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'SENIOR CARE AGEING GROWTH ENGINE' (SAGE)
PROJECT TO SUPPORT INDIA’S ELDERLY
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms,
Laws Institutions and Bodies
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There is a sharp rise in India’s elderly population and thrust is on creating an ecosystem that
supports their needs more holistically. There are 110 million elders in this country, who are
above the age of 60. As per the latest industry reports, the share of elders, as a percentage of
the total population in the country, is expected to increase from around 7.5 percent in 2001 to
almost 12.5 percent by 2026, and surpass 19.5 percent by 2050.

S.
co

Govt of India under the leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has created the
Senior Citizen Welfare Fund in 2016 to fund activities that would bring significant change in the
lives of the elderly in India. The Fund is expected to use Rs. 9,000 Cr of unclaimed deposits in
the EPF and other public funds. The Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana is funded through this.
In order to utilise this fund, Govt has constituted (7) Eminent Expert groups addressing the areas
of livelihood, employment, health, nutrition, silver economy, capacity building and research. The
Expert Group on silver economy has recommended to bring out a scheme to promote private
enterprises that bring out innovation in products and processes for the benefit of the elders.
Based on their recommendations, the Senior Aging Growth Engine (SAGE) has been designed.
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Objectives are, to focus on addressing the needs of India’s fast rising elderly population,
to select, support and create a “one-stop access” of elderly care products and services,
to encourage the selected “startups” based on the innovative products and
services address the services from health, housing, care centers, technology access
linked to needs ranging from finances, food and wealth management to legal guidance.
SAGE Portal: In order to provide a transparent mechanism for selecting the start-ups, a
dedicated portal has been designed. All proposals will be uploaded and selection will be
based on blind review by an independent screening committee of experts. The first set of
selected startups will be hosted on the portal in about two months’ time. Shri
Chandrasekhar Buddha CEO of NEAT Ministry of Education, and Dr. K. Elangovan,
Assistant Innovation Director, MHRD, have designed the portal in record time.
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Equity support- The Inter Ministerial committee for the SCWF has considered for funding
of about Rs. 100 Cr as equity support to the selected start-ups @ maximum Rs. 1 Cr per
Startup. For the current year, Rs. 20 Cr is made available. In the next five years,
about 100 such innovative start-ups will be funded under the project.
Outcomes expected: SAGE project aims to identify, evaluate, verify, aggregate, and
deliver products, solutions, services which can be directly provided to the stakeholders,
giving them wide choice to select the products, solutions and services that would suit
their requirements and help in improving their quality of life. The MoSJE will act as the
facilitator in the entire process enabling the elderly to access the credible products
through these identified start-ups.
The EEC report has highlighted that the business opportunities in this space could emerge from
impact-focused enterprises (social enterprises, non-profits, informal networks), technology startups (fintech, adtech, foodtech, healthtech, wealthtech), legal and financial services (planning
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solutions, insurance, medico-legal) and infrastructure and managed care systems (senior
housing, living facilities, care centres.). In addition to this, research and data-driven
organizations and incubators of social enterprises are also expected to come forward to be a
part of SAGE.
The empowered committee has recommended that during selection innovative ideas by young
startups (with less than 3 years) put up by social incubators and independent startups which
have worked on the elderly cause for 3 years should be considered and encouraged.
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There is a sharp rise in India’s elderly population and thrust is on creating an ecosystem that
supports their needs more holistically. There are 110 million elders in this country, who are
above the age of 60. As per the latest industry reports, the share of elders, as a percentage of
the total population in the country, is expected to increase from around 7.5 percent in 2001 to
almost 12.5 percent by 2026, and surpass 19.5 percent by 2050.
Govt of India under the leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has created the
Senior Citizen Welfare Fund in 2016 to fund activities that would bring significant change in the
lives of the elderly in India. The Fund is expected to use Rs. 9,000 Cr of unclaimed deposits in
the EPF and other public funds. The Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana is funded through this.
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In order to utilise this fund, Govt has constituted (7) Eminent Expert groups addressing the areas
of livelihood, employment, health, nutrition, silver economy, capacity building and research. The
Expert Group on silver economy has recommended to bring out a scheme to promote private
enterprises that bring out innovation in products and processes for the benefit of the elders.
Based on their recommendations, the Senior Aging Growth Engine (SAGE) has been designed.
Objectives are, to focus on addressing the needs of India’s fast rising elderly population,
to select, support and create a “one-stop access” of elderly care products and services,
to encourage the selected “startups” based on the innovative products and
services address the services from health, housing, care centers, technology access
linked to needs ranging from finances, food and wealth management to legal guidance.
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SAGE Portal: In order to provide a transparent mechanism for selecting the start-ups, a
dedicated portal has been designed. All proposals will be uploaded and selection will be
based on blind review by an independent screening committee of experts. The first set of
selected startups will be hosted on the portal in about two months’ time. Shri
Chandrasekhar Buddha CEO of NEAT Ministry of Education, and Dr. K. Elangovan,
Assistant Innovation Director, MHRD, have designed the portal in record time.
Equity support- The Inter Ministerial committee for the SCWF has considered for funding
of about Rs. 100 Cr as equity support to the selected start-ups @ maximum Rs. 1 Cr per
Startup. For the current year, Rs. 20 Cr is made available. In the next five years,
about 100 such innovative start-ups will be funded under the project.
Outcomes expected: SAGE project aims to identify, evaluate, verify, aggregate, and
deliver products, solutions, services which can be directly provided to the stakeholders,
giving them wide choice to select the products, solutions and services that would suit
their requirements and help in improving their quality of life. The MoSJE will act as the
facilitator in the entire process enabling the elderly to access the credible products
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through these identified start-ups.
The EEC report has highlighted that the business opportunities in this space could emerge from
impact-focused enterprises (social enterprises, non-profits, informal networks), technology startups (fintech, adtech, foodtech, healthtech, wealthtech), legal and financial services (planning
solutions, insurance, medico-legal) and infrastructure and managed care systems (senior
housing, living facilities, care centres.). In addition to this, research and data-driven
organizations and incubators of social enterprises are also expected to come forward to be a
part of SAGE.
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The empowered committee has recommended that during selection innovative ideas by young
startups (with less than 3 years) put up by social incubators and independent startups which
have worked on the elderly cause for 3 years should be considered and encouraged.
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TRANS- HIMALAYAN REGION BECOMING ONE OF THE
PROMISING ASTRONOMICAL SITES GLOBALLY
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and
effects in everyday life
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The Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) located at Hanle near Leh in Ladakh is becoming
one of the promising observatory sites globally, said a recent study. This is due to its
advantages of more clear nights, minimal light pollution, background aerosol concentration,
extremely dry atmospheric condition, and uninterrupted by monsoon.
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Astronomers are constantly searching for ideal locations around the world to build their next big
telescope based on local meteorological data collected over many years. Such studies are
crucial in planning for future observatories and the prediction of how they will vary with time.
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Researchers from India and their collaborators carried out a detailed study of the night time
cloud cover fraction over 8 high altitude observatories, including three in India. They used
reanalysis data, combined from assimilation and observation extending over 41 years, along
with 21 years of data from satellites. The study classified the quality of observable nights for
different astronomical usages like photometry and spectroscopy on a daily basis. They
analysed datasets for the Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) in Hanle and Merak (Ladakh),
and Devasthal (Nainital) in India, Ali Observatory in the Tibet Autonomous Region in China,
South African Large Telescope in South Africa, University of Tokyo Atacama Observatory and
Paranal in Chile, and the National Astronomical Observatory in Mexico. The team found that the
Hanle site which is as dry as Atacama Desert in Chile and much drier than Devasthal and has
around 270 clear nights in a year and is also one of the emerging sites for infrared and sub-mm
optical astronomy. This is because water vapour absorbs electromagnetic signals and reduces
their strength.
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The research led by Dr. Shantikumar Singh Ningombam of Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA),
Bangalore, and scientists from Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences
(ARIES) in Nainital, autonomous institutes of the Department of Science & Technology (DST),
Government of India and collaborators from St. Joseph's College, Bangalore, and the National
Institute of Meteorological Sciences, South Korea, University of Colorado and Chemical
Sciences Laboratory, NOAA, USA has been published in the Monthly Notices for Royal
Astronomical Society (MNRAS).
They found that Paranal, located in a high-altitude desert in Chile, to be the best site in terms of
clear skies with around 87% of clear nights in a year. IAO-Hanle, and Ali observatories, which
are located around 80 km from each other, are similar to each other in terms of clear night skies.
They found that Devasthal has a slightly larger number of clear nights compared to the other
sites in the sub-continent but are affected by monsoons for about three months in a year.
However, night observations at IAO-Hanle from 2m-Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) are
possible throughout the year without any interruption due to monsoons. Due to the advantages
of more clear nights, minimal light pollution, background aerosol concentration, extremely dry
atmospheric conditions, and uninterrupted by monsoon, this region is becoming one of the
promising sites globally for the next generation of astronomical observatories.
On the other hand, the cloud cover fraction for Hanle, Merak, and Devasthal in India and Ali in
China were 66-75%, 51-68%, 61-78%, and 61-75%, respectively at various time resolutions
using satellite-era and reanalysis data. Studying the variation of atmospheric parameters from
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1980 to 2020 for all sites, the researchers found decreasing trends for the cloud cover fraction
over the central region of Africa, the Eurasian continent, and the American continents, but
increasing trends in the maritime region as well as land regions in the Sahara Desert, the Middle
East, Indian sub-continent, the Tibetan Plateau and some of the Southeast Asian islands. This
was possibly caused by global warming and associated water vapour changes in land-oceanic
regions.

m

Such detailed studies of long-term cloud fraction and other various meteorological parameters
help IIA plan for several mega-science projects such as National Large Solar Telescope (NLST)
of 2-meter aperture and National Large Optical Telescope (NLOT) of 8-10 meter aperture at
Merak and Hanle, respectively in the high-altitude Ladakh region.
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After examining several years of data of various astroclimatological parameters, IIA had installed
the 2-meter aperture Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) at Indian Astronomical Observatory
(IAO), Hanle, during 2000. Thereafter, due to the uniqueness of this site, several astronomical
telescopes operating at optical and infrared wavebands have been installed at Hanle by several
Institutes in the country.
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“In order to plan for future observatories, such detailed analysis of data from multiple sites over
many years and the prediction of their variation with time are crucial,” said Dr. Shantikumar
Singh Ningombam of IIA, the lead researcher of the study.

Figure 1: Eight high-altitude astronomical observatories/sites considered in the study.
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Figure 2: The four rows are the derived maps of average cloud cover fraction, surface
temperature, precipitable water vapour in mm, and relative humidity. The first column is the
average value, and the 2nd and 3rd columns are the trends of these quantities with time, from
ERA5 and MERRA-2 datasets, respectively, over a 41 year period.
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Publication link: https://doi.org/10.1093/mnras/stab1971
For more details, Dr. Shantikumar Singh Ningombam (shanti@iiap.res.in; mob: 09741001220)
and Dr. Umesh Chandra Dumka (dumka@aries.res.in; 09897559451) can be contacted.
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The Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) located at Hanle near Leh in Ladakh is becoming
one of the promising observatory sites globally, said a recent study. This is due to its
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advantages of more clear nights, minimal light pollution, background aerosol concentration,
extremely dry atmospheric condition, and uninterrupted by monsoon.
Astronomers are constantly searching for ideal locations around the world to build their next big
telescope based on local meteorological data collected over many years. Such studies are
crucial in planning for future observatories and the prediction of how they will vary with time.
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Researchers from India and their collaborators carried out a detailed study of the night time
cloud cover fraction over 8 high altitude observatories, including three in India. They used
reanalysis data, combined from assimilation and observation extending over 41 years, along
with 21 years of data from satellites. The study classified the quality of observable nights for
different astronomical usages like photometry and spectroscopy on a daily basis. They
analysed datasets for the Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) in Hanle and Merak (Ladakh),
and Devasthal (Nainital) in India, Ali Observatory in the Tibet Autonomous Region in China,
South African Large Telescope in South Africa, University of Tokyo Atacama Observatory and
Paranal in Chile, and the National Astronomical Observatory in Mexico. The team found that the
Hanle site which is as dry as Atacama Desert in Chile and much drier than Devasthal and has
around 270 clear nights in a year and is also one of the emerging sites for infrared and sub-mm
optical astronomy. This is because water vapour absorbs electromagnetic signals and reduces
their strength.
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The research led by Dr. Shantikumar Singh Ningombam of Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA),
Bangalore, and scientists from Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences
(ARIES) in Nainital, autonomous institutes of the Department of Science & Technology (DST),
Government of India and collaborators from St. Joseph's College, Bangalore, and the National
Institute of Meteorological Sciences, South Korea, University of Colorado and Chemical
Sciences Laboratory, NOAA, USA has been published in the Monthly Notices for Royal
Astronomical Society (MNRAS).
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They found that Paranal, located in a high-altitude desert in Chile, to be the best site in terms of
clear skies with around 87% of clear nights in a year. IAO-Hanle, and Ali observatories, which
are located around 80 km from each other, are similar to each other in terms of clear night skies.
They found that Devasthal has a slightly larger number of clear nights compared to the other
sites in the sub-continent but are affected by monsoons for about three months in a year.
However, night observations at IAO-Hanle from 2m-Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) are
possible throughout the year without any interruption due to monsoons. Due to the advantages
of more clear nights, minimal light pollution, background aerosol concentration, extremely dry
atmospheric conditions, and uninterrupted by monsoon, this region is becoming one of the
promising sites globally for the next generation of astronomical observatories.
On the other hand, the cloud cover fraction for Hanle, Merak, and Devasthal in India and Ali in
China were 66-75%, 51-68%, 61-78%, and 61-75%, respectively at various time resolutions
using satellite-era and reanalysis data. Studying the variation of atmospheric parameters from
1980 to 2020 for all sites, the researchers found decreasing trends for the cloud cover fraction
over the central region of Africa, the Eurasian continent, and the American continents, but
increasing trends in the maritime region as well as land regions in the Sahara Desert, the Middle
East, Indian sub-continent, the Tibetan Plateau and some of the Southeast Asian islands. This
was possibly caused by global warming and associated water vapour changes in land-oceanic
regions.
Such detailed studies of long-term cloud fraction and other various meteorological parameters
help IIA plan for several mega-science projects such as National Large Solar Telescope (NLST)
of 2-meter aperture and National Large Optical Telescope (NLOT) of 8-10 meter aperture at
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Merak and Hanle, respectively in the high-altitude Ladakh region.
After examining several years of data of various astroclimatological parameters, IIA had installed
the 2-meter aperture Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) at Indian Astronomical Observatory
(IAO), Hanle, during 2000. Thereafter, due to the uniqueness of this site, several astronomical
telescopes operating at optical and infrared wavebands have been installed at Hanle by several
Institutes in the country.
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“In order to plan for future observatories, such detailed analysis of data from multiple sites over
many years and the prediction of their variation with time are crucial,” said Dr. Shantikumar
Singh Ningombam of IIA, the lead researcher of the study.

Figure 1: Eight high-altitude astronomical observatories/sites considered in the study.
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Figure 2: The four rows are the derived maps of average cloud cover fraction, surface
temperature, precipitable water vapour in mm, and relative humidity. The first column is the
average value, and the 2nd and 3rd columns are the trends of these quantities with time, from
ERA5 and MERRA-2 datasets, respectively, over a 41 year period.

Publication link: https://doi.org/10.1093/mnras/stab1971
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For more details, Dr. Shantikumar Singh Ningombam (shanti@iiap.res.in; mob: 09741001220)
and Dr. Umesh Chandra Dumka (dumka@aries.res.in; 09897559451) can be contacted.
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PM TO LAUNCH SWACHH BHARAT MISSION-URBAN
2.0 AND AMRUT 2.0 ON 1ST OCTOBER
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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In a landmark initiative, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch Swachh Bharat MissionUrban 2.0 and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 2.0 at 11 AM on 1st
October 2021, at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi.
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In line with the vision of the Prime Minister, SBM-U 2.0 and AMRUT 2.0 have been designed to
realize the aspiration to make all our cities ‘Garbage Free’ and ‘Water Secure’. These flagship
Missions signify a step forward in our march towards effectively addressing the challenges of
rapidly urbanizing India and will also help contribute towards achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals 2030.
Union Minister and MoS for Housing & Urban Affairs and Ministers of Urban Development of
States & UTs will also be present on the occasion.
About Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
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SBM-U 2.0 envisions to make all cities ‘Garbage Free’ and ensure grey and black water
management in all cities other than those covered under AMRUT, make all urban local bodies
as ODF+ and those with a population of less than 1 lakh as ODF++, thereby achieving the vision
of safe sanitation in urban areas. The Mission will focus on source segregation of solid waste,
utilizing the principles of 3Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle), scientific processing of all types of
municipal solid waste and remediation of legacy dumpsites for effective solid waste
management. The outlay of SBM-U 2.0 is around 1.41 lakh crore.
About AMRUT 2.0

cr

AMRUT 2.0 aims to provide 100% coverage of water supply to all households in around 4,700
urban local bodies by providing about 2.68 crore tap connections and 100% coverage of
sewerage and septage in 500 AMRUT cities by providing around 2.64 crore sewer/ septage
connections, which will benefit more than 10.5 crore people in urban areas. AMRUT 2.0 will
adopt the principles of circular economy and promote conservation and rejuvenation of surface
and groundwater bodies. The Mission will promote data led governance in water management
and Technology Sub-Mission to leverage latest global technologies and skills. ‘Pey Jal
Survekshan’ will be conducted to promote progressive competition among cities. The outlay of
AMRUT 2.0 is around 2.87 lakh crore.
Impact of SBM-U and AMRUT
SBM-U and AMRUT have contributed significantly to improve urban landscape during the last
seven years. The two flagship Missions have augmented the capacity to deliver basic services
of water supply and sanitation to the citizens. Swachhta has become a Jan Andolan today. All
urban local bodies have been declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) and 70% solid waste is
being scientifically processed now. AMRUT has been ensuring water security by adding 1.1
crore household water tap connections and 85 lakh sewer connections, thus benefiting more
than 4 crore people.
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In a landmark initiative, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch Swachh Bharat MissionUrban 2.0 and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 2.0 at 11 AM on 1st
October 2021, at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi.
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In line with the vision of the Prime Minister, SBM-U 2.0 and AMRUT 2.0 have been designed to
realize the aspiration to make all our cities ‘Garbage Free’ and ‘Water Secure’. These flagship
Missions signify a step forward in our march towards effectively addressing the challenges of
rapidly urbanizing India and will also help contribute towards achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals 2030.
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Union Minister and MoS for Housing & Urban Affairs and Ministers of Urban Development of
States & UTs will also be present on the occasion.
About Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0

About AMRUT 2.0
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SBM-U 2.0 envisions to make all cities ‘Garbage Free’ and ensure grey and black water
management in all cities other than those covered under AMRUT, make all urban local bodies
as ODF+ and those with a population of less than 1 lakh as ODF++, thereby achieving the vision
of safe sanitation in urban areas. The Mission will focus on source segregation of solid waste,
utilizing the principles of 3Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle), scientific processing of all types of
municipal solid waste and remediation of legacy dumpsites for effective solid waste
management. The outlay of SBM-U 2.0 is around 1.41 lakh crore.
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AMRUT 2.0 aims to provide 100% coverage of water supply to all households in around 4,700
urban local bodies by providing about 2.68 crore tap connections and 100% coverage of
sewerage and septage in 500 AMRUT cities by providing around 2.64 crore sewer/ septage
connections, which will benefit more than 10.5 crore people in urban areas. AMRUT 2.0 will
adopt the principles of circular economy and promote conservation and rejuvenation of surface
and groundwater bodies. The Mission will promote data led governance in water management
and Technology Sub-Mission to leverage latest global technologies and skills. ‘Pey Jal
Survekshan’ will be conducted to promote progressive competition among cities. The outlay of
AMRUT 2.0 is around 2.87 lakh crore.
Impact of SBM-U and AMRUT
SBM-U and AMRUT have contributed significantly to improve urban landscape during the last
seven years. The two flagship Missions have augmented the capacity to deliver basic services
of water supply and sanitation to the citizens. Swachhta has become a Jan Andolan today. All
urban local bodies have been declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) and 70% solid waste is
being scientifically processed now. AMRUT has been ensuring water security by adding 1.1
crore household water tap connections and 85 lakh sewer connections, thus benefiting more
than 4 crore people.
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NO CLEAN SWEEP: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON A
SWACHH BHARAT AND URBAN INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Seven years after launching his government’s marquee programme, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has announced the second phase of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) and the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), with a fresh promise to make
India’s cities clean. For all the attention it has received, the goal of scientific waste management
and full sanitation that Mahatma Gandhi emphasised even a century ago remains largely
aspirational today, and the recent lament of Principal Economic Adviser Sanjeev Sanyal on dirty,
dysfunctional cities drives home the point. That urban India, in his view, is unable to match cities
in Vietnam that has a comparable per capita income is a telling commentary on a lack of urban
management capacities in spite of the Swachh Bharat programme enjoying tremendous support.
SBM-U 2.0, with a 1.41-lakh crore outlay, aims to focus on garbage-free cities and urban grey
and black water management in places not covered by AMRUT. In its first phase, the Mission
had an outstanding balance of 3,532 crore, since the total allocation was 14,622 crore while
cumulative releases came to 11,090 crore. The issue of capability and governance underscores
the challenge — of being able to process only about one lakh tonnes of solid waste per day
against 1.4 lakh tonnes generated — to transition to a circular economy that treats solid and
liquid waste as a resource.
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Raising community involvement in resource recovery, which the rules governing municipal,
plastic and electronic waste provide for, calls for a partnership that gives a tangible incentive to
households. The current model of issuing mega contracts to big corporations — as opposed to
decentralised community-level operations for instance — has left segregation of waste at source
a non-starter. In the absence of a scaling up of operations, which can provide large-scale
employment, and creation of matching facilities for material recovery, SBM-U 2.0 cannot keep
pace with the tide of waste in a growing economy. On sanitation, the impressive claim of
exceeding the targets for household, community and public toilets thus far obscures the reality
that without water connections, many of them are unusable, and in public places, left in
decrepitude. State and municipal governments, which do the heavy lifting on waste and
sanitation issues, should work to increase community ownership of the system. As things stand,
it is a long road to Open Defecation Free plus (ODF+) status for urban India, since that requires
no recorded case of open defecation and for all public toilets to be maintained and functioning.
Equally, the high ambition of achieving 100% tap water supply in about 4,700 urban local bodies
and sewerage and septage in 500 AMRUT cities depends crucially on making at least good
public rental housing accessible to millions of people.
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PRIME MINISTER LAUNCHES SCHEMES FOR
TRANSFORMING URBAN AREAS- AMRUT 2.0 AND
SWACHH BHARAT MISSION-URBAN 2.0
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today launched the second phases of SWACHH
BHARAT MISSION-URBAN (SBM-U) and ATAL MISSION FOR REJUVENATION AND URBAN
TRANSFORMATION (AMRUT) in New Delhi. Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs & Petroleum and Natural Gas Shri
Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs Shri Kaushal Kishore and
Minister of State for Jal shakti, Shri Bishwesar Tudu.
Prime Minister in his independence speech on 15th August, 2021 from the ramparts of Red Fort
had said “We now have to move ahead with the goal of achieving saturation of schemes, and,
for this, we do not have to keep a distant deadline”. In pursuance of the Prime Minister’s vision,
the schemes, with an outlay of about 4.4 Lakh Crore, will adopt ‘Universal Approach’ and make
a move towards ‘Saturation’ in sanitation and water availability in all Urban Local Bodies (ULBs).
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SWACHH BHARAT MISSION-URBAN 2.0
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The announcement for the launch of SBM was made by Hon’ble Prime Minister on 15th August
2014, with the Mission being formally launched on 2nd October 2014. The objectives of the
Mission were-Eradication of open defecation in all statutory towns; 100% scientific management
of municipal solid waste in all statutory towns; and effecting behaviour change through Jan
Andolan.
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Over the last seven years, the Mission has reached all corners of the country and has changed
the lives of countless citizens with its ‘people first’ focus. The Mission revolutionized the
sanitation space in urban India, by providing 100% access to sanitation facilities in urban India.
Under it, over 70 lakh households, community and public toilets have been built, thus providing
safe and dignified sanitation solutions for all. The Mission has prioritized the needs of women,
transgender communities, and persons with disabilities (Divyangs).

The Mission provided access to sanitation facilities which have been improved further through
digital innovation such as SBM Toilets on Google Maps where over 65,000 public toilets
across 3,300+ cities have been made live. Urban India was declared open defecation free in
2019 following which the Mission has propelled urban India on the path of sustainable sanitation,
with over 3,000 cities and over 950 cities being certified ODF+ and ODF++ respectively. Cities
are progressing towards Water+ certification under the Water+ Protocol which focuses on
treatment of wastewater and its optimum reuse.
In the area of scientific waste management, waste processing in India has gone up over four
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times from 18% in 2014 to 70% today. This has been aided through 100% door-to-door waste
collection in 97% wards and source segregation of waste being practised by citizens across 85%
wards.
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The Mission has been able to bring about a marked difference in the lives of sanitation workers
and informal waste workers with over 5.5 lakh sanitation workerslinked to social welfare
schemes. The uninterrupted services by frontline sanitation workers played a key role in
ensuring the safety of urban India during Covid-19 pandemic. The active participation of 20 crore
citizens (comprising over 50% of India’s urban population) in the program has successfully
transformed the Mission into a people’s movement, a true Jan Andolanthrough massive IEC and
behaviour change campaigns.

Digital enablements such as Swachhata App, the digital grievance redressal platform
introduced by MoHUA in 2016, has reinvented the way in which citizen grievance redressal is
managed. The App has resolved over 2 crore citizen complaints till date with active engagement
from citizens. MoHUA has recently launched the revamped version of Swachhata App 2.0.
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Swachh Survekshan,the world’s largest urban cleanliness survey covering over 4,000
Urban Local Bodies was initiated under SBM-Urban in 2016. The Survekshan framework
has evolved with the years and has today become a unique management tool that
accelerates ground level implementation to achieve sanitation outcomes. Swachh
Survekshan 2021 was conducted in record time despite the on-ground challenges posed
by the pandemic. Over the years, the survey has received over 7 crore citizen feedback
cumulatively. Continuous capacity building of state and city level officials was
undertaken, with over 10 lakh municipal officials and staff trained on various Mission
components.
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Now, taking a big leap from the SBM-U’s accomplishments, the focus of SBM-U 2.0 in the
next 5 years will be on sustaining the sanitation and solid waste management outcomes
achieved and accelerate the momentum generated, thus taking Urban India to the next
level of ‘Swachhata’. Following will be the key components for implementation under
SBM-U 2.0

The Mission will focus on ensuring complete access to sanitation facilities to serve additional
population migrating from rural to urban areas in search of employment and better opportunities
over the next 5 years. This will be done through the construction of over 3.5 lakhs individual,
community and public toilets. Complete liquid waste management in cities in less than 1 lakh
population – a new component introduced under SBM-Urban 2.0 will ensure that all wastewater
is safely contained, collected, transported and treated so that no wastewater pollutes our water
bodies.
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Under the Sustainable Solid Waste Management, greater emphasis will be on source
segregation. Material Recovery Facilities, and waste processing facilities will be set up, with a
focus on phasing out single use plastic. Construction & demolition waste processing
facilitieswill be set upand mechanical sweepers deployedin National Clean Air Programme cities
and in cities with more than 5 lakh population. Remediation of all legacy dumpsites will be
another key component of the Mission.
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It is expected that under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0, all statutory towns will become at
least ODF+; and all cities with <1 lakh population ODF++. Systems and processes will be in
place so that all waste water is safely treated and optimally reused and no untreated wastewater
pollutes water bodies.

Regarding the Solid Waste Management, it is expected that all cities will achieve at least 3-star
Garbage Free certification under SBM-U 2.0.
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Special focus will be put on the well-being on sanitation and informal waste workers,
through provision of personal protective equipment and safety kits, linkages with government
welfare schemes along with their capacity building.
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A financial outlay of 1,41,600 crores has been finalized for SBM-U 2.0, including central share of
36,465 for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26which is over 2.5 times the financial outlay of 62,009
crores in the last phase of the Mission.

AMRUT 2.0

cr

AMRUT was launched as the first water – focused Mission in 2015, with a total Mission outlay of
1,00,000 crore. The Mission caters to 500 major cities covering 60% of the urban population.
Projects worth more than 80,000 crore have been grounded and more than funds allocated for
project implementation worth 77,640 crore. Work worth 56,000 crore has been carried out and
48,000 crore expanded.

Under the Mission, 1.14 crore water tap connections have been provided taking total
connections to 4.14 crore in AMRUT cities. 85 lakh sewer connections including households
covered under septage facilities have been provided taking coverage to 2.32 crore. 6,000 MLD
of Sewage Treatment capacity is to be developed through AMRUT, of which 1,800 MLD of
treatment capacity has been developed. Further, 907 MLD capacity is created for recycle/reuse
of treated used water.

Page 18
Through green spaces projects, 3,850 acre of permeable green spaces have been added and
another 1,600 acre of green area will be added. 2,200 water logging points have been
eliminated & another 1,500 water logging points through ongoing projects will be eliminated.
Rejuvenation of 106 water bodies has been taken up.
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The Mission has also made tremendous progress under its component of reforms. Credit rating
work has been completed in 470 cities. Of which, 164 cities have received Investible Grade
Rating (IGR), including 36 cities with rating of A- or above. 3,840 crore has been raised through
municipal bonds by 10 ULBs namely Ahmedabad, Amravati, Bhopal, Ghaziabad, Hyderabad,
Indore, Pune, Surat, Visakhapatnam & Lucknow. 227 crore have been released as incentive to
these ULBs. Online Building Permission System has been implemented in 2,471 cities including
455 AMRUT cities. This reform has helped improve India’s rank in Ease of Doing Business in
construction permits to 27 in Doing Business Report (DBR) 2020 of World Bank from 181 in
2018. 89 lakh conventional streetlights have been replaced with energy efficient LED lights,
leading to estimated energy savings of 195 crore units per annum & reduction in CO2 emission
by 15.6 lakh tons per annum.
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Now, taking the transformations further, AMRUT2.0 aims to make around 4,700 towns /
cities ‘water secure’. It will build upon the progress of AMRUT to address water needs,
rejuvenate water bodies, better manage aquifers, reuse treated wastewater, thereby
promoting circular economy of water. The total outlay of AMRUT 2.0 is 2,97,000 crores,
including central share of 76,760 crores. This includes 10,000 crores Central share and
another 10,000 crores states’ share for continuing financial support to AMRUT Mission up
to March 2023.
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The Objective of AMRUT 2.0 is to provide100% coverage of water supply to all households in
around 4,700 ULBs, by providing 2.68 crore urban household tap connections, thereby
benefitting around 10.7 crores people. It will provide 100% coverage of sewerage and septage in
500 AMRUT cities, by providing 2.64 crore sewer connections/ septage connections, thereby
benefitting around 10.6 crores people. Rejuvenation of water bodies and urban aquifer
management will be undertaken to augment sustainable fresh water supply. Recycle and reuse
of treated wastewater is expected to cater to 20% of total water needs of the cities and 40% of
industrial demand. Under the Mission, fresh water bodies will be protected from getting polluted
to make natural resources sustainable.

There will be several defining features of AMRUT-2.0. These include upscaling from 500 cities
covered under AMRUT with 1 lakh+ population to all 4,372 cities, covering 100% urban India. It
will promote circular economy of water through formulation of City Water Balance Plan for
each city,focusing on recycle/reuse of treated sewage, rejuvenation of water bodies and water
conservation. Digital economy will be promoted through being a Paperless Mission.Pey Jal
Survekshan will be conducted in cities to ascertain equitable distribution of water, reuse of
wastewater and mapping of water bodies w.r.t. quantity and quality of water through a challenge
process. Technology Sub-Mission for water will leverage latest global technologies in the field
of water.
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The Mission seeks to promote AatmaNirbhar Bharat through encouraging Startups and
Entrepreneurs. It will lead to promotion of GIG economy and on-boarding of youth &
women.Urban Water Information System through NRSC will be developed, leading to Aquifer
Management system. Information, Education and Communication campaign will spread
awareness among masses about conservation of water. Target based capacity building
program will be conducted for all stakeholders including contractors, plumbers, plant operators,
students, women and other stakeholders.
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Mission has a reform agenda, with focus on strengthening of urban local bodies and water
security of the cities. Major reforms include rejuvenation of water bodies, rain water harvesting,
reducing Non-Revenue Water (NRW), meeting 40% industrial water demand through recycled
used water, dual piping system for bulk users through building bye-laws, Unlocking value &
improving land use efficiency through proper master planning, improving credit rating &
accessing market finance including issuance of municipal bonds and implementation Online
Building Permission System under EoDB.
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Notification on property tax related to circle rates & increasing periodically, and user charges
related to O&M costs is a mandatory reform under AMRUT 2.0. Second instalment of central
share will be released only on implementing mandatory reforms. Incentive based reforms will be
Rejuvenation of water bodies in cities; Reducing non-revenue water to 20%; Rain water
harvesting in all institutional buildings; Reuse of 20%treated waste water; Reuse of waste water
to meet 40% industrial waterdemand; Development of green spaces & parks; Improving credit
rating & access to market financeby ULBs; and Improving land use efficiency, through GIS
based master planning & efficient town planning
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The AMRUT-2.0 Mission will promote Public Private Partnership (PPP). It has been
mandated for cities having million plus population to take up PPP projects worth minimum of 10
percent of their total project fund allocationwhich could be on Annuity/ Hybrid Annuity / BOT
Model.

4798 ULBs have already signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Central
Government, outlining the role and commitments of all the stakeholders in both the Missions.
***

YB/SS
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today launched the second phases of SWACHH
BHARAT MISSION-URBAN (SBM-U) and ATAL MISSION FOR REJUVENATION AND URBAN
TRANSFORMATION (AMRUT) in New Delhi. Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs & Petroleum and Natural Gas Shri
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Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs Shri Kaushal Kishore and
Minister of State for Jal shakti, Shri Bishwesar Tudu.
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SWACHH BHARAT MISSION-URBAN 2.0

m

Prime Minister in his independence speech on 15th August, 2021 from the ramparts of Red Fort
had said “We now have to move ahead with the goal of achieving saturation of schemes, and,
for this, we do not have to keep a distant deadline”. In pursuance of the Prime Minister’s vision,
the schemes, with an outlay of about 4.4 Lakh Crore, will adopt ‘Universal Approach’ and make
a move towards ‘Saturation’ in sanitation and water availability in all Urban Local Bodies (ULBs).

The announcement for the launch of SBM was made by Hon’ble Prime Minister on 15th August
2014, with the Mission being formally launched on 2nd October 2014. The objectives of the
Mission were-Eradication of open defecation in all statutory towns; 100% scientific management
of municipal solid waste in all statutory towns; and effecting behaviour change through Jan
Andolan.
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Over the last seven years, the Mission has reached all corners of the country and has changed
the lives of countless citizens with its ‘people first’ focus. The Mission revolutionized the
sanitation space in urban India, by providing 100% access to sanitation facilities in urban India.
Under it, over 70 lakh households, community and public toilets have been built, thus providing
safe and dignified sanitation solutions for all. The Mission has prioritized the needs of women,
transgender communities, and persons with disabilities (Divyangs).
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The Mission provided access to sanitation facilities which have been improved further through
digital innovation such as SBM Toilets on Google Maps where over 65,000 public toilets
across 3,300+ cities have been made live. Urban India was declared open defecation free in
2019 following which the Mission has propelled urban India on the path of sustainable sanitation,
with over 3,000 cities and over 950 cities being certified ODF+ and ODF++ respectively. Cities
are progressing towards Water+ certification under the Water+ Protocol which focuses on
treatment of wastewater and its optimum reuse.
In the area of scientific waste management, waste processing in India has gone up over four
times from 18% in 2014 to 70% today. This has been aided through 100% door-to-door waste
collection in 97% wards and source segregation of waste being practised by citizens across 85%
wards.

The Mission has been able to bring about a marked difference in the lives of sanitation workers
and informal waste workers with over 5.5 lakh sanitation workerslinked to social welfare
schemes. The uninterrupted services by frontline sanitation workers played a key role in
ensuring the safety of urban India during Covid-19 pandemic. The active participation of 20 crore
citizens (comprising over 50% of India’s urban population) in the program has successfully
transformed the Mission into a people’s movement, a true Jan Andolanthrough massive IEC and
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behaviour change campaigns.
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Digital enablements such as Swachhata App, the digital grievance redressal platform
introduced by MoHUA in 2016, has reinvented the way in which citizen grievance redressal is
managed. The App has resolved over 2 crore citizen complaints till date with active engagement
from citizens. MoHUA has recently launched the revamped version of Swachhata App 2.0.
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Swachh Survekshan,the world’s largest urban cleanliness survey covering over 4,000
Urban Local Bodies was initiated under SBM-Urban in 2016. The Survekshan framework
has evolved with the years and has today become a unique management tool that
accelerates ground level implementation to achieve sanitation outcomes. Swachh
Survekshan 2021 was conducted in record time despite the on-ground challenges posed
by the pandemic. Over the years, the survey has received over 7 crore citizen feedback
cumulatively. Continuous capacity building of state and city level officials was
undertaken, with over 10 lakh municipal officials and staff trained on various Mission
components.
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Now, taking a big leap from the SBM-U’s accomplishments, the focus of SBM-U 2.0 in the
next 5 years will be on sustaining the sanitation and solid waste management outcomes
achieved and accelerate the momentum generated, thus taking Urban India to the next
level of ‘Swachhata’. Following will be the key components for implementation under
SBM-U 2.0
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The Mission will focus on ensuring complete access to sanitation facilities to serve additional
population migrating from rural to urban areas in search of employment and better opportunities
over the next 5 years. This will be done through the construction of over 3.5 lakhs individual,
community and public toilets. Complete liquid waste management in cities in less than 1 lakh
population – a new component introduced under SBM-Urban 2.0 will ensure that all wastewater
is safely contained, collected, transported and treated so that no wastewater pollutes our water
bodies.

Under the Sustainable Solid Waste Management, greater emphasis will be on source
segregation. Material Recovery Facilities, and waste processing facilities will be set up, with a
focus on phasing out single use plastic. Construction & demolition waste processing
facilitieswill be set upand mechanical sweepers deployedin National Clean Air Programme cities
and in cities with more than 5 lakh population. Remediation of all legacy dumpsites will be
another key component of the Mission.

It is expected that under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0, all statutory towns will become at
least ODF+; and all cities with <1 lakh population ODF++. Systems and processes will be in
place so that all waste water is safely treated and optimally reused and no untreated wastewater
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pollutes water bodies.

Regarding the Solid Waste Management, it is expected that all cities will achieve at least 3-star
Garbage Free certification under SBM-U 2.0.
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Special focus will be put on the well-being on sanitation and informal waste workers,
through provision of personal protective equipment and safety kits, linkages with government
welfare schemes along with their capacity building.

A financial outlay of 1,41,600 crores has been finalized for SBM-U 2.0, including central share of
36,465 for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26which is over 2.5 times the financial outlay of 62,009
crores in the last phase of the Mission.
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AMRUT 2.0
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AMRUT was launched as the first water – focused Mission in 2015, with a total Mission outlay of
1,00,000 crore. The Mission caters to 500 major cities covering 60% of the urban population.
Projects worth more than 80,000 crore have been grounded and more than funds allocated for
project implementation worth 77,640 crore. Work worth 56,000 crore has been carried out and
48,000 crore expanded.
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Under the Mission, 1.14 crore water tap connections have been provided taking total
connections to 4.14 crore in AMRUT cities. 85 lakh sewer connections including households
covered under septage facilities have been provided taking coverage to 2.32 crore. 6,000 MLD
of Sewage Treatment capacity is to be developed through AMRUT, of which 1,800 MLD of
treatment capacity has been developed. Further, 907 MLD capacity is created for recycle/reuse
of treated used water.

Through green spaces projects, 3,850 acre of permeable green spaces have been added and
another 1,600 acre of green area will be added. 2,200 water logging points have been
eliminated & another 1,500 water logging points through ongoing projects will be eliminated.
Rejuvenation of 106 water bodies has been taken up.

The Mission has also made tremendous progress under its component of reforms. Credit rating
work has been completed in 470 cities. Of which, 164 cities have received Investible Grade
Rating (IGR), including 36 cities with rating of A- or above. 3,840 crore has been raised through
municipal bonds by 10 ULBs namely Ahmedabad, Amravati, Bhopal, Ghaziabad, Hyderabad,
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Indore, Pune, Surat, Visakhapatnam & Lucknow. 227 crore have been released as incentive to
these ULBs. Online Building Permission System has been implemented in 2,471 cities including
455 AMRUT cities. This reform has helped improve India’s rank in Ease of Doing Business in
construction permits to 27 in Doing Business Report (DBR) 2020 of World Bank from 181 in
2018. 89 lakh conventional streetlights have been replaced with energy efficient LED lights,
leading to estimated energy savings of 195 crore units per annum & reduction in CO2 emission
by 15.6 lakh tons per annum.
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Now, taking the transformations further, AMRUT2.0 aims to make around 4,700 towns /
cities ‘water secure’. It will build upon the progress of AMRUT to address water needs,
rejuvenate water bodies, better manage aquifers, reuse treated wastewater, thereby
promoting circular economy of water. The total outlay of AMRUT 2.0 is 2,97,000 crores,
including central share of 76,760 crores. This includes 10,000 crores Central share and
another 10,000 crores states’ share for continuing financial support to AMRUT Mission up
to March 2023.
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The Objective of AMRUT 2.0 is to provide100% coverage of water supply to all households in
around 4,700 ULBs, by providing 2.68 crore urban household tap connections, thereby
benefitting around 10.7 crores people. It will provide 100% coverage of sewerage and septage in
500 AMRUT cities, by providing 2.64 crore sewer connections/ septage connections, thereby
benefitting around 10.6 crores people. Rejuvenation of water bodies and urban aquifer
management will be undertaken to augment sustainable fresh water supply. Recycle and reuse
of treated wastewater is expected to cater to 20% of total water needs of the cities and 40% of
industrial demand. Under the Mission, fresh water bodies will be protected from getting polluted
to make natural resources sustainable.
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There will be several defining features of AMRUT-2.0. These include upscaling from 500 cities
covered under AMRUT with 1 lakh+ population to all 4,372 cities, covering 100% urban India. It
will promote circular economy of water through formulation of City Water Balance Plan for
each city,focusing on recycle/reuse of treated sewage, rejuvenation of water bodies and water
conservation. Digital economy will be promoted through being a Paperless Mission.Pey Jal
Survekshan will be conducted in cities to ascertain equitable distribution of water, reuse of
wastewater and mapping of water bodies w.r.t. quantity and quality of water through a challenge
process. Technology Sub-Mission for water will leverage latest global technologies in the field
of water.

The Mission seeks to promote AatmaNirbhar Bharat through encouraging Startups and
Entrepreneurs. It will lead to promotion of GIG economy and on-boarding of youth &
women.Urban Water Information System through NRSC will be developed, leading to Aquifer
Management system. Information, Education and Communication campaign will spread
awareness among masses about conservation of water. Target based capacity building
program will be conducted for all stakeholders including contractors, plumbers, plant operators,
students, women and other stakeholders.
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Mission has a reform agenda, with focus on strengthening of urban local bodies and water
security of the cities. Major reforms include rejuvenation of water bodies, rain water harvesting,
reducing Non-Revenue Water (NRW), meeting 40% industrial water demand through recycled
used water, dual piping system for bulk users through building bye-laws, Unlocking value &
improving land use efficiency through proper master planning, improving credit rating &
accessing market finance including issuance of municipal bonds and implementation Online
Building Permission System under EoDB.
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Notification on property tax related to circle rates & increasing periodically, and user charges
related to O&M costs is a mandatory reform under AMRUT 2.0. Second instalment of central
share will be released only on implementing mandatory reforms. Incentive based reforms will be
Rejuvenation of water bodies in cities; Reducing non-revenue water to 20%; Rain water
harvesting in all institutional buildings; Reuse of 20%treated waste water; Reuse of waste water
to meet 40% industrial waterdemand; Development of green spaces & parks; Improving credit
rating & access to market financeby ULBs; and Improving land use efficiency, through GIS
based master planning & efficient town planning
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The AMRUT-2.0 Mission will promote Public Private Partnership (PPP). It has been
mandated for cities having million plus population to take up PPP projects worth minimum of 10
percent of their total project fund allocationwhich could be on Annuity/ Hybrid Annuity / BOT
Model.
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4798 ULBs have already signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Central
Government, outlining the role and commitments of all the stakeholders in both the Missions.
***
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PANEL SET UP TO IMPLEMENT ASSAM ACCORD
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and issues
arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The Assam government on Saturday set up an eight-member sub-committee to examine and
prepare a framework for the implementation of all clauses of the Assam Accord of 1985.
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“The Governor of Assam is pleased to constitute a sub-committee to examine and prepare a
framework for implementation of all clauses of Assam Accord in general with special emphasis
on Clause 6 [high-level committee report], Clause 7, Clause 9 and Clause 10…” a notification
issued by G.D. Tripathi, Commissioner-Secretary for the Implementation of Assam Accord
Department, said.
NRC update

The sub-committee has also been mandated to examine and prepare a framework for updating
the National Register of Citizens, issues of flood and erosion, rehabilitation of martyrs’ families
and victims of Assam Agitation besides the potential of the State’s all-round development.
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The members of the sub-committee are Ministers Atul Bora, Pijush Hazarika and Ajanta Neog,
All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) president Dipanka Kumar Nath, its general secretary Sankar
Jyoti Baruah and AASU advisors Samujjal Bhattacharya, Prakash Das and Uddip Jyoti Gogoi.
Sujata Suchibrata, Deputy Secretary in the Implementation of Assam Accord Department, will be
the convener of the sub-committee that will submit its report within three months for further
course of action.
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The Clause 6 of the Accord pertains to the constitutional, legislative and administrative
safeguards to “protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage
of the Assamese people”.
The Accord was signed between the Rajiv Gandhi government at the Centre and the AASU
leadership to signal the end of the six-year Assam Agitation for driving out “illegal immigrants”.
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The mission is aimed at giving every citizen a unique digital health ID. | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto
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The story so far: The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM), launched on September 27,
aims to give every citizen a unique digital health ID, which involves their health records being
digitally protected and making health a “holistic and inclusive model”. Under the mission, users
can access and link personal records with their unique ID to create a longitudinal health history.
“The model will stress preventive healthcare and, in case of disease, easy, affordable and
accessible treatment,” said the Health Ministry. Inaugurating the mission, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said it will not only simplify processes of hospitals but also increase ease of
living.
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In order to be a part of the ABDM, citizens will have to create a unique health ID – a randomly
generated 14-digit identification number. The ID will give the user unique identification,
authentication and will be a repository of all health records of a person. The ID can also be
made by self-registration on the portal, downloading the ABMD Health Records app on one’s
mobile or at a participating health facility. The beneficiary will also set up a Personal Health
Records (PHR) address for the issue of consent, and for future sharing of health records. The
Ministry said the Digital Ecosystem will enable a host of other facilities like digital consultation,
consent of patients in letting medical practitioners access their records, and so forth. It’s also
geared up to connect the digital health solutions of hospitals across the country with each other.
The nationwide implementation of the digital health ID coincides with the third anniversary of the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY).
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Editorial | A scheme before its time: On digital health mission
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The pilot project was announced by the Prime Minister during his Independence Day speech last
year. So far, over 1 lakh unique health IDs have been created across select Union Territories as
part of the pilot project. Now, the mission is looking at rolling out features that will support health
ID creation with a PAN card or a driving licence. For those wanting ID creation through mobile or
Aadhaar, the beneficiary will be asked to share details of name, year of birth, gender, address,
mobile number and Aadhaar. The government has also allowed use of one’s mobile number for
registration, if a person doesn’t have an Aadhaar card.
The citizen’s consent is vital for all access. A beneficiary’s consent is vital to ensure that
information is released. Records are stored under retention policies and can be accessed only
with the consent of users, said the Health Ministry. Besides, users can delete and exit the
service any time they want. The account could be reactivated after which the user can share the
ID at any health facility or share health records over the ABDM network. However, there are
concerns according to experts. Dr. Sudarshan Ballal, chairman, Manipal Hospitals, said: “The
introduction of a unique health identification card at the national level would be a game changer
in monitoring, providing and managing healthcare for all citizens. But we will have to wait and
see the implementation of the project while making sure that the privacy of an individual is
maintained at all costs.”
“India has been unable to standardise the coverage and quality of the existing digital cards like
One Nation One Ration card, PM-JAY card, Aadhaar card, etc., for accessibility of services and
entitlements. The data migration and inter-State transfer are still faced with multiple errors and
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shortcomings in addition to concerns of data security. The defence of data security by expressed
informed consent doesn’t work in a country that is plagued by the acute shortage of healthcare
professionals to inform the client fully. With the minuscule spending of 1.3% of the GDP on the
healthcare sector, India will be unable to ensure the quality and uniform access to healthcare
that it hoped to bring about,” said K.R. Antony, paediatrician and a public health professional
who served UNICEF and the State Health Resource Centre, Chhattisgarh.
Can a digital ID aid India’s primary health ecosystem?
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He pointed out that personalised data collected at multiple levels are a “sitting gold mine” for
insurance companies, international researchers, and pharma companies. “COVID-19 has taught
us that the availability of the private sector is not homogeneous and it can’t provide quality
service which is charged transparently and is affordable to the common man. India’s public
health system has to be strengthened and rejuvenated much more before we bring in the fancy
Digital Health Mission,” he added.
Other experts add that lack of access to technology, poverty, and lack of understanding of the
language in a vast and diverse country like India are problems that need to be looked into. “Just
like we saw people reluctant to take COVID vaccination, here too people will accept the system
only if it’s tried and tested and is known to have some benefit,” said another expert.
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Meanwhile, for private hospitals wanting to be part of the system, “the National Health Authority
certifies and empanels the private hospital. It has to be given access, integrate and test its
software and get a nod from the NHA,” according to the Health Ministry. It added that it would
want all healthcare providers and allied services, including laboratories, to be part of the
mission.
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SWACHH BHARAT DIWAS CELEBRATED ACROSS THE
NATION ON 2ND OCTOBER, 2021 UNDER SWACHH
BHARAT MISSON GRAMEEN PHASE 2 AS PART OF
AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Government of India under the inspiring leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi is celebrating the commemoration of 75 years of India’s Independence with the community
mobilization initiative Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM). Under AKAM, Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti organized important activities/campaigns
under Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBMG) Phase 2 to accelerate the ODF Plus
momentum and sustaining the Open Defecation Free (ODF) achievements in villages. Like
every year, DDWS celebrated the birth anniversary of Swachhata inspiration and Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi on 2nd Oct, 2021 as Swachh Bharat Diwas strengthening the people’s
movement or Jan Andolan for comprehensive cleanliness.
Satyagraha se SwachhagrahRath Yatra
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As part of the AKAM celebrations, States and UTs launched SwachhtaRaths which visited their
districts/blocks and GPs before concluding journey at the state/UT capital. Around more than
800 SwachhtaRaths were flagged off by elected representatives/locally elected leaders
(CM/MP/MLA/Sarpanches) at various levels. The Raths played a significant role in spreading
mass awareness on Swachhta, influencing behaviour changes for effective Solid and Liquid
Waste Management (SLWM) and ODF Sustainability. On SBD (2nd Oct, 2021), around 34
Raths were flagged off across the country.

Swachhta Hi Seva (SHS) 2021
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During the SHS 2021 fortnight, various activities were organized to promote community
mobilization where over 60 lakh people participated and contributed in over 1.5 lakh Shramdaan
activities. Overall more than 43,000 Gram Sabhas were held for passing SUP ban resolution. On
SBD (2nd Oct, 2021), approx. 6.4 lakh participated in over 2.4 lakh Shramdaan activities, also
approx. 1125 Swachhata Jagriti Yatra held, around 11 Gram Sabhas passed SUP ban
resolution and more than 350 wall paintings were reported.
Swachhta Samvads
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DDWS has been organising virtual discussions, or ‘samvads’ with Sarpanches, Collectors, Zilla
Parishad officials, BDOs and other sanitation stakeholders since April 2020. So far, over 700
Samvads have been conducted by states and districts and attended by over 75,000 sarpanches.
On SBD (2nd Oct, 2021), more than 4500 Sarpanches attended the Samvad.

Sthayitva evam Sujalam Abhiyan

cr

Launched on 25th August 2021 for a period of 100 days, the SthayitvaevamSujalam Abhiyan
has focussed on liquid waste management by targeting construction of 1 million soak pits,
retrofitting of toilets and ODF Sustainability. Under this campaign, construction of approx. 1658
community soak pits and 418 household soak pits were reported on SBD (Oct 2, 2021).
On Swachh Bharat Diwas, the citizens once again made commitment towards achieving the
dream of Mahatma Gandhi for a clean society and country by taking vow to ensure
comprehensive cleanliness in our villages by achieving ODF Plus goal.
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The Government of India under the inspiring leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi is celebrating the commemoration of 75 years of India’s Independence with the community
mobilization initiative Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM). Under AKAM, Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti organized important activities/campaigns
under Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBMG) Phase 2 to accelerate the ODF Plus
momentum and sustaining the Open Defecation Free (ODF) achievements in villages. Like
every year, DDWS celebrated the birth anniversary of Swachhata inspiration and Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi on 2nd Oct, 2021 as Swachh Bharat Diwas strengthening the people’s
movement or Jan Andolan for comprehensive cleanliness.
Satyagraha se SwachhagrahRath Yatra

As part of the AKAM celebrations, States and UTs launched SwachhtaRaths which visited their
districts/blocks and GPs before concluding journey at the state/UT capital. Around more than
800 SwachhtaRaths were flagged off by elected representatives/locally elected leaders
(CM/MP/MLA/Sarpanches) at various levels. The Raths played a significant role in spreading
mass awareness on Swachhta, influencing behaviour changes for effective Solid and Liquid
Waste Management (SLWM) and ODF Sustainability. On SBD (2nd Oct, 2021), around 34
Raths were flagged off across the country.
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Swachhta Hi Seva (SHS) 2021
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During the SHS 2021 fortnight, various activities were organized to promote community
mobilization where over 60 lakh people participated and contributed in over 1.5 lakh Shramdaan
activities. Overall more than 43,000 Gram Sabhas were held for passing SUP ban resolution. On
SBD (2nd Oct, 2021), approx. 6.4 lakh participated in over 2.4 lakh Shramdaan activities, also
approx. 1125 Swachhata Jagriti Yatra held, around 11 Gram Sabhas passed SUP ban
resolution and more than 350 wall paintings were reported.
Swachhta Samvads

cr

DDWS has been organising virtual discussions, or ‘samvads’ with Sarpanches, Collectors, Zilla
Parishad officials, BDOs and other sanitation stakeholders since April 2020. So far, over 700
Samvads have been conducted by states and districts and attended by over 75,000 sarpanches.
On SBD (2nd Oct, 2021), more than 4500 Sarpanches attended the Samvad.
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Sthayitva evam Sujalam Abhiyan

IA

Launched on 25th August 2021 for a period of 100 days, the SthayitvaevamSujalam Abhiyan
has focussed on liquid waste management by targeting construction of 1 million soak pits,
retrofitting of toilets and ODF Sustainability. Under this campaign, construction of approx. 1658
community soak pits and 418 household soak pits were reported on SBD (Oct 2, 2021).
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On Swachh Bharat Diwas, the citizens once again made commitment towards achieving the
dream of Mahatma Gandhi for a clean society and country by taking vow to ensure
comprehensive cleanliness in our villages by achieving ODF Plus goal.
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SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT & DR. JITENDRA
SINGH TO JOINTLY INAUGURATE HELI-BORNE
SURVEY FORGROUND WATER MANAGEMENT IN ARID
REGIONS

m

Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and issues
arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat along with Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State (Independent Charge) Earth
Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and SpaceDr.
Jitendra Singh will inaugurate the Heli-Borne Survey for Ground Water Management in Arid
Regions on Tuesday, 5th October, 2021 at 11 AM at Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
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The Central Ground Water Board, Ministry of Jal Shakti and CSIR-NGRI (National Geophysical
Research Institute), Hyderabad have signed agreement for use of advanced heli-borne
geophysical survey and other scientific studies in parts of the States of Rajasthan, Gujarat
Haryana, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh covering an area of 3.88 lac sq. km under the Aquifer
Mapping Programme.

The Heli-Borne Survey aims to conduct High resolution aquifer mapping using heliborne
geophysical studies, including identification of Sites for artificial recharge, 3D Geophysical
model, Geophysical Thematic maps at horizontal and vertical planes, Aquifer Geometry of
principal aquifer with demarcation of de-saturated and saturated aquifers,Aquifer system with
relatively fresh and saline zones. The survey also aims to map Spatial and depth wise
distribution of paleochannel network if any and its linkage with aquifer system. The expected
outcome includes selecting suitable sites for groundwater withdrawal and water conservation
through artificial or managed aquifer recharge.
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Work for Phase 1 has been sanctioned on 10.08.2020 for 1.01 Lakh Sq KM at a cost of for Rs
45.8 Cr plus GST.A MoA signed in Dec 2020 and the First instalment 4.58 crreleased in March
2021. Phase 1 is to be completed within 1 year from release of First payment i.e. by March
2022. An area of 2.87 Lakh Sq.km will be covered under Phase 2.
Details of coverage:

cr

Rajasthan – Total area to be covered is 66810 sq.km out of which Priority area will be
16738 sq.km in Sikar, Jaisalmer & Jodhpur Districts&Normal area will be 50072 sq.km in
Ganganagar, Bikaner, Churu, Pali &Jalore Districts
Haryana – Priority will be 2642 Sq.km in Kurukshetra &Yamunanagar Districts
Gujarat – Priority will be 31907 Sq.km (Normal) in Rajkot, Jamnagar, Morbi, Surndra nagar
& Devbhumi Dwarka Districts
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The Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat along with Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State (Independent Charge) Earth

Page 36
Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and SpaceDr.
Jitendra Singh will inaugurate the Heli-Borne Survey for Ground Water Management in Arid
Regions on Tuesday, 5th October, 2021 at 11 AM at Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
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The Central Ground Water Board, Ministry of Jal Shakti and CSIR-NGRI (National Geophysical
Research Institute), Hyderabad have signed agreement for use of advanced heli-borne
geophysical survey and other scientific studies in parts of the States of Rajasthan, Gujarat
Haryana, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh covering an area of 3.88 lac sq. km under the Aquifer
Mapping Programme.
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The Heli-Borne Survey aims to conduct High resolution aquifer mapping using heliborne
geophysical studies, including identification of Sites for artificial recharge, 3D Geophysical
model, Geophysical Thematic maps at horizontal and vertical planes, Aquifer Geometry of
principal aquifer with demarcation of de-saturated and saturated aquifers,Aquifer system with
relatively fresh and saline zones. The survey also aims to map Spatial and depth wise
distribution of paleochannel network if any and its linkage with aquifer system. The expected
outcome includes selecting suitable sites for groundwater withdrawal and water conservation
through artificial or managed aquifer recharge.

IA

S.
co

m

Page 37

ac
k

Work for Phase 1 has been sanctioned on 10.08.2020 for 1.01 Lakh Sq KM at a cost of for Rs
45.8 Cr plus GST.A MoA signed in Dec 2020 and the First instalment 4.58 crreleased in March
2021. Phase 1 is to be completed within 1 year from release of First payment i.e. by March
2022. An area of 2.87 Lakh Sq.km will be covered under Phase 2.
Details of coverage:
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Rajasthan – Total area to be covered is 66810 sq.km out of which Priority area will be
16738 sq.km in Sikar, Jaisalmer & Jodhpur Districts&Normal area will be 50072 sq.km in
Ganganagar, Bikaner, Churu, Pali &Jalore Districts
Haryana – Priority will be 2642 Sq.km in Kurukshetra &Yamunanagar Districts
Gujarat – Priority will be 31907 Sq.km (Normal) in Rajkot, Jamnagar, Morbi, Surndra nagar
& Devbhumi Dwarka Districts
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CABINET CLEARS RS. 4,445-CR. TEXTILE PARKS
Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and
issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Stitching livelihoods:The parks are expected to generate7 lakh direct jobs and 14 lakh indirect
jobs.Bijoy Ghosh

m

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the setting up of seven Mega Integrated Textile
Region and Apparel (PM MITRA) Parks at an outlay of Rs. 4,445 crore.

S.
co

The mega parks scheme will include brownfield and greenfield projects, spread over five years,
said Textiles Minister Piyush Goyal.
The parks would be developed by a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) owned by the Central and
State governments and would get two kinds of support. Development Capital Support, aimed at
helping develop infrastructure, would fund 30% of the project cost with a cap of Rs. 500 crore for
greenfield projects and Rs. 200 crore for brownfield projects. A separate Competitiveness
Incentive Support would be limited to Rs. 300 crore per park.
‘TN, Gujarat interested’

IA

As many as 10 States including Tamil Nadu, Telangana and Gujarat had already shown interest,
Textiles Secretary Upendra Prasad Singh told The Hindu. States offering the cheapest land
(contiguous and encumbrance-free land of minimum 1,000 acres) and facilities such as
adequate electricity and water would be selected through a transparent challenge route.
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The SPV would select a Master Developer to set up and maintain the park for a specified period.
Of the park’s area, 50% would be earmarked for manufacturing activity, 20% for utilities, and
10% set aside for commercial development.
The parks are expected to generate 7 lakh direct jobs and provide indirect jobs to almost 14 lakh
people.

cr

Mr. Singh said industries in the parks would comprise four categories — units investing Rs. 300
crore or more, units investing Rs. 100-300 crore, investors of less than Rs. 100 crore and tenant
units.
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ARUNACHAL FINALISES OIL PALM MISSION
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and
issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Arunachal Pradesh has finalised the National Mission on Edible Oils-Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) and
will go “full swing” in implementing it across 1.33 lakh hectares soon, Chief Minister Pema
Khandu has said.
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Speaking at the ‘Business Summit for North Eastern States’ on the NMEO-OP in Guwahati on
Tuesday, Mr. Khandu said Arunachal Pradesh is geographically the largest State in the region
and has about 1.33 lakh hectares of land feasible for oil palm cultivation as assessed by a
Central team in 2019.
“We have identified the lands, farmers and developers based on the assessment. We will
implement the mission soon,” he said.
Mr. Khandu said Arunachal Pradesh had ventured into oil palm cultivation a few years ago. But
the scheme on about 4,250 hectares did not succeed due to lack of handholding for farmers.
“The farmers did not expand their cultivation as there were no processing factories while private
companies said setting up factories was not feasible,” he said.
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WHO RECOMMENDS FIRST ANTI-MALARIAL VACCINE
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The vaccine was used in a pilot programme Ghana, Kenya and Malawi.

m

The development comes at a time when the WHO and its partners have reported a stagnation in
the progress against the disease that kills more than 2,60,000 African children under the age of
five annually. Malaria remains a primary cause of childhood illness and death in sub-Saharan
Africa, according to the WHO.
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“For centuries, malaria has stalked sub-Saharan Africa, causing immense personal suffering,”
said WHO Regional Director for Africa Dr. Matshidiso Moeti. “We have long hoped for an
effective malaria vaccine and now for the first time ever, we have such a vaccine recommended
for widespread use. Today’s recommendation offers a glimmer of hope for the continent which
shoulders the heaviest burden of the disease and we expect many more African children to be
protected from malaria and grow into healthy adults.”
The vaccine does significantly reduce life-threatening severed malaria, Dr. Tedros said, but
added that, “It’s not the only tool. Vaccination against #malaria does not replace or reduce the
need for other measures, including bed nets [against mosquitoes].”
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RTS,S was first authorised in 2015 by the European Medicines Agency for use in Africa in
infants and children.
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INFUSING PUBLIC HEALTH INTO INDIAN MEDICAL
EDUCATION
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The country has witnessed the menace of two COVID-19 waves and stares at a third. While
COVID-19 has been presented as an overarching public health calamity, the influence of
medical doctors in the health policy response to COVID-19 has been particularly profound. This
is symptomatic of our long-standing tendency to confound medicine with public health which
permeates even the highest policy-making echelons.

Reforming medical education
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If anything, both the scope and consequence of medicine in the overall health of the population
is significantly limited. COVID-19 entails that this fact leaves the libraries and academia, and
manifests as tangible policy measures that help consolidate public health in the country.

IA

In the 1950s, a global consensus and a concomitant national consensus on the importance of
socially-oriented physicians in population health resulted in the establishment of community
medicine as a distinct medical specialty, both at the undergraduate and postgraduate levels.
Vast swathes of the community medicine curriculum are devoted to tackling major public health
challenges through a plethora of vertical disease control programmes which have always driven
the national public health discourse. The larger medical curriculum has remained more or less
stagnant since post-Independence.
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Similarly, hardly any attempt has been made to reform the community medicine curriculum, from
one that primarily provides technical inputs to technocratic health programmes — to one which
can also take on the larger questions related to health policy and health systems, and inculcate
critical thinking along lines that are divergent from clinical medicine.

cr

Some experts have advocated the establishment of public health departments in medical
schools, inspired by the COVID-19 pandemic. Community medicine, while frequently equated
with public health, fails to embrace multiple facets of the multidisciplinary assemblage of
competencies that is public health. Juxtapose the community medicine curriculum with that of
any of the few bastions of socially-oriented public health courses, and the distinction becomes
readily apparent. But proponents of community medicine have not been in denial of this
essential distinction — eventually, community medicine is a medical specialty while public health
is a multidisciplinary science. Since public health is a multidisciplinary science, why do we
emphasise instilling public health competencies in medicine, and not so much for other allied
fields such as engineering or anthropology?
Diagnosing what ails medical education
The pragmatic answer is that medical doctors, de facto, are likely to continue to be the most
influential players in public health policy at least in the foreseeable future. This makes it
imperative that medical doctors imbibe multidisciplinary public health thinking right since their
formative days. Recent medical curricular reforms in India have laid a stress on inculcating
clinical empathy, early clinical exposure, and at least ritualistically, on greater community
exposure.
However, none of these confers the competencies necessary to critically assess the larger

Page 43
public health and health systems landscape of the country. For a medical curriculum to be
steeped in clinical medicine and not inculcate a broader public health orientation is least
desirable where health policy is largely shaped by doctors. At the postgraduate level, reemphasising multidisciplinary public health principles would be equally important to ensure that
we create not just community medicine technocrats but also well-rounded advocates of health
system reform. While health-care reform is a complex process with numerous interacting
elements, the role of formative medical education in it is quite often underrated. Countries such
as Cuba demonstrate how a medical curriculum attuned to public health can strongly influence
the whole philosophy of health-care provision in a country.

m

Ensure the safety of the community
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Despite the considerable overlap between them, the non-substitutability of community medicine
and public health cannot be ignored, at least in the current Indian context. Community medicine
will always defend its exclusivity as being a fundamentally medical specialty meant only for
doctors, and public health courses will rightfully need to be open to students from diverse
backgrounds.
Also read | ‘NEET will destroy medical education and public health system’

IA

A middle ground can be struck by upgrading community medicine to ‘community medicine and
public health’ both at the undergraduate and postgraduate levels. This will involve revamping the
community medicine curriculum through incorporation of or emphasising those areas of public
health which are presently left out or under-emphasised, such as social health, health policy and
health systems. At the same time, representation of experts other than doctors and from fields
allied to public health will be essential in the refurbished ‘community medicine and public health’
departments.
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Dr. Soham D. Bhaduri is a physician, health policy expert, and chief editor of The Indian
Practitioner
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The new Chancellor must enable global cooperation policies for a sustainable future with India
and the world
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UNION MINISTER FOR YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS
SHRI ANURAG THAKUR MOTIVATES YOUTH FOR
'CLEAN INDIA PROGRAMME'
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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As a part of ongoing ‘Clean India Programme’ of Government of India, Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NKYS), Punjab & Chandigarh organised a cleanliness drive in Chandigarh today.
The Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports and Information & Broadcasting Shri Anurag
Thakur joined the volunteers from Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) and National Service
Scheme (NSS) in the drive, undertaken near SD College, Sector-32, in the city.

Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports and Information & Broadcasting Shri Anurag Thakur
along volunteers from NYKS and NSS during the cleanliness drive

cr

On the occasion, theminister said that the aim of ‘Clean India Programme’ is to create
awareness, mobilize people and ensure their involvement in cleaning waste, mainly single use
plastic waste throughout the country. “Through this mega initiative, 75 lakh Kg waste, mainly
plastic waste will be collected and disposed with the support and voluntary participation of
citizens”, he added.
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Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports and Information & Broadcasting Shri Anurag Thakur
participating in cleanliness drive in Chandigarh
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The Department of Youth Affairs of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (Government of
India) in commemoration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava is organizing a nationwide Clean India
Programme from 1st October 2021 to 31st October 2021. The programme is being organised in
6 Lakh villages of 744 Districts across the country through the networks of Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS) affiliated Youth Clubs & National Service Scheme affiliated Institutions..
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As a part of ongoing ‘Clean India Programme’ of Government of India, Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NKYS), Punjab & Chandigarh organised a cleanliness drive in Chandigarh today.
The Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports and Information & Broadcasting Shri Anurag
Thakur joined the volunteers from Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) and National Service
Scheme (NSS) in the drive, undertaken near SD College, Sector-32, in the city.
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Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports and Information & Broadcasting Shri Anurag Thakur
along volunteers from NYKS and NSS during the cleanliness drive
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On the occasion, theminister said that the aim of ‘Clean India Programme’ is to create
awareness, mobilize people and ensure their involvement in cleaning waste, mainly single use
plastic waste throughout the country. “Through this mega initiative, 75 lakh Kg waste, mainly
plastic waste will be collected and disposed with the support and voluntary participation of
citizens”, he added.
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Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports and Information & Broadcasting Shri Anurag Thakur
participating in cleanliness drive in Chandigarh
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The Department of Youth Affairs of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (Government of
India) in commemoration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava is organizing a nationwide Clean India
Programme from 1st October 2021 to 31st October 2021. The programme is being organised in
6 Lakh villages of 744 Districts across the country through the networks of Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS) affiliated Youth Clubs & National Service Scheme affiliated Institutions..
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NMCG & WASH INSTITUTE SIGNS MOU FOR CAPACITY
BUILDING IN FAECAL SLUDGE & SEPTAGE
MANAGEMENT
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and issues
arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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In India, untreated faecal sludge and urban sewage are the primary source of water pollution,
particularly in the cities around Ganges. Under Prime Minister’s visionary initiative, the Swachh
Bharat Mission, more than 62 lakh toilets are built. Half of these toilets rely on on-site sanitation
system (OSS). Managing the waste collected from these toilets is the next big challenge for
India. Considering these challenges, systematic capacity building initiatives need to be
undertaken to build the skill and knowledge of the Government, Urban Local Body (ULB)
officials, STP/FSTP Operators, Sanitary workers, entrepreneurs, NGO professionals and other
stakeholders involved in the FSSM sector across India.
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To bridge this gap, National Mission of Clean Ganga (NMCG) has signed an MoU with Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene Institute (WASH Institute) to conduct a series of trainings to enhance the
quality of service of officials in Urban Local Bodies (ULBs). This MoU is also to efficiently
address FSSM issues in towns and cities of the Ganga Basin. The project will be funded by
USAID and supported by The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. It aims to improve
preparedness towards FSSM (faecal sludge and septage management) and Wastewater
Management in Indian towns and cities.

ac
k

As a first step in this collaboration, a webinar followed by two batches of detailed online trainings
have already been conducted starting off with the state of Uttar Pradesh covering 20 ULBs.
Many more such trainings are planned to cover the Ganga basin states – West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh. Some trainings are also planned in
Vijaywada, Bhubaneshwar, Udaipur, Pune, Aurangabad, Chennai and Hyderabad. The training
will include orientation training, Integrated Waste Water Management, Exposure visits to Cotreatment sites, certification courses for STP operators and various advanced trainings on
FSSM.
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Congratulating WASH institute on their efforts towards skill development in FSSM, Shri Rajiv
Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG said, “There is a huge demand of skilled workforce in
FSSM. These tie-up with WASH institute will help building skilled work force in the area of water
and sanitation management.” The MoU was signed between Shri Binod Kumar, Director
Coordination, NMCG and Shri Rajesh Pai, Sr. Technical Advisor, WASH Institute. Shri
Jagmohan Gupta, Advisor, NMCG and Shri Ashok Kumar Singh, Executive Director (Projects),
NMCG were present at the event.
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The overall outcome of the capacity building project is envisaged to be that Urban Local Bodies
will efficiently address FSSM issues in their cities. Also, ULBs will use data driven planning,
execution and management of WASH delivery through the creation of knowledge management
database. The training courses are designed to strengthen basic understanding of FSSM sector
encompassing technical, policy and regulatory and financial aspects.
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In India, untreated faecal sludge and urban sewage are the primary source of water pollution,
particularly in the cities around Ganges. Under Prime Minister’s visionary initiative, the Swachh
Bharat Mission, more than 62 lakh toilets are built. Half of these toilets rely on on-site sanitation
system (OSS). Managing the waste collected from these toilets is the next big challenge for
India. Considering these challenges, systematic capacity building initiatives need to be
undertaken to build the skill and knowledge of the Government, Urban Local Body (ULB)
officials, STP/FSTP Operators, Sanitary workers, entrepreneurs, NGO professionals and other
stakeholders involved in the FSSM sector across India.
To bridge this gap, National Mission of Clean Ganga (NMCG) has signed an MoU with Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene Institute (WASH Institute) to conduct a series of trainings to enhance the
quality of service of officials in Urban Local Bodies (ULBs). This MoU is also to efficiently
address FSSM issues in towns and cities of the Ganga Basin. The project will be funded by
USAID and supported by The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. It aims to improve
preparedness towards FSSM (faecal sludge and septage management) and Wastewater
Management in Indian towns and cities.
As a first step in this collaboration, a webinar followed by two batches of detailed online trainings
have already been conducted starting off with the state of Uttar Pradesh covering 20 ULBs.
Many more such trainings are planned to cover the Ganga basin states – West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh. Some trainings are also planned in
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Vijaywada, Bhubaneshwar, Udaipur, Pune, Aurangabad, Chennai and Hyderabad. The training
will include orientation training, Integrated Waste Water Management, Exposure visits to Cotreatment sites, certification courses for STP operators and various advanced trainings on
FSSM.
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Congratulating WASH institute on their efforts towards skill development in FSSM, Shri Rajiv
Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG said, “There is a huge demand of skilled workforce in
FSSM. These tie-up with WASH institute will help building skilled work force in the area of water
and sanitation management.” The MoU was signed between Shri Binod Kumar, Director
Coordination, NMCG and Shri Rajesh Pai, Sr. Technical Advisor, WASH Institute. Shri
Jagmohan Gupta, Advisor, NMCG and Shri Ashok Kumar Singh, Executive Director (Projects),
NMCG were present at the event.
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The overall outcome of the capacity building project is envisaged to be that Urban Local Bodies
will efficiently address FSSM issues in their cities. Also, ULBs will use data driven planning,
execution and management of WASH delivery through the creation of knowledge management
database. The training courses are designed to strengthen basic understanding of FSSM sector
encompassing technical, policy and regulatory and financial aspects.

*******
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Date : 2021-10-10

EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A challenge overcome: David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian honoured for discoveries of
receptors for temperature and touch. | Photo Credit: AFP

m

The story so far: The 2021 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was jointly awarded to David
Julius, 66, at the University of California, San Francisco, and Ardem Patapoutian, 54, at Scripps
Research, La Jolla, California, “for their discoveries of receptors for temperature and touch”.
Editorial | Sensing heat: On 2021 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
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The two researchers discovered the molecular mechanism by which our body senses
temperature and touch. Being able to do this opens the field for a lot of practical chemistry
whereby individual cells and pathways can be tweaked, suppressed or activated to quell pain or
sensation. How the body senses external stimuli is among the oldest excursions of natural
philosophy. Entire schools of philosophy were based on speculating how the senses influenced
the nature of the reality we perceive. Only when physiology developed as an independent
discipline and anatomy came into its own did it become widely accepted that specific sensations
were the result of different categories of nerves getting stimulated. Thus, a caress or a punch
induces cells in our bodies to react differently and convert into specific patterns of electrical
stimulation that is then conveyed via the nerves to the central nervous system. Since the Nobel
Prizes came to be, at least three of them were for establishing key principles for how sensations
travelled along skin and muscle sensory nerve fibres. Much like the length, thickness, material
and incident force on their strings elicit specific tones out of a guitar or a piano, there are specific
nerve fibre types that in tandem create a response to touch, heat and proprioception, or the
sense of our body’s movement and position in space. However, the prominence of molecular
biology means that physiology wanted to go a level deeper and find out what specific proteins
and which genes are responsible in this symphony of the nerves.
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Capsaicin (8-methyl-N-vanillyl-6-nonenamide), the active component of chili peppers, generates
the burning sensation when eating spicy food. Studies on capsaicin showed that when it acted
on sensory nerves it induced ionic currents, or the gush of charged particles along a membrane.
In the late 1990s, Professor Julius pursued a project to identify a nerve receptor for capsaicin.
He thought that understanding the action of capsaicin could provide insights into how the body
sensed pain. He and his team went about this by looking for a gene that could induce a
response to capsaicin in cells that usually wouldn’t react to it. They found one in a novel ion
channel protein, later called TRPV1, where TRP stands for transient receptor potential, and VR1
is vanilloid receptor1. They were part of a super family of TRP and it was found that TRPV1 was
activated when temperatures were greater than 40 degrees Celsius, which is close to the body’s
pain threshold. Several other TRP channels were found, and this ion channel could be activated
by various chemical substances, as well as by cold and heat in a way that differs between
mammalian species.
Growing up in Beirut as an Armenian, during the Lebanese Civil War, Patapoutian has related
stories of being captured by militants at university, before he moved to the United States.
Patapoutian and his colleagues were working on how pressure and force affected cells.
Following an approach similar to that of Professor Julius, they identified 72 potential genes that
could encode an ion channel receptor and trigger sensitivity to mechanical force, and it emerged
that one of them coded for a novel ion channel protein, called Piezo1. Via Piezo1, a second
gene was discovered and named Piezo2. Sensory neurons were found to express high levels of
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Piezo2 and further studies firmly established that Piezo1 and Piezo2 are ion channels that are
directly activated by the exertion of pressure on cell membranes. The breakthrough by Professor
Patapoutian led to a series of papers from his and other groups, demonstrating that the Piezo2
ion channel is essential for the sense of touch. Moreover, Piezo2 was shown to play a key role
in proprioception as well as regulate blood pressure, respiration and urinary bladder control.
Independently of one another, Professor Julius and Professor Patapoutian used the chemical
substance menthol to identify TRPM8, a receptor activated by cold.

Our code of editorial values
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Along with the discoveries of specific genes, proteins and pathways, the scientists pioneered
experimental methods that allow insight into the structure of these pain and temperature
sensors. The challenge for pain relieving drugs is to precisely target regions without causing
imbalance in other necessary functions. These scientists’ work, the Nobel Prize committee said,
significantly helped towards reaching that goal.

Going by past experience, the FDA might greenlight the vaccine for young children in a matter of
weeks. The company expects to submit data of children 2–4 years and 6 months to 1 year by
the end of the year.
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CENTRE IMPOSES STOCK LIMITS ON EDIBLE OILS TO
SOFTEN THE PRICES OF EDIBLE OILS IN THE
DOMESTIC MARKET
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India
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The Department of Food and Public Distribution in a landmark decision has imposed stock limits
on Edible Oils and Oilseeds for a period upto 31st March, 2022.
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The Removal of Licensing Requirements, Stock Limits and Movement Restrictions on Specified
Foodstuffs (Amendment) Order, 2021 has been issued with immediate effect i.e. from 8th
September, 2021.Future trading on Mustard Oil and Oilseeds was suspended in NCDEX w.e.f
October 08, 2021.
The Centre’s decision will soften the prices of edible oils in the domestic market, thereby,
bringing great relief to consumers across the country.

IA

The high prices of edible oil in international market has a substantial impact on the domestic
edible oil prices.Under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble PM Shri NarendraModi, Govt. of India
has formulated a multi- pronged strategy to ensure that the prices of essential commodities like
edible oils remain controlled. Measures like rationalization of import duty structure, launching of
a web-portal for self-disclosure of stocks held by various stakeholders etc. had already been
taken.
In a consistent effort to further cool down the domestic prices of Edible Oils, the Centre has
issued the order which was shared with all States.

ac
k

Under this order, the stock limit of all Edible Oils and Oilseeds will be decided by the respective
States Government/Union Territories Administration on the basis of available stock and
consumption pattern of the State/Union Territory with the following exceptions:
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(a) an exporter, being a refiner, miller, extractor, wholesaler or retailer or dealer, having
Importer-Exporter Code Number issued by the Director General of Foreign Trade, if such
exporter is able to demonstrate that the whole or part of his stock in respect of edible oils
and edible oilseeds are meant for exports, to the extent of the stock meant for export.
(b) an importer, being a refiner, miller, extractor, wholesaler or retailer or dealer, if such
importer is able to demonstrate that part of his stock in respect of edible oils and edible
oilseeds are sourced from imports.
In case, the stocks held by respective legal entities are higher than the prescribed limits then
they shall declare the same on the portal (https://evegoils.nic.in/EOSP/login) of Department of
Food & Public Distribution and bring it to the prescribed stock limits as decided by the State/UT
administration where it is conducting its business, within 30 days of the issue of such notification
by the said authorities.
It shall be ensured by the States Governments / Union Territory Administrations that Edible Oils
and Edible Oilseeds stock is regularly declared and updated on the portal of this Department i.e.
Department of Food & Public Distribution (https://evegoils.nic.in/EOSP/login).
****
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The Department of Food and Public Distribution in a landmark decision has imposed stock limits
on Edible Oils and Oilseeds for a period upto 31st March, 2022.
The Removal of Licensing Requirements, Stock Limits and Movement Restrictions on Specified
Foodstuffs (Amendment) Order, 2021 has been issued with immediate effect i.e. from 8th
September, 2021.Future trading on Mustard Oil and Oilseeds was suspended in NCDEX w.e.f
October 08, 2021.

m

The Centre’s decision will soften the prices of edible oils in the domestic market, thereby,
bringing great relief to consumers across the country.
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The high prices of edible oil in international market has a substantial impact on the domestic
edible oil prices.Under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble PM Shri NarendraModi, Govt. of India
has formulated a multi- pronged strategy to ensure that the prices of essential commodities like
edible oils remain controlled. Measures like rationalization of import duty structure, launching of
a web-portal for self-disclosure of stocks held by various stakeholders etc. had already been
taken.
In a consistent effort to further cool down the domestic prices of Edible Oils, the Centre has
issued the order which was shared with all States.
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Under this order, the stock limit of all Edible Oils and Oilseeds will be decided by the respective
States Government/Union Territories Administration on the basis of available stock and
consumption pattern of the State/Union Territory with the following exceptions:
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(a) an exporter, being a refiner, miller, extractor, wholesaler or retailer or dealer, having
Importer-Exporter Code Number issued by the Director General of Foreign Trade, if such
exporter is able to demonstrate that the whole or part of his stock in respect of edible oils
and edible oilseeds are meant for exports, to the extent of the stock meant for export.
(b) an importer, being a refiner, miller, extractor, wholesaler or retailer or dealer, if such
importer is able to demonstrate that part of his stock in respect of edible oils and edible
oilseeds are sourced from imports.
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In case, the stocks held by respective legal entities are higher than the prescribed limits then
they shall declare the same on the portal (https://evegoils.nic.in/EOSP/login) of Department of
Food & Public Distribution and bring it to the prescribed stock limits as decided by the State/UT
administration where it is conducting its business, within 30 days of the issue of such notification
by the said authorities.
It shall be ensured by the States Governments / Union Territory Administrations that Edible Oils
and Edible Oilseeds stock is regularly declared and updated on the portal of this Department i.e.
Department of Food & Public Distribution (https://evegoils.nic.in/EOSP/login).
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Date : 2021-10-12

THE NEXT STEP IS A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO
HEALTH
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and issues
arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

m

The brevity of human memory is often a blessing and even necessary for our collective healing
from suffering. But the lessons we learn from suffering are possibly even more crucial. As our
people continue to face individual and collective grief as a result of the novel coronavirus
pandemic, it is the moral responsibility of our leaders to look ahead and learn the necessary
lessons.
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The lesson here is the need for the constitutional ‘Right to Health for all’. The pandemic has
exposed and aggravated the cracks in our health-care systems, and this is a lesson we cannot
afford to ignore and not learn.
In June this year, I called on the Parliament of India to take immediate measures to make
necessary amendments to the Constitution to declare health care a Fundamental Right. I was
reassured with positive responses from parliamentarians across party lines who have supported
this call. Now, the time has come to make this a reality for India so our people never have to
undergo the suffering that they did.
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The primary question raised is: what will a constitutional ‘Right to Health’ mean for a citizen of
India? I will try and explain this through the lens of three categories of citizens: farmers and
unorganised workers, women and children.
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Farmers are the primary protectors of our fundamental right to life. Yet, the majority remain at a
loose end when it comes to their own rights and well-being, and that of their families. Without an
anchor during times of severe illness or disease, generations of children of small and landless
farmers, and unorganised, migrant and seasonal workers are thrown into bondage and debt by
having to pay for medical costs from their limited earnings. Employment benefit schemes do not
reach them, and the ones that do are mostly on paper. The implementation of the right to health
can provide simple, transparent and quality health care to those who are most in need of such
care.
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Women bear a disproportionate burden of the gaps in our health-care system. The taboos and
patriarchal expectations surrounding their health lead to immense avoidable suffering. In
addition, social and economic challenges prevent them from freely and openly accessing the
little care that is available. A ‘Right to Health’ would mean that services reach the woman where
and when she needs them.
A large number of children who belong to the poorest and most marginalised communities of our
country grow up working in hazardous situations be it fields, mines, brick kilns or factories. They
are either not enrolled in schools or are not able to attend it due to the pressing financial needs
of the family — often because of unexpected out-of-pocket medical expenses.
My organisation has rescued over 1,00,000 such children from child labour, bonded labour, and
trafficking. When rescued, these children are ridden with complex health impacts of working —
primarily tuberculosis, skin diseases, eyesight impairment, and malnutrition, besides the
substantial mental health impact. These children have been denied a safety net of early
childhood care and protection, the consequences of which are felt for a lifetime. The ‘Right to
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Health’ will help transition the children in exploitative conditions into a safer future.
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A constitutional ‘Right to Health’ will transform not only the health and well-being of our people
but will act as a leap for the economic and developmental progress of the nation. Presently, any
investment in health care fails to translate into a sense of security and sanctuary for the people
of India. Instead, the complex and often corrupt means of accessing even existing health care
only adds to the suffering instead of alleviating it. The vision for Ayushman Bharat will be
strengthened with a constitutional ‘Right to Health’. The immediate financial security that will
come with the constitutional ‘Right to Health’ will be seen as a measurable impact on family
savings, greater investment, and jobs creation on the one hand, and in the long-term emotional,
psychological and social security of people.
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The world is taking steps, both big and small, in recovering from the pandemic through foresight
in policy and investment. India must not lag behind. The right to free and compulsory education
was arguably one of the most valuable legacies of the earlier Government. The true testament of
bold leadership lies in its timely, compassionate and courageous decisions for the greater good.
A constitutional amendment to introduce the ‘Right to Health for India’ can be the legacy of this
Government.
Kailash Satyarthi, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014, is an advocate of children’s rights.
He is also the founder of the Global Campaign for Education and the Laureates and Leaders for
Children
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A middle ground is to upgrade community medicine to ‘community medicine and public health’ in
the curriculum
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CABINET APPROVES THE CONTINUATION OF
SWACHH BHARAT MISSION (URBAN) [SBM U] TILL
2025-26 FOR SUSTAINABLE OUTCOMES
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and issues
arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, today approved
thecontinuation of Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) till 2025-26, with focus on sustainability of
Open Defecation Free (ODF) outcomes, achieving scientific processing of Solid Waste in all
cities, and managing Wastewater in cities with less than 1 lakh population in Census 2011 [cities
not covered under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)].
Financial Outlay under SBM-Urban 2.0:
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A financial outlay of 1,41,600 crores has been finalized for SBM-U 2.0, including central share
of 36,465 for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26 which is over 2.5 times the financial outlay of
62,009 crores in the last phase of the Mission.

Expected Outcomes under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
Sanitation:
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Solid Waste Management:

Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0: Key Features
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Over the next 5 years, the focus of SBM-U 2.0, launched on 1st October 2021 by Hon’ble Prime
Minister, will be on sustaining the sanitation and solid waste management outcomes achieved
and accelerating the momentum generated, thus achieving the Mission’s vision of a “Garbage
Free” Urban India.
The implementation of the Mission components will be done in a structured and time-bound
manner, with thorough gap analysis of required infrastructure, detailed 5-year action plans, and
annual action plans with timelines. The Mission will be completely paperless, digital, leveraging
digital technology for complete transparency and accountability through GIS-mapped waste
management infrastructure, robust user interface, online grievance redressal system, end-to-end
online monitoring of projects starting from project creation to fund release, and project progress
monitoring on integrated GIS-based platform.
Enablers such as outcome-based fund release, greater funding support for smaller ULBs and
convergence with 15th FC grants for added funding support, structured implementation plan for
each component, robust capacity building, communication and advocacy for sustainable
behavior change, intensified thrust on private sector participation, and extensive industry
collaboration will help in achieving the Mission’s objectives within the scheduled timelines.
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Key Components under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
The following will be the key components for implementation under SBM-U 2.0:
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Sustainable Sanitation:
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Sustainable Solid Waste Management:

The above will be achieved through robust capacity building of ULBs and all relevant
stakeholders, and intensified focus on citizen engagement through communication and
advocacy, for further scaling up the Jan Andolan.
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There will be special focus on well-being on sanitation and informal waste workers through
provision of personal protective equipment and safety kits, linkages with government welfare
schemes along with their capacity building.
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Objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission- Urban
In 2014, under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister, India adopted a holistic vision for
urban planning and embarked on a journey of transformation in the water and sanitation sector.
The announcement for the launch of SBM was made by Prime Minister on 15th August 2014
with the Mission being formally launched on 2nd October 2014 with the following objectives:
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Achievements of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban
Over the last seven years, the Mission has reached all corners of the country and has changed
the lives of countless citizens with its ‘people first’ focus. The following are the key milestones,
achievements and impact under SBM-Urban:

*******
DS
[1] The ODF+ Protocol introduced by MoHUA in 2018 focuses on the cleanliness and
functionality of community and public toilets
[2] The ODF++ Protocol introduced by MoHUA in 2018 focuses on complete faecal sludge and
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septage management
[3] The Water+ Protocol introduced by MoHUA in 2019 focuses on wastewater treatment and its
optimum reuse

Financial Outlay under SBM-Urban 2.0:
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The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, today approved
thecontinuation of Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) till 2025-26, with focus on sustainability of
Open Defecation Free (ODF) outcomes, achieving scientific processing of Solid Waste in all
cities, and managing Wastewater in cities with less than 1 lakh population in Census 2011 [cities
not covered under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)].
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A financial outlay of 1,41,600 crores has been finalized for SBM-U 2.0, including central share
of 36,465 for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26 which is over 2.5 times the financial outlay of
62,009 crores in the last phase of the Mission.

Expected Outcomes under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
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Sanitation:
Solid Waste Management:

ac
k

Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0: Key Features
Over the next 5 years, the focus of SBM-U 2.0, launched on 1st October 2021 by Hon’ble Prime
Minister, will be on sustaining the sanitation and solid waste management outcomes achieved
and accelerating the momentum generated, thus achieving the Mission’s vision of a “Garbage
Free” Urban India.
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The implementation of the Mission components will be done in a structured and time-bound
manner, with thorough gap analysis of required infrastructure, detailed 5-year action plans, and
annual action plans with timelines. The Mission will be completely paperless, digital, leveraging
digital technology for complete transparency and accountability through GIS-mapped waste
management infrastructure, robust user interface, online grievance redressal system, end-to-end
online monitoring of projects starting from project creation to fund release, and project progress
monitoring on integrated GIS-based platform.
Enablers such as outcome-based fund release, greater funding support for smaller ULBs and
convergence with 15th FC grants for added funding support, structured implementation plan for
each component, robust capacity building, communication and advocacy for sustainable
behavior change, intensified thrust on private sector participation, and extensive industry
collaboration will help in achieving the Mission’s objectives within the scheduled timelines.

Key Components under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
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The following will be the key components for implementation under SBM-U 2.0:

Sustainable Sanitation:
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Sustainable Solid Waste Management:
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The above will be achieved through robust capacity building of ULBs and all relevant
stakeholders, and intensified focus on citizen engagement through communication and
advocacy, for further scaling up the Jan Andolan.

There will be special focus on well-being on sanitation and informal waste workers through
provision of personal protective equipment and safety kits, linkages with government welfare
schemes along with their capacity building.

IA

Objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission- Urban
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In 2014, under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister, India adopted a holistic vision for
urban planning and embarked on a journey of transformation in the water and sanitation sector.
The announcement for the launch of SBM was made by Prime Minister on 15th August 2014
with the Mission being formally launched on 2nd October 2014 with the following objectives:

Achievements of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban
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Over the last seven years, the Mission has reached all corners of the country and has changed
the lives of countless citizens with its ‘people first’ focus. The following are the key milestones,
achievements and impact under SBM-Urban:

*******

DS
[1] The ODF+ Protocol introduced by MoHUA in 2018 focuses on the cleanliness and
functionality of community and public toilets
[2] The ODF++ Protocol introduced by MoHUA in 2018 focuses on complete faecal sludge and
septage management
[3] The Water+ Protocol introduced by MoHUA in 2019 focuses on wastewater treatment and its
optimum reuse
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Date : 2021-10-15

BIS CELEBRATES WORLD STANDARDS DAY
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India

On the occasion of World Standards Day, Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) organized a daylong event on the theme of ‘Shared Vision for a Better World’ Standards for Sustainable
Development Goals at its headquarters in New Delhi here today.
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Minister of State (MoS) for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey presided over the event. During his
address to the, he pressed on the significance of environmental sustainability through
standardization. He emphasized on the importance of MSME sector in India and how the
implementation of standards facilitate access to national and international markets. He spoke on
the critical role that standards play in ensuring the integration of diverse technologies and
interoperability of innovations required for propelling smart cities of the future. He further
elaborated that in view of the pandemic, the path to move towards Sustainable Development
Goals has become an absolute necessity, for which relevant, faster and better standards are
essential.

SmtLeenaNandan, Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs delivered the special address
and emphasized the need for striving towards the 17 Sustainable Development Goals adopted
by all members of the UN and about India’s commitment towards the same.She appreciated the
effort made by BIS for prioritizing the formulation of standards that address the Sustainable
Development Goals and for the development of standards with a wide understanding of what
supports a healthy environment. She reiterated that the Sustainable Development Goals provide
the best hope to face a number of challenges and opportunities from demographic transitions to
new models of economic activity and that standards have a critical part to play in this regard.
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She also felicitated the Indian experts who were awarded the IEC awards for their technical
contribution for furthering standardization in the field of Electrotechnology.
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SmtNidhiKhare, Additional Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs presented the keynote
address and spoke about the significance of standards and the benefits they bring to business,
society and the government. She mentioned that standards, form the foundation of international
trade and play a key role in strengthening the means of implementation and revitalization of
global partnerships for sustainable development. She further added that BIS has an important
role to play in successfully achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and making our world
a better place to live in.
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In his welcome address, Shri Pramod Kumar Tiwari, Director General, BIS highlighted the recent
initiatives taken by BIS for strengthening the standardization process and the importance of
standards in national economy. He spoke on how BIS is striving to formulate need-based
standards taking into consideration the needs of consumers, making sure they get efficient and
reliable goods and promote responsible supply chains in pursuit of the Sustainable Development
Goals.

SmtMamtaUpadhyayaLal, Additional Director General informed about the programmes being
held by the various regional & branch offices of BIS all over India. They included workshops with
consumer groups, state government departments and manufacturers, competitions at schools
and colleges and seminars on the topics relevant to the theme. She also informed that BIS has
undertaken a series of innovative activities (i.e. 75 activities for 75 weeks), being held every
week under the ‘AazadikaAmrit Mahotsava-India@75’, to showcase its achievements and also
commemorate 75 years of existence of BIS. These activities include theme-based seminars;
Standards Club Activities in schools/ colleges across India through its Branch Offices; Industry
meet with focus on collective journey from Independence to Atmanirbhar in Quality, at its
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Regional Offices; ‘This Week that Day’ on its conformity assessment activities; Special events
on 15 August & 06 January i.e. BIS’s Foundation Day.
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The Inaugural session was followed by a technical session on Standards for Sustainable
Communities, wherein presentations were made by experts and eminent personalities. The
technical session covered a wide range of interesting and insightful presentations which
included topics on Clean Energy, Smart Transportation, Plastic Waste Management,
Electrotechnical Standards and Sustainable Cities.

cr

The second technical session, was on Standards fostering Well-Being. The second technical
session had presentations related to fostering Well-Being which included topics on Nutrition,
Water Efficient Plumbing, Piped Drinking Water, Standardization in Food & Water and Green
Infrastructure.
****
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On the occasion of World Standards Day, Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) organized a daylong event on the theme of ‘Shared Vision for a Better World’ Standards for Sustainable
Development Goals at its headquarters in New Delhi here today.
Minister of State (MoS) for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey presided over the event. During his
address to the, he pressed on the significance of environmental sustainability through
standardization. He emphasized on the importance of MSME sector in India and how the
implementation of standards facilitate access to national and international markets. He spoke on
the critical role that standards play in ensuring the integration of diverse technologies and
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interoperability of innovations required for propelling smart cities of the future. He further
elaborated that in view of the pandemic, the path to move towards Sustainable Development
Goals has become an absolute necessity, for which relevant, faster and better standards are
essential.
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SmtLeenaNandan, Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs delivered the special address
and emphasized the need for striving towards the 17 Sustainable Development Goals adopted
by all members of the UN and about India’s commitment towards the same.She appreciated the
effort made by BIS for prioritizing the formulation of standards that address the Sustainable
Development Goals and for the development of standards with a wide understanding of what
supports a healthy environment. She reiterated that the Sustainable Development Goals provide
the best hope to face a number of challenges and opportunities from demographic transitions to
new models of economic activity and that standards have a critical part to play in this regard.
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She also felicitated the Indian experts who were awarded the IEC awards for their technical
contribution for furthering standardization in the field of Electrotechnology.
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SmtNidhiKhare, Additional Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs presented the keynote
address and spoke about the significance of standards and the benefits they bring to business,
society and the government. She mentioned that standards, form the foundation of international
trade and play a key role in strengthening the means of implementation and revitalization of
global partnerships for sustainable development. She further added that BIS has an important
role to play in successfully achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and making our world
a better place to live in.
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In his welcome address, Shri Pramod Kumar Tiwari, Director General, BIS highlighted the recent
initiatives taken by BIS for strengthening the standardization process and the importance of
standards in national economy. He spoke on how BIS is striving to formulate need-based
standards taking into consideration the needs of consumers, making sure they get efficient and
reliable goods and promote responsible supply chains in pursuit of the Sustainable Development
Goals.

SmtMamtaUpadhyayaLal, Additional Director General informed about the programmes being
held by the various regional & branch offices of BIS all over India. They included workshops with
consumer groups, state government departments and manufacturers, competitions at schools
and colleges and seminars on the topics relevant to the theme. She also informed that BIS has
undertaken a series of innovative activities (i.e. 75 activities for 75 weeks), being held every
week under the ‘AazadikaAmrit Mahotsava-India@75’, to showcase its achievements and also
commemorate 75 years of existence of BIS. These activities include theme-based seminars;
Standards Club Activities in schools/ colleges across India through its Branch Offices; Industry
meet with focus on collective journey from Independence to Atmanirbhar in Quality, at its
Regional Offices; ‘This Week that Day’ on its conformity assessment activities; Special events
on 15 August & 06 January i.e. BIS’s Foundation Day.
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The Inaugural session was followed by a technical session on Standards for Sustainable
Communities, wherein presentations were made by experts and eminent personalities. The
technical session covered a wide range of interesting and insightful presentations which
included topics on Clean Energy, Smart Transportation, Plastic Waste Management,
Electrotechnical Standards and Sustainable Cities.
The second technical session, was on Standards fostering Well-Being. The second technical
session had presentations related to fostering Well-Being which included topics on Nutrition,
Water Efficient Plumbing, Piped Drinking Water, Standardization in Food & Water and Green
Infrastructure.
****
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TB DEATHS UP IN PANDEMIC: WHO
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

In 2020, more people died of TB, with far fewer people being diagnosed and treated or provided
with preventive treatment compared with 2019, and overall spending on essential TB services
falling, it noted.
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It explained that the first challenge was disruption in access to TB services and a reduction in
resources. In many countries, human, financial and other resources had been reallocated from
tackling TB to COVID-19. The second was that people struggled to seek care during lockdowns.
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WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus observed in a release, “This report
confirms our fears that the disruption of essential health services due to the pandemic could
start to unravel years of progress against tuberculosis. This is an alarming news that must serve
as a global wake-up call to the urgent need for investments and innovation to close the gaps in
diagnosis, treatment and care for the millions of people affected by this ancient but preventable
and treatable disease.”

Huge burden

IA

TB services are among many others disrupted by COVID-19 in 2020, but the pandemic’s impact
on TB has been particularly severe. Approximately 1.5 million people died from TB in 2020
(including 2,14,000 among HIV positive people).
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The increase in the number of TB deaths occurred mainly in the 30 countries with the highest
burden of the disease. WHO modelling projections suggest that the number of people
developing TB and dying from the disease could be much higher in 2021 and 2022.
“Challenges with providing and accessing essential TB services have meant that many people
with TB were not diagnosed in 2020. The number of people newly diagnosed with TB and those
reported to national governments fell from 7.1 million in 2019 to 5.8 million in 2020,” the WHO
disclosed.
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Quelling the chills: The RTS,S vaccine (Mosquirix) is made by GlaxoSmithKline after successful
pilot programmes in Kenya, Ghana and Malawi. | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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The story so far: On October 6, the World Health Organization made a historic announcement,
endorsing the first-ever malaria vaccine, RTS,S, among children in sub-Saharan Africa, and in
other regions with moderate-to-high Plasmodium falciparum malaria transmission. It made its
recommendations based on the results from a pilot programme administering the vaccine to
children in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi.
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Malaria is a life-threatening disease caused by micro-organisms that belong to the genus
Plasmodium, and is transmitted by infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. In 2019, according to
the WHO, there were an estimated 229 million cases of malaria, and the estimated deaths were
4,09,000. About 67% of the deaths were among children aged under five, the group most
vulnerable to malaria. Furthermore, 94% of the cases and deaths due to malaria occurred in the
WHO African region, a disproportionately high share of the burden. But the WHO says its
regions of Southeast Asia, eastern Mediterranean, western Pacific, and the Americas are also at
risk. While research for a vaccine and therapeutics for malaria had been on for nearly half-acentury, success has been elusive until recently. While preventive and treatment interventions
have continued (bed nets and indoor residual insecticide spraying) over the years, it was clear
that the best tool against the constantly mutating pathogen would not emerge until an effective
vaccine was at hand.
Editorial | Killing the chills: On the malaria vaccine
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As Matthew B. Laurens argues in a paper in Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutics: “An
effective malaria vaccine would be an important tool to combat the enormous socioeconomic
burden caused by this disease. Vaccines promote both individual and public health, and are thus
considered among the most highly successful public health tools. After provision of clean water
and sanitation, vaccination against infectious diseases has contributed the greatest to public
health worldwide, compared with other human interventions.” And it was at a time when it was
believed that anti-malarial research was flailing, that RTS,S did emerge. Pilot projects rolled out
in sub-Saharan Africa showed that among children aged 5-17 months who received the
recommended four doses of RTS,S, the vaccine prevented approximately 4 in 10 (39%) cases
of malaria over four years of follow-up; about 3 in 10 (29%) cases of severe malaria, with a
significant reduction in overall hospital admissions due to malaria or severe anaemia (a side
effect). The need for blood transfusions to correct life-threatening anaemia also came down by
29%.
RTS,S/AS01 is a recombinant protein-based vaccine that acts against P. falciparum, believed to
be the deadliest malaria parasite globally and the most prevalent in Africa. It reportedly offers no
protection against P.vivax malaria, found in many countries outside Africa. The development of
the vaccine was led by pharma major GSK over 30 years ago. In 2001, GSK began
collaborating with PATH’s Malaria Vaccine Initiative (MVI). A five-year Phase 3 efficacy and
safety trial that concluded in 2014 was implemented through a partnership between GSK and
MVI, with support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and a network of African research
centres. In July 2015, the European Medicines Agency authorised the use of the vaccine,
concluding that the benefits of the vaccine outweighed the risks. Known side-effects include pain
and swelling at the injection site and fever, similar to the other children’s vaccines. It is
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associated with an increased risk of febrile seizures within seven days of administration. In the
Phase 3 trial, children who had febrile seizures after vaccination recovered completely, and
there were no long-lasting consequences, the WHO reported.
Pilots were launched in Malawi, Ghana, and Kenya over 2019. Health workers reported that the
vaccine was easy to introduce and integrate into their schedule. The data were submitted to the
WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunisation and the Malaria Policy Advisory
Committee that gave the go-ahead for the first ever anti-malarial vaccine.
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Also read | Bharat Biotech to make malaria vaccine
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Malaria is a major public health problem in India, endemic to many States, and involves multiple
Plasmodium species, including P. falciparum, said the authors of a paper in Acta Tropica, an
international journal on infectious diseases. India will therefore benefit from the vaccine, and
Bharat Biotech has entered into a partnership with GSK for technology transfer and production.
This vaccine is likely to be ready for use in India, in a couple of years, as per reports.

Dr. Gagandeep Kang speaks to us about ZyCoV-D, the world's first DNA vaccine that is set for
roll out in India
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INDO-US JOINT TRAINING EXERCISE “EX YUDH
ABHYAS” COMMENCES AT JOINT BASE ELMENDORF
RICHARDSON, ALASKA (USA)
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Defence related developments
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The 17th Edition of Indo – US joint training exercise “EX YUDH ABHYAS 21” commenced at
Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson, Alaska (USA) on 15 October 2021 with an opening ceremony
that saw the unfurling of the National Flags of both countries amidst playing of the National
anthems, “Jana Gana Mana” and “The Star Spangled Banner”.
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300 US Army soldiers belonging to First Squadron (Airborne) of the 40th Cavalry Regiment and
350 soldiers of 7 MADRAS Infantry Battalion Group of Indian Army are participating in the
exercise. The 14 days training schedule includes activities on joint training in a Counter
Insurgency / Counter Terrorism environment under United Nations mandate.
During the opening ceremony Major General Brian Eifler, Commander US Army, Alaska,
formally welcomed the Indian contingent. He urged both contingents to focus on improving
cohesion and inter-operability to achieve training objectives of the exercise. He stressed upon
the importance of free exchange of ideas, concepts and best practices between the troops and
the necessity to learn from each others’ experiences.
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The joint exercise will facilitate both Armies to know each other better, share their wide
experiences and enhance their situational awareness through information exchange. This will
help them in undertaking joint operations at Battalion level in mountainous terrain with cold
climatic conditions under the ambit of United Nations.
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The 17th Edition of Indo – US joint training exercise “EX YUDH ABHYAS 21” commenced at
Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson, Alaska (USA) on 15 October 2021 with an opening ceremony
that saw the unfurling of the National Flags of both countries amidst playing of the National
anthems, “Jana Gana Mana” and “The Star Spangled Banner”.
300 US Army soldiers belonging to First Squadron (Airborne) of the 40th Cavalry Regiment and
350 soldiers of 7 MADRAS Infantry Battalion Group of Indian Army are participating in the
exercise. The 14 days training schedule includes activities on joint training in a Counter
Insurgency / Counter Terrorism environment under United Nations mandate.
During the opening ceremony Major General Brian Eifler, Commander US Army, Alaska,
formally welcomed the Indian contingent. He urged both contingents to focus on improving
cohesion and inter-operability to achieve training objectives of the exercise. He stressed upon
the importance of free exchange of ideas, concepts and best practices between the troops and
the necessity to learn from each others’ experiences.
The joint exercise will facilitate both Armies to know each other better, share their wide
experiences and enhance their situational awareness through information exchange. This will
help them in undertaking joint operations at Battalion level in mountainous terrain with cold
climatic conditions under the ambit of United Nations.
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‘ONLY 3.9% CHILDREN MALNOURISHED’
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Stunted future:The Global Hunger Index 2021 ranked India at 101 out of 116 countries.File
Photo
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The value of a key indicator used in the Global Hunger Index is ‘inflated’ as only 3.9% of the
anganwadi children were found to be undernourished, the Union Government said on Sunday.
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“The real-time data of beneficiaries registered on the Anganwadi platform include 7.79 crore
children aged between 6 months to 6 years as per real-time Poshan Tracker data [as on 16-102021]. Corresponding number of undernourished children reported on Poshan Tracker is 30.27
lakh which comes to only 3.9%,” according to a reply from the Ministry of Women and Child
Development to a report in The Hindu , “Global Hunger Index not based on an opinion poll”,
published on October 17.
It said, “These beneficiaries are representative of the poorest strata of society and the low levels
of undernourishment in them surely reflects that the Indian data is highly inflated.”
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The GHI 2021 ranked India at 101 out of 116 countries. The index is based on four indicators —
under-nourishment, wasting, stunting and under-five mortality. Of these, India’s performance is
shown to deteriorate only for undernourishment, which is what the Government has challenged.
According to FAO’s data, which is used in the Index, the prevalence of undernourishment in
India rose from 14% in 2017-2019 to 15.3% in 2018-2020 which the Government has called
exaggerated.
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However, undernourishment and undernutrition used as synonyms by the Government are
treated as two different indicators by FAO and in the GHI.
The Government has also alleged that there has been a “selective approach adopted to
deliberately lower India’s rank” by relying on higher values of indicators such as stunting and
wasting from different datasets available.
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GOVERNMENT SETS UP EXPERT PANEL ON TOBACCO
TAX POLICY
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and issues
arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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NEW DELHI : The government has set up an expert group led by a senior official in the health
ministry to prepare a comprehensive tax policy proposal covering all tobacco products from a
public health perspective.
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The nine-member panel is led by Vikas Sheel, additional secretary in the health ministry and
includes representatives of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council, NITI Aayog, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), revenue department’s Tax Research Unit, WHO
country office for India, National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP).
The mandate of the group includes analyzing current tax structure of all forms of tobacco,
including smokeless tobacco, and suggesting various tax rate models for consideration in the
preparation of FY23 and future Union budgets. The idea is to have a road map for reducing
tobacco demand as per World Health Organization’s (WHO's) plans.
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Tobacco at present is a highly taxed commodity. It is kept in the 28% GST slab (other than for
tobacco leaves which is taxed at 5%). Tobacco and its various forms are also subject to a heavy
burden of cess, given that the commodity is seen as a sin good. For example, the cess is 65%
on unmanufactured tobacco bearing a brand name. For cigars, it is 21%, or 4,170 per 1,000,
whichever is higher. The government also uses pictures of cancer patients on the packages of
cigarettes to discourage its use.
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The second wave of covid-19 has been major shock to the country, and it far surpassed the first
wave. The government of India had already announced various fiscal and economic stimulus
measures to boost the economy and compensate people affected from the negative economic
shock from the pandemic when the first wave hit India. The financial needs for the exchequer
continue to grow on the face of the vast resources needed for the vaccination drive and for the
preparation for a possible third wave of the pandemic. The GST revenue receipts of both central
and states governments have been severely affected due to the covid-19 pandemic and, as a
result, the central government has not been able to distribute the compensation cess dues to
different state governments as guaranteed under the GST.
There has not been any major increase in tobacco taxes since the introduction of GST in July
2017 and all tobacco products have become more affordable over the past three years. The total
tax burden (taxes as a percentage of final tax inclusive retail price) is only about 52.7% for
cigarettes, 22% for bidis and 63.8% for smokeless tobacco.
This is much lower than the WHO recommended tax burden of at least 75% of retail price for all
tobacco products. According to the WHO, raising the price of tobacco products through tax
increases is the most effective policy to reduce tobacco use. Higher tobacco prices that
decrease affordability, encourage quitting among users, prevent initiation among non-users, and
reduce the quantity consumed among continuing users.
Increasing the existing compensation cess on cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products and
levying compensation cess on bidis can be a very effective policy measure to address the
immediate need to raise revenue by the central government to compensate state governments
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for their respective GST revenue shortfalls during the pandemic time. It will be a winning
proposition for generating revenue and reducing tobacco use and related diseases as well as
covid-related comorbidities.
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According to health experts, Tobacco use increases risk for severe covid-19 infection,
complications, and death. Available research suggests that smokers are at greater risk of
developing severe disease and dying from covid-19. Over 400,000 people have died to date in
India in the last 17 months because of covid-19. Tobacco use which is a slow-moving pandemic
itself claims the lives of 1.3 million Indians each year. It is critical than ever before to keep
tobacco products out of the hands of vulnerable populations such as youth and the
underprivileged sections of society.
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“There is substantial proof that tobacco increases risk for severe covid infection and
complications following it. Tobacco users have greater risk of death following covid. It is in the
interest of the users as well as for the country to increase taxes on all tobacco products. This will
reduce their affordability and consumption. It will then limit the vulnerability to covid-19 infection
and its complications," said Dr Pankaj Chaturvedi, Head Neck Cancer Surgeon, Tata Memorial
Hospital.
India has the second largest number (268 million) of tobacco users in the world. Nearly 27% of
all cancers in India are due to tobacco. The annual economic costs from all diseases and deaths
attributable to tobacco use is estimated to be 177,341 crores in 2017-18 amounting to 1% of
India’s GDP. This will continue to grow post covid-19.
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Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
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PANDEMIC FUELLED RISE IN CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
ONLINE: REPORT
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws
Institutions and Bodies
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The Global Threat Assessment report 2021, by WeProtect Global Alliance, launched on
Tuesday, said COVID-19 had contributed to a significant spike in child sexual exploitation and
abuse online.
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WeProtect Global Alliance is a global movement of more than 200 governments, private sector
companies and civil society organisations working toge- ther to transform the global response to
child sexual exploitation and abuse online.
The report was a meta study that distils findings from multiple international studies on the issue.
The findings show that in the past two years, the reporting of child sexual exploitation and online
abuse has reached its highest level. “COVID-19 created a ‘perfect storm’ of conditions that
fuelled a rise in child sexual exploitation and abuse across the globe,” it stated.
“This sustained growth is outstripping our global capacity to respond. Child sexual abuse
remains a chronically underfunded issue,” said Iain Drennan, executive director, and Ernie Allen,
chair, WeProtect Global Alliance, in their foreword.
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The rise in child ‘self-generated’ sexual material is another trend that challenges the existing
response, with the Internet Watch Foundation observing a 77% increase in child ‘self-generated’
sexual material from 2019 to 2020.
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As part of the report, a global study of childhood experiences of more than 5,000 young adults
(aged 18 to 20) across 54 countries was done by Economist Impact. About 54 % of the
respondents had experienced at least one online sexual harm incident during childhood. More
than a third of respondents (34%) had been asked to do something sexually explicit online they
were uncomfortable with during their childhood. Respondents who identified as
transgender/non-binary, LGBQ+ and/or disabled were more likely to experience online sexual
harms during childhood, it said. The report also featured a survey of technology companies that
showed most were using tools to detect child sexual abuse material, but only 37% currently use
tools to detect online grooming.
During the pandemic, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC)
indicated 106% increase in reports of suspected child sexual exploitation to its global
CyberTipline. During the lockdown, there was a 95% rise in searches for child sexual abuse
material, the NCMEC reported.
The report calls for prioritising prevention activities against abuse, creating safe online
environments for children, besides calling on all with a role to protect children to work together to
improve the response.
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FOR CHANGE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON SAME-SEX
RELATIONS AND SOCIETY
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights
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A recent advisory from the National Medical Commission (NMC) emphasising the need to avoid
derogatory references to the LGBTQIA+ community in medical textbooks or teaching methods
has underscored the value of institutional awareness on issues concerning queer and trans
people. The advisory came after the Madras High Court voiced concern over “unscientific and
derogatory information” in some textbooks. The NMC cautioned medical universities, colleges
and other institutions to avoid such references while teaching subjects relating to gender. The
institutions were also asked not to approve books with such references, while textbook authors
were instructed to amend what has been written on issues such as virginity and homosexuality.
The circular represents the fruition of efforts by Justice N. Anand Venkatesh, who framed
guidelines in an order in June, to protect the community’s rights. He had expanded the scope of
a writ petition filed by a lesbian couple for protection against harassment into one that went into
the status of those who did not conform to gender identity assigned at birth or to heteronormative sexual orientation. The court’s attention was then drawn to psychiatry, forensic
medicine and toxicology textbooks. Justice Venkatesh had suggested that the NMC and the
Indian Psychiatric Society bring in necessary changes in the curriculum.
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The judge had directed the police not to harass sexual minorities, but later noted with
consternation that such harassment was not only continuing, but sometimes extended to NGOs
and other allies of the LGBTQIA+ community. He mooted changes to the police conduct rules to
provide for punishing erring police personnel in this regard. He also noted disparaging
references in the media. He found that a psychiatrist had referred a gay man for cognitive
behavioural therapy, while prescribing anti-depressants and drugs meant to treat erectile
dysfunction under the wrong impression that sexual orientation required some sort of therapy. In
the course of the hearing, the judge had subjected himself to counselling so that he could
overcome his own mindset, limitations in understanding and lack of exposure to issues of
gender non-conformity and to go beyond the binary understanding of sex and sexuality. Judicial
intervention generally has a salutary effect on the behaviour of the state, its institutions and
structures. However, barring specific directions, the spirit of judicial orders, especially with
regard to social issues, rarely percolates to every limb of the administration. The queer and
gender non-conforming people have found an ally in the court, but they would need greater
effort on the part of the authorities at various levels, if their rights are to be protected. In any
case, any change in law in terms of recognising same-sex relations or understanding selfidentification of gender must be complemented by an attitudinal change in society at large.
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LAUNCH OF NITI AAYOG’S ATAL INNOVATION
MISSION DIGI-BOOK INNOVATIONS FOR YOU SECTOR
IN FOCUS – HEALTH CARE
Relevant for: Polity | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and issues
arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has launched – “Innovations for You” an attempt to
showcase the success stories of Atal Innovation Mission’s Startups in different domains. These
startups have worked to create new, disruptive and innovative products, services, and solutions
that can pave a path for a sustainable future. The first edition of this book is focused on
innovations in Health Care and soon other sectors shall follow.
As the country celebrates the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav – 75th Year of
Independence,Innovations for You series by Atal Innovation Mission captureshow startups in
various sectors are innovating to create a sustainable future in a post pandemic era.
The book is a compilation of 45health tech startups, incubated at Atal Incubation Centres spread
across the country. These startups are leveraging frontier technologies such as AI, IoT, ICT and
others to provide socially relevant solutions to problems likeAnemia, Malaria, dental care, mental
health, neonatal and child care and monitoring human vitals, among others.
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The digi-book was unveiled in the presence of Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, Dr.
V K Paul, Member Health, NITI Aayog, Mr. Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, Dr. Rakesh Sarwal,
Additional Secretary(Health), NITI Aayog and Dr. Chintan Vaishnav, Mission Director, Atal
Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog.
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The Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog accoladed the startups and their innovations by stating – “This
book serves as an encouragement to upcoming entrepreneurs to work on the path of creativity
and imagination to address some of India’s pressing challenges.”
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Adding to the Vice Chairman, Dr. V K Paul – Member Health, congratulated the AIM team and
appreciated the efforts done in compilation of this book. He also commended the Atal Incubation
Centers and their incubated startups by acknowledging their work and innovations done in the
healthcare sector.
The CEO, NITI Aayog said – “Innovations for You is an attempt to showcase how the young
India is slowly but steadily moving towards becoming a world class leader. Government of India
with Atal Innovation Mission is supporting the startups and young leaders to achieve their
dreams.”
Dr. Rakesh Sarwal, Additional Secretary (Health), NITI Aayog also appreciated the efforts of
AIM team and acknowledged the work done by the startups in field of health care innovations.
Mission Director, Atal innovation Mission - Dr. Chintan Vaishnav, congratulated the 45
innovators mentioned in the book and emphasized on how the startups of today are working
towards solving the HealthCare puzzle for a better tomorrow.
The digi-book series - Innovations for Youby Atal Innovation Mission brings to you the best of
innovations and entrepreneurs to the forefront. The subsequent editions of the book will focus on
other emerging sectors like AgriTech, EduTech, Mobility, EV among others.
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About Atal Innovation Mission of NITI Aayog
The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is the Government of India’s flagship initiative to
promoteinnovation and entrepreneurship culture in the country. AIM is mandated to create an
umbrella structure to oversee innovation ecosystem of the country and revolutionizing the
innovation eco-system - touching upon the entire innovation life cycle through various programs.
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The Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) create innovators, Atal Incubation Centres and support
to Established Incubation Centres ensure innovations are taken to the market and help create
enterprises around these innovations, Atal Community Innovation Centres are promoting
benefits of technology led innovation to the unserved/underserved regions of India. Atal New
India Challenges are creating product and service innovations having national socio-economic
impact and ARISE ANIC Challenges promote innovation in a phased manner in the
MSME/Startup sector.
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QR Code to Innovations for You

Link to access Innovations for You: https://aim.gov.in/pdf/AIM_HealthcareCTB.pdf
***
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NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has launched – “Innovations for You” an attempt to
showcase the success stories of Atal Innovation Mission’s Startups in different domains. These
startups have worked to create new, disruptive and innovative products, services, and solutions
that can pave a path for a sustainable future. The first edition of this book is focused on
innovations in Health Care and soon other sectors shall follow.
As the country celebrates the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav – 75th Year of
Independence,Innovations for You series by Atal Innovation Mission captureshow startups in
various sectors are innovating to create a sustainable future in a post pandemic era.
The book is a compilation of 45health tech startups, incubated at Atal Incubation Centres spread
across the country. These startups are leveraging frontier technologies such as AI, IoT, ICT and
others to provide socially relevant solutions to problems likeAnemia, Malaria, dental care, mental
health, neonatal and child care and monitoring human vitals, among others.
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The digi-book was unveiled in the presence of Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, Dr.
V K Paul, Member Health, NITI Aayog, Mr. Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, Dr. Rakesh Sarwal,
Additional Secretary(Health), NITI Aayog and Dr. Chintan Vaishnav, Mission Director, Atal
Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog.
The Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog accoladed the startups and their innovations by stating – “This
book serves as an encouragement to upcoming entrepreneurs to work on the path of creativity
and imagination to address some of India’s pressing challenges.”

m

Adding to the Vice Chairman, Dr. V K Paul – Member Health, congratulated the AIM team and
appreciated the efforts done in compilation of this book. He also commended the Atal Incubation
Centers and their incubated startups by acknowledging their work and innovations done in the
healthcare sector.
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The CEO, NITI Aayog said – “Innovations for You is an attempt to showcase how the young
India is slowly but steadily moving towards becoming a world class leader. Government of India
with Atal Innovation Mission is supporting the startups and young leaders to achieve their
dreams.”
Dr. Rakesh Sarwal, Additional Secretary (Health), NITI Aayog also appreciated the efforts of
AIM team and acknowledged the work done by the startups in field of health care innovations.
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Mission Director, Atal innovation Mission - Dr. Chintan Vaishnav, congratulated the 45
innovators mentioned in the book and emphasized on how the startups of today are working
towards solving the HealthCare puzzle for a better tomorrow.
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The digi-book series - Innovations for Youby Atal Innovation Mission brings to you the best of
innovations and entrepreneurs to the forefront. The subsequent editions of the book will focus on
other emerging sectors like AgriTech, EduTech, Mobility, EV among others.
About Atal Innovation Mission of NITI Aayog
The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is the Government of India’s flagship initiative to
promoteinnovation and entrepreneurship culture in the country. AIM is mandated to create an
umbrella structure to oversee innovation ecosystem of the country and revolutionizing the
innovation eco-system - touching upon the entire innovation life cycle through various programs.
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The Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) create innovators, Atal Incubation Centres and support
to Established Incubation Centres ensure innovations are taken to the market and help create
enterprises around these innovations, Atal Community Innovation Centres are promoting
benefits of technology led innovation to the unserved/underserved regions of India. Atal New
India Challenges are creating product and service innovations having national socio-economic
impact and ARISE ANIC Challenges promote innovation in a phased manner in the
MSME/Startup sector.

QR Code to Innovations for You
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Link to access Innovations for You: https://aim.gov.in/pdf/AIM_HealthcareCTB.pdf
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ZIKA VIRUS CASE REPORTED IN KANPUR, FIRST IN
UTTAR PRADESH
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

The first case of Zika virus in Uttar Pradesh has been detected in Kanpur, a health official said
on Sunday. The official said a warrant officer in the Indian Air Force (IAF) was diagnosed with
the infection on Saturday, the first in Kanpur.
Kanpur's Chief Medical Officer (CMO) Nepal Singh that the IAF officer was suffering from fever
for the past several days and was admitted to the Air Force Hospital in the district.
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Following mysterious symptoms in the case, the blood sample was collected and sent to Pune
for proper examination which confirmed that the patient was Zika virus positive, he said, adding
the report was received on Saturday.
After his result came out to be positive, the area was sanitised by the municipal corporation.
Twenty-two more samples of persons who came in contact with the patient and those who have
the same symptoms have also been sent for examination, Singh said.
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Health and civic bodies’ officials have been put on alert to deal with the situation. Besides,
several teams have also been tasked to check the spread of the virus in the district, officials
said.
Before UP, cases of Zika virus were detected in Kerala and Maharashtra.
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What is Zika virus?

As per the World Health Organisation (WHO), Zika virus is transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes.
This virus was first identified in humans in Uganda and Tanzania in 1952.
Symptoms generally include mild fever, rashes, conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain, or
headaches. Most symptoms can last for two-seven days. It can also be transmitted through
sexual intercourse.
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Experts have also figured out an association between Zika virus infection and adverse
pregnancy and fetal outcomes.
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GOVERNMENT SETS UP NATIONAL STEERING
COMMITTEE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NIPUN
BHARAT MISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Department of School Education and Literacy had launched the National Initiative for
Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy, NIPUNBharat Mission on 5th July,
2021 with the aim to achieve the goal of universal proficiency in foundational literacy and
numeracy for every child by grade 3, as envisaged by National Education Policy 2020. As
prescribed in the Mission guidelines, a National Steering Committee (NSC) for implementation of
the NIPUN Bharat Mission has been constituted on 25 th October, 2021 under the
chairpersonship of the Union Education Minister, ShriDharmendraPradhanand Vice
Chairpersonship of Minister of State for Education, Smt. Annpurna Devi.
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The other members of the NSC include: Secretary, School Education & Literacy; Director
NCERT; Vice Chancellor NIEPA; Chairperson NCTE; Secretary Education Uttar Pradesh;
Secretary Education, Karnataka; Director SCERT Gujarat; Director SCERT Sikkim;
Representatives of 7 Union Ministries i.e., Women and Child Development, Tribal Affairs, Social
Justice and Empowerment, Health and Family Welfare, Finance, Electronics and Information
Technology and Panchayati Raj; Two Experts from NCERT and RIE Ajmer; and Three External
Experts. The Joint Secretary and Mission Director NIPUN Bharat Mission is the convenor for the
NSC.
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The following are the roles and responsibilities of the NSC for the NIUPN Bharat Mission:
*****
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The Department of School Education and Literacy had launched the National Initiative for
Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy, NIPUNBharat Mission on 5th July,
2021 with the aim to achieve the goal of universal proficiency in foundational literacy and
numeracy for every child by grade 3, as envisaged by National Education Policy 2020. As
prescribed in the Mission guidelines, a National Steering Committee (NSC) for implementation of
the NIPUN Bharat Mission has been constituted on 25 th October, 2021 under the
chairpersonship of the Union Education Minister, ShriDharmendraPradhanand Vice
Chairpersonship of Minister of State for Education, Smt. Annpurna Devi.
The other members of the NSC include: Secretary, School Education & Literacy; Director
NCERT; Vice Chancellor NIEPA; Chairperson NCTE; Secretary Education Uttar Pradesh;
Secretary Education, Karnataka; Director SCERT Gujarat; Director SCERT Sikkim;
Representatives of 7 Union Ministries i.e., Women and Child Development, Tribal Affairs, Social
Justice and Empowerment, Health and Family Welfare, Finance, Electronics and Information
Technology and Panchayati Raj; Two Experts from NCERT and RIE Ajmer; and Three External
Experts. The Joint Secretary and Mission Director NIPUN Bharat Mission is the convenor for the
NSC.
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The following are the roles and responsibilities of the NSC for the NIUPN Bharat Mission:
*****
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PM LAUNCHES PM AYUSHMAN BHARAT HEALTH
INFRASTRUCTURE MISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission. He also inaugurated various development projects worth around Rs 5200 crore for
Varanasi. Governor and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Union Ministers, Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya, Dr Mahendra Nath Pandey, State Ministers and people’s representatives were
among those present on the occasion.
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister said the country has achieved a major milestone of
100 crore vaccine doses in its fight against the corona epidemic. “With the blessings of Baba
Vishwanath, with the unwavering glory of Maa Ganga, with the unshakable faith of the people of
Kashi, the campaign of free vaccine for all is progressing successfully”, the Prime Minister said.
The Prime Minister lamented that in post-independent India, health infrastructure did not get the
required attention for a very long time and citizens had to run from pillar to post for proper
treatment, leading to worsening of the condition and financial strain. This led to a persistent
worry about medical treatment in the hearts of the middle class and poor people. Those whose
governments remained in the country for a long time, instead of the all-around development of
the country's healthcare system, kept it deprived of facilities.
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The Prime Minister said that PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission aims to tackle
this deficiency. The aim is to strengthen the critical healthcare network from village to block to
the district to the regional and national level in the next 4-5 years. Describing the initiative taken
by the government under the new Mission, the Prime Minister said that there are 3 major
aspects of the Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission to address the different gaps in
the health sector of the country. The first is related to the creation of elaborate facilities for
diagnostics and treatment. Under this, Health and Wellness Centers are being opened in
villages and cities, where there will be facilities for early detection of diseases. Facilities like free
medical consultation, free tests, free medicine will be available in these centres. For serious
illness, 35 thousand new critical care-related beds are being added in 600 districts and referral
facilities will be given in 125 districts.
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The second aspect of the scheme, the Prime Minister said, is related to the testing network for
the diagnosis of diseases. Under this mission, the necessary infrastructure will be developed for
the diagnosis and monitoring of diseases. 730 districts of the country will get Integrated Public
Health labs and 3 thousand blocks will get Block Public Health Units. Apart from that, 5 Regional
National Centers for Disease Control, 20 Metropolitan units, and 15 BSL labs will further
strengthen this network, said the Prime Minister.
The Third aspect, according to the Prime Minister, is the expansion of existing research
institutions that study pandemics. Existing 80 Viral Diagnostic and research labs will be
strengthened, 15 Biosafety level 15 labs will be operationalized, 4 new National institutes of
Virology and a National Institute for One Health are being established. WHO regional research
platform for South Asia will also strengthen this network. “This means, through PM Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission an entire ecosystem for services from treatment to critical
research will be created in every corner of the country”, said the Prime Minister.
The Prime Minister highlighted the employment potential of these measures and said that PM

Page 90
Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, along with health, is also a medium of
aatmnirbharta. “It is a part of the effort to achieve holistic health care. Which means healthcare
that is affordable and accessible to all.” Shri Modi said that holistic healthcare focuses on
wellness along with health. Schemes like Swachh Bharat Mission, Jal Jeevan Mission, Ujjwala,
Poshan Abhiyan, Mission Indradhanush have saved crores of people from disease. More than 2
crore poor people got free treatment under Ayushman Bharat Yojna and Many health related
issues are being solved through Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, the Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister remarked that today there is a government at the Center and in the state
which understands the pain of the poor, downtrodden, oppressed, backward and middle class.
“We are working day and night to improve health facilities in the country”, said the Prime
Minister.
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The Prime Minister said the speed with which new medical colleges are being opened in Uttar
Pradesh will have a great impact on the number of medical seats and doctors in the state. Due
to more seats, now the children of poor parents will also be able to dream of becoming a doctor
and fulfil it, he added.
Speaking about the past plight of the holy city of Kashi, the Prime Minister said that people were
almost resigned to the pathetic state of affairs of the city’s infrastructure. Things changed and
today the heart of Kashi is the same, the mind is the same, but sincere efforts are being made to
improve the body. “The work done in Varanasi in the last 7 years was not done in the last
several decades”, he said.
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The Prime Minister singled out the progress of BHU towards global excellence as one of the key
achievements of Kashi over the past years. “Today, from technology to health, unprecedented
facilities are being created in BHU. Young friends from all over the country are coming here for
studies”, he pointed out.

ac
k

Praising the 60 per cent growth in production and 90 per cent growth in sales of Khadi and other
cottage industry products in the last 5 years in Varanasi, the Prime Minister once again exhorted
the countrymen to promote local products and get ‘vocal for local’. He said that local doesn’t
mean just a few products like diyas but any product that is the result of the hard work of
countrymen needs the promotion and patronage of all the countrymen during the festival period.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission. He also inaugurated various development projects worth around Rs 5200 crore for
Varanasi. Governor and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Union Ministers, Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya, Dr Mahendra Nath Pandey, State Ministers and people’s representatives were
among those present on the occasion.
Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister said the country has achieved a major milestone of
100 crore vaccine doses in its fight against the corona epidemic. “With the blessings of Baba
Vishwanath, with the unwavering glory of Maa Ganga, with the unshakable faith of the people of
Kashi, the campaign of free vaccine for all is progressing successfully”, the Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister lamented that in post-independent India, health infrastructure did not get the
required attention for a very long time and citizens had to run from pillar to post for proper
treatment, leading to worsening of the condition and financial strain. This led to a persistent
worry about medical treatment in the hearts of the middle class and poor people. Those whose
governments remained in the country for a long time, instead of the all-around development of
the country's healthcare system, kept it deprived of facilities.
The Prime Minister said that PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission aims to tackle
this deficiency. The aim is to strengthen the critical healthcare network from village to block to
the district to the regional and national level in the next 4-5 years. Describing the initiative taken
by the government under the new Mission, the Prime Minister said that there are 3 major
aspects of the Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission to address the different gaps in
the health sector of the country. The first is related to the creation of elaborate facilities for
diagnostics and treatment. Under this, Health and Wellness Centers are being opened in
villages and cities, where there will be facilities for early detection of diseases. Facilities like free
medical consultation, free tests, free medicine will be available in these centres. For serious
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illness, 35 thousand new critical care-related beds are being added in 600 districts and referral
facilities will be given in 125 districts.
The second aspect of the scheme, the Prime Minister said, is related to the testing network for
the diagnosis of diseases. Under this mission, the necessary infrastructure will be developed for
the diagnosis and monitoring of diseases. 730 districts of the country will get Integrated Public
Health labs and 3 thousand blocks will get Block Public Health Units. Apart from that, 5 Regional
National Centers for Disease Control, 20 Metropolitan units, and 15 BSL labs will further
strengthen this network, said the Prime Minister.
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The Third aspect, according to the Prime Minister, is the expansion of existing research
institutions that study pandemics. Existing 80 Viral Diagnostic and research labs will be
strengthened, 15 Biosafety level 15 labs will be operationalized, 4 new National institutes of
Virology and a National Institute for One Health are being established. WHO regional research
platform for South Asia will also strengthen this network. “This means, through PM Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission an entire ecosystem for services from treatment to critical
research will be created in every corner of the country”, said the Prime Minister.
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The Prime Minister highlighted the employment potential of these measures and said that PM
Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, along with health, is also a medium of
aatmnirbharta. “It is a part of the effort to achieve holistic health care. Which means healthcare
that is affordable and accessible to all.” Shri Modi said that holistic healthcare focuses on
wellness along with health. Schemes like Swachh Bharat Mission, Jal Jeevan Mission, Ujjwala,
Poshan Abhiyan, Mission Indradhanush have saved crores of people from disease. More than 2
crore poor people got free treatment under Ayushman Bharat Yojna and Many health related
issues are being solved through Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, the Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister remarked that today there is a government at the Center and in the state
which understands the pain of the poor, downtrodden, oppressed, backward and middle class.
“We are working day and night to improve health facilities in the country”, said the Prime
Minister.
The Prime Minister said the speed with which new medical colleges are being opened in Uttar
Pradesh will have a great impact on the number of medical seats and doctors in the state. Due
to more seats, now the children of poor parents will also be able to dream of becoming a doctor
and fulfil it, he added.
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Speaking about the past plight of the holy city of Kashi, the Prime Minister said that people were
almost resigned to the pathetic state of affairs of the city’s infrastructure. Things changed and
today the heart of Kashi is the same, the mind is the same, but sincere efforts are being made to
improve the body. “The work done in Varanasi in the last 7 years was not done in the last
several decades”, he said.
The Prime Minister singled out the progress of BHU towards global excellence as one of the key
achievements of Kashi over the past years. “Today, from technology to health, unprecedented
facilities are being created in BHU. Young friends from all over the country are coming here for
studies”, he pointed out.
Praising the 60 per cent growth in production and 90 per cent growth in sales of Khadi and other
cottage industry products in the last 5 years in Varanasi, the Prime Minister once again exhorted
the countrymen to promote local products and get ‘vocal for local’. He said that local doesn’t
mean just a few products like diyas but any product that is the result of the hard work of
countrymen needs the promotion and patronage of all the countrymen during the festival period.
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CENTRE TO SET UP TWO MOBILE HOSPITALS FOR
BETTER HEALTHCARE RESPONSE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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NEW DELHI : In a first in Asia, India will develop container-based mobile hospitals that can be
moved by rail or air to address a health emergency, Union minister of health and family welfare
Mansukh Mandaviya said on Tuesday.
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The provision will be under the Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission
that was launched by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday. “For the first time in Asia,
two container-based hospitals with comprehensive medical facilities will be kept ready at all
times, which can be swiftly mobilized by rail or air to respond to any calamity or disaster in the
country," said Mandaviya.
“We are working with a ‘saturation approach’ with the block, district, state and national levels
seamlessly connected for affordable and quality healthcare," he said. With an outlay of 64,180
crore, Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, announced in the Budget
2021-22, is said to be the largest pan-India health infrastructure scheme that aims to provide a
much-needed fillip to India's capacity to address emergent public health issues.
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“This (scheme) will bring about a paradigm shift in India’s healthcare infrastructure and make it
more resilient. The umbrella pan-India Ayushman Bharat will provide primary, secondary,
tertiary, digital and resilient healthcare systems that will equip the country to face challenges of
pandemics in the future," said the minister.
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Ayushman Bharat-Health & Wellness Centres were launched in April 2018 followed by
Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) in September 2018. The
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission was launched this year in September, while the pan-India
health infrastructure strengthening scheme-PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Missionwas launched on Monday.
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“These initiatives shall provide affordable, quality and accessible healthcare to all people. They
will also enable citizens for universal access to basic diagnostic and treatment services and will
take care closer to communities in both rural and urban areas, said Mandaviya. The government
said that in order to ensure better primary healthcare facilities, 150,000 Ayushman Bharat Health
and Wellness Centres are in line to be set up, of which around 79,000 are already functioning. In
addition, work has started on ensuring that every district has at least one medical college with
the government already sanctioning 157 medical colleges.
“This will also build a trained front line health workforce to respond to any public health
emergency. The decision to expand the AIIMS network to 22 hospitals from the existing strength
of seven is for safe, comprehensive, affordable and accessible healthcare for all," said the
minister.
Speaking on India’s strategy of turning the crisis into opportunity, Mandaviya said, “Covid-19 has
provided us with an opportunity to boost healthcare facilities including laboratories, hospitals and
diagnostic facilities at all the levels of healthcare."
Highlighting some of the key features of Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission, the Union health minister said that 134 different types of tests will be done for free at
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the district level, which will not only save costs but also reduce unnecessary inconvenience for
poor people.
The government said that Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission aims
to produce robust outcomes in Public Health leapfrogging India to one of the most advanced
countries in the world in terms of management of public health outbreaks.
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The components, such as setting up of the National Platform for One Health, setting up a
Division for Research on Disease Elimination Sciences & Health as a satellite centre of national
Aids research institute, setting up of the Regional National Institute of Virology (NIV) ,
strengthening of existing national research institutions, the National Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) and existing laboratory infrastructure, upgradation of labs and creation of additional
BSL-3 facilities under the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the NCDC, will further
strengthen the country's capacity to detect and diagnose new infections.
The planned interventions will also lead to availability of adequately trained manpower who can
contribute to diagnosis and research on novel pathogens and biological threats, reducing
dependence on foreign partners and laboratories, said the health minister.
“Development of Critical Care Hospital Blocks in 602 districts as proposed under the scheme,
shall make such districts self-sufficient, to a large extent, in providing comprehensive treatment
for infectious diseases without disruption to the other essential health services and also augment
the critical care capacities in the public health facilities," said Mandaviya.
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Initiatives such as strengthening of points of entry will ring fence our borders against the import
of new infectious diseases and pathogens. Health Emergency Operation Centres and the
container-based mobile hospitals shall further build capacities for effective emergency response
during such times, he said.
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Setting up of national-, regional-, state-, district-, and block-level laboratories integrated into a
network for surveillance functions, backed by a robust IT based reporting mechanism through
the Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP), shall lead to self-reliance for detection,
prevention and containment of disease outbreak, he added.
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PREPARING FOR OUTBREAKS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Mansukh Mandaviya (second from left) addresses
a press conference on PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission in New Delhi on
October 26, 2021. Union Minister of State for Health Bharati Pravin Pawar is to his left. | Photo
Credit: PTI
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COVID-19 overburdened the country’s health system and services. The early months of the
outbreak were particularly taxing for the States with weaker health systems. The inability of the
private sector to share the burden drove the point home that healthcare services cannot be left
to independent forces.
The Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (ABHIM) is another addition
to the arsenal we have to prepare for such oubreaks in the future. This was launched with an
outlay of 64,180 crore over a period of five years. In addition to the National Health Mission, this
scheme will work towards strengthening public health institutions and governance capacities for
wide-ranging diagnostics and treatment, including critical care services. The latter goal would be
met with the establishment of critical care hospital blocks in 12 central institutions such as the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences, and in government medical colleges and district hospitals in
602 districts.
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Centre to launch two mobile hospitals
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The importance of laboratories and their lack of readiness during an outbreak in terms of having
a robust surveillance system and diagnostic interface has never been more pronounced than in
recent times. The government will be establishing integrated district public health labs in 730
districts to provide comprehensive laboratory services. The current labs for different
programmes shall be integrated to deliver clinical, public health surveillance and diagnostic
services for predicting outbreaks, epidemics, and more.
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ABHIM will focus on supporting research on COVID-19 and other infectious diseases, including
biomedical research to generate evidence to inform short-term and medium-term responses to
such pandemics. The government also aims to develop a core capacity to deliver the ‘one
health’ approach to prevent, detect, and respond to infectious disease outbreaks in humans and
animals. The plan to achieve that bio-security preparedness and pandemic research
strengthening would be realised via four regional National Institutes for Virology, the regional
research platform for the World Health Organization Southeast Asia Region, and nine Biosafety
Level III laboratories.
In India’s endeavour to keep ahead of the infectious organisms that bring our life to a halt,
expanding and building an IT-enabled disease surveillance system is on the cards too. A
network of surveillance labs will be developed at the block, district, regional and national levels
for detecting, investigating, preventing, and combating health emergencies and outbreaks.
Health benefit package under Ayushman Bharat revised
Surveillance will get a huge boost with 20 metropolitan surveillance units, five regional National
Centre for Disease Control branches, and an integrated health promotion platform in all the
States. The points of entry will be reinforced with 17 new points of entry health units upgrading
33 existing units. The upgraded and intensified system of surveillance will be in addition to a
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state-of-the-art national digital health ecosystem for IT-enabled healthcare service delivery, for
managing the core digital health data and for ensuring national portability in the provision of
health services through a secure system of electronic health records. This will be based on
international standards and easily accessible to citizens.
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A major highlight of the current pandemic has been the requirement of local capacities in urban
areas. The services from the existing urban primary health centres will be expanded to smaller
units – Ayushman Bharat Urban Health and Wellness Centres and polyclinics or specialist
clinics. The urban primary health centres will be established closer to the community to meet the
needs of the urban population and polyclinics willguarantee care through improved access to
expanded high-quality services and establish referral linkages.
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Bharati Pravin Pawar is the Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare

The Government’s objection to the methodology of the Global Hunger Index is not based on
facts
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PM AYUSHMAN BHARAT HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE
MISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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“Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji has given us the vision of comprehensive healthcare
under the ‘From Token to Total’ approach. We are working with a ‘Saturation Approach’ with the
Block, District, State and National levels seamlessly connected for affordable and quality
healthcare”. This was stated by the Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya as he addressed a media conference on PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission launched by the Prime Minister yesterday at Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. Union Minister of
State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar was also present on the
occasion.
With an outlay of 64,180 crore, PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, announced
in the Budget 2021-22, is the largest pan-India Health Infrastructure Scheme that aims to
provide a much-needed fillip to India's capacity to address emergent Public Health issues. This
will bring about a paradigm shift in India’s healthcare infrastructure and make it more resilient.
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Emphasizing how development and health are interlinked, he stated that “for any country to
achieve prosperity, it has to first become healthy”. Towards achieving this objective, he outlined
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision which led to schemes like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Fit India, Khelo India and Yoga which are necessary for preventive health and addresses the
issues holistically. The Union Health Minister added that “only a healthy nation can be a
productive nation- Swastha Desh, Samruddh Desh. The umbrella pan-India Ayushman Bharat
will provide primary, secondary, tertiary, digital and resilient healthcare systems that will equip
the country to face challenges of pandemics in the future. The Ayushman Bharat- Health &
Wellness Centres was launched in April 2018 followed by Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY in
September 2018. The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission was launched this year in September,
while the pan-India health infrastructure strengthening scheme- PM Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission- was launched yesterday. These initiatives shall provide affordable, quality
and accessible healthcare to all people, he added. They will also enable citizens for universal
access to basic diagnostic and treatment services and will take care closer to communities in
both rural and urban areas. “The poorest person is today getting the same quality healthcare as
others in premier hospitals through Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY”, he said.
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Speaking of the intense efforts undertaken by the Union Health Ministry in this regard, Dr.
Mandaviya informed that in order to ensure better primary healthcare facilities, 1,50,000
Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres are in line to be set up, of which around 79,000
are already functioning. In addition, work has started on ensuring that every district has at least
one medical college with the government already sanctioning 157 medical colleges. “This will
also build a trained frontline health workforce to respond to any public health emergency”, the
Union Health Minister added. He stated that the decision to expand the AIIMS network to 22
hospitals from the existing strength of 7 was also borne from the Prime Minister’s vision of safe,
comprehensive, affordable and accessible healthcare for all.
Speaking on India’s strategy of turning the crisis into opportunity, Dr. Mandaviya said, “COVID19 has provided us with an opportunity to boost healthcare facilities including laboratories,
hospitals and diagnostic facilities at all the levels of healthcare”.
Highlighting some of the key features of PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, the
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Union health Minister stated that 134 different types of tests will be done for free at the district
level which will not only save costs but also reduce unnecessary inconvenience for poor people.
Secondly, for the first time in Asia, two container-based hospitals with comprehensive medical
facilities will be kept ready at all times which can be swiftly mobilized by rail or air to respond to
any calamity or disaster in the country.
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PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission aims to produce robust outcomes in Public
Health leapfrogging India to one of the most advanced countries in the world in terms of
management of Public Health outbreaks. The components, such as setting up of the National
Platform for One Health, setting up a Division for Research on Disease Elimination Sciences &
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Health as a Satellite Centre of National Aids Research Institute, setting up of the Regional NIVs,
strengthening of existing National Research Institutions, the NCDC and existing laboratory
infrastructure, upgradation of labs and creation of additional BSL-3 facilities under the ICMR and
the NCDC, will further strengthen the country capacity to detect & diagnose new infections.
The planned interventions will also lead to availability of adequately trained manpower who can
contribute to diagnosis and research on novel pathogens and biological threats, reducing
dependence on foreign partners and laboratories.
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Development of Critical Care Hospital Blocks in 602 districts as proposed under the scheme,
shall make such districts self-sufficient, to a large extent, in providing comprehensive treatment
for infectious diseases without disruption to the other essential health services and also augment
the critical care capacities in the public health facilities.
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Initiatives such as strengthening of Points of Entry will ring fence our borders against the import
of new infectious diseases and pathogens. Health Emergency Operation Centres and the
container based mobile hospitals shall further build capacities for effective emergency response
during such times.
Setting up of the national, regional, state, district and block level laboratories integrated into a
network for surveillance functions, backed by a robust I.T. based reporting mechanism through
the Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP), shall lead to self-reliance for detection,
prevention and containment of disease outbreaks.
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“Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji has given us the vision of comprehensive healthcare
under the ‘From Token to Total’ approach. We are working with a ‘Saturation Approach’ with the
Block, District, State and National levels seamlessly connected for affordable and quality
healthcare”. This was stated by the Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya as he addressed a media conference on PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission launched by the Prime Minister yesterday at Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. Union Minister of
State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar was also present on the
occasion.
With an outlay of 64,180 crore, PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, announced
in the Budget 2021-22, is the largest pan-India Health Infrastructure Scheme that aims to
provide a much-needed fillip to India's capacity to address emergent Public Health issues. This
will bring about a paradigm shift in India’s healthcare infrastructure and make it more resilient.
Emphasizing how development and health are interlinked, he stated that “for any country to
achieve prosperity, it has to first become healthy”. Towards achieving this objective, he outlined
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision which led to schemes like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Fit India, Khelo India and Yoga which are necessary for preventive health and addresses the
issues holistically. The Union Health Minister added that “only a healthy nation can be a
productive nation- Swastha Desh, Samruddh Desh. The umbrella pan-India Ayushman Bharat
will provide primary, secondary, tertiary, digital and resilient healthcare systems that will equip
the country to face challenges of pandemics in the future. The Ayushman Bharat- Health &
Wellness Centres was launched in April 2018 followed by Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY in
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September 2018. The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission was launched this year in September,
while the pan-India health infrastructure strengthening scheme- PM Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission- was launched yesterday. These initiatives shall provide affordable, quality
and accessible healthcare to all people, he added. They will also enable citizens for universal
access to basic diagnostic and treatment services and will take care closer to communities in
both rural and urban areas. “The poorest person is today getting the same quality healthcare as
others in premier hospitals through Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY”, he said.
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Speaking of the intense efforts undertaken by the Union Health Ministry in this regard, Dr.
Mandaviya informed that in order to ensure better primary healthcare facilities, 1,50,000
Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres are in line to be set up, of which around 79,000
are already functioning. In addition, work has started on ensuring that every district has at least
one medical college with the government already sanctioning 157 medical colleges. “This will
also build a trained frontline health workforce to respond to any public health emergency”, the
Union Health Minister added. He stated that the decision to expand the AIIMS network to 22
hospitals from the existing strength of 7 was also borne from the Prime Minister’s vision of safe,
comprehensive, affordable and accessible healthcare for all.
Speaking on India’s strategy of turning the crisis into opportunity, Dr. Mandaviya said, “COVID19 has provided us with an opportunity to boost healthcare facilities including laboratories,
hospitals and diagnostic facilities at all the levels of healthcare”.
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Highlighting some of the key features of PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, the
Union health Minister stated that 134 different types of tests will be done for free at the district
level which will not only save costs but also reduce unnecessary inconvenience for poor people.
Secondly, for the first time in Asia, two container-based hospitals with comprehensive medical
facilities will be kept ready at all times which can be swiftly mobilized by rail or air to respond to
any calamity or disaster in the country.
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PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission aims to produce robust outcomes in Public
Health leapfrogging India to one of the most advanced countries in the world in terms of
management of Public Health outbreaks. The components, such as setting up of the National
Platform for One Health, setting up a Division for Research on Disease Elimination Sciences &
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Health as a Satellite Centre of National Aids Research Institute, setting up of the Regional NIVs,
strengthening of existing National Research Institutions, the NCDC and existing laboratory
infrastructure, upgradation of labs and creation of additional BSL-3 facilities under the ICMR and
the NCDC, will further strengthen the country capacity to detect & diagnose new infections.
The planned interventions will also lead to availability of adequately trained manpower who can
contribute to diagnosis and research on novel pathogens and biological threats, reducing
dependence on foreign partners and laboratories.
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Development of Critical Care Hospital Blocks in 602 districts as proposed under the scheme,
shall make such districts self-sufficient, to a large extent, in providing comprehensive treatment
for infectious diseases without disruption to the other essential health services and also augment
the critical care capacities in the public health facilities.
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Initiatives such as strengthening of Points of Entry will ring fence our borders against the import
of new infectious diseases and pathogens. Health Emergency Operation Centres and the
container based mobile hospitals shall further build capacities for effective emergency response
during such times.
Setting up of the national, regional, state, district and block level laboratories integrated into a
network for surveillance functions, backed by a robust I.T. based reporting mechanism through
the Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP), shall lead to self-reliance for detection,
prevention and containment of disease outbreaks.
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AY4.2 ‘INFREQUENT’ IN INDIA: INSACOG
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Surveillance continues:States continue to conduct COVID-19 tests, especially on travellers.K.
Murali Kumar

m

The latest mutation of the coronavirus variant, AY4.2, which has been linked to a rise in cases in
the United Kingdom, is “very infrequent” in India, according to a weekly report by the India
SARS-CoV-2 Genome Consortium (INSACOG), the body that tracks the emergence of new
variants, on Wednesday.
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AY4.2 was responsible for a “slowly increasing” proportion of cases in the U.K., according to
Public Health England (PHE) on October 22. It is also present in multiple other countries and is
seen in travellers to the U.K. from a large number of countries. It is not clear where AY4.2
originated or when. This lineage of the coronavirus has the mutations of Delta — the dominant
global variant — and AY.4, a sub-lineage. The characteristic mutations were S:A222V on the
spike protein; and Y145H, which were mutations are in the N terminal domain, or the region of
the coronavirus that doesn’t bind to the human cells.
Studies commissioned

IA

It isn’t yet clear what specific advantage these mutations confer to AY4.2 that aid its spread.
However, in terms of its severity, it is still as potent as Delta. The PHE has said it has
commissioned studies to establish the increase in severity, if at all, that AY4.2 confers.
As of October 21, 2021, there were 15,120 cases in England linked to AY4.2.
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VUI-21OCT-01 (the variant under investigation classified on October 21, 2021) accounted for
3.8%, 5.2% and 5.9% of Delta cases in England in the weeks beginning September 19,
September 21 and October 3, 2021, respectively, according to the PHE.
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INSACOG, in its latest bulletin made public on Wednesday, said that the recent rise in AY4.2 in
genomic surveillance “needs to be interpreted with caution” as there were technical issues with
the detection of the Y145H mutation. Most sequences from India that are being classified as
AY4.2 by PANGO, one of the global classification systems for coronavirus lineages, have only
either Y145H or A222V in the spike, and not both the mutations appearing together.
Delta (B.1.617.2) and its related sublineages (AY that numbered till 35) continues to be the main
Variant of Concern (VOC) in India. No new VOI (Variant of Interest) or VOC are noted in India,
according to the INSACOG. Many cases earlier labelled as AY.4 were now reclassified at AY.33.
“It has been noted that due to greater diversity of Delta in India, PANGO classifications may
sometimes be inaccurate, especially for new sub-lineages. INSACOG is thus further examining
the data on AY.33,” their report noted.
So far about 107,000 coronavirus samples have been sequenced in India, of which 88,000 have
been “analysed” to establish their lineages.
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STRENGTHENING HEALTHCARE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission on
October 25, 2021. | Photo Credit: PTI
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COVID-19 exposed several weaknesses in India’s underfunded health system. Rural primary
care is underfunded and has shortages of staff, equipment, drugs and infrastructure in many
parts of the country. Urban primary healthcare has still not emerged as an active programme in
many States. District and medical college hospitals suffer shortages of specialist doctors and
support staff.
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The private sector ranges from advanced tertiary care hospitals in big cities to informal and often
unqualified care providers in villages. During the pandemic, it could not assuredly provide
affordable care or deliver vaccines in large parts of India. There was a disconnect between the
various levels of care within the public system, and the private system operated in a separate
universe. Most government-funded healthcare insurance programmes did not cover outpatient
care. This patchwork quilt of a mixed healthcare system frayed fast when challenged by the
surging second wave of the virus.
Preparing for outbreaks
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Alerted by the experience of the first wave of 2020, the government proposed in the Budget
greater investment in the health system. The Fifteenth Finance Commission too recommended
strengthening of urban and rural primary care, stronger surveillance systems and laboratory
capacity as well as creation of critical care capacity at different levels of the health system. The
Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (ABHIM), announced recently,
links these elements. It will support infrastructure development of 17,788 rural health and
wellness centres (HWCs) in seven high-focus States and three north-eastern States. In addition,
11,044 urban HWCs will be established in close collaboration with Urban Local Bodies. The
various measures of this scheme will extend primary healthcare services across India. Areas like
hypertension, diabetes and mental health will be covered, in addition to existing services.
Concomitantly, the network of centres will build a trained public health workforce that can
perform routine public health functions while responding to a public health emergency.
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Support for 3,382 block public health units (BPHUs) in 11 high-focus States and establishment
of integrated district public health laboratories in all 730 districts will strengthen capacity for
information technology-enabled disease surveillance. To enhance the capabilities for microbial
surveillance, a National Platform for One Health will be established. Four Regional National
Institutes of Virology will be established. Laboratory capacity under the National Centre for
Disease Control, the Indian Council of Medical Research and national research institutions will
be strengthened. Fifteen bio-safety level III labs will augment the capacity for infectious disease
control and bio-security.
Many non-COVID-19 patients were denied treatment during the pandemic, as hospitals were
crowded. Critical care hospital blocks, with 50-100 beds, will be established in 602 districts, to
enable care for those with serious infectious diseases without disrupting other services. In nonpandemic situations, this capacity will be utilised for providing critical care for other disease
conditions. For enhancing the level of disaster response readiness, 15 health emergency
operation centres and two container-based mobile hospitals will be created.
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Centre to launch two mobile hospitals
There is a need to train and deploy a larger and better skilled health workforce. Upgraded district
hospitals offer the best opportunity for creating new training centres. Public health expertise will
be needed for programme design, delivery, implementation and monitoring in many sectors that
impact health. We must scale up institutional capacity for training public health professionals.
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Health benefit package under Ayushman Bharat revised
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To provide a continuum of care at different levels, HWCs will be linked with the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana, for all entitled beneficiaries. The hub-and-spoke model of block, district,
regional and national public health laboratories will enable effective microbial surveillance.
Private sector participation in service delivery may be invited by States, as per need and
availability.

ABHIM, if financed and implemented efficiently, can strengthen India’s health system by
augmenting capacity in several areas and creating a framework for coordinated functioning at
district, state and national levels. It can enable data-driven decentralised decision-making and
people-partnered primary care at the block level while strengthening national connectivity for
delivering universal healthcare. Many independently functioning programmes will have to work
with a common purpose by leaping across boundaries of separate budget lines and reporting
structures. That calls for a change of bureaucratic mindsets and a cultural shift in Centre-State
relations. Perhaps the platforms for active citizen engagement can catalyse both.
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K. Srinath Reddy, a cardiologist and epidemiologist, is President, Public Health Foundation of
India. Views are personal
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The advancement of Hindutva offers residual space to symbols of Buddhism and downplays its
revolutionary potential
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‘GANGA UTSAV 2021 – THE RIVER FESTIVAL’ TO BE
CELEBRATED FROM 1ST TO 3RDNOV
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

[Curtain Raiser]
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National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) celebrates Ganga Utsav every year to mark the
anniversary of announcement of River Ganga as the ‘National River’ i.e. 4th November. This
year’s Ganga Utsav is beingorganised from 1stto 3rdNovember, 2021. ‘Ganga Utsav 2021 – The
River Festival’ will be celebrating not just River Ganga but all the rivers across the country.
Activities have been planned across 150 districts – 112 in the Ganga belt and the remaining
along other major rivers. The celebrations this year will be part of the ongoing celebrations for 75
years of Independence and Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
This year, the aim will be to take Ganga Utsav 2021 to the various river basins in India and
promote the celebration of ‘Nadi Utsav’ (River Festival) which was highlighted by Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi on the occasion of the World River Day on 26th September 2021, in order to
connect with the traditions which are associated with rivers for centuries in our country.
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Inspired by the Prime Minister’s call for River Festival, this year’s event is beingorganised under
the leadership of Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. Dignitaries for
the inaugural function will include Minister of Tourism and Culture Shri G. Kishan Reddy,
Ministers of State for Jal Shakti, Shri Prahalad Singh Patel&Shri Bishweswar Tudu, Secretary,
Ministry of Jal Shakti, Shri. Pankaj Kumar and many Olympic players.

cr

ac
k

The objective of the Utsav (festival) is to promote stakeholder engagement and ensure public
participation under the aegis of the Ganga Knowledge Center. The Utsav highlights the
significance of “Jan Bhagidari” in the revival of Ganga, with a focus on encouraging stakeholder
engagement and public participation towards the rejuvenation of river Ganga.
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Through Ganga Utsav, NMCG targets strengthening of the public – river connect. Since the last
four years this event has acted as an important platform to establish connect with people from all
walks of life.
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The Utsav celebrates the mystical and cultural river Ganga through storytelling, folklore,
dialogues with eminent personalities, quizzes, displaying traditional artforms, dance and music
performances by renowned artists, photo galleries and exhibitions and much more. Celebrating
the glory of the holy river Ganga, this year the Utsav will also appreciate living and practised
cultural richness along river Ganga. Some prominent music and dance performers like Anuradha
Paudwal, Prachee Shah Pandya, Rahul Sharma, RevatiSakalkar and Prahalad Tipaniya will be
performing at the Utsav.
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The message of river rejuvenation will be communicated through stories at Kahani Junction
organised by RituparnaGosh’sYourstorybag. Himanshu Bajpai too will be performing Dastangoi.
In Ganga Dialogue, well-known personalities like Ashok Chakradhar, Piyush Mishra, Divya
Prakash Dubey and Rajeev Khandelwal from different fields will engage in interesting
conversations.
Continuous Learning and Activity Portal (CLAP) will be launched at the Utsav. CLAP will be
providing a forum for continuous year-round engagement through its portal at
http://www.clap4ganga.com/(active from 1st November post formal launch). In partnership with
TREE Craze Foundation, it is especially attractive to children and youth.
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The Utsav also includes the launch of the promo of the movie ‘Ganga: River from the Skies’
which will be followed by a webinar, moderated by Shri. Mike Pandey, Environmentalist, Iconic
Wildlife film maker and 3-time winner of the Green Oscars, joined by Shri. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra,
Director General, NMCG, Prof. Vinod Tare, Founding Head, C- Ganga, IIT Kanpur and Shri.
Srikrishna Mohan, and Shri Ramkumar Mohan, renowned Carnatic musicians and composers of
the Ganga Anthem.
An expedition ‘Ganga Mashal’ led by the Ganga Task Force would be flagged off in a ceremony
from Delhi and will travel the route including 23 stations along the river Ganga which will help
sensitization of the local people and bodies like NYKS, Ganga Mitras, Ganga Praharis etc. The
event will also comprise, launch of the Ganga Tarang Portal, curtain raiser on Ganga Knowledge
Portal and many more.
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At the state level, 75 events at 75 different locations, Ganga Deepotsava, Ganga Aartis along
the Ghats, Ganga Exhibitions, participation in the Meri Ganga Meri Shaan Campaign – Ganga
Mashaal being executed through Ganga Task Force, and other activities like painting
competition, afforestation drive, organizing blood donation camps, quiz, Ganga runs, Ganga
Dialogues, signature campaigns, and others. Additionally, activities such as cultural evenings,
shramdaan activities, selfie points at prime locations in the cities and Yoga and Meditation on
the Ganga Ghats will also be held.
Last year because of COVID protocols, the event was organised virtually and more than 3 lakh
people from across the country participated in the event. This year too people can participate in
the Ganga Utsav through https://gangautsav.in/ and the social media handles of Namami
Gange.

*******
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National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) celebrates Ganga Utsav every year to mark the
anniversary of announcement of River Ganga as the ‘National River’ i.e. 4th November. This
year’s Ganga Utsav is beingorganised from 1stto 3rdNovember, 2021. ‘Ganga Utsav 2021 – The
River Festival’ will be celebrating not just River Ganga but all the rivers across the country.
Activities have been planned across 150 districts – 112 in the Ganga belt and the remaining
along other major rivers. The celebrations this year will be part of the ongoing celebrations for 75
years of Independence and Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
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This year, the aim will be to take Ganga Utsav 2021 to the various river basins in India and
promote the celebration of ‘Nadi Utsav’ (River Festival) which was highlighted by Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi on the occasion of the World River Day on 26th September 2021, in order to
connect with the traditions which are associated with rivers for centuries in our country.
Inspired by the Prime Minister’s call for River Festival, this year’s event is beingorganised under
the leadership of Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. Dignitaries for
the inaugural function will include Minister of Tourism and Culture Shri G. Kishan Reddy,
Ministers of State for Jal Shakti, Shri Prahalad Singh Patel&Shri Bishweswar Tudu, Secretary,
Ministry of Jal Shakti, Shri. Pankaj Kumar and many Olympic players.
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The objective of the Utsav (festival) is to promote stakeholder engagement and ensure public
participation under the aegis of the Ganga Knowledge Center. The Utsav highlights the
significance of “Jan Bhagidari” in the revival of Ganga, with a focus on encouraging stakeholder
engagement and public participation towards the rejuvenation of river Ganga.

Through Ganga Utsav, NMCG targets strengthening of the public – river connect. Since the last
four years this event has acted as an important platform to establish connect with people from all
walks of life.
The Utsav celebrates the mystical and cultural river Ganga through storytelling, folklore,
dialogues with eminent personalities, quizzes, displaying traditional artforms, dance and music
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performances by renowned artists, photo galleries and exhibitions and much more. Celebrating
the glory of the holy river Ganga, this year the Utsav will also appreciate living and practised
cultural richness along river Ganga. Some prominent music and dance performers like Anuradha
Paudwal, Prachee Shah Pandya, Rahul Sharma, RevatiSakalkar and Prahalad Tipaniya will be
performing at the Utsav.
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The message of river rejuvenation will be communicated through stories at Kahani Junction
organised by RituparnaGosh’sYourstorybag. Himanshu Bajpai too will be performing Dastangoi.
In Ganga Dialogue, well-known personalities like Ashok Chakradhar, Piyush Mishra, Divya
Prakash Dubey and Rajeev Khandelwal from different fields will engage in interesting
conversations.
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Continuous Learning and Activity Portal (CLAP) will be launched at the Utsav. CLAP will be
providing a forum for continuous year-round engagement through its portal at
http://www.clap4ganga.com/(active from 1st November post formal launch). In partnership with
TREE Craze Foundation, it is especially attractive to children and youth.
The Utsav also includes the launch of the promo of the movie ‘Ganga: River from the Skies’
which will be followed by a webinar, moderated by Shri. Mike Pandey, Environmentalist, Iconic
Wildlife film maker and 3-time winner of the Green Oscars, joined by Shri. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra,
Director General, NMCG, Prof. Vinod Tare, Founding Head, C- Ganga, IIT Kanpur and Shri.
Srikrishna Mohan, and Shri Ramkumar Mohan, renowned Carnatic musicians and composers of
the Ganga Anthem.
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An expedition ‘Ganga Mashal’ led by the Ganga Task Force would be flagged off in a ceremony
from Delhi and will travel the route including 23 stations along the river Ganga which will help
sensitization of the local people and bodies like NYKS, Ganga Mitras, Ganga Praharis etc. The
event will also comprise, launch of the Ganga Tarang Portal, curtain raiser on Ganga Knowledge
Portal and many more.
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At the state level, 75 events at 75 different locations, Ganga Deepotsava, Ganga Aartis along
the Ghats, Ganga Exhibitions, participation in the Meri Ganga Meri Shaan Campaign – Ganga
Mashaal being executed through Ganga Task Force, and other activities like painting
competition, afforestation drive, organizing blood donation camps, quiz, Ganga runs, Ganga
Dialogues, signature campaigns, and others. Additionally, activities such as cultural evenings,
shramdaan activities, selfie points at prime locations in the cities and Yoga and Meditation on
the Ganga Ghats will also be held.
Last year because of COVID protocols, the event was organised virtually and more than 3 lakh
people from across the country participated in the event. This year too people can participate in
the Ganga Utsav through https://gangautsav.in/ and the social media handles of Namami
Gange.
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NITI AAYOG RELEASES REPORT ON ‘HEALTH
INSURANCE FOR INDIA’S MISSING MIDDLE’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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NITI Aayog today released a comprehensive report titled Health Insurance for India’s Missing
Middle, which brings out the gaps in the health insurance coverage across the Indian
population and offers solutions to address the situation.
The report was launched in the presence of NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant and Additional
SecretaryDr Rakesh Sarwal.
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NITI Aayog Member Dr V.K. Paul, in the Foreword of the report, highlights the need for health
insurance coverage for all and says, “Significant challenges will need to be overcome to
increase the penetration of health insurance.” He further mentions, “The government and the
private sector will need to come together in this endeavor. Private sector ingenuity and
efficiency is required to reach the missing middle and offer compelling products. The
government has an important role to play in increasing consumer awareness and confidence,
modifying regulation for standardized product and consumer protection, and potentially
offering a platform to improve operational efficiency.”
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NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said, “This report is an effort to re-invigorate the dialogue on
increasing financial protection for health and the broader goal of Universal Health Coverage.
It outlines the current landscape, existing gaps and articulates broad recommendations and
pathways to increase health insurance coverage.”
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The Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana—a flagship scheme towards
Universal Health Coverage, and State Government extension schemes—provides
comprehensive hospitalization cover to the bottom 50% of the population. Around 20% of the
population is covered through social health insurance, and private voluntary health insurance
primarily designed for high-income groups. The remaining 30% of the population, devoid of
health insurance, is termed as the “missing middle”.The missing middle contains multiple
groups across all expenditure quintiles and is spread across both urban and rural areas.
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The report highlights the need for designing a low-cost comprehensive health insurance
product for the missing middle. It primarily recognizes the policy issue of low financial
protection for health for the missing middle segment and highlights health insurance as a
potential pathway in addressing that. In doing so, the report offers a starting point for broader
discussions on solutions, and specific products, to improve insurance coverage for the
missing middle.
The report proposes wider industry and government stakeholder consultations, and
discussion with consumer groups to delve deeper into the specifics of the problem, and
potential solutions.
The full report can be accessed here.
………….
DS/AKJ
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NITI Aayog today released a comprehensive report titled Health Insurance for India’s Missing
Middle, which brings out the gaps in the health insurance coverage across the Indian
population and offers solutions to address the situation.
The report was launched in the presence of NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant and Additional
SecretaryDr Rakesh Sarwal.
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NITI Aayog Member Dr V.K. Paul, in the Foreword of the report, highlights the need for health
insurance coverage for all and says, “Significant challenges will need to be overcome to
increase the penetration of health insurance.” He further mentions, “The government and the
private sector will need to come together in this endeavor. Private sector ingenuity and
efficiency is required to reach the missing middle and offer compelling products. The
government has an important role to play in increasing consumer awareness and confidence,
modifying regulation for standardized product and consumer protection, and potentially
offering a platform to improve operational efficiency.”
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said, “This report is an effort to re-invigorate the dialogue on
increasing financial protection for health and the broader goal of Universal Health Coverage.
It outlines the current landscape, existing gaps and articulates broad recommendations and
pathways to increase health insurance coverage.”
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The Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana—a flagship scheme towards
Universal Health Coverage, and State Government extension schemes—provides
comprehensive hospitalization cover to the bottom 50% of the population. Around 20% of the
population is covered through social health insurance, and private voluntary health insurance
primarily designed for high-income groups. The remaining 30% of the population, devoid of
health insurance, is termed as the “missing middle”.The missing middle contains multiple
groups across all expenditure quintiles and is spread across both urban and rural areas.
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The report highlights the need for designing a low-cost comprehensive health insurance
product for the missing middle. It primarily recognizes the policy issue of low financial
protection for health for the missing middle segment and highlights health insurance as a
potential pathway in addressing that. In doing so, the report offers a starting point for broader
discussions on solutions, and specific products, to improve insurance coverage for the
missing middle.
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The report proposes wider industry and government stakeholder consultations, and
discussion with consumer groups to delve deeper into the specifics of the problem, and
potential solutions.
The full report can be accessed here.
………….
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Date : 2021-10-30

UIDAI SEEKS INDEMNITY FROM DATA BILL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has asked for exemption from the Personal
Data Protection (PDP) Law. In an interaction with the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Data
Protection Bill 2019 on Thursday at its office in Bengaluru, UIDAI functionaries said the authority
is already being governed by the Aadhaar Act and there cannot be duplicity of laws.
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Ironically, it was making Aadhaar compulsory for many key services including the banks that first
triggered the data privacy debate. The genesis of this Bill lies in the report prepared by a
Committee of Experts headed by Justice B.N. Srikrishna. The committee was constituted by the
government in the course of hearings before the Supreme Court in the right to privacy case (
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India ).
The Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill 2019 has a contentious section 35, which invokes
“sovereignty and integrity of India,” “public order”, “friendly relations with foreign states” and
“security of the state” to give powers to the Central government to suspend all or any of the
provisions of this Act for government agencies.
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The UIDAI during the interaction with the Joint Parliamentary Committee, sources said,
demanded that it should get a blanket exemption from the act under this section. It further
argued that it already is being governed by the Aadhaar Act and the PDP bill could be counter
productive.
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The 2019 Bill already has clauses which are open to interpretation. As Prasanth Sugathan,
Legal Director, Software Freedom Law Centre pointed out, “Section 12 of 2019 Bill gives UIDAI
some leeway from the rigours of the Bill as it enables for processing data for provision of a
service or benefit to the data principal. However, even then prior notice has to be given.”
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Sources indicate that UIDAI might not be the only one to seek exemption. “Our fear is that the
Bill, if implemented in the present form, may create two distinct ecosystems. One with the
government agencies who will be completely out of the ambit of the law, giving them complete
freedom to deal with the personal data. And the second will be private data fiduciaries who will
have to deal with every letter in the law,” one of the members said. The committee is on a tour to
meet various data fiduciaries for a last round of discussion on “operational issues” in the
implementation of the law. The panel which has already got five extensions has to submit its
report at the upcoming session of Parliament.
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Date : 2021-10-30

ERA OF STRICT SEGREGATION OF SUBJECTS IS
OVER: ADOPT MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH IN
HIGHER EDUCATION – VICE PRESIDENT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today said that the era of strict segregation of
subjects is over and called for adopting a multidisciplinary approach in higher education to
produce well-rounded individuals and better research outcomes. He also emphasised the need
to give equal importance to humanities in our science and technology institutions.
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Inaugurating the new campus of Sant SohirobanathAmbiye Government College of Arts and
Commerce in Pernem, Goa today, the Vice President said that exposure to arts and social
sciences is known to increase creativity, improve critical thinking and enhance communication
skills among students. “These qualities are in high demand in the 21st-century economy where
no sector of the economy works in a silo,” he added.
Stressing the need to produce world class researchers not just in sciences but also in social
sciences, languages and in the fields of commerce & economy, Shri Naidu praised the
Government of Goa for setting up Commerce and Economic laboratories and Language labs in
several institutes in the state.
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Describing commerce as an important area in our quest to make India a five trillion-dollar
economy, the Vice President drew attention to the rapid changes happening in this discipline
after the advent of e-Commerce. “I would urge you to conduct research in these emerging areas
in commerce to make India a leading nation in trade and commerce at the global stage,'' he told
the faculty and students present on the occasion.
Recalling that ancient India was home to several renowned institutions of advanced learning
such as Nalanda, Vikramshila and Takshashila, Shri Naidu said that we have to regain the past
glory and make India a leading nation in the field of education, research and innovation.
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Expressing the need to teach younger generation about India’s glorious past and rich cultural
heritage, the Vice President stressed the need to come out of colonial mindset and Indianize our
education system. He said that we should learn and accept good things from anywhere in the
world, but at the same time, must remain firmly rooted in Indian civilizational values. Students
should be taught about the liberation of Goa and sacrifices made by many great men and
women for it, he added.
Lauding the state of Goa for its natural and cultural richness, Shri Naidu called for the
preservation and protection of the both. He also emphasised the need to promote the mother
tongue in the school level education.
Stating that innovation is a key driver of the growth, the Vice President said that India with its
edge in ICT and an educated young population has the potential to become a world leader in the
knowledge-based economy. “We need to create the right ecosystem for research and innovation
to thrive in our universities and higher education institutions,’ he said and urged the Vice
Chancellors of various universities and educationists to give the needed thrust to research in
tune with the objectives with the New Education Policy--2020. He praised the Government of
Goa for its plans to set up Goa State Research Foundation to promote research work in
multidisciplinary projects.
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Highlighting the importance of higher education, the Vice President said that it prepares students
for more meaningful and productive roles and plays an important role in improving the standards
of living. Quality higher education is invariably a hallmark of all developed economies, he further
added.
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Praising the state of Goa for performing well in the field of higher education, Shri Naidu
appreciated the state for having the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher education for
women at 30% against the national average of 27.3 %. Lauding the state for having a higher
number of female students than the male students in higher education, he said “this is a very
good sign and must serve as an inspiration to other states.”
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Complimenting the Government of Goa for making efforts to provide holistic education for all, the
Vice President said that the governments should invest in creating latest educational
infrastructure so that the poor and underprivileged are also able to receive quality education at
affordable rates. He also exhorted the students and teachers to recognize emerging
opportunities and upgrade their skills to face the 21st century world and to make ‘a New India –
a strong, stable and prosperous India’.
The Vice President expressed happiness that Pernem College has steadily progressed over the
years and hoped that the expanded facilities at the college will benefit rural students from the
area. He also praised the college for its focus on sports for all round development of the
students and asked the faculty and students to always keep the bar high and strive for
excellence in their chosen field.
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Observing that nature must be not be neglected in the quest for development, Shri Naidu said a
butterfly and a garden are as important as the latest IT tools. “That is why I always advocate the
need for students to spend half of their time in the classroom and the remaining half in the
playground or in the lap of nature,” he said and advised youth to avoid sedentary lifestyle,
unhealthy dietary habits and consumption of harmful substances. It is important to remain
physically fit by undertaking regular exercises or yoga, the Vice President told them.
Stating that the state of Goa and its people hold a special place in his heart, Shri Naidu said that
he feels re-energized whenever he visits the beautiful place. Noting that many eminent Indian
personalities were either born in Goa or trace their roots to this naturally beautiful and culturally
vibrant state, he quoted 18th century poet saint from Pernem, Sant SohirobnathAmbiye who
said - “do not ever extinguish the lamp of knowledge in your heart.”
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The Governor of Goa, Shri P. S. Sreedharan Pillai,Chief Minister of Goa, Dr. Pramod Sawant,
the Union Minister of state for Tourism, Shri Shripad Naik, Deputy Chief Minister, Shri
BabuAzgaonkar, Chief Secretary of Goa, Shri Parimal Rai, people’s representatives from the
area, teachers and students were among those present on the occasion.

Following is the full text of speech –
“I am delighted to be here with you all for the inauguration of the new campus of Sant
Sohirobanath Ambiye, Government College of Arts and Commerce today.
The state of Goa and its people hold a special place in my heart and I feel re-energized
whenever I visit this beautiful place.
Dear sisters and brothers,
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As you all are aware, higher education is very important as it provides the much-needed trained
human resources for various sectors that drive economic growth and societal well-being.
Quality higher education is invariably a hallmark of all developed economies. It prepares
students for more meaningful and productive roles and plays an important role in improving the
standards of living.
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I am happy to know that Goa has been performing well in the field of higher education. The
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher education for women is 30% in the state against the
national average of 27.3 %. The Gender Parity Index for higher education has improved in Goa
over the past five years and today the number of female students is higher than that of the male
students. This is a very good sign and must serve as an inspiration to other states.
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Strict segregation of subjects is a thing of past as the world today is increasingly adopting a
multidisciplinary approach in higher education to produce well-rounded individuals and better
research outcomes. Various assessments have shown that exposure to arts and social sciences
results in enhanced creativity, improved critical thinking, higher social and moral awareness and
better teamwork and communication skills among students. Such qualities are in high demand in
the 21st-century economy where no sector of the economy works in a silo. Therefore, equal
importance must be given to humanities even in science and technology institutions and more
multidisciplinary courses should be started by all colleges.
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It is praiseworthy that in the true spirit of National Education Policy 2020, the Government of
Goa has planned to set up Goa State Research Foundation to provide Research Fellowships for
carrying out research work in multidisciplinary projects. I am sure this initiative will yield and
promote excellence in research and innovation in the field of Higher Education.
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Innovation is a key driver of the knowledge-based economy. India with its edge in Information
and Communication Technology and an educated young population has the potential to become
a world leader in the knowledge-based economy. We need to create the right ecosystem for
research and innovation to thrive in our universities and higher education institutions. I am sure
that Vice Chancellors of various universities and educationists will give the needed thrust to
research in tune with the objectives with the New Education Policy--2020.
Dear sisters and brothers,
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Many eminent Indian personalities were either born in Goa or trace their roots to this naturally
beautiful and culturally vibrant state. In the field of music, we have Bharat Ratna Smt. Lata
Mangeshkar, Padma Vibhushan Smt. Asha Bhosle and Shri Remo Fernandes to name a few. In
the field of Science and research; Padma Vibhushan Shri Raghunath Anant Mashelkar, Padma
Vibhushan Shri Anil Kakodkar and in the field of international fashion, there is Padmashri
Wendell Rodricks among others.
Today we are in Pernem, the northern most taluka of Goa that was in the forefront of Goa’s
liberation struggle. The Satyagraha of 1954-1955 is an event of great historical significance
involving sacrifice and martyrdom and generating the momentum towards the liberation
movement.
Pernem is also home to the 18th century poet saint – Sohirobanath Ambiye after whom this
college has been renamed as part of the celebrations to commemorate his third centenary birth
anniversary. Apart from him, Pernem has the distinction and privilege of being home to other
eminent personalities like Bhau Daji Laad, Jivba Dada Kerkar, Anjanibai Malpekar, Shridhar
Parsekar and Prabhakar Panshikar.
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One of Sant Sohirobnath Ambiye’s well known poems is titled “Antaricha Dnyandiva Malvu Nako
Re”. Translated in English, it means: “do not ever extinguish the lamp of knowledge in your
heart.” Though this poem was composed in the 18th century, the essence of this poem
resonates with the decision of the Goa government in setting up a college of general education
in the rural taluka of Pernem, thus ensuring that the lamp of knowledge remains unextinguished.
I am happy to know that Pernem College has progressed steadily over the years and currently
has around 744 students and a faculty of 33 teaching staff both at Undergraduate and
Postgraduate level.
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This expansion will meet the educational requirement of the increasing number of students. I am
happy to know that the college is equipped to cater to the sporting, co-curricular and
technological needs of the students. I am sure that students belonging to rural Pernem will
greatly benefit from the expanded facilities.
I am also pleased to know that in addition to a big library, spacious auditorium and airy
classrooms, the college also has an observatory that houses a sophisticated telescope, a
recording studio, a butterfly park, and a modest botanical garden.
Dear friends,
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A butterfly and a garden are as important as the latest IT tools. We must progress, but should
not neglect nature. That is why I always advocate the need for students to spend half of their
time in the classroom and the remaining half in the playground or in the lap of nature. With the
growing incidence of non-communicable diseases in the country, my advice to all youngsters is
to avoid sedentary lifestyle, unhealthy dietary habits and consumption of harmful substances. It
is important to remain physically fit by undertaking regular exercises or yoga.
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It is commendable that this college also has a fully equipped gymnasium, NCC and NSS units. I
am happy to note that there is a special focus on games like Kabaddi, Kho-Kho and Volleyball. I
understand that many of your students have won medals at University, State and National level.
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I am told that Commerce and Economic laboratories and Language labs have been established
in several institutes in Goa including this college. This is very important as we must produce
world class researchers not just in sciences but also in social sciences, languages and in the
fields of Commerce & Economic. I appreciate that the College has formed a ‘Cluster Research
Centre in Commerce’ in collaboration with other Colleges of Goa to provide a joint platform for
facilitating research in Commerce.
Dear friends,

Commerce is an important area in our quest to make India a five trillion-dollar economy and to
uplift the living standards of the people. With the advent of e-Commerce, this discipline is
changing rapidly and witnessing a flurry of disruptions and innovations. I would urge you to
conduct research in these emerging areas in commerce to make India a leading nation in trade
and commerce at the global stage.
Sisters and brothers,
In ancient times, students from several other countries used to come to study at renowned
Indian institutions such as Nalanda, Vikramshila and Takshashila. India was famously known as
Vishwa Guru. We have to regain that glory and make India a leading nation in the field of
education, research and innovation.
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I am happy to note that the Directorate of Higher Education has taken up various initiatives
towards achieving Educational Excellence through Holistic and Conducive Knowledge Ecology.
One such project is DISHTAVO; a project for the development of world class Educational Econtent pertaining to the syllabus of Colleges in Goa. In the true spirit of ‘share and care’, this econtent has been made freely available to the academic community worldwide. I compliment the
entire team for completing such an enormous task especially during COVID-19 pandemic.

Jai Hind!”
*****

S.
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I urge to the faculty and students to always keep the bar high and strive for excellence. My best
wishes for your future endeavours!

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today said that the era of strict segregation of
subjects is over and called for adopting a multidisciplinary approach in higher education to
produce well-rounded individuals and better research outcomes. He also emphasised the need
to give equal importance to humanities in our science and technology institutions.
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Inaugurating the new campus of Sant SohirobanathAmbiye Government College of Arts and
Commerce in Pernem, Goa today, the Vice President said that exposure to arts and social
sciences is known to increase creativity, improve critical thinking and enhance communication
skills among students. “These qualities are in high demand in the 21st-century economy where
no sector of the economy works in a silo,” he added.
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Stressing the need to produce world class researchers not just in sciences but also in social
sciences, languages and in the fields of commerce & economy, Shri Naidu praised the
Government of Goa for setting up Commerce and Economic laboratories and Language labs in
several institutes in the state.
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Describing commerce as an important area in our quest to make India a five trillion-dollar
economy, the Vice President drew attention to the rapid changes happening in this discipline
after the advent of e-Commerce. “I would urge you to conduct research in these emerging areas
in commerce to make India a leading nation in trade and commerce at the global stage,'' he told
the faculty and students present on the occasion.
Recalling that ancient India was home to several renowned institutions of advanced learning
such as Nalanda, Vikramshila and Takshashila, Shri Naidu said that we have to regain the past
glory and make India a leading nation in the field of education, research and innovation.
Expressing the need to teach younger generation about India’s glorious past and rich cultural
heritage, the Vice President stressed the need to come out of colonial mindset and Indianize our
education system. He said that we should learn and accept good things from anywhere in the
world, but at the same time, must remain firmly rooted in Indian civilizational values. Students
should be taught about the liberation of Goa and sacrifices made by many great men and
women for it, he added.
Lauding the state of Goa for its natural and cultural richness, Shri Naidu called for the
preservation and protection of the both. He also emphasised the need to promote the mother
tongue in the school level education.
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Stating that innovation is a key driver of the growth, the Vice President said that India with its
edge in ICT and an educated young population has the potential to become a world leader in the
knowledge-based economy. “We need to create the right ecosystem for research and innovation
to thrive in our universities and higher education institutions,’ he said and urged the Vice
Chancellors of various universities and educationists to give the needed thrust to research in
tune with the objectives with the New Education Policy--2020. He praised the Government of
Goa for its plans to set up Goa State Research Foundation to promote research work in
multidisciplinary projects.
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Highlighting the importance of higher education, the Vice President said that it prepares students
for more meaningful and productive roles and plays an important role in improving the standards
of living. Quality higher education is invariably a hallmark of all developed economies, he further
added.
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Praising the state of Goa for performing well in the field of higher education, Shri Naidu
appreciated the state for having the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher education for
women at 30% against the national average of 27.3 %. Lauding the state for having a higher
number of female students than the male students in higher education, he said “this is a very
good sign and must serve as an inspiration to other states.”
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Complimenting the Government of Goa for making efforts to provide holistic education for all, the
Vice President said that the governments should invest in creating latest educational
infrastructure so that the poor and underprivileged are also able to receive quality education at
affordable rates. He also exhorted the students and teachers to recognize emerging
opportunities and upgrade their skills to face the 21st century world and to make ‘a New India –
a strong, stable and prosperous India’.
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The Vice President expressed happiness that Pernem College has steadily progressed over the
years and hoped that the expanded facilities at the college will benefit rural students from the
area. He also praised the college for its focus on sports for all round development of the
students and asked the faculty and students to always keep the bar high and strive for
excellence in their chosen field.
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Observing that nature must be not be neglected in the quest for development, Shri Naidu said a
butterfly and a garden are as important as the latest IT tools. “That is why I always advocate the
need for students to spend half of their time in the classroom and the remaining half in the
playground or in the lap of nature,” he said and advised youth to avoid sedentary lifestyle,
unhealthy dietary habits and consumption of harmful substances. It is important to remain
physically fit by undertaking regular exercises or yoga, the Vice President told them.
Stating that the state of Goa and its people hold a special place in his heart, Shri Naidu said that
he feels re-energized whenever he visits the beautiful place. Noting that many eminent Indian
personalities were either born in Goa or trace their roots to this naturally beautiful and culturally
vibrant state, he quoted 18th century poet saint from Pernem, Sant SohirobnathAmbiye who
said - “do not ever extinguish the lamp of knowledge in your heart.”
The Governor of Goa, Shri P. S. Sreedharan Pillai,Chief Minister of Goa, Dr. Pramod Sawant,
the Union Minister of state for Tourism, Shri Shripad Naik, Deputy Chief Minister, Shri
BabuAzgaonkar, Chief Secretary of Goa, Shri Parimal Rai, people’s representatives from the
area, teachers and students were among those present on the occasion.
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Following is the full text of speech –
“I am delighted to be here with you all for the inauguration of the new campus of Sant
Sohirobanath Ambiye, Government College of Arts and Commerce today.
The state of Goa and its people hold a special place in my heart and I feel re-energized
whenever I visit this beautiful place.
Dear sisters and brothers,
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As you all are aware, higher education is very important as it provides the much-needed trained
human resources for various sectors that drive economic growth and societal well-being.
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Quality higher education is invariably a hallmark of all developed economies. It prepares
students for more meaningful and productive roles and plays an important role in improving the
standards of living.
I am happy to know that Goa has been performing well in the field of higher education. The
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher education for women is 30% in the state against the
national average of 27.3 %. The Gender Parity Index for higher education has improved in Goa
over the past five years and today the number of female students is higher than that of the male
students. This is a very good sign and must serve as an inspiration to other states.
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Strict segregation of subjects is a thing of past as the world today is increasingly adopting a
multidisciplinary approach in higher education to produce well-rounded individuals and better
research outcomes. Various assessments have shown that exposure to arts and social sciences
results in enhanced creativity, improved critical thinking, higher social and moral awareness and
better teamwork and communication skills among students. Such qualities are in high demand in
the 21st-century economy where no sector of the economy works in a silo. Therefore, equal
importance must be given to humanities even in science and technology institutions and more
multidisciplinary courses should be started by all colleges.
It is praiseworthy that in the true spirit of National Education Policy 2020, the Government of
Goa has planned to set up Goa State Research Foundation to provide Research Fellowships for
carrying out research work in multidisciplinary projects. I am sure this initiative will yield and
promote excellence in research and innovation in the field of Higher Education.
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Innovation is a key driver of the knowledge-based economy. India with its edge in Information
and Communication Technology and an educated young population has the potential to become
a world leader in the knowledge-based economy. We need to create the right ecosystem for
research and innovation to thrive in our universities and higher education institutions. I am sure
that Vice Chancellors of various universities and educationists will give the needed thrust to
research in tune with the objectives with the New Education Policy--2020.
Dear sisters and brothers,
Many eminent Indian personalities were either born in Goa or trace their roots to this naturally
beautiful and culturally vibrant state. In the field of music, we have Bharat Ratna Smt. Lata
Mangeshkar, Padma Vibhushan Smt. Asha Bhosle and Shri Remo Fernandes to name a few. In
the field of Science and research; Padma Vibhushan Shri Raghunath Anant Mashelkar, Padma
Vibhushan Shri Anil Kakodkar and in the field of international fashion, there is Padmashri
Wendell Rodricks among others.
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Today we are in Pernem, the northern most taluka of Goa that was in the forefront of Goa’s
liberation struggle. The Satyagraha of 1954-1955 is an event of great historical significance
involving sacrifice and martyrdom and generating the momentum towards the liberation
movement.
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Pernem is also home to the 18th century poet saint – Sohirobanath Ambiye after whom this
college has been renamed as part of the celebrations to commemorate his third centenary birth
anniversary. Apart from him, Pernem has the distinction and privilege of being home to other
eminent personalities like Bhau Daji Laad, Jivba Dada Kerkar, Anjanibai Malpekar, Shridhar
Parsekar and Prabhakar Panshikar.
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One of Sant Sohirobnath Ambiye’s well known poems is titled “Antaricha Dnyandiva Malvu Nako
Re”. Translated in English, it means: “do not ever extinguish the lamp of knowledge in your
heart.” Though this poem was composed in the 18th century, the essence of this poem
resonates with the decision of the Goa government in setting up a college of general education
in the rural taluka of Pernem, thus ensuring that the lamp of knowledge remains unextinguished.
I am happy to know that Pernem College has progressed steadily over the years and currently
has around 744 students and a faculty of 33 teaching staff both at Undergraduate and
Postgraduate level.
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This expansion will meet the educational requirement of the increasing number of students. I am
happy to know that the college is equipped to cater to the sporting, co-curricular and
technological needs of the students. I am sure that students belonging to rural Pernem will
greatly benefit from the expanded facilities.
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I am also pleased to know that in addition to a big library, spacious auditorium and airy
classrooms, the college also has an observatory that houses a sophisticated telescope, a
recording studio, a butterfly park, and a modest botanical garden.
Dear friends,
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A butterfly and a garden are as important as the latest IT tools. We must progress, but should
not neglect nature. That is why I always advocate the need for students to spend half of their
time in the classroom and the remaining half in the playground or in the lap of nature. With the
growing incidence of non-communicable diseases in the country, my advice to all youngsters is
to avoid sedentary lifestyle, unhealthy dietary habits and consumption of harmful substances. It
is important to remain physically fit by undertaking regular exercises or yoga.
It is commendable that this college also has a fully equipped gymnasium, NCC and NSS units. I
am happy to note that there is a special focus on games like Kabaddi, Kho-Kho and Volleyball. I
understand that many of your students have won medals at University, State and National level.
I am told that Commerce and Economic laboratories and Language labs have been established
in several institutes in Goa including this college. This is very important as we must produce
world class researchers not just in sciences but also in social sciences, languages and in the
fields of Commerce & Economic. I appreciate that the College has formed a ‘Cluster Research
Centre in Commerce’ in collaboration with other Colleges of Goa to provide a joint platform for
facilitating research in Commerce.
Dear friends,
Commerce is an important area in our quest to make India a five trillion-dollar economy and to
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uplift the living standards of the people. With the advent of e-Commerce, this discipline is
changing rapidly and witnessing a flurry of disruptions and innovations. I would urge you to
conduct research in these emerging areas in commerce to make India a leading nation in trade
and commerce at the global stage.
Sisters and brothers,

m

In ancient times, students from several other countries used to come to study at renowned
Indian institutions such as Nalanda, Vikramshila and Takshashila. India was famously known as
Vishwa Guru. We have to regain that glory and make India a leading nation in the field of
education, research and innovation.
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I am happy to note that the Directorate of Higher Education has taken up various initiatives
towards achieving Educational Excellence through Holistic and Conducive Knowledge Ecology.
One such project is DISHTAVO; a project for the development of world class Educational Econtent pertaining to the syllabus of Colleges in Goa. In the true spirit of ‘share and care’, this econtent has been made freely available to the academic community worldwide. I compliment the
entire team for completing such an enormous task especially during COVID-19 pandemic.
I urge to the faculty and students to always keep the bar high and strive for excellence. My best
wishes for your future endeavours!
Jai Hind!”

MS/NS/DP
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The Global Hunger Report (GHR) has once again made headlines in India for the country’s poor
ranking in terms of the Global Hunger Index (GHI). The report ranks India at 101 out of 116
countries, with the country falling in the category of having a ‘serious’ hunger situation. The
ranks are not comparable across years because of various methodological issues and so it is
wrong to say that India’s standing has fallen from 94 (out of 107) in 2020. However, it is true that
year after year, India ranks at the lower end — below a number of other countries that are
poorer in terms of per capita incomes. This in itself is cause for concern.
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The Government of India, through a press release, refuted the GHI, claiming that it is ‘devoid of
ground reality’ and based on ‘unscientific’ methodology. The GHI is ‘based on four indicators —
percentage of undernourished in the population (PoU); percentage of children under five years
who suffer from wasting (low weight-for-height); percentage of children under five years who
suffer from stunting (low height-for-age), and percentage of children who die before the age of
five (child mortality)’. The first and the last indicators have a weight of one-third each and the two
child malnutrition indicators account for one-sixth weightage each in the final GHI, where each
indicator is standardised based on thresholds set slightly above the highest country-level values.
Looking at each of these indicators separately, India shows a worsening in PoU and childhood
wasting in comparison with 2012. It is the PoU figure of 15.3% for 2018-20 that the Government
is contesting.
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The Government’s objection to the methodology, that “They have based their assessment on the
results of a ‘four question’ opinion poll, which was conducted telephonically by Gallup”, is not
based on facts. The report is not based on the Gallup poll; rather, it is on the PoU data that the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) puts out regularly (as has also
been clarified by the publishing agencies). PoU, according to the FAO, ‘is an estimate of the
proportion of the population whose habitual food consumption is insufficient to provide the
dietary energy levels that are required to maintain a normal active and healthy life’. PoU is
estimated taking into account a number of factors such as food availability, food consumption
patterns, income levels and distribution, population structure, etc. All the data used are from
official data sources of respective national governments. In the absence of food consumption
data in most countries, this indicator is an estimate based on a modelling exercise using
available data; therefore, there is some margin of error. Most of the criticism of the FAO’s PoU
data has been about how it underestimates hunger rather than over. Therefore, while there is
scope for a valid discussion on the GHI methodology and its limitations, this objection by the
Government is not warranted.
The main message that the GHR gives is to once again remind us that India has not been very
successful in tackling the issue of hunger and that the rate of progress is very slow. Comparable
values of the index have been given in the report for four years, i.e., 2000, 2006, 2012 and
2021. While the GHI improved from 37.4 to 28.8 during 2006-12, the improvement is only from
28.8 to 27.5 between 2012-21. The PoU data show that the proportion of undernourished
population showed a declining trend up to 2016-18 when it reached the lowest level of 13.8%,
after which there is an increase to 14% for 2017-19 and 15.3% for 2018-20. Other data also
broadly validate these findings. The partial results of the National Family Health Survey-5 (201920) also show that stunting and wasting indicators have stagnated or declined for most States
for which data is available. The leaked report of the consumption expenditure survey (2017-18)
also showed that rural consumption had fallen between 2012-18 and urban consumption
showed a very slight increase.
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It must also be remembered that all the data are for the period before the COVID-19 pandemic.
There were many indications based on nationally representative data — such as from the
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy and various field surveys conducted by research
organisations, academics and civil society groups — that the situation of food insecurity at the
end of the year 2020 was concerning, and things are most likely to have become worse after the
second wave. Many of these surveys find that over 60% of the respondents say that they are
eating less than before the national lockdown in 2020. Services such as the Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS) and school mid-day meals continue to be disrupted in most areas,
denying crores of children the one nutritious meal a day they earlier had access to. It would,
therefore, not be surprising if national surveys (hopefully conducted soon) show a further
slowdown in improvement in malnutrition.
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The novel coronavirus pandemic has affected food security and nutrition across the world. In
countries such as India — where the situation was also already poor to begin with — the impact
is probably worse. The response cannot be one of denial; rather, what is needed are measures
to ensure rapid recovery. It has been pointed out by many that the relief measures of the
Government, so far, have been inadequate in comparison to the scale of the problem.
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The only substantial measure has been the provision of additional free foodgrains through the
Public Distribution System (PDS), and even this has been lacking. It leaves out about 40% of the
population, many of whom are in need and includes only cereals. Also, as of now, it ends in
November 2021. At the same time, inflation in other foods, especially edible oils, has also been
very high affecting people’s ability to afford healthy diets. On the one hand, while we need
additional investments and greater priority for food, nutrition and social protection schemes,
Budget 2021 saw cuts in real terms for schemes such as the ICDS and the mid-day meal.
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The argument that the GHI is an indicator of undernutrition and not hunger, is only diverting
attention away from more substantial issues. Of course, malnutrition is affected by a number of
factors (such as health, sanitation, etc.) other than food consumption alone, but that in no way
means that healthy diets are not central. There is no denying that diverse nutritious diets for all
Indians still remain a distant dream.
Dipa Sinha is faculty at Ambedkar University Delhi. The views expressed are personal
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Russian companies have the potential to be long-term partners with India in aiding its energy
transformation
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UNION MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SKILL
DEVELOPMENT INAUGURATES PHASE-II OF
MAHATMA GANDHI NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Union Minister for Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan today launched the phase-II of Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship, a two-year long
fellowship conceived to create opportunity for young, dynamic individuals to contribute to
enhancing skill development at the grassroots.
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The two-year fellowship seeks to combine classroom sessions by academic partner IIMs with
an intensive field immersion at the district level to create credible plans and identify barriers in
raising employment, economic output, and promote livelihoods in rural areas.
Shri Pradhan while speaking on the occasion, called upon fellows to act as catalysts of social
change at the grassroots by driving skill development efforts. He also called upon district
collectors and academic partner IIMs to facilitate the fellows and script a success story of
change through this fellowship.
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He said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, we are moving towards
an Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Tremendous transformations taking place across sectors will create
demand for new skills and more skilled professionals and thus calls for skill mapping at district
level and directing skill development efforts accordingly, he added.
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In line with the requirements of 21st century and local realities, Shri Pradhan called upon the
fellows to work with global thinking and local approach including integrating local language in the
skill development efforts.
Speaking about the National Education Policy 2020, Shri Pradhan outlined the vision to create
strong convergence between education and skills and recent initiatives in this direction including
the Academic Bank of Credit. He called upon the IIMs to make the fellows aware about the
National Education Policy.
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Shri Rajesh Aggarwal, Secretary, MSDE; Ms Anuradha Vemuri, Joint Secretary, MSDE; Shri
Ashwin Gowda, Mission Director, Karnataka Skill Development Corporation (KSDC); Mr Swapnil
Tembe, District Collector, East Garo Hills, Meghalaya; Mr P. Sunil Kumar, District Collector,
Vijayapura, Karnataka and Prof Arnab Mukherji, IIM Bangalore.
Details about the Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship:
To operationalise the mission and strengthen the skill training delivery mechanism in the
country, Skill Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP), a
World Bank loan assisted program, was launched by the Ministry of Skil Development and
Entrepreneurship in January 2018.
SANKALP engages with District Skill Committees (DSCs) to effectively reduce the mismatch
between the supply and demand of skilled manpower in the country, thereby creating decent
opportunities for the youth to work and earn.
The MGNF program under SANKALP was designed to provide a cadre of professionals at
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District level who not only know about governance and public policy in general but vocational
education too. MGNF is a unique blend of academic and work-based training handled at the IIM
campus and the districts, respectively. The academic module familiarizes the Fellows with
concepts from Management, Development Economics, Public Policy and the District Skills
Ecosystem. During the fieldwork (District Immersion), the fellows shall work within the district
with DSC officials on skilling challenges facing the district. Along with the DSC officials, they
shall put together District Skill Development Plans (DSDPs) and implementation road maps.
MGNFs shall assist the districts on evidence-based planning and management of skilling in the
districts. The sharp focus on developing skills for local needs gives impetus to the "vocal for
local", and also building an industry-relevant skill base will help the cause of "Atmanirbhar
Bharat”.
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MGNF is an opportunity for young women and men in the age group of 21-30 years who already
possess some level of academic or professional expertise for providing catalytic support to the
district administration to improve the skill development program delivery.
MGNF Phase-I (Pilot): Launched with IIM Bangalore as Academic Partner and 69 are Fellows
currently deployed in 69 districts across 6 States.
MGNF Phase-II (National Roll Out): Being launched on 25th October with 661 MGNFs who will
be deployed across all districts of the country. 8 more IIMs have been on boarded taking the
total to 9 IIMs (IIM Ahmedabad, IIM Bangalore, IIM-Jammu, IIM Kozhikode, IIM Lucknow, IIM
Nagpur, IIM Ranchi, IIM-Udaipur and IIM Visakhapatnam)

MJPS/AK
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Union Minister for Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan today launched the phase-II of Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship, a two-year long
fellowship conceived to create opportunity for young, dynamic individuals to contribute to
enhancing skill development at the grassroots.
The two-year fellowship seeks to combine classroom sessions by academic partner IIMs with
an intensive field immersion at the district level to create credible plans and identify barriers in
raising employment, economic output, and promote livelihoods in rural areas.
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Shri Pradhan while speaking on the occasion, called upon fellows to act as catalysts of social
change at the grassroots by driving skill development efforts. He also called upon district
collectors and academic partner IIMs to facilitate the fellows and script a success story of
change through this fellowship.
He said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, we are moving towards
an Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Tremendous transformations taking place across sectors will create
demand for new skills and more skilled professionals and thus calls for skill mapping at district
level and directing skill development efforts accordingly, he added.
In line with the requirements of 21st century and local realities, Shri Pradhan called upon the
fellows to work with global thinking and local approach including integrating local language in the
skill development efforts.
Speaking about the National Education Policy 2020, Shri Pradhan outlined the vision to create
strong convergence between education and skills and recent initiatives in this direction including
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the Academic Bank of Credit. He called upon the IIMs to make the fellows aware about the
National Education Policy.
Shri Rajesh Aggarwal, Secretary, MSDE; Ms Anuradha Vemuri, Joint Secretary, MSDE; Shri
Ashwin Gowda, Mission Director, Karnataka Skill Development Corporation (KSDC); Mr Swapnil
Tembe, District Collector, East Garo Hills, Meghalaya; Mr P. Sunil Kumar, District Collector,
Vijayapura, Karnataka and Prof Arnab Mukherji, IIM Bangalore.
Details about the Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship:
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To operationalise the mission and strengthen the skill training delivery mechanism in the
country, Skill Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP), a
World Bank loan assisted program, was launched by the Ministry of Skil Development and
Entrepreneurship in January 2018.
SANKALP engages with District Skill Committees (DSCs) to effectively reduce the mismatch
between the supply and demand of skilled manpower in the country, thereby creating decent
opportunities for the youth to work and earn.
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The MGNF program under SANKALP was designed to provide a cadre of professionals at
District level who not only know about governance and public policy in general but vocational
education too. MGNF is a unique blend of academic and work-based training handled at the IIM
campus and the districts, respectively. The academic module familiarizes the Fellows with
concepts from Management, Development Economics, Public Policy and the District Skills
Ecosystem. During the fieldwork (District Immersion), the fellows shall work within the district
with DSC officials on skilling challenges facing the district. Along with the DSC officials, they
shall put together District Skill Development Plans (DSDPs) and implementation road maps.
MGNFs shall assist the districts on evidence-based planning and management of skilling in the
districts. The sharp focus on developing skills for local needs gives impetus to the "vocal for
local", and also building an industry-relevant skill base will help the cause of "Atmanirbhar
Bharat”.
MGNF is an opportunity for young women and men in the age group of 21-30 years who already
possess some level of academic or professional expertise for providing catalytic support to the
district administration to improve the skill development program delivery.
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MGNF Phase-I (Pilot): Launched with IIM Bangalore as Academic Partner and 69 are Fellows
currently deployed in 69 districts across 6 States.
MGNF Phase-II (National Roll Out): Being launched on 25th October with 661 MGNFs who will
be deployed across all districts of the country. 8 more IIMs have been on boarded taking the
total to 9 IIMs (IIM Ahmedabad, IIM Bangalore, IIM-Jammu, IIM Kozhikode, IIM Lucknow, IIM
Nagpur, IIM Ranchi, IIM-Udaipur and IIM Visakhapatnam)
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MORE STUDIES SHOW THE SUPERIORITY OF HYBRID
IMMUNITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Yet another study has shown that a combination of natural infection with a single dose of
vaccine provides greater immunity than either natural infection without vaccination or full
vaccination in infection-naïve individuals. People without prior infection but fully vaccinated with
the Pfizer or AstraZeneca vaccine showed a decline in neutralising antibodies over a period of
three to seven months. But the decline was much less in vaccinated people with prior infection.
Though 500 health-care workers with or without prior infection were vaccinated, those with
hybrid immunity — natural immunity from an infection combined with the immunity provided by
the vaccine — had a higher and more durable neutralising antibody response. The hybrid
immunity offers stronger protection than just infection or full vaccination alone.
The study, posted in the preprint server medRxiv on October 19 (preprints are yet to be peerreviewed), has found that in 500 health-care workers, the neutralising antibodies were twofold
more in people immunised with Pfizer vaccine following natural infection compared with people
immunised with Pfizer vaccine but without prior infection.
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In the case of people vaccinated with AstraZeneca following natural infection, the neutralising
antibodies were threefold more than in vaccinated people with no prior infection.
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One of the early evidences of hybrid immunity being better than full vaccination in people without
a prior infection came in end-April. The results posted in preprint server medRxiv found that
vaccination led to increased levels of neutralizing antibodies against variants in people who had
been previously infected compared with those without a prior infection.
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An earlier study posted on August 25 in the preprint server medRxiv found that compared with
vaccine-induced immunity from two doses of Pfizer vaccine, natural immunity conferred longer
lasting and stronger protection against infection, symptomatic disease and hospitalisation
caused by the Delta variant in Israel. But naturally infected individuals who were given a single
dose of the vaccine showed additional protection against the Delta variant; the protection level
conferred by hybrid immunity was even higher than the one offered by natural infection or full
vaccination.
Soon after vaccines were rolled out, researchers began to notice higher levels of antibodies in
people who were naturally infected prior to vaccination compared with vaccinated people without
prior infection. In short, the hybrid immunity from natural infection followed by vaccination
provided superior immunity than either natural infection alone or full vaccination.
However, a study published recently in the journal Science observed that “boosting of preexisting immunity from prior infection with vaccination mainly resulted in a transient benefit to
antibody titers with little-to-no long-term increase in cellular immune memory”.
There is a growing body of evidence that protection from natural immunity can be potent, and
researchers are beginning to acknowledge this. However, scientific consensus about the exact
strength or durability of the natural immunity post natural infection is not known. Also, the
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strength and durability of natural immunity might not be uniform and might vary between people
depending on the nature and duration of infection (asymptomatic or symptomatic) and severity
of disease (mild, moderate or severe).
“Antibody levels are really variable after recovering from infections, and those at the lower end of
the spectrum might be more susceptible to reinfections,” Deepta Bhattacharya, Professor of
immunology at the University of Arizona told NBC News. “But after a single vaccine in people
who have recovered from COVID-19, antibodies skyrocket up, including those that neutralize
variants of concern.”
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Researchers at Rockefeller University in New York City looked at how different types of
immunity would protect against potential variants. They modified the coronavirus spike protein
such that it contained 20 naturally occurring mutations. In the lab, the modified spike protein was
tested against antibodies from people belonging to three groups — those who have been fully
vaccinated without prior infection, people with prior infection but not vaccinated, and people with
hybrid immunity. They found the modified spike proteins were able to evade the antibodies from
the first two groups but not antibodies from people with hybrid immunity. The study is posted in
the preprint server BioRxiv.
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In August, CDC published a study in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) where
they showed that unvaccinated people without previous infection are twice as likely to be
reinfected compared with vaccinated people with a prior infection. This study prompted the CDC
Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky to urge all Americans to take a vaccine even if previously
infected. “If you have had COVID-19 before, please still get vaccinated,” she appealed.
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The immunological advantage from hybrid immunity arises mostly from memory B cells. While
the bulk of antibodies after infection or vaccination decline after a short while, the memory B
cells, which evolve in the lymph nodes, get triggered on subsequent infection or vaccination. So
when people who recovered from COVID-19 are re-exposed to the spike protein, the memory B
cells are capable of churning out highly potent antibodies.
“Differences between the memory B cells triggered by infection and those triggered by
vaccination — as well as the antibodies they make — might also underlie the heightened
responses of hybrid immunity. Infection and vaccination expose the spike protein to the immune
system in vastly different ways,” Dr. Michel Nussenzweig, an immunologist at the Rockefeller
University in New York City told Nature.
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Dr. Nussenzweig’s team isolated hundreds of memory B cells from people at various time points
after infection and vaccination. They found that unlike after full vaccination, antibodies produced
by natural infection continued to grow in potency and their breadth against variants for a year
after infection. According to Nature, unlike after vaccination, the memory B cells formed after
natural infection are more likely to make antibodies that block immune-evading variants.
But two studies have found that memory B cells in the fully vaccinated people without prior
infection are growing in number and gaining mutations up to 12 weeks after the second dose,
which allows the B cells to recognise and neutralise variants.
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