier Leaders-led forum in the Indo-Pacific. Since its inception in
2005, it has played a significant role in the strategic and geopolitical evolution of East Asia.
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Members of East Asia Summit

Apart from the 10 ASEAN Member states, East Asia Summit includes India, China, Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Australia, New Zealand, the United States and Russia.
East Asia Summit: Objective
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India, being a founding member of the East Asia Summit, is committed to strengthening the East
Asia Summit and making it more effective for dealing with contemporary challenges. It is also an
important platform for furthering practical cooperation in the Indo-Pacific by building upon the
convergence between ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and Indo-Pacific Ocean's
Initiative (IPOI).
East Asia Summit: Agenda
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At the 16th East Asia Summit, Leaders will discuss matters of regional and international interest
and concern including maritime security, terrorism, Covid-19 cooperation. Leaders are also
expected to accept declarations on Mental Health, Economic recovery through Tourism, and
Green Recovery, which is being co-sponsored by India, PMO said.
ASEAN-India Summit
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the 18th ASEAN-India Summit to be held virtually on
October 28, at the invitation of the Sultan of Brunei. The Summit will be attended by Heads of
State/Government of the ASEAN Countries.
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THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE COUP IN SUDAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Africa, African Union (AU) and India
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The move by Sudan’s military to dissolve the Sovereignty Council where it shared power with
civilian leaders has thrown the African country’s fragile transition from dictatorship to democracy
into chaos. Almost three years ago, tens of thousands of Sudanese rose against the regime of
Omar al-Bashir in what they call a “revolution” that eventually led to the dictator’s fall in April
2019. Ever since, the military and leaders of the civilian movement came together to form a
transitional government. In their agreement, the acting Prime Minister would run the day-to-day
affairs while the military chief would remain the leader of the Sovereignty Council for two years.
Lt. Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, the military chief, was scheduled to hand over the leadership of
the transitional government to the civilian leadership in a few weeks. Instead, he disbanded the
government, proclaimed himself the new leader, declared a state of emergency and imprisoned
the civilian leaders, including Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok. Tensions were brewing in recent
weeks. Pro-military mobs had been carrying out protests demanding the government’s removal
amid soaring prices of essentials. Port Sudan, the country’s largest port, on the Red Sea, had
been blockaded by a tribal group, with help from the military, which worsened the economic
situation, including acute shortages of food, currency and fuel. The civilian leadership had
accused the military of exploiting the economic crisis.
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The overthrow of the Bashir regime and the promised democratic transition were the best hopes
for Sudan to end its international isolation, heal the wounds of decades of oppression and state
violence, and build a stable economic and political order in an otherwise violence-ridden Horn of
Africa. Sudan had taken the steps in that direction. Last year, the U.S. removed the country,
which hosted Osama bin Laden in the 1990s, from the list of state sponsors of terrorism and
announced financial aid. Earlier this year, the IMF had reached a $50 billion debt-relief
agreement with the transitional government. The civilian leaders had promised that they would
send Bashir to The Hague to prosecute him over allegations of war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide. The country was also gearing up to organise its first free and fair
elections in decades. But the power-hungry generals appear to be more concerned about
protecting their interests, which they feared would be at risk had a democratic government taken
full control of the country. After all, Sudan’s military cannot absolve itself from whatever
allegations Bashir is facing. But this time, it faces a stiff challenge from the public. The protesters
who brought down Bashir are back on the streets fighting the security personnel. A violent
showdown is most likely. Gen. Burhan should desist from more violence. The military should
release all the arrested leaders, restore the transition government and let free elections decide
the future of the country.
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SEA PHASE OF INDIA-UK MAIDEN TRI-SERVICE
EXERCISE ‘KONKAN SHAKTI 2021’ IN FULL SWING
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - UK

m

The sea phase of maiden Tri-Service exercise 'Konkan Shakti 2021' between the Armed Forces
of India and United Kingdom (UK) is being held off the Konkan coast in the Arabian Sea. On
completion of harbour planning phase, the sea phase of the exercise commenced on October
24, 2021. It will continue till October 27, 2021.
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All participating units were split into two opposing forces with the aim of achieving sea control to
land Army ground-troops at a pre-designated site. One force was led by the Flag Officer
Commanding Western Fleet and comprised the flag ship INS Chennai, other warships of the
Indian Navy and HMS Richmond, the Royal Navy’s Type 23 frigate. The other force operated
under the UK Carrier Strike Group comprising aircraft carrier, HMS Queen Elizabeth, other UK
and Netherland naval ships and Indian warships.
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The two forces integrated within their groups with exercises such as replenishment at sea
approaches, air direction and strike operations by fighter aircraft (MiG 29Ks and F35Bs), cross
control of helicopters (Sea King, Chetak and Wildcat), transiting through war-at-sea scenarios
and gun shoots on expendable air targets. The simulated induction of Army troops was also
undertaken, followed by setting up of a joint command operations centre. Thereafter, the two
forces effected a rendezvous at sea with advanced air and sub-surface exercises.
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The air operations included strikes on the combined formation by Indian maritime patrol aircraft
(MPA) Dornier, fighters of the Indian Navy (MiG 29Ks), Royal Navy (F35Bs) and Indian Air Force
(SU-30 and Jaguars) as well as a composite fly past over the formation. Sub-surface exercises
with an Indian Scorpene class submarine and underwater remote controlled vehicle EMATT,
operated by the Royal Navy, were undertaken through the night. Indian MPA, P8I also
participated in the exercise.
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The sea phase of maiden Tri-Service exercise 'Konkan Shakti 2021' between the Armed Forces
of India and United Kingdom (UK) is being held off the Konkan coast in the Arabian Sea. On
completion of harbour planning phase, the sea phase of the exercise commenced on October
24, 2021. It will continue till October 27, 2021.
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All participating units were split into two opposing forces with the aim of achieving sea control to
land Army ground-troops at a pre-designated site. One force was led by the Flag Officer
Commanding Western Fleet and comprised the flag ship INS Chennai, other warships of the
Indian Navy and HMS Richmond, the Royal Navy’s Type 23 frigate. The other force operated
under the UK Carrier Strike Group comprising aircraft carrier, HMS Queen Elizabeth, other UK
and Netherland naval ships and Indian warships.
The two forces integrated within their groups with exercises such as replenishment at sea
approaches, air direction and strike operations by fighter aircraft (MiG 29Ks and F35Bs), cross
control of helicopters (Sea King, Chetak and Wildcat), transiting through war-at-sea scenarios
and gun shoots on expendable air targets. The simulated induction of Army troops was also
undertaken, followed by setting up of a joint command operations centre. Thereafter, the two
forces effected a rendezvous at sea with advanced air and sub-surface exercises.
The air operations included strikes on the combined formation by Indian maritime patrol aircraft
(MPA) Dornier, fighters of the Indian Navy (MiG 29Ks), Royal Navy (F35Bs) and Indian Air Force
(SU-30 and Jaguars) as well as a composite fly past over the formation. Sub-surface exercises
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with an Indian Scorpene class submarine and underwater remote controlled vehicle EMATT,
operated by the Royal Navy, were undertaken through the night. Indian MPA, P8I also
participated in the exercise.
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‘INDIA RESPECTS UNCLOS RIGHTS’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Rajnath Singh

m

India is committed to respecting the rights of all nations as laid down in the UN Convention on
the Law of Seas (UNCLOS), Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said on Wednesday, while
reiterating that India is determined to protect its legitimate maritime rights and interests.
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“We are fully determined to protect the legitimate rights and interests of our country in relation to
our territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zone, while supporting the maintenance of rulebased maritime systems, as mandated under UNCLOS, 1982,” Mr. Singh said while addressing
the Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue being organised by the Navy and National maritime
Foundation.
Stating that while competition over resources had intensified, Mr. Singh said the rise of serious
threats such as terrorism, piracy, drug trafficking and climate change had thrown new challenges
for the Indo-Pacific region. “The nature of these challenges in the region has considerable transnational implications, which require a cooperative response. There is, therefore, a need to find
convergence of interests and commonality of purpose on maritime issues,” he stated.
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There was need to be aware of the evolving nature of competition and contestation in the IndoPacific region, said Navy Chief Admiral Karambir Singh. “There is a day-to-day competition for
influence, leverage and geostrategic space that is increasingly being witnessed in the IndoPacific.”
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ENERGY COOPERATION AS THE BACKBONE OF
INDIA-RUSSIA TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

m

India has been at the forefront of the transformation of global energy and striving to diversify its
trade relations. With its abundant energy sources and appetite for trade diversification, Russia
could be an ultimate long-term partner. But the bilateral ties require more support from both
government and corporate leaders to grasp its potential in this field.
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In September, at the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Russia’s Vladivostok, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in a virtual address said, “India-Russia energy partnership can help
bring stability to the global energy market.”
India, Russia friendship has stood test of time: Modi

Indian and Russian Energy Ministers announced that the countries’ companies have been
pushing for greater cooperation in the oil and gas sector beyond the U.S.$32 billion already
invested in joint projects. India’s Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri
referred to Russia as the largest investor in India’s energy sector.
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The novel coronavirus pandemic is still far from over but an economic recovery has been
underway. India, Asia’s third-largest economy, has expanded by more than 20% in the June
quarter on a year-to-year basis and is expected to grow by around 9% by the end of 2021. The
rate is expected to be higher than China’s 8.5%, assuming the effective suppression of COVID19.
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The distinctive feature of this recovery is that it is advanced by the quest for energy
transformation and environmental concerns. India has been increasingly leaning toward green
transition since the recovery started, and its appetite has been growing.
‘India-Russia face common threats from Afghanistan’
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One of the examples of cooperation between the two countries in energy transformation is the
joint venture between India’s Reliance Industries Ltd. and Russia’s Sibur, the country’s largest
petrochemicals producer. Set up in Jamnagar, Gujarat, the venture now leads the first butyl and
halogenated butyl rubber production facility in South Asia. The facility became operational in
2019 and achieved a total throughput within the first year, establishing itself as a significant
supplier of butyl rubber in the Indian market previously wholly dependent on imports. A joint
venture will produce up to 120 ktpa of butyl rubber, 60 ktpa of which could be further converted
to halogenated butyl rubber to meet the growing demand from domestic tyre manufacturers.
In an interview, Alexander Petrov, Sibur member of management board heading the Plastics,
Elastomers and Organic Synthesis Division, said in an interview, “Reliance Sibur Elastomers is
not only supplying most of the butyl rubber consumed in the country but is also exporting its
products.” He added, “Sibur is bringing to India unique technology, which is not commercially
available in the market and the most advanced in terms of [an] ecological footprint. The project
will tremendously support the growth of India’s auto industry by securing uninterrupted critical
raw material supply. This is of particular importance in the current pandemic, multiplying the
risks of global supply chains disturbance.”
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Also read | India is deeply engaged with Russia in expanding our economic and trade ties:
Indian Ambassador Venkatesh Varma
Apart from accounting for most of the Indian butyl rubber market, Reliance Sibur Elastomers
exports its products to Asia, Europe, the United States, Brazil and other countries. The venture
is also promoting halogenated butyl rubber, which is a more premium product.
The project is a clear manifestation of the “Make in India” and “Atmanirbhar Bharat” initiatives,
representing a practical example of technology transfer from Russia to India.
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India is one of the fastest-growing markets for butyl rubber and halogenated butyl rubber due to
its rapidly expanding car manufacturing industry pushing for electric vehicles. Further to this,
India is emerging as a critical refining hub in Asia to boost its petrochemical capacity. Currently,
the country has an installed capacity of more than 249.36 mtpa, with local companies planning
to significantly expand the capacity by investing more than U.S.$27 billion by 2021.
India-Russia defence trade worth $15 billion in three years: Russian official

Over the past years, India’s refineries have been expanding towards petrochemicals to capture
additional value, the International Energy Agency wrote in the India Energy Outlook 2021 report
in February. The agency estimates that the country’s ethylene production is set to grow by twothirds over the period to 2030.
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Russia’s Gazprom and India’s ONGC Videsh Ltd. (OVL) and the Indian Oil Corporation signed
separate memorandums of understanding at Vladivostok. Mr. Puri also met with Sibur’s
Management Board Chairman Dmitry Konov at the event.
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In efforts to transition to green energy, India has recently achieved a significant milestone of
completing the countrywide installation of 100 gigawatts of total installed renewable energy
capacity, excluding large hydro. It now aims to hit 175 GW of renewable energy target by
December 2022. If achieved, that would be close to half of India’s current total installed power
capacity. Furthermore, according to the survey of the government in New Delhi, “additional
investments in renewables up to the year 2022 would be about $80 billion”.
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Commitment to net zero emissions could positively impact the country’s growth trajectory. A
recent Deloitte report has forecasted that India could gain U.S.$11 trillion in economic value over
the next 50 years by limiting rising global temperatures and realising its potential to ‘export
decarbonization’.
Russia to deliver first stealth frigate by mid-2023
However, unknowns of climate change and threats of a new pandemic suggest that the country
should accelerate its energy transition. Russia, one of the key global players across the energy
market, could emerge as an indispensable partner for such a transition. Notably, both countries
have an extensive record of bilateral cooperation in the energy domain.
Russian companies have been involved in the construction of six nuclear reactors in the
Kudankulam nuclear power project at Tamil Nadu. Of these, unit 1 and unit 2 have been
operating at total capacity. Unit 3 is still under construction. Previously, Russian President
Vladimir Putin claimed that Russia is ready to build a dozen reactors in India over the next 20
years. Furthermore, India and Russia secure the potential of designing a nuclear reactor
specifically for developing countries, which is a promising area of cooperation.
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India’s nuclear power generation capacity of 6,780 MW may increase to 22,480 MW by 2031,
contributing to the country’s efforts to turn to green energy.
The sanctions cloud over India-U.S. ties
A few years ago, Rosneft invested U.S.$12.9 billion in India’s second-largest private oil refiner,
Essar Oil, renamed Nayara Energy, marking it one of the most significant foreign investments in
years.
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In September, almost all of Russia’s major energy companies were interested in projects in
India, Russia’s Energy Minister Nikolai Shulginov said at the Vladivostok forum in September,
adding that he sees prospects for energy cooperation in all areas.
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However, the current bilateral exchange rate needs to accelerate for India to grasp its potential
from energy transformation.
Despite significant progress, coal remains India’s most important source of electricity production,
and it does not spell good news for the environment.
1971 Indo-Soviet pact most consequential international treaty by India since Independence:
envoy
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To meet its growing energy demand and succeed in green transformation, India needs
approximately U.S.$500 billion of investments in wind and solar infrastructure, grid expansion,
and storage to reach the 450 GW capacity target by 2030. Therefore, more efforts are needed to
expand cooperation with such partners as Russia.
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Dmitriy Frolovskiy is a political analyst and consultant on policy and strategy in the Middle East
and Central Asia, and has written about Russia’s foreign policy. His writings have been featured
in Foreign Policy, The Hill, the Carnegie Moscow Center blog, Al-Jazeera, and other outlets
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The advancement of Hindutva offers residual space to symbols of Buddhism and downplays its
revolutionary potential
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INDIA SLAMS CHINA OVER NEW BORDER LAW
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

NEW DELHI : India on Wednesday slammed China for its “unilateral" move to bring in a new
land border law which New Delhi said was a matter of concern as the legislation could affect
existing bilateral pacts and the unresolved border between the two countries.

m

Indian foreign ministry spokesman Arindam Bagchi said India expects that China will avoid
taking action under the pretext of the law that may result in unilaterally altering the situation in
the India-China border areas.
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India has in the past called out Chinese actions, which New Delhi has apprehended, could alter
the border situation in Beijing’s favour pending a resolution to the border issue, seen as a legacy
of the 1962 war between the two countries.
The references were to a law adopted by China's national legislature last week on the protection
and exploitation of the land border areas.
China’s state-run Xinhua news agency reported last week that the law, which becomes
operational from 1 January next year, stipulates that "the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the People's Republic of China are sacred and inviolable."
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"We have noted that China has passed a new 'Land Boundary Law' on 23 October. The law
states among other things that China abides by treaties concluded with or jointly acceded to by
foreign countries on land boundary affairs," Bagchi said. He said the legislation also has
provisions to reorganize districts in the border areas.
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"China's unilateral decision to bring about a legislation which can have implication on our
existing bilateral arrangements on border management as well as on the boundary question is of
concern to us," Bagchi said in response to a question.
"Such unilateral move will have no bearing on the arrangements that both sides have already
reached earlier, whether it is on the boundary question or for maintaining peace and tranquility
along the LAC in India-China border areas," he said.
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Bagchi pointed out that India and China had not yet demarcated their boundary and that both
sides have agreed to seek a fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable solution.
He said both sides have also concluded several bilateral agreements, protocols and
arrangements to maintain peace and tranquility along the LAC in India-China border areas in the
interim.
"Furthermore, the passage of this new law does not in our view confer any legitimacy to the socalled China Pakistan 'Boundary Agreement' of 1963 which government of India has consistently
maintained is an illegal and invalid agreement," he said. The reference was to Pakistan illegally
ceding Indian territory in Kashmir to China.
India and China have been engaged in a faceoff in the Ladakh region with tens of thousands of
soldiers standing eye ball to eye ball along their borders since May 2020. The two sides had
previously agreed to disengage troops from two of several friction points in the area and the
processes have been carried out in the two places.
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But talks earlier this month on disengagement from a third area ran into trouble with military
commanders of the two sides unable to make any further headway.
The two sides could hold talks at the level of ministers or diplomats to break the deadlock before
resuming military commander level talks, two officials had earlier said separately.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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RAKSHA MANTRI SHRI RAJNATH SINGH DELIVERS
KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT INDO-PACIFIC REGIONAL
DIALOGUE 2021
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies
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Key Highlights of RM’s speech:
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India is fully determined to protect its maritime interests, while it supports the maintenance of
rule-based maritime systems, as mandated under UN Convention on the Law of Seas
(UNCLOS), 1982. This was stated by Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh while delivering the
keynote address at Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) 2021, being held virtually from
October 27-29, 2021. “India is committed to respecting the rights of all nations as laid down in
the UN Convention on the Law of Seas (UNCLOS), 1982. We are fully determined to protect the
legitimate rights and interests of our country in relation to our territorial waters and Exclusive
Economic Zone, while supporting the maintenance of rule-based maritime systems, as
mandated under UNCLOS, 1982,” he said.
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Referring to Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s description of the Indo-Pacific as a natural
region, where destinies of entities are interlinked, Shri Rajnath Singh said, the seas are a vital
communication link to facilitate transport of goods, exchange of ideas, catalysing innovations
and contributing to bringing the world closer. “Although the Indo-Pacific is characterised by
diversity, marked by a multiplicity of cultures, ethnicities, economic models, governance systems
and varied aspirations, the oceans remain a common binding link,” he said. Shri Rajnath Singh
emphasised on the need for an efficient, cooperative and collaborative harnessing of the
region’s maritime potential for sustaining a steady path to prosperity.

ac
k

The Raksha Mantri pointed out that while the seas offer abundant opportunities for sustenance
and growth of the mankind, they pose challenges such as terrorism, piracy, drug trafficking and
climate change. He called for a cooperative response to these challenges which, he said, has
considerable trans-national implications. “There is a need to find convergence of interests and
commonality of purpose on maritime issues,” he added.
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Sharing his views on the broad theme of IPRD 2021, ‘Evolution in Maritime Strategy during the
21st Century: Imperatives, Challenges and Way Ahead’, Shri Rajnath Singh said, it dwells upon
the region’s past, gauges the present and then arrives at tenets that will form the foundation of
maritime strategies for the future. He hoped that the Dialogue will further the country’s shared
and collective vision for the Indo-Pacific. The Raksha Mantri said, he is looking forward to the
recommendations that will result from the deliberations.
First conducted in 2018, the IPRD is the apex international annual conference of the Indian Navy
and is the principal manifestation of the Navy’s engagement at the strategic-level. The National
Maritime Foundation is the Navy’s knowledge partner and chief organiser of each edition of this
annual event. The aim of each successive edition is to review both opportunities and challenges
that arise within the Indo-Pacific.
Under the broad theme, the IPRD 2021 will focus on eight specific sub-themes. These are:
Panel-discussions on these sub-themes would be spread over eight sessions on three
successive days, thereby providing ample scope for varied perspectives to be considered. The
aim is to encourage a free flow of ideas and views.

Page 36
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh, former Chief of the Naval Staff and Chairman,
National Maritime Foundation Admiral Sunil Lanba (Retd), domain experts and policy makers of
different countries were present virtually during the inaugural session.
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diversity, marked by a multiplicity of cultures, ethnicities, economic models, governance systems
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and growth of the mankind, they pose challenges such as terrorism, piracy, drug trafficking and
climate change. He called for a cooperative response to these challenges which, he said, has
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Sharing his views on the broad theme of IPRD 2021, ‘Evolution in Maritime Strategy during the
21st Century: Imperatives, Challenges and Way Ahead’, Shri Rajnath Singh said, it dwells upon
the region’s past, gauges the present and then arrives at tenets that will form the foundation of
maritime strategies for the future. He hoped that the Dialogue will further the country’s shared
and collective vision for the Indo-Pacific. The Raksha Mantri said, he is looking forward to the
recommendations that will result from the deliberations.
First conducted in 2018, the IPRD is the apex international annual conference of the Indian Navy
and is the principal manifestation of the Navy’s engagement at the strategic-level. The National
Maritime Foundation is the Navy’s knowledge partner and chief organiser of each edition of this
annual event. The aim of each successive edition is to review both opportunities and challenges
that arise within the Indo-Pacific.
Under the broad theme, the IPRD 2021 will focus on eight specific sub-themes. These are:
Panel-discussions on these sub-themes would be spread over eight sessions on three
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successive days, thereby providing ample scope for varied perspectives to be considered. The
aim is to encourage a free flow of ideas and views.
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh, former Chief of the Naval Staff and Chairman,
National Maritime Foundation Admiral Sunil Lanba (Retd), domain experts and policy makers of
different countries were present virtually during the inaugural session.
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SCO MEMBER STATES ADOPT PROTOCOL TO
STRENGTHEN COOPERATION IN PREVENTING AND
COMBATING GROWING MENACE OF TRAFFICKING IN
PERSONS ESPECIALLY, WOMEN AND CHILDREN.
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SCO and India
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The Nineteenth Meeting of Prosecutors General of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO)Member States was hosted by Shri Tushar Mehta, Solicitor General of India on 29th
October, 2021.

Earlier, Shri Anoop Kumar Mendiratta, Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law &
Justice also hosted meeting of the Experts / Officials Group on 27th and 28thOctober, 2021. The
Experts Group discussed the issues pertaining to the growth of transnational organized crime on
a global scale as well as the current experience of the SCO countries’ efforts to tackle the most
dangerous manifestations of transnational crime, including trafficking in persons, especially in
women and children in the region.
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The 19th meeting was further opened with the welcome address of the Law Secretary, Ministry
of Law & Justice, Government of India highlighting the history of SCO Member States and
bringing out the necessity for a concerted effort to check trafficking in human beings. He
observed that the protocol & visionary address by Prosecutors General shall strengthen antitrafficking measures and safety of whole society. He further expressed a fervent hope that joint
activities & experiences of SCO Member States shall help to curb the pressing problem of
human trafficking and be a driving force for consolidation of efforts globally. The meetings were
conducted through Video Conferencing mode.
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The Solicitor General of India ShriTushar Mehta, Prosecutor General of the Republic of
Kazakhstan Mr.Nurdauletov G.D., Procurator General of the Supreme People's Procuratorate of
the People’s Republic of China Mr. Zhang Jun, First Deputy Prosecutor General of the Kyrgyz
Republic Mr. Moldokmatov Abai,Attorney General of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Ch. Amir
Rehman, Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation Mr. Krasnov I.V., Prosecutor General of
the Republic of Tajikistan Mr. Rahmon Yusuf Ahmadzod, Prosecutor General of the Republic of
Uzbekistan Mr. Yuldashev N.T.,participated in theProsecutors General Meeting. The SCO
Secretary General Mr. V.I. Norov and Director of the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure D.F.
Giesov also participated in the meeting.
A Protocol following the results of the Nineteenth meeting of Prosecutors General of the SCO
Member States was signed and adopted by the SCO Member States. The salient features of the
Protocol are as under:
Addressing the eminent gathering of Prosecutors General from SCO Member States, Shri
Tushar Mehta, Learned Solicitor General of India highlighted the initiatives taken by the Indian
Government to curtail the growth of transnational organized crime, including trafficking in
persons, inter-alia, including ratification of United Nations Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others as also United Nations
Convention on Transnational Organised Crime (UNCTOC).
He underlined that the commitment to address the problem of trafficking in human beings by the
Government of India is reflected in various legal provisions to counter trafficking provisions, as
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enshrined in the Indian Constitution as well as Indian Penal Code and Legislations like Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 etc. He also shared various programmes & schemes initiated by
the Government of India like “Ujjawala”, “SwadharGreh Scheme”, “Sakhi”, “Universalization of
Women Helpline”, providing for a supportive institutional framework and mechanism for
addressing concerns of women affected by violence.
As part of the activities of Prosecutors General Forum, Ld. Solicitor General urged SCO
Member States to cooperate bilaterally and multilaterally to effectively eliminate the transnational
organized crime in trafficking in persons.
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The next (20th) meeting of the Prosecutors General of the SCO Member States will be
held in the Republic of Kazakhstan in 2022.
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dangerous manifestations of transnational crime, including trafficking in persons, especially in
women and children in the region.
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The 19th meeting was further opened with the welcome address of the Law Secretary, Ministry
of Law & Justice, Government of India highlighting the history of SCO Member States and
bringing out the necessity for a concerted effort to check trafficking in human beings. He
observed that the protocol & visionary address by Prosecutors General shall strengthen antitrafficking measures and safety of whole society. He further expressed a fervent hope that joint
activities & experiences of SCO Member States shall help to curb the pressing problem of
human trafficking and be a driving force for consolidation of efforts globally. The meetings were
conducted through Video Conferencing mode.
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the Republic of Tajikistan Mr. Rahmon Yusuf Ahmadzod, Prosecutor General of the Republic of
Uzbekistan Mr. Yuldashev N.T.,participated in theProsecutors General Meeting. The SCO
Secretary General Mr. V.I. Norov and Director of the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure D.F.
Giesov also participated in the meeting.
A Protocol following the results of the Nineteenth meeting of Prosecutors General of the SCO
Member States was signed and adopted by the SCO Member States. The salient features of the
Protocol are as under:
Addressing the eminent gathering of Prosecutors General from SCO Member States, Shri
Tushar Mehta, Learned Solicitor General of India highlighted the initiatives taken by the Indian
Government to curtail the growth of transnational organized crime, including trafficking in
persons, inter-alia, including ratification of United Nations Convention for the Suppression of the
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Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others as also United Nations
Convention on Transnational Organised Crime (UNCTOC).
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He underlined that the commitment to address the problem of trafficking in human beings by the
Government of India is reflected in various legal provisions to counter trafficking provisions, as
enshrined in the Indian Constitution as well as Indian Penal Code and Legislations like Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 etc. He also shared various programmes & schemes initiated by
the Government of India like “Ujjawala”, “SwadharGreh Scheme”, “Sakhi”, “Universalization of
Women Helpline”, providing for a supportive institutional framework and mechanism for
addressing concerns of women affected by violence.
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As part of the activities of Prosecutors General Forum, Ld. Solicitor General urged SCO
Member States to cooperate bilaterally and multilaterally to effectively eliminate the transnational
organized crime in trafficking in persons.
The next (20th) meeting of the Prosecutors General of the SCO Member States will be
held in the Republic of Kazakhstan in 2022.
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LAUNCHING CEREMONY OF TUSHIL - P1135.6
FOLLOW ON FRIGATE (EX-RUSSIA)
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia
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The 7th Indian Navy Frigate of P1135.6 class was launched on 28 Oct 2021 at Yantar Shipyard,
Kaliningrad, Russia in presence of Shri D Bala Venkatesh Varma, Ambassador of India
(Moscow) and senior dignitaries of the Russian Federation and officials of the Indian Navy.
During the ceremony, the ship was formally named as ‘Tushil’ by Smt Datla Vidya
Varma. Tushil is a Sanskrit word meaning Protector Shield.
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Based on an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) between the Government of Republic of India
and Government of Russian Federation for construction of two ships of Project 1135.6 ships in
Russia and two ships in India at M/s Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL), the contract for construction
of two ships was signed between India and Russia in Oct 18.
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The construction of these ships is based on Indian Navy’s specific requirements to meet the
entire spectrum of naval warfare in all three dimensions of Air, Surface and Sub-surface. The
ships with a potent combination of state-of-art Indian and Russian Weapons and Sensors are
equipped to operate in Littoral and Blue waters, both as a single unit and as consort in a naval
task force. They feature “stealth technology” in terms of low radar and under water noise
signatures. These ships are being equipped with major Indian supplied equipment such as
Surface to Surface Missiles, Sonar system, Surface Surveillance Radar, Communication Suite
and ASW system along with Russian Surface to Air Missiles and gun mounts.
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Mr Ilya Samarin, Director General, Yantar Shipyard, Kaliningrad, in his address dwelt upon the
challenges faced by the Shipyard in executing the complex shipbuilding project. Despite
challenges posed by the ongoing pandemic, production of the ships was continued by utilisation
of innovative solutions. He thanked the Indian Government for their unstinted support and
reiterated shipyard’s commitment to deliver the ships as per contractual timelines. Shri D Bala
Venkatesh Varma, Ambassador of India (Moscow), highlighted the long standing tradition of
Military Technical Cooperation between India and Russia. He acknowledged the efforts put in by
the Yantar Shipyard to ensure that the ship was launched as per contractual timelines
overcoming the challenges imposed by COVID-19.
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The 7th Indian Navy Frigate of P1135.6 class was launched on 28 Oct 2021 at Yantar Shipyard,
Kaliningrad, Russia in presence of Shri D Bala Venkatesh Varma, Ambassador of India
(Moscow) and senior dignitaries of the Russian Federation and officials of the Indian Navy.
During the ceremony, the ship was formally named as ‘Tushil’ by Smt Datla Vidya
Varma. Tushil is a Sanskrit word meaning Protector Shield.

m

Based on an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) between the Government of Republic of India
and Government of Russian Federation for construction of two ships of Project 1135.6 ships in
Russia and two ships in India at M/s Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL), the contract for construction
of two ships was signed between India and Russia in Oct 18.

S.
co

The construction of these ships is based on Indian Navy’s specific requirements to meet the
entire spectrum of naval warfare in all three dimensions of Air, Surface and Sub-surface. The
ships with a potent combination of state-of-art Indian and Russian Weapons and Sensors are
equipped to operate in Littoral and Blue waters, both as a single unit and as consort in a naval
task force. They feature “stealth technology” in terms of low radar and under water noise
signatures. These ships are being equipped with major Indian supplied equipment such as
Surface to Surface Missiles, Sonar system, Surface Surveillance Radar, Communication Suite
and ASW system along with Russian Surface to Air Missiles and gun mounts.

cr

ac
k

IA

Mr Ilya Samarin, Director General, Yantar Shipyard, Kaliningrad, in his address dwelt upon the
challenges faced by the Shipyard in executing the complex shipbuilding project. Despite
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EYE ON AFGHANISTAN, CHINA TO BUILD MILITARY
BASE IN TAJIKISTAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

m

China will take full control of a military base in Tajikistan near the Afghan border that it has been
quietly operating and will also build a new base for the Tajik Government, according to a report
on Thursday.
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Tajikistan on Wednesday granted approval for the construction of a new base, following an
agreement reached between Tajikistan’s Interior Ministry and China’s Public Security Ministry or
police force, the U.S.-funded Radio Free Europe (RFE) reported. That the agreement was being
signed by the Public Security Ministry, and not the Chinese military, suggests a focus on
counterterrorism amid rising concerns over instability in neighbouring Afghanistan. The new
base, RFE quoted Tajik officials as saying, would be owned by Tajikistan’s Rapid Reaction
Group or special forces, and financed by China for a cost of $10 million. It will be located in the
eastern Gorno-Badakhshan autonomous province near the Pamir mountains, and Chinese
troops will not be stationed there.
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While this base will be under Tajik control, the Tajikistan Government has also agreed to
transfer full control of an existing facility that both sides have been using jointly, a former Soviet
base not far from the China-Tajikistan-Afghanistan tri-junction and the Wakhan Corridor, where
China shares a less than 100 km border with Afghanistan.
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Russia and India are among countries that already have a military presence in bases in
Tajikistan. China and Tajikistan have, however, continued to officially deny the presence of
Chinese security forces there.
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However, a communique from China’s Embassy in Dushanbe to Tajikistan’s Foreign Ministry,
seen by RFE, said the Tajik Government offered to transfer full control in exchange for military
aid from China. That base too is thought to be staffed not by the Chinese military but by China’s
People’s Armed Police Force, which is responsible for internal security in Xinjiang. China’s
interest in the base is tied to its security concerns in its western Xinjiang region, which shares a
border with Afghanistan and Tajikistan. The base, once full control has been transferred, will
become only the second known overseas Chinese security facility, after Djibouti near the Horn
of Africa .
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CHINA REJECTS CONCERNS OVER BORDER LAW
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

A day after India expressed strong concerns over a new land border law to be passed by China,
Beijing on Thursday said it hoped “relevant countries” would not make “wanton speculation over
normal legislation”.
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India said on Wednesday the new Chinese land boundary law, to come into effect on January 1,
should not be used to justify Beijing's actions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and
expressed “concern” over the law.
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The law, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said, also should not be used as a “pretext” to
formalise any of the Chinese military’s recent moves, from amassing thousands of troops in
forward areas to carrying out multiple transgressions in violation of past border agreements.
The MEA said China’s “unilateral decision to bring about a legislation which can have
implications on our existing bilateral arrangements... is of concern to us.”
Development projects
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The border law designates various responsibilities for the Chinese military and local authorities
in frontier areas, calling on the military to carry out drills and for local governments to step up
border development projects. Among those projects are construction of civilian settlements
called frontier villages in disputed areas along the India and Bhutan borders.

ac
k

Responding to India’s concerns, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said on Thursday it “hopes
relevant countries will abide by norms of international relations and refrain from wanton
speculations on China’s normal domestic legislation.”
Its spokesperson Wang Wenbin stated, “The National Land Boundary Law was adopted at the
31st Session of the Standing Committee of the Thirteenth National People's Congress of China
on October 23. On the same day, President Xi Jinping signed Order No. 99 of the President of
the People's Republic of China and issued the document, which is proclaimed to be enforced
from January 1, 2022.”

cr

Boundary management

“This law consists of seven chapters and 62 articles. It stipulates clearly the leadership system
and division of duties among different departments as well as between military and civilian
authorities. It also offers clear provisions regarding delineation and demarcation of national land
boundaries, defense and management of national land boundaries and borders, and
international cooperation in national land boundary affairs,” he added.
He stressed that the “main purpose for formulating and promulgating this law is to further
coordinate, regulate and strengthen boundary management and advance international
cooperation in relevant fields.”
Mr. Wang added, “It will not affect China’s compliance with existing treaties related to national
land boundary affairs China has already signed or change China’s current mode of boundary
management and cooperation with countries sharing a land boundary with it. Nor will it alter
China’s position and proposition on relevant boundary issues.”
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MEA response
The MEA on Wednesday noted that “unilateral moves” would have “no bearing” on agreements
reached previously by the two sides. Many of those agreements are, however, under strain in
the wake of the Chinese military’s moves along the LAC last year, with the crisis in eastern
Ladakh as yet unresolved after multiple rounds of talks.
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A CLEAR SIGNAL: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON CHINA’S
NEW BORDER LAW
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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China passing a new border law amid a continuing stalemate in negotiations with India sends a
clear signal to New Delhi that Beijing is in no mood to quickly end the 18-month-long crisis along
the LAC. The law, which will take effect on January 1, designates the responsibilities of various
agencies in China, from the military to local authorities, in guarding the frontiers. It “stipulates
that the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of China are sacred and
inviolable”. Calling on the military to “guard against and combat any act that undermines
territorial sovereignty and land boundaries”, the law says the Chinese military “shall carry out
border duties” to “resolutely prevent, stop and combat invasion, encroachment, provocation and
other acts”. India has reacted sharply, telling China that it must not use legislation as a “pretext”
to formalise the PLA’s actions since last year to unilaterally alter the LAC. While the law says
Beijing will negotiate with its neighbours to settle its borders, India reminded China that the
legislation will have little bearing on the India-China boundary as both sides are yet to resolve
the boundary question. Responding to India’s concerns, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said the
law would not affect the implementation of existing agreements. The legislation also has
implications for the only other country China has unresolved land borders with — Bhutan —
calling for continuing efforts to develop border areas. Among those efforts is the on-going
construction of frontier villages, including in disputed areas.
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The Chinese side may justify the law as an “internal” matter akin to India’s abrogation of Article
370 and the creation of a Union Territory in Ladakh, which China strongly opposed because it
included Aksai Chin, but there is one crucial difference. The new Chinese legislation, first
proposed in March, came almost a year into the LAC crisis. It followed the PLA’s amassing of
two divisions of troops in forward areas in the summer of 2020, in contravention of the four past
border agreements, and essentially gives a stamp of approval to those moves. If both New Delhi
and Beijing at least appear to be in agreement that the legislation will not affect past
agreements, the fact is those understandings are already in tatters. The last round of LAC talks,
held on October 10, ended with both sides trading accusations, Beijing blaming India for making
“unrealistic” demands and New Delhi countering that the other side offered no real proposals for
a solution. Indeed, the new law underlines that China increasingly sees little space for
compromise as far as its frontiers are concerned. Even as India and China continue
negotiations, the law is the latest signal that the current state of affairs along the border, marked
by continuing deployments by both sides in forward areas and a build-up of infrastructure, is
likely to continue over the longer term.
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The decision by ASEAN to exclude Myanmar’s military junta from its annual summit held on
October 26-28 is a major setback for the Generals’ attempts to gain regional legitimacy for their
brutal regime. Ever since it seized power by toppling the democratic government of Aung San
Suu Kyi in February, the junta has unleashed a reign of terror claiming an estimated 1,000 lives.
Ms. Suu Kyi, who had been the State Councillor for five years from 2015 heading the quasidemocratic government, has been in detention since the coup and is facing absurd charges
such as “illegally owning walkie-talkies”. Thousands of others were arrested by the military,
notorious for its reprisal of democratic protests in the past. But this time, the crisis seems much
worse. Months after the seizure of power, the junta, led by Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, is still
struggling to restore order. If in the past the National League for Democracy (NLD), Ms. Suu
Kyi’s party, had upheld non-violence even in the face of repression, this time, NLD leaders have
called for a “revolution”. The remnants of the old regime have formed a National Unity
Government, which claims to be the true representative of Myanmar. In cities, protests slid into
armed fighting between pro-democracy protesters and security personnel, while in the jungles,
anti-junta groups joined hands with rebels for military training. The situation was so grave that
the UN Special Envoy warned this month that Myanmar had descended into a civil war.
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One of the regional groupings with some leverage over the junta is ASEAN. In April, Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing was invited to Jakarta for emergency talks with ASEAN members. The bloc asked
him to immediately end violence, start the reconciliation process and allow a regional special
envoy to meet with all stakeholders, including Ms. Suu Kyi. None of these requests was met.
Most recent reports suggest that the junta has been systematically torturing political prisoners. A
special envoy was appointed as part of the ASEAN plan, but he was not allowed to meet Ms.
Suu Kyi. Regime violence, political crises and strikes and counter-attacks by protesters have all
pushed Myanmar to the brink of collapse. According to the UN, some three million people are in
need of life-saving assistance because of “conflict, food insecurity, natural disasters and COVID19”. Still, the Generals do not show any signs of compromise and are not even ready to talk with
the NLD. Violence might allow them to hold on to power for now, but that is not sustainable. The
ASEAN snub is a reminder that continuing violence could cause regional isolation of the regime,
which could worsen the crisis. The international community should continue to put pressure on
the junta and urgently start a reconciliation process.
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An asymmetric globalisation favouring China allowed Beijing to attain power. It is now using that
power to undermine liberal democratic values around the world. The Chinese market was never
open to foreign companies in the way foreign markets are to Chinese firms. This is particularly
true in the information and communications technology sector: foreign media, technology and
software companies have always been walled out of Chinese markets. Meanwhile, Chinese
firms rode on the globalisation bandwagon to secure significant market shares in open
economies. President Xi Jinping now formally requires Chinese firms to follow the political
agenda of the Chinese Communist Party. But even before this, it was not possible to tell where
private ownership ended and the party-state began.
We are currently witnessing a global retreat from the free movement of goods, services, capital,
people and ideas. But this should not be understood as a reaction to globalisation itself, but of its
skewed pattern over the past four decades.
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The Quad countries – Japan, India, Australia and the U.S. – have an opportunity to change tack
and stop seeing engagement with China through the misleading prism of free trade and
globalisation. The roots of every member’s prosperity and power lie in international trade. It will
be to their advantage to create a new form of economic cooperation consistent with their
geopolitical interests. Indeed, without an economic programme, the Quad’s geopolitical and
security agenda stand on tenuous foundations.

ac
k

The popular backlash against China – exacerbated by the economic disruption of the pandemic
– is pushing Quad governments towards policies of self-reliance. But while reorienting and derisking global supply chains is one thing, pursuing technological sovereignty is inherently selfdefeating. When it comes to critical and emerging technologies, no single country can replicate
the combined genius of the world. Worse still, inward-looking policies often acquire a life of their
own and contribute to geopolitical marginalisation.
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There is a better way. A convergence of values and geopolitical interests means Quad countries
are uniquely placed to envelop their economies inside bubbles of trust, starting with the
technology sector. Complementarities in capabilities can power innovation and growth.
The U.S. is a global leader in intellectual property, Japan in high-value manufacturing, Australia
in advanced niches such as quantum computing and cyber security, and India in human capital.
This configuration of values, interests and complementary capabilities offers unrivalled
opportunities.
The idea of ‘bubbles of trust’ offers a cautious middle path between the extremes of
technological sovereignty and laissez-faire globalisation. Unlike trading blocs, which tend to be
insular and exclusive, bubbles tend to expand organically, attracting new partners that share
values, interests and economic complementarities. Such expansion will be necessary, as the
Quad cannot fulfil its strategic ambitions merely by holding a defensive line against authoritarian
power. We need a common approach to counter the hacking of minds, more than the mere
hacking of networks and devices.
The Quad’s Critical and Emerging Technology Working Group, announced in March 2021, is
well placed to develop the necessary ‘bubbles of trust’ framework, which could be adopted at the
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next Quad summit. Such a framework would allow the scope of the cooperation to be limited to
information industries – semiconductors, network infrastructure and connectivity, operating
systems and platforms, and content – avoiding the long and complex negotiations typical of
trade agreements.
To be successful the Working Group must seek to strengthen geopolitical convergences,
increase faith in each member state’s judicial systems, deepen economic ties and boost trust in
one another’s citizens.
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There are fundamental differences between authoritarian and liberal-democratic approaches to
the information age. But there is no consensus among the latter. The Quad cannot allow
differences of approach on privacy, data governance, platform competition and the digital
economy to widen.
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This agenda cannot be about substituting China. Each Quad nation imports more from China
than from its three partners combined. Rather, the approach would allow Quad countries to
manage their dependencies on China while simultaneously developing a new vision for the
global economy.
Nitin Pai is the Director of the Takshashila Institution. This is an excerpt of his upcoming
contribution to The Sydney Dialogue
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Russian companies have the potential to be long-term partners with India in aiding its energy
transformation
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The India-China relationship is in a difficult place, with the past shadowing the present. The
period from 1949 to 1962 is crucial as Jawaharlal Nehru sought, albeit unsuccessfully, to
establish a workable relationship with the Chinese. Nirupama Rao, former Foreign Secretary
and Ambassador to China, traces the history of Tibet, the genesis of the McMahon Line,
Communist China’s military takeover and domination of Tibet, and the border row between India
and China in her new book, The Fractured Himalaya. An excerpt from the book:
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It was to be over a year before negotiations between India and China on relations between India
and Tibet opened in Beijing. These commenced on December 31, 1953. Jawaharlal Nehru’s
approach to frontier questions between India and China was already well-entrenched by then.
Tibet had become more a ‘psychological’ buffer from a political one during British rule —
psychological because Nehru was convinced that any military attack on India from Tibet was not
feasible. For him, while the status of Tibet and Tibetan autonomy, as also Indian interests in
Tibet inherited from the British were issues for discussion with China, the frontier, as his
biographer S. Gopal noted, ‘was firm, well-known and beyond dispute’.
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Loosely put, Nehru’s attitude was that there was no room for controversy over the McMahon
Line: ‘Our maps show that the McMahon Line is our boundary and that is our boundary — map
or no map. That fact remains and we stand by that boundary, and we will not allow anybody to
come across that boundary.’ Gopal notes that this assertion of rights was more definite
regarding the eastern sector of the boundary.
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The problem lay in the fact that, except for Sikkim, the border had not been demarcated —
jointly with China — on the ground; the boundary in the western and middle sectors had not
been defined in detail by treaty and only, as Nehru stated, by custom, usage and tradition. The
McMahon Line was shown only on a map that the Chinese government had initialled in 1914 but
not subsequently accepted. The Chinese would set their strategy in such a way subsequently,
when the officials of the two sides met in 1960, to seek ‘fresh acceptance of every stretch’ of the
boundary. K.M. Panikkar, without the benefit of hindsight, only had this advice to give Nehru: the
issue would pose no difficulty. Could Panikkar [the first Indian Ambassador to China] have
sensed the actual Chinese attitude? In retrospect, his advice to Nehru would have serious
repercussions for India. As advice, it was fatally flawed.
Throughout his stay in China, Panikkar took the stand that the Tibetan issue was a simple one.
Leaders like Zhou Enlai, in his view, recognised the ‘legitimacy’ of India’s trade and cultural
interests in Tibet and only suggested that the political office in Lhasa, ‘an office of dubious
legality’ in Panikkar’s words, should be regularised by its transformation into an Indian
Consulate-General. Other posts and institutions like the telegraph lines set up in the British era,
the military escort at Yadong in the Chumbi Valley, ‘were to be abolished quietly in time’, and the
trade agents in Tibet and their subordinate agencies brought ‘within the framework of normal
consulate relations’. In his seeming obsession with the big picture of two big Asian nations
forging deeper understanding and cooperation, Panikkar was content to say that he left ‘no
outstanding issue’ pending at the time of his departure. It was a strategic miscalculation which
would have serious consequences.
When Zhou Enlai told Panikkar in September 1951 in a ‘shrouded sentence’ that the question of
the stabilisation of the Tibetan frontier — a matter of common interest to India, Nepal and China
— could be settled by discussion between the three countries, it was assumed, in diplomatic
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guesswork, that stabilisation meant that there was no territorial dispute between India and
China.
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Many records indicate that the view of the officials in the Ministry of External Affairs was that
while negotiations for an agreement between India and China on Tibet were necessary, they
should also include a border settlement. There should be a quid pro quo for India’s recognition
of Chinese sovereignty over Tibet. A note by the Foreign Secretary, K.P.S. Menon on April 11,
1952 observed that the Chinese government’s attitude was far from straightforward, and could,
in fact, be termed ‘cunning’. A child could see through the game, said Menon. Zhou Enlai had
suggested in September 1951 that India’s position in Tibet should be regularised and the
‘boundary with Tibet stabilised’. India had said immediately that ‘we were ready for discussions’
but there had been no response from the Chinese. The latter were saying that ‘they [the
Chinese] have been in Tibet only for a short while and want more time to study the problem.’
Menon was suspicious of Chinese irredentism, and a whispering campaign was already doing
the rounds in Lhasa that not only Tibet, but Sikkim and Bhutan, and even the DarjeelingKalimpong area ‘would soon be liberated.’ This would encourage the Tibetans to lay their hands
on Tawang and other disputed areas to the south of the McMahon Line. ‘The Chinese have long
memories; irredentism has always played a part in the policy of the Chinese government
whether imperial, Guomindang or Communist.’ India was clearly inviting trouble when it was
decided that the border issue would not figure in the negotiations on Tibet. Responding
positively to the Chinese move for an agreement on Tibet was seen essentially as a means of
reducing Chinese pressure on the border, and as ‘helping’ the Tibetans within a larger policy
framework of coaxing the Chinese out of their isolation.

ac
k

IA

The ‘knight-administrator’ (called thus because of his British knighthood and being a member of
the Indian Civil Service) Sir Girija Shankar Bajpai was by now the Governor of Bombay. He
continued to be in the picture regarding Tibet. He had noticed that the list of pending issues
proposed for discussion with the Chinese did not include the question of the frontier with Tibet.
His view, as expressed to the Foreign Secretary, was that ‘This business of Sino-Indian relations
over Tibet, would, in my judgement, be best handled comprehensively and not piecemeal’,
implying that the question of the border should not be left aside. Perhaps, as a result of Bajpai’s
letter, the Prime Minister in a note to the Foreign Secretary on 23 July, expressed his inclination
that the frontier should be mentioned in the talks with the Chinese. Panikkar’s reasons for not
advancing this subject, be what they may, were appreciated but Nehru felt ‘that our attempt at
being clever might overreach itself’ and that it was better to be absolutely straight and frank
about the issue with the Chinese.
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This was not the first time that Nehru had expressed some misgivings on the issue. In June of
the same year, he had in a message to Panikkar said it ‘was odd’ that Zhou Enlai had made no
reference to the frontier in his discussions with the Ambassador. He did not like Zhou’s silence in
the matter, he added, since the Indian government had made it clear in Parliament that not only
the direct frontier with Tibet, but also the frontiers of Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim, should remain
unchanged. Panikkar’s response was to state that the Chinese were aware of India’s interest in
the integrity of Nepal and had not raised any question about it. Neither had they objected to the
PM’s public statements on the issue. Panikkar said he did not want to make this a subject for
further discussion. India should stick to the position that the frontier had been defined ‘and there
is nothing for us to discuss’. It would be legitimate ‘to presume that Chou En Lai’s silence on this
point and his NOT having even once alluded to Sikkim or Bhutan at any time even indirectly
during our conversation would mean acquiescence in, if NOT acceptance of our position.’ The
Prime Minister did not demur further.
Extracted with permission from Penguin Random House India
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The legislature, which is largely ceremonial and controlled by the Communist Party, on Saturday
“voted to adopt a new law on the protection and exploitation of the country’s land border areas,”
the Xinhua news agency said. The law “stipulates that the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the People’s Republic of China are sacred and inviolable”, the text said, adding that “the state
shall take measures to safeguard territorial integrity and land boundaries and guard against and
combat any act that undermines territorial sovereignty and land boundaries”.
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It also calls on the state to “take measures to strengthen border defence, support economic and
social development as well as opening-up in border areas, improve public services and
infrastructure in such areas, encourage and support people’s life and work there, and promote
coordination between border defence and social, economic development in border areas”.
The law designates the various responsibilities of the military, the State Council or Cabinet, and
provincial governments in managing the security and economic issues in border areas. Article
22 of the law says the PLA “shall carry out border duties” including “organising drills” and
“resolutely prevent, stop and combat invasion, encroachment, provocation and other acts”. The
law also says China will “handle land border-related affairs with neighbouring countries through
negotiations to properly resolve disputes and long-standing border issues”.
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The passing of the law coincides with stepped up Chinese activity along the land borders, which
have mirrored actions in disputed waters in the East and South China Sea. The law will give a
stamp of approval for the military’s recent actions in disputed areas.
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with his counterpart Ruslan Kazakbaev of Kyrgyz
Republic. Photo: Twitter/@DrSJaishankar
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The dramatic developments in Afghanistan have catalysed new geostrategic and geoeconomic
concerns for the region. The evolving situation has also thrown up renewed challenges for
India’s regional and bilateral ties with Central Asia and the Caucasus, prompting India to
recalibrate its rules of engagement with the region.
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar was in the region earlier this month — his third within a
span of four months. In Kyrgyzstan, Mr. Jaishankar extended a credit line of $200 million for the
support of development projects and signed an memorandum of understanding (MoU) on HighImpact Community Development Projects (HICDP). His next stop was the Kazakhstan capital,
Nur Sultan, where he attended the 6th Foreign Ministers’ Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA).
India agrees to $200 million Line of Credit to support development projects in Kyrgyzstan
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At CICA, Mr. Jaishankar targeted China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Admonishing China’s
methods in promoting the BRI, he said while greater connectivity was essential for the promotion
of regional stability, it must not be pursued for parochial interests. He also confronted Pakistan
for its support towards cross-border terrorism. Before reaching Armenia on October 13, Mr.
Jaishankar met his counterparts from Russia, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan to discuss regional
cooperation.
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Mr. Jaishankar has become the first Indian External Affairs Minister to visit Armenia. The
Minister and his Armenian counterpart, Ararat Mirzoyan, agreed to enhance trade and cultural
exchanges to boost bilateral relations. During the visit, Mr. Jaishankar also supported efforts for
a peaceful solution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia under
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE) Minsk group.
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The Taliban re-establishing its supremacy over Afghanistan has also exposed the weaknesses
of coalitions such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), created in response to the
threats of terrorism that sprang from Afghanistan. However, the SCO has been used by most
member countries for their own regional geostrategic and security interests, increasing the trustdeficit and divergence within the forum.
Jaishankar stresses on connectivity, proposes that Chabahar Port be included in the NorthSouth Transport Corridor
As the SCO failed to collectively respond to the Afghan crisis, the Central Asian leaders met in
Turkmenistan in August to voice their concerns over the Afghan situation, and also discussed
the presence of Central Asian terror groups within Afghanistan and along their borders.
After the breakup of the Soviet Union and the formation of the independent republics in Central
Asia, India reset its ties with the strategically critical region. India provided financial aid to the
region and established diplomatic relations. New Delhi signed the Strategic Partnership
Agreements (SPA) with Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to stimulate defence cooperation
and deepen trade relations. In 2012, New Delhi’s ‘Connect Central Asia’ policy aimed at
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furthering India’s political, economic, historical and cultural connections with the region.
However, India’s efforts were stonewalled by Pakistan’s lack of willingness to allow India
passage through its territory. China took advantage of the situation and unveiled the muchhyped BRI in Kazakhstan.
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The growing geostrategic and security concerns regarding the BRI’s China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and its violation of India’s sovereignty forced New Delhi to fix its lethargic
strategy. Soon after assuming office, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited all the Central Asian
countries in July 2015. Eventually, Central Asia became the link that placed Eurasia in New
Delhi’s zone of interest. India signed MoUs with Iran in 2015 to develop the Chabahar port in the
Sistan-Baluchistan province that was in the doldrums from 2003. Most of the Central Asian
leaders view India’s Chabahar port as an opportunity to diversify their export markets and
control China’s ambitions. China’s assertive approach led to rising social discontent on the illtreatment of their ethnic brethren in neighbouring Xinjiang.
India, Russia to expand cooperation in Central Asia, says envoy
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Central Asian countries have been keen to have India as a partner as they have sought to
diversify their strategic ties. They have admitted New Delhi into the Ashgabat Agreement,
allowing India access to connectivity networks to facilitate trade and commercial interactions
with both Central Asia and Eurasia, and also access the natural resources of the region. Rising
anti-Chinese sentiments within the region and security threats from the Taliban allow New Delhi
and Central Asia to reimagine their engagement. India cannot afford to lose any time in
recalibrating its regional engagements.
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Harsh V. Pant is Professor of International Relations at King’s College London and Director of
Research at Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi. Ayjaz Wani is a Fellow at ORF,
Mumbai
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Russian companies have the potential to be long-term partners with India in aiding its energy
transformation
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In a repetition of its decisions over the past three years, the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
said that members of the 39-member grouping voted to retain Pakistan on its ‘grey list’ of
jurisdictions under increased monitoring. The FATF, which evaluates countries on efforts to
check terror financing and money laundering, also placed Turkey on the grey list and cleared
Mauritius from it. The FATF found that Pakistan had cleared 30 of a total of 34 tasks assigned in
two batches, and would face another review in February 2022. In particular, the FATF President,
Marcus Pleyer, said that Pakistan had failed to resolve the single task that remains from the first
batch, of demonstrating that effective investigations and prosecutions are being pursued against
the senior leadership of United Nations-designated terror groups. From New Delhi’s perspective,
the most significant of these are Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar, Lashkar-eToiba (LeT) chief Hafiz Saeed, Dawood Ibrahim and other command and control chiefs of terror
groups that target India, that have yet to be brought to justice for the 26/11 Mumbai attacks in
2008, the IC-814 hijacking in 1999 and several major attacks and bombings in Jammu and
Kashmir. It is indeed disappointing that the increased monitoring by the FATF of Pakistan —
from 2008-2009, 2012-2015, and 2018-2021 — has failed to ensure that while some of these
leaders have been tried and convicted for terror financing charges in Pakistani courts, none of
them has been effectively prosecuted for violence in India. These much-delayed outcomes
speak as much to Pakistan’s lack of credibility on terrorism as to the FATF’s own lack of
effectiveness.
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Despite Pakistan’s failure to fulfill its task list, the FATF President has made it clear that they are
not considering placing Pakistan on the ‘black list’, as they say it “continues to cooperate”. On
the other hand, the FATF has also said that it will not remove Pakistan from the grey list, despite
the country completing 26/27 of the original tasks it was assigned. The actions open the world
body to accusations of ‘politicising’ the process, both from those who would like to see tough
action for non-compliance by Pakistan, and from Pakistan itself, which has accused India of
turning the technical process into a political one by “targeting” Pakistan. As a result, the FATF
must stop kicking the proverbial can down the road. It must ensure that the investigation of
Pakistan is not an open-ended process, and is brought to a credible and effective conclusion at
the earliest. In light of the developments in Afghanistan, and concerns over the growth of
transnational terror groups such as al-Qaeda and ISIL, as well as JeM and LeT taking
advantage of the Taliban takeover to build new safe havens and financing networks, it is
particularly important that the FATF keep its commitment from 2001 (when it added terror
financing to its mandate) to prevent all terror groups from accessing these funding networks.
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Representatives from G7 countries meet during a G7 trade summit at Mansion House, in
London, Britain October 22, 2021. | Photo Credit: Reuters
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The Group of Seven wealthy nations agreed on a joint set of principles to govern cross-border
data use and digital trade, Britain said in what was described as a breakthrough that could
liberalise hundreds of billions of pounds of trade.
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(Sign up to our Technology newsletter, Today's Cache, for insights on emerging themes at the
intersection of technology, business and policy. Click here to subscribe for free.)
Trade ministers from the G7 reached agreement at a meeting in London on Friday.
The deal sets out a middle ground between highly regulated data protection regimes used in
European countries and the more open approach of the United States.
Also Read | Competition, chips, AI on table at first U.S.-EU trade and tech meet
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"We oppose digital protectionism and authoritarianism and today we have adopted the G7
Digital Trade Principles that will guide the G7's approach to digital trade," the communique
published by Britain said.
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The principles covered open digital markets; cross border data flows; safeguards for workers,
consumers, and businesses; digital trading systems; and fair and inclusive global governance,
the communique said .
"We should address unjustified obstacles to cross-border data flows, while continuing to address
privacy, data protection, the protection of intellectual property rights, and security," an annex
document said.
Also Read | EU lawmaker gets backing for tougher EU tech rules
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A British official with knowledge of the deal said: "This agreement is a genuine breakthrough that
is the result of hard diplomatic graft.
"All of us rely on digital trade every day, but for years the global rules of the game have been a
wild west that have made it difficult for businesses to seize the immense opportunities on offer."
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The tech giant also launched Pixel Pass, a subscription service starting at $45 per month for
U.S. customers that will include the Pixel 6 and access to the premium versions of YouTube and
YouTube Music.
For the fourth quarter, JPM expects iPhones to bring in revenue of $46 billion after selling 58
million units,marginally higher than Wall Street's forecast of $41 billion.
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