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FAILING ON FOOD: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON CHILD
MALNUTRITION AND THE VALUE OF GOOD SCHOOL
MEALS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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The approval of the PM POSHAN scheme by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs until
2025-26 comes at a critical time when real income declines and the economic impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic have affected the ability of families to ensure good nutrition. The findings in
Phase I of the NFHS-5 for 22 States and Union Territories in December 2020 were shocking:
childhood stunting rose in 13 States, there was high prevalence of anaemia among children and
women, and wasting was a serious concern in 12 States. The slippage over the previous survey
period exposes the worsening scourge of malnutrition, threatening to deprive millions of children
of a fully productive adult life. It will take a serious effort to address this hidden crisis, backed by
strong budgetary commitment. The centrally supported hot meal programme in Government and
Government-aided schools, covering 11.8 crore children, will be supplemented with nutritional
elements in identified aspirational districts and areas with high anaemia. The scheme, which is
proposed to be extended to pre-primary children, provides for social audit, creation of school
nutritional gardens to source fresh produce, involvement of farmer-producer organisations as
providers, and lays emphasis on local food traditions. While these are positive features,
momentum towards eradicating malnutrition hinges crucially on annual budgetary outlays and
proof of POSHAN’s working will lie in measurable outcomes.
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Support for the PM POSHAN, which the Government says has been approved over the five-year
period at 1,30,794 crore, including 31,733 crore from States and UTs, must remain elastic. While
some child growth metrics such as stunting require a longer window to measure, problems such
as anaemia and low weight lend themselves to speedy amelioration. The Government must
demonstrate that Saksham Anganwadi-Mission POSHAN 2.0, which amalgamates the POSHAN
Abhiyan and schemes covering anganwadis, crèches and adolescent girls, is fiscally stronger
than its erstwhile component parts. There must be a meaningful increase in the current Budget
estimate over the combined past outlay for the subsumed individual schemes. On nutritional
planning, the renewed plan should introduce a greater diversity of diets that compensates for
micronutrient and protein deficiency. Strong supplementation of nutrition at school, in the
community, and at childcare centres is critical at a time when criticism of food inflation has met
with a tone-deaf response, and pandemic-induced income declines have depressed essential
consumption. The lower offtake of foodgrains for the noon meal scheme during the pandemic
over the previous year and patchy food distribution mechanisms in many States should set
alarm bells ringing. The future of a generation of Indians is at stake.
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SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV LAUNCHES DIGISAKSHAMA JOINT INITIATIVE OF LABOUR MINISTRY WITH
MICROSOFT INDIA TO ENHANCE THE EMPLOYABILITY
OF YOUTH
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues Related to Poverty, Inclusion, Employment & Sustainable Development
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Minister for Labour and Employment, Shri Bhupender Yadav today launched DigiSaksham - a
digital skills programme to enhance the employability of youth by imparting digital skills that are
required in an increasingly technology driven era. This joint initiative with Microsoft india is an
extension of the Government’s ongoing programs to support the youth from rural and semiurban areas.
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Through DigiSaksham initiative, free of cost training in digital skills including basic skills as well
as advance computing, will be provided to more than 3 lakh youths in the first year. The
Jobseekers can access the training through National Career Service (NCS) Portal
(www.ncs.gov.in). The initiative gives priority to the job-seekers of semi urban areas belonging
to disadvantaged communities, including those who have lost their jobs due to Covid-19
pandemic.
Speaking at the launch, the Union Minister said that with fast paced technology up gradations,
constant skilling, reskilling and up skilling is a must.
The job market today is highly competitive and employers are looking for employability skills
along with subject matter expertise. Launched DigiSaksham, which will address the digital
skilling needs of more than 97 lakh active job-seekers registered on the NCS portal.
pic.twitter.com/zdSh1mDMuj
Under the DigiSaksham initiative, there will be basically three types of training viz. Digital Skills –
Self paced learning, VILT mode training (Virtual Instructor led) and ILT mode training (Instructor
led). The ILT training which is in person training would be conducted at the Model Career
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Centres (MCCs) and National Career Service Centres (NCSC) for SCs/STs across the country.
Through this initiative, nearly one crore active jobseekers registered on National Career
Service (NCS) Portal will be able to access training in areas like Java Script, Data Visualisation,
Advance Excel, Power Bi, HTML, Programming languages, software development
fundamentals, Introduction to coding , etc, equipping them with the skills required in a digital
economy. DigiSaksham will be implemented in the field by Aga Khan Rural Support Programme
India (AKRSP-I).
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The initiative was launched today by the Union Minister in the presence of Shri Sunil Barthwal,
Secretary, Ministry of Labour & Employment, Smt. Anuradha Prasad, Special Secretary, Ministry
of Labour & Employment, Shri Anant Maheshwari, President, Microsoft India and Shri Apoorva
Oza, Chief Executive Officer, Aga Khan Rural Support Programme-India.
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Shri Yadav also highlighted the importance of skilling in bridging India’s digital divide, placing the
country on the path to inclusive economic recovery and preparing India’s talent to thrive in a
digital future catering not only to the needs of the domestic economy but also to tap the
overseas employment opportunities.
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Speaking at the launch event, President, Microsoft India, said that Skills of future will be different
from today and bridging the digital skill equity gap requires involvement and close cooperation of
government and private sector working with people that will further accelerate India’s transition
to Digital Economy.
The DigiSaksham initiative will equip more than 300,000 youth in technical skills in the first year
and Jobseekers can access Microsoft learning resources such as programming languages, data
analytics, software development fundamentals and advanced digital productivity on the National
Career Service (NCS) Portal. The initiative gives priority to the job-seekers of semi urban areas
belonging to disadvantaged communities, particularly the candidates from the socially and
economically backward communities, marginalized communities, people who have been
displaced or lost jobs due to Covid-19. Microsoft India has also roped in Aga Khan Rural
Support Programme-India and its knowledge partner TMI e2E Academy for rolling out this digital
initiative. I takes this opportunity to launch the DigiSaksham programme and wish all success to
the organisations involved in this initiative.
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The Ministry of Labour and Employment is implementing the National Career Service (NCS)
Project as a Mission Mode Project for transformation of the National Employment Service to
provide a variety of employment related services like job matching, career counselling,
vocational guidance, information on skill development courses, apprenticeship, internships etc.
The services under NCS are available online which was dedicated to the Nation by Prime
Minister,Shri Narendra Modi in 2015. All the services available in the portal are free of cost for all
stake holders including jobseekers, employers, training providers and placement organizations.
The NCS portals can be accessed directly or from Career Centres (Employment Exchanges),
Common Service Centres, post offices, mobile devices, cyber cafes etc.
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With the increased focus of Government on career counselling service, the Ministry has created
a network of more than 700 Career Counsellors who are regularly publishing their schedules on
NCS Portal. Knowledge Repository of Career Counselling content has been created by
digitizing the existing Counselling literature and making it amenable for periodic up-dating by
stakeholders and made accessible to various users. Occupational information on more than
3600 occupations based on National Classification of Occupations 2015 is also available under
career information.
The Government of India has provided financial assistance to the states for setting-up model
career centres and has already approved 207 Model Career Centres (including 7 non-funded
MCCs) and it has been decided to create another 200 more Career Centres across the
States/UTs.
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The NCS Portal also provided an open architecture for partnering of institutions and
organisations for delivery of career and employment related services. Ministry has engaged with
several institutions and organisations to bring more and more job opportunities to our workforce
with some of the leading institutions organisations such as Quikr Jobs, Monster.com, Freshers
World, First Job, Mera Job, Synergy relationship Management Services Private Limited, VSS
Tech Solutions Pvt. Ltd. Monter.com, Saral Rozgar, Cassius
Technologies Pvt.Ltd.Shine.com etc. The NCS Portal is now being integrated with other
Ministries/ departments like MSDE, MHRD, AICTE, etc.
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Today the job market is more competitive and employers are now looking for
employability skills along with expertise in subject matter as essential traits in their potential
employees. Employability skills are those skills that go beyond qualifications and experience.
***
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Minister for Labour and Employment, Shri Bhupender Yadav today launched DigiSaksham - a
digital skills programme to enhance the employability of youth by imparting digital skills that are
required in an increasingly technology driven era. This joint initiative with Microsoft india is an
extension of the Government’s ongoing programs to support the youth from rural and semiurban areas.
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Through DigiSaksham initiative, free of cost training in digital skills including basic skills as well
as advance computing, will be provided to more than 3 lakh youths in the first year. The
Jobseekers can access the training through National Career Service (NCS) Portal
(www.ncs.gov.in). The initiative gives priority to the job-seekers of semi urban areas belonging
to disadvantaged communities, including those who have lost their jobs due to Covid-19
pandemic.
Speaking at the launch, the Union Minister said that with fast paced technology up gradations,
constant skilling, reskilling and up skilling is a must.
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The job market today is highly competitive and employers are looking for employability skills
along with subject matter expertise. Launched DigiSaksham, which will address the digital
skilling needs of more than 97 lakh active job-seekers registered on the NCS portal.
pic.twitter.com/zdSh1mDMuj
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Under the DigiSaksham initiative, there will be basically three types of training viz. Digital Skills –
Self paced learning, VILT mode training (Virtual Instructor led) and ILT mode training (Instructor
led). The ILT training which is in person training would be conducted at the Model Career
Centres (MCCs) and National Career Service Centres (NCSC) for SCs/STs across the country.
Through this initiative, nearly one crore active jobseekers registered on National Career
Service (NCS) Portal will be able to access training in areas like Java Script, Data Visualisation,
Advance Excel, Power Bi, HTML, Programming languages, software development
fundamentals, Introduction to coding , etc, equipping them with the skills required in a digital
economy. DigiSaksham will be implemented in the field by Aga Khan Rural Support Programme
India (AKRSP-I).
The initiative was launched today by the Union Minister in the presence of Shri Sunil Barthwal,
Secretary, Ministry of Labour & Employment, Smt. Anuradha Prasad, Special Secretary, Ministry
of Labour & Employment, Shri Anant Maheshwari, President, Microsoft India and Shri Apoorva
Oza, Chief Executive Officer, Aga Khan Rural Support Programme-India.
Shri Yadav also highlighted the importance of skilling in bridging India’s digital divide, placing the
country on the path to inclusive economic recovery and preparing India’s talent to thrive in a
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digital future catering not only to the needs of the domestic economy but also to tap the
overseas employment opportunities.
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Speaking at the launch event, President, Microsoft India, said that Skills of future will be different
from today and bridging the digital skill equity gap requires involvement and close cooperation of
government and private sector working with people that will further accelerate India’s transition
to Digital Economy.
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The DigiSaksham initiative will equip more than 300,000 youth in technical skills in the first year
and Jobseekers can access Microsoft learning resources such as programming languages, data
analytics, software development fundamentals and advanced digital productivity on the National
Career Service (NCS) Portal. The initiative gives priority to the job-seekers of semi urban areas
belonging to disadvantaged communities, particularly the candidates from the socially and
economically backward communities, marginalized communities, people who have been
displaced or lost jobs due to Covid-19. Microsoft India has also roped in Aga Khan Rural
Support Programme-India and its knowledge partner TMI e2E Academy for rolling out this digital
initiative. I takes this opportunity to launch the DigiSaksham programme and wish all success to
the organisations involved in this initiative.
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The Ministry of Labour and Employment is implementing the National Career Service (NCS)
Project as a Mission Mode Project for transformation of the National Employment Service to
provide a variety of employment related services like job matching, career counselling,
vocational guidance, information on skill development courses, apprenticeship, internships etc.
The services under NCS are available online which was dedicated to the Nation by Prime
Minister,Shri Narendra Modi in 2015. All the services available in the portal are free of cost for all
stake holders including jobseekers, employers, training providers and placement organizations.
The NCS portals can be accessed directly or from Career Centres (Employment Exchanges),
Common Service Centres, post offices, mobile devices, cyber cafes etc.
With the increased focus of Government on career counselling service, the Ministry has created
a network of more than 700 Career Counsellors who are regularly publishing their schedules on
NCS Portal. Knowledge Repository of Career Counselling content has been created by
digitizing the existing Counselling literature and making it amenable for periodic up-dating by
stakeholders and made accessible to various users. Occupational information on more than
3600 occupations based on National Classification of Occupations 2015 is also available under
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career information.
The Government of India has provided financial assistance to the states for setting-up model
career centres and has already approved 207 Model Career Centres (including 7 non-funded
MCCs) and it has been decided to create another 200 more Career Centres across the
States/UTs.

S.
co

m

The NCS Portal also provided an open architecture for partnering of institutions and
organisations for delivery of career and employment related services. Ministry has engaged with
several institutions and organisations to bring more and more job opportunities to our workforce
with some of the leading institutions organisations such as Quikr Jobs, Monster.com, Freshers
World, First Job, Mera Job, Synergy relationship Management Services Private Limited, VSS
Tech Solutions Pvt. Ltd. Monter.com, Saral Rozgar, Cassius
Technologies Pvt.Ltd.Shine.com etc. The NCS Portal is now being integrated with other
Ministries/ departments like MSDE, MHRD, AICTE, etc.
Today the job market is more competitive and employers are now looking for
employability skills along with expertise in subject matter as essential traits in their potential
employees. Employability skills are those skills that go beyond qualifications and experience.
***
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KEY ROAD PROJECTS BEGIN IN LADAKH
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Roads
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Five major road infrastructure development projects were launched in Ladakh from Turtuk, the
northernmost village of India, on Friday by Governor of Ladakh R.K. Mathur. The projects
include preparation of greenfield alignment and upgradation of major single-lane roads to
double-lane and tunnelling works, the Defence Ministry said.
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Following the Memorandum of Understanding signed on September 3 between the Ladakh
administration and the Border Roa- ds Organisation (BRO), projects involving construction,
improvement of roads and tunnels were assigned to BRO for development of connectivity in the
hilly region, a Ministry statement said.
The construction of the Hanuthang-Handanbroke-Zungpal-Turtuk road, a 26.6-k.m.-long
greenfield road, is planned to provide inter-valley connectivity between Hanuthang-Handanbroke
(Indus Valley) and Zungpal-Turtuk (Shyok Valley) across the Stakpuchan range.
“This will also reduce the travel time to three and half hours from existing nine hours to Turtuk
via Leh without crossing the treache rous Khardungla pass,” the statement said.
The upgradation of four major single-lane roads has also commenced.
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These are the 78 km road from Khalse to Batallik, 50 km road from Kargil to Dumgil, which will
also include construction of a tunnel at Hambotingla, 70 km road from Khalsar to Shyokvia
Agham and 31 km from Tangtse to Lukung, the Ministry said.
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UNIONS CHALLENGE DELAY IN PADDY
PROCUREMENT
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management

Harvested paddy has started arriving at markets in Punjab and Haryana.
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A number of farmer unions from Punjab and Haryana have raised objections to the Centre’s
decision to postpone procurement of paddy in both States until October 11, citing higher
moisture content due to rainfall. The unions have called on farmers to protest the move outside
the homes of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) legislators from
Saturday.
Procurement of paddy at minimum support prices (MSP) for the 2021-2022 kharif marketing
season was originally scheduled to start on October 1 in Punjab, and from September 25 in
Haryana.
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The Samyukt Kisan Morcha platform of protesting unions, the majority of which are based in
Punjab and Haryana, plans to hold protests against the postponement from Saturday, by
gheraoing legislators from the BJP and its ally the JJP, as well as District Commissioners’
offices. “The government’s excuse that it is being done due to delayed rains has no validity
because the government itself has sanctioned short term varieties of paddy which are ready and
which are waiting in the markets,” said a statement.
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“From 10 o’clock [on Saturday], Haryana farmers should take their paddy to the homes of BJPJJP MLAs and demand that their paddy be weighed right there,” said Rakesh Tikait, leader of
another faction of the BKU.
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The Food Ministry stated, “Procurement of paddy at high moisture content is fraught with risk of
increase in damage percentage of rice grain. Also the grain will become vulnerable to shrivelling,
blackening, discolouration and prone to infestation. This may lead to rejection at procurement
centres and would lead to distress sale of paddy and consequent loss to the farmers.” “The
better course would be to harvest the paddy crop offered after a period of 10 days i.e. after
proper maturity then the problem of moisture can be minimised,” it added.
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KHADI PAYS TRIBUTE TO MAHATMA GANDHI WITH
WORLD’S LARGEST KHADI NATIONAL FLAG
DISPLAYED AT LEH
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Industry & Services Sector incl.
MSMEs and PSUs

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

Pride and patriotism, the collective spirit of Indian-ness and the heritage artisanal craft of Khadi,
brought the nation together in saluting the world’s largest National Flag, made of Khadi cotton
fabric today at Leh. Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has prepared the
Monumental Khadi National Flag to pay the highest respects to Mahatma Gandhi, who gifted
Khadi, the most eco-friendly fabric to the world.
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The flag was unveiled by Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh Shri RK Mathur, who said the
Monumental National Flag would bind every Indian together with the patriotic spirit. Chairman
KVIC Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, MP from Ladakh Shri JT Namgyal and Chief of Army Staff
General MM Narawane were present on the occasion.

m

The Monumental National Flag measures 225 feet long, 150 feet wide and weighs (approx.)
1400 kg. Making of this monumental National Flag has created nearly 3500 man hours of
additional work for Khadi artisans and allied workers. A whopping 4600 meters of hand-spun,
hand-woven Khadi cotton bunting has been used in making the flag which covers the total area
of 33,750 square feet. The Ashok Chakra in the flag measures a diameter of 30 feet. It took 49
days for 70 Khadi artisans to prepare this flag.
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KVIC has conceptualized and prepared the flag to celebrate “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”, the 75
years of Independence. Since, handling and displaying the National Flag of this dimension
required utmost care and precision, KVIC has handed over the flag to the Indian Army. The
Army has displayed the flag on a hilltop in the main Leh city. The Army has prepared a frame to
display the flag so that it does not touch the ground.
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The flag has been divided into 9 equal parts weighing 100 kg each and each part measures 50 x
75 feet. Nefa has been provided on all four sides that contains 12 mm rope. A total of 12 high
quality nylon ropes - i.e. 3 ropes each on top & bottom sides and 3 ropes on left & right sides
have been provided with the breaking load capacity of approx. 3000 Kgs.
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Further, each rope has a loop on both the ends that can collectively hold the weight of the flag.
These parts have been stitched together to make the flag and joints have been stitched in such
way that the ropes inside the nefa will remain invisible. The inner lining of nefa is made of
chemically coated Khadi bunting that reduces the friction from the ropes and prevent damage to
the flag's fabric. Nefa has been provided in the tri-color so as to merge with the colors of the
flag.
***
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Pride and patriotism, the collective spirit of Indian-ness and the heritage artisanal craft of Khadi,
brought the nation together in saluting the world’s largest National Flag, made of Khadi cotton
fabric today at Leh. Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has prepared the
Monumental Khadi National Flag to pay the highest respects to Mahatma Gandhi, who gifted
Khadi, the most eco-friendly fabric to the world.
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The flag was unveiled by Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh Shri RK Mathur, who said the
Monumental National Flag would bind every Indian together with the patriotic spirit. Chairman
KVIC Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, MP from Ladakh Shri JT Namgyal and Chief of Army Staff
General MM Narawane were present on the occasion.
The Monumental National Flag measures 225 feet long, 150 feet wide and weighs (approx.)
1400 kg. Making of this monumental National Flag has created nearly 3500 man hours of
additional work for Khadi artisans and allied workers. A whopping 4600 meters of hand-spun,
hand-woven Khadi cotton bunting has been used in making the flag which covers the total area
of 33,750 square feet. The Ashok Chakra in the flag measures a diameter of 30 feet. It took 49
days for 70 Khadi artisans to prepare this flag.
KVIC has conceptualized and prepared the flag to celebrate “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”, the 75
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years of Independence. Since, handling and displaying the National Flag of this dimension
required utmost care and precision, KVIC has handed over the flag to the Indian Army. The
Army has displayed the flag on a hilltop in the main Leh city. The Army has prepared a frame to
display the flag so that it does not touch the ground.
The flag has been divided into 9 equal parts weighing 100 kg each and each part measures 50 x
75 feet. Nefa has been provided on all four sides that contains 12 mm rope. A total of 12 high
quality nylon ropes - i.e. 3 ropes each on top & bottom sides and 3 ropes on left & right sides
have been provided with the breaking load capacity of approx. 3000 Kgs.
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Further, each rope has a loop on both the ends that can collectively hold the weight of the flag.
These parts have been stitched together to make the flag and joints have been stitched in such
way that the ropes inside the nefa will remain invisible. The inner lining of nefa is made of
chemically coated Khadi bunting that reduces the friction from the ropes and prevent damage to
the flag's fabric. Nefa has been provided in the tri-color so as to merge with the colors of the
flag.
***
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CENTRE ROLLS OUT NEW SURVEY TO MAP JOB
CREATION IN THE INFORMAL SECTOR
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues Related to Poverty, Inclusion, Employment & Sustainable Development
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NEW DELHI : The Union government on Sunday rolled out a nationwide survey to map
employment generation in the unorganized sector and establishments deploying less than 10
workers.
The labour bureau, the data and statistics wing of the Union labour ministry will collect samples
from all states and present quarterly reports.
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This will be the second quarterly employment survey conducted by the labour ministry.
The first survey tapped formal sector establishments employing 10 or more people. The FY22
first quarter results have been made public. The results of the present survey, the Area Frame
Establishment Survey (AFES), will be out by December. The Union government is in favour of
evidence-based policymaking and data from both the formal and informal sectors will be helpful,
said labour and employment minister Bhupender Yadav.
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“The Union minister flagged off the field work of AFES at Shram Bureau Bhawan, Chandigarh,
today on the occasion of 101st Foundation Day of labour bureau. Data on all aspects of labour is
crucial and scientifically collected data is the bedrock of any evidence-based policymaking, the
minister said," according to the labour ministry. “With the increasing importance of data, coupled
with India being a labour abundant nation, a dedicated organization for labour and price
statistics such as the labour bureau merits strengthening and full support."
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From the first quarter of FY23, AFES and the Quarterly Employment Survey are likely to be
merged to present one report where job creation numbers in both the formal and informal
sectors will be presented together.
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“A holistic view on jobs sector and employment generation will be beneficial in policymaking and
in having a clear picture of the labour market. Both the quarterly surveys put together will collect
data from around 150,000 small, medium, large and very large establishments" said a
government official. “Like the previous survey, the informal sector survey has also been
designed by veteran labour economist and statistician S.P. Mukherjee," he said.
Led by technology-related jobs, employment in nine key sectors including manufacturing, IT and
financial services grew at an average annual pace of 3.42% since 2014, the labour ministry had
said last week on the basis of the results of a quarterly government survey that was revived after
nearly four years. The estimates that follow a survey of 10,900 establishments showed that
these sectors, including manufacturing, technology, financial services and trade, employed 30.8
million people at the end of June, up 29% from 23.7 million at the end of March 2014, when the
survey was last conducted.
On Sunday, the minister also held discussions with Haryana labour minister Anoop Dhanak, and
labour secretaries and officials from Punjab, Haryana, Himachal, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh
and Chandigarh on the progress of registration in the unorganized sector database. Over 25
million informal sector workers have registered in the database since 26 August, when it was set
up.
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REIMAGINING FOOD SYSTEMS WITH LESSONS FROM
INDIA
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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The first and historic United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) 2021 which was held in
September this year, concluded after an intense ‘bottom-up’ process conceived in 2019 by UN
Secretary-General António Guterres to find solutions and ‘catalyse momentum’ to transform the
way the world produces, consumes, and thinks about food and help address rising hunger.

The long road to food security
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In terms of larger goals, the food system transformation is considered essential in achieving the
sustainable development agenda 2030. This makes strong sense as 11 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) out of 17 are directly related to the food system.

The summit involved several activities before the run-up to the meeting of the Head of States on
September 23. While the dialogues on the five tracks identified have been under way for the
past 18 months, the world has seen the fragility and vulnerability of food systems, highlighted by
the disruptive impact of the COVID-19 pandemic that is projected to double the global hunger
figure.
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Why the Food Systems Summit and what is the expectation from its outcome? Global food
systems — the networks that are needed to produce and transform food, and ensure it reaches
consumers, or the paths that food travels from production to plate — are in a state of crisis in
many countries affecting the poor and the vulnerable. The flaws in food systems affect us all, but
most of all they are affecting 811 million people in the world who go to bed hungry each night.
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The summit created a mechanism for serious debates involving UN member states, civil society,
non-governmental organisations, academics, researchers, individuals, and the private sector,
which is to evolve transformative themes and ideas for reimagining food systems to enhance
satisfaction of all stakeholders including future generations. The debate and response focused
on five identified action tracks namely: Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all; Shift to
sustainable consumption patterns; Boost nature-positive production; Advance equitable
livelihoods, and Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks, and stress.
What explains India’s poor rank under the Global Hunger Index, and what are the solutions?
The summit provided a historic opportunity to empower all people to leverage the power of food
systems to drive our recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and get us back on track to achieve
all 17 SDGs by 2030.
The Statement of Action emerging from the summit offers a concise set of ambitious, high-level
principles and areas for action to support the global call to “Build back better” after the COVID19 pandemic.
India constituted an inter-departmental group under the Chairmanship of one of us , with
representatives from the Ministries of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Rural Development, and
others. Delhi-based U.N. agencies namely the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the
World Food Programme (WFP), and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
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were also actively involved in the dialogue process. The group conducted national dialogues
with various stakeholders of agri-food systems to explore national pathways towards creating
sustainable and equitable food systems in India. Several individuals and civil society
organisations contributed ideas to the portal which was created for this purpose.
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There are lessons from India’s tryst with food insecurity. Several themes that have emerged in
the discussions and dialogues leading up to the summit find resonance with India’s past and
ongoing journey towards creating and improving food and livelihood security. The long journey
from chronic food shortage to surplus food producer offers several interesting lessons for other
developing countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America in the area of land reforms, public
investments, institutional infrastructure, new regulatory systems, public support, and intervention
in agri markets and prices and agri research and extension.
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Also read | U.N. warns hunger is expected to rise in 23 global hotspots

The period between 1991 to 2015, saw the diversification of agriculture beyond field crops and
brought greater focus on the horticulture, dairy, animal husbandry, and fishery sectors. The
learnings encompassed elements of nutritional health, food safety and standards, sustainability,
deployment of space technology, and the like.
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One of India's greatest contributions to equity in food is its National Food Security Act 2013 that
anchors the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), the Mid-Day meals (MDM), and the
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS). Today, India’s food safety nets collectively reach
over a billion people.
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Food safety nets and inclusion are linked with public procurement and buffer stock policy. This
was visible during the global food crises 2008-2012 and more recently during the COVID-19
pandemic fallout, whereby vulnerable and marginalised families in India continued to be buffered
against the food crisis by its robust TPDS and buffer stock of food grains.
Global hunger could double due to COVID-19 blow, says U.N.
A look at the challenges and the way forward towards 2050. Climate change and unsustainable
use of land and water resources are the most formidable challenges food systems face today.
The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report has set the alarm bells
ringing, highlighting the urgency to act now.
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Dietary diversity, nutrition, and related health outcomes are another area of concern as a focus
on rice and wheat has created nutritional challenges of its own. India has taken a bold decision
to fortify rice supplied through the Public Distribution System with iron. Agricultural research
institutes are about to release varieties of many crops having much higher nutrition as a longterm solution for undernutrition and malnutrition.
It is ironic that despite being a net exporter and food surplus country at the aggregate level, India
has a 50% higher prevalence of undernutrition compared to the world average. But the
proportion of the undernourished population declined from 21.6% during 2004-06 to 15.4%
during 2018-20. The high prevalence of undernutrition in the country does not seem to be due to
food shortage or the low availability of food. The Government of India and States are seriously
concerned about this paradoxical situation of being food surplus and at the same time, having
15% of the population undernourished. They are trying to address other possible reasons for low
nutrition through several nutritional interventions. As announced recently, the supply of fortified
rice in PDS and Poshan Abhiyan are the two steps among many to address the challenge of
undernutrition and malnutrition.
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An invisible humanitarian crisis in India
Reducing food wastage or loss of food is a mammoth challenge and is linked to the efficiency of
the food supply chain. Food wastage in India exceeds 1-lakh crore.
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Why the world must eliminate hunger is the next point. An alarming escalation in global hunger
is unfolding, with the ‘dramatic worsening’ of world hunger in 2020, much of it likely related to the
fallout of COVID-19. While the pandemic’s impact has yet to be fully mapped, ‘The State of Food
Security and Nutrition in the World’ report, estimates that around a tenth of the global population
was undernourished last year.
The road to zero hunger by 2030
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It is important to reiterate that hunger and food insecurity are key drivers of conflict and
instability across the world. ‘Food is peace’, is a catchphrase often used to highlight how hunger
and conflict feed on each other. The Nobel Peace Prize 2020 conferred on the United Nations
WFP highlighted the importance of addressing hunger to prevent conflicts and create stability.
The citation communiqué articulated this well by quoting the line: “Until the day we have a
medical vaccine, food is the best vaccine against chaos.”
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We are on the cusp of a transformation to make the world free of hunger by 2030 and deliver
promises for SDGs, with strong cooperation and partnership between governments, citizens,
civil society organisations, and the private sector. We must collaborate to invest, innovate, and
create lasting solutions in sustainable agriculture contribution to equitable livelihood, food
security, and nutrition. India has so much to offer from its successes, and learning also, to
prepare itself for the next 20 to 30 years. This surely requires reimagining the food system
towards the goal of balancing growth and sustainability, mitigating climate change, ensuring
healthy, safe, quality, and affordable food, maintaining biodiversity, improving resilience, and
offering an attractive income and work environment to smallholders and youth. Achieving the
goal of “Advancing equitable livelihood” requires that the food systems transformation is
anchored around small- and medium-scale production, family farmers, indigenous peoples,
women, and workers in food value chains.
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Bishow Parajuli is United Nations World Food Programme India Representative and Country
Director. Ramesh Chand is Member, NITI Aayog and India’s Convenor of the National Dialogue
on Food Systems Summit
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Date : 2021-10-05

SEYCHELLES’ TAX INSPECTORS WITHOUT BORDERS
(TIWB) PROGRAMME LAUNCHED IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH INDIA
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Public Finance, Taxation & Black
Money incl. Government Budgeting
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Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), a joint initiative of the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),
launched its programme in Seychelles on 4th October, 2021. India was chosen as the Partner
Administration and has provided Tax Expert for this programme.
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This programme is expected to be of 12 months duration during which India, in collaboration
with the TIWB Secretariat and support of the UNDP Country Office in Mauritius and Seychelles,
aims to aid Seychelles in strengthening its tax administration by transferring technical know-how
and skills to its tax auditors through sharing of best audit practices. The focus of the programme
will be on Transfer Pricing cases of tourism and financial services sectors.
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Shri J.B. Mohapatra, Chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) attended the launch
through videoconferencing along with Mr. Patrick Payet, Secretary of State, Ministry of Finance,
Economic Planning & Trade of the Government of Seychelles; Mrs. Veronique Herminie,
Commissioner General of Seychelles Revenue Commission; Mr. Ben Dickinson, Head of Global
Relations and Development Division of the Centre for Tax Policy and Administration at the
OECD; Ms. Rusudan Kemularia, Head of the TIWB Secretariat; and other senior officers of
Seychelles, UNDP, OECD, TIWB Secretariat and Foreign Tax & Tax Research Division of
CBDT.
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This programme is the sixth TIWB programme which India has supported by providing Tax
Expert.

****
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RM/KMN

Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), a joint initiative of the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),
launched its programme in Seychelles on 4th October, 2021. India was chosen as the Partner
Administration and has provided Tax Expert for this programme.
This programme is expected to be of 12 months duration during which India, in collaboration
with the TIWB Secretariat and support of the UNDP Country Office in Mauritius and Seychelles,
aims to aid Seychelles in strengthening its tax administration by transferring technical know-how
and skills to its tax auditors through sharing of best audit practices. The focus of the programme
will be on Transfer Pricing cases of tourism and financial services sectors.
Shri J.B. Mohapatra, Chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) attended the launch
through videoconferencing along with Mr. Patrick Payet, Secretary of State, Ministry of Finance,
Economic Planning & Trade of the Government of Seychelles; Mrs. Veronique Herminie,
Commissioner General of Seychelles Revenue Commission; Mr. Ben Dickinson, Head of Global
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Relations and Development Division of the Centre for Tax Policy and Administration at the
OECD; Ms. Rusudan Kemularia, Head of the TIWB Secretariat; and other senior officers of
Seychelles, UNDP, OECD, TIWB Secretariat and Foreign Tax & Tax Research Division of
CBDT.

****
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This programme is the sixth TIWB programme which India has supported by providing Tax
Expert.
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Date : 2021-10-06

WHY INDIA'S AMBITIOUS ETHANOL PLAN MAY SPARK
FOOD SECURITY FEARS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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In June, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s administration accelerated the nation’s ethanol goal by
five years
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India’s ambitious plan to cut the use of fossil fuels by promoting ethanol derived from rice, corn
and sugar is drawing criticism from some experts who warn the move could undermine food
security in the world’s second-most populous country.
In June, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s administration accelerated the nation’s ethanol goal by
five years, seeking to double production and to have gasoline 20% blended with the spirit by
2025. To help meet the target, the government is offering financial assistance to biofuel
producers and faster environmental clearances. The plan is also resulting in the diversion of
food grains meant for the poor to companies at subsidized rates.
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Even as many developed countries debate limiting policy support for grain-based biofuels amid
reports of food-price increases and greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation, India is
seeing multifold benefits. The government argues that the new target will help the world’s thirdlargest oil consumer save 300 billion rupees ($4 billion) annually by cutting crude imports,
reduce carbon emissions and boost farmers’ incomes.
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But critics say it’s a self-goal for a country that’s struggled for years to feed its poor. Though the
Green Revolution helped boost farm yields and turn India into a net exporter of wheat and rice, it
still ranks 94th on the Global Hunger Index 2020 comprising 107 nations. The Food and
Agriculture Organization estimates that about 209 million Indians, or about 15% of its population,
were undernourished between 2018 and 2020. The coronavirus pandemic is also pushing more
people into poverty, dealing a blow to decades of progress.

cr

“It will always be the poor who will be affected worse as a result of diverting precious food grains
to alternative energy conversion," said Shanthu Shantharam, who helped formulate the
country’s biotechnology regulations in the 1990s and now teaches agricultural biotech at the
University of Maryland Eastern Shore. “As it is, the food security situation in the country is
precarious."
The report that maps out the new ethanol blending target primarily focuses on food-based
feedstocks, with the government saying the program is a “strategic requirement" in light of grain
surpluses and wide availability of technologies. Yet the blueprint is a departure from the 2018
National Policy on Biofuels, which prioritized grasses and algae; cellulosic material such as
bagasse, farm and forestry residue; and, items like straw from rice, wheat and corn.
“India has a real opportunity here to become a global leader in sustainable biofuels policy if it
chooses to refocus on ethanol made from wastes," said Stephanie Searle, fuels program
director at the International Council on Clean Transportation. “This would bring both strong
climate and air quality benefits, since these wastes are currently often burned, contributing to
smog."
Water Crisis
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The new ethanol policy should ensure that it doesn’t drive farmers toward water-intensive crops
and create a water crisis in a country where its shortage is already acute, said Ramya
Natarajan, an energy researcher at the Centre for Study of Science, Technology and Policy, a
think tank in Bengaluru. Rice and sugar cane, along with wheat, consume about 80% of India’s
irrigation water.
“With our depleting groundwater resources, arable land constraints, erratic monsoons, and
dropping crop yields due to climate change, food production must be prioritized over crops for
fuel," Natarajan said.
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A ton of corn can typically produce about 350 liters of ethanol, while a similar quantity of rice can
yield about 450 liters of the spirit.
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Even in the U.S., food-versus-fuel fights have flared intermittently. Some say the domestic fossilfuel industry’s embrace of climate-friendly fuels has diverted corn and soy meal used to bulk up
chickens and hogs, and made them more expensive. For instance, demand for soy oil has
pushed futures up about 80% in the past 12 months, while the fast-food industry has complained
of paying more for everyday items such as mayonnaise.
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These days, many developed countries are focusing more on electric vehicles to cut carbon
emissions. The Biden administration’s infrastructure proposal has set aside $174 billion of
investments in EVs, including subsidies, but relatively little for biofuels. India, which is also
seeking to promote EVs, shouldn’t focus on both policies at the same time as they aren’t
complementary, said Kushankur Dey, chairman of the Centre for Food and Agribusiness
Management at the Indian Institute of Management, Lucknow.

ac
k

The push for ethanol poses no threat to India’s food security because the government has
enough stockpiles of grains at warehouses of the state-run Food Corp. of India, said Sudhanshu
Pandey, the top bureaucrat at the food ministry in New Delhi.
“The long-term planning of the government involves the creation of sufficient capacities so that
half of the requirement of 20% blending is catered by grains, predominantly maize and the rest
by sugar cane," Pandey said.
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State reserves stood at 21.8 million tons of rice as of Sept. 1, against a requirement of 13.54
million tons, according to the food ministry. The blending plan would benefit corn and rice
farmers, while addressing the issue of surplus, Pandey said.
Some critics are concerned that food grains meant for the impoverished are being sold to
distilleries at prices cheaper than what states pay for their public distribution networks. Many
ethanol producers are getting rice at 2,000 rupees per 100 kilograms (220 pounds), which
compares with an estimated 4,300 rupees Food Corp. of India pays to stock up the grain.
“Competition between the distilleries and the public distribution system for subsidized food
grains could have adverse consequences for the rural poor and expose them to enhanced risk
of hunger," said Prabhu Pingali, professor of applied economics and director of the Tata-Cornell
Institute for Agriculture and Nutrition at Cornell University.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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Date : 2021-10-07

GOVT ALLOWS 100% FDI IN TELECOM SECTOR
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Mobilization of resources incl. Savings, Borrowings & External
Resources

A press note clarifies that the licensing, security and any other terms and conditions as specified
by DoT from time to time, shall be observed by licensee/entities providing services as well as
investors
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The government on Wednesday raised foreign direct investment limit in telecom sector through
the automatic route to 100% from 49% earlier with riders, in sync with the Cabinet approval last
month for a package to salvage the beleaguered telecom sector.

S.
co

However, the Press Note 4 of 2021 series issued by the Department of Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) said this will be subject to press note 3 of 2020 series which
mandates that all foreign investments from countries with which India shares land border or
where the beneficial owner of an investment into India is situated in, can invest only under the
government route. Government brought in this regulation last year after clashes with Chinese
troops in the Galwan valley killed 20 Indian soldiers.
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All telecom services including telecom infrastructure providers such as “Basic, Cellular, United
Access Services, Unified license (Access services), Unified License, National/International Long
Distance, Commercial V-Sat, Public Mobile Radio Trunked Services (PMRTS), Global Mobile
Personal Communications Services (GMPCS), all types of ISP licenses, Voice
Mail/Audiotex/UMS, Resale of IPLC, Mobile Number Portability services, Infrastructure Provider
Category-I (providing dark fibre, right of way, duct space, tower), Other Service Providers and
such other services as may be permitted by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT)" have
been allowed 100% FDI through automatic route.
However, the press note clarified that the licensing, security and any other terms and conditions
as specified by Department of Telecommunications from time to time, shall be observed by
licensee/entities providing services as well as investors.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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NEW RULES TO AID BANKRUPTCY RESOLUTION
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Banking, NPAs and RBI

The changes are bound to make the rescue of bankrupt companies more organized, said
experts

m

NEW DELHI : Rule changes that the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) introduced
last week are set to bring greater regulatory oversight into the conduct of lenders deciding on the
rescue of bankrupt companies and speed up the resolution process, experts said.
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The committee of creditors and its members should exercise their powers under the bankruptcy
code in line with IBBI regulations, according to amendments to regulations on ‘Insolvency
Resolution Process for Corporate Persons’ introduced on 30 September.
The amendments also limit to one each the number of changes that the resolution professional
hired by the panel of lenders is allowed to make to the document inviting expressions of interest
from investors and, subsequently, to requests for resolution plans.
The changes are bound to make the rescue of bankrupt companies more organized, experts
said. Delays in rescuing companies that end up in bankruptcy tribunals has been a major worry
for policymakers, as was recently highlighted by a parliamentary panel.
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Changes to the regulation relating to committees of creditors (CoCs) bring it within IBBI’s
regulatory fold and may result in the resolution process being more organized and regulated,
thus increasing the credibility of the process, explained Divakar Vijayasarathy, founder and
managing partner, DVS Advisors LLP, a consultancy.
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“With the caps (on modification of invitation for expressions of interest and the request for
resolution plans) in effect, we may see the resolution process being completed within a
reasonable time-frame, increasing the sanctity of the entire regulations," said Vijayasarathy.
One could anticipate an improvement in the corporate bankruptcy resolution process and its
timelines, said Daizy Chawla, senior partner at law firm Singh & Associates.
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An important change introduced is the ‘challenge mechanism’ according to which bidders will be
given a chance to improve their plan if they want to, based on the resolution plan received from
other resolution applicants, said Chawla.
“This will also reduce the litigation filed before the adjudicating authority due to the clarity in
place," said Chawla.
Allowing applicants to improve their resolution plans is seen as an attempt to improve
transparency and maximize value, said Vijayasarathy.
Improvements in the outcome of efforts to rescue bankrupt businesses and the time taken for it
are likely to make the bankruptcy code more effective.
The parliamentary standing committee on finance headed by Bharatiya Janata Party leader
Jayant Sinha had in August flagged the delays in the bankruptcy resolution process. In its report
tabled in Parliament, the committee had said that haircuts taken by lenders were as much as
95% in some cases and more than 71% of the cases were pending for more than 180 days.
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SEEDING A DATA REVOLUTION IN INDIAN
AGRICULTURE
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: E-technology in the aid of farmers
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In June this year, two significant documents relating to the Indian agriculture sector were
released. The first is a consultation paper on the India Digital Ecosystem of Agriculture (IDEA)
from the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare (MoA&FW) and the second on Indian
Agriculture: Ripe for Disruption from a private organisation, Bain and Company. The first talks
about a digital revolution in the agriculture sector and later predicts a revolutionary investment
growth in agri-logistics, offtake, and agri-input delivery by 2025; these are, surprisingly, highly
complementary. The fact is that every segment of present-day life is data-hungry. The MoA&FW
report describes creating data to fuel the growth predicted by Bain and Company.
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The Bain report is a data-based prediction on agri-business scenarios, anchored to the
agricultural set-up at present and predicting its future trajectories in another 20 years. It includes
targeting the production of alternative proteins, and food cell-based food/ingredients and
initiating ocean farming, etc. The report has a ‘today forward– future back approach’ and
predicts a drastic investment opportunity development by 2025. The agriculture sector (currently
worth $370 billion), is estimated to receive an additional $35 billion investment. The two enabling
conditions for such investment opportunities are the changes in the regulatory framework,
especially recent changes in the Farm Acts and digital disruption. The report argues that
benefiting from the huge investments into the agri-ecosystem, doubling farmers’ income targets
can be achieved in near future.
Also read | ‘Centre’s digital agri proposals raise concerns of farmer exploitation’
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The IDEA-consulting paper is based on the Task Force and Working Group report constituted by
the MoA&FW to design the blueprint of “digital agriculture” — which is similar to the digital
disruption mentioned in the Bain report. Eventually, the farmer and the improvement of farmers’
livelihood is the aim of the IDEA concept and it is proposed to happen through tight integration of
agri-tech innovation and the agriculture industry ecosystem to farming and food systems. To be
precise, the IDEA concept profounds the creation of second enabling conditions (which is
described in the Bain report). The IDEA principles explicitly talk about openness of data, which
means open to businesses and farmers, indicating the kind of integration it aims at.
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Value-added innovative services by agri-tech industries and start-ups are an integral part of the
IDEA architecture. Beyond the architecture, these services listed in the document (to be
available on the platform) are equally important data for farmers and businesses. The Indian
agriculture sector in future will encompass farm to fork and pave the way for a single national
market with a national platform with better connection between producer and consumers.
Through their work, the management experts, Parijat Jain, Prashant Sarin and Shalabh
Singawne (the authors of the Bain report) have depicted the agriculture reforms announced by
the union government as a game-changer in the agriculture sector.
The IT industry has opposition to IDEA mainly due to the ethics of creating a Unique Farmer ID
based on one’s Aadhaar number and also the potential for data misuse. Beyond the news
coverage about the prospects of achieving the goal of Doubling Farmers Income on which the
present government has almost lost its hope, the Bain report has not been widely discussed —
at least in the public domain. The assumptions used by authors of the Bain report, especially for
its ‘future back approach’, need more or less focusing on widespread food production in
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controlled environments. No doubt, the emission, energy, and other resource footprints and
sustainability issues around these techniques must be carefully studied to confirm the projected
trajectory (which is not a part of the report). However, the report has convincingly demonstrated
the business opportunity available in supply chains between farm to Agricultural Produce Market
Committee (APMC) mandi and mandi to the customer, which can be realised with the support of
digital disruption and the latest agriculture reforms.
No landless farmers in new database
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Both these reports heavily rely on digital disruption to improve farmers’ livelihoods, without
discussing how much farmers will be prepared to benefit from these newly emerging business
environments. Hinting that the Union government is serious about this digital support to the
agriculture sector — the Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh
Tomar, has emphasised the significance of the farmer’s database being prepared and has
sought the support of States.
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However, the fact is that a majority of small and marginal farmers are not technology-savvy.
That most of them are under-educated for capacity building is ignored amidst these ambitious
developments. The Bain report relies on the general assumption that more investments into the
agriculture sector will benefit farmers; ‘but how’ has not been convincingly answered. Similarly,
how the technology fix will help resolve all the nine issues of Indian agriculture listed at the
beginning of the report is unclear in the IDEA concept. Together, the two reports look forward to
benefiting from the recent agriculture legislature changes without perceiving the capacitybuilding required at a farmer’s end. Politically, these two reports ignore the protest of farmers
against the reforms without considering it as a barrier or risk factor resulting in a repealing of
these new farm laws.
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While agreeing on the fact that a data revolution is inevitable in the agriculture sector, given its
socio-political complexities, we cannot just count on technology fixes and agri-business
investments for improving farmers’ livelihoods. There need to be immense efforts to improve the
capacities of the farmers in India – at least until the educated young farmers replace the existing
under-educated small and medium farmers. This capacity building can be done through a mixed
approach – preferably building the capacities of individual farmers or coping with the new
situation by establishing support systems, through FPOs and other farmers associations where
technical support is available for farmers. Considering the size of the agriculture sector of the
country this is not going to be an easy task but would need a separate programme across the
country with considerable investment.
Jayahari K.M. is India Country Coordinator of the Food and Landuse Coalition. A. Arunachalam
is Director of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)-Central Agroforestry Research
Institute
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MINISTRY OF TEXTILES AND GIZ SIGNS AN MOUON
IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT OF INDO GERMAN
TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROJECT ON
‘SUSTAINABILITY AND VALUE ADDED IN THE COTTON
ECONOMY’
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Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Planning & Economic Reforms
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As part of the Indo German Development cooperation framework, the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) has collaborated with Ministry of Textiles (MoT)
supported by Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare (MoAFW). An MOU was signed between
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur InternationaleZusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the Ministry of Textiles Govt.
of India on Implementation Agreement of Indo German Technical Cooperation Project on
‘Sustainability and Value Added in the Cotton Economy’ here today. The objective of the project is
`to increase the value addition from sustainable cotton production in India by focusing on
sustainable cotton, and strengthening of downstream processing’. It is focussing on 4 majorly
cotton producing states- Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu and will work
closely with them and the related agencies. The MoU was signed by Shri Sanjay Sharan, Joint.
Secretary on behalf of Ministry of Textiles andMrMohd. -El-Khawab, Programme Coordinator GIZ
India and Dr. Rossitza Krueger, Programme Head, Sustainable Cotton Project, GIZ, in the
presence of Minister of State for Textiles, Smt. DarshnaVikramJardosh, who presided over the
event and Shri U. P. Singh Secretary, Ministry of Textiles.

Speaking on the occasion Smt. DarshnaJardosh said that the GIZ project is aimed at increasing
volume of cotton production at least on 90,000 hac with participation of 1.50 lakh cotton farmers
with yield increase by 10%. This will enable capacity building of the 1.50 lakh farmers&
entrepreneurs of which about 30% will be women beneficiaries.
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The Minister mentioned that India is the largest cotton producer in the world and also the 2nd
largest consumer of cotton in the world with estimated consumption of 303 lakh bales (5.15 Million
Metric Tones i.e. 20% of world cotton consumption of 1505 lakh bales (25.59 Million Metric
Tones)It plays a major role in sustaining thelivelihood of an estimated 6 Million cotton farmers and
about 50 Million people engaged inrelatedactivity suchascotton processing & trade.
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She further stated that the GIZ project will also help in enhancing employment and women
empowerment in training and capacity building on sustainable cotton growing practices by
innovation in new cotton processing procedures and ginning etc.
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Shri U. P. Singh in his address said that today being the ‘World Cotton Day’ is an important day
for the Ministry of Textiles. He said that cotton is important cash crop and the entire edifice of
Textile Industry depend on natural fibers likecotton, jute and wool. He said that development
without sustainability has lost value in current scenario. The Secretary informed that focusof
project is to work with major global textile companies to create the “pull” factor for improved market
access by the farmers for their sustainably grown cotton. The project envisages promotion of
sustainable cotton cultivation methods emphasizing on implementation of good agriculture
practices, he added.
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The project follows "From shelf to field” approach, with the strategy to link consumers to the
cotton growers in India and work along the entire supply chain. The project is also focusing on
creation and promotion of transparency about the prevalence and application of internationally
recognized/accepted sustainability standards and promoting measures that reduce the water
footprint in cotton production. This will help reduce vulnerability of cotton sector to everincreasing water-stress worsened by climate vagaries.

ac
k

The Ministry of Textiles, as the lead partner on the Indian government side, guides the project
on main intervention areas based on its vision for textiles in India, through the establishment and
convening of the project Steering Committee for project progress review and guide the project
implementation. MoT enables the interface and coordination with the project nodal officers in the
4 states of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh. MoT participates in the
various International Textile Conferences and major GIZ organised events for sharing the Indian
experiences and best practices, especially those emerging from this join Indo-German
collaboration project. It also holds meetings with the GIZ project team for assessing technical
progress, identify best practices and mapping key impact-results from time to time. This provides
Ministry the evidence based best practices for mainstreaming and scaling up and in need-based
policy changes.
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The GIZ project envisages increase volume of cotton production atleast on 90,000 hac with
participation of 1.50 lakh cotton farmers with yield increase by 10%.

*****
DJN/TFK
As part of the Indo German Development cooperation framework, the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) has collaborated with Ministry of Textiles (MoT)
supported by Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare (MoAFW). An MOU was signed between
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur InternationaleZusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the Ministry of Textiles Govt.
of India on Implementation Agreement of Indo German Technical Cooperation Project on
‘Sustainability and Value Added in the Cotton Economy’ here today. The objective of the project is
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`to increase the value addition from sustainable cotton production in India by focusing on
sustainable cotton, and strengthening of downstream processing’. It is focussing on 4 majorly
cotton producing states- Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu and will work
closely with them and the related agencies. The MoU was signed by Shri Sanjay Sharan, Joint.
Secretary on behalf of Ministry of Textiles andMrMohd. -El-Khawab, Programme Coordinator GIZ
India and Dr. Rossitza Krueger, Programme Head, Sustainable Cotton Project, GIZ, in the
presence of Minister of State for Textiles, Smt. DarshnaVikramJardosh, who presided over the
event and Shri U. P. Singh Secretary, Ministry of Textiles.
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Speaking on the occasion Smt. DarshnaJardosh said that the GIZ project is aimed at increasing
volume of cotton production at least on 90,000 hac with participation of 1.50 lakh cotton farmers
with yield increase by 10%. This will enable capacity building of the 1.50 lakh farmers&
entrepreneurs of which about 30% will be women beneficiaries.
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The Minister mentioned that India is the largest cotton producer in the world and also the 2nd
largest consumer of cotton in the world with estimated consumption of 303 lakh bales (5.15 Million
Metric Tones i.e. 20% of world cotton consumption of 1505 lakh bales (25.59 Million Metric
Tones)It plays a major role in sustaining thelivelihood of an estimated 6 Million cotton farmers and
about 50 Million people engaged inrelatedactivity suchascotton processing & trade.
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She further stated that the GIZ project will also help in enhancing employment and women
empowerment in training and capacity building on sustainable cotton growing practices by
innovation in new cotton processing procedures and ginning etc.
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Shri U. P. Singh in his address said that today being the ‘World Cotton Day’ is an important day
for the Ministry of Textiles. He said that cotton is important cash crop and the entire edifice of
Textile Industry depend on natural fibers likecotton, jute and wool. He said that development
without sustainability has lost value in current scenario. The Secretary informed that focusof
project is to work with major global textile companies to create the “pull” factor for improved market
access by the farmers for their sustainably grown cotton. The project envisages promotion of
sustainable cotton cultivation methods emphasizing on implementation of good agriculture
practices, he added.

The project follows "From shelf to field” approach, with the strategy to link consumers to the
cotton growers in India and work along the entire supply chain. The project is also focusing on
creation and promotion of transparency about the prevalence and application of internationally
recognized/accepted sustainability standards and promoting measures that reduce the water
footprint in cotton production. This will help reduce vulnerability of cotton sector to everincreasing water-stress worsened by climate vagaries.
The Ministry of Textiles, as the lead partner on the Indian government side, guides the project
on main intervention areas based on its vision for textiles in India, through the establishment and
convening of the project Steering Committee for project progress review and guide the project
implementation. MoT enables the interface and coordination with the project nodal officers in the
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4 states of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh. MoT participates in the
various International Textile Conferences and major GIZ organised events for sharing the Indian
experiences and best practices, especially those emerging from this join Indo-German
collaboration project. It also holds meetings with the GIZ project team for assessing technical
progress, identify best practices and mapping key impact-results from time to time. This provides
Ministry the evidence based best practices for mainstreaming and scaling up and in need-based
policy changes.
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The GIZ project envisages increase volume of cotton production atleast on 90,000 hac with
participation of 1.50 lakh cotton farmers with yield increase by 10%.
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Date : 2021-10-08

SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURIINAUGURATES 62 PSA
OXYGEN PLANTS SET UP BY OIL AND GAS
COMPANIES
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable
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Union Petroleum and Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs minister Shri Hardeep Singh
Puri today inaugurated 62 Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) Medical Oxygen Generation Plants
installed in public health facilities across the country. The new PSA Plants installed in public
health facilities across the country will be a beacon of hope for Aatmanirbhar Bharat. The
inauguration of the medical oxygen plants took place in the presence of Mr RameswarTeli,
Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas& Labour and Employment, Mr Giriraj Singh,
Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, Mr Tarun Kapoor, Secretary, MoP&NG, Mr
S M Vaidya, Chairman, IndianOil and other dignitaries and senior officials from oil and gas
companies present across several states.

Addressing the gathering, Mr Hardeep Singh Puri said that the Oil & Gas fraternity of India has
risen to the occasion to reach out to fellow citizens and serve the people of India. "I am happy
that the Oil & Gas companies are carrying this mission forward to strengthen the medical oxygen
infrastructure of the country," said Mr Puri. He highlighted the vital role played by Oil and Gas
PSE's during the second wave of Covid-19, saying that these companies served the nation in
critical times by supplying High-purity oxygen from their refineries and converted several LNG
tankers into medical grade oxygen carriers to strengthen the medical oxygen logistics in the
country.
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Speaking on the occasion, Mr RameswarTeli said that Oil & Gas majors have been playing a
crucial role by supplying a significant part of Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO) national
requirements on a daily basis. He added that Petroleum Ministry and Oil & Gas PSEs are now
going further to strengthen Indian's medical oxygen resources and said that the 62 PSA Medical
Oxygen Plants shall meet the medical oxygen needs of over 11,000 beds across 62 hospitals in
several states. Mr Teli stated that MoP&NG is committed to contributing to this national crusade
against COVID-19 in every possible way.
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Union Petroleum and Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs minister Shri Hardeep Singh
Puri today inaugurated 62 Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) Medical Oxygen Generation Plants
installed in public health facilities across the country. The new PSA Plants installed in public
health facilities across the country will be a beacon of hope for Aatmanirbhar Bharat. The
inauguration of the medical oxygen plants took place in the presence of Mr RameswarTeli,
Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas& Labour and Employment, Mr Giriraj Singh,
Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, Mr Tarun Kapoor, Secretary, MoP&NG, Mr
S M Vaidya, Chairman, IndianOil and other dignitaries and senior officials from oil and gas
companies present across several states.
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Addressing the gathering, Mr Hardeep Singh Puri said that the Oil & Gas fraternity of India has
risen to the occasion to reach out to fellow citizens and serve the people of India. "I am happy
that the Oil & Gas companies are carrying this mission forward to strengthen the medical oxygen
infrastructure of the country," said Mr Puri. He highlighted the vital role played by Oil and Gas
PSE's during the second wave of Covid-19, saying that these companies served the nation in
critical times by supplying High-purity oxygen from their refineries and converted several LNG
tankers into medical grade oxygen carriers to strengthen the medical oxygen logistics in the
country.
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Speaking on the occasion, Mr RameswarTeli said that Oil & Gas majors have been playing a
crucial role by supplying a significant part of Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO) national
requirements on a daily basis. He added that Petroleum Ministry and Oil & Gas PSEs are now
going further to strengthen Indian's medical oxygen resources and said that the 62 PSA Medical
Oxygen Plants shall meet the medical oxygen needs of over 11,000 beds across 62 hospitals in
several states. Mr Teli stated that MoP&NG is committed to contributing to this national crusade
against COVID-19 in every possible way.
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Date : 2021-10-10

COAL SHORTAGE: AMID WARNING OF POWER CRISIS,
GOVT LIST 4 REASONS FOR DEPLETION OF STOCKS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable

The Power Ministry issued guidelines on October 8 for operationalising optimum utilization of
generating stations as per the requirements in the electricity grid

m

The Union Power Ministry has listed four reasons for the depletion of coal stocks, after chief
ministers of Delhi, Punjab and Andhra Pradesh flagged the issue of shortage of coal at power
plants.
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As per the release by the Ministry of Power, an inter-Ministerial sub-group led by the Ministry of
Coal has been monitoring the coal stock situation twice a week.
Reasons for the depletion of coal stocks

1) An unprecedented increase in demand for electricity.

2) Heavy rains in coal mine areas during September 2021.

3) An increase in prices of imported coal to an unprecedented high level.
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4) Non-building of adequate coal stocks before the onset of Monsoon
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"There are four reasons for the depletion of coal stocks at the power plant end- unprecedented
increase in demand for electricity due to the revival of the economy; heavy rains in coal mine
areas during September 2021 thereby adversely affecting the coal production as well as
despatch of coal from mines; increase in prices of imported coal to unprecedented high level
leading to a substantial reduction in power generation from imported coal-based power plants
leading to more dependence on domestic coal; non-building of adequate coal stocks before the
onset of Monsoon," read the release.

cr

There are also legacy issues of heavy dues of coal companies from certain states viz.,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, UP, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, the Power Ministry
said.
The Power Ministry pointed out that a surge in the revival of the economy after the second wave
of Covid led to an unprecedented increase in demand and consumption of electricity. "The daily
consumption of electricity has crossed beyond 4 Billion units per day and 65 per cent to 70 per
cent of the demand is being met by coal-fired power generation only, thereby increasing
dependence on coal," it said.
The Power Ministry issued guidelines on October 8 for operationalising optimum utilization of
generating stations as per the requirements in the electricity grid. These guidelines will enable
imported coal-based plants (having sufficient coal) to operate and ease out the burden on
domestic coal.
-With agency inputs
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WHY NATURAL GAS PRICES ARE SOARING AROUND
THE WORLD
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable
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This is supposed to be an off season. Winter is yet to set in. But natural gas prices soared over
the past few months, especially in Europe. The price of natural gas in Europe is now six times
higher than what it was last year. Across the continent, natural gas inventories are falling. On
Wednesday, the benchmark Dutch gas futures price jumped 40% in the morning trade to touch
€162.13 a megawatt-hour, an eight-year high, but reversed course after Russian President
Vladimir Putin assured Europe of supplies. But even after the day’s fall, gas prices in Europe
remained twice as high as they were a month earlier. And on Friday, prices started rising again.
What’s driving up the prices?
Supply constraints

IA

A host of reasons, from economic recovery to geopolitics, are attributed to the price rise. Global
energy demand fell last year when economies slipped into COVID-induced lockdowns. When
growth returned this year, especially to Asian economies, demand shot up and energy
producers struggled to meet the growing demand, pushing up prices. Even in the U.S., the
world’s largest natural gas producer, prices rose from $1.7 per million British thermal units on
March 31 to $6.3 per mBtu on Oct. 5. Europe, which is heavily dependent on imports to meet its
energy demand, was particularly hit hard.
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As part of Europe’s shift towards cleaner energy, many countries had moved away from coal to
gas to produce electricity. This increased Europe’s reliance on gas. On the other side, the
continent’s natural gas production has shrunk over the years, as many countries shut down
production fields over environmental concerns. If Europe’s natural gas production (excluding
Russia) was about 300 billion cubic metres in 2005, it fell to less than 200 bcm in 2021,
according to Rystad Energy. Norway, Europe’s main producer of natural gas, has seen its
production shrink from 117.6 bcm in 2015 to 105.3 bcm in 2021. This has left Europe largely
dependent on Russia.
Energy geopolitics

cr

As prices shot up amid growing worldwide demand and falling production in Europe, supplies
from Russia via a pipeline that passes through Ukraine and Poland also shrank, which made the
situation worse. Russia has built another gas pipeline, Nord Stream 2, which will take Russian
gas directly to Germany bypassing Ukraine and Poland, whose governments are critical of the
Kremlin. But supplies to Europe through Nord Stream 2 are yet to start as the pipeline is
awaiting approval from European authorities.
In the past when Europe’s energy demand shot up, Russia had stepped up supplies. But this
year, Gazprom, Russia’s state-controlled energy giant that supplies about 35% of Europe’s gas
requirements, has booked less additional exports than the traders wanted, adding pressure on
supplies. The International Energy Agency said this week Russian exports to Europe this year
were lower than they were in 2019. This has fuelled speculation that Mr. Putin is using the
energy crunch in Europe to get approval from the EU for the Nord Stream 2 pipeline. Several
countries in Europe as well as the U.S. remain critical of the pipeline, which they say would help
Russia enhance its leverage over the continent and would also allow Russia to economically
punish Ukraine and Poland. U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan told the BBC on
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Thursday any attempts by Russia to exploit the crisis would backfire.
Putin’s assurance
The Kremlin has dismissed such criticism, saying Russia has no role in the energy crunch. On
Wednesday, Mr. Putin said the amount of gas flowing through the operational pipeline is set to
exceed volumes agreed under Gazprom’s contract with Ukraine. He also said Russia could
“reach another record of deliveries of our energy resources to Europe, including gas”. This
temporarily calmed the markets.

Our code of editorial values

S.
co

m

But Mr. Putin didn’t say how Russia was going to step up supplies — through the existing
pipeline or Nord Stream 2? Russian officials have already said Gazprom can send more gas to
Europe if Nord Stream 2 comes online quickly. It is to be seen if additional supplies would be
tied to a quick approval for the pipeline. Furthermore, the Russian domestic gas market also
remains tight. Inventories are running low, and winter is coming, which would shoot up demand
constraining Russia’s export capacity. And demand is rising not only in Europe and the
Americas, but also in Asia. Coal shortages in India and China could drive up prices of natural
gas further.
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GLOBAL PACT MADE ON MINIMUM CORPORATE TAX
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Public Finance, Taxation & Black
Money incl. Government Budgeting

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen hailed it as a victory for American families as well as
international business.

m

“We’ve turned tireless negotiations into decades of increased prosperity — for both America and
the world. Today’s agreement represents a once-in-a-generation accomplishment for economic
diplomacy,” Ms Yellen said in a statement.
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The OECD said the minimum rate would see countries collect around $150 billion in new
revenues annually while taxing rights on more than $125 billion of profit would be shifted to
countries where big multinationals earn their income.
Ireland, Estonia and Hungary, all low tax countries, dropped their objections this week as a
compromise emerged on a deduction from the minimum rate for multinationals with real physical
business activities abroad.

IA

But some developing countries seeking a higher minimum tax rate say their interests have been
sidelined to accommodate the interests of richer countries like Ireland, which had refused to sign
a deal with a minimum tax rate higher than 15%.
Argentine Economy Minister Martin Guzman said on Thursday that proposals on the table forced
developing countries to chose between “something bad and something worse”.
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While Kenya, Nigeria and Sri Lanka did not back a previous version of the deal, Pakistan’s
abstention came as a surprise, one official briefed on the talks said. India also had qualms up to
the last minute, but ultimately backed the deal, they added.
There was also dissatisfaction among some campaign groups such as Oxfam which said the
deal would not end tax havens.
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“The tax devil is in the details, including a complex web of exemptions,” Oxfam tax policy lead
Susana Ruiz said.
“At the last minute a colossal 10-year grace period was slapped onto the global corporate tax of
15%, and additional loopholes leave it with practically no teeth,” Ms, Ruiz added in a statement.
The OECD said the deal would next go to the Group of 20 economic powers to formally endorse
at a finance ministers’ meeting in Washington on Oct. 13 and then on to a G20 leaders summit
at the end of the month in Rome for final approval. There remains some question about the U.S.
position, which depends in part on domestic tax reform negotiations in Congress.
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BABY STEPS WON'T TAKE RBI FAR IF INFLATION
MONSTER REAPPEARS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Banking, NPAs and RBI

m

India’s central bank is getting ready to unwind the unprecedented measures it has taken since
last year to limit the damage to the economy from the coronavirus pandemic. The question now
is whether the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is correct in adopting the baby steps approach yet
again.
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Recall that the RBI had adopted a similar baby steps approach a decade ago while withdrawing
the measures it took to offset the impact of the 2008 financial crisis. In hindsight, the then
governor, D. Subbarao, had later said that the central bank perhaps should have hastened a bit.
Governor Shaktikanta Das has a trickier situation than his predecessor.
On Friday, the central bank announced that it is ending its G-Sec Acquisition Programme (GSAP) through which it infused close to 2 trillion worth of durable liquidity in the first six months of
FY22. Step one of stopping liquidity injection has been taken. Economists believe that this would
be followed by a reverse repo rate hike in the December meeting of the monetary policy
committee (MPC) and finally a hike in the repo rate can be expected only in FY23.
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“The steps on the G-SAP and VRRRs should push effective rates up sustainably and will likely
be followed by reverse repo rate hikes (from 3.35% to 3.75%) over the December and February
meetings. This, we think, will then be followed by a change in the stance from accommodative to
neutral around the February/April meeting. Repo rate hikes will only follow in 2HFY22, in our
view," wrote those from HSBC Securities and Capital Markets (India) Pvt. Ltd in a note.
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In short, RBI would take more than a year to completely unwind its accommodative monetary
policy. Some economists warn that this timeline could stretch further. While avoiding fresh
injection of liquidity is easy, neutralizing the humongous surplus liquidity would be the biggest
challenge.
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, chief economist at State Bank of India, points out that the central bank’s
unwinding of $23 billion of forward dollars has resulted in liquidity injection. Further, the current
surplus is an unprecedented 9-10 trillion.
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“Given all this, the RBI’s attempt to bring down the reverse repo to 3-4 lakh crore in December
as the governor has stated from the current 8.8 lakh crore will be the most challenging," Ghosh
said in a report.
Fortnightly variable reverse repo rate (VRRR) auctions are tactical absorption tools and not
permanent neutralizing ones. Ghosh expects that the Reserve Bank of India won’t be able to
hike the reverse repo rate in December.
To be fair, RBI has made a strong case for a gradual approach in unwinding. It believes that the
growth recovery is still fragile and there is enough slack in the economy. Demand is yet to reach
pre-pandemic levels and capacity utilization remains far below the historic trend. Credit growth is
still tepid. Risks to global growth too have emerged and could rub off on the domestic economy.
A faster unwinding may cause disruptions in the financial market and may impact fund flow to
productive sectors. Economists too see merit in a gradual withdrawal given the financial market
disruption. But one cannot make an omelette without breaking an egg. The economic recovery
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will lead to an increase in inflation. RBI is betting that inflationary pressures, both from supply
side and from the recovery, do not get out of hand.
Can RBI go wrong in this assessment?
There are potential risks to RBI’s assumptions here. Asset price inflation is already becoming
stark, as bond yields surge worldwide and equity valuations back home seem frothy. Global
commodity prices are not expected to ease as supply bottlenecks could take time to get sorted.
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But perhaps a strong warning on prices can be seen in RBI’s own surveys. Its consumer
confidence survey shows that more Indians expect inflation to rise faster over the next one year.
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True, household inflation expectations for three-month ahead and one-year ahead are lower in
the current round compared with the previous one. That said, these expectations are still
elevated.
Inflationary pressures may be transitory but if inflation expectations are not, the RBI will face a
fresh problem.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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GOVT. NOD FOR FERTILIZER SUBSIDY
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Agriculture Issues and related constraints
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The Centre has approved an additional fertilizer subsidy of Rs. 28,655 crore for the rabi or winter
planting season, which runs from October 2021 to March 2022. The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs approved the new nutrient-based subsidy rates for phosphatic and potassic
fertilisers on Tuesday.
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Unlike urea where the Centre sets a fixed maximum retail price, non-urea fertilizer prices are
decontrolled, with the government fixing nutrient-based subsidy rates instead. The subsidy is
paid to fertilizer companies as compensation for selling their products to farmers below market
prices. Thus, the price a farmer pays for a 50-kg bag of di-ammonium phosphate (DAP), the
most popular fertilizer after urea, would continue to remain at Rs. 1,200. The increased subsidy
would offset the hike in global rates of DAP, nitrogen, phosphate and potassic fertilizers.
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The Cabinet also approved the Rs. 2.77-lakh crore Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT) 2.0 and the Rs. 1.41-lakh crore Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 —
both of which were launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on October 1. It also gave the
green signal to a proposal to affiliate 100 government and private schools with the Sainik School
Society, run by the Defence Ministry. They would admit 5,000 students in Class 6 from the next
academic year 2022-23.
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‘GATI SHAKTI’ WILL BOOST INFRA PROJECTS: PM
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Transport & Marketing of agricultural produce

Game plan:Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaking at the launch of ‘PM Gati Shakti’ in New
Delhi on Wednesday.PTI-

m

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday kicked off ‘PM Gati Shakti’, a national master plan
for synchronising connectivity infrastructure projects across modes of transport, and said it will
help India realise its dream of becoming the “business capital” of the world.
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Taking on “some political parties” for criticising infrastructure projects that he said were
necessary for the country, Mr. Modi said, “The subject of infrastructure has not been a priority for
most of India’s political parties.”
“This is not even visible in their manifesto… despite the fact that it is globally accepted that the
creation of quality infrastructure for sustainable development is a proven way, which gives rise to
many economic activities and creates employment on a large scale,” he said.

Logistics hubs
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Referring to common instances of roads being built only to be dug up afresh for work
necessitated by other utilities like water, the Prime Minister said there was a wide gap between
macro planning and micro implementation due to the lack of coordination and advance
information sharing as departments think and work in silos. This, he said, was leading to
hampered construction and wastage of budget resources.
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Citing the example of Dadri, where an integrated industrial township was coming up, the Prime
Minister said India needed similar “plug and play” infrastructure so that investors could just come
and begin working seamlessly.
Like in Greater Noida’s Dadri, such an integrated township could be connected to the eastern
and western dedicated freight corridor. For that, multimodal logistics hubs would be built
alongside, which would have a state-of-the-art railway terminus, inter and intra-State bus
terminus, mass rapid transport system and other conveniences.
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“By building these across different parts of the country, India could achieve the dream of
becoming the world’s business capital,” he underlined.
“Our goals are extraordinary and will require extraordinary efforts. In realising these goals, PM
Gati Shakti will be the most helpful factor. Just as JAM [Jan Dhan, Aadhar, Mobile] trinity
revolutionised the access of government facilities to the people, PM Gati Shakti will do the same
for the field of Infrastructure,” Mr. Modi said.
Recalling his initial findings after taking over as the Prime Minister in 2014, Mr. Modi said he
reviewed hundreds of stalled infrastructure projects and decided to put all projects on a single
platform and tried to remove hurdles. Now, with a “whole of government approach”, the
collective power of the government is being channelled into fulfilling the schemes by avoiding
delays caused by coordination gaps.
“Because of this, many unfinished projects are being completed for decades now,” he said,
citing improved infrastructure outcomes in the past seven years across sectors, ranging from
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railway line electrification to gas pipelines, metro rail services and mega food parks.

Our code of editorial values
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 50
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2021-10-14

SOWING BETTER TO EAT BETTER
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management

“Pathways for nutritional security consist of improving dietary diversity, kitchen gardens,
reducing post-harvest losses and making safety net programmes more nutrition-sensitive” |
Photo Credit: M_PERIASAMY
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The health of a country’s agri-food systems determines the health of its people. The findings
from the first round of the Fifth National Family Health Survey suggest that nutrition-related
indicators have worsened in most States. The survey covers 17 States and five Union
Territories, which comprise 54% of India’s population. In addition, findings from the
Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (2016-18) have highlighted the role of micro-nutrient
malnutrition.
For Indians to eat better, India must sow better. A structural shift in dietary pattern and nutrition
requires a shift in production. Pathways for nutritional security consist of improving dietary
diversity, kitchen gardens, reducing post-harvest losses, making safety net programmes more
nutrition-sensitive, women’s empowerment, enforcement of standards and regulations,
improving Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, nutrition education, and effective use of digital
technology.
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Addressing the complex problem of malnutrition is a colossal task for which we need to look at
agri-food systems as a whole and adopt a multi-pronged approach. While COVID-19 has
exacerbated the nutrition issue, climate change has challenged agricultural production itself.
However, the country’s agri-food systems are facing new and unprecedented challenges,
especially related to economic and ecological sustainability, nutrition and the adoption of new
agricultural technologies. The edifice of India’s biosecurity remains vulnerable to disasters and
extreme events,.
The agri-food systems are the most important part of the Indian economy. India produces
sufficient food, feed and fibre to sustain about 18% of the world’s population (as of 2020).
Agriculture contributes about 16.5% to India’s GDP and employs 42.3% of the workforce (201920).
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There is an urgent need for reorientation of the long-term direction of agri-food systems to not
only enhance farm incomes but also ensure better access to safe and nutritious foods.
Additionally, the agri-food systems need to be reoriented to minimise cost on the environment
and the climate. This need is recognised by the theme of World Food Day 2021: ‘Our actions are
our future. Better production, better nutrition, a better environment and a better life’. The four
betters represent the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)’s contribution to the Sustainable
Development Goals and other high-level aspirational goals.
World Food Day marks the foundation day of the FAO. FAO has enjoyed valuable partnership
with India since it began operations in 1948. More recently, FAO has been engaged with the
Indian government for mainstreaming agrobiodiversity, greening agriculture, promoting nutritionsensitive agriculture and strengthening national food security.
FAO’s support for the transformation of agri-food systems is rooted in agro-ecology. The more
diverse an agricultural system, the greater its ability to adapt to shocks. Different combinations
of integrated crop-livestock-forestry-fishery systems can help farmers produce a variety of
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products in the same area, at the same time or in rotation.
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In January this year, FAO in collaboration with NITI Aayog and the Ministry of Agriculture
convened a National Dialogue to evolve a framework for the transition to a more sustainable
agri-food systems by 2030 and identify pathways for enhancing farmers’ income and achieving
nutritional security. A sustainable agri-food system is one in which a variety of sufficient,
nutritious and safe foods are made available at an affordable price to everyone, and nobody
goes hungry or suffers from any form of malnutrition. Less food is wasted, and the food supply
chain is more resilient to shocks. Food systems can help combat environmental degradation or
climate change. Sustainable agri-food systems can deliver food security and nutrition for all,
without compromising the economic, social and environmental bases.

The Government must make haste to prevent a killer disease that claims thousands of workers’
lives each year
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GREEN GRIDS INITIATIVE-ONE SUN ONE WORLD ONE
GRID NORTHWEST EUROPE COOPERATIVE EVENT
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable
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Union Minister for Power and New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Government of India, Shri R
K Singh, addressed the Ministerial session of the Green Grids Initiative-One Sun One World
One Grid Northwest Europe Cooperative Event. The event saw the participation of Secretary of
State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy of the United Kingdom, Rt. Hon. Kwasi
Kwarteng, and the Minister of Energy of Belgium, Ms. Tinne Van der Straeten. Dr. Ajay Mathur,
Director General of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) and Dr. Junaid Ahmad, Country
Director, World Bank India provided insights into the work that is being undertaken toward the
initiative.
Shri Singh affirmed India’s commitment to the environment and the cause of clean energy and
energy transition, and highlighted India’s target of achieving 450 GW of installed renewable
energy capacity by 2030. He underlined that India is well on its way to achieving its Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) relating clean energy and emission reduction well ahead of
the target date. Acknowledging the challenges presented by the intermittent nature of solar and
wind energy sources, and by the high cost of energy storage, Mr. Singh presented the GGIOSOWOG initiative as a possible solution for driving down the need for storage and in effect
reduce the costs of the energy transition.
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Secretary Kawsi Kwarteng stated that accelerating global power transition is a top priority for the
UK as it leads the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) as its President. Mr. Kwaretng
appreciated the innovative work that has been done by the ISA and India toward developing
OSOWOG. Extending UK’s support behind the GGI-OSOWOG initiative, he emphasized the
country’s intentions of strengthening international collaborations well beyond COP26.
Wilton Park, the executive agency of United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth & Development
Office (FCDO) hosted a two-day programme for a strategic discussion on the Green Grids
Initiative-One Sun One World One Grid (GGI-OSOWOG). The event titled the Northwest Europe
Cooperative Event saw a multi-layered dialogue between the One Sun One World One Grid
(OSOWOG) initiative and the project in Northwest Europe for developing cross-border trading of
renewable electricity.
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Minister Van Der Straeten of Belgium emphasized the need for action by political leaders and
engagement from all countries big and small to invest in the energy of tomorrow. Ms. Van Der
Straeten remarked that with the GGI-OSOWOG initiative, cost effective solar power could be
delivered to Belgium all the way from India.
Director General of ISA, Dr. Mathur provided an insight on the work going on behind the scenes
as GGI-OSOWOG is being transformed into a full-fledged project. Dr. Mathur mentioned that
sustainable development and climate change mitigation are at the heart of the GGI-OSOWOG
initiative, and that the scale of the project could very well make it the next biggest modern
engineering marvel.
The idea for the One Sun One World One Grid (OSOWOG) initiative was put forth by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi, at the First Assembly of the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) in October 2018. He had called for connecting solar energy supply across
borders. In May 2021, the United Kingdom and India agreed to combine forces of the Green
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Grids Initiative and the One Sun One World One Grid initiative and jointly launch GGI-OSOWOG
at the COP26 summit being hosted by the UK at Glasgow in November 2021.
***
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Union Minister for Power and New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Government of India, Shri R
K Singh, addressed the Ministerial session of the Green Grids Initiative-One Sun One World
One Grid Northwest Europe Cooperative Event. The event saw the participation of Secretary of
State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy of the United Kingdom, Rt. Hon. Kwasi
Kwarteng, and the Minister of Energy of Belgium, Ms. Tinne Van der Straeten. Dr. Ajay Mathur,
Director General of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) and Dr. Junaid Ahmad, Country
Director, World Bank India provided insights into the work that is being undertaken toward the
initiative.
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Shri Singh affirmed India’s commitment to the environment and the cause of clean energy and
energy transition, and highlighted India’s target of achieving 450 GW of installed renewable
energy capacity by 2030. He underlined that India is well on its way to achieving its Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) relating clean energy and emission reduction well ahead of
the target date. Acknowledging the challenges presented by the intermittent nature of solar and
wind energy sources, and by the high cost of energy storage, Mr. Singh presented the GGIOSOWOG initiative as a possible solution for driving down the need for storage and in effect
reduce the costs of the energy transition.
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Secretary Kawsi Kwarteng stated that accelerating global power transition is a top priority for the
UK as it leads the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) as its President. Mr. Kwaretng
appreciated the innovative work that has been done by the ISA and India toward developing
OSOWOG. Extending UK’s support behind the GGI-OSOWOG initiative, he emphasized the
country’s intentions of strengthening international collaborations well beyond COP26.

cr

Wilton Park, the executive agency of United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth & Development
Office (FCDO) hosted a two-day programme for a strategic discussion on the Green Grids
Initiative-One Sun One World One Grid (GGI-OSOWOG). The event titled the Northwest Europe
Cooperative Event saw a multi-layered dialogue between the One Sun One World One Grid
(OSOWOG) initiative and the project in Northwest Europe for developing cross-border trading of
renewable electricity.
Minister Van Der Straeten of Belgium emphasized the need for action by political leaders and
engagement from all countries big and small to invest in the energy of tomorrow. Ms. Van Der
Straeten remarked that with the GGI-OSOWOG initiative, cost effective solar power could be
delivered to Belgium all the way from India.
Director General of ISA, Dr. Mathur provided an insight on the work going on behind the scenes
as GGI-OSOWOG is being transformed into a full-fledged project. Dr. Mathur mentioned that
sustainable development and climate change mitigation are at the heart of the GGI-OSOWOG
initiative, and that the scale of the project could very well make it the next biggest modern
engineering marvel.
The idea for the One Sun One World One Grid (OSOWOG) initiative was put forth by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi, at the First Assembly of the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) in October 2018. He had called for connecting solar energy supply across
borders. In May 2021, the United Kingdom and India agreed to combine forces of the Green
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Grids Initiative and the One Sun One World One Grid initiative and jointly launch GGI-OSOWOG
at the COP26 summit being hosted by the UK at Glasgow in November 2021.
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AND
PLANNING (CRISP-M) TOOL FOR MAHATMA GANDHI
NREG SCHEME LAUNCHED
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Technology missions
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Union Minister of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj Shri Giriraj Singh today jointly launched
Climate Resilience Information System and Planning (CRISP-M) tool for integration of climate
information in Geographic Information System (GIS) based watershed planning under Mahatma
Gandhi NREGA along with Lord Tariq Ahmad, Minister of State for South Asia and the
Commonwealth in the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office through a virtual
event.

Addressing the launching event, Shri Giriraj Singh said that the CRISP-M tool will help embed
climate information in the GIS based planning and implementation of Mahatma Gandhi NREGS.
He further appreciated efforts of British Government and all the stakeholders who supported
Rural Development Ministry in developing the tool and hoped that the implementation of CRISPM will open up new possibilities for our rural communities to deal with the issues of climate
change. This tool will be used in seven states where in the Foreign Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO), Government of UK and Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of India are jointly working towards climate resilience. The states are Bihar,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Rajasthan.
During the joint launch of the CRISP-M tool, Lord Tariq Ahmad, Minister of State for South Asia
and the Commonwealth in the UK Foreign,Commonwealth and Development Office, applauded
India’s commitment to advancing climate initiative through Mahatma Gandhi NREGS
programme. In his address Lord Tariq mentioned that “Reaching right across India, the scheme

Page 56

S.
co

m

is having a positive, life-changing impact. It is helping poor and vulnerable people to cope with
climate change and protecting them from weather-related disasters. The impressive new tool
wecelebrate today, CRISP-M, is the latest example of this great work.”

Shri N. N. Sinha, Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India said that the
impact of grassroot planning, implementation and utilisation is visible in terms of enhanced
groundwater recharge, increased forest coverage and increased land productivity in many
impact studies of Mahatma Gandhi NREGA across India.

ac
k

IA

A panel discussion was also held on the occasion, in which Mr. Ben Webster, Head of
Secretariat for the Risk-informed Early Action Partnership, hosted at the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies – IFRC, Ms. Clare Shakya, Director of Climate
Change Research Group, International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), Mr.
Kamal Kishore, Member, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Mr. Shantanu Mitra,
Head, Infrastructure and Urban Development, Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office
(FCDO), India and Dr Alok Choudhary Senior Principal Scientist & Head GIS&IP division,
Madhya Pradesh Council of Science & Technology (MPCST)discussed the portal and its
relevance at length.
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Shri Rohit Kumar, Joint Secretary (RE), during his closing remarks said that the Ministry of Rural
Development have already prepared GIS based plans for 1.82 lacs Gram Panchayats out of
total of 2.69 Lacs Gram Panchayats of India, which is around 68%, with the help of Remote
Sensing Technology, based on Ridge to Valley approach. Now, with the launch of this CRISP-M
tool, the integration of climate information in GIS based watershed planning will be possible and
that would further strengthen planning of climate resilient works under Mahatma Gandhi
NREGS.
*****
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Union Minister of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj Shri Giriraj Singh today jointly launched
Climate Resilience Information System and Planning (CRISP-M) tool for integration of climate
information in Geographic Information System (GIS) based watershed planning under Mahatma
Gandhi NREGA along with Lord Tariq Ahmad, Minister of State for South Asia and the
Commonwealth in the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office through a virtual
event.
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Addressing the launching event, Shri Giriraj Singh said that the CRISP-M tool will help embed
climate information in the GIS based planning and implementation of Mahatma Gandhi NREGS.
He further appreciated efforts of British Government and all the stakeholders who supported
Rural Development Ministry in developing the tool and hoped that the implementation of CRISPM will open up new possibilities for our rural communities to deal with the issues of climate
change. This tool will be used in seven states where in the Foreign Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO), Government of UK and Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of India are jointly working towards climate resilience. The states are Bihar,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Rajasthan.
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During the joint launch of the CRISP-M tool, Lord Tariq Ahmad, Minister of State for South Asia
and the Commonwealth in the UK Foreign,Commonwealth and Development Office, applauded
India’s commitment to advancing climate initiative through Mahatma Gandhi NREGS
programme. In his address Lord Tariq mentioned that “Reaching right across India, the scheme
is having a positive, life-changing impact. It is helping poor and vulnerable people to cope with
climate change and protecting them from weather-related disasters. The impressive new tool
wecelebrate today, CRISP-M, is the latest example of this great work.”
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Shri N. N. Sinha, Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India said that the
impact of grassroot planning, implementation and utilisation is visible in terms of enhanced
groundwater recharge, increased forest coverage and increased land productivity in many
impact studies of Mahatma Gandhi NREGA across India.
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A panel discussion was also held on the occasion, in which Mr. Ben Webster, Head of
Secretariat for the Risk-informed Early Action Partnership, hosted at the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies – IFRC, Ms. Clare Shakya, Director of Climate
Change Research Group, International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), Mr.
Kamal Kishore, Member, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Mr. Shantanu Mitra,
Head, Infrastructure and Urban Development, Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office
(FCDO), India and Dr Alok Choudhary Senior Principal Scientist & Head GIS&IP division,
Madhya Pradesh Council of Science & Technology (MPCST)discussed the portal and its
relevance at length.
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Shri Rohit Kumar, Joint Secretary (RE), during his closing remarks said that the Ministry of Rural
Development have already prepared GIS based plans for 1.82 lacs Gram Panchayats out of
total of 2.69 Lacs Gram Panchayats of India, which is around 68%, with the help of Remote
Sensing Technology, based on Ridge to Valley approach. Now, with the launch of this CRISP-M
tool, the integration of climate information in GIS based watershed planning will be possible and
that would further strengthen planning of climate resilient works under Mahatma Gandhi
NREGS.
*****
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INDIA RETAINS 3RD POSITION IN RENEWABLE
ENERGY INVESTMENT ATTRACTIVENESS INDEX
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable

Mainland China and India remain unchanged in the ranking at second and third position
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India has retained the third rank in the Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index released
by consultancy firm EY. India remained at the third position in the 58th edition of EY’s
‘Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index’ (RECAI), which ranks the world’s top 40
markets (nations) on the attractiveness of their renewable energy investment and deployment
opportunities, an EY statement said.
With the environment, social and governance (ESG) measures soaring to the top of the agenda
for companies and investors, RECAI also highlights that corporate power purchase agreements
(PPAs) are emerging as a key driver of clean energy growth, it added.
A new PPA Index - introduced in this edition of RECAI - focuses on the attractiveness of
renewable power procurement and ranks the growth potential of a nation’s corporate PPA
market. India is ranked sixth among the top 30 PPA markets.
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India’s thriving renewable energy market conditions, inclusive policy decisions, investment and
technology improvements focusing on self-reliant supply chains have pushed the clean energy
transition to new heights, the statement said.
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However, it said that the sector must be careful to navigate bottlenecks that could threaten
continued rapid growth. The EY report reveals that the drive to integrate increasing volumes of
variable resources is set to put grid infrastructure under significant strain, and the investment
required to upgrade and expand energy transmission infrastructure across the globe will be a
key challenge.
Somesh Kumar, Partner and National Leader, Power & Utilities, EY India, said, “In August 2021,
India witnessed a watershed moment in combatting the climate crisis. The total installed
renewable energy capacity (excluding large hydro) crossed the milestone of 100 GW".
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According to the report, the US, mainland China and India continue to retain the top three
rankings and Indonesia is a new entrant to the RECAI. The US continues its top ranking on
RECAI and is expected to hold its position as new initiatives are being announced under
President Joe Biden.
Mainland China and India remain unchanged in the ranking at second and third position,
respectively, as favourable regulatory and investment conditions continue in these markets, it
said. The top-performing markets have held their ground in this latest issue – with no movement
into or out of the top eight.
France (fourth position, up by one) and the UK (fifth position, down by one), while Germany
(sixth position, up by one) has edged back ahead of Australia (seventh position, down by one)
after its onshore wind market had a fruitful first half of 2021, with 971MW added, marking a 62
per cent rise from the first half of 2020, it stated.
Also, under the spotlight are policy support and notable government auction rounds for Greece,
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Spain, Taiwan and the UK. The Philippines (27th position, up by four) has moved up the ranking
with an indicated target of achieving 35 per cent renewable energy by 2030, while also setting
out its offshore wind road map, it added.
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BPCL MAKES FUELLING EASIER, LAUNCHES
AUTOMATED TECHNOLOGY 'UFILL'. HOW IT WORKS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Technology missions
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The Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) has launched an automated fuelling
technology -UFill- to ensure that its customers have a better experience at outlets. The
technology obviates the need for looking at zero or final reading and such offline manual
interventions, the company said in a statement.
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UFill functionality, which has been described as swift, secure and smart, has been launched in
65 cities and will soon be launched across the country.
No need to wait for making payment, once you fill.
With BPCL’s UFill prepaid code, just drive out. #UFill is a swift, secure & smart functionality that
transforms your fuelling experience. #Automation #DigitalTransformation #PureForSure
#FutureReady #StaySafeStayHealthy #Cloud pic.twitter.com/hCj2cRNOSK
The UFill functionality does not need any app download, and is payment app agnostic.
Customer can use any payment app already downloaded on his/her phone like GPay, PayTM,
PhonePe etc. It offers real time QR and voucher code through SMS and is accepted at all BPCL
Fuel Stations where the functionality is enabled.
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The BPCL further said that if the amount paid in advance is partially used, the balance amount is
immediately refunded to the bank account of the customer. If not used within 48 hours, the
money paid in advance is automatically refunded to the bank account from where debited.
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The technology provides the customer with control of fuelling as well as touch less pre-payment
solution. with the dispensing unit getting automatically preset for the value of fuel paid for by
him/her in advance and eliminates any manual intervention at the point of sale.
Thus, no need to check zero before fuelling or final reading, the dispensing unit will
automatically dispense the exact quantity of fuel. Also, it is effective across the stakeholder
chain right from the Company officials to end-user including Dealers, Managers and Driveway
Salesmen (DSM).
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UFill aims to improve customer’s turn-around time (TAT) at fuel outlet and increase transactional
transparency, thereby providing enhanced retail like experience. “No need to wait for making
payment, once you fill. With BPCL’s UFill prepaid code, just drive out," BPCL said on Twitter.
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STICKY EDIBLE OIL PRICES LEAD TO DUTY CUTS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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In a bid to curb the persistently high inflation in edible oils, the government has decided to
exempt crude palm, soya-bean and sunflower seed oils from customs duty, and slash the
Agriculture Infrastructure and Development Cess (AIDC) levied on their imports from October 14
till March 31, 2022.
The customs duty on edible grade palm, sunflower and soya-bean oils is being virtually halved
as well, from 32.5% to 17.5% for the same period, with no cess levied on their imports.
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A fresh intervention from the government was triggered by the high retail inflation in edible oils
and fats of 34.2% for September, even as headline inflation cooled off to 4.2% and consumer
food price inflation fell to just 0.68%. “The decision would help in reducing price burden on
ultimate consumers amid the surging edible oil prices,” said Abhishek Jain, tax partner at EY.
Imports of crude palm, soya-bean and sunflower seed oils attract a basic customs duty of 2.5%
and an AIDC of 20%. The customs duty has been dropped to zero till the end of March next
year, while the cess has been reduced to 5% for crude soya-bean and sunflower seed oil. In the
case of crude palm oil, the AIDC cess has been pegged at 7.5% instead of the original 20%.
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INDIA'S POSITION DROPS ON GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX
2021 TO 101 FROM 94, WCD MINISTRY SAYS RANKING
UNSCIENTIFIC
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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India was ranked 101 in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) for 2021 from 94 in the previous year,
trailing behind its South Asian neighbours Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal.
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India reacted angrily on Friday, calling the methodology used for the rankings unscientific and
saying it was shocked by the drop in its position.
The Global Hunger Index (GHI), which tracks hunger and malnutrition, showed that 18 countries,
including China, Brazil and Kuwait, shared the top rank, with GHI scores of less than five. The
report was prepared by the Irish aid agency Concern Worldwide and Germany’s Welt Hunger
Hilfe. The report termed the level of hunger in India as “alarming".
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For the 2021 report, data was assessed for 135 countries. Out of these, there were sufficient
data to calculate GHI scores for 116 countries (in comparison, 107 countries were ranked in the
2020 report). For 19 countries, individual scores could not be calculated, and ranks could not be
determined owing to a lack of data.
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The GHI score is based on four indicators—undernourishment; child wasting or the share of
children under the age of five who have low weight for their height, reflecting acute
undernutrition; child stunting or the number of under-5 children who have low height for their
age, reflecting chronic undernutrition; and child mortality.
The report said that wasting among children in India increased from 17.1% between 1998 and
2002 to 17.3% between 2016 and 2020. “People have been severely hit by covid-19 and the
pandemic-related restrictions in India, the country with the highest child-wasting rate worldwide,"
the report stated.
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Neighbours Nepal (76), Bangladesh (76), Myanmar (71) and Pakistan (92) are also in the
‘alarming’ hunger category but have fared better at feeding its citizens than India, the report
said.
Though India showed improvement in indicators such as the under-5 mortality rate, prevalence
of stunting among children and prevalence of undernourishment owing to inadequate food
remained high, the report said. It further said food security is under assault on multiple fronts.
The report highlighted that worsening conflict, weather extremes associated with global climate
change, and the economic and health challenges associated with the covid-19 pandemic are all
driving hunger.
Further, the report noted that it is difficult to be optimistic in 2021 because the forces driving
hunger are overpowering good intentions and lofty goals. Among the most powerful and toxic of
these forces are conflict, climate change, and covid-19—three Cs that threaten to wipe out any
progress that has been made against hunger in recent years, the report said.
In reaction to the index, the ministry of women and child development said India’s rank was
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lowered on the basis of FAO estimates on the proportion of the undernourished population,
which is found to be “devoid of ground reality and facts and suffers from serious methodological
issues".
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“The publishing agencies... have not done due diligence before releasing the report," the
ministry said in a statement.
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‘GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX NOT BASED ON AN OPINION
POLL’
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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A mother feeding her child at a government hospital in Palghar, Maharashtra.Prashant
NakwePrashant Nakwe.
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German non-profit Welthungerhilfe (WHH), which co-published the Global Hunger Index (GHI)
this year, rubbished the Union Government’s allegation on Saturday that its ranking of India as
among the 16 worst countries was based on an opinion poll. It also said the Government was
wrong to confuse “undernourishment” with “undernutrition”.

IA

Following the launch of the GHI on Thursday that ranked India 101 out of 116 countries, the
Government expressed its shock and questioned the “unscientific” methodology used by its two
publishers, Concern Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe, which relied on a “four-question” opinion
poll to calculate one of the four indicators used to arrive at the GHI score. The Government
singled out the “undernourishment” indicator, because it was the only one where India’s
performance deteriorated relative to previous years — undernourishment prevalence rose from
14% to 15.3% between 2017-2019 and 2018-2020. “The GHI uses the prevalence of
undernourishment indicator, which is assessed by FAO [Food and Agriculture Organization]
using Food Balance Sheet data from each country,” Miriam Wiemers, Advisor, Global Hunger
Index, told The Hindu in an email.
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A Food Balance Sheet presents a comprehensive picture of the pattern of a country’s food
supply during a specified reference period. It shows for each food item the sources of supply
and its utilisation.
The Ministry of Women and Child Development on Friday said instead of relying on a poll, the
index should have used the measurement of weight and height to calculate the
“undernourishment” indicator.
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“This represents a misunderstanding of the undernourishment indicator. Undernourishment is a
measure of the proportion of the population with inadequate access to calories and is based on
data regarding the food supply in the country. It is not a measure of weight and height,” said Ms.
Weimers.
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KUSHINAGAR CONNECT TO SRI LANKA
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Airports

One of the murals, by Sri Lankan artist Solias Mendis, that will be gifted to India on the
occasion.Special Arrangement
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When Prime Minister Narendra Modi declares open the Kushinagar International Airport in Uttar
Pradesh on October 20, a sizeable Sri Lankan contingent, led by a member of the first family,
will be present.
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Sports Minister Namal Rajapaksa, nephew of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and son of Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, will travel to Uttar Pradesh, along with ministerial colleagues and a
group of 100 Buddhist monks to attend the event, according to officials in Colombo.
Buddhist circuit

The airport is expected to provide seamless connectivity to tourists from Sri Lanka, Japan,
Taiwan, South Korea, China, Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore and so on. Kushinagar is the centre
of the Buddhist circuit, which consists of pilgrimage sites at Lumbini, Sarnath and Gaya.
Buddhist pilgrims consider Kushinagar a sacred site where, they believe, Gautama Buddha
delivered his last sermon and attained ‘Mahaparinirvana’ or salvation.
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The inaugural flight on Wednesday will land at the airport from Colombo, Sri Lanka, carrying the
125-member delegation of dignitaries and Buddhist monks.
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To mark the occasion, Sri Lanka will present to India photographs of two murals painted by
renowned Sri Lankan artist Solias Mendis at the Kelaniya Rajamaha Vihara, a popular Buddhist
temple near Colombo, officials at the Sri Lankan High Commission in New Delhi told The Hindu .
One of the murals depicts ‘Arahat Bhikkhu’ Mahinda, son of Emperor Ashoka delivering the
message of the Buddha to King Devanampiyatissa of Sri Lanka. The other shows the arrival of
‘Theri Bhikkhuni’ Sanghamitta, the daughter of the Emperor, in Sri Lanka, bearing a sapling of
the ‘sacred Bodhi tree’ under which Siddhrtha Gautama is believed to have obtained
enlightenment.
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The gesture comes at a time when Sri Lanka and India have agreed to strengthen ties through
their shared Buddhist heritage.
Despite India’s known support to the Mahinda Rajapaksa administration in defeating the LTTE,
sections among Sri Lanka’s southern population remain India-sceptics, wary of the big
neighbour who “interfered” in Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict, “sided with Tamils”.
Cultural diplomacy
In the decade after the civil war, which coincides with China’s growing influence, New Delhi
seems keen on recasting its image as a friend, using religious and cultural diplomacy.
When India sent the first consignment of 5 lakh doses of Covishield vaccine to Sri Lanka in
January this year, the Indian High Commission in Colombo in a tweet linked its arrival to a
“blessed Poya Day”, or full moon day considered holy by Buddhists.
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Sri Lanka, too, considers promoting shared Buddhist ties a matter of “paramount importance”, as
was outlined in the Integrated Country Strategy prepared by Sri Lanka’s High Commissioner to
India.
On the growing emphasis on shared Buddhist ties, senior political scientist Jayadeva Uyangoda
said: “A cynic might say this marks the beginning of a soft saffronisation [of bilateral ties], but it
signals that India is going to have a more assertive foreign policy stance towards Sri Lanka.”
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(With inputs from Jagriti Chandra in New Delhi)
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INDIA RAISES ALARM OVER DEPLETION OF CARBON
BUDGET
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable
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NEW DELHI : India’s Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav on Monday sounded an alarm
over the rapid depletion of the global carbon budget by developed countries which he said would
be exhausted by this decade at the current rate of global emissions.
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At a meeting of the so called “Like Minded Developing Countries" hosted by Bolivia, the minister
called on developing countries to cut their emissions that would allow space for developing
countries, a statement from the environment ministry said.
The “Like Minded Developing Countries(LMDC)" is a bloc of 25 nations that have come together
ahead of the UN climate change conference known as the 26th Conference of Parties (COP26).
It is to be hosted by the UK in Glasgow between 31 October to 12 November. It comprises
countries like China, Pakistan and Venezuela. Some of the 25 countries participated in
Monday’s meeting, according to a person familiar with the matter. And they had included
Pakistan, China and Venezuela.
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The LMDC countries are slated to meet again on the margins of the Glasgow meet and could
emerge as a voice for developing countries at Glasgow. “Some 10-11 members of the group are
very active," said a person familiar with the matter adding that the group could push back
against what are seen as unfair demands put forth by developed countries at the climate
conference.
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A ministerial statement endorsed by the group expressed support to COP26 Presidency
“through the multilateral process that is conducted in an open and transparent, inclusive, partydriven and consensus-based manner," the environment ministry statement said.
“Despite their lack of ambition shown in the pre-2020 period, as well as in their (2015) Paris
Agreement NDC (nationally determined contributions), major developed countries are now
pushing to shift the goal posts of the Paris Agreement from what have already been agreed by
calling for all countries to adopt Net Zero targets by 2050," an LMDC ministerial statement said.
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“This new ‘goal’ which is being advanced runs counter to the Paris Agreement and is anti-equity
and against climate justice. Demands for ‘Net zero’ emissions for all countries by 2050 will
exacerbate further the existing inequities between developed and developing countries," it said.
“During their own industrialization phase, the developed countries have overused their domestic
carbon space and used those of developing countries. Disregarding this historical cumulative
and per capita cumulative carbon emissions by not reflecting it in their current emission
reduction pledges under the Paris Agreement and by promoting distant net zero targets for
themselves amount to furthering carbon injustice and inequity," the LMDC statement said.
“Developed countries should, in acknowledgement of such historical cumulative and per capita
cumulative carbon emissions, leave the remaining atmospheric space for the developmental
rights of the developing world and aim for their full decarbonisation within this decade," it added.
In Monday’s meeting, Yadav also sought that commitments of carbon neutrality and the raising
of “ambitions in nationally determined contributions" be “in line with climate justice and principles
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of equity and common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities (CBDR-RC)."
This means that developed countries that have traditionally emitted more green houses gases
(GHGs) than developed countries take on greater responsibility for mitigation.
Yadav “highlighted the ambitious climate actions taken up by India in areas of renewable
energy, energy access, and efficiency, sustainable transport including e-mobility, sustainable
agriculture and enhancing green cover," the statement from the environment ministry said.
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The minister noted that “India has achieved a reduction of 24% in emission intensity of its GDP
between 2005 and 2016, thereby achieving its pre-2020 voluntary target. The minister pointed
that the accelerated climate action by developing countries like India requires the contingent
provision of climate finance, technology, and other means of implementation support. He also
highlighted the importance of global partnerships and cooperation and requested the LMDC
countries to join the initiatives of International Solar Alliance (ISA) and Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) launched by India."
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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PLUGGING THE LEAK: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE
GM RICE CONTROVERSY
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance, location,
upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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Since June, the export of about 500 tonnes of rice from India has triggered an uproar in several
European countries on the grounds that it was genetically modified (GM) rice. This emerged
during a check by the European Commission’s Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed that was
testing rice flour by the French company Westhove. In June, France had issued a notification for
unauthorised GM rice flour, identifying India as the point of origin, and alerting Austria, Belgium,
the Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, the U.K. and the U.S. as
the possible destination of products made with the flour. So in August, the American food
products company Mars, fearing GM contamination, announced that it was recalling four of its
product lines of ‘Crispy M&M’. GM-free rice that is tagged as ‘organic rice’ is among India’s highvalue exports worth 63,000 crore annually. India does not permit the commercial cultivation of
GM rice, but research groups are testing varieties of such rice in trial plots. So the suspicion is
that rice from some of these test-plots may have “leaked” into the exported product. The Indian
government has denied this possibility with a Commerce Ministry spokesperson alleging that the
contamination may have happened in Europe “to cut costs”. However, India has indicated that it
will commission an investigation involving its scientific bodies.
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India’s history of crop modification using GM is one of test-plants finding their way to commercial
cultivars before they were formally cleared. Thus, Bt-cotton was widely prevalent in farmer fields
before being cleared. Though they have not been cleared, Bt-brinjal and herbicide-tolerant
cotton varieties too have been detected in farmer fields. Though the Genetic Engineering
Appraisal Committee is the apex regulator of GM crops, it is mandated that trials of GM crops
obtain permission from States. Because of the close connections between farmers and State
agriculture universities, which are continuously testing new varieties of crops employing all kinds
of scientific experiments ranging from introducing transgenes to other non-transgenic
modification methods, and the challenges of ensuring that trial plots are strictly segregated from
farms, there is a possibility that seeds may transfer within plots. Because many Indian farmers
are dependent on European imports, the Centre must rush to assuage importers that India’s
produce is compliant with trade demands. The fractious history of GM crops in India means that
passions often rule over reason on questions of the safety of GM crops, and so India must also
move to ensure that research into all approaches — GM or non GM — should not become a
casualty in this matter of export-quality compliance.
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‘NEED STRATEGIC RESERVES OF COAL AND GAS’
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable

High wire:India’s 17,000 MW based on imported coal, 24,000 MW of gas-fired plants get hit
when prices rise.K. K. MustafahMUSTAFAH KK
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The Centre has asked States to lift their hydropower output in a bid to conserve scarce coal
supplies, Power Secretary Alok Kumar said on Thursday, stressing the need to build strategic
reserves of imported coal and gas as was being done for petroleum products.
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“At least in the foreseeable 10 years or so, all the countries, especially major economies, will be
dependent on fossil fuel supplies for base load and for grid balancing,” Mr. Kumar noted. “We
will never be able to insulate ourselves from these supply shocks of imported fuel,” he added,
referring to the major supply disruptions due to the soaring global prices of coal, gas and oil.
“Let us start discussing about keeping a strategic reserve of these fuels — gas, oil, imported
coal… so that economies are able to adjust and tide over these supply shocks for about a month
or so. That will be a small cost vis-à-vis the cost of these disruptions,” he said at the South Asia
Power Summit hosted by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

‘Crunch time’

IA

Noting that even China, U.K., Europe and Singapore had faced supply challenges, Mr. Kumar
said high prices made energy security challenging. India, he pointed out, had 17,000 MW of
power plants based on imported coal and 24,000 MW of gas-fired plants, which virtually go out
of play when prices rise too high.
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“Many countries have started keeping strategic reserves, because when it comes to a crunch,
every country will meet its needs first. Russia has curtailed gas supply to Europe because they
want more gas to be consumed within their country,” he said, making a case for South Asian
countries to build up similar reserves.

cr

Mooting the need to diversify the energy basket to cope with the fossil fuels’ supply crunch, the
official said: “For the last one week, we are generating extra hydropower on off-peak days to
conserve our coal. We have talked to States and said wherever you have water reservoir, or
higher water levels, please generate more hydropower so that we can save coal.”
A surge in power demand combined with a fall in imports due to high global coal prices have led
to supply disruptions and power cuts lasting up to 14 hours a day despite record supplies from
state-run Coal India. Most of India’s 135 coal-fired power plants have fuel stocks of less than
three days. Coal accounts for more than 70% of India’s power generation.
India, the world’s second largest coal importer with the world’s fourth largest reserves, must also
compete for supplies with China.
“High prices will make energy security very challenging if we don’t have a well thought out
strategy,” Mr. Kumar said.
( With inputs from Reuters )
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KUSHINAGAR NOW HUB OF BUDDHIST TOURIST
CIRCUIT
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Airports

Pilgrims way:PM Narendra Modi with a Sri Lankan delegation, led by Minister Namal Rajapaksa,
in Kushinagar.PTI
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday inaugurated the Kushinagar International Airport
in Uttar Pradesh, which will help connect key Buddhist pilgrimage sites.
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Kushinagar is an important Buddhist pilgrim destination, and is believed to be the final resting
place of Gautam Buddha.
An inaugural flight of Sri Lankan Airlines landed at the airport earlier in the day, bringing a large
contingent of Buddhist monks and Sri Lankan Ministers, including Sports Minister Namal
Rajapaksa, nephew of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and son of Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa. They met Mr. Modi at an event at the Mahaparinirvana Temple here.
Diplomats attend

IA

Diplomats from 12 countries where Buddhism is practised, including Mongolia, Myanmar,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Bhutan, Republic of Korea, Nepal and Japan, were also present.

ac
k

“There is a special focus on the development of places associated with Lord Buddha through
better connectivity, and creation of facilities for devotees. Lumbini, the birth place of Lord
Buddha, is not far from here. Sarnath, where Lord Buddha gave the first sermon, is also within a
radius of 100-250 km. Bodh Gaya, where Buddha attained enlightenment, is also a few hours
away. With the launch of this airport, I, as a representative of Poorvanchal, have also fulfilled
one of my commitments to this region,” Mr. Modi said.
With the Uttar Pradesh Assembly election slated for early next year, several Union Ministers had
also flown in from Delhi.
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Apart from Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia, Minister of State for External Affairs
Meenakshi Lekhi, Tourism Minister G. Kishan Reddy, Law Minister Kiren Rijiju and Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs Arjun Ram Meghwal were present.
Air India privatisation
In his first comments on Air India since privatisation, Mr. Modi said, “The decision on Air India
will give new energy to the aviation sector in the country.”
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said, “This will be Uttar Pradesh’s ninth airport, seven of which
have been developed in the past seven years alone. The State will get 11 more airports in the
years to come, including two international ones.”
Secretary of the Ministry of Civil Aviation Rajiv Bansal told The Hindu that Thailand sends the
largest number of tourists to this region, and he expected charter flights from there to
Kushinagar to start soon.
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On the sidelines of the Kushinagar airport inauguration, Mr. Namal Rajapaksa presented to Mr.
Modi a Sinhala-Tamil-English translation of the Bhagavad Gita.
The Sri Lankan delegation also brought relics from the ‘Rajaguru Sri Subhuthi Maha Vihara’, a
famed Buddhist shrine located 40 km south of Colombo.
Indian officials would organise an exposition of the relics in several cities, including Kushinagar
and Sarnath, a statement from the Indian High Commission in Colombo said. The Sri Lankan
delegation would visit Varanasi and offer prayers at the Kashi Vishwanath temple.
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On Wednesday, Mr. Namal Rajapaksa met Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla and had
a “cordial and productive conversation,” the Indian mission said in a tweet.
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(With inputs from
Suhasini Haidar in New Delhi and Meera Srinivasan in Colombo)
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A CLEAN ENERGY TRANSITION PLAN FOR INDIA
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable

A shepherd walks past photovoltaic cell solar panels in the Pavagada Solar Park on October 11,
2021 in Kyataganacharulu village, Karnataka. | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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Energy security warrants the uninterrupted supply of energy at affordable prices. India faces the
twin challenges of meeting the aspirations of its 1.3 billion population even as it safeguards its
energy security and contributes to global efforts to mitigate climate change. Thanks to the
Electricity Act of 2003, the installed coal-fired thermal power plant (TPP) generation capacity in
India more than doubled from 94 GW to 192 GW between March 2011 and 2017. This sharp
increase in the installed capacity has enabled the government to increase per capita electricity
consumption by 37% while reducing peak demand deficit from 9.8% (2010-11) to 1.6% (201617). However, India has a long way to go in providing electricity security to its people since its
per capita electricity consumption is still only a third of the global average.
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Coal is the only fuel that India has in abundance and the geopolitics of India’s neighborhood do
not permit ready access to piped natural gas. TPPs contributed 71% of the 1,382 billion units
(BU) of electricity generated by utilities in India during FY 2020-21 though they accounted for
only 55% of the total installed generation capacity of 382 GW (as of March 2021). Coal,
therefore, plays a vital role in India’s ongoing efforts to achieve Sustainable Development Goal
7, which is “to ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”.
India’s 450GW renewable energy goal by 2030 doable, says John Kerry
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While variable renewable energy (VRE) sources (primarily, wind and solar) account for 24.7% of
the total installed generation capacity, as of March 2021, they contributed 10.7% of the
electricity generated by utilities during FY 2020-21. However, the ramp-up of VRE generation
capacity without commensurate growth in electricity demand has resulted in lower utilisation of
TPPs whose fixed costs must be paid by the distribution companies (DISCOMs) and passed
through to the final consumer.
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The rapid growth of VRE sources in India has been largely aided by policy measures as well as
financial incentives whose cost is borne by the consumer. The current level of VRE in the
national power grid is increasing the cost of power procurement for DISCOMs, leading to tariff
increases for electricity consumers. Specifically, the Forum of Regulators has estimated the total
additional burden of grid integration of VRE sources includes 1.11 of balancing cost and 1.02 of
stranded capacity cost, totalling 2.13 per unit. Therefore, India must implement a plan to
increase energy efficiency and reduce the emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and airborne
pollutants from TPPs without making power unaffordable to industries that need low-cost 24x7
power to compete in the global market.
We have developed a time-bound transition plan for India’s power sector involving the
progressive retirement of 36 GW of installed generation capacity in 211 TPPs(unit size 210 MW
and below) based on key performance parameters such as efficiency, specific coal
consumption, technological obsolescence, and age. The resulting shortfall in baseload electricity
generation can be made up by increasing the utilisation of existing High-Efficiency-LowEmission (HELE) TPPs that are currently under-utilised to accommodate VRE and
commissioning the 47 government-owned TPPs (total capacity of 31.6 GW) that are at an
advanced stage of construction in which 1,77,742 crore have already been invested by
government utilities. These TPPs have already signed power purchase agreements with the
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respective DISCOMs; and thanks to the two-part tariff policy, their fixed costs must be borne by
power consumers irrespective of their usage. In addition, the Nuclear Power Corporation of India
Limited (NPCIL) is also constructing 11 nuclear power plants with a total generation capacity of
8,700 MW that will supply 24x7 power without any CO2 emissions.
India, U.S. commit to accelerating development and deployment of clean energy solutions
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With the implementation of our transition plan, the total installed capacity of TPPs operated by
utilities will increase from the current level of 209 GW (as of September 2021) to 220 GW by FY
2029-30 even after retiring 211 inefficient and obsolete TPPs that are more than 25 years old
and need major sustenance capital expenditures (Capex) for life extension, modernisation, and
retrofit of flue gas desulphurisation plants (FGDs). The combined thermal (220 GW) and nuclear
(15 GW) capacity of 235 GW can meet the baseload requirement (80% of peak demand) during
the evening peak in FY 2029-30 without expensive battery storage, while the optimal utilisation
of existing and under-construction HELE TPPs with faster-ramping capabilities and lower
technical minimums also facilitates VRE integration.
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As per our transition plan, India’s power generation from TPPs is expected to reduce from the
FY 2020-21 level of 71% to 57% of the total electrical energy (2,172 BU) projected to be
generated by utilities during FY 2029-30. Further, the share of HELE TPPs in the total TPP
generation capacity will increase from the FY 2018-19 level of 25% to 44% in FY 2029-30. More
importantly, the share of inefficient TPPs with obsolete technology in the total TPP generation
capacity will reduce from the FY 2018-19 level of 46% to 4%. Consequently, total CO2
emissions from the power sector will go down by 57 Mt even as coal-fired electricity generation
is projected to increase by 21% to 1,234 BU in 2029-30.
Glasgow climate meet | India doesn’t rule out ‘net zero’ commitment
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Since HELE TPPs minimise emissions of particulate matter (PM), SO2, and NO2, our transition
plan offers operational, economic, and environmental benefits including avoidance of
sustenance Capex and FGD costs in the 211 obsolete TPPs to be retired besides savings in
specific coal consumption and water requirement leading to reductions in electricity tariffs and
PM pollution.
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This plan prioritises the installation of high-efficiency electrostatic precipitators that can remove
99.97% of the PM pollution without extensive shutdowns or hiking tariffs unlike expensive,
imported FGDs. The implementation of this plan will enable India to safeguard its energy
security and ensure efficient grid operations with lower water consumption, PM pollution, and
CO2 emissions. Ultimately, this plan demonstrates India’s commitment to climate change
mitigation by optimising the use of our land, coal, water, and financial resources with indigenous
technology.
A.V. Krishnan and R. Srikanth are Visiting Professor and Professor, respectively, at the National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru
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RBI ANNOUNCES SCALE-BASED REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK FOR NBFCS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Banking, NPAs and RBI

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced a revised scale-based regulatory framework for
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs), which will be effective from 1 October, 2022.
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The scale-based framework encompasses different facets of regulation of NBFCs covering
capital requirements, governance standards, prudential regulation, and others.
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The regulatory structure for NBFCs will comprise of four layers based on their size, activity, and
perceived riskiness.
NBFCs in the lowest layer will be known as NBFC - Base Layer (NBFC-BL), while those in the
middle layer and upper layer will be known as NBFC - Middle Layer (NBFC-ML) and NBFC Upper Layer (NBFC-UL) respectively.
The top ten eligible NBFCs in terms of their asset size will always reside in the upper layer,
irrespective of any other factor.
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Under the new framework, the RBI has tweaked the non-performing asset (NPA) classification to
more than 90 days for all categories of NBFCs.
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When it comes to the experience of the Board, considering the need for professional experience
in managing the affairs of NBFCs, at least one of the directors must have relevant experience of
having worked in a bank/ NBFC.
Further, there will also be a ceiling of 1 crore per borrower for financing subscription to Initial
Public Offer (IPO). NBFCs can fix more conservative limits, the Central bank said in a statement.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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RBI TIGHTENS RULES FOR NBFCS FUNDING IPOS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Banking, NPAs and RBI

The Reserve Bank of India on Friday announced a limit on non-bank lenders financing
subscriptions to initial share sales to stem the flow of large amounts of borrowed capital by high
net worth individuals to such offerings.
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“There shall be a ceiling of 1 crore per borrower for financing subscription to initial public offer
(IPO). NBFCs can fix more conservative limits," RBI said in its revised regulatory framework for
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). The new rule will be effective 1 April.
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The move to impose a limit on IPO funding follows surplus liquidity in the system being used to
fund large subscriptions from high net worth individuals in recent public offerings. While the
extent of IPO financing by NBFCs could not be ascertained immediately, the central bank had
pointed to increased commercial paper issuances in its October policy.
“Riding on the surplus liquidity conditions, commercial paper issuances increased substantially
to 10.1 trillion during H1:2021-22 from 7.9 trillion during the corresponding period of 2020-21,"
RBI said. The share of NBFCs in total CP issuances increased to 43.2% in the fiscal first half
from 21.9% a year earlier.
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Separately, the central bank also announced its new scale-based regulation for NBFCs to
prevent any potential collapse, like that of Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services (IL&FS).
The final guidelines follow a discussion paper introduced by the regulator in January.
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RBI has now classified NBFCs into four categories, depending on their systemic importance and
potential risk to the financial system’s stability.
All such lenders with assets of up to 1,000 crore will fall under the NBFC-base layer category.
This includes NBFC-peer to peer lending platform (NBFC-P2P), NBFC-account aggregator
(NBFC-AA), non-operative financial holding company (NOFHC) and NBFCs not availing public
funds and not having any customer interface.
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The NBFC-middle layer will consist of non-deposit taking lenders classified as systemically
important and deposit-taking lenders of asset size of 1,000 crore. This includes standalone
primary dealers, infrastructure debt fund - non-banking financial companies (IDF-NBFCs), core
investment companies (CICs), housing finance companies and infrastructure finance companies
(NBFC-IFCs).
The upper layer will comprise NBFCs that the RBI specifically identifies as warranting enhanced
regulatory requirements based on a set of parameters and scoring methodology. The top 10
eligible NBFCs, in terms of their asset size, will always remain in the upper layer, irrespective of
any other factor.
The top layer will ideally remain empty, RBI said. This layer can get populated if the central bank
is of the opinion that there is a substantial increase in the potential systemic risk from specific
NBFCs in the upper layer. Such NBFCs shall move to the top layer from the upper layer.
RBI has also raised the net-owned funds’ requirement for these NBFCs to 10 crore from 2 crore.
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WORLD’S BIGGEST OIL EXPORTER COMMITS TO NETZERO EMISSIONS
Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable

The net-zero goal doesn’t necessarily mean Saudi Arabia has to reduce oil output

m

One of the world's largest oil producers, Saudi Arabia, announced on Saturday it aims to reach
“net zero" greenhouse gas emissions by 2060, joining more than 100 countries in a global effort
to try and curb man-made climate change.
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The announcement was made by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in brief scripted
remarks at the start of the kingdom's first-ever Saudi Green Initiative Forum.
The kingdom's oil and gas exports form the backbone of its economy, despite efforts to diversify
away from reliance on fossil fuels for revenue.
Still Pumping Oil

The net-zero goal doesn’t necessarily mean Saudi Arabia has to reduce oil output, since it only
applies to territorial emissions. Those generated when the kingdom’s oil is burned in cars,
factories and power plants abroad won’t count, according to United Nations accounting rules.
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The government is instead in the process of increasing its crude-production capacity even more
-- to 13 million barrels a day from 12 million. The project’s expected to take six years and cost
billions of dollars.
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“There’s going to be a lot of skepticism," said Ben Cahill, senior fellow at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies. “The world’s largest oil exporter becoming a net-zero economy is
pretty strange."
Saudi Arabia is the 10th largest emitter of carbon dioxide globally, and the highest on a per
capita basis among G-20 countries. Reaching net zero will mean sharply reversing a trend of
increasing emissions in the past two decades.
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Still, the new target comes amid a shift among major petrostates. The United Arab Emirates this
month became the first Persian Gulf nation to say it would neutralize its emissions by 2050.
Russia followed less than a week later, though President Vladimir Putin set a later deadline of
2060.
U.S. Ties

Saudi Arabia is now aligned with most major economies and the changes scientists say is
essential if the world is to avoid the worst effects of global warming.
The decision is likely to play well with U.S. President Joe Biden, said Karen Young, fellow of the
Middle East Institute in Washington D.C. Ties between Washington and Riyadh have been
strained since Saudi agents killed journalist Jamal Khashoggi in 2018.
“The net-zero goal firmly establishes Saudi Arabia in the G-20 economies that are pushing on
this agenda," she said. “It also is probably a conciliatory gesture toward the Biden
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INDIA NOTIFIES RULES TO PROTECT GREEN ENERGY
INVESTMENTS
Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable

m

NEW DELHI: In an attempt to soothe investor concerns amid a logjam over power supply
contracts with Punjab, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh, the union government has notified rules for
ensuring “timely recovery of costs due to change in law."
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“The investors and other stakeholders in the power sector had been concerned about the timely
recovery of the cost due to change in law, curtailment of renewable power and other related
matters," the union power ministry said in a statement on Saturday.
The clean energy sector has been facing some headwinds over contracts with Punjab, Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh, delays in land acquisition and clearances, regulatory uncertainty,
inadequate grid connectivity, and inordinate payment delays by states such as Telangana.

IA

“For curtailment or regulation of power, the provisions of the Indian Electricity Grid Code shall be
followed. In the event of a curtailment of supply from a must-run power plant, compensation
shall be payable by the procurer to the must-run power plant at the rates specified in the
agreement for purchase or supply of electricity. The RE generator is also allowed to sell power
in the power exchange and recover the cost suitably. This helps in realisation of revenue by the
generator and also the power is available in the electricity grid for use of consumers," the
statement said.
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About 4.7 trillion has been invested in India’s renewable energy space in the last six years, with
an expected 1 trillion investment opportunity a year till 2030.
“Timely recovery of the costs due to change in law is very important as the investment in the
power sector largely depends upon the timely payments. At present the pass through under
change of law takes time. This impacts the viability of the sector and the developers get
financially stressed. The Rules would help in creating investment friendly environment in the
country," the statement said.
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The Punjab government has cited the fall in prices of solar panels as well as lower borrowing
costs and reduced corporate taxes to seek a revision of its solar power tariffs and has called for
a tariff of 4.50 per unit as reported by Mint earlier. Also, 5.2 gigawatt (GW) of solar and wind
energy projects are hanging fire, due to the state government’s decision to reopen renewable
energy contracts inked under the previous N. Chandrababu Naidu government.
“The following Rules notified by the Ministry of Power under Electricity Act, 2003 are in the
interest of the electricity consumers and the stakeholders: i) Electricity (Timely recovery of costs
due to Change in Law) Rules, 2021. ii) Electricity (Promotion of generation from renewable
sources of energy by addressing Must Run and other matters) Rules, 2021," as per the
statement.
This comes at a time of solar module prices touching 28 cent kilowatt-hour (kWh), the highest
since 2019 as reported by Mint on Saturday. This sharp jump in prices is on account of China’s
worst ever power shortage, with factories being run on limited days. With modules accounting
for nearly 60% of a solar power project’s total cost, any price increase will impact the internal
rate of return (IRR) from such projects, many of which have already signed power purchase
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agreements (PPAs). With India having strict commissioning deadlines, the failure to meet them
will result in penalties for developers.
“A formula has been provided to calculate adjustment in the monthly tariff due to the impact of
Change in Law," the statement said.
Mint had earlier reported about Chinese solar equipment makers such as Trina Solar Ltd, one of
the largest Chinese solar power equipment manufacturer, serving force majeure notices to its
Indian clients, citing inability to supply equipment according to agreed schedules.
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“The Rules also provide that a must-run power plant shall not be subjected to curtailment or
regulation of generation or supply of electricity on account of merit order dispatch or any other
commercial consideration. The electricity generated from a must-run power plant may be
curtailed or regulated only in the event of any technical constraint in the electricity grid or for
reasons of security of the electricity grid," the statement said.
According to the Central Electricity Authority, by 2030 the country’s power requirement would be
817GW, more than half of which would be clean energy, and 280GW would be from solar
energy alone. To achieve the target of 280GW, around 25GW of solar energy capacity is
needed to be installed every year till 2030.
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“The Rules also provides for the Intermediary procurer to procure electricity for distribution
licensees. In this regard, the Rules inter-alia states that “the intermediary procurer, an agency
nominated by the Central Government or State Government, may procure electricity through a
transparent process of bidding in accordance with the guidelines issued by the Central
Government under section 63 of the Act for sale to one or more distribution licensees," the
statement said.
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Indian solar energy projects have been facing a raft of problems such as higher commodity
prices and solar power tariffs expected to go up by 10 paise per unit with a higher Goods and
Services Tax (GST) levied on cells, modules and inverters from 1 October.
“These Rules will help in achieving the targets of RE generation," the statement said.
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END THE IMPASSE: ON PROLONGED IMPASSE OVER
THREE FARM LAWS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Agriculture Issues and related constraints
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The time may have come for a more concerted effort by the Government and the protesting
farmers to find a solution to the prolonged impasse over the three agriculture-related laws
enacted last year. The Supreme Court has emphasised that public roads cannot be blocked
indefinitely by protesters. In an observation in the context of more petitions from members of the
public, complaining that their right of free movement has been curtailed by the ongoing protests
by farmers, the Court has said a solution has to be found, that roads cannot be blocked for long
and there is no reason for it to lay down the law again and again. The reference was to last
year’s judgment on the Shaheen Bagh protest against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
wherein it was held that public ways and public spaces cannot be blocked indefinitely even
during a peaceful protest. The observation can be seen either as a disapproval of the tactic of
holding interminable protests or as an implicit criticism of the Government for being unable to
find a solution to the farmers’ grievances. Even while denying that they are responsible for the
hardship faced by the public, and blaming the police for the blockade, the farmers say they
should be allowed to continue their agitation at the Ramlila Maidan. However, the Government
will have none of it, recalling the unsavoury incidents that took place on Republic Day when the
protest rolled into the Capital.
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The conflict between the two competing rights — freedom to protest and the right to free
movement of the public — is not the only aspect that requires immediate attention. There seems
to be no attempt to break the deadlock on the core issue, with the farmers demanding an
outright repeal of the laws and statutory validation for the claim that the MSP regime will not
come to an end. Late last year, the protesting farmers and Union Ministers did come to a partial
agreement on decriminalising stubble-burning and safeguarding power subsidies, but the two
core demands have not seen any breakthrough. It is not out of place to recall that an expert
committee constituted by the Court has submitted its report, but nothing has been heard about it
after that. To an extent, the fact that the Court has not taken it up again or made the report
public may be a factor in the continuing impasse. An expedited hearing that involves further
review of the panel’s recommendations, or any such similar initiative from the Government, is
needed to arrive at a solution. The objective must not be merely to resolve the incidental issue of
blocked roads, but to reconcile or eliminate the deep differences over what the Government
sees as necessary reforms in the farm sector. Any reform that seeks to eliminate distortions in
the sector must also win the confidence of farmers, the principal stakeholders.
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FM ASKS INFRA MINISTERS TO ACCELERATE
SPENDING
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Airports
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Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday told infrastructure related ministries to pool in
all efforts to ensure higher capital spending in coming months to boost growth prospects for the
economy.
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Sitharaman was reviewing progress in capital expenditure of the Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Department of Telecommunications. The review meetings were attended by secretaries of
economic affairs civil aviation, telecom among other officials. Today's meeting is the first of
series of review meetings by the Finance Minister on capex with various infrastructure ministries/
departments and in continuation of previous round of meetings held in June, 2021.
Sitharaman emphasised that there must be an accelerated phase of infrastructure development
and ministries must continuously make concerted efforts to ensure that project implementation is
fast-tracked.
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During the meeting, captex status of June and September quarters, front-loading of capex,
estimated targets of capital spending by ministries and their central public sector enterprises
(CPSEs) in the upcoming quarters of current financial year, expenditure incurred for
implementation of National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) projects, estimation of funds to be raised
by asset monetization, projects undertaken through PPP and convergence under National
Master Plan (Gati Shakti) were discussed.
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The Finance Minister exhorted officials to monitor implementation of projects besides monitoring
release of funds. Sitharaman reiterated that infrastructure projects are priority for the
government and necessary funds will be made available for capital spending.
Sitharaman underlined that the infrastructure spending includes not only central government
budgetary expenditure on infrastructure, but also spending by state governments and the private
sector. The private capex on infrastructure, and those under public-private partnership should
also be tracked to capture the entire infra progress in the country.
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The Finance Minister also directed officials in the Department of Economic Affairs to work in
close coordination with Ministry of Civil Aviation to ensure that more projects are initiated and
capex spending in FY22 is substantially increased than the present target. “Sitharaman asked
the Department of Telecommunications to push its CPSE capex, fast-track asset monetization,
and work in close coordination with DIPAM to finalise the process of monetization at the earliest,
ensuring expeditious implementation of digital expansion plans in entire North-East region on
priority," the finance ministry statement said.
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UNION MINISTER OF POWER & NEW AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY LAUNCHES THE GREEN DAY AHEAD
MARKET (GDAM)
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Infrastructure: Energy incl. Renewable & Non-renewable
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Shri R K Singh, Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy, launched the new
market segment, Green Day Ahead Market (GDAM) today.
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On the occasion the Minister said that we are opening doors for Renewable Energy. In the set
of reforms including the launch of GDAM today,any interested party can setup renewable
energy capacity and sell it to Discoms / industries . sell renewable energy. Advantages of free
ISTS will be available and Open access will be granted within 15 days.Large industries can go
green. Our efforts have been to make doing the business simpler and GDAM is a step in this
direction.
Shri Singh stated the we want to reduce our dependency on imported sources of fossil fuel
.The government is working to putting in place the Green Hydrogen Mission under the guidance
of Hon’ble Prime Minister , he added.
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Speaking on the event Secretary Power Shri Alok Kumar stated that this is a day for celebration
as a unique product has been launched for the energy market.
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Energy transition is happening across the world and India is also committed to energy transition
from fossil fuel to non-fossil fuel. Accordingly, the dynamics of the power market is changing.
The buyer’s behavior is shifting from long term contracts to short term contracts and also
towards the power market. Thus, this new initiative will help in enabling this energy transition.
The launch of the green day-ahead market will deepen the green market and will provide
competitive price signals, besides offering an opportunity to the market participants to trade in
green energy, in the most transparent, flexible, competitive, and efficient manner.
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The market-based competitive prices will provide another option to renewable generators to sell
power as well as accelerate the renewable capacity addition towards the Government’s vision of
building India as a sustainable and efficient energy economy.
The distribution utilities would also be able to sell surplus renewable power generated in their
area. The obligated entities (distribution licensee, open access consumers and captive power
consumers) would also be able to meet the RPO target by directly buying green power from the
power exchange(s). The non-obligated entities will be able to buy power on voluntary basis and
help increasing the share of green power.
The introduction of GDAM is expected to create a domino effect that will lead to a gradual shift
from PPA based contract to market-based models which will build and deepen the markets to
the next level, paving the way for India to meet its ambitious target of 450 GW green capacity by
2030.
The other benefits of participating in the GDAM would be reduction of curtailment of green
power, unlocking untapped renewable energy potential, ensuring instant payment to RE
generators ie on the day of delivery itself.
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National Load Despatch Centre (NLDC), POSOCO, as the Nodal Agency, has set up the latest
technologies and communication infrastructure for facilitating the Green Day Ahead Market.
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The Green Day-ahead market will operate in an integrated way with the conventional day-ahead
market. The Exchanges will offer the market participants to submit bids together for both
conventional and renewable energy through the separate bidding windows. The clearance will
take place in a sequential manner - renewable energy bids will be cleared first in accordance
with the must run status of the renewables, followed by conventional segment. This mechanism
will allow renewable energy sellers to subsequently bid in the conventional segment should their
bids remain uncleared in the green market. There will be separate price discoveries for the both
the conventional and renewables.

Shri R K Singh, Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy, launched the new
market segment, Green Day Ahead Market (GDAM) today.

IA

On the occasion the Minister said that we are opening doors for Renewable Energy. In the set
of reforms including the launch of GDAM today,any interested party can setup renewable
energy capacity and sell it to Discoms / industries . sell renewable energy. Advantages of free
ISTS will be available and Open access will be granted within 15 days.Large industries can go
green. Our efforts have been to make doing the business simpler and GDAM is a step in this
direction.

ac
k

Shri Singh stated the we want to reduce our dependency on imported sources of fossil fuel
.The government is working to putting in place the Green Hydrogen Mission under the guidance
of Hon’ble Prime Minister , he added.
Speaking on the event Secretary Power Shri Alok Kumar stated that this is a day for celebration
as a unique product has been launched for the energy market.
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Energy transition is happening across the world and India is also committed to energy transition
from fossil fuel to non-fossil fuel. Accordingly, the dynamics of the power market is changing.
The buyer’s behavior is shifting from long term contracts to short term contracts and also
towards the power market. Thus, this new initiative will help in enabling this energy transition.
The launch of the green day-ahead market will deepen the green market and will provide
competitive price signals, besides offering an opportunity to the market participants to trade in
green energy, in the most transparent, flexible, competitive, and efficient manner.
The market-based competitive prices will provide another option to renewable generators to sell
power as well as accelerate the renewable capacity addition towards the Government’s vision of
building India as a sustainable and efficient energy economy.
The distribution utilities would also be able to sell surplus renewable power generated in their
area. The obligated entities (distribution licensee, open access consumers and captive power
consumers) would also be able to meet the RPO target by directly buying green power from the
power exchange(s). The non-obligated entities will be able to buy power on voluntary basis and
help increasing the share of green power.
The introduction of GDAM is expected to create a domino effect that will lead to a gradual shift

Page 91
from PPA based contract to market-based models which will build and deepen the markets to
the next level, paving the way for India to meet its ambitious target of 450 GW green capacity by
2030.
The other benefits of participating in the GDAM would be reduction of curtailment of green
power, unlocking untapped renewable energy potential, ensuring instant payment to RE
generators ie on the day of delivery itself.
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National Load Despatch Centre (NLDC), POSOCO, as the Nodal Agency, has set up the latest
technologies and communication infrastructure for facilitating the Green Day Ahead Market.
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The Green Day-ahead market will operate in an integrated way with the conventional day-ahead
market. The Exchanges will offer the market participants to submit bids together for both
conventional and renewable energy through the separate bidding windows. The clearance will
take place in a sequential manner - renewable energy bids will be cleared first in accordance
with the must run status of the renewables, followed by conventional segment. This mechanism
will allow renewable energy sellers to subsequently bid in the conventional segment should their
bids remain uncleared in the green market. There will be separate price discoveries for the both
the conventional and renewables.
*******

IA

MV/IG

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 92
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2021-10-27

ENVOYS OF FOUR NATIONS PRESENT CREDENTIALS
TO PRESIDENT OF INDIA
Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Issues relating to Growth & Development - Banking, NPAs and RBI
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The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, accepted credentials from Ambassadors of the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Republic of Slovenia, Israel and the Arab Republic of Egypt in
Ashok Hall, Rashtrapati Bhavan today (October 26, 2021). This was the first such event held in
physical mode after the Covid-19 pandemic. Those who presented their credentials were:
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1. H.E. Ms. Peggy Frantzen, Ambassador of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
2. H.E Ms. Mateja Vodeb Ghosh, Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia
3. H.E. Mr. Naor Gilon, Ambassador of Israel

4. H.E. Mr. Wael Mohamed Awad Hamed, Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt
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Following the presentation of credentials, the President interacted with the four Ambassadors
separately. The President congratulated the envoys on their appointment and wished them
success in strengthening of bilateral ties and for their well-being and progress and prosperity of
the friendly people. During his interactions, the President also highlighted the close bonds that
India shared with the countries and the multifaceted relationship that India enjoyed with them.
Through the Ambassadors, the President also conveyed his personal regards to their
leaderships. The Ambassadors present at the event reiterated their commitment to work closely
to strengthen their ties with India.
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The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, accepted credentials from Ambassadors of the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Republic of Slovenia, Israel and the Arab Republic of Egypt in
Ashok Hall, Rashtrapati Bhavan today (October 26, 2021). This was the first such event held in
physical mode after the Covid-19 pandemic. Those who presented their credentials were:

1. H.E. Ms. Peggy Frantzen, Ambassador of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
2. H.E Ms. Mateja Vodeb Ghosh, Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia
3. H.E. Mr. Naor Gilon, Ambassador of Israel
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4. H.E. Mr. Wael Mohamed Awad Hamed, Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt

Following the presentation of credentials, the President interacted with the four Ambassadors
separately. The President congratulated the envoys on their appointment and wished them
success in strengthening of bilateral ties and for their well-being and progress and prosperity of
the friendly people. During his interactions, the President also highlighted the close bonds that
India shared with the countries and the multifaceted relationship that India enjoyed with them.
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Through the Ambassadors, the President also conveyed his personal regards to their
leaderships. The Ambassadors present at the event reiterated their commitment to work closely
to strengthen their ties with India.
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UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER SHRI NARENDRA
SINGH TOMAR ADDRESSES NATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON 'INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF FRUITS AND
VEGETABLES'
Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Major Crops, Cropping Patterns and various Agricultural Revolutions
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Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Shri Narendra Singh Tomar addressed a
National Conference on “International Year of Fruits and Vegetables” organized by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations. The Minister also released operational guidelines for the Horticulture
Cluster Development Programme and QR code of the guidelines. The conference was
organized as part of the celebration of the “International Year of Fruits and Vegetables, 2021”
declared by United Nations Organization. The theme for this year is “Awareness about the
nutritional benefits of fruits and vegetables for balanced and healthy diet and life style.”

In his keynote address, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar said that this conference is a unique
opportunity to raise awareness about the important role of fruits and vegetables in human
nutrition, health, food security and also in achieving Sustainable Development Goals of the
United Nations. To promote Globally popular Exotic and important Indigenous fruit crops in the
country, the Ministry has identified 10 globally popular Exotic fruit crops of commercial
importance and 10 important Indigenous fruit crops with high nutritional and nutraceutical
properties. The State Horticulture Departments have also been given targets for the year 202122 regarding area expansion for these crops. During the current year, 8951 hectares area for
exotic fruits and 7154 hectares area for indigenous fruits will be brought under cultivation.
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Shri Tomar said, “India is the second-largest producer of horticulture, producing about 12% of
the global fruit and vegetable production. During the year 2019-20, we recorded the highest ever
production of 320.77 million metric tonnes in horticulture, while the horticulture production for
2020-21 is estimated to be 329.86 million metric tonnes, which is also higher than the previous
year.” He stated, "PM Shri Narendra Modi has said that 21st century India needs post-harvest
food processing revolution and value addition amid increased agricultural production. Farmers
should get modern storage facilities near their village". Prime Minister has advocated for
increased private sector participation along with research and development in the agriculture
sector, the Minister added.

The Minister expressed hope that India can achieve the goal of bringing fruits and vegetables to
the plate of the poorest of the poor, not as a special food but as a daily necessity.
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Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of
India said that horticulture has become the growth engine of Indian Agriculture. He further stated
"International Year of Fruits and Vegetables”, is an attempt of the UN to raise awareness on the
importance of fruits and vegetables in our daily lives as well as in doubling of farmers’ income.
He said no one should be deprived of nutritional fulfilment.
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Shri Tomio Shichiri, FAO Representative in India informed that the FAO Regional Office for Asia
and the Pacific (FAO-RAP) and the Alliance of Bioversity International and the International
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) have also organised a webinar with the theme of
“Mainstreaming Indigenous Fruits and Vegetables for a Food and Nutrition Secure Future” for
celebrating the Year of Fruits and Vegetables. He further said that it is a great opportunity to
listen and share the national and international priorities from the decision-makers on the
promotion of Fruits and Vegetables.
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Shri Garth Atkinson, International Expert made a presentation on “Global shift in Horticulture
Supply Chain”. He talked about the Key Drivers of change in the area of Demography,
Environment and Marketing. During his presentation, he informed about the current practices of
Production, Post-harvest Management, Processing, Logistics, Marketing and their future trends.
Shri Rajbir Singh, Joint Secretary (MIDH), Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Government of India presented an overview of the event on International Year of Fruits and
Vegetables while Dr. S.K. Malhotra, Horticulture Commissioner, gave a theme presentation
during the seminar.

ac
k

IA

The Conference was also attended by senior officers of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Government of India, senior officers of Embassy of Israel, Embassy of the Netherlands,
Green Innovation Centre, GIZ, officers from National Horticulture Board, Coconut Development
Board, ICAR Institutes and all State Horticulture Missions along with leading growers
/processors/farmers across the country.
Click here for detailed presentation
*****
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Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Shri Narendra Singh Tomar addressed a
National Conference on “International Year of Fruits and Vegetables” organized by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations. The Minister also released operational guidelines for the Horticulture
Cluster Development Programme and QR code of the guidelines. The conference was
organized as part of the celebration of the “International Year of Fruits and Vegetables, 2021”
declared by United Nations Organization. The theme for this year is “Awareness about the
nutritional benefits of fruits and vegetables for balanced and healthy diet and life style.”
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In his keynote address, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar said that this conference is a unique
opportunity to raise awareness about the important role of fruits and vegetables in human
nutrition, health, food security and also in achieving Sustainable Development Goals of the
United Nations. To promote Globally popular Exotic and important Indigenous fruit crops in the
country, the Ministry has identified 10 globally popular Exotic fruit crops of commercial
importance and 10 important Indigenous fruit crops with high nutritional and nutraceutical
properties. The State Horticulture Departments have also been given targets for the year 202122 regarding area expansion for these crops. During the current year, 8951 hectares area for
exotic fruits and 7154 hectares area for indigenous fruits will be brought under cultivation.

Shri Tomar said, “India is the second-largest producer of horticulture, producing about 12% of
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the global fruit and vegetable production. During the year 2019-20, we recorded the highest ever
production of 320.77 million metric tonnes in horticulture, while the horticulture production for
2020-21 is estimated to be 329.86 million metric tonnes, which is also higher than the previous
year.” He stated, "PM Shri Narendra Modi has said that 21st century India needs post-harvest
food processing revolution and value addition amid increased agricultural production. Farmers
should get modern storage facilities near their village". Prime Minister has advocated for
increased private sector participation along with research and development in the agriculture
sector, the Minister added.
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The Minister expressed hope that India can achieve the goal of bringing fruits and vegetables to
the plate of the poorest of the poor, not as a special food but as a daily necessity.
Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of
India said that horticulture has become the growth engine of Indian Agriculture. He further stated
"International Year of Fruits and Vegetables”, is an attempt of the UN to raise awareness on the
importance of fruits and vegetables in our daily lives as well as in doubling of farmers’ income.
He said no one should be deprived of nutritional fulfilment.
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Shri Tomio Shichiri, FAO Representative in India informed that the FAO Regional Office for Asia
and the Pacific (FAO-RAP) and the Alliance of Bioversity International and the International
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) have also organised a webinar with the theme of
“Mainstreaming Indigenous Fruits and Vegetables for a Food and Nutrition Secure Future” for
celebrating the Year of Fruits and Vegetables. He further said that it is a great opportunity to
listen and share the national and international priorities from the decision-makers on the
promotion of Fruits and Vegetables.
Shri Garth Atkinson, International Expert made a presentation on “Global shift in Horticulture
Supply Chain”. He talked about the Key Drivers of change in the area of Demography,
Environment and Marketing. During his presentation, he informed about the current practices of
Production, Post-harvest Management, Processing, Logistics, Marketing and their future trends.
Shri Rajbir Singh, Joint Secretary (MIDH), Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Government of India presented an overview of the event on International Year of Fruits and
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Vegetables while Dr. S.K. Malhotra, Horticulture Commissioner, gave a theme presentation
during the seminar.
The Conference was also attended by senior officers of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Government of India, senior officers of Embassy of Israel, Embassy of the Netherlands,
Green Innovation Centre, GIZ, officers from National Horticulture Board, Coconut Development
Board, ICAR Institutes and all State Horticulture Missions along with leading growers
/processors/farmers across the country.
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Click here for detailed presentation
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Date : 2021-10-29

MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES, IN
ASSOCIATION WITH NAFED, LAUNCHES ‘DILLI BAKES’
– FIRST ‘ONE DISTRICT, ONE PRODUCT’ (ODOP)
BRAND UNDER PMFME SCHEME

m

Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Food processing and related industries in India: scope and significance,
location, upstream and downstream requirements and supply chain management
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The Ministry of Food Processing Industries, in association with the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India (NAFED), launched the first ‘One District, One
Product’ ‘Dilli Bakes’ in the bakery products category of the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of
Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme on Friday at Panchsheel Bhawan, New
Delhi.
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The brand was launched in the august presence of Union Minister for Food Processing
Industries, Sh. Pashupati Kumar Paras, Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, Sh.
Prahlad Singh Patel and Sh. Sanjeev Kumar Chadha, MD, NAFED.

The brand and the product have been exclusively developed under the ODOP concept for the
bakery which is one of the ODOPs for Delhi. This is the first product, i.e., whole wheat rusks
launched under the Dilli Bakes brand and will be followed by launch of more products. According
to NAFED, the whole wheat rusks is a unique product as it is made with jaggery instead of sugar
and contains butter instead of vanaspati. The 260gm pack is competitively priced at M.R.P. Rs.
60 for the benefit of consumers and is available in unique and attractive packaging that keeps
moisture and sunlight at bay, thus ensuring longer shelf life of the product and keeping it crispier
and fresh.
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Under the PMFME Scheme, the Ministry of Food Processing industries had signed an MoU with
NAFED for developing ten brands of the selected ODOPs under the branding & marketing
component of the scheme.
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Through this initiative, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries, in association with NAFED
under the PMFME scheme, aims at sending a strong and encouraging message to the micro
food processing enterprises (MFPEs) across the country about the vision, efforts and initiatives
of the Government to formalise, upgrade and strengthen them taking them a step closer to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
Dilli Bakes Products will be available at all NAFED Bazaars, E-commerce platforms, and
prominent retail stores across India.
About the PMFME Scheme:

cr

Launched under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro
food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme is a centrally sponsored scheme that aims to
enhance the competitiveness of existing individual micro-enterprises in the unorganized
segment of the food processing industry and to promote formalization of the sector and provide
support to Farmer Producer Organizations, Self Help Groups, and Producers Cooperatives
along their entire value chain. With an outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore over a period of five years from
2020-21 to 2024-25, the scheme envisions to directly assist the 2,00,000 micro food processing
units for providing financial, technical, and business support for upgradation of existing micro
food processing enterprises.
For more details, visit: https://pmfme.mofpi.gov.in/pmfme/#/Home-Page
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The Ministry of Food Processing Industries, in association with the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India (NAFED), launched the first ‘One District, One
Product’ ‘Dilli Bakes’ in the bakery products category of the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of
Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme on Friday at Panchsheel Bhawan, New
Delhi.
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The brand was launched in the august presence of Union Minister for Food Processing
Industries, Sh. Pashupati Kumar Paras, Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, Sh.
Prahlad Singh Patel and Sh. Sanjeev Kumar Chadha, MD, NAFED.
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The brand and the product have been exclusively developed under the ODOP concept for the
bakery which is one of the ODOPs for Delhi. This is the first product, i.e., whole wheat rusks
launched under the Dilli Bakes brand and will be followed by launch of more products. According
to NAFED, the whole wheat rusks is a unique product as it is made with jaggery instead of sugar
and contains butter instead of vanaspati. The 260gm pack is competitively priced at M.R.P. Rs.
60 for the benefit of consumers and is available in unique and attractive packaging that keeps
moisture and sunlight at bay, thus ensuring longer shelf life of the product and keeping it crispier
and fresh.
Under the PMFME Scheme, the Ministry of Food Processing industries had signed an MoU with
NAFED for developing ten brands of the selected ODOPs under the branding & marketing
component of the scheme.
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Through this initiative, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries, in association with NAFED
under the PMFME scheme, aims at sending a strong and encouraging message to the micro
food processing enterprises (MFPEs) across the country about the vision, efforts and initiatives
of the Government to formalise, upgrade and strengthen them taking them a step closer to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
Dilli Bakes Products will be available at all NAFED Bazaars, E-commerce platforms, and
prominent retail stores across India.
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About the PMFME Scheme:
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Launched under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro
food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme is a centrally sponsored scheme that aims to
enhance the competitiveness of existing individual micro-enterprises in the unorganized
segment of the food processing industry and to promote formalization of the sector and provide
support to Farmer Producer Organizations, Self Help Groups, and Producers Cooperatives
along their entire value chain. With an outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore over a period of five years from
2020-21 to 2024-25, the scheme envisions to directly assist the 2,00,000 micro food processing
units for providing financial, technical, and business support for upgradation of existing micro
food processing enterprises.
For more details, visit: https://pmfme.mofpi.gov.in/pmfme/#/Home-Page
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Date : 2021-10-29

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS'
WELFARE RELEASES THIRD ADVANCE ESTIMATES
OF AREA AND PRODUCTION OF HORTICULTURAL
CROPS OF 2020-21
Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Major Crops, Cropping Patterns and various Agricultural Revolutions
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The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has released 2020-21 (Third Advance
Estimates) of Area and Production of various Horticultural Crops, compiled on the basis of
information received from States/ UTs and other Governmental source agencies. Union Minister
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar informed that under the able
leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, due to the farmer-friendly policies of the
government, tireless hard work of farmers and research of scientists, horticulture production in
the year 2020-21 is estimated to be a record 331.05 million tonnes. This shows an increase of
10.6 million tonnes (3.3%) over 2019-20.
Total Horticulture

2020-21
(3rdAdv. Est.)
Area (in Million Ha)
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26.48

IA

2019-20
(Final)

27.59

Production(in Million Tonne)
320.47

cr

331.05

Highlights of 2020-21 (Third Advance Estimates)

Click here for the summary sheet of the Third advance estimates of 2020-21
*****
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The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has released 2020-21 (Third Advance
Estimates) of Area and Production of various Horticultural Crops, compiled on the basis of
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information received from States/ UTs and other Governmental source agencies. Union Minister
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar informed that under the able
leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, due to the farmer-friendly policies of the
government, tireless hard work of farmers and research of scientists, horticulture production in
the year 2020-21 is estimated to be a record 331.05 million tonnes. This shows an increase of
10.6 million tonnes (3.3%) over 2019-20.
Total Horticulture
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2019-20
(Final)

Area (in Million Ha)
26.48
27.59
Production(in Million Tonne)

331.05
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Highlights of 2020-21 (Third Advance Estimates)

Click here for the summary sheet of the Third advance estimates of 2020-21
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Date : 2021-10-30

INDIA’S FIRST BANNI BUFFALO IVF CALF BORN
Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Economics of Animal-Rearing incl. White, Blue & Pink Revolutions
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With the birth of first IVF calf of a Buffalo breed namely Banni in the country, India’s OPU - IVF
work has reached to next level. This first IVF Banni calf is born out of 6 Banni IVF pregnancies
established at the doorsteps of a farmer, Vinay . L. Wala of Sushila Agro farms, located at
Dhanej in Somnath district of Gujarat.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi had talked about the Banni buffalo breed during his visit to
Kutch region of Gujarat on December 15, 2020. The very next day, i.e. December 16, 2020,
Ovum Pick-Up (OPU) and aspiration processes for the in vitro fertilization (IVF) of Banni
Buffaloes were planned.
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The scientists aspirated 3 Banni Buffaloes of Sushila agro farms of Vinay. L. Wala of Dhanej in
Somnath district of Gujarat. They subjected 29 oocytes (egg cells) to intervaginal culture device
(IVC) from these three Banni buffaloes. Total 20 oocytes from one of them were subjected to
IVC.
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In fact, 20 oocytes from one donor resulted in 11 embryos. Embryo transfer (ET) was done with
9 embryos, which resulted in 3 IVF pregnancies. Total 5 Oocytes from second donor resulted in
5 embryos (100 %). Of five embryos, four were selected for the ET which resulted in 2
pregnancies. From the 4 oocytes of the third donor, 2 embryos were developed and the embryo
transfer resulted in one pregnancy.

m

Overall, 18 embryos were developed from 29 oocytes (62 % BL rate). The ET of 15 embryos
resulted in 6 Banni pregnancies (40 % Pregnancy rate). Of these 6 pregnancies, the very first
IVF Banni Calf is born today. This is the first Banni Buffalo IVF calf in the country.
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Both the government and the scientist fraternity see a great potential in the field of IVF of
buffaloes and are striving hard to improve cattle wealth in the country.
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With the birth of first IVF calf of a Buffalo breed namely Banni in the country, India’s OPU - IVF
work has reached to next level. This first IVF Banni calf is born out of 6 Banni IVF pregnancies
established at the doorsteps of a farmer, Vinay . L. Wala of Sushila Agro farms, located at
Dhanej in Somnath district of Gujarat.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi had talked about the Banni buffalo breed during his visit to
Kutch region of Gujarat on December 15, 2020. The very next day, i.e. December 16, 2020,
Ovum Pick-Up (OPU) and aspiration processes for the in vitro fertilization (IVF) of Banni
Buffaloes were planned.
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The scientists aspirated 3 Banni Buffaloes of Sushila agro farms of Vinay. L. Wala of Dhanej in
Somnath district of Gujarat. They subjected 29 oocytes (egg cells) to intervaginal culture device
(IVC) from these three Banni buffaloes. Total 20 oocytes from one of them were subjected to
IVC.
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In fact, 20 oocytes from one donor resulted in 11 embryos. Embryo transfer (ET) was done with
9 embryos, which resulted in 3 IVF pregnancies. Total 5 Oocytes from second donor resulted in
5 embryos (100 %). Of five embryos, four were selected for the ET which resulted in 2
pregnancies. From the 4 oocytes of the third donor, 2 embryos were developed and the embryo
transfer resulted in one pregnancy.
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Overall, 18 embryos were developed from 29 oocytes (62 % BL rate). The ET of 15 embryos
resulted in 6 Banni pregnancies (40 % Pregnancy rate). Of these 6 pregnancies, the very first
IVF Banni Calf is born today. This is the first Banni Buffalo IVF calf in the country.
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Both the government and the scientist fraternity see a great potential in the field of IVF of
buffaloes and are striving hard to improve cattle wealth in the country.
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