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THE OTHER QUAD: ON VIRTUAL MEET OF FOREIGN
MINISTERS OF INDIA, US, ISRAEL AND UAE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India
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The virtual meet of the Foreign Ministers of India, the U.S., Israel and the UAE is a strong
manifestation of the changes in West Asian geopolitics. If Israel and the UAE did not even have
formal diplomatic relations a year ago, their growing economic and strategic cooperation is
opening up opportunities for other powers, including India. External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, now in Israel, joined the quadrilateral conference after meeting his Israeli
counterpart Yair Lapid, where they had agreed to launch talks for a free trade agreement. The
four-nation meeting also points to India’s strategic desire to adopt a regional foreign policy
strategy towards West Asia, transcending its bilateralism. Over the years, India has built vibrant
bilateral ties with all the countries in the grouping. It is a member of the Quad with the U.S.,
Australia and Japan, which have common concerns and shared interests on East Asia. Israel is
one of India’s top defence suppliers. The UAE is vital for India’s energy security. The Gulf
country, which hosts millions of Indian workers, has also shown interest to mediate between
India and Pakistan.
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In the past, there were three pillars to India’s West Asia policy — the Sunni Gulf monarchies,
Israel and Iran. Now that the gulf between the Sunni kingdoms and Israel is being narrowed,
especially after the Abraham Accords, the normalisation agreements signed between Israel and
the UAE and Bahrain under the tutelage of the Trump administration, India faces fewer
challenges to a regionalist approach. Mr. Jaishankar has hinted that there would be more
meetings among the four countries. While it is too early to speak of the strategic significance of
such a grouping, there are areas where it can deepen its engagement — trade, energy ties,
fighting climate change and enhancing maritime security. But India should also be mindful of the
challenges in the region. The U.S. is clearly seeking to lessen its footprint here as part of its
pivot to East Asia to tackle China’s rise, which is redrawing West Asia’s traditional equations.
India should be careful not to get sucked into the many conflicts of West Asia that could intensify
amid growing regional rivalries. While the Abraham Accords made it easier for India to find
common ground with the Israelis and the Emiratis, the contradiction between this emerging bloc
and Iran remains as intense as ever. India, which sees itself aligned with the U.S. in the IndoPacific, faces deepening insecurities in continental Asia after the American withdrawal from
Afghanistan. And it will have to work closely with countries such as Iran to deal with the
challenges emanating from a post-American Afghanistan. So the challenge before New Delhi is
to retain a healthy relationship with Iran even as it seeks to build a stronger regional partnership
with the U.S.-Israel-UAE bloc.
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MOU SIGNED BETWEEN J&K AND GOVERNMENT OF
DUBAI FOR REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT,
INDUSTRIAL PARKS, SUPER SPECIALTY HOSPITALS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia
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Jammu and Kashmir administration today signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
the Government of Dubai for real estate development, industrial parks, IT towers, multipurpose
towers, logistics, medical college, super specialty hospital and more.
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Union Minister for Commerce and Industry ShriPiyushGoyalhighlighted the significance of the
day and said that with the signing of the MoU with Dubai Government, the world has started to
recognize the pace with which Jammu and Kashmir is traversing on the development
bandwagon. This MoU gives out a strong signal to the entire world that the way India is
transforming into a global power, Jammu & Kashmir is having a significant role into that as well.
This MoU is a milestone after which the investment will pour in from entire globe and is a big
developmental push. Different entities from Dubai have shown keen interest in investment.
Development has to be aspired on all fronts and we are on track, he added.
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ShriGoyalthanked Prime Minister ShriNarendraModi and Home Minister ShriAmit Shah for their
focus and commitment towards the development of UT of Jammu & Kashmir. Recent industrial
package of 28,400 Crore rupees is a testimony towards ensured development.
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Terming it a momentous occasion for the UT of Jammu and Kashmir, Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor ShriManojSinha said that this development journey will help the Union
Territory to scale new heights in Industrialization and sustainable growth.
*****
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TRADE AND CLIMATE, THE PIVOT FOR INDIA-U.S. TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA
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When the history of the 21st century is written, India and the United States and the strategic
alliance they forge should play starring roles. Granted, it is far too early to predict how
successful their joint efforts will be in creating a free and open Indo-Pacific — one that advances
democratic values and confronts autocracies globally and locally. As 2021 closes, with COVID19 still a present danger and China, the emerging superpower on the global stage, viewed by
both as a strategic competitor, India and the U.S. have a long way to go before they can inspire
confidence that this blossoming alliance will endure for the long term.

IA

S.
co

We believe that the fate of the grand strategic ambitions of the relationship may in fact depend
substantially on how well they collaborate in two areas to which their joint attention is only
belatedly turning — climate and trade. The first presents an existential threat while the second is
too often dismissed as a secondary consideration, even dispensable in the name of pursuing
larger strategic interests. Such thinking ignores the lessons of history: strategic partnerships
capable of re-shaping the international global order cannot be based simply on a negative
agenda. Shared concerns about China provide the U.S.-India partnership a much-needed
impetus to overcome the awkward efforts for deeper collaboration that have characterised the
past few decades. What risks being lost is a reckoning with how interrelated climate and trade
are to securing U.S.-India leadership globally, and how their strategic efforts can flounder
without sincere commitment to a robust bilateral agenda on both fronts.
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There has been progress. The U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, John Kerry, has
visited India twice already, and India and the U.S. are collaborating under the Climate and Clean
Energy Agenda Partnership. In parallel, there are hopeful signs that they are now prioritising the
bilateral trade relationship by rechartering the Trade Policy Forum. Both countries are also
taking leading roles, articulating their climate concerns and commitments. However, early signs
suggest we might be headed for a replay of previous showdowns at COP26 in Glasgow: while
India just announced a net zero goal for 2070 — a welcome development even if well after
catastrophic climate scenarios may be baked in — it has called for western countries to commit
to negative emissions targets. India’s rhetoric of climate justice is likely to be received poorly by
U.S. negotiators, particularly if it aligns with China’s messaging and obstructs efforts to reach
concrete results. Likewise, the failure of the U.S. and India to articulate a shared vision for a
comprehensive trade relationship raises doubts about how serious they are when each spends
more time and effort negotiating with other trading partners. Protectionist tendencies infect the
politics of both countries these days, and, with a contentious U.S. mid-term election a year
away, the political window for achieving problem-solving outcomes and setting a vision on trade
for the future is closing fast.
Climate and trade are interrelated in many ways, from commercial dissemination of cutting-edge
carbon mitigation and adaptation products and technologies to the carbon emissions that come
with the transport of goods and humans from one country to another. If governments, such as
India and the U.S., coordinate policies to incentivise sharing of climate-related technologies and
align approaches for reducing emissions associated with trade, the climate-trade interrelationship can be a net positive one.
For example, India and the U.S. could find opportunities to align their climate and trade
approaches better, starting with a resolution of their disputes in the World Trade Organization
(WTO) on solar panels. As they have dithered in pursuing cases in the WTO and settling them,
China has effectively captured the global market, leaving each dependent on a source they view
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as a threat. The two countries could also chart a path that allows trade to flow for transitional
energy sources, such as fuel ethanol. India currently bans imports of fuel ethanol even as it
seeks to ramp up its own ethanol blend mandates and build a domestic sector that can join the
U.S. and Brazil in exporting to the world. Left unaddressed, this will be another missed
opportunity for the two economies to work to mutual benefit.

m

Shared strategic interests will be undermined if India and the U.S. cannot jointly map
coordinated policies on climate and trade. The most immediate threat could be the possibility of
new climate and trade tensions were India to insist that technology is transferred in ways that
undermine incentives for innovation in both countries or if the U.S. decides that imports from
India be subject to increased tariffs in the form of carbon border adjustment mechanisms or
“CBAMs”. Climate-inspired trade tensions that might even lead to new trade wars can hardly
bolster the strategic partnership.
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Diplomats on both sides have worked hard over the past few years to paper over such
differences so that they do not distract from the efforts to lay the foundations for a closer
strategic partnership, but the fissures have not disappeared and ignoring them will not make
them go away. Rather, the danger is that they will widen and deepen and come to undermine
shared longer-term goals. A mutual failure to confront these issues and present a united front in
relations with other countries will surely have strategic consequences.
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So, even as they continue to embrace warmly in various strategic settings, U.S. President Joe
Biden and India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi might want to ask how this partnership is clearly
falling short of its potential, and why. Concerted action on both the climate and trade fronts is
mutually beneficial and will lend additional strength to the foundation of a true partnership for the
coming century.
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Mark Linscott is a former Assistant U.S. Trade Representative and is a Senior Fellow with The
Atlantic Council’s South Asia Center and a Senior Adviser with The Asia Group. Irfan Nooruddin
is the Senior Director of the Atlantic Council’s South Asia Center and Professor in the School of
Foreign Service at Georgetown University
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PM MODI LAUNCHES INITIATIVE FOR DEVELOPING
SMALL ISLAND NATIONS' INFRASTRUCTURE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday launched the Initiative for the Resilient
Island States (IRIS) for developing infrastructure of small island nations, saying it gave new
hope and confidence of working for the welfare of the world’s most vulnerable countries.
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"The last few decades have proved that no one is untouched by the wrath of climate change.
Whether they are developed countries or countries rich in natural resources, this is a big threat
to everyone," Modi said.
“But even here too, the biggest threat from climate change is to the 'Small Island Developing
States- SIDS'. It is a matter of life and death for them; it is a challenge to their existence. The
disasters caused by climate change can literally take the form of catastrophe for them," Modi
said.
Small island developing states face the biggest threat from climate change, said the prime
minister, adding India's space agency ISRO will build a special data window to provide them
timely information on cyclones, coral-reef monitoring and coast-line monitoring through satellites.
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The launch took place on the second day of the World Leaders’ Summit and Modi was joined by
his British counterpart Boris Johnson, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and leaders of
Mauritius, Fiji and Jamaica on the occasion. UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres was also
present.
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The IRIS initiative is a part of the Coalition for Disaster Resilient infrastructure that would focus
on building capacity, having pilot projects, especially in small island developing states.
Speaking on the occasion, Johnson said small island states were on the frontline of loss and
damage caused by global warming.
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"They have done virtually nothing to cause the problem, they didn't produce the huge volumes of
CO2 to be pumped into the atmosphere," he said. The UK is contributing financially to the
initiative IRIS. “We are stomping up as well," Johnson added.
On his part, Australia’s Scott Morrison thanked India and the UK for their leadership of the CDRI.
“I acknowledge the Quad support, including the US and Japan support for India's CDRI."
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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BANGLADESH VIOLENCE: MINORITIES AND ANTILIBERATION FORCES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh
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The recent violence against the minorities in Bangladesh has taken a large number of people by
surprise. It is not that violence against the minorities is unknown in Bangladesh, however, it was
certainly put in check after Sheikh Hasina came to power. The violence against the Hindu
minorities flared up once again in Cumilla this year during the Hindu festival Durga Puja when a
miscreant perhaps on instigation of some extremists put the Holy Book Quran in a Puja Pandal.1
Subsequently, violence also spread to other areas due to rumour-mongering on social media.
In the last decade or so, Bangladesh has managed to prioritise economic progress over religious
extremism engulfing a number of other Muslim majority countries. The country grew at a decent
pace2 even when the whole world was grappling with the COVID-19 pandemic. The growing
prosperity of Bangladesh is seen as a major reason behind the strong support of Bangladeshi
people enjoyed by Sheikh Hasina. However, the recent violence against the minorities can prove
to be detrimental if due measures are not taken by the Awami League government.
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After the breakout of the violence, the government placed eight units of Border Guard
Bangladesh in various parts of the Chattogram district to maintain law and order. State Minister
for Religious Affairs Md Faridul Haque Khan warned people not to take law into their own hands.
He stated that the local administration will investigate what really happened in Cumilla. A week
later, the Bangladesh police managed to arrest Iqbal Hossain, identified as the key suspect in
instigating the Cumilla violence from Cox's Bazar. The civil society in Bangladesh also protested
violence against the minorities. They have demanded that Bangladesh government should enact
a new law to ensure religious freedom for everyone. However, the situation still remains tense in
the country.
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After coming to power in 2009, the Sheikh Hasina government took strong measures against the
anti-liberation forces, in a large measure represented by Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh. The
other extremist groups present in Bangladesh were an outgrowth of Jamaat, as they thought that
Jamaat was not being radical enough. The Awami League government carried out war crime
trials of the prominent Jamaat leaders. A number of them were hanged for the crimes committed
during the liberation war. When the war crime tribunal in Bangladesh gave only life sentence to
the Jamaat leader Abdul Quader Molla, a large number of people in Bangladesh were incensed,
and it led to the Shahbag movement in 2013, during which the pro-liberation forces demanded
hanging of Abdul Quader Molla for his crimes during the liberation war.3
Unfortunately, along with the Shahbag movement, Bangladesh also saw the rise of Hefazat-eIslam, another radical Islamist movement in the year 2013.4 Hefazat-e-Islam ransacked Dhaka
when it launched its protest against the organisers of the Shahbag movement. It considered
them atheists.5 Ironically, subsequently Awami League tied up with Hefazat-e-Islam perhaps to
gain electoral mileage.6 It has not been easy for any government in a Muslim majority country to
follow secular policies. This dilemma was also seen in the policies of Awami League. It acted
against the Jamaatis but could not change the status of Islam as the religion of state.
Hasina has also acted against radical and terrorist organisations. Once in power, she declared a
policy of zero tolerance against terrorism. This kind of policy was only expected from her as she
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was nearly killed in a terrorist attack in Dhaka in 2004 when she was addressing a rally. In this
attack, 24 Awami League workers, including one of her close associates, were killed.7
Hasina took action against Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami (HuJI), a group which was active in
Bangladesh but was also carrying out terror strikes within India. She also took action against
other Bangladeshi groups like Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB). Pakistan-based
Islamist groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed were using Bangladesh as a
transit route. Hasina’s tough measures stopped their use of Bangladesh as a springboard for
terror activities against India.
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India was pleasantly surprised when Hasina took action against the Indian insurgent groups
active in North East India. These groups were using Bangladesh as a base for their terror
activities in North East India. Previous political and military regimes in Bangladesh had
consciously allowed these insurgent groups to operate from Bangladesh. In fact when Sheikh
Hasina took action against them and handed over most of their top leaders to India, these forces
criticised Hasina for losing an important pressure point against India.8 Sheikh Hasina’s
cooperation with India on counter-terrorism has dramatically improved India–Bangladesh
relations and has taken it to a different level altogether.
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However, return of Sheikh Hasina to power and her India-friendly policies have not been liked by
her domestic and international opponents. Domestically she has faced strong resistance from
the main opposition party the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and the Islamist political party
Jamaat-e-Islami. Though Jamaat has been deregistered by the Election Commission of
Bangladesh for not recognising the legislative power of Bangladesh parliament, it still has
significant influence in the country. Jamaat as part of ruling coalition of the BNP-led government
controlled two important ministries. During this period it tried to Islamise Bangladeshi society.
The influence of Jamaat also increased in army, bureaucracy and police forces of Bangladesh.
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Pakistan is one of the important international players which is hostile to the Sheikh Hasina
government. When Sheikh Hasina declared her intention to try war criminals, it was not liked by
Pakistan. Pakistan had sent Zia Ispahni as its special envoy to dissuade Sheikh Hasina from
carrying out the trials. However, since she remained adamant on war crime trials, it is widely
suspected that ISI instigated a rebellion in the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), then border guarding
force of Bangladesh.9 This rebellion nearly upturned the political regime of Sheikh Hasina., but
she managed to save the situation though with great difficulty.
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Sheikh Hasina’s actions against Jamaat and prosecution of the BNP leader Khaleda Zia over
the corruption charges have managed to weaken the opposition, but they are still a force to
reckon with. The opposition has been out of power for the last three terms, and in order to make
a comeback, they would like to create a situation of political crisis in Bangladesh so that either
army is provoked to take control of power or to create a caretaker government. The army in
Bangladesh has undergone significant changes as now most of the Pakistan-era officers have
retired but it still remains an important factor in the polity of Bangladesh. The easiest way for
opposition in Bangladesh is to create a political crisis in Bangladesh by inciting communal
strife.10 Perhaps the forces inimical to Sheikh Hasina government are trying to do just that. The
Awami League government should remain vigilant to the designs of forces inimical to it and not
let them undo the works done by it in the last one decade or so.
Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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UNDERSTANDING INDONESIA’S UNEASE WITH AUKUS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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The Indonesian foreign ministry in a statement has expressed concern over Australia’s decision
to acquire nuclear-powered submarines under the newly constituted AUKUS pact between
Australia, the US and the UK. The statement further reads into Jakarta’s anxiety over “continuing
arms race and power projection” in the region.1 Indonesia–Australia strategic relationship has
been driven by their close geography, however apparent lack of dialogue between the two
countries has recently exposed its vulnerabilities.
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Indonesia has been a strong advocate of rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific and has played a
crucial role in drafting the “ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific”.2 Security arrangements like
AUKUS may have similar goals of freedom and peace, and therefore it is desirable that regional
powers take Jakarta into confidence, especially amidst increasing uncertainty due to US–China
rivalry in the region. Given its geo-strategic importance, Indonesia’s cooperation will be essential
for success of any regional security framework in the Indo-Pacific. At the same time, Indonesia
may find it more pragmatic to participate in frameworks outside of ASEAN, such as engagement
with supply chain resilience cooperation or the Quad plus, to avoid sitting on the sidelines during
vital restructuring in the Indo-Pacific balance of power.

ac
k

The bilateral relationship has a strong element of defence. However, the rhetoric of “most
important security partner” coming out of Canberra repeatedly for Indonesia falls short in the
face of their defence engagement over the years.3 A Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
Agreement was signed in 2018, building on the first bilateral defence agreement signed in 1995.
But Australia’s Defence Cooperation Program (DCP) has never allocated largest share of its
funding to Indonesia, nor has Indonesia been Australia’s most frequent defence training partner.
Indonesia’s defence exercises with the Australian Defence Force (ADF) between 1997 and 2015
represent only 8 per cent of ADF’s total defence exercises, compared to 25 per cent (highest
number) in case of the United States and ADF.4 Even other ASEAN nations like Thailand and
Malaysia have trained more with Australia than Indonesia.
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That is not to discount the strategic importance Indonesia holds in Australian policy and
academic circles. The defence white paper in 2009 and in 2016 both acknowledge Indonesia’s
significance to Australian national security. The incongruity has arisen due to insufficient followup on the narrative. Given their positioning in the Pacific Ocean, any threat to Australia will come
from or through Indonesia. Richard Tanter from Nautilus Institute calls the bilateral relationship
asymmetric because Indonesia is more important to Australia from a security perspective than
Australia is to Indonesia.5 But as he also mentions in his paper, the two countries have very
different histories and political evolution, which has likely led to ambiguity in their bilateral
relations.
Australia’s role in separation of East Timor in 1999 badly affected its relationship with Indonesia,
and has sustained Jakarta’s suspicion of Australia to this day. The defence cooperation at that
time was suspended only to be normalised many years later in 2006 through the Lombok
Treaty.6 In 2013, Indonesia uncovered that Australia was spying on the-then president
Yudhoyono and people close to him. As a consequence, it had suspended mutual intelligence
cooperation.7 Hence, in matters of strategic conduct, Indonesia has preferred a cautious and
calibrated approach in its relationship with Australia. The unsteady course of their bilateral
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relationship makes Indonesia’s current reactions unsurprising. The secretive manner in which
AUKUS was conceived has irked many of Australia’s security partners. But Canberra’s clear
preference for closer defence relationship with allies in Anglosphere has alienated Indonesia.8
In recent years, there has been greater realisation within Jakarta of the country’s maritime
vulnerabilities. President Joko Widodo’s “Global Maritime Fulcrum” policy revolves around
propelling Indonesia as a strong maritime power, given substantial economic and logistical
dependencies on the sea.9 In that scenario, a development like AUKUS, which further
complicates the regional security environment where Indonesia could be victimised in a great
power conflict, has naturally pronounced Jakarta’s insecurities.
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As over most geo-political issues, ASEAN members have a differing stance on the AUKUS deal.
While Indonesia and Malaysia openly expressed their concerns, the Philippines welcomed it and
Singapore chose to take a moderate position. While Australia has tried to allay concerns over an
emerging arms race in the region, it cannot be denied that Southeast Asia will effectively be the
theatre for any conflict that breaks among larger powers like China, Australia and the US.
Indonesia has advocated “ASEAN Centrality” of the Indo-Pacific on multiple forums and also in
the ASEAN outlook on Indo-Pacific. And even though newer security arrangements like the
Quad or AUKUS may declare commitment to ASEAN centrality, their emergence itself can be
seen in relation to ASEAN’s performance as a regional organisation.10 ASEAN’s consensusbased decision-making process has prevented any conclusive step on contentious issues like
the South China Sea conflict, and more recently the Myanmar crisis.
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The ASEAN may choose either to continue avoiding confrontation with regional security issues
and focus on economic integration instead, or it may transform its internal workings to foster
more concrete decisions on regional security. In both ways it will remain the most formidable
grouping of the Indo-Pacific around which other frameworks may revolve, but the latter will allow
it to engage large powers without the absolute need for newer security arrangements. It will also
help ASEAN retain the upper hand in setting the tone for security discourse on Indo-Pacific.
Consequentially, any anxieties regarding new groupings among larger powers will not be acute.
But given ASEAN’s track record of handling conflicts in the region, a radical change in its outlook
is unlikely.
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Indonesia, as the largest economy and most populous ASEAN nation, has assumed a
leadership role within the organisation. Maintaining an independent foreign policy has compelled
Jakarta to prevent taking sides between the US, its closest security partner, and China, its
closest economic partner. So it has promoted ASEAN as the primary regional organisation in
Indo-Pacific. But exclusive association with ASEAN and ASEAN-led organisations may limit
Indonesia’s strategic engagements as larger powers do not look to ASEAN for resolution of
crisis situations anymore.
Senior researcher at CSIS Evan Laksmana opines that it may be useful for Indonesia to
consider “flexible coalitions” with “like-minded powers such as Australia, India, Japan and South
Korea”.11 India has reaffirmed its policy of multi-alignment,12 and is already a member of Quad
with Australia and Japan. Jakarta’s unease with newer security arrangements in the region,
even though not unfounded, may be more due to lack of its own participation. Indonesia is a
vibrant democracy and straddles the most significant oceanic trade routes of the world. It has
shown commitment to international peace and has consistently been one of the largest
contributors of troops to UN peacekeeping operations across the globe.13 If it views itself as a
regional leader, it is incumbent upon large powers to acclimatise their foreign policies
accordingly.
Some analysts have lauded Australia with its AUKUS deal as an example of standing up to
China14, notwithstanding that it may make Australia a bigger and clearer target for Beijing’s
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punitive methods like economic sanctions.15 It is also possible that escalations of a military
nature could be intensified in the region. For Southeast Asian nations to join or constitute among
themselves any military-centric grouping like AUKUS or Quad will certainly provoke China.
Beijing’s grey-zone operations on adversaries is a testimony of its assertive actions against
countries with perceived anti-China stance. In that case, it becomes important what the smaller
power in such an arrangement is getting out of that deal. For instance, Australia is getting the
prized nuclear technology from the US, which was only shared with the UK up until founding of
AUKUS.
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Indonesia is the largest archipelagic country with long coastlines to defend. Coastal surveillance
and maritime intelligence sharing could be of great benefit to Indonesia considering the Chinese
incursions into its northern maritime territory of Natuna Regency in 2020. Indonesian defence
acquisitions in the past have been focussed on aircrafts, and there are long-term future plans to
acquire 230 combat aircraft of different varieties as well.16 More importantly, if Indonesia would
consider the idea of participating in a multilateral security framework, it could command
cooperation in all areas of traditional security, including cyber technologies. It remains to be
seen if Jakarta may be willing to assume a multi-faceted leadership role in the region and
upscale its engagements with the countries involved in the Indo-Pacific. A reinvigorated and
nuanced security policy will allow it to respond accordingly to fast-changing security environment
in the region.
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Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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INDIA-BHUTAN TO HAVE SEVEN ADDITIONAL
ENTRY/EXIT POINTS FOR TRADE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bhutan

The Commerce Secretary Level meeting was held between India and Bhutan on trade and
transit issues, here today.
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The Indian delegation was led by Shri B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Secretary, Department of
Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India and the Bhutanese
delegation was led by H.E. Dasho Karma Tshering, Secretary, Ministry of Economic Affairs,
Royal Government of Bhutan.
The two sides held extensive discussions on the current trade and transit issues including
measures to further strengthen bilateral trade relations and issues of mutual interest, on ways to
increase trade connectivity between the two countries. Through Letters of Exchange (LOE), the
following seven additional entry/exit points for trade between India and Bhutan were formalized:1. Nagarkata Land Customs Station without commodity restriction.
2. Agartala Land Customs Station as an entry /exit point.
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3. Pandu port (Guwahati Steamerghat) as an entry /exit point, subject to cross border control at
Dhubri.
4. Jogighopa port as an entry/exit point, subject to cross border control at Dhubri.
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5. Asian Highway 48 connecting Torsha Tea Garden in India and Ahllay in Bhutan as an
additional route corresponding to the Land Custom Station at Jaigaon.
6. Kamardwisa as an entry/exit point.
7. Birpara as an entry/exit point.
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This will form an addendum to the Protocol of 2016 India-Bhutan Agreement on Trade,
Commerce and Transit. This will facilitate India-Bhutan bilateral trade to our mutual advantage.
Since 2014, trade between India and Bhutan has more than doubled from USD 484 million in
2014-15 to USD 1083 million in 2020-21.
*****

DJN/MS/PK
The Commerce Secretary Level meeting was held between India and Bhutan on trade and
transit issues, here today.
The Indian delegation was led by Shri B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Secretary, Department of
Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India and the Bhutanese
delegation was led by H.E. Dasho Karma Tshering, Secretary, Ministry of Economic Affairs,
Royal Government of Bhutan.
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The two sides held extensive discussions on the current trade and transit issues including
measures to further strengthen bilateral trade relations and issues of mutual interest, on ways to
increase trade connectivity between the two countries. Through Letters of Exchange (LOE), the
following seven additional entry/exit points for trade between India and Bhutan were formalized:1. Nagarkata Land Customs Station without commodity restriction.
2. Agartala Land Customs Station as an entry /exit point.
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3. Pandu port (Guwahati Steamerghat) as an entry /exit point, subject to cross border control at
Dhubri.
4. Jogighopa port as an entry/exit point, subject to cross border control at Dhubri.

6. Kamardwisa as an entry/exit point.
7. Birpara as an entry/exit point.
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5. Asian Highway 48 connecting Torsha Tea Garden in India and Ahllay in Bhutan as an
additional route corresponding to the Land Custom Station at Jaigaon.

This will form an addendum to the Protocol of 2016 India-Bhutan Agreement on Trade,
Commerce and Transit. This will facilitate India-Bhutan bilateral trade to our mutual advantage.
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Since 2014, trade between India and Bhutan has more than doubled from USD 484 million in
2014-15 to USD 1083 million in 2020-21.
*****
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FIFTH EDITION OF JAPAN-INDIA BILATERAL MARITIME
EXERCISE ‘JIMEX’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

m

The 5th edition ofthe bilateral maritime exercise JIMEX, between Japan and India, was
conducted in the Arabian Sea from06 – 08 October2021.The exercise saw the ships and aircraft
of Japan Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) and Indian Navy (IN) engaging in a high tempo
of operations focused on air, surface and sub-surface dimensions of maritime operations as well
as the air domain.
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The IN, under the command of RAdm Ajay Kochhar, Flag Officer Commanding Western Fleet,
is participating with indigenous Guided Missile Destroyer, INS Kochi (with Sea King MK 42B
helicopter) and the Guided Missile Frigate INS Teg (with SAR capable Chetak helicopter). The
IN is also fielding a P8I, a shore-based maritime reconnaissance aircraft, and MiG 29K fighters.
The JMSDF is led by RAdm IkeuchiIzuru, Commander, Escort Flotilla Three comprising of the
Izumo Class Helicopter Carrier Kaga and the Guided Missile Destroyer Murasame. Both ships
are participating with integral SH60K helicopters.
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Setting the operational tempo from the start, the units exercised War at Sea scenario with P8I
(IN) providing maritime reconnaissance support to both navies. The units practiced
Replenishment at Sea approaches and undertook fuel rig connect-up between Kaga and
Kochi. The exercise also involved complex Over the Horizon Targetingexercises and surface
gun shoots on an expendable target. An advanced coordinated anti-submarine exercise
involving an underwater target deployed by JMSDFsaw surface units and IN’s P8I aircraft
exercising with seamless coordination. Flag Officers of the two forces also met on the Flight
Decks of Kochi and Kaga during flying operations, in keeping with the true spirit of military
friendship.
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The Air Domain operations included advanced anti-aircraft firing exercises on Expendable
Aerial Target launched from the deck of INS Kochi and ship controlled Beyond Visual Range
(BVR) combat drills by IN’s MiG 29K fighters. The exercise involved a high tempo of flying
operations with MiG 29K fighters coming in for multiple simulated air strike on surface units,
shepherded by the IN’s Maritime Patrol Aircraft, Dornier. The inclement weather could do little
to hold back IN and JMSDF helicopters from undertaking cross-deck landings, showcasing a
high level of interoperability.
The precision, coordination and the high level of interoperability reflected not only the high
standards of professionalism and preparedness the two navies maintain to counter threats at
sea, but also the high level of trust and understanding that they have built over the years.The
complex maritime exercises undertaken will enable the two navies to further strengthen their
already wide-ranging strategic partnership and, when required, to jointly safeguard their
maritime interests and ensure peace, security and stability in the region.
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The 5th edition ofthe bilateral maritime exercise JIMEX, between Japan and India, was
conducted in the Arabian Sea from06 – 08 October2021.The exercise saw the ships and aircraft
of Japan Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) and Indian Navy (IN) engaging in a high tempo
of operations focused on air, surface and sub-surface dimensions of maritime operations as well
as the air domain.
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The IN, under the command of RAdm Ajay Kochhar, Flag Officer Commanding Western Fleet,
is participating with indigenous Guided Missile Destroyer, INS Kochi (with Sea King MK 42B
helicopter) and the Guided Missile Frigate INS Teg (with SAR capable Chetak helicopter). The
IN is also fielding a P8I, a shore-based maritime reconnaissance aircraft, and MiG 29K fighters.
The JMSDF is led by RAdm IkeuchiIzuru, Commander, Escort Flotilla Three comprising of the
Izumo Class Helicopter Carrier Kaga and the Guided Missile Destroyer Murasame. Both ships
are participating with integral SH60K helicopters.
Setting the operational tempo from the start, the units exercised War at Sea scenario with P8I
(IN) providing maritime reconnaissance support to both navies. The units practiced
Replenishment at Sea approaches and undertook fuel rig connect-up between Kaga and
Kochi. The exercise also involved complex Over the Horizon Targetingexercises and surface
gun shoots on an expendable target. An advanced coordinated anti-submarine exercise
involving an underwater target deployed by JMSDFsaw surface units and IN’s P8I aircraft
exercising with seamless coordination. Flag Officers of the two forces also met on the Flight
Decks of Kochi and Kaga during flying operations, in keeping with the true spirit of military
friendship.
The Air Domain operations included advanced anti-aircraft firing exercises on Expendable
Aerial Target launched from the deck of INS Kochi and ship controlled Beyond Visual Range
(BVR) combat drills by IN’s MiG 29K fighters. The exercise involved a high tempo of flying
operations with MiG 29K fighters coming in for multiple simulated air strike on surface units,
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shepherded by the IN’s Maritime Patrol Aircraft, Dornier. The inclement weather could do little
to hold back IN and JMSDF helicopters from undertaking cross-deck landings, showcasing a
high level of interoperability.
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The precision, coordination and the high level of interoperability reflected not only the high
standards of professionalism and preparedness the two navies maintain to counter threats at
sea, but also the high level of trust and understanding that they have built over the years.The
complex maritime exercises undertaken will enable the two navies to further strengthen their
already wide-ranging strategic partnership and, when required, to jointly safeguard their
maritime interests and ensure peace, security and stability in the region.
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INDIA, CROATIA TO COLLABORATE FOR ACADEMIC
RESEARCH AND COMPETENCY BUILDING IN
TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SYSTEMS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India
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Paving the way for academic collaboration in India’s traditional medicine systems, especially in
the field of Ayurveda, between the two countries, the Ministry of Ayush on Wednesday entered
into an agreement with Croatia on Wednesday.
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The Memorandum of Understanding was signed between All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA)
and Croatia’s Kvarner Health Tourism Cluster. AIIA is an autonomous body under the Ministry of
Ayush.
The MoU with Croatia is a significant step towards bolstering India’s ties with other countries and
promoting academic research, clinical and educational activities, medical education, training,
and competency building.
Dr Manoj Nesari, Adviser-Ayurveda, Ministry of Ayush, signed the MoU on behalf of AIIA in the
presence of Special Secretary Ayush, Shri Pramod Kumar Pathak and the Ambassador of India
to Croatia, Shri Raj Shrivastava.
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From the Croatian side, President of the Cluster, Assistant Professor Vladimir Mozeti, President
of the Management Board of the Cluster, Irena PeršiŽivadinov, and members of the
Management Board Prof. Sandra Jankovi, Sandra Martini and Anna Maria Libri attended the
event.
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A six-member delegation, led by Special SecretaryAyush Shri Pramod Kumar Pathak, were in
Croatia to attend the first International Yoga and Ayurveda conference earlier this week.
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The two sides will undertake academic activities in the field of Ayurveda in collaboration with the
identified institutions. There will be close cooperation and collaboration on research, including
study design and execution, developing evidence-based guidelines for integrating Ayurvedic
principles and practices with modern medicine, conducting lectures, workshops, seminars and
conferences, and other such activities on Ayurveda.
Both sides will also develop academic standards and courses in accordance with the needs of
the institution, end users and stakeholders and develop Ayurvedic medical education guidelines
for Ayurveda education in Croatia.
“This will promote academic research, clinical and educational activities, medical education,
training, and competency building”, said Dr Manoj Nesari, Adviser-Ayurveda, Ministry of Ayush.
“Considering that one of the goals of the Cluster is to connect members with international
partners for a more comprehensive offer of health and tourism products, but also to educate
members of the Association, we believe that this business cooperation with the Indian Ministry
opens a new opportunity to connect our 32 members with potential partners from India. In
addition to improving the health and tourism offer in Kvarner, in this way we will work with new
partners on education, training and building and strengthening competencies," said Dr. Vladimir
Mozeti.
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Paving the way for academic collaboration in India’s traditional medicine systems, especially in
the field of Ayurveda, between the two countries, the Ministry of Ayush on Wednesday entered
into an agreement with Croatia on Wednesday.
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The Memorandum of Understanding was signed between All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA)
and Croatia’s Kvarner Health Tourism Cluster. AIIA is an autonomous body under the Ministry of
Ayush.
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The MoU with Croatia is a significant step towards bolstering India’s ties with other countries and
promoting academic research, clinical and educational activities, medical education, training,
and competency building.
Dr Manoj Nesari, Adviser-Ayurveda, Ministry of Ayush, signed the MoU on behalf of AIIA in the
presence of Special Secretary Ayush, Shri Pramod Kumar Pathak and the Ambassador of India
to Croatia, Shri Raj Shrivastava.
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From the Croatian side, President of the Cluster, Assistant Professor Vladimir Mozeti, President
of the Management Board of the Cluster, Irena PeršiŽivadinov, and members of the
Management Board Prof. Sandra Jankovi, Sandra Martini and Anna Maria Libri attended the
event.
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A six-member delegation, led by Special SecretaryAyush Shri Pramod Kumar Pathak, were in
Croatia to attend the first International Yoga and Ayurveda conference earlier this week.
The two sides will undertake academic activities in the field of Ayurveda in collaboration with the
identified institutions. There will be close cooperation and collaboration on research, including
study design and execution, developing evidence-based guidelines for integrating Ayurvedic
principles and practices with modern medicine, conducting lectures, workshops, seminars and
conferences, and other such activities on Ayurveda.
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Both sides will also develop academic standards and courses in accordance with the needs of
the institution, end users and stakeholders and develop Ayurvedic medical education guidelines
for Ayurveda education in Croatia.
“This will promote academic research, clinical and educational activities, medical education,
training, and competency building”, said Dr Manoj Nesari, Adviser-Ayurveda, Ministry of Ayush.
“Considering that one of the goals of the Cluster is to connect members with international
partners for a more comprehensive offer of health and tourism products, but also to educate
members of the Association, we believe that this business cooperation with the Indian Ministry
opens a new opportunity to connect our 32 members with potential partners from India. In
addition to improving the health and tourism offer in Kvarner, in this way we will work with new
partners on education, training and building and strengthening competencies," said Dr. Vladimir
Mozeti.
*****
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF PRIME MINISTER'S
ADDRESS AT THE LAUNCH OF ‘INFRASTRUCTURE
FOR RESILIENT ISLAND STATES’ INITIATIVE AT COP26
SUMMIT IN GLASGOW
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations
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Excellencies,
Thank you very much.
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DISCLAIMER: This is the approximate translation of Prime Minister’s remarks. Original
remarks were delivered in Hindi.
***
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Excellencies,
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Thank you very much.

DISCLAIMER: This is the approximate translation of Prime Minister’s remarks. Original
remarks were delivered in Hindi.
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WITH AUKUS, INDIA MUST KEEP ITS HEAD ABOVE
WATER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India
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The announcement by the United States of a trilateral ‘enhanced security partnership’ involving
Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States (AUKUS) has taken everyone by surprise,
competitors and allies alike. With close partners on both sides, India has maintained an
ambiguous stand on the issue. A lot of commentary since has talked of how this is a welcome
step for India to access technologies, build complementarities and so on. While it does present
opportunities, the flip side is that AUKUS represents a threshold breach and could pose unique
challenges for India, depending on how China responds to it, and the issue spiralling.
The decision by the U.S. to make a very rare exemption, even for its allies, to supply nuclearpowered attack submarines (SSN) takes the whole issue of arms transfers and containing
China’s expansion to a new level. Submarines are the most potent and secretive military
platform to asymmetrically counter an adversary and an SSN represents the pinnacle. The entry
barrier for acquiring these is very steep, proven by how few countries possess them; and once
that is breached, there is no technological leap to counter it but only incremental measures to
negate it, which would nonetheless be another expensive endeavour.
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The U.S. has now set a precedence to this and how it unfolds and how long it remains an
exception has to be seen. The next question is how will China, which has sharply reacted to the
announcement of AUKUS, respond to this? Will it resort to further proliferation, in any manner,
as it has done in the past, and likely involving its closest partner, Pakistan?
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If so, the only country in the region which will face the real implications of this is India; for the
others, it is more of stated positions and rules-based order which are a matter of convenience
and not of survival. The whole Pakistani missile and nuclear weapons programme and its
proliferation trail are proof of it.
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The China threat notwithstanding, this development is as much, if not more, about the tussle
between arms industries of the two sides which collectively dominate the global arms industry. A
case in point is the leak, in 2016, of 22,000 pages of secret data on the capabilities of six
Scorpene submarines being built for the Indian Navy by the French Naval Group (then DCNS)
barely months after DCNS was declared the winner in the Australian tender, only to be thwarted
by the U.S. five years later.
While the real intention (of the leak) and those responsible may never be known, the fallout,
though likely coincidental, was on India. The Naval Group had then said that it may have been
the victim of “economic warfare.”
Another tangent that needs to be observed as the initiative takes shape is whether AUKUS is an
attempt by the U.S. to position Australia as a ‘Net Security Provider’ in the Indo-Pacific. This is
especially so given India’s reluctance to add a military dimension to the Quadrilateral grouping
comprising India, Australia, Japan and the U.S.
The Quad — as a grouping of major democracies in the Indo-Pacific — has seen momentum in
terms of engagement in the last two years especially in the backdrop of a violent stand-off
between India and China along the disputed boundary in Eastern Ladakh last year which is yet
to be resolved. However, India has reiterated on several occasions that it sees the Quad as a
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platform for consultations at the political and diplomatic level but does not see a military
dimension to it. So, with Australia and Japan being U.S. allies, the limiting factor for deepening
military engagement for the Quad as a grouping, beyond a point, is India.
Incidentally, the current Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Karambir Singh, since he assumed
charge of the force in May 2019, had stated his reluctance in using the term ‘Net Security
Provider’ and instead propagated the phrase, ‘Preferred Security Partner’.
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Probably the best articulation of this was put forward in May 2018 by his predecessor and then
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Sunil Lanba, while delivering a talk at the Vivekananda
International Foundation. Responding to questions, he stated that there were “dependencies” for
group members on China and also the “uncertainty” of America when push comes to shove. He
said, “So I don’t think there is [a] need for a military dimension to Quad… We are not going
down that route. And I don’t think there is [a] need to go down that route.”
Admiral Lanba further said, “What do you think a military dimension will achieve? India is the
only country in the Quad with a land border with China. In case of conflict... nobody will come
and hold your hand.” The validation for this observation manifested itself in 2020 in the
Himalayan ranges with a new normal now on the ground along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
and the trust between India and China along with the agreements that held it in tatters.
More recently, on several occasions External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, while terming the
Quad as a platform that looks at the future, has also echoed similar views.
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Speaking at the Raisina Dialogue in April, he categorically stated that Quad will not be an ‘Asian
NATO’ and added that “people need to get over this....” He had also highlighted 10 broad
subjects of cooperation including vaccine collaboration, climate action, emerging technologies,
resilient supply chains, semiconductors, disinformation, counterterrorism and maritime security
among others.
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The outcome of the first ever in-person meeting of Quad leaders in the U.S. on September 24
only reinforces this trend. The Quad countries have outlined cooperation in several important
areas including high technology; military cooperation and a mention of China were conspicuous
in their absence. Essentially, the Quad is taking shape as an organisation of broader
cooperation among the four countries, while AUKUS, for now, remains an organisation for highend military trade. This only gives further credence that the U.S. may be preparing Australia for
a greater military role in the Indo-Pacific.
Afghanistan has shown that New Delhi cannot depend on or tag along with anyone to protect its
national interests. Given the surprise and setback India received with the sudden exit of the
U.S., the country can ill-afford to lower its guard by taking AUKUS at face value. While working
with AUKUS through other platforms and advancing its own strategic cooperation with each of
the countries, India also needs to offset any fallout of the development which will only unfold in
the long term.
dinakar.peri@thehindu.co.in

Our code of editorial values
The plight of Indian women migrant workers in West Asia highlights the lack of gender-centric,
rights-based safeguards
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NS2, A WIN-WIN PROPOSITION?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

A road sign directs traffic towards the Nord Stream 2 gas line landfall facility entrance in Lubmin,
Germany on September 10, 2020. | Photo Credit: REUTERS
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While the Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline, the Iran-India undersea pipeline, and the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India pipeline remain pipe dreams, the Nord Stream 2
(NS2) running from Russia to Germany across the Baltic Sea is now complete despite
controversy. NS2’s manufacture began in 2016 and construction in 2018. The 1,224 km, $11billion underwater link is the shortest, most economical and environment-friendly route to double
Russia’s gas export to Germany. The pipeline offers stability to the strategically important
energy trade because Russia’s dependence on the European Union and vice-versa are
increased and this should promote realism.
Energy is never removed from politics. Russian authorities say NS2 can transport 55 billion
cubic meters of gas each year, cover the needs of about 26 million households, and restock
storage inventories, but both Germany and Russia are subject to conditions arising from a
compromise between the U.S. and Germany, and EU regulations.
Also read | U.S. to waive sanctions on firm behind Russia’s Nord Stream 2
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European gas prices have broken records this year, edging close to an unprecedented $1,000
per thousand cubic meters which places many industries and food supply chains under stress.
This is due to lack of viable alternatives to gas, low storage levels because of a severe winter
and the post-COVID-19 economic surge. Ukraine offered extra transit capacity for Russian gas
to Europe at 15 million cubic meters per day for October but Russia booked only 4.3% of this,
citing domestic demand. Some European politicians accuse Russia of pressure to expedite the
start of NS2, but the project needs European certification, which could take up to four more
months. Germany has yet to issue an operating licence, blandly stating that it would rule on this
next January.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel is accused, mainly by Poland and Ukraine, of weakening the
EU’s political unity and strategic coherence by giving Russia greater leverage through NS2.
Ukraine’s leadership is unhappy as it believes the pipeline is a Russian geopolitical weapon
aimed at depriving Ukraine of political traction and crucial revenue. These concerns have been
largely disregarded by the EU, which has refused to yield to the demands of a third party. What
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky has secured are assurances from the U.S. that it will
impose more sanctions if Russia abuses the advantages of its new pipeline and Germany’s
undertakings to help Ukraine develop its energy sector and exert pressure on Moscow to keep
its gas transiting through Ukraine even after the current contract ends in 2024. Russian
President Vladimir Putin has made it clear that this is acceptable but would depend on purchase
contracts from European customers.
Behind the argument of protecting Western interests against Russia, the Ukraine case is that if
Russia cuts its transportation of gas through Ukraine, Kiev would lose billions of dollars in transit
fees, and fears that Russia could reduce energy supplies by cutting those needed for Ukraine’s
own consumption. Ukraine has not diversified its economic fundamentals, whose viability is
dependent on Russia moving fossil fuels through its territory. But the loss of cheap money
gained through transit fees could in the long run benefit its economy.
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The completion of NS2 suggests that no third party can affect the project’s outcome. Any
flagrant violation of the commercial rationale of NS2 by Russia would enable Ukraine to invoke
the assurances it has been given; it is accordingly in Moscow’s interest to proceed in a manner
that avoids friction.
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To enable a consensus on NS2, Germany has promised assistance to Ukraine for development
of hydrogen energy, but such commitments are less robust in their detail; Berlin seems to offer a
modest €206 million as seed money to attract a potential corporate investment envisaged to be
€1 billion. President Zelensky considers this proposal inadequate, and his Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba has been forthright saying, “This country has learnt a number of bitter lessons
that Western promises are possibly unfulfilled. We do not believe in promises.”
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Despite the lack of certitudes in Germany’s financial promise, there is reason to take it seriously.
The German elections could result in a coalition including the Greens, in which case the Greens
might drop their opposition to NS2 in return for more substantial compensation for Ukraine.
Since the hydrogen option is environmentally friendly, this presents scope for accommodating
the requirements of German coalition politics and support for the Ukrainian budget and turning
NS2 into a win-win proposition. It’s an ill wind that blows nobody any good.
Krishnan Srinivasan is a former foreign secretary
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The plight of Indian women migrant workers in West Asia highlights the lack of gender-centric,
rights-based safeguards
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ONE-THIRD OF CHINA'S BELT AND ROAD PROJECTS
FACING MAJOR PROBLEMS: REPORT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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China is also using confidentiality clauses barring borrowers from revealing terms and conditions
of the engagement or even the existence of the debt itself
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At least one-third of China's ambitious Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects have run into major
implementation problems due to factors such as corruption scandals, labour violations,
environmental hazards, and public protests, Radio Free Asia reported citing a study by AidData.
As an example of one such project, Vietnam's first elevated railway line in Hanoi suffered from
years of delay with budget ballooning by more than 60 per cent of the original cost, according to
the report.
"Host country policymakers are mothballing these high-profile BRI projects because of
corruption and overpricing concerns, as well as major changes in public sentiment that make it
difficult to maintain close relations with China," said Brooke Russell, an associate director at
AidData and one of the other co-authors of the report.
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Meanwhile, the study also stated that these 'delays' in projects could be a part of Beijing's debttrap strategy.
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"Beijing seeks to bankroll projects in risky countries than other official creditors, but it is also
more aggressive than its peers at positioning itself at the front of the repayment line (via
collateralization)," AidData added.
Meanwhile, China is also using confidentiality clauses barring borrowers from revealing terms
and conditions of the engagement or even the existence of the debt itself.
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International Forum for Right and Security (IFFRAS), reported that recent joint research by the
Peterson Institute for International Economics, Kiel Institute for the World Economy and the
Centre for Global Development & Aid Data concluded that it uses these contracts to debt-trap
the borrowing nations.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
END

Page 32
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 33
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2021-11-07

‘CHINA STRENGTHENING CONNECTIVITY IN CHUMBI’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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China is strengthening connectivity and increasing its depth in Chumbi valley, close to India’s
strategic and vulnerable Siliguri corridor, also called Chicken’s Neck, according to official
sources. The area was recently termed “sensitive” by Lieutenant-General Manoj Pande, General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Army Command.
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In its just-released annual report 2021 to the U.S. Congress on military and security
developments involving the People’s Republic of China (PRC), the Department of Defence
(DoD) noted that despite the ongoing diplomatic and military dialogues to reduce border
tensions, the PRC has “continued taking incremental and tactical actions to press its claims at
the Line of Actual Control [LAC]”.
“China is building an alternative axis in the Chumbi valley, which is close to the Siliguri corridor.
They are increasing their depth by building roads through Bhutanese territory,” an official source
said. By this, it was securing its routes while putting pressure on the Siliguri corridor, which was
vital for India, two officials independently stated.
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Satellite images that came out last year had shown China building roads along the Torsa river
area through Bhutanese territory. In this context, the recent memorandum of understanding
(MoU) on a three-step road map between Bhutan and China to speed up their talks for boundary
resolution was significant and could have implications for India, a third defence official said.
The Siliguri corridor is a stretch of land bordering Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal. At the
narrowest, it is about 20-22 km.
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In a recent conversation, Lt. Gen. Pande said the geostrategic significance of the corridor came
about in terms of it being a narrow piece of land that connects the northeast to the rest of the
country, through which major national highways, railway lines, pipelines, Off-Shore Cable (OFC)
connectivity and the rest pass.
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Lt. Gen. Pande said the other aspect was the demography and its dynamics in that area and
“related challenges of radicalisation and separatist tendencies whose activities can be inimical to
our security interest”. “So, yes, the Siliguri corridor is sensitive to us,” he said.
On the efforts to address this issue, he said they were looking at a “whole of the nation
approach”, wherein not only the security forces, the military and certain other Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF), but also the Governments of the States around the Siliguri corridor and
Central agencies were all working together in a coordinated manner to “mitigate this threat in
normal times, the hybrid threat as and when it manifests as also during conflict conditions”.
“Only recently, we have set up a joint coordinating centre under the Army and that has proved to
be effective to coordinate actions of all agencies that work there,” he said. He said at the
national level, there was a thought process to look at alternative means in terms of economic
activities, etc., to mitigate this threat to the Siliguri corridor.
PLA recruitment drive
The Peoples Liberation Army (PLA) had conducted a month-long recruitment drive in Chumbi
valley of around 400 Tibetan persons in August, according to intelligence inputs. The aim was to
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recruit at least one Tibetan aged 18-40 an household into the PLA militia, one official said, citing
the inputs.
“The new recruits from Phari Dzong and Yatung will undergo one-year training at the PLA
facilities in Lhasa,” the official disclosed. After the training, they were likely to be deployed on the
India-China border, he added.
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On China’s continued build-up along the LAC, the DoD annual report revealed: “Sometime in
2020, the PRC built a large 100-home civilian village inside disputed territory between the PRC’s
Tibet Autonomous Region and India’s Arunachal Pradesh state in the eastern sector of the
LAC.” Responding to questions on the Chinese “model villages” close to the LAC, Lt. Gen.
Pande noted last month that the concern was the dual use, civil and military, of these villages.
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The DoD report said Beijing, asserting that its deployments close to the LAC were in response to
Indian provocation, had refused to withdraw any forces until India’s forces withdrew behind the
PRC’s version of the LAC and ceased infrastructure improvements in the area.
As of June 2021, India and China continued to maintain large-scale deployments along the LAC,
it stated.
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RISE, FALL AND RETURN OF TIGRAYAN REBELS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Africa, African Union (AU) and India
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When Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed ordered a military operation in Ethiopia’s northern Tigray
region in November 2020, he promised that it would be a short one. The trigger was a military
raid carried out by the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), an ethno-nationalist paramilitary
group-cum-political party, on a camp of federal soldiers. A year later, the TPLF has not only
recaptured Tigray but also moved south, towards Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s capital that hosts the
headquarters of the African Union. On November 5, the TPLF and eight other opposition groups,
including the Oromo Liberation Army, formed an alliance, the United Front of Ethiopian
Federalist and Confederalist Force, to oust Mr. Abiy’s government. Under pressure, Mr. Abiy has
declared a nationwide state of emergency and asked citizens to take up arms and join the fight
against the rebels.
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New rulers
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Mr. Abiy seemed to have underestimated the rebels when he launched the war. The TPLF,
which fought the military dictatorship in the 1970s and 1980s and headed the country’s ruling
coalition from 1991 to 2018, has been one of the most powerful political forces in Ethiopia.
Formed in the mid-1970s, the TPLF rose as a leftist ethno-nationalist group of Tigrayans against
the Derg, the Marxist military dictatorship of Mengistu Haile Mariam. In the 1970s, the TPLF,
aligned with the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (Eritrea was then part of Ethiopia), fought
against the Derg. Founded by 11 guerillas, the TPLF had some 2,000 fighters by 1978,
according to CIA estimates. In the 1980s, with support from the local people, it grew as the most
formidable military opponent of the Derg. When Ethiopia fell into a disastrous famine in 1983-85,
the TPLF was in the forefront of humanitarian works in Tigray, collaborating with international
agencies, while at the same time, turning up the political and military heat on the Derg.
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When the dictatorship of Mengistu collapsed in 1991, TPLF guerrillas were welcomed in Addis
Ababa as heroes. Ever since, the TPLF-led coalition, the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF), ruled the country through a mix of federalism and authoritarianism.
Ethiopia is a confederation of 10 provinces, which are largely divided on ethnic lines. The
Oromos and the Amharas, who together make up more than 60% of the population, are the
country’s two largest ethnic groups. The Tigrayans, who constitute the core of the TPLF, are the
third-largest group, making up some 7% of Ethiopia’s 115 million people.
Under the new system, local parties had some autonomy in the regions. At the federal level, the
EPRDF maintained its political monopoly. Meles Zenawi, the charismatic TPLF leader who
became Ethiopia’s President in 1991 and then Prime Minister in 1994 under the new
Constitution, oversaw the country’s transition from the military dictatorship to what he called
“ethnic federalism”. Under Zenawi’s rule, Ethiopia found relative peace with itself and started a
trajectory of economic modernisation and growth. This was the period when Africa’s second
most populous country demonstrated signs of economic transformation and political stability at
home, even as it was fighting a brutal border war with Eritrea.
As a leader who founded the EPRDF and led the rebellion that brought down the military regime,
Zenawi enjoyed popularity across regions and commanded loyalty within the ruling coalition. He
built a state whose levers were controlled by the TPLF and yet he could keep his coalition intact.
After Zenawi’s death in 2012, the ethnic and political contradictions started resurfacing. His
successor, Hailemariam Desalegn, found himself helpless as ethnic rebellions, especially by
Amhara and Oromo groups, intensified, challenging the federal authority. It was against this
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background that the EPRDF picked Mr. Abiy to lead the government in 2018. An ethnic Oromo,
the challenge before Mr. Abiy was to calm the ethnic nerves, ensure unity among the ruling elite
and put the country back on the track of growth and stability.
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Mr. Abiy was initially welcomed as a reformer. He lifted the state of emergency, granted amnesty
to thousands of political prisoners, lifted curbs on the media, legalised banned political outfits
and dismissed military and civilian leaders who were facing allegations of corruption and other
wrongdoing. He promised to strengthen “Ethiopia’s democracy” by holding free and fair
elections. PM Abiy also resumed talks with Eritrea, ended the war, which began in 1998, and
reached a final settlement. His reforms and peace-making earned him international recognition,
including the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize.
Domestic angle
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But most of Mr. Abiy’s reform measures had a domestic political angle. The political prisoners he
released had been detained by the TPLF regime. Most of the leaders arrested or sacked were
the TPLF’s old hands. Eritrea shares a long border with the Tigray region and the TPLF sees
Eritrea’s ruling party as a sworn enemy. When Mr. Abiy mobilised power in hands through a host
of political moves, the TPLF got sidelined. Mr. Abiy’s decision to dissolve the EPRDF, the TPLFled coalition, and float a new party, Prosperity Party, practically ended the TPLF’s reign in Addis
Ababa. The TPLF leadership, including former Deputy Prime Minister Debretsion Gebremichael,
retreated to Tigray. The party has a 12-member executive committee, comprising politicians,
ideologues and security czars, many veterans of the 1980s civil war. All of them are based in
Tigray.
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When Mr. Abiy decided to postpone elections in September 2020, citing COVID-19, the TPLF
called it a coup, and went ahead with regional polls in Tigray, in defiance of the federal
government. In November, the TPLF says, the government sent troops to the borders of Tigray
for an attack and that the rebels carried out a pre-emptive raid, following which Mr. Abiy
declared his war on Tigray. Later, the federal government labelled the TPLF a terrorist
organisation. Clearly, Mr. Abiy wanted to finish the TPLF as a political force.
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But it was easier hoped than done. Having been in power for 30 years, the TPLF had built a
national defence force with a sizeable number of Tigray men. The war had created fissures in
the military. To overcome this internal weakness, Mr. Abiy sought help from ethnic militias as
well as the Eritrean army. They ran over Tigray within a month and captured most of the region,
including its capital Mekele. On November 28, 2020, Mr. Abiy announced that “major military
operations were completed”. But the war was far from over.
For the TPLF, the mountainous region of Tigray is its home. The mountains protected them in
the 1970s and the 1980s from the wrath of the Derg. Once again, they regrouped in the
mountains and struck back. By June, the rebels inflicted a humiliating defeat on the government
troops, who had to withdraw from Tigray. And then, the TPLF has moved further south, seizing
more territories in neighbouring regions.
Mr. Abiy is now on the back foot. He wanted to crush the TPLF, but in course, he pushed the
whole country into a civil war. His troops and military allies, as well as the TPLF, face allegations
of war crimes. There are reports of Tigrayans being rounded up by federal police and troops in
Addis Ababa and elsewhere. Tigray, whose supplies and economic aid have been cut off by the
federal government, is on the brink of a famine. Still, both sides refuse to talk. Already facing a
credibility crisis and faced with not many good options, Mr. Abiy says he will “bury this enemy
with our blood and bones”. The “enemy”, on the other side, faces little pressure to hold talks
after the recent military victories. A bigger conflict seems to be brewing up in Ethiopia.
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In Focus
Formed in the mid-1970s, the TPLF rose as an ethno- nationalist group of Tigrayans
against the Derg, the Marxist military dictatorship
In 1991, a TPLF-led coalition toppled the military regime and established a transition
government. The coalition would stay in power until the rise of Abiy Ahmed
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Now, the TPLF, which controls Tigray, has joined forces with eight other opposition
groups to oust the government of Abiy
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INDIA AND US TO SET-UP JOINT WORKING GROUP IN
DEFENCE INDUSTRIAL SECURITY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

Key highlights:
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The Industrial Security Agreement (ISA) summit between India and the United States was held
between September 27to October 01, 2021 at New Delhi. The summit was organised to develop
protocol for the exchange of classified information between the defence industries of both the
nations. The Summit was led by Designated Security Authorities (DSAs) namely Shri Anurag
Bajpai and Mr David Paul Bagnati from Indian and US sides respectively.
The ISA was signed in December 2019 to facilitate the exchange of classified information
between the defence industries of both the countries. It was held to create a roadmap for the
implementation of the ISA. The DSAs also visited Indian defence industry in preparation for the
roadmap.During the summit, both the sides agreed in-principle to establish the Indo-US
Industrial Security Joint Working Group. This group will meet periodically to align the policies
and procedures expeditiously that will allow the defence industries to collaborate on cutting edge
defence technologies.

Key highlights:
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ABB/Nampi/DK/Savvy
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The Industrial Security Agreement (ISA) summit between India and the United States was held
between September 27to October 01, 2021 at New Delhi. The summit was organised to develop
protocol for the exchange of classified information between the defence industries of both the
nations. The Summit was led by Designated Security Authorities (DSAs) namely Shri Anurag
Bajpai and Mr David Paul Bagnati from Indian and US sides respectively.
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The ISA was signed in December 2019 to facilitate the exchange of classified information
between the defence industries of both the countries. It was held to create a roadmap for the
implementation of the ISA. The DSAs also visited Indian defence industry in preparation for the
roadmap.During the summit, both the sides agreed in-principle to establish the Indo-US
Industrial Security Joint Working Group. This group will meet periodically to align the policies
and procedures expeditiously that will allow the defence industries to collaborate on cutting edge
defence technologies.
ABB/Nampi/DK/Savvy
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INDIA COUNTERS CHINA IN SRI LANKA WITH $700
MILLION PORT DEAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka
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An Indian company entered into a $700 million deal Thursday to build a strategic deep-sea
container terminal in Sri Lanka, officials said, in a move seen as countering China's rising
influence in the region.
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The Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) said it signed an agreement with India's Adani Group to
build a brand-new terminal next to a $500-million Chinese-run jetty at the sprawling port in the
capital Colombo.
"The agreement worth more than $700 million is the largest foreign investment ever in the port
sector of Sri Lanka," the SLPA said in a statement.
It said Adani will enter into a partnership with a local conglomerate, John Keells, and the Sri
Lankan government-owned SLPA as a minority partner.
John Keells said it will have 34 percent of the company while Adani will have a 51 percent
controlling stake in the joint venture known as the Colombo West International Terminal.
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The new container jetty will be 1.4 kilometres in length, with a depth of 20 metres and an annual
capacity to handle 3.2 million containers.
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The first phase of the project with a 600-metre terminal is due to be completed within two years,
the company said. The terminal will revert to Sri Lanka ownership after 35 years of operation.
Plans to allow India into the strategic Colombo port goes back several years, but they were
scuttled in February when trade unions linked to the ruling coalition opposed giving New Delhi a
partially built terminal within the port.
Later, the government asked Indians to build a brand-new terminal adjoining the Chineseoperated Colombo International Container Terminal (CICT).
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Colombo is located in the Indian Ocean between the major hubs of Dubai and Singapore,
meaning influence at its ports is highly sought after.
Two Chinese submarines berthed at the CICT in 2014, sparking concerns in India which
considers neighbour Sri Lanka to be within its sphere of influence.
Since then, Sri Lanka has refused permission for more Chinese submarines to be stationed
there.
In December 2017, unable to repay a huge Chinese loan, Sri Lanka allowed China Merchants
Port Holdings to take over the southern Hambantota port, which straddles the world's busiest
east-west shipping route.
The deal, which gave the Chinese company a 99-year lease, raised fears about Beijing's use of
"debt traps" in exerting its influence abroad.
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India and the United States have also expressed concerns that a Chinese foothold at
Hambantota could give Beijing a military advantage in the Indian Ocean
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AT THE QUAD, FORMING HABITS OF COOPERATION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India
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The first in-person summit of the Quad powers — Australia, Japan, India and the United States
— has clearly advanced the work begun by the virtual summit in March. The September 24
meeting, hosted by U.S. President Joseph Biden, drew global attention both for its symbolism
and substance. The photograph showing the four leaders sitting behind separate desks
imaginatively placed in a circular format in the elegant East Room of the White House, conveyed
a signal of mutual warmth, purpose and resolve. It is necessary to critically analyse the summit’s
outcome in order to appreciate the development and formalisation of a new plurilateral and its
direction in the coming years.
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The opening remarks by the Quad leaders were remarkably succinct. Mr. Biden portrayed the
Quad as a group of democratic partners “who share a worldview and have a common vision for
the future”. Prime Minister Narendra Modi was confident that the Quad would “play the role of a
force for global good”.
The Quad could end up running out of steam
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Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison blended a preview of upcoming agreements with a
dose of sharp Aussie candour by laying stress on the point that the grouping wanted the IndoPacific region to “be always free from coercion”. It was a thinly-veiled criticism of China’s policy.
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga was the only participant who addressed the U.S.
President as “Joe”. He projected the Quad as “an extremely significant initiative”, designed to
promote “a free and open international order based on the rule of law in the Indo-Pacific”.
Another dig at Beijing.
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The joint statement issued following the summit, began with the compromise formulation crafted
last March, to emphasise the leaders’ commitment to “a free and open Indo-Pacific, which is
also inclusive and resilient”. Promoting security and prosperity in this region is the raison d’être
of the Quad, a goal to be achieved through practical cooperation among the four powers.
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The Washington summit added new areas of collaboration: infrastructure; cybersecurity and
space; education and people-to-people relations. On the first, the plan is to promote “sustainable
infrastructure”, with a stress on aligning the Quad with the G7’s Build Back Better World (B3W)
Partnership, based on the G20’s quality infrastructure investment principles. Here, the Quad can
focus on four key B3W elements: digital connectivity, climate, health security and gender
equality infrastructure. There was no mention of any specific projects or countries where they
are envisaged. However, the formation of an infrastructure coordination group composed of
senior officials was announced. It will map and coordinate infrastructure needs and catalyse
private-sector investment.
Also read | China can join Quad initiatives: Scott Morrison
On cybersecurity, the Quad will cooperate on combating cyber threats and securing critical
infrastructure. On the space front, the plan is to identify new collaboration opportunities,
especially sharing of data to monitor climate change, disaster response and preparedness, and
sustainable uses of ocean and marine resources. A senior cyber group and a new working
group on space will be established. On education, the Quad fellowship programme will award
100 graduates — 25 scholars from each Quad country — opportunities in leading STEM
(Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) programmes in the U.S. This is not a

Page 42
government programme but a philanthropic initiative.

With Quad tech plan, India further closes door to China firms
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The three working groups on vaccines, climate and emerging technologies established last
March, have reported progress. On vaccines, the Quad stands committed to donate over 1.2
billion doses globally, although only 79 million doses have been delivered so far. The production
of vaccines in India — with the target of “at least 1 billion doses” of COVID-19 vaccines by the
end of 2022 — is on track. Vaccines are slated for free distribution in the Indo-Pacific region,
beginning next February. Ample funding has been assured by Japan and Australia. Besides,
new measures are contemplated to conduct research and step-up preparedness to handle
future pandemics.
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The Quad working group on climate change has focused on three thematic areas: climate
ambition, clean-energy innovation, and climate adaptation and resilience. The Quad leaders
emphasised enhanced action for achieving global net-zero emissions preferably by 2050, with
an important caveat — “taking into account national circumstances” — added at India’s instance.
A Quad shipping task force has now been launched to build a green-shipping network and green
port infrastructure. As regards critical and emerging technologies, a slew of steps is under
consideration relating to 5G and beyond 5G networks; supply chains of critical minerals
including semiconductors; and emerging advances in biotechnology. To be successful, building
the supply chains will need expert resources and coordination from each country. A contact
group on Advanced Communications and Artificial Intelligence will focus on standardsdevelopment and foundational research.
Cooperation among the Quad members in the six areas mentioned will help the grouping to
address the economic and technological challenges posed by China.
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Editorial | Back in the game: Quad and India-U.S. ties
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But what of the pressing strategic, defence and maritime security aspects of the challenge?
Those will stay outside the formal framework of the Quad for now. Maritime security will continue
to be strengthened through bilateral 2+2 Ministerial tracks; the four-powers Malabar Exercise;
and other bilateral or trilateral arrangements such as AUKUS (the new trilateral security pact
between Australia, the United Kingdom and the U.S.). Defence cooperation will not be lowered
in priority; it will just be handled differently. The Quad wants a positive orientation, rather than be
seen as an ‘Asian NATO’.
Regionally, the Quad sees the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as “the heart of
the Indo-Pacific region”. Together with the small island States in the South Pacific, ASEAN
countries will stand to benefit from growing cooperation within the Quad. So will the European
Union (EU), whose new EU Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific was welcomed by the
four leaders. On Afghanistan, the decision to “closely coordinate” policies and next steps will be
watched as the U.S. comes under strong pressure to show flexibility towards the interim Taliban
government.
Quad will find no support, says China
The institutionalisation of the Quad has begun to gather speed. For India, this grouping is
critical. It is the first major plurilateral organisation in years where India is on the ground floor, an
equal partner of the new P4. It has much to contribute and leverage, beyond its market. This is
an opportunity for India to work with the advanced economies to “build habits of cooperation”,
while confronting the 21st century challenges in its Indo-Pacific neighbourhood
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Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House. He served as India’s envoy to Myanmar,
Mexico, Kenya and South Africa
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INDIA, AUSTRALIA SIGN ‘TERMS OF REFERENCE’ FOR
NAVY TO NAVY TALKS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia
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The Indian Navy and the Australian Navy on Wednesday signed the ‘Terms of Reference’ (ToR)
for the conduct of the navy to navy talks under the framework of the ‘Joint Guidance for the
India-Australia Navy to Navy Relationship’ document, signed by the two Navy Chiefs in August.
This is the first such document signed by the Indian Navy with any country.
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The document set the navy to navy talks as the principal medium for guiding the bilateral
cooperation, the Indian Navy said in a statement. “The document would be pivotal in
consolidating the shared commitment to promoting peace, security, stability and prosperity in the
Indo-Pacific region,” it stated.
The ToR detailed the modalities for engagement at various levels between the two navies and
streamlined the process, an official source said.
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The document provided flexibility for the implementation of separate agreements based on the
specific outcomes of the talks. The highlights of the document included close cooperation in
regional and multilateral fora, including Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), Western Pacific
Naval Symposium (WPNS) and Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA).
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REBELS AND RULERS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
ETHIOPIA CRISIS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Africa, African Union (AU) and India
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Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s year-long war on the rebels in the northern Tigray region
threatens to pull the whole country into a deadly civil war between the federal troops and several
ethnic militias. When the war began, Mr. Abiy, a Nobel peace laureate, wanted to oust the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), an ethnic paramilitary group-turned-political party, in Tigray
and install a friendly regional government. Within a month, he met his objectives and declared
that major combat operations were over. But retaining control over a rebellious region was
harder than ousting the rebels. Moreover, Mr. Abiy seemed to have overlooked Tigray’s complex
history. The mountainous region that shares a long border with Eritrea was the base of
resistance against the military dictatorship in the 1970-80s. The TPLF, which fought the Derg,
the military regime, for 16 years before ruling Ethiopia through a multiparty coalition for three
decades, was not an easy pushover. It retreated to the mountains, regrouped and hit back,
forcing the federal troops and their allies, including paramilitaries from Eritrea, to withdraw. Now,
after taking Tigray and key towns in neighbouring regions, the TPLF, joined by other militias, has
threatened to take Addis Ababa, the capital city that is home to five million people, “within
weeks”.
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In his attempt to shake up Ethiopia’s power structures and crush the former ruling elites, Mr.
Abiy has unleashed a series of events that he is no longer in a position to control. When the
country moved to a parliamentary system from military dictatorship in the early 1990s, it adopted
a model called “ethnic federalism” in which the regions, largely divided on ethnic lines, enjoyed
some autonomy, while the federal government, controlled by the TPLF, focused on national
unity, economic growth and defence. This model worked, at least for a decade, as Ethiopia,
Africa’s second most populous country that was devastated by a famine in 1983-85, emerged as
East Africa’s strongest economic powerhouse. But ethnic tensions started resurfacing late last
decade, and Mr. Abiy, an ethnic Oromo, was chosen to put the country back on the trajectory of
growth and stability. But his moves to sideline the TPLF triggered a bigger political crisis, which
eventually led to the war in Tigray. Mr. Abiy is now on the defensive. The move to take control of
Tigray has failed. If he stops the military operations now, it would be seen as weakness and the
rebels, emboldened by their recent victories and political support they gained from opposition
groups, could march southwards. An all-out civil war would be disastrous as it could open old
ethnic wounds. To avoid such a calamity, there has to be a mutually agreed upon ceasefire. But
neither side has shown any interest in talks. The international community, particularly the African
Union, should press both the rulers and the rebels to immediately end the fighting and start
talking.
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AUKUS COULD ROCK CHINA’S BOAT IN THE INDOPACIFIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India
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The trilateral security agreement between Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States
(AUKUS) continues to be in the news. At the COP26 meeting at Glasgow, U.S. President Joe
Biden tried to smoothen ruffled feathers when he candidly told his French counterpart, President
Emmanuel Macron, that the Australian submarine deal with France had been handled clumsily.
An assuaged France is bound to come around eventually since the Trans-Atlantic partnership is
important for both sides. In regard to Australia, however, the kerfuffle over the cancelled
submarine deal continues to dog relations. A piqued France harbours resentment at the
Australian action, going by Mr. Macron’s recent remarks at the G20 press conference on
November 1.
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There is also the matter of Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) disunity over the
emergence of AUKUS. The South-east Asian nations have been unable to agree on other
issues before, such as developments in Myanmar or the strategic threats posed by China. While
AUKUS is clearly an attempt by the U.S. to bolster regional security, including securing
Australia’s seaborne trade, any sudden accretion in Australia’s naval capabilities is bound to
cause unease in the region. In a statement on September 20, Australia had unambiguously
reassured the region of its commitment to ASEAN centrality and its continued support for the
South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone Treaty as well as the Treaty of Southeast Asia Nuclear
Weapon-Free Zone.
Explained | Will AUKUS upset the Indo-Pacific balance?
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Even though Australia has denied that AUKUS is a defence alliance, this hardly prevents China
from exploiting ASEAN’s concerns at having to face a Hobson’s choice amidst worsening U.S.China regional rivalry. True to style, the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman has criticised
AUKUS as an “exclusive bloc” and “clique” that gravely undermines regional peace and security
and reflects a Cold War mentality. AUKUS is based on a shared commitment of its three
members to deepening diplomatic, security and defence cooperation in the Indo-Pacific to meet
the challenges of the 21st century. Even though this has not been stated explicitly, the rise of
China, particularly its rapid militarisation and aggressive behaviour, is undoubtedly the trigger.
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As such, there is nothing surprising about the U.S., the U.K. and Australia coming together. The
U.S. and the U.K. have enjoyed a special defence partnership for decades. The U.S. and the
U.K. have fought together as allies, together with Australia, in the Second World War. The U.S.
shared nuclear weapons technology with the U.K. following the merging of the latter’s nuclear
weapons programme with the American Manhattan Project as early as in 1943. The first U.K.
test was conducted in 1952 in the Montebello Islands in Australia, a country that still regards the
British monarch as the head of state, whose powers are exercised constitutionally through her
representative, the Governor-General of Australia. To suggest that these three nations have
come together to forge a new defence pact is stating the obvious. They have been alliance
partners all along.
For three nations, their relations with China have recently been marked by contretemps.
Australia, especially, had for years subordinated its strategic assessment of China to
transactional commercial interests. Much to China’s chagrin, its policy of deliberately targeting
Australian exports has not yielded the desired results. Instead of kow-towing, the plucky
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Australian character has led Canberra to favour a fundamental overhaul of its China policy. The
attempt to torment Australia has clearly backfired.
The big deal behind the ruckus over AUKUS

m

That China’s naval expansion and far-ranging forays in the oceanic space should have
compelled Australia to revisit its defence and security policies should also not surprise anyone.
As early as in 1942, during the Second World War, three Japanese midget submarines,
launched from five large submarines that acted as launching platforms, had mounted a sneak
attack in Sydney Harbour. Though the damage and casualties inflicted by the attack were
limited, that brazen episode, combined by the bombing by Japanese warplanes of Darwin, also
in 1942, drove home to Australia that its distant geographical location could not guarantee its
security against a direct maritime threat.
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In 2017 and 2019, the Talisman Sabre exercises (a biennial exercise that is led by either
Australia or the U.S.), conducted by the Royal Australian Navy, were tagged by a Chinese
People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) Dongdiao-class Type 815 auxiliary general intelligence
(AGI) vessel. China also used the same type of vessel to monitor the multilateral Rim of the
Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise in 2018.
These developments, no doubt a portent of things to come, have cast a long shadow on
Australia’s trade and strategic interests.
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India is not a bystander in the AUKUS saga
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The transfer of sensitive submarine technology by the U.S. to the U.K. is a sui generis
arrangement based on their long-standing Mutual Defence Agreement of 1958. The AUKUS
joint statement clearly acknowledges that trilateral defence ties are decades old, and that
AUKUS aims to further joint capabilities and interoperability. The word “further” is key, since
defence cooperation already exists. The other areas covered are cyber capabilities, artificial
intelligence and quantum technologies, apart from undersea capabilities. The latter is the most
visible part of the agreement, and potentially, a game-changer.
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Elements in the broader agenda provide opportunities to the U.S., the U.K. and Australia to
engage the regional countries. There are clear indications that New Zealand is open to
cooperation with AUKUS in such areas, especially cyber, its nuclear-averse record
notwithstanding. All three nations will also play a major role in U.S.-led programmes such as
Build Back Better World, Blue Dot Network and Clean Network, to meet the challenge of China’s
Belt and Road Initiative.
The Quad and AUKUS are distinct, yet complementary. Neither diminishes the other. Whereas
the Quad initiatives straddle the Indian and the Pacific Oceans, a Pacific-centric orientation for
AUKUS has advantages. Such a strategy could potentially strengthen Japan’s security as well
as that of Taiwan in the face of China’s mounting bellicosity. Shifting AUKUS’s fulcrum to the
Pacific Ocean could reassure ASEAN nations. It could also inure AUKUS to any insidious
insinuation that accretion in the number of nuclear submarines plying the Indo-Pacific might
upset the balance of power in the Indian Ocean.
China’s potent military capacities must be taken seriously. China has a large and growing
undersea fleet, including attack submarines, both nuclear-powered and diesel-electric. China’s
naval power is enabling it to challenge U.S. dominance in the Pacific beyond the first island
chain. A U.S. that still boasts the world’s most powerful military is perhaps tempted to look at
effective means to militarily counter China. The Quad structure currently has neither the
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mandate nor the capability to achieve this. There are limited options in the economic arena with
China already having emerged as a global economic powerhouse. AUKUS, though, provides an
opportunity to the U.S. to place proxy submarine forces to limit China’s forays, especially in the
Pacific Ocean.
Sujan R. Chinoy, a former Ambassador, is currently the Director General of the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses. The views expressed are personal

m

Our code of editorial values

S.
co

The country’s existing laws are inadequate in dealing with climate change; India’s situation is
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Date : 2021-11-08

PM EXPRESSES HAPPINESS OVER SRINAGAR JOINS
UNESCO CREATIVE CITIES NETWORK (UCCN)
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has expressed happiness over Srinagar joining the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) with a special mention for its craft and folk art.
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In a tweet, the Prime Minister said;
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"Delighted that beautiful Srinagar joins the @UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) with a
special mention for its craft and folk art. It is a fitting recognition for the vibrant cultural ethos of
Srinagar. Congratulations to the people of Jammu and Kashmir."
Delighted that beautiful Srinagar joins the @UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) with a
special mention for its craft and folk art. It is a fitting recognition for the vibrant cultural ethos of
Srinagar. Congratulations to the people of Jammu and Kashmir.
***
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has expressed happiness over Srinagar joining the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) with a special mention for its craft and folk art.
In a tweet, the Prime Minister said;
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"Delighted that beautiful Srinagar joins the @UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) with a
special mention for its craft and folk art. It is a fitting recognition for the vibrant cultural ethos of
Srinagar. Congratulations to the people of Jammu and Kashmir."
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Delighted that beautiful Srinagar joins the @UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) with a
special mention for its craft and folk art. It is a fitting recognition for the vibrant cultural ethos of
Srinagar. Congratulations to the people of Jammu and Kashmir.
***
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BEIJING-LHASA KEY ROAD LINK COMPLETED
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Continuing its infrastructure build-up in Tibet, China has completed a key section of the BeijingLhasa expressway, a 295-km stretch from Lhasa to Nagqu. This section is located at an average
altitude of 4,500 metres above sea level, which Chinese state media have termed the world’s
highest expressway.
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In a separate development opposite the Central sector in Uttarakhand, the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) has set up surveillance equipment and cameras opposite the Kio Dhura pass,
according to intelligence inputs.
“Yellow balloon-shaped surveillance equipment are co-located with a windmill and solar panel at
the site,” according to inputs.
The Lhasa-Nagqu section is part of the G6 Beijing-Lhasa expressway and is the first
expressway linking Lhasa, the capital of the Tibet Autonomous Region to north Tibet. It also
connects the PLA’s Central Theatre Command with the Western Theatre Command which is
responsible for the border with India, an official source said.
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“An important stretch of the expressway between Nagqu to Yangbaijain of Lhasa-Nagqu section
was put into operational trial on August 21. On completion of Lhasa-Nagqu section, the driving
time between Lhasa and Nagqu has reduced from six hours to three hours,” an official source
said.
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The completed expressway will pass through seven major cities of China including Beijing,
Hebei, inner Mangolia, Ningxia, Gansu, Qinghai and Lhasa with an approximate length of 3,710
km, the official added.
In June, China had launched a high speed bullet train connecting Lhasa with Nyingchi, a
strategically located Tibetan town located close to Arunachal Pradesh.
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Continuing regular exercises in the area, the PLA has conducted two live firing exercises under
its Xinjiang Military District (XMD in the first week of September, officials said. The Artillery
regiment of 8 Mountain Infantry Division conducted live firing exercise employing PCL-181
155mm vehicle mounted howitzer guns in the high altitude plateau, an official said.
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UNESCO PICKS SRINAGAR AS ‘CREATIVE CITY’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

A carpet getting ready at a factory in Srinagar.AFP
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has picked
Srinagar among 49 cities as part of the creative city network under the Crafts and Folk Arts
category.
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“It is a proud moment for all of us. The process of nomination of Srinagar under the UNESCO
‘Creative City Network’ was undertaken and funded under the World Bank-funded Jhelum Tawi
Flood Recovery Project. This is the recognition of the historical crafts and arts of the city,” said
Chief Executive Officer, Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project (JTFRP), Abid Rashid Shah. The
inclusion is likely to pave way for the city to represent its handicrafts on the global stage through
UNESCO.
Only Jaipur (Crafts and Folk Arts) in 2015, Varanasi and Chennai (Creative city of Music) in
2015 and 2017 respectively have so far been recognised as members of the UCCN for creative
cities.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in a tweet, said, “Delighted that beautiful Srinagar joins the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network with a special mention for its craft and folk art. It is a fitting
recognition for the vibrant cultural ethos of Srinagar. Congratulations to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.”
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has picked
Srinagar among 49 cities as part of the creative city network under the Crafts and Folk Arts
category.
“It is a proud moment for all of us. The process of nomination of Srinagar under the UNESCO
‘Creative City Network’ was undertaken and funded under the World Bank-funded Jhelum Tawi
Flood Recovery Project. This is the recognition of the historical crafts and arts of the city,” said
Chief Executive Officer, Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery Project (JTFRP), Abid Rashid Shah.
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The inclusion is likely to pave way for the city to represent its handicrafts on the global stage
through UNESCO. “It’s a major recognition for Jammu and Kashmir,” Dr. Shah said.
The network involves folk art, media, film, literature, design, gastronomy and media arts.
Srinagar was among one more city from India competing for the coveted recognition this year.
The dossier for its nomination was filed first in 2019 and then again in 2021.
Only Jaipur (Crafts and Folk Arts) in 2015, Varanasi and Chennai (Creative city of Music) in
2015 and 2017 respectively have so far been recognised as members of the UCCN for creative
cities.
“Credit must go to the JTFRP and the Department of Industries and line departments for taking
up the task positively. Consultants were hired and work was taken up to complete all the
requirements,” said Director, Technical, Planning and Coordination, JTFRP, Iftikhaar Hakeem.
Mahmood Ahmad Shah, Director, Industries, said Srinagar has made it to the elite list. “This
nomination is the global recognition to the rich craft legacy of Srinagar,” Mr. Shah said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in a tweet, said, “Delighted that beautiful Srinagar joins the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network with a special mention for its craft and folk art. It is a fitting
recognition for the vibrant cultural ethos of Srinagar. Congratulations to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.”
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CHINA EXPORTS WARSHIP TO PAK., TO BE
DEPLOYED IN INDIAN OCEAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Naval matters:Four Type 054A frigates are being constructed for the Pakistan
Navy.Representative image
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China on Monday delivered to Pakistan’s Navy what its official media described as the “most
advanced” Chinese warship ever exported, which is to be deployed by Pakistan in the Indian
Ocean.
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The delivery of the Type 054A frigate is the latest example of increasingly close military
cooperation, which many Chinese and Pakistani analysts see as aimed at bolstering Pakistani
capabilities in an effort to balance India in the region.
Pakistan’s envoy to China, Moin Ul Haque, told the Communist Party-run newspaper Global
Times on Tuesday that the commissioning of the frigate “in the context of the overall security
paradigm of the region” would “strengthen Pakistan Navy’s capabilities to respond to maritime
challenges to ensure seaward defence, maintain peace, stability and balance of power in the
Indian Ocean region”.
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PNS Tughril
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The newspaper quoted the China State Shipbuilding Corporation (CSSC), which designed and
built the frigate, as saying the warship was delivered to the Pakistan Navy in a commissioning
ceremony in Shanghai.

It has been named PNS Tughril by the Pakistani Navy, and it is “the first hull of four Type 054
frigates being constructed for the Pakistan Navy”, the Pakistan Navy told the newspaper,
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“Being equipped with state-of-the-art combat management and an electronic warfare system
along with modern self-defence capabilities, the Type 054A/P frigate can simultaneously
execute a number of naval warfare missions in a highly intense multi-threat environment,” it
added.
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QUAD LEADERS DRAW UP TECH PLAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Future calling:The four countries said they would promote a diverse, resilient and secure
telecommunications ecosystem.HECTOR RETAMAL
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Friday’s Quad summit of the leaders of India, Australia, Japan and the U.S. in Washington saw
the four countries for the first time outline joint principles on technology, underlining their
ambition to work more closely together in developing common standards in particularly critical
technologies of the future.

S.
co

While China did not find explicit mention in any of the Quad statements, its presence still loomed
large in many of the outcomes, including in the first Quad “Principles on Technology Design,
Development, Governance, and Use” document which said the four countries would ensure that
technology “should be shaped by our shared democratic values and respect for universal human
rights”.
Not to be misused

IA

The joint principles said technology should be “developed through a multi-stakeholder approach
that is adaptive and dynamic and aligns with universal values, including respect for freedom of
expression and privacy” and “should not be misused or abused for malicious activities such as
authoritarian surveillance and oppression, for terrorist purposes, or to disseminate
disinformation”.
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The technology document followed the Quad setting up a new critical and emerging
technologies working group in March, focusing on technical standards, 5G diversification and
deployment and technology supply chains.
At Friday’s summit, it was agreed that the four countries will also establish contact groups on
Advanced Communications and Artificial Intelligence “focusing on standards-development
activities as well as foundational pre-standardisation research”.

cr

Another key planned initiative is to launch a semiconductor supply chain initiative “to map
capacity, identify vulnerabilities and bolster supply-chain security for semiconductors and their
vital components”.
5G deployment

On 5G deployment and diversification, the four countries said they would promote “a diverse,
resilient and secure telecommunications ecosystem” and launch an industry dialogue aimed at
jointly facilitating “enabling environments for 5G diversification, including with efforts related to
testing and test facilities”.
The Quad initiatives further underline India’s sharp move away from Chinese telecom firms,
which played a major role in the roll-out of 3G and 4G and came to see India as among their
biggest overseas markets.
In May, India indicated it would not include Chinese telecom firms in 5G trials, with the
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) giving permission to several Telecom Service
Providers (TSPs) to conduct 5G trials but leaving out Huawei and ZTE, which had hoped to
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participate.
China at the time expressed “concern and regret that Chinese telecommunications companies
have not been permitted to conduct 5G trials with Indian Telecom Service Providers in India”.
India last year put in place stricter curbs to scrutinise investments from China, particularly the
acquisition of stakes in the tech sector which saw a surge from 2014 onwards, led by Alibaba
and Tencent.
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Some of the curbs were announced in April 2020, prior to the Line of Actual Control (LAC) crisis
that erupted in May. Following the border crisis, which remains unresolved, Delhi has made
clear that trade and investment cannot carry on as normal.
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CHINA'S LEADER XI JINPING WARNS AGAINST 'COLD
WAR' IN INDO-PACIFIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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WELLINGTON : Chinese President Xi Jinping warned Thursday against letting tensions in the
Indo-Pacific cause a relapse into a Cold War mentality.
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His remarks on the sidelines of the annual summit of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
forum came weeks after the U.S., Britain and Australia announced a new security alliance in the
region which would see Australia build nuclear submarines. China has harshly criticized the
deal.
Xi spoke in a pre-recorded video to a CEO Summit at APEC, which is being hosted by New
Zealand in a virtual format. Xi is scheduled to participate in an online meeting with other Pacific
Rim leaders including U.S. President Joe Biden on Saturday.
In his speech, Xi said attempts to draw boundaries in the region along ideological or geopolitical
lines would fail.
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“The Asia-Pacific region cannot and should not relapse into the confrontation and division of the
Cold War era," Xi said.
Xi also said the region should make sure to keep supply lines functioning and to continue
liberalizing trade and investment.
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“China will remain firm in advancing reform and opening up so as to add impetus to economic
development," he said.
The most pressing task in the region is to make an all-out effort to fight the pandemic and to
emerge from its shadow as soon as possible, he said.
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In all, APEC members account for nearly 3 billion people and about 60% of the world’s GDP. But
deep tensions run through the unlikely group of 21 nations and territories that include the U.S.,
China, Taiwan, Russia, and Australia.
China claims vast parts of the South China Sea and other areas and has moved to establish a
military presence, building islands in some disputed areas as it asserts its historic claims.
Both Taiwan and China have applied to join a Pacific Rim trade pact, the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership, with Beijing saying it will block Taiwan’s
bid on the basis that the democratically governed island refuses to accept that it’s part of
communist-ruled China.
And it remains unclear whether all APEC members will support a bid by the U.S. to host the
2023 round of APEC meetings.
New Zealand's Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta said Wednesday that APEC was founded on
consensus and that there was not yet a confirmed host for 2023.
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Officials say they have made significant progress during some 340 preliminary meetings leading
up to this week's leaders' meeting. APEC members have agreed to reduce or eliminate many
tariffs and border holdups on vaccines, masks and other medical products important to fighting
the pandemic.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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XI WARNS AGAINST COLD WAR IN ASIA-PACIFIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Note of caution:Chinese President Xi Jinping delivering a speech for the APEC CEO Summit via
video on Thursday.AP
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Chinese President Xi Jinping warned on Thursday against letting tensions in the Asia-Pacific
region cause a relapse into a Cold War mentality.
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His remarks on the sidelines of the annual summit of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum came weeks after the U.S., Britain and Australia announced a new security
alliance in the region which would see Australia build nuclear submarines. China has harshly
criticised the deal.
And in a separate illustration of strains within APEC, one Southeast Asian delegate said the
group had so far failed to reach agreement on a U.S. bid to host the 2023 summit due to unmet
demands from Russia.
Online meeting
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Mr. Xi spoke in a pre-recorded video to a CEO Summit at APEC, which is being hosted by New
Zealand in a virtual format. Mr. Xi is scheduled to participate in an online meeting with other
Pacific Rim leaders, including U.S. President Joe Biden on Saturday.
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In his speech, Mr. Xi said attempts to draw boundaries in the region along ideological or
geopolitical lines would fail. His reference to the Cold War echoes Beijing’s oft-stated position
that the U.S. should abandon that way of thinking in dealing with China.
“The Asia-Pacific region cannot and should not relapse into the confrontation and division of the
Cold War era,” Mr. Xi said.
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He added the region should make sure to keep supply lines functioning and to continue
liberalising trade and investment. “China will remain firm in advancing reform and opening up so
as to add impetus to economic development.” The most pressing task in the region is to make
an all-out effort to fight the pandemic and to emerge from its shadow as soon as possible, he
said. Meanwhile, the Southeast Asian delegate, who spoke on the condition of anonymity
because they weren’t authorised to publicly discuss the issue, said Russia had refused to
support the U.S. bid unless some of its diplomats were removed from a U.S. blacklist or allowed
to enter the U.S. to participate in the APEC meetings.
Russia’s demands
The delegate said the U.S. is unlikely to agree to Russia’s demands because issues involving
America’s security are considered “non-negotiable”. The delegate added that China had stayed
silent on the U.S. offer.
If the 21 APEC leaders fail to reach a consensus on the U.S. bid by Friday, the delegate said, a
paragraph in a draft of the summit communique welcoming the U.S. offer would have to be
deleted.

Page 59
New Zealand’s Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta said earlier this week that APEC was founded
on consensus and that there was not yet a confirmed host for 2023.
Human rights lawyer Amal Clooney also spoke at the CEO summit, saying she believed that
liberal democracies could improve global human rights by pressuring autocratic nations. She
said businesses also needed to play a role.
“If you can’t battle evil, you can at least try to tackle apathy,” Ms. Clooney said.
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In all, APEC members account for nearly 3 billion people and about 60% of the world’s GDP. But
deep tensions run through the unlikely group of 21 nations and territories that include the U.S.,
China, Taiwan, Russia, and Australia.
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Many of the countries in Asia endeavour to balance Chinese and U.S. influences on the
economic and geopolitical fronts.
China claims vast parts of the South China Sea and other areas and has moved to establish a
military presence, building islands in some disputed areas as it asserts its historic claims.
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UNDEFINED ROLE: ON INDIA-AFGHANISTAN
BILATERAL RELATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan
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By holding the Third Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan, chaired by NSA Ajit Doval this
week, New Delhi has sent out three strong messages: one, that it wishes to remain an important
and engaged player in the future of Afghanistan; second, that with the exit of U.S.-NATO troops,
the ideal solution to the situation is through consensus in Afghanistan’s extended neighbourhood
including Russia; and third, that the Afghan humanitarian crisis should be the region’s immediate
priority and political differences can be set aside to help. It is the last message that spurred New
Delhi to invite the NSAs from China and Pakistan, despite the LAC standoff and deep
differences with the Imran Khan government over Kashmir and cross-border terrorism. By
declining the invitation, Beijing and Islamabad have made it clear that they do not intend to
assist India in its Afghan engagement, further demonstrated by the Khan government’s
churlishness in refusing India road access to send wheat and medicines to Kabul. To that end,
the Delhi Declaration issued by the eight participating nations, including Iran and Russia, is a
milestone in keeping India inside the discussion on Afghanistan. The declaration goes farther
than the previous such regional discussion of SCO countries in Dushanbe in September, in its
strong language on terrorism, terror financing and radicalisation. It also expands on the need for
an inclusive government in Kabul that will replace the Interim Taliban regime, and promotes a
national reconciliation process.

cr

ac
k

IA

While the consensus over the Delhi Declaration is a creditable feat, it does not paper over all the
differences between India and the other countries over their far stronger engagement with
Kabul. For instance, Turkmenistan sent a Ministerial delegation to discuss connectivity with the
Taliban, while Uzbekistan accorded the visiting Taliban Deputy PM full protocol and discussed
trade, transit and the construction of a railway line. Russia and Iran still maintain their embassies
in Kabul, and a “Troika-plus” U.S.-China-Russia-Pakistan engagement is taking place with the
Taliban Foreign Minister, in Islamabad this week. With the “normalisation” of ties with the
Taliban regime growing, New Delhi must now consider how far it wishes to go in its engagement
with Afghanistan. On the one hand, India has publicly held talks with Taliban officials twice and
expressed solidarity with Afghans, but on the other has refused practically all visa seekers,
made no monetary contribution to the humanitarian crisis there, and has made no bid to
continue with plans for trade and connectivity with Afghanistan. India’s desire to lead the
discussion on Afghanistan’s destiny, as demonstrated by the NSA dialogue, is a worthy goal for
a regional leader, but can only be fulfilled once the Government defines more clearly what it
wants its Afghan role to be, despite all its differences with the regime now in power.
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INDIA HAS NOT ACCEPTED CHINA'S ILLEGAL
OCCUPATION OF TERRITORY: CENTRE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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The govt said that India keeps a constant watch on all developments having a bearing on its
security and takes all the necessary measures to safeguard its sovereignty and territorial
integrity
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After the US released a report stating that Beijing has built a large village in disputed territory in
the Arunachal Pradesh, the Indian government on Thursday said that it has not accepted the
illegal occupation of its territory by China.
“China has undertaken construction activities in the past several years along the border areas,
including in the areas that it has illegally occupied over decades. India has neither accepted
such illegal occupation of our territory nor has it accepted the unjustified Chinese claims," said
the ministry of external affairs.
"The government has always conveyed its strong protest to such activities through diplomatic
means and will continue to do so in the future," it added.
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Further, external affairs ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said that India keeps a constant
watch on all developments having a bearing on its security and takes all the necessary
measures to safeguard its sovereignty and territorial integrity.
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He also said that India too stepped up infrastructure development including construction of roads
and bridges in areas along the border with China.
"The government remains committed to the objective of creating infrastructure along the border
areas for the improvement of livelihood of its citizens, including in Arunachal Pradesh," he said.
Bagchi said India has taken note of the US Department of Defence report to the US Congress
that made a reference to construction activities by the Chinese side along the India-China border
areas.
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The Pentagon had said in a report earlier this month China built a large 100-home civilian village
inside disputed territory between the Chinese Tibet Autonomous Region and India's Arunachal
Pradesh state in the eastern sector of the LAC.
"These and other infrastructure development efforts along India-China have been a source of
consternation in the Indian government and media," it said.
According to the report, at the height of the border standoff between China and India in 2020,
the Chinese Army installed a fibre-optic network in remote areas of the western Himalayas to
provide faster communications and increased protection from foreign interception.
The PLA field commanders view near-real-time intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance
and situational data as well as redundant and reliable communications as essential to
streamlining decision-making processes and shortening response timelines, it said.
The eastern Ladakh border standoff between the Indian and Chinese militaries erupted on 5
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May last year following a violent clash in the Pangong lake areas and both sides gradually
enhanced their deployment by rushing in tens of thousands of soldiers as well as heavy
weaponry.
The tension escalated following a deadly clash in Galwan Valley on 15 June last year.
As a result of a series of military and diplomatic talks, the two sides completed the
disengagement process in the north and south banks of the Pangong lake in February and in the
Gogra area in August.
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The last round of military talks on 10 October ended in a stalemate following which both sides
blamed each other for the impasse.
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NAM AT 60 MARKS AN AGE OF INDIAN ALIGNMENT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: NAM and its relevance

Representatives attend the commemorative meeting to mark the 60th anniversary of the NonAligned Movement in Belgrade, Serbia on October 11, 2021. | Photo Credit: REUTERS
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The birth anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru this month and the 60th anniversary of the NonAligned Movement prompt reflection on Nehru’s major contribution to the field of international
relations. The concept of not aligning a country’s policy with others can be traced to the
Congress of Vienna (1814-15) when the neutrality of Switzerland, by which that country would
keep out of others’ conflicts, was recognised.
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What is in a NAM and India’s alignment
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Mahatma Gandhi, icon of Indian Independence, believed in non-violent solutions and spirituality,
with India having a civilising mission for mankind which accorded well with Nehru’s desire to
innovate in world politics and his conception of modernity. In 1946, six days after Nehru formed
the national government, he stated, “we propose... to keep away from the power politics of
groups aligned against one another... it is for One World that free India will work.” Nehru, the
theoretician, saw world problems as interlinked; not a binary of right and wrong, but as a
practical person, his instructions to delegates at international meetings were to consider India’s
interests first, even before the merits of the case; this was the paradox of a moral orientation in
foreign policy and the compulsions of the real world.
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In essence, Indian non-alignment’s ideological moorings began, lived and died along with
Nehru’s idealism, though some features that characterised his foreign policy were retained to
sustain diplomatic flexibility and promote India while its economic situation improved sufficiently
to be described as an ‘emerging’ power. Nehru was opposed to the conformity required by both
sides in the Cold War, and his opposition to alliances was justified by American weapons to
Pakistan from 1954 and the creation of western-led military blocs in Asia. Non-alignment was
the least costly policy for promoting India’s diplomatic presence, a sensible approach when India
was weak and looked at askance by both blocs, and the best means of securing economic
assistance from abroad. India played a lone hand against colonialism and racism until many
African states achieved independence after 1960.
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India played a surprisingly prominent role as facilitator at the 1954 Geneva Peace Conference
on Indochina, whereafter non-alignment appeared to have come of age. The difficulty was
always to find a definition of this policy, which caused a credibility gap between theory and
practice. In the early years, there was economic dependence on donor countries who were
nearly all members of western military pacts. Indian equidistance to both Koreas and both
Vietnams was shown by India recognising neither; yet it recognised one party in the two Chinas
and two Germanies, and the Treaty of peace, friendship and cooperation between India and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics of 1971, fashioned with the liberation war of Bangladesh in
view, came dangerously close to a military alliance,
When Yugoslavia and Egypt became non-aligned by defying the great powers and convened the
first Summit Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961, Nehru, who never endorsed
confrontational methods, became a third but hesitant co-sponsor, because in theory, a coalition
or movement of non-aligned nations was a contradiction in terms. According to then Defence
Minister Krishna Menon’s epigram, true non-alignment was to be non-aligned towards the nonaligned. Nehru’s misgivings were confirmed when only two members, Cyprus and Ethiopia, of
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the conference supported India in the war with China. Among the Non-Aligned Movement’s
members was a plenitude of varying alignments, a weakness aggravated by not internalising
their own precepts of human rights and peaceful settlement of disputes on the grounds of not
violating the sacred principle of sovereign domestic jurisdiction. Other failures were lack of
collective action and collective self-reliance, and the non-establishment of an equitable
international economic or information order. The Movement could not dent, let alone break, the
prevailing world order.
India calls on Non-Aligned Movement to lead efforts to combat terrorism
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The years following Nehru’s death saw the atrophy of his idealism, and non-alignment during his
successors moved from pragmatism under Indira Gandhi and opportunism after the dissolution
of the former Soviet Union, to the semi-alignment of today. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
party, by ideology, inclination and threat perception, is inclined to greater alignment with the
United States whether under the nebulous rubric of the Indo-Pacific or otherwise.
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The Centre for Policy Research produced a document in 2012 titled ‘Non-alignment Mark 2.0’
which left no trace; the same body’s paper, ‘A rethink of foreign policy’, this year elides it
altogether. Every international organisation has a shelf life, though many survive for years in
semi-neglect. The League of Nations was given the coup de grâce after seven years of inactivity
only in 1946, even after the United Nations had come into being. The Commonwealth will last
only as long as the British find it useful. It is hard to see any future for Brazil-Russia-India-ChinaSouth Africa (BRICS) or its various institutional offspring, given the state of India-China relations.
The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has faded into oblivion. Few
among even our serving diplomats could tell what transpired at the last Non-aligned Conference
or where the next will be held, while the symbolic anniversary, unanimously agreed upon in 1981
of ‘The First September, Day of Non-alignment’, has come and gone unnoticed.
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Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign Secretary
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Rather than making a radical break and realigning social relations, it seems intended to sustain
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QUAD FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM: ALL YOU NEED TO
KNOW
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India
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Noting the excellent progress made by the Quad, US President Joe Biden on Friday announced
a new "fellowship" for the students of the member countries to pursue advanced degrees in
"stem programs" here in the United States.
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In his opening remarks at Quad Leaders' Summit, Biden said this is a grouping of democratic
partners who share a world view and have a common view for the future, "coming together to
take on key challenges of our age."
-To build ties among the next generation of scientists and technologists, Quad partners are
proud to announce the Quad Fellowship: a first-of-its-kind scholarship program, operated and
administered by a philanthropic initiative and in consultation with a non-governmental task force
comprised of leaders from each Quad country.
-This program will bring together exceptional American, Japanese, Australian, and Indian
masters and doctoral students in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics to study in
the United States.
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-This new fellowship will develop a network of science and technology experts committed to
advancing innovation and collaboration in the private, public, and academic sectors, in their own
nations and among Quad countries.
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-The program will build a foundational understanding among Quad Scholars of one another’s
societies and cultures through cohort-wide trips to each Quad country and robust programming
with each country’s top scientists, technologists, and politicians. The Quad will:
Launch the Quad Fellowship:

The Fellowship will sponsor 100 students per year—25 from each Quad country—to pursue
masters and doctoral degrees at leading STEM graduate universities in the United States.
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-It will serve as one of the world’s leading graduate fellowships; but uniquely, the Quad
Fellowship will focus on STEM and bring together the top minds of Australia, India, Japan, and
the United States.
-Schmidt Futures, a philanthropic initiative, will operate and administer the fellowship program in
consultation with a non-governmental taskforce, comprised of academic, foreign policy, and
private sector leaders from each Quad country.
-Founding sponsors of the fellowship program include Accenture, Blackstone, Boeing, Google,
Mastercard, and Western Digital, and the program welcomes additional sponsors interested in
supporting the Fellowship.
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RUSSIA STARTS SUPPLYING S-400 AIR DEFENSE
SYSTEMS TO INDIA: REPORT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

The S-400 has already entered service in China and Turkey
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Russia has started delivering the S-400 Triumf surface-to-air missile systems to India, the
deliveries are going as planned, Director of the Federal Service for Military-Technical
Cooperation (FSMTC) Dmitry Shugaev told Sputnik ahead of the Dubai Airshow.
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"The supplies of the S-400 air defense system to India have started and are proceeding on
schedule," Shugaev said.
The S-400 has already entered service in China and Turkey. Russia and India signed a contract
on the delivery of S-400s in October, 2018.
In August, the head of Russia's state arms exporter Rosoboronexport, Alexander Mikheev, told
Sputnik that negotiations on the supply of S-400 air defense systems were underway with seven
countries in the Middle East, the Asia-Pacific region and Africa.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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HISTORY LESSONS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
SHIFTING CHINESE POLITICS UNDER XI JINPING
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Following a meeting of its Central Committee last week, China’s Communist Party passed what
it called a “Resolution on the Major Achievements and Historical Experience of the Party over
the Past Century”. Ostensibly about the past, it still holds enormous significance for China’s
future. This is only the third such resolution passed by the party in its 100-year history. The
previous two resolutions, passed by Mao Zedong in 1945 and Deng Xiaoping in 1981, marked
important inflection points in China’s politics, and established them as the dominant leaders of
their respective generations. The full text of the latest resolution has not been made public, but a
5,000 word communiqué issued after the closure of the four-day plenum gives a flavour. It heaps
praise on the contributions of Mao, Deng and current leader Xi Jinping. It differs in one key
aspect from the previous resolution of 1981, which acknowledged Mao’s mistakes that led to the
Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), by describing the history of the party as one without flaws.
“Looking back on the party’s endeavours over the past century,” it surmises, “we can see why
we were successful in the past and how we can continue to succeed in the future.”
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Explaining why the party saw the need for a new historical resolution, the communiqué said the
party wanted to “strengthen our consciousness of the need to maintain political integrity, think in
big-picture terms, follow the leadership core, and keep in alignment with the central party
leadership”. The latest communiqué implicitly criticised the collective leadership model that Deng
bequeathed his successors and enabled three peaceful transfers of power, praising Mr. Xi’s
“core” leadership for having “solved many tough problems... never resolved and accomplished
many things that were wanted but never got done”. It also called for “resolutely upholding Xi
Jinping’s core position on the Central Committee and in the Party... and upholding the Central
Committee’s authority... to ensure that all Party members act in unison”. The significance of the
1945 and 1981 resolutions lay not in their reflections on the past but in how they would change
the exercise of power, bringing dramatic consequences for China’s future. The first established
Mao’s ideology as the party’s guiding ideology. By doing so, it made it heresy to question Mao
and paved the way for the creation of his disastrous personality cult. In 1981, Deng too
established his dominance, but used his power to bring an end to rule by ideology, instead
turning the party’s attention to development and bringing China to its era of reform and opening
up. Now, 40 years after Deng, as China’s current leader looks to write his place in the party’s
history, the past might be held in reverence, but it will not be allowed to dictate the contours of
the future when the country prepares to take yet another political turn.
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STRIDING BACK INTO THE AFGHAN THEATRE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan
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Amidst the multiple messages that New Delhi wished to send out by convening ‘The Third
Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan’ on November 10 — a National Security Adviser
(NSA)-level meet — one stands out: that despite the current absence of an on-ground presence
in the country, India continues to matter in Afghan affairs. To ensure that this thought was
acknowledged by the Indian political and strategic classes as well as the region, Indian officials,
in their background briefings, emphasised that India’s invitation was accepted by countries that
have significant stakes in Afghanistan — Russia, Iran and all the five Central Asian Republics
(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan). They correctly downplayed
Pakistan’s outright refusal to join the meeting and China’s lame excuse for its absence. Indeed,
in the context of the present state of Sino-Indian ties and Pakistan’s obsession of keeping India
away from Afghanistan, neither country’s decision was surprising.
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There is little doubt that the initiative succeeded in demonstrating that many regional countries
accept that India has legitimate concerns relating to Afghanistan. The Delhi Declaration that
emerged from the deliberations of the National Security Advisers/Secretaries of the National
Security Councils of the participating states shows that all these countries share similar
concerns which are also widely held in the international community. The Delhi Declaration
demanded that Afghan soil is not used to spread terrorism or extremist ideologies. It called for a
control on the production of Afghan opium. It reflected the widely held view that the Taliban have
to conform to acceptable standards of behaviour on gender issues and minority rights. The
Declaration also called for the formation of “an open and truly inclusive government” that was
“representative of the will of the Afghan people” and had the participation of “all sections of
society” in its “administrative and political structure”. This is a laudable objective, but is it
realistic? The hard fact is that the Taliban achieved a military victory and unlike in the 1990s now
control all of Afghanistan. Is any neighbour of Afghanistan willing to nurture a long-lasting
insurgency to effectively pressure the Taliban?
Editorial | Undefined role: On India-Afghanistan bilateral relations
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All the participants of the Delhi Dialogue except India have open contacts with the Taliban even
if some of them consider the Taliban to be a negative political force. It is, therefore, likely that
despite this clarion collective call for an inclusive government, these states will ultimately
individually settle for a Taliban government that will show a degree of responsiveness on gender
issues and minority rights, including of ethnic minorities. Even more they will look for how the
Taliban are addressing their individual concerns on specific terrorist groups that target them.
The Russian press statement after the Delhi Declaration itself reveals that each country will act
not on the basis of common positions in this document but in keeping with its interests.
It is here that Indian policymakers are still struggling to accept the consequences and realities of
the great change that took place in Afghanistan on August 15, when Afghanistan President
Ashraf Ghani fled from Kabul and the Taliban rolled in. This far-reaching development eroded
the very basis of India’s Afghan policy. It required an immediate re-assessment of the regional
situation and nimble, quick and comprehensive action with salience given to strategic
considerations. It needed a ruthlessly cold ‘all of political and strategic classes’ approach
unaffected by political considerations of any nature. Almost three months later this is still not
discernible. And, the Delhi meeting, while serving a small diplomatic purpose, will not contribute
to addressing the vast challenges that India now faces in its entire western neighbourhood,
especially Afghanistan.
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Afghanistan MP says India turned its back on people of Afghanistan
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Pakistan has avoided its mistake of the 1990s, of giving formal diplomatic recognition to the
Taliban. It is however acting in a manner with the group’s government, which it helped put
together, as it would have with a ‘recognised’ administration. It is no coincidence that the day the
Delhi Dialogue was convened, the acting Afghan Foreign Minister, Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi,
reached Islamabad leading a high-level delegation. In India’s absence in Kabul, Pakistan has a
free hand. As it is with its deep and abiding relations with the Taliban it has a unique and
enduring advantage. But should that mean that India ignores Afghanistan altogether and
confines itself to only covert contacts with the Taliban? There has been no repeat of a Doha-like
meeting between the Indian Ambassador and senior Taliban officials.
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India will have to play a multi-faceted diplomatic game to safeguard and promote its interests in
Afghanistan and the region. It cannot join the game unless it re-establishes a presence in Kabul.
All-important regional players and Russia have kept their missions open in Kabul. New Delhi
must note that the Taliban spokesperson, taking note of the Dialogue said that India was an
important regional country with which it desired good diplomatic relations.
India has to proceed with caution but without inhibitions. That can only be through an
understanding of Afghan traditions and culture which has been under strain but which has not
disappeared altogether. At no stage in Afghan history has any ruler or group not chafed at
foreign dependence howsoever necessary it may have been. They have always looked to
alternatives. Taliban signals on India to Pakistan should be taken in this context.
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India willing to stand by Afghan people as it did in the past: Jaishankar
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Besides, the Taliban are not immune from regional and tribal cleavages. This is not to underrate
the difficulties in India’s path in Afghanistan but it would be a profound mistake to consider that
there is no space for India to operate in Afghanistan; the Taliban public statements are
themselves indicating that it does; Muttaqi has publicly said that India-Afghan trade via Wagah
should be allowed by Pakistan.
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Expressing concern for the “deteriorating socio-economic and humanitarian situation in
Afghanistan” the Delhi Declaration called for “urgent humanitarian assistance” to the Afghan
people. It also did well to emphasise that humanitarian assistance should be provided in an
“unimpeded, direct and assured manner to Afghanistan”. This is directly relevant for India wishes
to send 50,000 tonnes of wheat for the Afghan people overland via Pakistan. Obviously, the
Taliban have welcomed the Indian offer and asked Pakistan to agree. Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan told Muttaqi that he will “favourably” consider the Taliban’s request. At this stage,
India should be bold and enhance its offer to one million metric tonnes of wheat; that is what it
pledged in 2002 at the Tokyo Afghanistan conference. It should also publicly declare, if needed,
that it would hand the wheat over to the World Food Programme at the Wagah border. If
Pakistan obstructs the additional offer, let it explain its negativity to the Afghan people.
Modi for ‘humanitarian help’ to Afghanistan
It is not only Pakistan that India will need to confront in Afghanistan but also China. The Chinese
have always maintained contacts with the Taliban and their strategic and economic interests
have and will continue to make them adopt pragmatic policies. Indian economic interests also
demand its presence in Afghanistan. There is no time to lose for this purpose. A heavy and longterm price will have to be paid otherwise. In all this process India must remain grounded in
reality but that seems absent in some Indian analysts who believe that it is a Eurasian power
too. That should be the objective. But is it so today when it does not have connectivity to the
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region and is reluctant to play the Afghan game where it matters — the mountains and valleys of
the Hindukush?
Vivek Katju is a retired member of the Indian Foreign Service
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CAN AN NRI BUY PROPERTY IN INDIA?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Indian Diaspora
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Purchase and acquisition of immovable properties in India, by non-residents, are governed by
Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA) and which is administered by Reserve bank of
India (RBI). An Non Resident Indian (NRI) is an Indian citizen who is resident outside India for
FEMA purposes. A non-Indian citizen who, or whose parents or grand-parents were born in
India etc. are treated as OCI (Overseas Citizen of India). Since NRIs and OCI both are treated at
par, for the purpose of investment in real estate, I will refer both as NRI for our further
discussion. This discussion is restricted to the provisions as applicable to NRI and OCI.
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Type of properties which NRIs can purchase in India and mode of payment
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Reserve Bank of India issues directions from time to time explaining the law and giving general
permission to NRIs for purchase of certain immovable properties in India without having to go to
RBI for permission. Through these directions the RBI has given general permission to NRIs to
buy certain immovable properties in India. Under these guidelines the NRIs are allowed to
purchase residential or commercial properties in India but they are not allowed to purchase any
agricultural land, farm house or plantation property in India. Since it is fashionable to own a
farmhouse, it is imperative to understand that under the existing dispensations, NRIs cannot
purchase a farmhouse in India. This way, as long as the investment being made by NRIs in India
is either in residential property or commercial property, they are not even required to intimate the
RBI about such purchases, even post conclusion of the transaction. Moreover, there is no
restriction as to the number of residential or commercial property, an NRI can purchase in India.
Mode of payment for purchase of property in India
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For purchasing permitted immovable properties in India, the NRI has to either pay through
banking channel by remittance from abroad or the NRI can use balance in his NRE/NRO or
FCNR account. Since the money for this purpose has to come only permitted channels including
through banking channels, the payment cannot be tendered in the form of traveler's cheques or
foreign currency in India. NRIs are even allowed to finance purchase of a residential house
property with home loan in Indian rupees. The home loan can be granted by the Indian employer
of the NRI employee for the purpose of financing the property or by a housing finance company
or a bank.
As far as payments of EMI for servicing the home loan taken in Indian currency in India is
concerned, the same can be done either by direct remittance from abroad or from the money
lying to the credit in NRE/NRO/FCNR account of the NRI. In addition to the above sources, the
home loan can even be serviced out of the rents received from such property or money
transferred to borrowers account from the account of relatives of such borrower.
Other Permitted acquisitions of immovable properties
In addition to the purchase of property, an NRI is also allowed to acquire any residential or
commercial property by way of gift from any of his NRI, OCI or a resident relative. Though an
NRI is not allowed to buy agricultural land etc. in India, he is allowed to inherit the same from
any person resident in India. The inheritance may be either through a Will from even a nonrelative or from a relative as per the personal law in case a valid Will is not made. Moreover, an
NRI is allowed to inherit any immovable property in India from another NRI provided the NRI had
acquired the same under the permitted rules as were in force when he had acquired it.
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Continuance of immovable properties by a resident becoming non resident
A resident who has become an NRI later on is permitted to continue to hold any immovable
property including agricultural land, farm house etc. which was acquired by him while he was a
resident in India.
I am sure the above discussion would be useful to NRIs who are contemplating buying
properties in India.
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Balwant Jain is a tax and investment expert and can be reached on jainbalwant@gmail.com and
@jainbalwant on Twitter
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BIDEN AND XI MEET VIRTUALLY AS US-CHINA CHASM
WIDENS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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President Joe Biden opened his virtual meeting with China's Xi Jinping on Monday by saying his
goal is to ensure competition “does not veer into conflict."
The two leaders are meeting by video amid mounting tensions in the U.S.-China relationship.
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Biden has criticized Beijing over human rights abuses against Uyghurs in northwest China,
squelching democratic protests in Hong Kong, military aggression against the self-ruled island of
Taiwan, and more.
Xi's deputies, meanwhile, have lashed out against the Biden White House for interfering in what
it sees as internal Chinese matters.
“We have a responsibility to the world and to our people," Biden said at the start of the meeting.
He added that “all countries have to play by the same rules of the road."
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Biden would have preferred to meet Xi in person, but the Chinese leader has not left his country
since before the start of the coronavirus pandemic.
The White House floated the idea of a virtual meeting as the next best thing to allow for the two
leaders to have a candid conversation about a wide range of strains in the relationship.
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Xi told Biden the two sides need to improve communication. The two leaders traveled together
when both were vice presidents and know each other well.
“I am very happy to see my old friend," Xi told Biden at the start of the meeting.
The American president has held up his relationship with Xi as evidence of his heartfelt belief
that good foreign policy starts with building strong personal relationships.
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But as the two leaders prepare to hold their first presidential meeting on Monday, the troubled
U.S.-China relationship is demonstrating that the power of one of Biden's greatest professed
strengths as a politician — the ability to connect — has its limits.
“When it comes to U.S.-China relations, the gaps are so big and the trend lines are so
problematic that the personal touch can only go so far," said Matthew Goodman, who served as
an Asia adviser on the National Security Council in the Barack Obama and George W. Bush
administrations.
White House officials have set low expectations for Monday's virtual meeting: No major
announcements are expected and there's no plan for the customary joint statement by the two
countries at the end, according to administration officials.
The public warmth — Xi referred to Biden as his “old friend" when Biden visited China in 2013
while the then-U.S. vice president spoke of their “friendship" — has cooled now that both men
are heads of state. Biden bristled in June when asked by a reporter if he would press his old
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friend to cooperate with a World Health Organization investigation into the coronavirus origins.
“Let's get something straight: We know each other well; we're not old friends," Biden said. “It's
just pure business."
Biden nonetheless believes a face-to-face meeting — even a virtual one like the two leaders will
hold Monday evening — has its value.
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“He feels that the history of their relationship, having spent time with him, allows him to be quite
candid as he has been in the past and he will continue to be," White House press secretary Jen
Psaki said in previewing the encounter.
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Biden and Xi, ages 78 and 68 respectively, first got to know each other on travels across the
U.S. and China when both were vice presidents, interactions that both leaders say left a lasting
impression.
Of late, there have been signs that there could be at least a partial thawing after the first nine
months of the Biden administration were marked by the two sides trading recriminations and by
unproductive exchanges between the presidents' top advisers.
Last week, for example, the U.S. and China pledged at U.N. climate talks in Glasgow, Scotland,
to increase their cooperation and speed up action to rein in climate-damaging emissions.
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Monday's meeting — the two leaders' third engagement since Biden became president —
comes amid mounting tensions in the U.S.-China relationship. The two held long phone calls in
February and September where they discussed human rights, trade, the pandemic and other
issues.
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Biden has made clear that he sees China as the United States' greatest national security and
economic competitor and has tried to reframe American foreign policy to reflect that belief.
His administration has taken Beijing to task over committing human rights abuses against ethnic
minorities in northwest China, squelching pro-democracy efforts in Hong Kong and resisting
global pressure to cooperate fully with investigations into the origins of the coronavirus
pandemic.
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Tensions have also risen as the Chinese military has dispatched an increasing number of fighter
jets near the self-ruled island of Taiwan, which Beijing considers part of its territory.
Chinese officials have signaled that Taiwan will be a top issue for the talks. Biden has made
clear that his administration will abide by the long-standing U.S. “One China" policy, which
recognizes Beijing but allows informal relations and defense ties with Taipei. Chinese military
forces held exercises last week near Taiwan in response to a visit by a U.S. congressional
delegation to the island.
The president intends, in part, to use the conversation to underscore the need to establish
“guardrails" in the relationship to ensure that the two sides in the midst of their stiff competition
avoid “unintended conflict," according to a senior administration official who briefed reporters on
White House planning for the meeting and spoke on the condition of anonymity.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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THE EU’S ROLE IN THE INDO-PACIFIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Photo used for representation purpose only.
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The Indo-Pacific region has acquired striking salience with the U.S.-China strategic contestation
becoming sharper than before. Speedy development of the Quad comprising Australia, Japan,
India and the U.S.; the emergence of AUKUS comprising Australia, the U.K. and the U.S.; and
other alignments raise the question: where does Europe stand in relation to this churning?
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Europe’s Asia connect is old, strong and multi-layered. Asia is viewed and evaluated through
national and regional perspectives. This explains why at least since 2018, countries such as
France, the Netherlands, Germany and the U.K. announced their specific policies towards the
Indo-Pacific. The European Union (EU) is in the process of coping with the rise of China and
other Asian economies, the tensions due to China’s aggressiveness along its periphery, and
economic consolidation through the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, and the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership. In this backdrop, the
announcement by the Council of the European Union of its initial policy conclusions in April,
followed by the unveiling of the EU strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific on September 16,
are notable.
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Seen from Brussels, the EU and the Indo-Pacific are “natural partner regions”. The EU is already
a significant player in the Indian Ocean littoral states, the ASEAN area and the Pacific Island
states, but the strategy aims to enhance the EU’s engagement across a wide spectrum. Future
progress will be moulded by principles ranging from the imperative to defend the “rules-based
international order”; promote a level-playing field for trade and investment, Sustainable
Development Goals and multilateral cooperation; support “truly inclusive policy-making”
encompassing the civil society and the private sector; and protect human rights and democracy.
The policy document also says cooperation will be strengthened in sustainable and inclusive
prosperity, green transition, ocean governance, digital governance and partnerships,
connectivity, security and defence, and human security. The EU thus promises to focus on the
security and development dimensions of its relationship with the region.
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But the EU’s security and defence capabilities are quite limited, as compared to the U.S. and
China. To obviate an imbalance in favour of economic links, EU will need to give adequate
space and support to France which has sizeable assets and linkages with the Indo-Pacific. It
also must forge strategic coordination with the U.K. as the latter prepares to expand its role in
Asia as part of its ‘Global Britain’ strategy.
As a major economic power, the EU has an excellent chance of success in its trade negotiations
with Australia, Indonesia and New Zealand; in concluding discussions for an economic
partnership agreement with the East African Community; and in forging fisheries agreements
and green alliances with interested partners to fight climate change. To achieve all this and
more, EU must increase its readiness to share its financial resources and new technologies with
partners.
The EU suffers from marked internal divisions. Many states view China as a great economic
opportunity, but others are acutely conscious of the full contours of the China challenge. They
believe that neither China’s dominance in Asia nor bipolarity leading to a new Cold War will
serve Europe’s interests.
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The risks facing the EU are varied. Russia next door is the more traditional threat. It is
increasingly on China’s side. Hence, the EU should find it easy to cooperate with the Quad.
However, AUKUS muddied the waters, especially for France. Yet, endeavours by a part of the
western alliance to bolster naval and technological facilities to deal with China cannot be
unwelcome. What the EU needs is an internally coordinated approach.
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India has reasons to be pleased with the EU’s policy. India’s pivotal position in the region
necessitates a closer India-EU partnership. The India-EU Leaders’ Meeting on May 8, followed
by the External Affairs Minister’s Gymnich meeting in Slovenia with the EU foreign ministers on
September 3, were designed to “foster new synergies”. Early conclusion of an ambitious and
comprehensive trade agreement and a standalone investment protection agreement will be
major steps. Cooperation in Industry 4.0 technologies is desirable. Consolidating and upgrading
defence ties with France, Germany and the U.K. should also remain a significant priority.
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The EU can create a vantage position for itself in the Indo-Pacific by being more candid with
itself, more assertive with China, and more cooperative with India.
Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House and a former Ambassador
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The ideological moorings of India’s non-alignment faded along with Jawaharlal Nehru’s idealism
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FOR MORE THAN A WAIVER: ON INDIA-US GLOBAL
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA
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The announcement by Russia that supplies of the S-400 Triumf system to India have already
begun has set the stage for Russian President Vladimir Putin’s visit in early December. It has
also thrown down the gauntlet to the U.S. that threatened sanctions against India. The deal for
the air defence system was signed in 2018 during Mr. Putin’s visit then. In 2017, the U.S. had
passed its Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) that provided
for economic and travel sanctions against countries and officials that transacted significant
military and intelligence contracts with Russia, North Korea and Iran. The Modi government has,
justifiably, paid little heed to U.S. warnings that the sanctions — slapped on China and NATO
partner, Turkey, for buying the S-400 — could also be used against India. In contrast to its cavein on similar U.S. threats over the purchase of Iranian oil in 2019, Government officials have
asserted that the deal is an essential part of India’s defences at a time of challenges on its
eastern and western frontiers. In order to protect advance payments for the S-400 from U.S.
strictures, India and Russia conducted their transfers through a rupee-rouble system. With the
first parts of the system now delivered, and the first squadron delivery likely to completed by
December-end, the die is cast.
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The U.S. has a choice not to allow the S-400 delivery to turn into a showdown with India. U.S.
President Joe Biden has been authorised by the Congress to waive sanctions if the waiver is
found to be in American “vital national security interests”, or, that India would reduce its future
dependence on Russian weaponry. While it is unlikely India would give assurances on the latter,
it is easy to argue, as many U.S. Congress representatives have done in a proposed
amendment to CAATSA, that India is a prized U.S. partner — of the Quad, the Indo-Pacific and
in countering China. Sanctions will cause a rift in India-U.S. ties, and could spur India towards
Russia. Above all, the U.S. must recognise that its unilateral sanctions, which are not U.N.
endorsed, undermine the multilateral system. The subjective and whimsical manner in which
these sanctions were used, withdrawn and then reimposed against Iran, for example, do not
inspire confidence in them. For India, acceding to such sanctions amounts to becoming a party
to a bilateral dispute, and challenges the nation’s principles of sovereignty and strategic
autonomy. Rather than trying to reason with the U.S. for an exceptional waiver to its domestic
law, New Delhi must make it clear to Washington that the law should be abandoned, as it
negates the very “rules-based international order” that is the foundation of the India-U.S. global
strategic partnership.
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KABUL, KASHMIR AND THE RETURN OF REALPOLITIK
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan
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While the return of the Taliban to Kabul may have ended the internecine warfare within
Afghanistan, the geopolitical contestation to own the spoils of Taliban’s victory has just begun. In
a rather unfriendly neighbourhood, New Delhi’s attempts at forming a regional consensus to
stabilise Afghanistan, albeit wise and timely, will only achieve limited success thanks to the
China-Pakistan coalition and its interests at play in and over Afghanistan. What is worse, India’s
advances to court the Taliban and attempts to evolve a regional consensus on Afghanistan
might deteriorate India-Pakistan relations and pose challenges for India in Kashmir.

S.
co

While the recently-held Delhi Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan on November 10, 2021
was an important initiative to help Afghanistan stabilise, the sober reality is that the two countries
that are key to stabilising Afghanistan — China and Pakistan — decided to stay away from it.
Russia or the Central Asian states have neither the ability nor the desire to pursue a role in
Afghanistan autonomous from the larger Chinese or Pakistani designs there. Iran has limited
interests in Afghanistan and is unlikely to go against the Chinese plan for the region, especially
in the broader context of being under United States sanctions.
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While China seems to be approaching the Taliban-led Afghanistan in a cautiously slow manner,
it is clearly poised to be in the driving seat of the regional, if not global, engagement with the
region in the months ahead. It is a matter of time before Beijing recognises the Taliban as the
legitimate government of Afghanistan, and it is likely to coordinate its recognition along with that
of Russia and Pakistan. China’s long-term vision for Afghanistan revolves around the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) project of which Afghanistan has been a part since May 2016. The ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is also viewed as a key component within the larger
Chinese BRI project and Afghanistan could eventually become part of CPEC if and when the
Taliban regime stabilises itself in the country. For China, there is a lot riding on the Taliban.
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Even as Pakistan recognises the challenge to itself from an unstable Afghanistan, its current
Afghan strategy reeks of a triumphalist attitude. While it lobbies the international community to
help prevent Afghanistan slide into further turmoil, it is determined to keep India as far away
from Kabul as possible even though the Taliban would like India to continue the engagement
and offer development assistance. For Pakistan, Afghanistan is the mother of all zero sum
games.
The international community is faced with a dilemma in Afghanistan when it comes to deciding
to help the country get back on its feet. Taliban and Pakistan refer to the U.S.-led coalition as
‘colonisers’ who just vacated the Afghan territory; and in the same breath, they seek assistance
from those very ‘former colonisers’. Second, if the U.S. and the West indeed send aid to
Afghanistan, it may or may not reach the people. And yet, if they do not help, Afghans will suffer
untold miseries. But perhaps what might bother the West the most is that if they stabilise the
country, they would still be called former colonisers, and Pakistan and China will benefit out of it
geopolitically, making it, in that sense, a thankless job for the West. So the question before the
western leaders is how to offer structured incentives to the Taliban, and when.
India now faces a new dilemma in Afghanistan — the first one was to decide whether to engage
the Taliban or not. The successive governments in Afghanistan, including the current Taliban
regime, have sought relations with India which has upset Pakistan. Pakistan has always been
deeply suspicious of growing India-Afghanistan relations no matter who was/is in charge in
Kabul. India’s current dilemma is also along the same lines. The Taliban want India to engage
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and help the country stabilise, but Pakistan resents that. Not too long ago, the Pakistani National
Security Adviser had lashed out against India for (India) reaching out to the Taliban delegation in
Doha. And now, Pakistan refused to attend the regional security meeting on Afghanistan called
by India. These instances indicate that Pakistan would not like India to either develop close
relations with the Taliban or be a part of any regional set up to stabilise the country. More so, it
is likely that the more India gets close to the Taliban, the more the Pakistani side will increase
the heat (read ‘attacks’) in Jammu and Kashmir. By maintaining ties with the Taliban and
convening the regional security meeting in New Delhi, India has indicated that this is an
acceptable risk.
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Let me explain this dilemma a bit more. Very crudely put, if the Taliban regime is stabilised in
Kabul without India’s assistance to the country, the more it is likely to do Pakistan’s bidding visà-vis India. On the other hand, the more India helps the Taliban-led Afghanistan, the more
Pakistan will up the ante in Kashmir. This is a catch-22 situation that India finds itself in. And yet,
India has little choice but to engage the Taliban.
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The earlier Pakistani willingness to be conciliatory towards India on Kashmir before and in the
run-up to the Taliban takeover of Kabul in August 2021 seems to have disappeared for now.
This is at least partly due to the Pakistani triumphalism about the Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan. The bilateral backchannel conversations in late 2020 and early 2021 had reportedly
discussed the reduction of violence in Kashmir in general and a political understanding with
regard to Kashmir. The February ceasefire agreement between India and Pakistan and the
subsequent reduction in violence in Kashmir (i.e., infiltration of terrorists from the Pakistani side
to Kashmir, terror attacks in Kashmir and ceasefire violations on the Line of Control) were a
direct result of the backchannel understanding between the two sides. This understanding held
until August when the Taliban takeover happened. Since then, violence data show that the
backchannel understanding is withering away with violence in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
spiking along all three indicators albeit gradually. More so, sentiments from across the border
also indicate that the earlier Pakistani stand that it would accept the Indian decision to withdraw
the special status to Kashmir (in lieu of New Delhi restoring Statehood to Kashmir and allowing
political activity in the State) has now changed. It now demands that India fully reverts to the preAugust 5, 2019 position on Kashmir. In other words, the Pakistani conciliatory approach on
Kashmir lasted only till the Taliban takeover of Kabul. At best, this is a post-facto change in the
Pakistani strategy, and at worst, Pakistan was stringing India along.
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The appointment of Sardar Masood Khan, former Pakistan occupied Kashmir President, as
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the U.S. is perhaps yet another indication of the centrality of Kashmir
in Pakistan’s foreign policy in the wake of the Taliban takeover of Kabul.
If this analysis is accurate, then we are likely to see more war of words and violence in the
context of J&K. This will mean that any possibility of India-Pakistan cooperation in Afghanistan
would be very hard to achieve. Beijing will play along; so will Iran and the Central Asian
countries, for the most part. For New Delhi then, the options are to coordinate its Afghan policy
with Moscow, Washington and the various western capitals while steadfastly engaging the
Taliban.
Happymon Jacob teaches at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and is the founder of
the Council for Strategic and Defense Research
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INDIA TO HOLD FIRST 2+2 WITH RUSSIA ON
DECEMBER 6
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

Strengthening ties:Vladimir Putin with Narendra Modi at the BRICS Summit in Brasilia on
November 13, 2019.File Photo
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh are likely to hold
their first “2+2” format talks with their Russian counterparts Sergey Lavrov and Sergey Shoygu,
along with Russian President Vladimir Putin, who is expected to meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Delhi for the annual summit on December 6, as well as the inter-governmental joint
commission meeting, sources confirmed here.
Officials said the India-U.S. 2+2 meeting, with Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin that was earlier to be held in Washington in November, may be put off to
January, owing to scheduling difficulties including the winter session of Parliament that ends on
December 23.
The 2+2 format agreed to during a Modi-Putin phone conversation in April is particularly
significant, given that India conducts joint foreign and defence ministerial only with its closest
‘Quad’ partners — the U.S., Japan and Australia.
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According to an expert, conversely, Russia thus far has the 2+2 format for “problem solving” with
countries such as Japan, France and earlier with the U.S. The 2+2 is also expected to look
further afield in building India’s ties with Central Asia and Russia’s engagement in the IndoPacific, the sources said. Newly appointed Ambassador Pavan Kapoor will join the
consultations.
According to officials privy to the planning of the intensive India-Russia exchanges, a number of
agreements on defence, science and technology and trade are expected to be announced
during Mr. Putin’s visit. The most closely watched will be defence agreements that could be
launched, given considerable heat in Washington already over India’s purchase of the $5.43billion S-400 air defence system, and the debate over placing U.S. sanctions for its delivery this
month.
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Outgoing Ambassador to Russia Venkatesh Varma had told Tass news agency earlier this
month that orders for additional Sukhoi (Su30-MKI), MiG 29 jets and 400 more T-90 tanks are in
the works.
He pointed out that a “fundamental change” in the defence relationship since 2018 has taken
bilateral contracts from $2-3 billion per year to $9-10 billion, making Russia India’s “top defence
partner”.
Two major defence deals awaiting conclusion are the AK-203 assault rifles and the Igla-S very
short range air defence systems. However, the deal for Ka-226T light utility helicopters,
announced by the two leaders earlier, is unlikely to see conclusion, one official said. India and
Russia are expected to sign the Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Support Agreement and a
Navy-to-Navy cooperation MoU.
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AGREEING TO DISAGREE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
U.S.-CHINA TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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As much as the virtual summit meeting between Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping,
spotlighted multiple points of continuing strategic dissonance between the U.S. and China, it
equally appeared to underscore in their minds the need for them to find common ground on
contentious issues including trade and tensions surrounding Taiwan and the South China Sea.
The summit itself was a long time coming, given that Mr. Xi has not been able to travel abroad
owing to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and Mr. Biden entered office around that time
too. Further, in March 2021, at a meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, between senior officials from
both countries, a heated exchange ensued after U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that
without the rules-based international order there would be a “much more violent world” and that
Chinese activities in Xinjiang, Hong Kong, and Taiwan, threaten that order, and were not internal
matters. In that context, it is unsurprising that even though the summit meeting yielded no major
breakthroughs, Beijing was quick to claim a diplomatic victory, with Chinese state media
proclaiming, “Biden reiterates he doesn’t support Taiwan independence.” Such messaging is
almost certainly directed towards a domestic audience given that Mr. Xi is consolidating power
to secure a third term for himself, a process that will culminate next year in the CPC’s 20th
Congress.
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At the top of the policy agenda that is causing bilateral friction is trade. After the bruising trade
war with China prior to 2020, under a Trump White House, relief came in the form of the Phase
1 Trade Agreement, which requires that China buy $380 billion worth of American goods by the
end of 2021. That has not happened, according to some analysts, in part owing to a shortfall in
orders from Beijing for Boeing aircraft in view of the aviation slowdown. Yet, compromise may
not be far away in this space, as the U.S. Trade Representative hinted that the Trump-era
practice of permitting exemptions for certain goods from trade tariffs may be resumed. On
Taiwan’s independence, while the U.S. post-summit readouts suggest that Washington is
adhering to its long-standing policy in this matter — that it acknowledges but does not recognise
Beijing’s claim over Taiwan under the One China policy — the Chinese side indicated that Mr. Xi
said, “It is playing with fire.....” Such comments likely signal that China will respond robustly to
any western moves seen as strengthening Taiwanese independence, for example through direct
arms sales to Taipei. Both sides will have to be even-handed in managing their conflicts on trade
and regional tensions or else risk these issues spilling over into the global arena and disrupting
the fragile ongoing recovery in economic growth and public health.
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INDIA-CHINA TIES GOING THROUGH A 'BAD PATCH':
FOREIGN MINISTER S JAISHANKAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The eastern Ladakh border standoff between the Indian and Chinese militaries erupted on May
5 last year following a violent clash in the Pangong lake area
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Singapore: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said on Friday that India and China are going
through a "particularly bad patch" in their ties because Beijing has taken a set of actions in
violation of agreements for which it still doesn't have a "credible explanation" and it is for the
Chinese leadership to answer where they want to take the bilateral relationship.
"I don't think the Chinese have any doubt on where we stand on our relationship and what's not
gone right with it. I’ve been meeting my counterpart Wang Yi a number of times. As you
would've experienced, I speak fairly clear, reasonably understandably (and) there is no lack of
clarity so if they want to hear it, I am sure they would have heard it," Jaishankar said in response
to a question at a panel "Greater Power Competition: The Emerging World Order" at the
Bloomberg New Economic Forum here.
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"We are going through a particularly bad patch in our relationship because they have taken a set
of actions in violation of agreements for which they still don’t have a credible explanation and
that indicates some rethink about where they want to take our relationship, but that’s for them to
answer," he further said, in an apparent reference to the eastern Ladakh border clash with
China.
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The eastern Ladakh border standoff between the Indian and Chinese militaries erupted on May
5 last year following a violent clash in the Pangong lake areas and both sides gradually
enhanced their deployment by rushing in tens of thousands of soldiers as well as heavy
weaponry.
The tension escalated following a deadly clash in Galwan Valley on June 15 last year.
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As a result of a series of military and diplomatic talks, the two sides completed the
disengagement process in the north and south banks of the Pangong lake in February and in the
Gogra area in August. The last round of military talks on October 10 ended in a stalemate.
Meanwhile, on Thursday the two sides agreed to hold the 14th round of military talks at an early
date to achieve the objective of complete disengagement in remaining friction points along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh.
Jaishankar also dismissed as "ridiculous" the notion that the United States has been
strategically contracting and yielding space to others amidst a global rebalancing of power.
He said that the US is today, a much more flexible partner, much more open to ideas,
suggestions, and working arrangements than in the past.
"Don't confuse it with the decline of the United States. I think that's ridiculous," he said in
response to a question from the moderator at the session, also attended by former US Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton and former British Prime Minister Tony Blair.
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"It's clear China has been expanding. But the nature of China, the manner of its growing
influence is very different. And we don't have a situation where China necessarily replaces the
United States. Well, it's natural to think of China, US (and) China as the overarching happening.
The fact is, there are also a lot of other countries including India, which have come much more
into play. There's been a rebalancing in the world," he said.
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Citing QUAD as an example, he pointed out that some countries are coming together on a
certain set of concerns and issues or interests. The Quad comprising India, Japan, the US and
Australia was formed to develop a new strategy to keep the critical sea routes in the resourcerich Indo-Pacific free of any influence.
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He said the United States is today, a much more flexible partner, much more open to ideas,
suggestions, and working arrangements than in the past. "I think this reflects a very different
kind of world. We are moving into a world in a sense, you could say, the real transitions after
1992 are now occurring."
The minister also elaborated on a question about how the world is changing. "It is certainly not
unipolar and it is not really really bipolar either. There are many more players. A lot of what we
are doing in terms of repositioning, working with countries, (it) is multipolar work," he said.
"In a sense, it is partly a hedging strategy, partly autonomous partnership, often very issue
based (as) we work with different countries on different sets of issues," said Jaishankar.
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Noting that the COVID has called into question the old model of globalisation, he said, "we are
actually at multiple levels in a very, very complex transition."
He pointed out that countries are willing to pay additional costs for a greater sense of security.
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"We all want more reliable, more resilient supply chains. We want more options. Many of us
were in touch during that period and went through very difficult issues. It could have been on
health, even in some cases on food. So we are actually at multiple levels in a very, very complex
transition. The transition, some of it is with the rise and fall and the rebalancing of powers," he
said.
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"The transition some of it is with the rise and fall and the rebalancing of powers. Some of it is
many more players. Some of it is that our concept of what is national security has changed. We
think much more of economic security, much more of health security, much more of digital
security," he said.
He said that in the old days, it didn't matter beyond a point what the neighbour's domestic
system was.
"Today, issues of trust and transparency are much more relevant in a data driven world. So it
does matter to me what the character of my partner is, who they are partners with. So these are
all new factors, which I would suggest is really taking the world in a very, very different
direction," he said.
Obviously, India would like to see how its interests are best served and those interests today are
definitely served with a much closer relationship with the United States, with a much stronger
relationship with Europe, and the UK as well as re-energising the relationships with the ASEAN
and especially Singapore, he said.
This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
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IMPROVING THE ECONOMIC GAME
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India
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The Quad (Australia, Japan, India and the U.S.) meets in a landmark physical summit this week.
The agenda for the Quad has widened — till now, it was largely focused on strengthening
strategic and defence pillars. This should now bring industry into the dialogue process to
advance the desired outcomes.
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The four nations are vibrant democracies and open economies. Three are developed countries
and one is an emerging market. The Quad leaders met formally but virtually for the first time in
March this year, and the joint statement captured the “spirit of the Quad”, stressing democratic
values, while pledging to strengthen cooperation on the “defining challenges” of the times.
No link between AUKUS and Quad, says India

On the economic side, challenges were identified as the economic and health impacts of
COVID-19, cyberspace, critical technologies, and quality infrastructure investment. Working
groups were set up on vaccines, critical and emerging technologies, and climate action.
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For India, each of the other three countries is a strategic partner, and bilateral and multilateral
initiatives have been taken across multiple areas in different fora with each. The Quad syncs
with India’s other regional programmes such as the Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative and the
Supply Chain Resilience Initiative.
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India’s total trade with the three Quad partners was over $108 billion in 2020-21, accounting for
almost 16% of its total merchandise exports and imports. On the investment side, the U.S. is
India’s second largest source of foreign direct investments, while Japan has a notable footprint
in India’s major infrastructure projects. Inflows from Australia amount to less than a billion
dollars, but the country has outlined a long-term strategy for economic engagement with India.
To advance their goals for a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific, the four participants of Quad
must activate business partnerships meaningfully with definitive measures to align economic
and strategic objectives.
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What the AUKUS military pact means for India and the Quad | In Focus podcast
The first piece of the economic pillar is trade and investment. Joint efforts by all Quad countries
can help to establish alternative manufacturing hubs and make regional supply chains more
diversified. The SCRI with India, Australia and Japan aims to address vulnerabilities in existing
supply chains that were exposed during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Similarly, the Quad could consider adding a trade ministers’ interaction to its agenda which may
engage in lowering trade barriers and boosting trade linkages among the partner countries as
well as in the Indo-Pacific region. With India as a natural option for a China-Plus strategy,
domestic policies to promote manufacturing and ease of doing business would help in the longterm success of trade cooperation.
Quad ‘doomed to fail’, says China ahead of summit
Quality infrastructure investment is another challenge highlighted in the statement. Innovative
financing and public-private partnership models can enlarge the space for private industry and
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support public funds in the endeavour. Green infrastructure creation must be built into the
template. A working group on this area could look into specific projects for the region that would
best feed into trade objectives. As in the vaccine cooperation proposal, different partner
countries could focus on various aspects of construction, drawing on their respective strengths.
The third priority area for the Quad is climate change for which a working group has been set up.
Cooperation on multiple dimensions of the climate challenge is proposed, including finance,
emissions reduction, technology and capacity-building. With mitigation and adaptation as key
aims, the involvement of industry to support governmental efforts would be critical.

S.
co

m

As a grouping of like-minded nations working on shared objectives in the Indo-Pacific region, the
Quad is a formidable economic force that can deliver many gains on the identified pillars for the
participating nations as well as the region. By adding businesses into its strategy mix, its
initiatives would be further fortified and expanded. We hope that the governments would
consider a forum for such private sector engagement.
Chandrajit Banerjee is Director General, Confederation of Indian Industry
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A new NITI Aayog report defies accepted logic that universal health coverage entails a strong
role for the Government
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JOINT PRESS STATEMENT ON THE LAUNCH OF
NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE INDIA – UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (CEPA)
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East
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H.E. Shri Piyush Goyal, India’s Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food,
and Public Distribution and Textiles, and H.E. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, United Arab
Emirates Minister of State for Foreign Trade, have formally launched negotiations on the IndiaUnited Arab Emirates Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
H.E. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi and a high-level UAE delegation have travelled to New
Delhi to hold talks aimed at improving bilateral economic relations, including expanding the
existing trade and investment relationship. The first round of CEPA negotiations will be held on
23-24 September 2021.
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Looking to build on the progress made by both countries under the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership signed in 2017; both Ministers expressed a desire to reach a mutually beneficial
economic deal. Both sides will aim to conclude negotiations by December 2021 and sign a
formal agreement in March 2022 after the completion of internal legal procedures and
ratification.
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Both Ministers emphasized that CEPA will create new jobs, raise living standards, and provide
wider social and economic opportunities in both nations. A new strategic economic agreement is
expected to increase bilateral trade in goods to USD 100 billion within five years of the signed
agreement and increase trade in services to USD 15 billion.
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The UAE is currently India’s third-largest trading partner with bilateral trade in 2019/2020 valued
at USD 59 billion. The UAE is also India’s second-largest export destination after the US, with
exports valued at approximately USD 29 billion in 2019-2020. India was the UAE’s secondlargest trading partner in 2019, with bilateral non-oil trade valued at USD 41 billion. The UAE is
the eighth-largest investor in India, having invested USD 11 billion between April 2000 and
March 2021, while investment by Indian companies in the UAE is estimated to be over USD 85
billion.
India's major exports to the UAE include petroleum products, precious metals, stones, gems and
jewellery, minerals, food items such as cereals, sugar, fruits and vegetables, tea, meat, and
seafood, textiles, engineering and machinery products, and chemicals. India's top imports from
the UAE include petroleum and petroleum products, precious metals, stones, gems and
jewellery, minerals, chemicals and wood and wood products. India imported USD 10.9 billion of
crude oil from the UAE in 2019-2020.
During the meeting in New Delhi, H.E. Goyal extended his deepest appreciation to the UAE for
its support during the COVID-19 pandemic, especially for supplying liquid medical oxygen and
medicine. For his part, H.E. Al Zeyoudi also thanked the Government of India for its support
during the pandemic, which included keeping supply chains open.
Reaffirming their commitment to working together, both Ministers agreed to strengthen the rulesbased, transparent, non-discriminatory, open, and inclusive multilateral trading system
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embodied by the World Trade Organization. They also agreed to work towards a balanced and
inclusive outcome at the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12) in Geneva, Switzerland.
H.E. Goyal conveyed India’s best wishes for Expo 2020 Dubai, which begins on 1 October 2021,
and expressed confidence that India’s participation will help boost bilateral trade and investment.
He also confirmed he will co-chair the ninth UAE-India High Level Joint Task Force on
Investments with His Highness Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Member of the Abu Dhabi
Executive Council.
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Both Ministers underlined the need to coordinate and promote cooperation under the framework
of the memorandum of understanding signed in January 2017 between the two countries for
cooperation on trade remedy measures. As envisaged in that agreement, both countries will
identify clear areas of focus and establish ways of working together to resolve trade remedy
cases.
Both Ministers emphasized that concluding CEPA negotiations quickly and constructively will
further strengthen the deep trade and economic ties between both countries.
***
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H.E. Shri Piyush Goyal, India’s Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food,
and Public Distribution and Textiles, and H.E. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, United Arab
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H.E. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi and a high-level UAE delegation have travelled to New
Delhi to hold talks aimed at improving bilateral economic relations, including expanding the
existing trade and investment relationship. The first round of CEPA negotiations will be held on
23-24 September 2021.
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Partnership signed in 2017; both Ministers expressed a desire to reach a mutually beneficial
economic deal. Both sides will aim to conclude negotiations by December 2021 and sign a
formal agreement in March 2022 after the completion of internal legal procedures and
ratification.
Both Ministers emphasized that CEPA will create new jobs, raise living standards, and provide
wider social and economic opportunities in both nations. A new strategic economic agreement is
expected to increase bilateral trade in goods to USD 100 billion within five years of the signed
agreement and increase trade in services to USD 15 billion.
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the eighth-largest investor in India, having invested USD 11 billion between April 2000 and
March 2021, while investment by Indian companies in the UAE is estimated to be over USD 85
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India's major exports to the UAE include petroleum products, precious metals, stones, gems and
jewellery, minerals, food items such as cereals, sugar, fruits and vegetables, tea, meat, and
seafood, textiles, engineering and machinery products, and chemicals. India's top imports from
the UAE include petroleum and petroleum products, precious metals, stones, gems and
jewellery, minerals, chemicals and wood and wood products. India imported USD 10.9 billion of
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During the meeting in New Delhi, H.E. Goyal extended his deepest appreciation to the UAE for
its support during the COVID-19 pandemic, especially for supplying liquid medical oxygen and
medicine. For his part, H.E. Al Zeyoudi also thanked the Government of India for its support
during the pandemic, which included keeping supply chains open.
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Reaffirming their commitment to working together, both Ministers agreed to strengthen the rulesbased, transparent, non-discriminatory, open, and inclusive multilateral trading system
embodied by the World Trade Organization. They also agreed to work towards a balanced and
inclusive outcome at the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12) in Geneva, Switzerland.
H.E. Goyal conveyed India’s best wishes for Expo 2020 Dubai, which begins on 1 October 2021,
and expressed confidence that India’s participation will help boost bilateral trade and investment.
He also confirmed he will co-chair the ninth UAE-India High Level Joint Task Force on
Investments with His Highness Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Member of the Abu Dhabi
Executive Council.
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Both Ministers underlined the need to coordinate and promote cooperation under the framework
of the memorandum of understanding signed in January 2017 between the two countries for
cooperation on trade remedy measures. As envisaged in that agreement, both countries will
identify clear areas of focus and establish ways of working together to resolve trade remedy
cases.
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Both Ministers emphasized that concluding CEPA negotiations quickly and constructively will
further strengthen the deep trade and economic ties between both countries.
***
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ON THE BRINK: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON RUSSIAUKRAINE BORDER CONFLICT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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The massive mobilisation of Russian troops on the Ukraine border and occasional outbreak of
violence along the line of contact between the Russia-backed rebels in the contested Donbass
region and Ukrainian troops have pushed both countries to the brink of an open conflict. There
were similar scenes earlier this year, but Moscow, after U.S. diplomatic intervention, pulled back.
This time, however, the more emphatic Russian moves appear to be part of a larger strategy of
force-projection across Russia’s western perimeter, from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea. On the
EU’s Polish border, Belarus, a Russian ally, was blamed for orchestrating a migration crisis.
Amid tensions, Russia flew bombers near Poland’s borders earlier this month. In the Black Sea,
Russian President Vladimir Putin dispatched vessels to shadow U.S. warships. The U.S. has
warned its allies of a possible Russian attack on Ukraine. Russia’s aggressiveness could have
partly been driven by Mr. Putin’s assessment that the U.S. was strategically weakened after its
Afghan withdrawal and its preoccupation with China’s rise in East Asia. This gives him a window
of opportunity to reassert Russian primacy in its backyard which has seen significant NATO
advances. This makes Ukraine, which Russia sees, according to scholars at Carnegie, “as a
Western aircraft carrier parked just across southern Russia”, at the centre of Russia’s
geopolitical tussle with the West.
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In 2015, an open conflict was averted after the ‘Minsk II’ peace agreement was signed, under
the mediation of France and Germany. It was designed to end the fighting in the rebel regions
and hand over the border to Ukraine’s national troops. Ukraine was required to delegate more
power to the breakaway regions and introduce constitutional reforms, codifying their special
status. Russia’s nod for the agreement was possibly because it thought that delegation of power
to the rebels would enhance Moscow’s leverage that it could use to prevent Ukraine’s full
integration with the West. But Kiev’s reluctance to implement the agreement and its growing
military, economic and political ties with the West seem to have prompted Mr. Putin to change
his approach — to putting Kiev under direct military pressure. Kiev is now in a tough spot. It
lacks the military resources to deter its giant neighbour. While it gets military supplies from the
West, there is no guarantee that the West would come to its help in the event of a Russian
invasion. On the other side, Russia might make tactical gains from an invasion, like it did from
the annexation of Crimea in 2014, but such a move could further deteriorate its already ruptured
ties with the West. So a practical solution is to revive the Minsk peace process. The West should
push both sides to resume talks and live up to their commitments as per the Minsk agreement to
restore relative peace on the border.
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The only real substantive outcome of last week’s virtual summit between Presidents Joe Biden
and Xi Jinping has been some unconfirmed reports of the two sides, the United States and
China, agreeing to hold strategic nuclear talks sometime in the near future. This development
comes against the backdrop of the China Military Power Report (CMPR) recently released by
the Pentagon that categorically underscores the growing challenge posed by the increasing
capabilities of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and its ambitions across various
dimensions of military power. The PRC’s nuclear capabilities, in particular, are undergoing a
fundamental transformation and a shift seems to be evident in both the quantity and the quality
of the PRC’s atomic arsenal. Even before the release of the CMPR, there was significant
concern globally about the trajectory of China’s strategic capabilities. Confirmation provided by
the CMPR reveals four specific areas where change is underway — quantitative strength,
atomic yield, delivery capabilities and posture.
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First is the size of the PRC’s nuclear arsenal, which is set to increase. Hitherto, the PRC’s
nuclear arsenal has hovered at roughly 200 nuclear warheads, half of which directed at the
United States (U.S.). By 2027, the CMPR estimates that this number is likely to increase to 700
weapons consisting of varying yields which is three and half times the current Chinese warhead
strength.
Keeping an eye on China’s expanding nuclear stack
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Second, the PRC is likely to privilege expansion in the direction of low-yield weapons. Low-yield
weapons have been an area of interest and development for the PRC. They are weapons meant
for battlefield use during conventional military operations and against conventional targets such
as concentrations of armoured, artillery and infantry forces. Lower yield warheads help the PRC
avoid causing collateral damage. Prior to the release of the CMPR, evidence that the PRC was
testing low-yield devices has periodically surfaced in years past.
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In April 2020, the U.S. State Department’s Findings on Adherence to and Compliance with Arms
Control, Nonproliferation, and Disarmament Agreements and Commitments drew attention to the
PRC’s deliberate opacity in the use of explosive containment chambers and excavations at its
Lop Nur nuclear facility to test low yield weapons and Beijing’s refusal to grant permission to
access data from its International Monitoring System (IMS) stations to the Data Centre under the
operational authority of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban
Treaty Organization (CTBTO). Actions of this kind have evoked strategic concern and
increasingly confirm that China’s atomic arsenal consists of a large number of low-yield
weapons ideal for battlefield use.
Third, these low-yield nuclear warheads are also likely to find their way into a key delivery
capability — the PRC’s Dong-Feng-26 (DF-26) ballistic missile. This missile has already
undergone deployment at Korla in the Xinjiang region in Western China. It is an IntermediateRange Ballistic Missile (IRBM) which is launched from a Transporter Erector Launcher (TEL).
Indeed, the DF-26 has featured in extensive training exercises west of Jilantai in inner Mongolia.
In addition to the DF-26, China has also developed the JL-2 Submarine Launched Ballistic
Missiles (SLBMs) with a range of 7,200 kilometres capable of striking targets across continental
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Asia.
In stand-off, keeping an eye on the nuclear ball
Finally, China’s move towards a Launch on Warning (LoW) nuclear posture marks an important
shift in the PRC’s commitment to ensuring that no adversary doubts its response in the event of
a nuclear first strike. A higher alert posture not only risks reducing the threshold for nuclear use
in the form of preemption but it could also sow the seeds of miscalculation and unintended
nuclear use.
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The PRC’s nuclear competition with the United States will have a cascading effect. For India
there are some serious implications with China’s increasingly minatory nuclear military
capabilities. First, the size of China’s nuclear arsenal complicates the potency of India’s nuclear
arsenal and it is especially true in the face of the PRC’s pursuit of missile defences in the form of
the HQ-19 interceptors, which are specifically designed and developed to execute mid-course
interception of medium-range ballistic missiles. A significantly larger Chinese nuclear arsenal
paired to missile defences will limit damage to the PRC and more menacingly threatens the
survivability of the Indian nuclear arsenal.
China denies testing ‘hypersonic missile’
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Reinforcing this is Beijing’s pursuit of a Launch on Warning (LoW) posture. Such a posture
reduces the decision time for any Indian retaliatory nuclear strike in the heat of a war or crisis
and places pressure on India to pursue its own LoW. Despite Beijing’s pursuit of No First Use
(NFU), which is reversible, the PRC could also significantly degrade an Indian retaliatory strike if
China chooses to resort to First Use (FU) of nuclear weapons, and even worse outrightly
decapitate India’s nuclear forces. Indian strategic planners will have to think about the
quantitative nuclear balance and India’s nuclear posture vis-à-vis the PRC.
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Finally, India must pay close attention to the sub-surface leg of the PRC’s nuclear arsenal.
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chinese have added two new Type 094 (Jin class)
SSBNs/nuclear-powered ballistic-missile submarines to their existing fleet. The maritime
dimension of China’s nuclear capabilities might not be an immediate strategic challenge but will
potentially become one in the coming years for New Delhi. The Chinese Navy has carried out
bathymetric and ocean mapping surveys in the Indian Ocean crucial to the execution of subsurface military operations. The Bay of Bengal whose sea depth is very conducive for nuclear
submarine missions will leave India exposed to a Chinese atomic pincer from the maritime
domain in addition to the continental domain. New Delhi will have to specifically watch the
pattern in the People Liberation Army Navy’s (PLAN) nuclear submarine deployments and
address the deficit in its subsurface nuclear delivery capabilities.
Harsh V. Pant is Professor of International Relations at King’s College London and Director of
Research at the Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi. Kartik Bommakanti is a
Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation
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DYNAMISM IN INDIA-U.S. TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA
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The trajectory of India-U.S. bilateral ties continues to go up. While there are regular interactions
among officials at various levels and across sectors, as well as people-to-people engagement,
there are no formal interactions between Members of Parliament in India and members of the
U.S. Congress.
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In November, a congressional delegation (CODEL) led by U.S. Senator John Cornyn travelled to
the Indo-Pacific Command countries, including the Philippines, Taiwan and India. In New Delhi,
the six-member delegation interacted with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, and representatives of the Dalai Lama. Senator Cornyn is a senior
member of the Republican Party and co-founder and co-Chair of the Senate Caucus on India
and Indian Americans. Mr. Modi and the members of the delegation noted the “increasing
convergence of strategic interests” between India and the U.S. and said they would like to
“further enhance cooperation... to promote global peace and stability”.
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After the trip, Senator Cornyn said, “The Indo-Pacific is the largest military theater in the world,
and our allies there are invaluable to ensuring we can counter China’s overreach. Our
delegation was able to see firsthand the issues facing countries from mainland India to island
partners in the Pacific...”. The China overhang was visible in the backdrop. Mr. Modi appreciated
the consistent support and constructive role of the U.S. Congress in deepening the India-U.S.
comprehensive global strategic partnership. Mr. Modi and CODEL exchanged views on
enhancing the bilateral relationship and strengthening cooperation on contemporary global
issues such as terrorism, climate change and reliable chains for critical technologies.
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Last month, Senator Cornyn and Democrat colleague Mark Warner urged President Joe Biden
to grant a waiver to India which faces the prospect of sanctions for procuring S-400 missiles
from Russia. Two days after returning from his trip to India, CODEL member Senator Tommy
Tuberville favoured India getting the presidential waiver under the Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act. More on the issue is in the works on Capitol Hill.
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The significance of the CODEL visit is not lost in the U.S. as members of the U.S. Congress play
an important role in determining foreign policy, which at times is dictated by the demands of
constituents. But despite the robustness in India-U.S. relations, there is no institutional
communication or interaction between MPs in India and members of the U.S. Congress. Noting
that there is popular and political support in both countries for a robust India-U.S. partnership,
the joint statement at the end of the 2+2 Dialogue in 2019 stated: “The Ministers looked forward
to the establishment of India-US Parliamentary Exchange to facilitate reciprocal visits by
Parliamentarians of the two countries”. With the next edition of the 2+2 Dialogue due to be held
soon, the Ministers could examine progress on this aspect. India can take it forward through the
Indian Parliamentary Group, which acts as a link between the Indian Parliament and the various
Parliaments of the world. In 1953, the Group had first invited then U.S. Vice President Richard
Nixon to address MPs in the Central Hall of Parliament. Over the years, Presidents Dwight
Eisenhower, Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton and Barack Obama also addressed MPs at Central Hall.
At present, there are eight Parliamentary Friendship Groups of India’s including Japan, Russia,
China and the European Union. The U.S. is absent from this list. It is important to note what
former Congressman and veteran Democrat Jim McDermott, a former co-Chair and pioneer of
the India Caucus on the House side, said: legislative interactions inject dynamism in bilateral
relations. Dr. McDermott was part of the CODEL led by John Lewis to commemorate the 50th
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anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr’s historic journey to India. CODEL travels across the world
during the periods when Congress takes a break from legislative work. Interactions during these
travels are important in shaping relations with foreign countries.
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India’s connection with the U.S. Congress goes back to November 17, 1954, when Vice
President S. Radhakrishnan presented the Senate with a gavel to replace the hour-glassshaped piece of ivory that had shattered during a heated debate when Nixon had used it.
Radhakrishnan hoped that the gavel would inspire senators to debate “with freedom from
passion and prejudice”. In 2022, when Parliament celebrates its 70th year, a formal arrangement
with Congress can institutionalise this unique relationship between representatives of the U.S.
and India.
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Prasad Kunduri is a journalist and former Fulbright-APSA Fellow with the U.S. Congress
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REVERSING FOLLIES IN A HAUNTED BATTLEGROUND
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan
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Geography dictates geopolitics but is often interpreted varyingly. This has been true of
Afghanistan in modern times. Before 1880, its boundaries were demographic rather than
territorial, and as a political entity it began to emerge when the empires of the Safavids in the
west and Moghuls in the east declined rapidly. Till then it was nominally a monarchy, but in
reality a military aristocracy and the death of a ruler was always followed by civil wars.
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In the 1880s ‘Amir’ Abdur Rahman Khan cautioned his country against Tsarist inroads. In the
Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907, the two imperial powers committed themselves not to
undertake change in the political status of Afghanistan. In 1953, the Joint Chiefs of Staff in
Washington concluded that ‘Afghanistan is of little or no strategic importance to the United
States’ and that ‘it would be desirable to remain neutral because otherwise it might be overrun
as an avenue to the Indian subcontinent’. In 1954, Secretary of State J.F. Dulles told a highranking Afghan emissary that ‘instead of asking for arms, Afghanistan should settle the
Pushtunistan dispute with Pakistan.’
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A quarter of a century later, and following the establishment of a Soviet-backed government in
Kabul, National Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski advised President Jimmy Carter to choose
between punitive, coercive or deterrent courses of retaliatory action ‘to maintain credibility in
Moscow’. A decision was then taken in June 1979 to establish ties with Afghan dissident leaders
in Pakistan and offer aid to them. This, in turn, led to Moscow’s direct armed intervention on
December 27, 1979. In response, a trilateral alliance of the United States, Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia emerged to render assistance to the Mujahideen groups through an ‘arms pipeline’
controlled by the Afghan Bureau of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). The latter also decided
on the allocation of funds made available principally by Saudi Arabia to different groups and
coordinated with the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the Saudi intelligence organisation
headed by Prince Turki al-Faisal who has recently given a candid account of it.
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Mr. Carter’s aim, according to Prince Turki, ‘was to embarrass the Soviet Union and make the
cost of occupation of Afghanistan as high as possible… the war in Afghanistan was more a
political and military failure than a conventional military defeat for the Soviet Union… In a military
sense it failed to subdue the Mujahideen but it never suffered a defeat in battle’. More details of
the process was given many years earlier in Artyom Borovik’s The Hidden War that shed much
light on the Soviet conduct of the war and on the morale of its armed forces.
In 1982, Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev posed a question to Prime Minister Indira Gandhi:
‘Show me a way to get out of Afghanistan’; her response was laconic: ‘The way out is the same
as the way in.’ A face-saving formula however took time to emerge since Washington showed
no haste and the Soviet withdrawal was thus completed only in February 1989.
In August 1919, the Treaty of Rawalpindi recognised Afghanistan as a fully sovereign state and
the Amir in turn recognised the Durand Line and agreed to forego the British subsidy. In July
1931, King Nadir Shah announced a policy of neutrality. In July 1949, the Afghan National
Assembly passed a resolution repudiating all previous treaties and agreements with the British
before the birth of Pakistan and rejected the Durand Line as the international frontier.
Decades later, Pakistan’s perceptions changed after the collapse of the People’s Democratic
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) regime in the wake of the Soviet withdrawal and the seven-party
Mujahideen government was installed and recognised by many western states. New Delhi then
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took the view that India’s diplomatic mission in Kabul should continue and so should its
economic assistance and help in the area of public health. It was also decided that it ‘should
contact with leaders of all groups and remain in touch with them so that eventually India could
deal with whosoever came to power’.
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Then and later, the idea of an externally guaranteed institutionalised neutrality was aired but not
welcomed by the Mujahideen; and, even later, President Hamid Karzai was not receptive when
the word was ‘used carelessly’ by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Afghanistan, Kai Eide, in the context of Afghanistan’s future international status. On the other
hand, and in more recent times, the idea has been aired from time to time (including by two from
India) as a possible remedy for minimising or unending competition between competing powers
and to prevent Afghanistan lapsing into being a geopolitical pivot of competing powers and a
source of extremism and terrorism.
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An American scholar Audrey K. Cronin studied in 2016 recent cases of ‘Neutralization as a
Sustainable Approach’ and, in relation to Afghanistan, opined that such an approach can be
negotiated by the United States, China, Iran, Russia, Saudi Arabia, the Central Asian republics
and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), adding that the question of the Durand Line
would need to be addressed during negotiations.
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In December 2003, two Indian commentators opined that the way out of the morass would be to
re-place Afghanistan in its traditional mode of neutrality for which two requirements were
essential: the Afghans themselves must declare unequivocally that they would follow strict
neutrality in their relations with external powers; and the outside powers must commit
themselves to respect Afghanistan’s neutrality. In other words, external powers must subscribe
to a multilateral declaration not to interfere in the internal affairs of Afghanistan together with an
obligation on Afghanistan not to seek outside intervention in its internal situation.
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A suggestion of ‘Neutralization’ as a concept and as a realisable goal has to be thought through
on grounds of principle and of practicality. In the first place, would there be an ideological
constraint from the view point of the present-day Taliban? None has been mentioned and should
not be presumed. Available accounts of the Doha talks suggest that both former Afghanistan
President Ashraf Ghani and the Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation, Zalmay
Khalilzad, mentioned ‘neutral and non-aligned post-peace settlement Afghanistan’ in the
discussions and were not contradicted in terms of Islamic ideology as viewed by the Taliban. It is
on record that Afghan governments practised neutralism (military non-alignment) since King
Nadir Shah’s pronouncement in 1931 — in the Second World War and in the India-Pakistan
1965, 1971 and the Kargil wars. In the foreseeable future and given domestic cohesion, the
likelihood of the Taliban leadership departing from it on ideological or practical grounds does not
seem to arise.
This leaves the factor of practicality that is to be tested on the regime’s immediate and
foreseeable future requirements — recognition, defreezing of assets, immediate food aid, and
longer term bilateral and multilateral economic assistance to replace what was given bilaterally
for other considerations.
The essential ingredients of such neutralisation would be: a formal Afghan declaration in
constitutional terms; a legally binding declaration by each and every immediate and proximate
neighbour; a United Nations Security Council declaration calling on the P5 and interested
powers to refrain from any form of power politics in Afghanistan, and; a United Nations General
Assembly resolution recognising Afghanistan as a neutral state.
On the Durand Line — and while nothing has been formally proposed — the solution would
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seem to lie in a creative approach with some form of a formal but soft border that would
accommodate the area’s history, geography and demography. In this context, an observation by
the former Pakistan Foreign Secretary, Riaz Mohammad Khan, is of relevance: ‘It would be as
futile for Pakistan to push Kabul for formal recognition of the Durand Line as it is for Kabul to
reopen this issue whose parameters it has never been able to define. Kabul should continue to
respect the Durand Line as the functional border, which for Pakistan remains the historical and
legal border.’
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Given the ground situation today, and Afghanistan’s dire need for accommodation with the
external powers, aid-givers and economic assistance, the situation is ripe for political adjustment
of its basic perceptions more so because it can benefit (not harm) the country and allow friendly
countries to render assistance without constraints of competition and power politics.
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In futile efforts, the great Powers have tried and failed to dominate the world through
Afghanistan and left death and misery in its wake. Sanity would suggest a wiser approach.
Hamid Ansari is the former Vice-President of India, 2007-2017
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The Middle East or West Asia is witnessing increased diplomatic activity in recent months with
regional leaders, who were squabbling among themselves not too long ago, engaging each
other at various levels and forums. Saudi Arabia and Qatar have buried their four-year
altercation, while Turkey and UAE are engaging in talks, and Iran and Saudi Arabia have
admitted to negotiations between their officials. Egypt and Turkey too have indicated the
willingness to talks while there is a wider debate on re-admitting Syria into the Arab League fold.
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For avid Middle East watchers, these developments are pleasing as well as puzzling because
they can bode well for regional security and stability, but there does not seem any apparent
push factor for the change in course. It posits the question as to how long this can be sustained,
especially when the causal factors, including regional power competition, ideological misgivings
and threat perceptions, remain intact. There are no indications, for example, of Iran giving up on
its nuclear ambitions or Turkey signalling willingness to reduce regional activism. Similarly,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, UAE, Qatar and Israel continue to face the security threats from rival
powers and non-state actors, as in the past. What then explains the change of hearts among the
regional leaders? Are these tactical moves or an indication of a change in regional geopolitical
scenario?
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These are all complex questions with no straight or easy answers. There can be several factors
forcing the regional leaders to explore the diplomatic route. First and foremost is the post
COVID-19 economic scenario. The world witnessed a sharp decline in economic activities
during most of 2020 and 2021, and the Middle East too was seriously affected. According to the
World Bank, the region’s economies contracted 3.8 per cent in 2020 and are forecast to grow by
2.8 per cent in 2021 and 4.2 per cent in 2022.1 Nonetheless, the challenges in terms of post
COVID-19 economic recovery remain “tenuous and uneven” with the microeconomic forecast for
a majority of the countries showing slow and painful recovery trajectory. Seen together with the
root cause of the Arab Spring and Arab Spring 2.0 protests, that is economic deprivation and
youth aspiration, the task for the regional leaders is cut out—either focus on economic recovery
or face latent domestic anger, recurring protests and possible instability.
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Second, the change could be linked to the new administration in Washington. The US influence
in the Middle East plays an important role in determining the foreign policy priorities of regional
states. For example, under the Trump administration, the world saw heightened tensions in the
Persian Gulf with occasional fears of a direct confrontation between Iran, the US and its regional
allies. On the other hand, the US diplomatic efforts led to the signing of Abraham Accords
between Israel and four Arab countries—UAE, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan—in late 2020.
Under Biden administration the US foreign policy, in general, and Middle East policy, in
particular, have promised to follow a different trajectory than under Trump administration. Focus
on environmental issues, trans-Atlantic cooperation and human rights and an emphasis on
diplomacy and stability is forcing the regional partners of the US to adjust accordingly. One of
the first examples of the Middle Eastern countries adjusting to the change in the White House
was Saudi Arabia moving to resolve its differences with Qatar by signing the Al-Ula Declaration
in January 2021.
Third, there is a combination of domestic and geopolitical considerations that are forcing the
regional leaders to undertake a diplomatic route and engage each other, not necessarily with the
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aim to resolve differences, but certainly to manage them better. For example, Saudi Arabia
wants to emerge as a regional economic and business hub to realise, if not all, at least part of
the Vision 2030 goals, the pet project of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, and without a
robust regional trade and business activity this might prove a pipedream. Similarly, there is a
change of guard in Iran with a more hardliner government keen to address Iran’s economic
challenges and manage public anger. Turkish leader Recep Tayyip Erdoan faces one of the
most difficult challenges in the run up to the 2023 elections, and wishes to use diplomacy to
overcome both economic challenges and declining popularity. The UAE, on the other hand,
wants to reinforce its position as a regional diplomatic heavyweight. Iraqi, Egyptian, Jordanian
and Qatari leaders too have domestic and regional compulsions to invest in diplomatic
initiatives.

IA

S.
co

Notwithstanding the outcomes of these initiatives, does the new momentum in regional
diplomacy offer a window of opportunity for India? New Delhi, under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has significantly reoriented its Middle East policy with vigorous bilateral engagements
focusing on increasing trade, business and investment activities and strengthening defence and
military partnerships. Among the key countries with which India has developed closer
partnership since 2014 are Israel, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. In a way, the three now form the
core of India’s Middle East policy with countries such as Iran, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain and
Iraq, forming the immediate periphery with energy security, safety of Indian community and
connectivity considerations. Improved bilateral relations and greater diplomatic engagements
have helped India deal with challenges emanating from the region more effectively. For
example, evacuation of its nationals from Yemen in 2015, and after the COVID-19 outbreak in
2020 or fulfilment of its energy needs after US sanctions on Iran in 2018–19 were smoother than
it would have been otherwise.
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Greater engagement has also helped Indian diplomacy become more confident in dealing with
the regional issues. Earlier, New Delhi was more comfortable balancing regional engagements
when faced with conflicting situations such as between Iran and Saudi Arabia or Israel and
Palestine. With greater engagements, New Delhi has been able to deal with the conflicting
demands without necessarily shying away from leaning to one side if its interests demand, what
has been termed as de-hyphenation in India’s Middle East policy.2 India has also signalled that
it will no longer be apprehensive of engaging in regional or multilateral initiatives if this serves its
interests. For example, the External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar, held a meeting with his
Israeli, Emirati and US counterparts during his five-day visit to Israel in October 2021 with focus
on enhancing India’s economic engagements with the regional bloc emerging under the
umbrella of Abraham Accords.
The new regional developments bode well for India in terms of its interests in regional security
and stability, but more importantly offer an opportunity for New Delhi to enhance its diplomatic
and economic engagements with the regional countries. Trade, business and investments
should form the core of the Indian engagements without necessarily needing to take
straightforward position on conflicting issues. There are immense economic opportunities that
the region offers, especially in non-conventional sectors such as healthcare, tourism, education,
sports and entertainment and greater diplomacy can pave the way for Indian industries,
businesses and start-ups to partner with the regional businesses.
Undoubtedly, the key objectives of the new diplomatic initiatives in the Middle East are reducing
regional tensions and giving impetus to intra-regional economic activities to overcome the
challenges posed by the COVID-19, and this certainly offers a window of newer, more and
bigger opportunities for India and its business community.
Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
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On her maiden visit to Asia, U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai held bilateral meetings
with Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and relaunched the U.S.-India Trade Policy
Forum (TPF). A lot has transpired in the Indo-U.S. economic partnership in the four years since
the TPF was last convened — from machinations towards a free-trade agreement to the failure
to even reach a mini-trade deal towards the latter half of the Donald Trump administration days.
Instead of progress, there were setbacks, including raised import tariffs and the withdrawal of
benefits to Indian exporters under the U.S.’s Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) which
triggered retaliatory trade barbs. That marquee American businesses (Harley-Davidson and
Ford) have left India has not helped optics, even if their motivations may not have been solely
linked to difficult trade norms. With the Joe Biden administration shutting the door on new trade
pacts and being cold to restoring the GSP status, India must be ruing the hard stances that
scuttled the chances of sealing a deal in the Trump era. Ms. Tai’s visit offers a fresh reset
chance. GSP restoration, she has said, could be considered, while nudging India to set targets
for tariff reductions and easing market access across sectors. The TPF statement also outlines
the sectors and goods and services that need quick attention.
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Whatever misgivings may have existed at the beginning of the Biden administration, Ms. Tai’s
visit, that follows trips by key U.S. Secretaries, indicates U.S. interest in engaging with India in
significant spheres. That it looks at India as a key partner in rebuilding critical supply chains in a
post-pandemic world seeking to cut its dependence on China, is clear from its desire for
integration in areas such as health, medical devices and pharma. India’s pharma exports
account for 40% of the U.S.’s generic drugs supply and Ms. Tai has assuaged its concerns
about delays in U.S. regulatory inspections of pharma units. Her plain-speaking that Indo-U.S.
trade never really lives up to its potential and references to India’s unpredictable regulatory
shifts, tariff- and non-tariff barriers as her priorities, suggests these talks have begun from a
place more grounded in realism. This should serve as a wake-up call for the Government about
its trade posture and spur a more open approach towards a market that will remain the most
critical, irrespective of the trade deals it is seeking with other nations. While America’s stance on
India’s proposal on IPR waivers for the COVID-19 vaccine and medicines will be watched at the
upcoming WTO ministerial, India must seize this fresh initiative with the U.S. to cement its place
in the new supply chains being envisaged. For starters, it must pro-actively steer away from the
protectionism that is leading the globalised world adrift.
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The democratic systems in Tunisia and Sudan constitute the bookends of the Arab Spring
uprisings in West Africa and North Africa over the last decade. The uprisings had begun in
Tunisia in December 2010 and culminated in the country giving itself a democratic constitution in
January 2014. The system worked until July 25 this year when the country’s President, Kais
Saied, staged a “constitutional coup” by suspending the Constitution and its democratic
institutions. Several Ministers, politicians, media persons and activists have been detained, with
some being tried in military courts.
Sudan’s nascent democratic order emerged in 2019, in the second wave of the Arab Spring
uprisings, when demonstrators across the country demanded the removal of the entrenched
President, Omar al-Bashir. This led to a transitional arrangement in which power would be
shared for about four years between the armed forces and the civilian administration, to be
followed by free elections and civilian rule. At the head of the country would be a “Sovereignty
Council” which, in the first instance, would be headed by the Army chief, General Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan, supported by a civilian Prime Minister.
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On October 25, a month before handing over the council to a civilian leadership, Gen. Burhan
declared a state of emergency, suspended the Constitution and the Sovereignty Council, placed
the Prime Minister, Abdalla Hamdok, under house arrest and arrested several Ministers and
activists. However, a month later, on November 21, in the face of massive public protests, Gen.
Burhan released Mr. Hamdok and agreed to restore the transition process, though there are
serious concerns across the country about the military’s sincerity in implementing this
agreement.
Tunisia’s political order has lurched from crisis to crisis over the last few years due to the parlous
state of the economy and the mishandling of the novel coronavirus pandemic. The pandemic
has wreaked disaster in the country — Tunisia, with a population of 12 million, has experienced
600,000 infections and 18,600 deaths, giving it the dubious distinction of having the highest
pandemic-related infections and deaths per capita in Africa.
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The pandemic has also wrecked the economy; its GDP fell by 8.6% in 2020, compared to the
previous year, unemployment went from 15% to 17.8%, inflation is at 6.2% while poverty
increased from 14% to 21%. The country needs $5 billion to finance the estimated budget deficit
and repayments.
President Kais Saied had obtained a landslide victory in 2019, but soon began to express his
unhappiness with the paralysed political system and his “disgust” at the pervasive corruption
among Assembly members, referring to them as “monsters” and “birds of prey”.
On July 25, the President dismissed the Prime Minister, suspended Parliament, and announced
he would rule by decree. The next day, he declared a nationwide curfew for a month. On
September 22, he issued a presidential order giving himself full legislative and executive
authority, and suspending the Constitution and the Assembly indefinitely.
Though the President’s coup was initially welcomed, as weeks passed with no initiative to
improve economic conditions, the popular mood has turned hostile; opposition parties and trade
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unions are now organising themselves to take to the streets to restore the revolution and the
Constitution.
The military takeover in Sudan on October 25 was preceded by increasing concerns among the
armed forces about the imminent handover of power to the civilian leadership in November,
particularly on account of the agenda being driven by Prime Minister Hamdok. He had spoken of
getting the former President, Omar al-Bashir, tried by the International Criminal Court (ICC),
where the generals feared their own role in perpetrating human rights abuses in Darfur and
during the 2019 uprisings would also be exposed.
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Editorial | Coup in Sudan
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But the larger issue that agitated them was Mr. Hamdok’s insistence that the military give up its
control over business — it is believed that the armed forces control about 200 companies,
valued at $2 billion. Some generals, like Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo, who heads the notorious
Rapid Support Forces, are said to control gold mines in Darfur.
On November 10, Gen. Burhan announced a new Sovereignty Council headed by him, with
General Dagalo as his deputy, signalling the end of Sudan’s encounter with a democratic order.
However, Gen. Burhan did not anticipate the country-wide popular protests led by civil society
organisations whose agitations had brought about the transition arrangements of 2019. These
demonstrators braved police bullets, which, over a month, killed 40 of them and injured over
100.
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Two days after the killing of 15 protesters, Gen. Burhan released Mr. Hamdok from house arrest,
on November 21, and, on state television, signed an agreement with him to head a new
“technocratic” government. The 14-point deal commits Gen. Burhan to the transition
arrangements of 2019 and the release of all political prisoners. Mr. Hamdok has said he had
accepted the agreement to end “the bloodbath” of recent weeks, while Gen. Burhan has said it
would pave the way towards “a transparent, democratic election [till] total civilian government
and total democracy” were realised.
Sudanese call for mass anti-coup protests as death toll rises to 40
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Most of the country’s activists are not impressed. Given the low credibility of the armed forces,
they are insisting on “no negotiation and no partnership, and no legitimacy” for the armed forces.
With Gen. Burhan and Gen. Dagalo still controlling the Sovereignty Council, these fears are
well-founded.
Several commentators have seen the hand of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and Egypt in engineering the overturning of the democratic processes in Tunisia and Sudan, as
they view a successful democratic order as an existential threat. Media comment in these three
countries has been particularly celebratory: in relation to the Tunisia events, the Saudi paper,
Okaz, headlined, “Tunisia revolts against the Brotherhood”, while the Egyptian daily, Al Ahram,
said that these events were a “loss for the last Brotherhood stronghold in the region”.
In Sudan, both Gen. Burhan and his deputy, Gen. Dagalo, have been close to the UAE and
Saudi Arabia for some years. Gen. Burhan provided Sudanese troops as part of the Saudi-led
coalition in Yemen and ensured they were not withdrawn later despite Mr. Hamdok’s wishes.
Gen. Burhan also backed the UAE’s outreach to Israel last year by secretly meeting Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Uganda in February 2020 and then joining the UAE in
normalising diplomatic ties with Israel later that year.
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In Tunisia, which saw the elevation of the Islamist Ennahda to power, the UAE is believed to
have funded social media campaigns to criticise the democratic revolution and back politicians
who support the old authoritarian regime. The Saudi and UAE role in undermining the
democratic systems in Tunisia and Sudan recalls their similar role in arranging the overthrow of
the democratically-elected Morsi government in Egypt in 2013 and the accession of General
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to power.
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The Egyptian leader now has a more immediate concern as well; one that also agitates his
partners in Riyadh and Abu Dhabi — the democratic order in Tunisia and its nascent shape in
Sudan have been inspirations for Arab people living under authoritarian rule for several
decades. Now, as recent developments in Tunisia and Sudan again entrench autocracy, there
are fears that the beacon of reform could be extinguished across the region — for years to
come.
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Talmiz Ahmad is a former diplomat and holds the Ram Sathe Chair for International Studies,
Symbiosis International University, Pune

The State’s fall from grace can be reversed if voter behaviour is shaped by development
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1.
India and the United States held the twelfth Ministerial-level meeting of the India-United
States Trade Policy Forum (TPF) in New Delhi on November 23, 2021. Indian Minister of
Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal and U.S. Trade Representative, Ambassador
Katherine Tai co-chaired the TPF meeting. The Ministers convened the TPF with a view to
advancing the goal, announced by President Biden and Prime Minister Modi at their September
24, 2021 meeting, to “develop an ambitious, shared vision for the future of the trade
relationship.” As India and the United States look ahead to define that ambitious future, the
Ministers recognized the importance of engaging in collaborative discussion on the full range of
existing and emerging issues affecting our trade relationship.
2.
The Ministers underlined the significance of the TPF in forging robust bilateral trade ties
and enhancing the bilateral economic relationshipto benefit working people in both countries.
They agreed that reconvening the TPF and regular engagement under the forum would help
inaddressing outstanding bilateral trade concerns andallow the two countries to explore
important, emerging trade policy issues.They agreed that the TPF Working Groups on
agriculture, non-agriculture goods, services,investment, and intellectual property should be reactivated in order to address issues of mutual concern on an ongoing basis.
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3.
The Ministers expressed satisfaction over the robust rebound in bilateral merchandise
trade this year 2021 (January – September 2021), which showed almost 50 percent growth over
the same period in the previous year; bilateral merchandise trade in the current year is poised to
surpass US$ 100 billion mark. The Ministers also appreciatedthe importance of two-way
services trade and foreign direct investment (FDI) as contributors to deeper economic and trade
tiesand noted buoyancy in bilateral FDI investments in recentmonths.
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4. Ambassador Tai expressed her appreciationfora number of important economic reforms
recently initiated by India, such as liberalization of FDI in the insurance sector, elimination ofa
retrospective provision in income tax, and launching of the “Single Window System” for
facilitating investment. These reforms have enabledimprovements in the business ecosystem
and Ambassador Tai encouraged the continuation of market-oriented reforms implemented
through transparent means. The Ministers underlined the importance of establishing a conducive
environment for further integrating the two economies to the benefit of both sides.
5. The Ministers underlined the importance of the India-U.S. trade and economic partnership in
addressing global challenges. They agreed to work collaboratively and constructively in relevant
multilateral trade bodies including the WTO, the G20, and the OECD both for enhancing the
bilateral trade relationship andfor achieving a shared vision of a transparent, rules-based global
trading system among market economies and democracies.
6. The Ministers acknowledged the significance of creating resilient and secure supply chains. In
this context, they agreed that India and the United States could, together with like-minded
partners, take a leading role in developing secure supply chains in critical sectors of trade and
technology.Acknowledging the strong history of collaboration between India and United States in
the field of health, the Ministers identified this sector as bearing particular importance in the
context of work on resilient supply chains. India also noted its interest in partnering with the U.S.
and allies in developing a secure pharmaceutical manufacturing base for augmenting global
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7. The Ministers also shared perspectives on the importance of health-related goods and
services in U.S.-India trade relations andpledged to pursue constructive dialogue on a range of
regulatory issues affecting trade in health-related products.In this regard, the United States
acknowledged India’s concerns regarding delays, arising from the COVID-19 pandemic, in U.S.
regulatory inspections of Indian pharmaceutical facilities. The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) continues to evaluate COVID-19 conditions and is conducting prioritized
inspections when there is minimal risk to company and FDA officials. FDA will also continue to
utilize remote evaluation techniques for regulatory decisions as appropriate.
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8. The Ministers agreed on the importance of critical and emerging technologies in delivering
economic growth and achieving shared strategic priorities, and took note of the work underway
on these issues within the Quad framework. They discussed the importance of regular sharing of
perspectives on issues, including cyberspace, semiconductors, AI, 5G, 6G and future generation
telecommunications technology. They welcomed the participation and collaboration of the
private sector in both countries in building stronger linkages in these critical sectors, and
supporting resilient and secureglobal supply chains.
Progress on Bilateral Trade Concerns
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9.During the course of the TPF held on November 23, 2021, the Ministers reviewed the
developments across the canvass of bilateral trade issuesandagreed to highlight the following
outcomes and future priorities.
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10.The Ministers acknowledged the tangible benefits accruing to Indian and U.S. farmers and
businesses, by mutually resolving certain outstanding market access issues through increased
bilateral engagement. Both sides also agreed to continue working to expand bilateral trade in
agricultural and food products through the TPF Working Group on Agricultural Goods and
committed to holdingtechnical dialogues on animal health, plant health, and food safety and
other technical issues in 2022.
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11. The Ministers welcomed the agreement to finalize work on market access facilitation for
mangoes and pomegranates, pomegranate arils from India, and cherries and alfalfa hay for
animal feed from the United States. The United States intends to finalize the transfer of the
preclearance programme/regulatory oversight of irradiation for mangoes and pomegranate to
Indian authorities as soon as is practicable. The United States and India also look forward to
signing the Systems Approach Operational Work Plan for the export of pomegranate arils from
India to the United States. India intends to finalize phyto-sanitary work to allow the importation of
U.S. cherries, and India intends to finalize the phyto-sanitary certification which will allow the
importation of U.S. alfalfa hay for animal feed into India. In addition, the U.S. agreed to work to
complete India’s request for table grapes access to the United States, and India agreed to work
to finalize the mutually agreed export certificate to allow the importation of U.S. pork and pork
products.
12. The U.S. side welcomed the extension in time notified by India for accepting certain test
results from ILAC accredited labs undertheMandatory Testing and Certification of Telecom
Equipment (MTCTE) policy, and both sides agreed on the importance of providing sufficient time
for industry to adapt to future testing requirements. The U.S. also appreciated the extension in
time notified by India regarding implementation of Polythene Material for molding and extrusion
(Quality Control) Order, 2021and to consider consultation with industry to discuss labeling
arrangements that satisfy the measure’s objectives.
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13. The Ministers welcomed the enhanced engagement on intellectual property (IP)and
recognized that the protection and enforcement of IP contributes to the promotion of innovation
as well as bilateral trade and investment in IP-intensive industries. They appreciated the work of
the TPF IP Working Groupand reviewed its progress in copyrights, patents, trademarks, and
sharing of national experiences regarding traditional knowledge and genetic resources. The
United States welcomed India’s clarifying the administration of its patent regime, including on
disclosure requirements, treatment of confidential information, patent application oppositions, as
well as supporting evidence for well-known trademark applications.Both the United States and
India welcomed each other’s commitment to comply with the World Intellectual Property
Organization Copyright Treaty and World Intellectual Property Organization Performance and
Phonogram Treaty.
Areas for Future Work
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14. The Ministers expressed an intentto continue to work together on resolving outstanding
trade issues as some of these require additionalengagement in order to reach convergence in
the near future. They agreed further to utilize the revitalized TPF and its Working Groups as a
means of rapidly engaging on new trade concerns as they arise, and that they would take stock
at quarterly intervals to evaluate progress in this regard.

IA

15. The Ministers reviewed their particular interests for achieving progress in the area of market
access. In this regard, India highlighted its interest in restoration of itsbeneficiary status under
the U.S. Generalized System of Preferences program; the United States noted that this could be
considered, as warranted, in relation tothe eligibility criteria determined by the U.S. Congress.
The United States and India also exchanged views on potential targeted tariff reductions.
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16. The Ministers agreed to follow up on exploring the possibility of enhanced market access
for additional identified agricultural products. They also agreed to engage on U.S. concerns
regarding regulatory approvals for the Distillers’ Dried Grains with Solubles, andIndia’s
concernsregarding market access for water buffalo meat andrestoration of market access for
wild caught shrimp.
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17. The US side acknowledged the work being done by the Indian side to strike a balance
between access to medical devices at affordablerates and the availability of cuttingedge medical
technology. In this regard, the United States welcomed the recent application of the Trade
Margin Rationalization (TMR) approach for price regulation on certain medical device products
and India noted that wider application of TMR for other medical devices is under consideration
by the relevant authorities.
18. The United Statesnoted its support for India’s ambitious goal of reaching 20 percent ethanol
blending with petrol by 2025 and expressedan interest in supplyingethanol to Indiafor fuel
purposes.The Ministers agreed to explore ways for enhancing collaboration for the
implementation of their respective ethanol blending programs.
19. The Ministers highlighted the important role of the services sector, including digital
services, in India and the United States, and the significant potential for increasing bilateral
services trade and investment. They noted that the movement of professional and skilled
workers, students, investors and business travelers between their countries contributes
immensely to enhancingbilateral economic and technological partnership.In this respect, the
Indian side welcomed the recent U.S. decision to allow travel to the United Statesby fully
vaccinated Indians. The United States and India decided to continue their engagement on visa
issues, and their shared resolve to facilitate the movement of professionals, skilled workers,
experts, and scientific personnel.The Ministers acknowledged the ongoing discussions on a
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Social Security Totalization Agreement and welcomed further engagement on pursuing such an
agreement.
20. The Ministers recognized that legal, nursingand accountancy services can facilitate growth
in trade and investment, and they agreed to continue discussion on promoting engagement in
these sectors. They discussed the importance of electronic payment services as a catalyst to the
further expansion of the bilateral trade relationship, and both sides agreed to continue
engagement in this area.
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21. The Ministers exchanged views on harnessing the vast potential of digital trade to spur
economic growth and innovation, and committed to work together to build common
understanding, and increase engagement both bilaterally,including inthe TPF and ICT Working
Group, andin relevant multilateralfora, including the G20 and WTO. They pledged to deepen
bilateral engagement to promote the digital economy, and to explore the adoption of joint
principles that ensure that the internet remains open for free exchange of ideas, goods, and
services.
22. The Ministers agreed to further engage to find mutually agreed solutions on outstanding
WTO disputes between the two countries.
Engagement on Emerging Issues
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23. The Ministers also exchanged information on the relationship between trade and labour
emphasizing the importance of trade in creating employment and opportunities for working
population. The Ministers shared perspectives on the role of trade in improving the welfare of
working people in India and the United States.The Ministers also agreed to work together on
issues of child labour and forced labour in global supply chains in order to promote resilience
and sustainability.
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24. The Ministers shared perspectives on the relationship between trade and environment
matters and exchanged views on approaches to increase the utilization of renewable energy and
other clean technologies to achieve net-zero emissions, including by aiming to mobilize finance
and scale innovative clean technologies as agreed in the India – US Climate and Clean Energy
Agenda 2030 Partnership.
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25. The Ministers agreed to exchange information on standards and conformity assessment
procedures to ensure that requirements are no more trade restrictive than necessary and are in
line with international agreements. They also noted the importance of transparency in the
rulemaking process and agreed to explore ways to enhance good regulatory practices.
26. The Ministers also agreed to relaunch workshops focused on accelerating implementation
of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement.
27. The Ministers concluded byunderlining the importance of integrating the two economies
across sectors to harness the untapped potential of the relationship. They agreed that the TPF
should seek to continually deliver concrete outcomes to generate mutual confidence. Such an
approach would contribute to a more ambitious future for the bilateral trade and economic
relationship and take it to the next level so that both countries could benefit from the inherent
complementarities in the two economies. This would lead to economic prosperity, employment
generation and improvement in livelihood in both the countries. In this connection, they directed
the TPF Working Groups to develop, by March 2022, plans of action for making substantive
progress. They further directed their senior officials to remain in regular contact to review the
activity of the Working Groups and identify a set of specific trade outcomes that could be
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finalized for an inter-sessional TPF meeting to be held by mid-2022.
28. The Ministers agreed to remain engaged to give greater energy to the TPF’s work and to
reconvene the TPF at the Ministerial level before the end of 2022.
*****
DJN
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1.
India and the United States held the twelfth Ministerial-level meeting of the India-United
States Trade Policy Forum (TPF) in New Delhi on November 23, 2021. Indian Minister of
Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal and U.S. Trade Representative, Ambassador
Katherine Tai co-chaired the TPF meeting. The Ministers convened the TPF with a view to
advancing the goal, announced by President Biden and Prime Minister Modi at their September
24, 2021 meeting, to “develop an ambitious, shared vision for the future of the trade
relationship.” As India and the United States look ahead to define that ambitious future, the
Ministers recognized the importance of engaging in collaborative discussion on the full range of
existing and emerging issues affecting our trade relationship.

IA

2.
The Ministers underlined the significance of the TPF in forging robust bilateral trade ties
and enhancing the bilateral economic relationshipto benefit working people in both countries.
They agreed that reconvening the TPF and regular engagement under the forum would help
inaddressing outstanding bilateral trade concerns andallow the two countries to explore
important, emerging trade policy issues.They agreed that the TPF Working Groups on
agriculture, non-agriculture goods, services,investment, and intellectual property should be reactivated in order to address issues of mutual concern on an ongoing basis.
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3.
The Ministers expressed satisfaction over the robust rebound in bilateral merchandise
trade this year 2021 (January – September 2021), which showed almost 50 percent growth over
the same period in the previous year; bilateral merchandise trade in the current year is poised to
surpass US$ 100 billion mark. The Ministers also appreciatedthe importance of two-way
services trade and foreign direct investment (FDI) as contributors to deeper economic and trade
tiesand noted buoyancy in bilateral FDI investments in recentmonths.
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4. Ambassador Tai expressed her appreciationfora number of important economic reforms
recently initiated by India, such as liberalization of FDI in the insurance sector, elimination ofa
retrospective provision in income tax, and launching of the “Single Window System” for
facilitating investment. These reforms have enabledimprovements in the business ecosystem
and Ambassador Tai encouraged the continuation of market-oriented reforms implemented
through transparent means. The Ministers underlined the importance of establishing a conducive
environment for further integrating the two economies to the benefit of both sides.
5. The Ministers underlined the importance of the India-U.S. trade and economic partnership in
addressing global challenges. They agreed to work collaboratively and constructively in relevant
multilateral trade bodies including the WTO, the G20, and the OECD both for enhancing the
bilateral trade relationship andfor achieving a shared vision of a transparent, rules-based global
trading system among market economies and democracies.
6. The Ministers acknowledged the significance of creating resilient and secure supply chains. In
this context, they agreed that India and the United States could, together with like-minded
partners, take a leading role in developing secure supply chains in critical sectors of trade and
technology.Acknowledging the strong history of collaboration between India and United States in
the field of health, the Ministers identified this sector as bearing particular importance in the
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context of work on resilient supply chains. India also noted its interest in partnering with the U.S.
and allies in developing a secure pharmaceutical manufacturing base for augmenting global
supply chains.
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7. The Ministers also shared perspectives on the importance of health-related goods and
services in U.S.-India trade relations andpledged to pursue constructive dialogue on a range of
regulatory issues affecting trade in health-related products.In this regard, the United States
acknowledged India’s concerns regarding delays, arising from the COVID-19 pandemic, in U.S.
regulatory inspections of Indian pharmaceutical facilities. The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) continues to evaluate COVID-19 conditions and is conducting prioritized
inspections when there is minimal risk to company and FDA officials. FDA will also continue to
utilize remote evaluation techniques for regulatory decisions as appropriate.
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8. The Ministers agreed on the importance of critical and emerging technologies in delivering
economic growth and achieving shared strategic priorities, and took note of the work underway
on these issues within the Quad framework. They discussed the importance of regular sharing of
perspectives on issues, including cyberspace, semiconductors, AI, 5G, 6G and future generation
telecommunications technology. They welcomed the participation and collaboration of the
private sector in both countries in building stronger linkages in these critical sectors, and
supporting resilient and secureglobal supply chains.
Progress on Bilateral Trade Concerns
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9.During the course of the TPF held on November 23, 2021, the Ministers reviewed the
developments across the canvass of bilateral trade issuesandagreed to highlight the following
outcomes and future priorities.
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10.The Ministers acknowledged the tangible benefits accruing to Indian and U.S. farmers and
businesses, by mutually resolving certain outstanding market access issues through increased
bilateral engagement. Both sides also agreed to continue working to expand bilateral trade in
agricultural and food products through the TPF Working Group on Agricultural Goods and
committed to holdingtechnical dialogues on animal health, plant health, and food safety and
other technical issues in 2022.
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11. The Ministers welcomed the agreement to finalize work on market access facilitation for
mangoes and pomegranates, pomegranate arils from India, and cherries and alfalfa hay for
animal feed from the United States. The United States intends to finalize the transfer of the
preclearance programme/regulatory oversight of irradiation for mangoes and pomegranate to
Indian authorities as soon as is practicable. The United States and India also look forward to
signing the Systems Approach Operational Work Plan for the export of pomegranate arils from
India to the United States. India intends to finalize phyto-sanitary work to allow the importation of
U.S. cherries, and India intends to finalize the phyto-sanitary certification which will allow the
importation of U.S. alfalfa hay for animal feed into India. In addition, the U.S. agreed to work to
complete India’s request for table grapes access to the United States, and India agreed to work
to finalize the mutually agreed export certificate to allow the importation of U.S. pork and pork
products.
12. The U.S. side welcomed the extension in time notified by India for accepting certain test
results from ILAC accredited labs undertheMandatory Testing and Certification of Telecom
Equipment (MTCTE) policy, and both sides agreed on the importance of providing sufficient time
for industry to adapt to future testing requirements. The U.S. also appreciated the extension in
time notified by India regarding implementation of Polythene Material for molding and extrusion
(Quality Control) Order, 2021and to consider consultation with industry to discuss labeling

Page 116
arrangements that satisfy the measure’s objectives.
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13. The Ministers welcomed the enhanced engagement on intellectual property (IP)and
recognized that the protection and enforcement of IP contributes to the promotion of innovation
as well as bilateral trade and investment in IP-intensive industries. They appreciated the work of
the TPF IP Working Groupand reviewed its progress in copyrights, patents, trademarks, and
sharing of national experiences regarding traditional knowledge and genetic resources. The
United States welcomed India’s clarifying the administration of its patent regime, including on
disclosure requirements, treatment of confidential information, patent application oppositions, as
well as supporting evidence for well-known trademark applications.Both the United States and
India welcomed each other’s commitment to comply with the World Intellectual Property
Organization Copyright Treaty and World Intellectual Property Organization Performance and
Phonogram Treaty.
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Areas for Future Work

14. The Ministers expressed an intentto continue to work together on resolving outstanding
trade issues as some of these require additionalengagement in order to reach convergence in
the near future. They agreed further to utilize the revitalized TPF and its Working Groups as a
means of rapidly engaging on new trade concerns as they arise, and that they would take stock
at quarterly intervals to evaluate progress in this regard.

IA

15. The Ministers reviewed their particular interests for achieving progress in the area of market
access. In this regard, India highlighted its interest in restoration of itsbeneficiary status under
the U.S. Generalized System of Preferences program; the United States noted that this could be
considered, as warranted, in relation tothe eligibility criteria determined by the U.S. Congress.
The United States and India also exchanged views on potential targeted tariff reductions.
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16. The Ministers agreed to follow up on exploring the possibility of enhanced market access
for additional identified agricultural products. They also agreed to engage on U.S. concerns
regarding regulatory approvals for the Distillers’ Dried Grains with Solubles, andIndia’s
concernsregarding market access for water buffalo meat andrestoration of market access for
wild caught shrimp.
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17. The US side acknowledged the work being done by the Indian side to strike a balance
between access to medical devices at affordablerates and the availability of cuttingedge medical
technology. In this regard, the United States welcomed the recent application of the Trade
Margin Rationalization (TMR) approach for price regulation on certain medical device products
and India noted that wider application of TMR for other medical devices is under consideration
by the relevant authorities.
18. The United Statesnoted its support for India’s ambitious goal of reaching 20 percent ethanol
blending with petrol by 2025 and expressedan interest in supplyingethanol to Indiafor fuel
purposes.The Ministers agreed to explore ways for enhancing collaboration for the
implementation of their respective ethanol blending programs.
19. The Ministers highlighted the important role of the services sector, including digital
services, in India and the United States, and the significant potential for increasing bilateral
services trade and investment. They noted that the movement of professional and skilled
workers, students, investors and business travelers between their countries contributes
immensely to enhancingbilateral economic and technological partnership.In this respect, the
Indian side welcomed the recent U.S. decision to allow travel to the United Statesby fully
vaccinated Indians. The United States and India decided to continue their engagement on visa
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issues, and their shared resolve to facilitate the movement of professionals, skilled workers,
experts, and scientific personnel.The Ministers acknowledged the ongoing discussions on a
Social Security Totalization Agreement and welcomed further engagement on pursuing such an
agreement.
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20. The Ministers recognized that legal, nursingand accountancy services can facilitate growth
in trade and investment, and they agreed to continue discussion on promoting engagement in
these sectors. They discussed the importance of electronic payment services as a catalyst to the
further expansion of the bilateral trade relationship, and both sides agreed to continue
engagement in this area.
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21. The Ministers exchanged views on harnessing the vast potential of digital trade to spur
economic growth and innovation, and committed to work together to build common
understanding, and increase engagement both bilaterally,including inthe TPF and ICT Working
Group, andin relevant multilateralfora, including the G20 and WTO. They pledged to deepen
bilateral engagement to promote the digital economy, and to explore the adoption of joint
principles that ensure that the internet remains open for free exchange of ideas, goods, and
services.
22. The Ministers agreed to further engage to find mutually agreed solutions on outstanding
WTO disputes between the two countries.
Engagement on Emerging Issues
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23. The Ministers also exchanged information on the relationship between trade and labour
emphasizing the importance of trade in creating employment and opportunities for working
population. The Ministers shared perspectives on the role of trade in improving the welfare of
working people in India and the United States.The Ministers also agreed to work together on
issues of child labour and forced labour in global supply chains in order to promote resilience
and sustainability.
24. The Ministers shared perspectives on the relationship between trade and environment
matters and exchanged views on approaches to increase the utilization of renewable energy and
other clean technologies to achieve net-zero emissions, including by aiming to mobilize finance
and scale innovative clean technologies as agreed in the India – US Climate and Clean Energy
Agenda 2030 Partnership.
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25. The Ministers agreed to exchange information on standards and conformity assessment
procedures to ensure that requirements are no more trade restrictive than necessary and are in
line with international agreements. They also noted the importance of transparency in the
rulemaking process and agreed to explore ways to enhance good regulatory practices.
26. The Ministers also agreed to relaunch workshops focused on accelerating implementation
of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement.
27. The Ministers concluded byunderlining the importance of integrating the two economies
across sectors to harness the untapped potential of the relationship. They agreed that the TPF
should seek to continually deliver concrete outcomes to generate mutual confidence. Such an
approach would contribute to a more ambitious future for the bilateral trade and economic
relationship and take it to the next level so that both countries could benefit from the inherent
complementarities in the two economies. This would lead to economic prosperity, employment
generation and improvement in livelihood in both the countries. In this connection, they directed
the TPF Working Groups to develop, by March 2022, plans of action for making substantive
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progress. They further directed their senior officials to remain in regular contact to review the
activity of the Working Groups and identify a set of specific trade outcomes that could be
finalized for an inter-sessional TPF meeting to be held by mid-2022.
28. The Ministers agreed to remain engaged to give greater energy to the TPF’s work and to
reconvene the TPF at the Ministerial level before the end of 2022.
*****
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Date : 2021-11-24

INDIA – UNITED STATES TO TAKE ECONOMIC
RELATIONSHIP TO THE NEXT HIGH LEVEL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

m

India – United States today reaffirmed their commitment to take economic relationship between
the two countries to the next high level. Commerce and Industry Minister of India Shri Piyush
Goyal and USTR Ambassador Katherine Tai also ensured that
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India – US TPF take a firm decision to integrate the economies across sectors and move
towards securing and ambitious future for trade relations between the two strategic partners and
democracies.

The two leaders underlined the importance of integrating the two economies across sectors to
harness the untapped potential of the relationship.
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During the meeting the leaders pushed to work towards a more ambitious future for the bilateral
trade and economic relationship and take it to the next level so that both economies could
benefit from the inherent complementarities.

India and the United States held the 12th Ministerial-level meeting of the India-United States
Trade Policy Forum (TPF) in New Delhi on November 23, 2021 with a view to advancing the
goal, to “develop an ambitious, shared vision for the future of the trade relationship”, as
announced by PM Modi and President Biden at their September 24, 2021 meeting.
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Indian Minister of Commerce and Industry, Textiles, Consumer Affairs and Food& Public
Distribution, Shri Piyush Goyal and U.S. Trade Representative, Ambassador Katherine Tai cochaired the TPF meeting.

The Ministers recognized the importance of engaging in collaborative discussion on the full
range of existing and emerging issues affecting our trade relationship. In this regard TPF could
be the major platform for collaboration and cooperation in trade matters, resolve bilateral trade
concerns and explore important, emerging trade policy issues.

Highlights of the India USA TPF 2021 discussions are as follows:
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Bilateral trade matters

Ministers directed the TPF Working Groups to develop, by March 2022, plans of action for
making substantive progress, including identification of set of specific trade outcomes that could
be finalized for an inter-sessional TPF meeting to be held by mid-2022.
***
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India – United States today reaffirmed their commitment to take economic relationship between
the two countries to the next high level. Commerce and Industry Minister of India Shri Piyush
Goyal and USTR Ambassador Katherine Tai also ensured that

Page 121

India – US TPF take a firm decision to integrate the economies across sectors and move
towards securing and ambitious future for trade relations between the two strategic partners and
democracies.
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The two leaders underlined the importance of integrating the two economies across sectors to
harness the untapped potential of the relationship.

S.
co

During the meeting the leaders pushed to work towards a more ambitious future for the bilateral
trade and economic relationship and take it to the next level so that both economies could
benefit from the inherent complementarities.
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India and the United States held the 12th Ministerial-level meeting of the India-United States
Trade Policy Forum (TPF) in New Delhi on November 23, 2021 with a view to advancing the
goal, to “develop an ambitious, shared vision for the future of the trade relationship”, as
announced by PM Modi and President Biden at their September 24, 2021 meeting.
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Indian Minister of Commerce and Industry, Textiles, Consumer Affairs and Food& Public
Distribution, Shri Piyush Goyal and U.S. Trade Representative, Ambassador Katherine Tai cochaired the TPF meeting.
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The Ministers recognized the importance of engaging in collaborative discussion on the full
range of existing and emerging issues affecting our trade relationship. In this regard TPF could
be the major platform for collaboration and cooperation in trade matters, resolve bilateral trade
concerns and explore important, emerging trade policy issues.

Highlights of the India USA TPF 2021 discussions are as follows:

Bilateral trade matters
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Future Work
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Ministers directed the TPF Working Groups to develop, by March 2022, plans of action for
making substantive progress, including identification of set of specific trade outcomes that could
be finalized for an inter-sessional TPF meeting to be held by mid-2022.
***
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Date : 2021-11-26

‘BETTER CONNECTIVITY WITH BANGLADESH’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

Boosting ties:Home Minister Amit Shah addressing delegates at a function by the Indian
Chamber of Commerce.PTI

m

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday said the northeast States will be linked by road
and railway to Bangladesh in a year or two, creating many opportunities in the region. Mr. Shah
said trade with Bangladesh will get a boost with the start of the Agartala-Akhaura railway link.
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He said the historic Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) signed with Bangladesh in 2014 ensured
proper connectivity in the region.
Mr. Shah was virtually addressing the delegates at a function organised by the Indian Chamber
of Commerce.
He said peace had been restored in the northeast in the last seven years along with economic
and political stability, and the Governments were able to complete their full five year-term.

IA

“Pre-2014, differences were created between the rest of India and the northeast. I went to a
pharmacy in Nagaland once and the shopkeeper did not recognise me. He asked where I had
come from. I said Kolkata. Oh, you have come from India, the shopkeeper said. My heartbeat
stopped for two seconds. I asked him if Nagaland was not part of India, but he did not say
anything. I mention this incident because post-2014, Mr. Modi worked to remove the emotional
rift with people in the northeast,” Mr. Shah said.
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“By 2024, the Modi Government will connect capitals of all the eight States by air, seven of the
eight State capitals will be connected through rail, and a network of roads is operational. Time
has come to invest in the northeast, empower the northeast, give a boost to the northeast and
bring the northeast into the nation’s development trajectory,” Mr. Shah said.
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GANGA CONNECT CONCLUDES IN LONDON: HIGH
LEVEL OF ENGAGEMENT & TANGIBLE OUTCOMES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - UK
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The Ganga Connect exhibition, that has been running across the UK from 8th November
concluded in London on 25th November 2021. This has been a major effort of the National
Mission for Clean Ganga, the High Commission of India and cGanga to engage with the
international community of scientists, technology companies, policy makers, industry, investors
and finance professionals.

In the concluding session, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Minister of Jal Shakti,and Shri
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, National Mission for Clean Ganga, hosted a virtual
roundtable with eminent members of the Indian community who gathered in person at the Indian
High Commission in London, UK and others via a digital bridge from elsewhere in the UK. The
Minister Jal Shakti interacted with the community members who asked questions and offered
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numerous suggestions on how they might be able to engage and support the
NamamiGangeprogramme.

IA

Both the Minister and Director General accepted the community members’ requests to carry the
exhibition across various community centres across the UK. Several other developments were
reported to the Hon’ble Minister as decisions taken which were later announced during the
reception.
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The exhibition started in Glasgow and moved to Cardiff, Birmingham, Oxford before concluding
in London. Shri Ashok Kumar Singh, Executive Director – Projects, NMCG was present at the
Ganga Connect in Cardiff and Shri D.P.Mathuria, Executive Director - Technical represented
NMCG at the exhibition in Birmingham. The end of the exhibition was marked by an evening
reception hosted by H.E. GaitriIssar Kumar, Indian High Commissioner to the UK and ShriRozy
Agarwal, Executive Director – Finance,NMCG. Prof Vinod Tare and Shri Sanmit Ahuja of
cGanga also participated.
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Welcoming the guests, the High Commissioner said that the NamamiGangeprogramme is a
flagship initiative of Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister and that India places top priority
towards climate change and cleaning up its environment.
In further engagement with the guests, Mr. Agarwal made 10 key strategic announcements that
summarised the highlights of the two weeks long exhibition. These are:
Ganga Connect UK Community Engagement Chapters: The primary objective of the
Ganga Connect exhibition was to engage with the UK community and major support
hasbeen receivedfrom community members from all across the UK. The community
leaders are forming chapters across the country that will establish a link between
members and the NamamiGangeprogramme. The chapters established are:Scotland –
Ganga Connect, Wales –Ganga Connect, Midlands – Ganga Connect, London – Ganga
Connect.
Each chapter will have convenors who will connect various interest groups with the
NamamiGangeprogramme including scientists, technology companies, investors and community
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members.The chapters will host workshops and outreach programmes throughout the year to
raise awareness about the NamamiGangeprogramme. Nearly 100 members have joined the
four different chapters already.
Twinning of Rivers: Twinning of rivers to share knowledge, best practices and
experiences of river basin management including community engagement programmes.

m

Scotland – India Water Partnership: This partnership builds upon the MOU of National
Mission for Clean Ganga and Government of Scotland MOU of 2017.This collaboration
will support in channel the high level of interest amongst Scottish entities specialising in
water into entering the Indian marketand theNamamiGangeprogramme will act as a major
platform for Scottish entities to enter the Indian market.
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Impact Project using Arth Ganga Framework: A major impact project has been conceived
to generate major economic activity of a select region along the banks of river Ganga.
This initiative will create significant livelihood opportunities and bring new economic
activities but in a manner that creates a model approach of environmentally sustainable
development. The initiative will include many aspects such as sustainable tourism, river
front development, sustainable transport and other activities. The project will be
developed on the model of rejuvenation and economic development of the River Clyde in
Glasgow. It will be led by the City of Glasgow College and Strathclyde University.
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Ganga Finance and Investments Forum: A number of investors and finance companies
have come together to establish the Ganga Finance and Investments Forum (GFIF). The
group will develop state of the art financial instruments such as river bonds, blue bonds,
impact and outcome bonds, credit enhancement and guarantee instruments. They will go
on to establish specialist vehicles to channel investments from around the world into the
NamamiGangeprogramme. The group has agreed to develop the first of its kind River
biodiversity and conservation bond to channel long-term investments into ecosystem
conservation. It will also provide ongoing support to NMCG and the
NamamiGangeprogramme for continuous funding and project finance for various
initiatives.
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Technologies enrolled into the Environment Technology Verification (ETV)programme: In
continuous expansion of the ETV programme, three innovative technology companies
were selected and on-boarded onto the ETV programme: Technology 1: Floating water
treatment systems | Company: SmartOps;Technology 2: Forward Osmosis | Company:
Forward Water Technologies;Technology 3: Odour Control | Company: OSIL
This takes the total number of companies in the ETV programme to over 40 of which 14 are from
the UK.
Tech & Innovation Financing: The Environment Technology Verification (ETV)
programme has now started to graduate companies successfully that are ready to scale
up. In doing so they need venture funding to start rolling out the projects across the
country. To support the successful candidates a partnership with OPG Power Ventures, a
company listed on the AIM segment of the London Stock Exchange, is being established
that will create upto a GBP 3mn (INR 30 crore) facility to fund technologies and
innovations.
UK-India Scientific Collaboration: A number of scientists and research institutions have
agreed to come together to form a knowledge pool for exchange of scientific and
technological ideas leading to development of collaborative research. The scientists

Page 127
agreed to focus the collaboration towards applied innovation for rejuvenation of rivers
systems, conservation of biodiversity, measures to combat the impact of climate change
on ecosystems and create sustainable models for economic development.
Scientists and academics from the following institutions have agreed to establish a collaboration
bridge between India and the UK: James Hutton Institute, City of Glasgow College,
Strathclyde University, Cardiff University, Birmingham City University, Oxford University,
University College London and University of Surrey and Queen Mary University.
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Global Youth for Ganga: The Global Youth for Ganga will be an association of youth from
India and other countries on a common mission to exchange knowledge and expertise,
through advocacy for a clean Ganga, and all rivers at large. The association will engage
in interdisciplinary discussions, raising worldwide awareness, and encouraging
engagement in the Clean Ganga Mission, bringing together young students, researchers
and professionals across the globe. The aim is to make Clean Ganga a reality and also to
inspire the rest of the world to take similar initiatives in their states down to the very
grassroot level. A mission empowered by the youth, is a mission which can keep thriving
for future generations to come, constantly gaining momentum. The youth today are more
aware about climate change than ever before, and it is their care and commitment that
shall be supported for a more sustainable future ahead.
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Finalisation of Clean Ganga Charity in the UK: With the establishment of Community
Engagement Chapters, the establishment of the Clean Ganga UK charity has received a
lot of support from the grass-roots and activated the necessary enabling environment.
The charity set up process has been expedited and it will be set up soon with a view to
start mobilising communities and friends of Ganga in the coming months.
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The Ganga Connect exhibition, that has been running across the UK from 8th November
concluded in London on 25th November 2021. This has been a major effort of the National
Mission for Clean Ganga, the High Commission of India and cGanga to engage with the
international community of scientists, technology companies, policy makers, industry, investors
and finance professionals.

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

Page 128

cr

In the concluding session, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Minister of Jal Shakti,and Shri
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, National Mission for Clean Ganga, hosted a virtual
roundtable with eminent members of the Indian community who gathered in person at the Indian
High Commission in London, UK and others via a digital bridge from elsewhere in the UK. The
Minister Jal Shakti interacted with the community members who asked questions and offered
numerous suggestions on how they might be able to engage and support the
NamamiGangeprogramme.
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Both the Minister and Director General accepted the community members’ requests to carry the
exhibition across various community centres across the UK. Several other developments were
reported to the Hon’ble Minister as decisions taken which were later announced during the
reception.
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The exhibition started in Glasgow and moved to Cardiff, Birmingham, Oxford before concluding
in London. Shri Ashok Kumar Singh, Executive Director – Projects, NMCG was present at the
Ganga Connect in Cardiff and Shri D.P.Mathuria, Executive Director - Technical represented
NMCG at the exhibition in Birmingham. The end of the exhibition was marked by an evening
reception hosted by H.E. GaitriIssar Kumar, Indian High Commissioner to the UK and ShriRozy
Agarwal, Executive Director – Finance,NMCG. Prof Vinod Tare and Shri Sanmit Ahuja of
cGanga also participated.
Welcoming the guests, the High Commissioner said that the NamamiGangeprogramme is a
flagship initiative of Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister and that India places top priority
towards climate change and cleaning up its environment.
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In further engagement with the guests, Mr. Agarwal made 10 key strategic announcements that
summarised the highlights of the two weeks long exhibition. These are:
Ganga Connect UK Community Engagement Chapters: The primary objective of the
Ganga Connect exhibition was to engage with the UK community and major support
hasbeen receivedfrom community members from all across the UK. The community
leaders are forming chapters across the country that will establish a link between
members and the NamamiGangeprogramme. The chapters established are:Scotland –
Ganga Connect, Wales –Ganga Connect, Midlands – Ganga Connect, London – Ganga
Connect.
Each chapter will have convenors who will connect various interest groups with the
NamamiGangeprogramme including scientists, technology companies, investors and community
members.The chapters will host workshops and outreach programmes throughout the year to
raise awareness about the NamamiGangeprogramme. Nearly 100 members have joined the
four different chapters already.
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Twinning of Rivers: Twinning of rivers to share knowledge, best practices and
experiences of river basin management including community engagement programmes.
Scotland – India Water Partnership: This partnership builds upon the MOU of National
Mission for Clean Ganga and Government of Scotland MOU of 2017.This collaboration
will support in channel the high level of interest amongst Scottish entities specialising in
water into entering the Indian marketand theNamamiGangeprogramme will act as a major
platform for Scottish entities to enter the Indian market.
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Impact Project using Arth Ganga Framework: A major impact project has been conceived
to generate major economic activity of a select region along the banks of river Ganga.
This initiative will create significant livelihood opportunities and bring new economic
activities but in a manner that creates a model approach of environmentally sustainable
development. The initiative will include many aspects such as sustainable tourism, river
front development, sustainable transport and other activities. The project will be
developed on the model of rejuvenation and economic development of the River Clyde in
Glasgow. It will be led by the City of Glasgow College and Strathclyde University.
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Ganga Finance and Investments Forum: A number of investors and finance companies
have come together to establish the Ganga Finance and Investments Forum (GFIF). The
group will develop state of the art financial instruments such as river bonds, blue bonds,
impact and outcome bonds, credit enhancement and guarantee instruments. They will go
on to establish specialist vehicles to channel investments from around the world into the
NamamiGangeprogramme. The group has agreed to develop the first of its kind River
biodiversity and conservation bond to channel long-term investments into ecosystem
conservation. It will also provide ongoing support to NMCG and the
NamamiGangeprogramme for continuous funding and project finance for various
initiatives.
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Technologies enrolled into the Environment Technology Verification (ETV)programme: In
continuous expansion of the ETV programme, three innovative technology companies
were selected and on-boarded onto the ETV programme: Technology 1: Floating water
treatment systems | Company: SmartOps;Technology 2: Forward Osmosis | Company:
Forward Water Technologies;Technology 3: Odour Control | Company: OSIL
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This takes the total number of companies in the ETV programme to over 40 of which 14 are from
the UK.
Tech & Innovation Financing: The Environment Technology Verification (ETV)
programme has now started to graduate companies successfully that are ready to scale
up. In doing so they need venture funding to start rolling out the projects across the
country. To support the successful candidates a partnership with OPG Power Ventures, a
company listed on the AIM segment of the London Stock Exchange, is being established
that will create upto a GBP 3mn (INR 30 crore) facility to fund technologies and
innovations.
UK-India Scientific Collaboration: A number of scientists and research institutions have
agreed to come together to form a knowledge pool for exchange of scientific and
technological ideas leading to development of collaborative research. The scientists
agreed to focus the collaboration towards applied innovation for rejuvenation of rivers
systems, conservation of biodiversity, measures to combat the impact of climate change
on ecosystems and create sustainable models for economic development.
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Scientists and academics from the following institutions have agreed to establish a collaboration
bridge between India and the UK: James Hutton Institute, City of Glasgow College,
Strathclyde University, Cardiff University, Birmingham City University, Oxford University,
University College London and University of Surrey and Queen Mary University.
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Global Youth for Ganga: The Global Youth for Ganga will be an association of youth from
India and other countries on a common mission to exchange knowledge and expertise,
through advocacy for a clean Ganga, and all rivers at large. The association will engage
in interdisciplinary discussions, raising worldwide awareness, and encouraging
engagement in the Clean Ganga Mission, bringing together young students, researchers
and professionals across the globe. The aim is to make Clean Ganga a reality and also to
inspire the rest of the world to take similar initiatives in their states down to the very
grassroot level. A mission empowered by the youth, is a mission which can keep thriving
for future generations to come, constantly gaining momentum. The youth today are more
aware about climate change than ever before, and it is their care and commitment that
shall be supported for a more sustainable future ahead.
Finalisation of Clean Ganga Charity in the UK: With the establishment of Community
Engagement Chapters, the establishment of the Clean Ganga UK charity has received a
lot of support from the grass-roots and activated the necessary enabling environment.
The charity set up process has been expedited and it will be set up soon with a view to
start mobilising communities and friends of Ganga in the coming months.

IA

.

*****

cr

ac
k

BY/AS

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 132
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2021-11-29

COLOMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE FOCUSED
OPERATION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka
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Maiden ‘Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) Focused Operation’ is being conducted between
the lead Maritime Security Agencies of India, Maldives and Sri Lanka on 27 and 28 November
2021. Ships and aircraft of Indian Navy (IN), Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) and Sri
Lankan Navy (SLN) are participating and operating over a vast area in the Exclusive Economic
Zones (EEZ) of the three countries in Southern Arabian Sea.
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It may be recalled that a trilateral Table Top Exercise (TTX) between IN, MNDF and SLN was
conducted on 14 and 15 July 2021. The three countries had participated in the 5th Deputy
National Security Advisors (NSA) – level meeting of Colombo Security Conclave on 04 August
2021, wherein ways of enhancing maritime security cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region
were deliberated upon.
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‘CSC Focused Operation’ is being conducted with an aim of keeping this vital part of the Indian
Ocean Region safe and secure for commercial shipping, international trade and conduct of
legitimate maritime activities. Focused Operation would help build understanding and
interoperability between the lead maritime security agencies, and facilitate institution of
measures to prevent and suppress transnational crimes in the region. It would further enhance
the operational synergy by exchange of information and conduct of coordinated operations to
handle maritime incidents/ accidents.
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The conduct of ‘CSC Focused Operation’ exemplifies the deep trilateral engagement between
India, Maldives and Sri Lanka, and emphasises their commitment to promote peace, and
security in the region.
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Maiden ‘Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) Focused Operation’ is being conducted between
the lead Maritime Security Agencies of India, Maldives and Sri Lanka on 27 and 28 November
2021. Ships and aircraft of Indian Navy (IN), Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) and Sri
Lankan Navy (SLN) are participating and operating over a vast area in the Exclusive Economic
Zones (EEZ) of the three countries in Southern Arabian Sea.
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It may be recalled that a trilateral Table Top Exercise (TTX) between IN, MNDF and SLN was
conducted on 14 and 15 July 2021. The three countries had participated in the 5th Deputy
National Security Advisors (NSA) – level meeting of Colombo Security Conclave on 04 August
2021, wherein ways of enhancing maritime security cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region
were deliberated upon.
‘CSC Focused Operation’ is being conducted with an aim of keeping this vital part of the Indian
Ocean Region safe and secure for commercial shipping, international trade and conduct of
legitimate maritime activities. Focused Operation would help build understanding and
interoperability between the lead maritime security agencies, and facilitate institution of
measures to prevent and suppress transnational crimes in the region. It would further enhance
the operational synergy by exchange of information and conduct of coordinated operations to
handle maritime incidents/ accidents.
The conduct of ‘CSC Focused Operation’ exemplifies the deep trilateral engagement between
India, Maldives and Sri Lanka, and emphasises their commitment to promote peace, and
security in the region.
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