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THE GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX FALLS SHORT ON ITS
OWN NUTRIENT VALUE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

Its unclear methodology and bias correctives offer cause for doubt that our low rank reflects
reality

m

An index by the name Global Hunger Index (GHI) released its 2021 edition on Friday. Even as it
showed India improving its absolute score, its rank slipped because others did better on the four
parameters that go into the index, presumably.
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In general, these global rankings are problematic for several reasons. One, they take no account
of different population sizes, and, second, nor do they consider the different paths that nations
have followed. Only one other country has a population comparable to India’s. Third, they take
no account of different resource endowments. If a country or region was lavished with aid and
assistance for a specific purpose, then its achievement on that parameter has to be much
bigger. Four, it is not easy to replicate such indices since they involve some quantitative and
qualitative aspects. Five, such global indices make nations prioritize rank improvement as an
ultimate policy objective rather than improvement in the underlying parameters. That leaves the
organizations responsible for such indices open to influence and worse.
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It is for these reasons that the ‘nutrient value’ of global indices and rankings for policymaking is
questionable.
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In the case of the Global Hunger Index, India has justifiable reason to feel aggrieved. First, let us
start with the name. It is a misnomer. It should be more precisely called ‘The Global Human
Nourishment Index.’ Citizens of many developed nations are not hungry but suffer from
malnutrition. Even the words ‘stunting’ and ‘wasting’ need to be replaced. They represent
condescending value judgements.
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The index construction is simple enough. It has four components: the proportion of population
that is undernourished; under-5 infant mortality; stunting in children under 5 and wasting in
children under 5. Undernourishment and child mortality have one-third weight each and the
other two have one-sixth weight each. A country’s score on any of these parameters is
compared to a benchmark value, which is the maximum that prevailed between 1988 and 2013.
The lower the number, the better is the country’s achievement on the index. ‘0’ means no
hunger and ‘100’ means extreme hunger. India’s score was 27.5 in 2021 while it was 28.8 in
2012. Only some specific years are reference years and not the previous year. The institution
that compiles the index relies on data provided by UN organisations such as the FAO, Unicef,
WHO and the World Bank.
India has its own National Family Health Survey. Its fourth survey (NFHS-4) was for 2015-16
and the fifth for 2019-20. But the data for NFHS-5 is incomplete. The fifth round must be
completed, results quickly tabulated and discussed. NFHS-4 data is available on a nationwide
basis. The proportion of children under 5 who suffer ‘wasting’ (lower weight for height) has gone
up from NFHS-3 to NFHS-4 (from 19.8% to 21.0%). The proportion of under-5 children who are
stunted has dropped from NFHS-3 to NFHS-4. That is consistent with what the GHI data
breakdown also shows. NFHS-3 was for 2005-06.
India has done well on under-5 mortality as well. Between 1990 and 2019, the annual reduction
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in the rate of infant mortality was 4.5%, much better than many nations in the region, except for
two. That is reflected in the infant mortality component of GHI as well. So, on two of the four
components, stunting and infant mortality, that carry 50% weight, India has done well. On
another component, wasting, India has done poorly, but that accords with national data as well.
It leaves us only with the fourth item with one-third weight and that is the undernourished
population.
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The FAO, which supplies the data, shows that India’s undernourished population declined from
21.6% in 2004-06 to 15.3% in 2018-20. In the 2020 report that had data for 2017-19, the
proportion was 14%. For the 2021 report, the FAO relied on survey data collected through
Gallup World Poll because of covid.
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Survey data, especially if done over telephones, has drawbacks. The language used and the
framing of questions are important. This is true of all countries. For large ones, all regions must
be represented too. Specifically for India, the ‘bias correction’ factor that the FAO had applied
could be tricky. Box 3 of the report states, “The population with access to telephones tends to be
wealthier, more educated and mostly urban, which implies selection biases that may lead to
underestimating the extent and severity of food insecurity." That is not true of India. Even the
poor have access to mobile phones and even transact using them. Unless the survey’s details,
including the questionnaire used, the regions surveyed and the bias correction methods
adopted, are shared publicly, it is hard to know if its results reflect true undernourishment.
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Given how justifiably proud India has been in avoiding famine-related deaths due to covid and
internal migration thanks to its Direct Benefits Transfer Mission, including transfer of in-kind
government benefits like foodgrains, India has a right to be aggrieved at the score. Having
lodged its protest, it must go back to ignoring all global rankings while continuing to work on
nutrition goals for its children and other health goals for its adult population.
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V. Anantha Nageswaran is a member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister.
These are the author’s personal views.
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ALARMING HUNGER OR STATISTICAL ARTEFACT?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues
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This year’s Global Hunger Index (GHI) did not go down well with the government. This was
expected given that it ranks India 101 out of 116 countries for which reliable and comparable
data exist. To add insult to injury, the GHI puts India far below some of its neighbouring
countries. Barring last year’s rank of 94 out of 107 countries, India’s rank has been between
100 and 103 since 2017. This year’s slide in the rank assumes significance especially in the
context of COVID-19.
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Is India’s performance on hunger as dismal as denoted by the index or is it partly a statistical
artefact? This question assumes immediacy, especially since the government has questioned
the methodology and claimed that the ranking does not represent the ground reality. This calls
for careful scrutiny of the methodology, especially of the GHI’s components.
Global Hunger Index | Only 3.9% children malnourished, says government
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The GHI has four components. The first — insufficient calorie intake — is applicable for all age
groups, whereas the remaining three — wasting (low weight for height), stunting (low height for
age) and mortality — are confined to children under five years. The data on deficiency in calorie
intake, accorded 33% weight, is sourced from the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Suite of
Food Security Indicators (2021). Had the GHI been estimated using the latest data on calorie
intake, usually provided by the National Sample Survey Office, things might have looked even
worse given that the leaked report of 2019 indicated that consumption expenditure in India
declined between 2011-12 and 2017-18 by 4%. In rural India, it was worse at about 10% per
annum.
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The data on child wasting and stunting (2016-2020), each accounting for 16.6% of weight, are
from the World Health Organization, UNICEF and World Bank, complemented with the latest
data from the Demographic and Health Surveys. Under-five mortality data are for 2019 from the
UN Inter-Agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation. Contrary to what is being claimed by the
government, the assessment of the situation of hunger is not based on the results of a ‘four
question’ opinion poll, conducted telephonically by Gallup. However, this does not mean that the
GHI is free from inadequacies.
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Conceptually, the GHI is largely children-oriented with a higher emphasis on undernutrition than
on hunger and its hidden forms, including micronutrient deficiencies. The first component —
calorie insufficiency — is problematic for many reasons. The lower calorie intake, which does
not necessarily mean deficiency, may also stem from reduced physical activity, better social
infrastructure (road, transport and healthcare) and access to energy-saving appliances at home,
among others. Recent analysis establishes that ‘physical disease environment’ at the State level
also significantly influences the calorie intake. For a vast and diverse country like India, using a
uniform calorie norm to arrive at deficiency prevalence means failing to recognise the huge
regional imbalances in factors that may lead to differentiated calorie requirements at the State
level. From this vantage point, a large proportion of the population in Kerala and Tamil Nadu
may get counted as calorie deficient despite them being better in nutritional outcome indicators.
So, prevalence of calorie deficiency in these States may be overestimated.
Also read | Global Hunger Index not based on an opinion poll, says German non-profit
Welthungerhilfe
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Conversely, there are States that have a higher average level of calorie intake, such as Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh, but their needs may even be higher than the earmarked level of required
calories for India as a whole because these States have high prevalence of communicable
diseases and low level of mechanisation in the economy. Thus, it is likely that the existing
methodology might underestimate the prevalence of calorie deficiency in these States. All this
raises questions on the appropriateness of the calorie component of the index. India’s own
official estimates of prevalence of calorie deficiency are not free from this anomaly.
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The GHI highlights India’s dismal record in a domain that it can hardly defend, which is child
undernutrition. India’s wasting prevalence (17.3%) is one among the highest in the world. Its
performance in stunting, when compared to wasting, is not that dismal, though. Child stunting in
India declined from 54.2% in 1998–2002 to 34.7% in 2016-2020, whereas child wasting remains
around 17% throughout the two decades of the 21st century.
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Stunting is a chronic, long-term measure of undernutrition, while wasting is an acute, short-term
measure. Child wasting can manifest as a result of an immediate lack of nutritional intake and
sudden exposure to an infectious atmosphere. Quite possibly, several episodes of wasting
without much time to recoup can translate into stunting. However, a higher order of priority was
accorded to stunting, both in research and policy, for the right reasons as it is a stable indicator
and does not oscillate with minor changes in circumstances, while wasting does. Sporadic
emergent circumstances in different regions may increase wasting prevalence. Effectively
countering episodes of wasting resulting from such sporadic adversities is key to making
sustained and quick progress in child nutrition. Thus, variations in wasting prevalence across the
region should guide the relative emphasis of policy attention.
Government slams ‘methodology’ after India’s position tanks in Global Hunger Index
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If India can tackle wasting by effectively monitoring regions that are more vulnerable to
socioeconomic and environmental crises, it can possibly improve wasting and stunting
simultaneously. There seems to be no short-cut way of improving stunting without addressing
wasting. Additionally, studies say that COVID-19 is likely to exacerbate child undernutrition in
general and child wasting in particular. Such insights should have driven social policy to counter
the adverse impacts of COVID-19 on food and nutrition insecurity. Unfortunately, India lost this
opportunity as Integrated Child Development Scheme services were either non-functional or
severely disrupted — partly because the staff and services were utilised to attend to the COVID19 emergency.
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India’s relatively better performance in the other component of GHI — child mortality — merits a
mention. Studies suggest that child undernutrition and mortality are usually closely related, as
child undernutrition plays an important facilitating role in child mortality. However, India appears
to be an exception in this regard. India’s child mortality rate has been lower compared to SubSaharan African countries despite it having higher levels of stunting. This implies that though
India was not able to ensure better nutritional security for all children under five years, it was
able to save many lives due to the availability of and access to better health facilities.
Reimagining food systems with lessons from India
The low ranking does not mean that India fares uniformly poor in every aspect. Should we then
dismiss the GHI as it shows India in a bad light and relegate it to political white noise because it
does not suit us? Or should we gracefully accept its insights informing us that our performance
in some aspects might actually be dismal and requires urgent attention and course correction?
This ranking should prompt us to look at our policy focus and interventions and ensure that they
can effectively address the concerns raised by the GHI, especially against pandemic-induced
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nutrition insecurity.
Sunny Jose is RBI Chair Professor at Council for Social Development, Hyderabad and Md
Zakaria Siddiqui is Associate Professor at Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation,
Thiruvananthapuram. Views are personal
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G20 leaders in particular need to deliver
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SHOCKING, METHODOLOGY USED IS UNSCIENTIFIC:
INDIA'S RESPONSE TO GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX 2021
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

As per the recent report, India is behind its neighbours Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal in the
Global Hunder Index
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After India slipped to the 101st position in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021, the Union
ministry of women and child development said on Friday that the report by Concern Worldwide
and Welt Hunger Hilfe is “devoid of ground reality".
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“It is shocking to find that the Global Hunger Report 20201 has lowered the rank of India on the
basis of FAO estimate on the proportion of undernourished population, which is found to be
devoid of ground reality and facts and suffers from serious methodological issues," the ministry
said.
“The publishing agencies of the Global Hunger Report, Concern Worldwide and Welt Hunger
Hilfe, have not done their due diligence before releasing the report," it added.
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It went on to call the methodology used by the Food and Agriculture Organization “unscientific"
and said that they have based their assessment on the results of a ‘four question’ opinion poll,
which was conducted telephonically by Gallup.
“There is no scientific methodology to measure undernourishment like availability of food grains
per capita during the period," said the ministry.
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“The scientific measurement of undernourishment would require measurement of weight and
height, whereas the methodology involved here is based on Gallup poll based on a pure
telephonic estimate of the population," it added.
It also said that the poll “disregards" the efforts taken by the Government of India during the
Covid-19 pandemic and does not have a single question based on that.
India's position on hunger index
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India has been given the 101st position in the index this year, slipping from its 2020 position of
94th. The country is also behind its neighbours – Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal.
The report termed the level of hunger in India "alarming".
In 2020, India was ranked 94th out of 107 countries. Now with 116 countries in the fray, it has
dropped to 101st rank.
India's GHI score has also decelerated -- from 38.8 in 2000 to the range of 28.8 - 27.5 between
2012 and 2021.
The GHI score is calculated on four indicators --undernourishment; child wasting (the share of
children under the age of five who are wasted i.e who have low weight for their height, reflecting
acute undernutrition); child stunting (children under the age of five who have low height for their
age, reflecting chronic undernutrition) and child mortality (the mortality rate of children under the
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age of five).
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The share of wasting among children in India rose from 17.15 between 1998-2002 to 17.3%
between 2016-2020, according to the report.
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STATEMENT OF MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD
DEVELOPMENT ON GLOBAL HUNGER REPORT 2021
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

m

Following are the observations of Ministry of Women and Child Development on the Global
Hunger Report 2021, released on 14th October, 2021 by Concern Worldwide and Welt Hunger
Hilfe, the publishing agencies:
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“It is shocking to find that the Global Hunger Report 2021 has lowered the rank of India on the
basis of FAO estimate on proportion of undernourished population, which is found to be devoid
of ground reality and facts and suffers from serious methodological issues. The publishing
agencies of the Global Hunger Report, Concern Worldwide and Welt Hunger Hilfe, have not
done their due diligence before releasing the report.
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The methodology used by FAO is unscientific. They have based their assessment on the results
of a ‘four question’ opinion poll, which was conducted telephonically by Gallup. The scientific
measurement of undernourishment would require measurement of weight and Height, whereas
the methodology involved here is based on Gallup poll based on pure telephonic estimate of the
population. The report completely disregards Government’s massive effort to ensure food
security of the entire population during the covid period, verifiable data on which are available.
The opinion poll does not have a single question on whether the respondent received any food
support from the Government or other sources. The representativeness of even this opinion poll
is doubtful for India and other countries.
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It is noted with surprise, from the FAO report ‘The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the
World 2021’, that other four countries of this region – Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri
Lanka, have not been affected at all by Covid-19 pandemic induced loss of job/business and
reduction in income levels, rather they have been able to improve their position on the indicator
‘proportion of undernourished population’ by 4.3%, 3.3%, 1.3% and 0.8% points respectively
during the period 2018-20 over 2017-19.
The Global Hunger Report 2021 and FAO report on ‘The State of Food Security and Nutrition in
the World 2021’ have completely ignored the following facts available in public domain:
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As per this report, India’s position on the first indicator, child mortality, has improved in 2021
compared with 2020. Position on two indicators, i.e., child wasting and child stunting, has
remained unchanged in 2021 compared with 2020.”
*****
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Hunger Report 2021, released on 14th October, 2021 by Concern Worldwide and Welt Hunger
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done their due diligence before releasing the report.
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measurement of undernourishment would require measurement of weight and Height, whereas
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As per this report, India’s position on the first indicator, child mortality, has improved in 2021
compared with 2020. Position on two indicators, i.e., child wasting and child stunting, has
remained unchanged in 2021 compared with 2020.”
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COUNTRY’S FIRST ‘ONE HEALTH’ CONSORTIUM
LAUNCHED BY D/O BIOTECHNOLOGY, POST COVID 19
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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COVID-19 pandemic showed the relevance of ‘One Health’ principles in the governance of
infectious diseases, specially efforts to prevent and contain zoonotic diseases throughout the
world. The risk of infectious agents capable of jumping the barriers of species is increasing,
mainly because of the potential of novel infectious agents to spread rapidly around the globe
due to increased travel, food habits and trade across borders . Such diseases have devastating
impacts on animals, human, health systems, and economies, requiring years of social and
economic recovery. Sensing this urgent need, the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry
of Science and Technology, GoI supported a mega consortium on ‘One Health’. Dr. Renu
Swarup, Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of launched the First ‘One Health’
project of DBT through video conferencing. This programme envisages carrying out surveillance
of important bacterial, viral and parasitic infections of zoonotic as well as transboundary
pathogens in India, including the North-eastern part of the country. Use of existing diagnostic
tests and the development of additional methodologies when required are mandated for the
surveillance and for understanding the spread of emerging diseases.
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Dr. Renu Swarup in her address during the launch of the programme remarked that
this Consortium, consisting of 27 organisations led by DBT-National Institute of Animal
Biotechnology, Hyderabad, is one of the biggest one health programs launched by Govt of India
in post-COVID times. The One health consortium consists of AIIMS, Delhi, AIIMS Jodhpur, IVRI,
Bareily, GADVASU, Ludhiana, TANUVAS, Chennai, MAFSU, Nagpur, Assam agricultural and
veterinary university and many more ICAR, ICMR centres and wild life agencies.
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Subsequently, Dr. Renu Swarup, Secretary, DBT inaugurated the International mini-symposium
on "Essentials of One Health" through Video Conferencing. Dr. Swarup in her inaugural address
emphasized the need of a holistic approach to understand the health of human, animals and
wildlife to minimize the damage caused by future pandemics. International and national
speakers shared their views on initiating and nurturing the concept of ‘One Health’ where man,
animal, plants and environment are needed to be considered complimentary to each other for
maintaining health of all.
*****
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Swarup, Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of launched the First ‘One Health’
project of DBT through video conferencing. This programme envisages carrying out surveillance
of important bacterial, viral and parasitic infections of zoonotic as well as transboundary
pathogens in India, including the North-eastern part of the country. Use of existing diagnostic
tests and the development of additional methodologies when required are mandated for the
surveillance and for understanding the spread of emerging diseases.
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UNION CABINET APPROVES AFFILIATION OF 100
SCHOOLS IN GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTOR
WITH SAINIK SCHOOL SOCIETY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Marching ahead in tune with National Education Policy (NEP), the Government of India has
decided to provide increasing focus on value based education enabling children to develop pride
in rich culture and heritage of this nation, effective leadership with character, discipline, sense of
national duty and patriotism. In a paradigm shift to the existing pattern of SainikSchools, the
Union Cabinet chaired by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in its meeting held today
has approved the proposal for launching of affiliatedSainik Schools under SainikSchools
Society, Ministry of Defence. These Schools function as an exclusive vertical which will be
distinct and different from existing SainikSchools of MoD. In the first phase, 100 affiliate partners
are proposed to be drawn from States/NGOs/Private partners.
Benefits:

Details:
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Sainik Schools have not only brought good quality value basededucation within reach of the
aspiring parents and children but also have created glorious history of students from humble
background reaching highest echelons in the Military Leadership, Administrative Services,
Judicial Services and other walks of life such as science, technology and entrepreneurs.
Because of these factors there has been ever growing demand for opening of more newSainik
Schools.
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To leverage the experience of administering 33 Sainik Schools across the country, it has been
decided to set up 100 new affiliated Sainik Schools by inviting proposals from Government/
Private Schools /NGOs to apply for affiliation of existing or new Schools to the Sainik Schools
Society. The interested parties can submit their proposals online at URL
https://sainikschool.ncog.gov.in where salient features and qualifying criteria of the scheme;
responsibilities of stake holders, i.e. Ministry of Defence and School Management are listed.
The scheme will leverage Public/private partnership in education sector, help tap into existing
infrastructure available with reputed private and Govt. Schools and open-up new capacities to
meet the growing aspirations of children desirous of receiving education in a Sainik School
environment.
Beginning from the academic year 2022-23 approximately 5,000 students are expected to
receive admission in class VI in such 100 affiliated Schools. At present the existing 33
SainikSchools have admission capacity of approximately 3,000 students in class VI.
Impact:
It is believed that integration of the Sainik Schools education system with regular board plus
curriculum is expected to create academically strong, physically fit, culturally aware, intellectually
adept, skillful youth and well-rounded citizens. The students from these Schools are envisioned
to be equipped with necessary life skills which will make them shine in their chosen fields. Thus,
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the proposal aims to create a confident, highly skilled, multi-dimensional, patriotic youth
community with leadership qualities focused on providing top most priority to the nationalistic
objectives
****
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national duty and patriotism. In a paradigm shift to the existing pattern of SainikSchools, the
Union Cabinet chaired by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in its meeting held today
has approved the proposal for launching of affiliatedSainik Schools under SainikSchools
Society, Ministry of Defence. These Schools function as an exclusive vertical which will be
distinct and different from existing SainikSchools of MoD. In the first phase, 100 affiliate partners
are proposed to be drawn from States/NGOs/Private partners.
Benefits:
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Details:
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Sainik Schools have not only brought good quality value basededucation within reach of the
aspiring parents and children but also have created glorious history of students from humble
background reaching highest echelons in the Military Leadership, Administrative Services,
Judicial Services and other walks of life such as science, technology and entrepreneurs.
Because of these factors there has been ever growing demand for opening of more newSainik
Schools.
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To leverage the experience of administering 33 Sainik Schools across the country, it has been
decided to set up 100 new affiliated Sainik Schools by inviting proposals from Government/
Private Schools /NGOs to apply for affiliation of existing or new Schools to the Sainik Schools
Society. The interested parties can submit their proposals online at URL
https://sainikschool.ncog.gov.in where salient features and qualifying criteria of the scheme;
responsibilities of stake holders, i.e. Ministry of Defence and School Management are listed.
The scheme will leverage Public/private partnership in education sector, help tap into existing
infrastructure available with reputed private and Govt. Schools and open-up new capacities to
meet the growing aspirations of children desirous of receiving education in a Sainik School
environment.
Beginning from the academic year 2022-23 approximately 5,000 students are expected to
receive admission in class VI in such 100 affiliated Schools. At present the existing 33
SainikSchools have admission capacity of approximately 3,000 students in class VI.
Impact:
It is believed that integration of the Sainik Schools education system with regular board plus
curriculum is expected to create academically strong, physically fit, culturally aware, intellectually
adept, skillful youth and well-rounded citizens. The students from these Schools are envisioned
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to be equipped with necessary life skills which will make them shine in their chosen fields. Thus,
the proposal aims to create a confident, highly skilled, multi-dimensional, patriotic youth
community with leadership qualities focused on providing top most priority to the nationalistic
objectives
****
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Date : 2021-11-04

“NADIUTSAV WILL SOW THE SEED FOR REVIVING
TRADITION OF RESPECTING RIVERS”, SAYS SHRI
GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The final day of 3 days long Ganga Utsav 2021 – The River Festival began with glimpses of last
two days followed by Kathak dance performance by famous dancer Smt. Shovana Narayan. She
performed the story of pains and sufferings of mother Ganga and appeal to all to help in keeping
it healthy through her dance. This Indian classical dance form powerfully communicated the
message of preservation of nature.

IA

Welcoming Shri. Kiren Rijiju, Hon’ble Minister for Law & Justice and Shri Ganjendra Singh
Shekhawat, Jal Shakti Minister and other delgates, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General,
NMCG informed that well-known singers, musicians, artists, story-tellers, scholars and literary
figures performed and participated in Ganga Utsav 2021. He also informed that there were some
very important launches like CLAP, 1st Chacha Chaudhary comics on Ganga rejuvenation, a
song on Rivers of India by IIT Madras and much more. He informed that this year Ganga Utsav
is being celebrated across India, celebrations are happening from Surat to Nagaland and from
Leh to Kanyakumari. “Ganga Utsav has shaped into nation-wide Nadi Utsav and this is just the
beginning” he said.
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Congratulating NMCG for their contribution to Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav in his keynote
address Shri. Kiren Rijiju, Hon’ble Minister for Law & Justice said, “I have travelled to almost
origin of every river in the country. Ganga especially looked very polluted few years back but
today, it looks cleaner and magnanimous. The work is inspiring and I pledge my full support to
the mission and would always be happy to join and contribute.” He attributed to this success to
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision, NMCG’s holistic approach and volunteer’s hard work.
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Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti Minister recalling Hon’ble Prime Minister’s call for
celebrating Nadi Utsav said, “India has a tradition of reverence for rivers but with rise of
consumerism this connect was lost somewhere” in his valedictory Address at Ganga Utsav
2021. “Nadi Utsav will sow the seed for reviving this tradition of respecting rivers. This will
encourage people to conserve and protect our rivers.” he added. He complimented Namami
Gange for "laying the foundation of Nadi Utsav through successful conduct of Ganga Utsavs
over last few years and the Ganga Utsav this year has laid foundation for strong Nadi Utsav in
country".
Expressing his joy on success of Ganga Utsav 2021 Shri Pankaj Kumar, Secretary, MoJS
thanked the NMCG team and all volunteers working as Ganga Sewaks.
A report on Ganga Quest 2021 was launched at the final session of Ganga Utsav 2021. The
Quiz is conducted by NMCG with the support of Tree Craze Foundation. Ms. Bhawna Badola,
CEO, Tree Craze Foundation announced the winners of the mini–Ganga Quest as part of
Ganga Utsav and her colleague Ms Pallavi announced winners of other activities organised
during Ganga Utsav as part of CLAP initiative.
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Internationally acclaimed poet, lyrists and communication specialist Shri Prasoon Joshi, who is
also the maker of Kartvya Ganga song said, “The idea behind Kartvya Ganga song is if we focus
of our responsibilities our rights will be fulfilled on its own.” He also recited his poem on
importance of rivers which he wrote for Ganga Utsav.
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The Ganges Children Handbook and training module prepared by Indian Institute of Public
Administration represented by Prof Vinod Sharma under Namami Gange programme were also
released.
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An expedition, Ganga Mashal was flagged off by Hon’ble ministers on 3rd day of Ganga Utsav.
Ganga Mashal is part of Meri Ganga Meri Shan campaign by Ganga Task Force- a battalion of
Territorial Army raised under Namami Gange mission for various rejuvenation efforts. The
Mashal would travel along the Ganga and halt at 23 locations where events to sensitize people
and volunteers will be organised. Shri Kiren Rijiju said, “Ganga Mashal is the best way to take
Ganga Utsav forward in a dignified and inspiring manner.” Brigadier Naveen Singh was
representing Ganga Task Force at the flag off ceremony joined by Col Vaidya.
Ms. Sakshi Jha and Shri. Sarfaraz Ali were felicitated by the ministers for their artwork, ‘Kachre
se Kanchan’. Young painters doing live painting during the Utsav were also felicitated .
Shri. Rozy Aggrawal, Executive Director (Finance), NMCG said that the journey which began
with a small event in 2017 has come a long way in form of Ganga Utsav. He thanked the teams
working at districts levels who ensured that this Nadi Utsav is a huge success. More than 77
events were organised by NMCG volunteers. He also informed that more than 8 lakh people
virtually joined the festival during these 3 days.
*********
BY/AS
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The final day of 3 days long Ganga Utsav 2021 – The River Festival began with glimpses of last
two days followed by Kathak dance performance by famous dancer Smt. Shovana Narayan. She
performed the story of pains and sufferings of mother Ganga and appeal to all to help in keeping
it healthy through her dance. This Indian classical dance form powerfully communicated the
message of preservation of nature.
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Welcoming Shri. Kiren Rijiju, Hon’ble Minister for Law & Justice and Shri Ganjendra Singh
Shekhawat, Jal Shakti Minister and other delgates, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General,
NMCG informed that well-known singers, musicians, artists, story-tellers, scholars and literary
figures performed and participated in Ganga Utsav 2021. He also informed that there were some
very important launches like CLAP, 1st Chacha Chaudhary comics on Ganga rejuvenation, a
song on Rivers of India by IIT Madras and much more. He informed that this year Ganga Utsav
is being celebrated across India, celebrations are happening from Surat to Nagaland and from
Leh to Kanyakumari. “Ganga Utsav has shaped into nation-wide Nadi Utsav and this is just the
beginning” he said.
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Congratulating NMCG for their contribution to Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav in his keynote
address Shri. Kiren Rijiju, Hon’ble Minister for Law & Justice said, “I have travelled to almost
origin of every river in the country. Ganga especially looked very polluted few years back but
today, it looks cleaner and magnanimous. The work is inspiring and I pledge my full support to
the mission and would always be happy to join and contribute.” He attributed to this success to
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision, NMCG’s holistic approach and volunteer’s hard work.
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Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti Minister recalling Hon’ble Prime Minister’s call for
celebrating Nadi Utsav said, “India has a tradition of reverence for rivers but with rise of
consumerism this connect was lost somewhere” in his valedictory Address at Ganga Utsav
2021. “Nadi Utsav will sow the seed for reviving this tradition of respecting rivers. This will
encourage people to conserve and protect our rivers.” he added. He complimented Namami
Gange for "laying the foundation of Nadi Utsav through successful conduct of Ganga Utsavs
over last few years and the Ganga Utsav this year has laid foundation for strong Nadi Utsav in
country".
Expressing his joy on success of Ganga Utsav 2021 Shri Pankaj Kumar, Secretary, MoJS
thanked the NMCG team and all volunteers working as Ganga Sewaks.
A report on Ganga Quest 2021 was launched at the final session of Ganga Utsav 2021. The
Quiz is conducted by NMCG with the support of Tree Craze Foundation. Ms. Bhawna Badola,
CEO, Tree Craze Foundation announced the winners of the mini–Ganga Quest as part of
Ganga Utsav and her colleague Ms Pallavi announced winners of other activities organised
during Ganga Utsav as part of CLAP initiative.
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Internationally acclaimed poet, lyrists and communication specialist Shri Prasoon Joshi, who is
also the maker of Kartvya Ganga song said, “The idea behind Kartvya Ganga song is if we focus
of our responsibilities our rights will be fulfilled on its own.” He also recited his poem on
importance of rivers which he wrote for Ganga Utsav.
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The Ganges Children Handbook and training module prepared by Indian Institute of Public
Administration represented by Prof Vinod Sharma under Namami Gange programme were also
released.
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An expedition, Ganga Mashal was flagged off by Hon’ble ministers on 3rd day of Ganga Utsav.
Ganga Mashal is part of Meri Ganga Meri Shan campaign by Ganga Task Force- a battalion of
Territorial Army raised under Namami Gange mission for various rejuvenation efforts. The
Mashal would travel along the Ganga and halt at 23 locations where events to sensitize people
and volunteers will be organised. Shri Kiren Rijiju said, “Ganga Mashal is the best way to take
Ganga Utsav forward in a dignified and inspiring manner.” Brigadier Naveen Singh was
representing Ganga Task Force at the flag off ceremony joined by Col Vaidya.
Ms. Sakshi Jha and Shri. Sarfaraz Ali were felicitated by the ministers for their artwork, ‘Kachre
se Kanchan’. Young painters doing live painting during the Utsav were also felicitated .
Shri. Rozy Aggrawal, Executive Director (Finance), NMCG said that the journey which began
with a small event in 2017 has come a long way in form of Ganga Utsav. He thanked the teams
working at districts levels who ensured that this Nadi Utsav is a huge success. More than 77
events were organised by NMCG volunteers. He also informed that more than 8 lakh people
virtually joined the festival during these 3 days.
*********
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GOVERNMENT ISSUES GUIDELINES FOR PM CARES
FOR CHILDREN SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Ministry of Women and Child Development has issued the detailed guidelines for PM
CARES for Children Scheme. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 29th May, 2021 had
announced comprehensive support for children who have lost both their parents due to COVID
19 pandemic. The objective of the scheme is to ensure comprehensive care and protection of
children who have lost their parent(s) to COVID pandemic, in a sustained manner, enable their
wellbeing through health insurance, empower them through education and equip them for selfsufficient existence with financial support on reaching 23 years of age.
The PM CARES for children scheme inter alia provides support to these children through
convergent approach, gap funding for ensuring education, health, monthly stipend from the age
of 18 years, and lump sum amount of Rs. 10 lakh on attaining 23 years of age.
The eligible children shall be enrolled from 29.05.2021 which is the date of announcement by
the Prime Minister to 31.12.2021 to avail benefits of PM CARES for Children Scheme. The
Scheme is expected to continue till the year when every identified beneficiary shall turn 23 years
of age.
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The eligibility criterion for the scheme will cover all children who have lost i) Both parents or ii)
Surviving parent or iii) legal guardian/adoptive parents/single adoptive parent due to COVID 19
pandemic, starting from 11.03.2020 the date on which WHO has declared and characterized
COVID-19 as pandemic till 31.12.2021, shall be entitled to benefits under this scheme. iv) Child
should not have completed 18 years of age on the date of death of parents
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The Entitlements under the scheme include:
i. Support for Boarding and Lodging:
a) Efforts will be made by the District Magistrate with the assistance of Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) to explore the possibility of rehabilitating the child within her/his
extended family, relatives, kith, or kin.
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b) If the extended family, relatives, kith or kin of the child are not available/not
willing/not found fit by CWC or the child (aged 4 -10 years or above) is not willing to
live with them, the child should be placed in foster care, after due diligence as
prescribed under the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 and rules made thereof as amended
from time to time.
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c) If the Foster family is not available/not willing /not found fit by CWC, or the child
(aged 4 -10 years or above) is not willing to live with them, the child 1Beneficiary/
Beneficiaries means eligible child beneficiaries under the PM CARES for Children
Scheme. 3 should be placed in age appropriate and gender appropriate Child Care
Institution (CCI).
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d) Children more than 10 years old, not received by extended families or relatives or
foster families or not willing to live with them or living in child care institutions after
the demise of parents, may be enrolled in Netaji Subhash Chand Bose Awasiya
Vidyalaya, Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya, Eklavya Model Schools, Sainik
School, Navodaya Vidyalaya, or any other residential school by the District
Magistrate, subject to the respective scheme guidelines.
e) It may be ensured that the siblings stay together, as far as possible.
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f) For non-institutional care, financial support at the prevailing rates prescribed under
the Child Protection Services (CPS) Scheme shall be provided to Children (in
account with guardian). For child in institutional care, a maintenance grant at the
prevailing rates prescribed under the Child Protection Services (CPS) Scheme shall
be given to Child Care Institutions. Any provision for subsistence support under the
State scheme may also be provided additionally to the children.

ii. Assistance for Pre-school and School Education
a. For children below 6 years of age Identified beneficiaries will receive support
and assistance from the Anganwadi services for supplementary nutrition, pre-school
education/ ECCE, immunization, health referrals, and health check-up.
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b. For children below 10 years of age
i) Admission shall be provided in any nearest school as a day scholar i.e. Government/
Government aided School/ Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs)/ Private Schools.
ii) In Government Schools, two sets of free uniform and textbooks shall be provided, under
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, as per the scheme guidelines.
iii) In private schools, tuition fees shall be exempted under section 12(1)(c) of RTE Act.
iv) Under circumstances where child is unable to receive above benefits, the fees, as per
the RTE norms, will be given from the PM CARES for Children scheme. The Scheme will
also pay for expenditure on uniform, textbooks, and notebooks. A matrix of such
entitlements is detailed out in Annexure-1.
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c. For children between 11-18 years of age
i) If the child is living with the extended family, then admission in the nearest Government/
Government aided School/ Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs)/ Private Schools as a day scholar
may be ensured by the DM.
ii) The child may be enrolled in Netaji Subhash Chand Bose Awasiya Vidyalaya/ Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya/ Eklavya Model Schools/Sainik School/ Navodaya Vidyalaya/ or
any other residential school, by the DM, subject to the respective scheme guidelines.
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iii) The DM may make alternative arrangements for accommodation of such children during
vacations at CCIs or any appropriate place.

d. Assistance for Higher Education:
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iv) Under circumstances where child is unable to receive above benefits, the fees, as per
the RTE norms, will be given from the PM CARES for Children scheme. The scheme will
also pay for expenditure on uniform, textbooks, and notebooks. A matrix of such
entitlements is detailed out in the detailed annexure.

i) The child will be assisted in obtaining education loan for Professional courses
/Higher Education in India

IA

ii) Under circumstances where beneficiary is unable to avail interest exemption from
extant Central and State Government scheme, then the interest on the educational
loan will be paid from PM CARES for Children Scheme.
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iii) As an alternative, scholarship as per the norms will be provided to the
beneficiaries of the PM CARES for Children Scheme from the schemes of Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Ministry of Minority
Affairs, and Department of Higher Education. Beneficiaries will be assisted through
National Scholarship portal for availing such entitlements. The scholarship awarded
to the beneficiaries will be updated on the PM CARES for Children portal.
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iii. Health Insurance:

a. All children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PMJAY) with a health insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakhs.
b. It shall be ensured that the child identified under PM CARES for Children scheme
receives benefits under PM JAY
c. The details of benefits available to children under the scheme are at Annexure.

iv. Financial Support:
a. The lump sum amount will be transferred directly in the post office account of
beneficiaries upon opening and validation of the account of the beneficiaries. A prorata amount will be credited upfront in the account of each identified beneficiary such
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that the corpus for each beneficiary becomes Rs. 10 lakhs at the time of attaining 18
years of age.
b. Children will receive monthly stipend once they attain 18 years of age, by investing
the corpus of Rs 10 lakhs. The beneficiary will receive stipend till they attain 23 years
of age.
c. They will receive an amount of Rs. 10 lakh on attaining 23 years of age.

*****
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CLICK HERE TO SEE DETAILED GUIDELINES OF THE SCHEME

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has issued the detailed guidelines for PM
CARES for Children Scheme. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 29th May, 2021 had
announced comprehensive support for children who have lost both their parents due to COVID
19 pandemic. The objective of the scheme is to ensure comprehensive care and protection of
children who have lost their parent(s) to COVID pandemic, in a sustained manner, enable their
wellbeing through health insurance, empower them through education and equip them for selfsufficient existence with financial support on reaching 23 years of age.
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The PM CARES for children scheme inter alia provides support to these children through
convergent approach, gap funding for ensuring education, health, monthly stipend from the age
of 18 years, and lump sum amount of Rs. 10 lakh on attaining 23 years of age.
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The eligible children shall be enrolled from 29.05.2021 which is the date of announcement by
the Prime Minister to 31.12.2021 to avail benefits of PM CARES for Children Scheme. The
Scheme is expected to continue till the year when every identified beneficiary shall turn 23 years
of age.

cr

The eligibility criterion for the scheme will cover all children who have lost i) Both parents or ii)
Surviving parent or iii) legal guardian/adoptive parents/single adoptive parent due to COVID 19
pandemic, starting from 11.03.2020 the date on which WHO has declared and characterized
COVID-19 as pandemic till 31.12.2021, shall be entitled to benefits under this scheme. iv) Child
should not have completed 18 years of age on the date of death of parents
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The Entitlements under the scheme include:
i. Support for Boarding and Lodging:
a) Efforts will be made by the District Magistrate with the assistance of Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) to explore the possibility of rehabilitating the child within her/his
extended family, relatives, kith, or kin.
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b) If the extended family, relatives, kith or kin of the child are not available/not
willing/not found fit by CWC or the child (aged 4 -10 years or above) is not willing to
live with them, the child should be placed in foster care, after due diligence as
prescribed under the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 and rules made thereof as amended
from time to time.
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c) If the Foster family is not available/not willing /not found fit by CWC, or the child
(aged 4 -10 years or above) is not willing to live with them, the child 1Beneficiary/
Beneficiaries means eligible child beneficiaries under the PM CARES for Children
Scheme. 3 should be placed in age appropriate and gender appropriate Child Care
Institution (CCI).
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d) Children more than 10 years old, not received by extended families or relatives or
foster families or not willing to live with them or living in child care institutions after
the demise of parents, may be enrolled in Netaji Subhash Chand Bose Awasiya
Vidyalaya, Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya, Eklavya Model Schools, Sainik
School, Navodaya Vidyalaya, or any other residential school by the District
Magistrate, subject to the respective scheme guidelines.
e) It may be ensured that the siblings stay together, as far as possible.
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f) For non-institutional care, financial support at the prevailing rates prescribed under
the Child Protection Services (CPS) Scheme shall be provided to Children (in
account with guardian). For child in institutional care, a maintenance grant at the
prevailing rates prescribed under the Child Protection Services (CPS) Scheme shall
be given to Child Care Institutions. Any provision for subsistence support under the
State scheme may also be provided additionally to the children.

ii. Assistance for Pre-school and School Education
a. For children below 6 years of age Identified beneficiaries will receive support
and assistance from the Anganwadi services for supplementary nutrition, pre-school
education/ ECCE, immunization, health referrals, and health check-up.
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b. For children below 10 years of age
i) Admission shall be provided in any nearest school as a day scholar i.e. Government/
Government aided School/ Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs)/ Private Schools.
ii) In Government Schools, two sets of free uniform and textbooks shall be provided, under
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, as per the scheme guidelines.
iii) In private schools, tuition fees shall be exempted under section 12(1)(c) of RTE Act.
iv) Under circumstances where child is unable to receive above benefits, the fees, as per
the RTE norms, will be given from the PM CARES for Children scheme. The Scheme will
also pay for expenditure on uniform, textbooks, and notebooks. A matrix of such
entitlements is detailed out in Annexure-1.
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c. For children between 11-18 years of age
i) If the child is living with the extended family, then admission in the nearest Government/
Government aided School/ Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs)/ Private Schools as a day scholar
may be ensured by the DM.
ii) The child may be enrolled in Netaji Subhash Chand Bose Awasiya Vidyalaya/ Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya/ Eklavya Model Schools/Sainik School/ Navodaya Vidyalaya/ or
any other residential school, by the DM, subject to the respective scheme guidelines.
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iii) The DM may make alternative arrangements for accommodation of such children during
vacations at CCIs or any appropriate place.

d. Assistance for Higher Education:
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iv) Under circumstances where child is unable to receive above benefits, the fees, as per
the RTE norms, will be given from the PM CARES for Children scheme. The scheme will
also pay for expenditure on uniform, textbooks, and notebooks. A matrix of such
entitlements is detailed out in the detailed annexure.

i) The child will be assisted in obtaining education loan for Professional courses
/Higher Education in India
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ii) Under circumstances where beneficiary is unable to avail interest exemption from
extant Central and State Government scheme, then the interest on the educational
loan will be paid from PM CARES for Children Scheme.
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iii) As an alternative, scholarship as per the norms will be provided to the
beneficiaries of the PM CARES for Children Scheme from the schemes of Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Ministry of Minority
Affairs, and Department of Higher Education. Beneficiaries will be assisted through
National Scholarship portal for availing such entitlements. The scholarship awarded
to the beneficiaries will be updated on the PM CARES for Children portal.
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iii. Health Insurance:

a. All children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PMJAY) with a health insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakhs.
b. It shall be ensured that the child identified under PM CARES for Children scheme
receives benefits under PM JAY
c. The details of benefits available to children under the scheme are at Annexure.

iv. Financial Support:
a. The lump sum amount will be transferred directly in the post office account of
beneficiaries upon opening and validation of the account of the beneficiaries. A prorata amount will be credited upfront in the account of each identified beneficiary such
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that the corpus for each beneficiary becomes Rs. 10 lakhs at the time of attaining 18
years of age.
b. Children will receive monthly stipend once they attain 18 years of age, by investing
the corpus of Rs 10 lakhs. The beneficiary will receive stipend till they attain 23 years
of age.
c. They will receive an amount of Rs. 10 lakh on attaining 23 years of age.

*****
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CLICK HERE TO SEE DETAILED GUIDELINES OF THE SCHEME
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Date : 2021-11-05

PM DEDICATES TO THE NATION PSA OXYGEN PLANTS
ESTABLISHED UNDER PM CARES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, dedicated 35 Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA)
Oxygen Plants established under PM CARES, across 35 States and Union Territories, in an
event held at AIIMS Rishikesh, Uttarakhand today. With this, all districts of the country will now
have commissioned PSA Oxygen Plants. Union Ministers, Governor, Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand, State Ministers and healthcare professionals were present on the occasion.
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister noted the beginning of the holy festival of Navratri
from today. He said Maa Shailputri is worshipped on the first day of Navratri. He remarked that
Shailputri is the daughter of Himalaya. “On this day I am here, coming here to bow to this soil,
saluting this land of Himalayas, what can be a greater blessing in life than this,” said the Prime
Minister. He also congratulated the state for splendid performance in the Olympics and
Paralympics. The Prime Minister stressed that his relationship network with the land of
Uttarakhand is not only of heart but also of action, not only of essence but also of element.
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Continuing with the significance that today’s date holds for him, the Prime Minister recalled that
on this day 20 years ago, he got a new responsibility to serve the public. He added that his
journey of serving the people, living among the people was going on for many decades, but 20
years ago today, he got a new responsibility as the Chief Minister of Gujarat. He also noted that
the beginning of this journey coincided with the formation of the Uttarakhand state as he took
over as the Gujarat Chief Minister a few months after that. He said he never imagined that he
would, with the blessings of the people, reach the position of the Prime Minister. The Prime
Minister expressed his gratitude to the people of the country and Uttarakhand as he entered the
21st year of this unbroken journey as head of the government.
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Shri Modi expressed happiness that from the land where life-giving forces like Yoga and
Ayurveda gained strength, today, oxygen plants are being dedicated. The Prime Minister said
the facilities India prepared in such a short timespan to fight the Corona pandemic, shows the
capability of our country. Network of about 3000 testing labs were created from just 1 testing lab,
before the pandemic. India has transformed from being an importer to an exporter of masks and
kits. Facilities of new ventilators were made available even in remote areas of the country. India
has made rapid and large-scale manufacturing of Made in India Corona Vaccine. India has
implemented the world's largest and fastest vaccination campaign. The Prime Minister said what
India has done is a symbol of our determination, our service and our solidarity.
The Prime Minister said in normal days, India used to produce 900 metric tons of liquid medical
oxygen a day. As the demand increased, India increased the production of medical oxygen by
more than 10 times. He added that this was an unimaginable goal for any country in the world,
but India has achieved it.
The Prime Minister remarked that it is a matter of pride for every Indian that 93 crore doses of
corona vaccine have been administered. Very soon India will cross the 100 crore mark. He said
India has shown the way to the whole world by building the Cowin platform that shows how
vaccination is done on such a large scale.
The Prime Minister said now the government does not wait for the citizens to come to it with
their problems and then take any action. He said that this misconception is being removed from
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the government mindset and system. Now the government goes to the citizens.
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The Prime Minister noted that till 6-7 years ago, only a few states had the facility of AIIMS, today
work is being done to take AIIMS to every state. He said we are moving fast from 6 AIIMS to
build a strong network of 22 AIIMS. It is also the goal of the government that there must be at
least one medical college in every district of the country. He recalled that former Prime Minister
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee had fulfilled the dream of the creation of Uttarakhand. Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee believed that connectivity is directly related to development. Due to his inspiration,
today work is being done for improving connectivity infrastructure in the country at
unprecedented speed and scale, the Prime Minister said.

,
,

,

,

: PM

,

ac
k

20

IA

S.
co

The Prime Minister said before the launch of the Jal Jeevan Mission in 2019, only 1,30,000
households in Uttarakhand had access to tap water. Today piped drinking water has started
reaching more than 7,10,000 houses of Uttarakhand. That is, within just 2 years, about 6 lakh
houses in the state have got water connections.The Prime Minister informed that the
government is also working very seriously for the interests of every soldier, every exserviceman. He added that it is our government that fulfilled the 40 years old demand of our
brothers from the armed forces by implementing One Rank One Pension.
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, dedicated 35 Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA)
Oxygen Plants established under PM CARES, across 35 States and Union Territories, in an
event held at AIIMS Rishikesh, Uttarakhand today. With this, all districts of the country will now
have commissioned PSA Oxygen Plants. Union Ministers, Governor, Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand, State Ministers and healthcare professionals were present on the occasion.
Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister noted the beginning of the holy festival of Navratri
from today. He said Maa Shailputri is worshipped on the first day of Navratri. He remarked that
Shailputri is the daughter of Himalaya. “On this day I am here, coming here to bow to this soil,
saluting this land of Himalayas, what can be a greater blessing in life than this,” said the Prime
Minister. He also congratulated the state for splendid performance in the Olympics and
Paralympics. The Prime Minister stressed that his relationship network with the land of
Uttarakhand is not only of heart but also of action, not only of essence but also of element.
Continuing with the significance that today’s date holds for him, the Prime Minister recalled that
on this day 20 years ago, he got a new responsibility to serve the public. He added that his
journey of serving the people, living among the people was going on for many decades, but 20
years ago today, he got a new responsibility as the Chief Minister of Gujarat. He also noted that
the beginning of this journey coincided with the formation of the Uttarakhand state as he took
over as the Gujarat Chief Minister a few months after that. He said he never imagined that he
would, with the blessings of the people, reach the position of the Prime Minister. The Prime
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Minister expressed his gratitude to the people of the country and Uttarakhand as he entered the
21st year of this unbroken journey as head of the government.
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Shri Modi expressed happiness that from the land where life-giving forces like Yoga and
Ayurveda gained strength, today, oxygen plants are being dedicated. The Prime Minister said
the facilities India prepared in such a short timespan to fight the Corona pandemic, shows the
capability of our country. Network of about 3000 testing labs were created from just 1 testing lab,
before the pandemic. India has transformed from being an importer to an exporter of masks and
kits. Facilities of new ventilators were made available even in remote areas of the country. India
has made rapid and large-scale manufacturing of Made in India Corona Vaccine. India has
implemented the world's largest and fastest vaccination campaign. The Prime Minister said what
India has done is a symbol of our determination, our service and our solidarity.
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The Prime Minister said in normal days, India used to produce 900 metric tons of liquid medical
oxygen a day. As the demand increased, India increased the production of medical oxygen by
more than 10 times. He added that this was an unimaginable goal for any country in the world,
but India has achieved it.
The Prime Minister remarked that it is a matter of pride for every Indian that 93 crore doses of
corona vaccine have been administered. Very soon India will cross the 100 crore mark. He said
India has shown the way to the whole world by building the Cowin platform that shows how
vaccination is done on such a large scale.
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The Prime Minister said now the government does not wait for the citizens to come to it with
their problems and then take any action. He said that this misconception is being removed from
the government mindset and system. Now the government goes to the citizens.
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The Prime Minister noted that till 6-7 years ago, only a few states had the facility of AIIMS, today
work is being done to take AIIMS to every state. He said we are moving fast from 6 AIIMS to
build a strong network of 22 AIIMS. It is also the goal of the government that there must be at
least one medical college in every district of the country. He recalled that former Prime Minister
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee had fulfilled the dream of the creation of Uttarakhand. Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee believed that connectivity is directly related to development. Due to his inspiration,
today work is being done for improving connectivity infrastructure in the country at
unprecedented speed and scale, the Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister said before the launch of the Jal Jeevan Mission in 2019, only 1,30,000
households in Uttarakhand had access to tap water. Today piped drinking water has started
reaching more than 7,10,000 houses of Uttarakhand. That is, within just 2 years, about 6 lakh
houses in the state have got water connections.The Prime Minister informed that the
government is also working very seriously for the interests of every soldier, every exserviceman. He added that it is our government that fulfilled the 40 years old demand of our
brothers from the armed forces by implementing One Rank One Pension.
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WHO APPROVES WORLD'S FIRST MALARIA VACCINE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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In a landmark announcement, the World Health Organization (WHO) has recommended the use
of the first-ever malaria vaccine for children. WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus endorsed the RTS,S/AS01 malaria or Mosquirix - a vaccine developed by British
drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline (GSK)
. According to Tedros, " RTS,S malaria vaccine – more than 30 years in the making – changes
the course of public health history. This vaccine is a gift to the world".
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The WHO said in a statement it was recommending the widespread application of the vaccine
among children in sub-Saharan Africa and other regions with moderate to high malaria
transmission.
"I started my career as a malaria researcher, and I longed for the day that we would have an
effective vaccine against this ancient and terrible disease. Today is that day: WHO is
recommending the broad use of the world’s first malaria vaccine," Tedros wrote on Twitter.
Many vaccines exist against viruses and bacteria but this was the first time that the WHO
recommended broad use of a vaccine against a human parasite.
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The vaccine acts against plasmodium falciparum -- one of five parasite species and the most
deadly. The symptoms of malaria are--fever, headaches, and muscle pain, then cycles of chills,
fever, and sweating.
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According to Reuters news agency, experts said the challenge now would be mobilising
financing for production and distribution of the vaccine. GSK has to date committed to producing
15 million doses of Mosquirix annually up to 2028 at a cost of production plus no more than 5%
margin.
A global market study led by the WHO this year projected demand for a malaria vaccine would
be 50 to 110 million doses per year by 2030 if it is deployed in areas with moderate to high
transmission of the disease.

cr

Malaria claims the lives of more than 400,000 people every year. Children account for 67% of all
malarial deaths worldwide, according to the WHO.
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PEACE AT THE HEART OF EDUCATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

A student walks to school past damaged buildings in the Syrian city of Raqqa on September 23,
2021. | Photo Credit: AFP
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On October 2 every year, everyone gathers to celebrate the ideals of peace by marking the
birthday of Mahatma Gandhi and the International Day of Non-Violence. The day presents an
opportunity to explore the causes of violence and reassert a commitment to building a culture of
dialogue through education.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has introduced new forces of division globally. Levels of hate speech
and fear of the ‘other’ have grown, as people have assigned blame for the virus. Forms of
structural violence – the economic, racial and gendered forms of injustice built into social
systems – have been exacerbated as marginalised groups, including displaced persons and
racialised groups, have been disproportionately affected. Around the world, the consequential
surge in inequality is driving instability and tension, fuelling potential social unrest.
United Nations urges end to attacks on schools, especially in Africa
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In order to rebuild in solidarity, we must understand the root causes of human animosity and
make peace with one another. We must think about the structures, attitudes and skills that
create and sustain peace.
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In ‘Pathways for peace’, a flagship 2018 report by the World Bank and the United Nations, it was
shown that many of the world’s conflicts arise from exclusion and feelings of injustice. The
question therefore is: how can ignorance and fear of the unknown be overcome through
understanding and dialogue?
For UNESCO, education is a significant part of the answer because it can impart the skills and
values necessary to recognise and prevent potential conflicts and promote tolerance. As the
educator Maria Montessori put it: “Preventing war is the work of politicians, establishing peace is
the work of educationists”.
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Yemen’s education system devastated by conflict: UNICEF
Education for peace has a rich history in India. The philosophies of various religions, cultures
and of Gandhi have non-violence, syncretism and tolerance at their core.
The National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020 also presents a unique opportunity to contribute to
strengthening equity, justice and social cohesion. The policy has a broad focus on value-based
and experiential education, including promoting critical thinking, cultural exchanges, teaching in
regional languages, and a commitment to education for all.
This landmark document also advocates for reforms in curricula and pedagogy. As schools
reopen, we believe that peace education can be even more integrated within national curricula
and the broader learning environment to promote non-violence, conflict resolution and
compassion. Equipping children from a young age with the skills to respect the dignity of others
is key to building resilient and peaceful societies. Teachers and educators also need to be
equipped with skills to promote peace through experiential and interactive methods. Intercultural
competencies, like empathy and critical thinking, are best learned through intercultural
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exchanges and scenario-based learning and not rote learning.
Global best practices, promoted through UNESCO, can offer a way forward. Our organisation’s
approaches to global citizenship, education and intercultural dialogue reinforce the idea that
peaceful societies are those that embrace diversity and difference. UNESCO’s work to promote
media and information literacy and sports for peace equips youth with skills to eradicate harmful
stereotypes and stand up against injustice.
Adolescence in conflict zones
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Focusing on inclusion, UNESCO highlights the need to recognise and improve opportunities for
disadvantaged groups, like women and girls and persons with disabilities. UNESCO also
promotes schools as safe and non-violent spaces.
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One year into the NEP 2020 and almost two years into the COVID-19 pandemic, it is important
to assess priorities in education. Beyond discussions around innovation, technology and smart
future schools, we need to understand the potential of education systems and schools in
building peaceful societies. In times of crisis, education has the ability to provide hope and
confidence.
Eric Falt is the Director and Representative of the UNESCO New Delhi cluster office
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The plight of Indian women migrant workers in West Asia highlights the lack of gender-centric,
rights-based safeguards
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FAILING ON FOOD: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON CHILD
MALNUTRITION AND THE VALUE OF GOOD SCHOOL
MEALS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The approval of the PM POSHAN scheme by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs until
2025-26 comes at a critical time when real income declines and the economic impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic have affected the ability of families to ensure good nutrition. The findings in
Phase I of the NFHS-5 for 22 States and Union Territories in December 2020 were shocking:
childhood stunting rose in 13 States, there was high prevalence of anaemia among children and
women, and wasting was a serious concern in 12 States. The slippage over the previous survey
period exposes the worsening scourge of malnutrition, threatening to deprive millions of children
of a fully productive adult life. It will take a serious effort to address this hidden crisis, backed by
strong budgetary commitment. The centrally supported hot meal programme in Government and
Government-aided schools, covering 11.8 crore children, will be supplemented with nutritional
elements in identified aspirational districts and areas with high anaemia. The scheme, which is
proposed to be extended to pre-primary children, provides for social audit, creation of school
nutritional gardens to source fresh produce, involvement of farmer-producer organisations as
providers, and lays emphasis on local food traditions. While these are positive features,
momentum towards eradicating malnutrition hinges crucially on annual budgetary outlays and
proof of POSHAN’s working will lie in measurable outcomes.
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Support for the PM POSHAN, which the Government says has been approved over the five-year
period at 1,30,794 crore, including 31,733 crore from States and UTs, must remain elastic. While
some child growth metrics such as stunting require a longer window to measure, problems such
as anaemia and low weight lend themselves to speedy amelioration. The Government must
demonstrate that Saksham Anganwadi-Mission POSHAN 2.0, which amalgamates the POSHAN
Abhiyan and schemes covering anganwadis, crèches and adolescent girls, is fiscally stronger
than its erstwhile component parts. There must be a meaningful increase in the current Budget
estimate over the combined past outlay for the subsumed individual schemes. On nutritional
planning, the renewed plan should introduce a greater diversity of diets that compensates for
micronutrient and protein deficiency. Strong supplementation of nutrition at school, in the
community, and at childcare centres is critical at a time when criticism of food inflation has met
with a tone-deaf response, and pandemic-induced income declines have depressed essential
consumption. The lower offtake of foodgrains for the noon meal scheme during the pandemic
over the previous year and patchy food distribution mechanisms in many States should set
alarm bells ringing. The future of a generation of Indians is at stake.
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INDIA AIMS TO PRODUCE MRNA COVID-19 VACCINE
THIS YEAR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Effort could boost nation’s pharmaceutical industry and ease the global distribution
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NEW DELHI : India is preparing to produce its own mRNA-based Covid-19 vaccine by the end
of the year, in what would be a scientific breakthrough for the country’s growing pharmaceutical
industry and help expand the range of global production hubs for the shots.
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A host of companies across the world are pushing to bring their own vaccines using the mRNA
technology to market following the success of the Pfizer Inc. and Moderna Inc. shots. Indian
firms, urged on in part by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, aim to be significant players in the new
sector, with Gennova Pharmaceuticals Ltd. hoping to be the first.
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Gennova’s candidate, known as HGCO19, is funded in part by the government and is being
developed in conjunction with Seattle-based HDT Bio Corp. The vaccine’s key feature, Chief
Executive Sanjay Singh, said, is that it can be stored between 2 degrees Celsius and 8 degrees
Celsius (35.6 degrees to 46.4 degrees Fahrenheit), making it more manageable for easy
distribution in low-and middle-income countries where storage and logistics can be a challenge.
The mRNA vaccines developed by Moderna and by Pfizer with Germany’s BioNTech SE have to
be stored at supercooled temperatures.
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Developing a new vaccine could be a significant step forward for India’s pharmaceutical
industry, which has huge production capacities and has largely evolved by manufacturing
medications developed elsewhere, including a version of U.K.-based AstraZeneca PLC’s Covid19 vaccine.
“India endeavors to establish a significant vaccine capacity using the mRNA technology platform
not only for Covid-19 vaccines, but also for pre-existing and emergent ones," said V.K. Paul,
who leads the health team at the National Institution for Transforming India, a government think
tank that has helped lead India’s vaccination drive.
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Unlike conventional vaccines, which use a live virus to trigger an immune response in humans,
those made using messenger ribonucleic acid, mRNA, carry genetic instructions that generate a
spike protein to develop antibodies against infections.
Gennova’s HGCO19 is designed to be simpler to manufacture than existing mRNA shots. Using
a process called freeze-drying or lyophilization, the company would make the vaccine in powder
form, making it more stable and easy to be shipped in addition to being stored at moderate
temperatures. The powder can be reconstituted by dissolving with a diluent before vaccination.
Pfizer and BioNTech have also initiated a study to evaluate a lyophilized formulation for their
Covid-19 vaccine, and the results are expected later this year, according to information on the
company’s website.
Another differentiating characteristic is that Gennova’s candidate uses self-amplifying mRNA
instead of non-replicating mRNA. This helps in administering smaller doses while having the
same effect, reducing side effects, Mr. Singh said.
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The Indian drug regulator approved Gennova’s vaccine candidate last month for second- and
third-phase trials after the shot was found to be safe and effective in an early-stage study.
The company began the Phase 2 trial this month and hopes to start the third phase from around
mid-October at sites across the country. Around 4,400 volunteers will be enrolled in both the
phases.
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The company aims to get HGCO19 approved for emergency use by Indian authorities this year
and manufacture up to 60 million doses by the end of December, mostly for distribution in the
government’s vaccination program, said Gennova’s chairman, Satish Mehta.
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Gennova has begun preparing to expand production capacity to become a significant part of
India’s own vaccination drive for adults and children, and as a booster for other vaccines in India
and in other emerging markets.
The company is also hoping to play a role through the World Health Organization in supplying
vaccines and sharing the technology to make the vaccine elsewhere. The WHO’s Chief Scientist
Soumya Swaminathan visited Gennova’s facility in the western Indian city of Pune to discuss the
vaccine last week.

IA

Some manufacturers, notably French healthcare company Sanofi SA, are halting development
of mRNA Covid-19 vaccines, noting that the market is already crowded. The WHO, however, is
seeking to expand the capacity of low- and middle-income countries to produce Covid-19
vaccines, some of which would be distributed through its Covax facility.
Gennova’s mRNA-based vaccine candidate “looks very promising in terms of immunogenicity
and safety in its Phase 1 trial, though more results from the Phase 2 and 3 trials are awaited,"
Ms. Swaminathan said.
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“It’s a completely new platform for India and should be seen as investing in the future," said
Shahid Jameel, one of India’s top virologists and a visiting professor at Ashoka University.
India has so far authorized emergency use for two locally developed Covid-19 vaccines, made
by Bharat Biotech International Ltd. and Zydus Cadila.
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The Serum Institute of India is also collaborating with the U.K.’s AstraZeneca in making a
vaccine, while the Russian vaccine Sputnik V is being produced in small quantities by some
Indian manufacturers.
India’s drug regulator granted emergency use to Moderna’s vaccine in June, but the government
hasn’t yet guaranteed indemnity against prosecution in case of adverse reactions, slowing its
rollout.
Pfizer had also planned to supply an initial 50 million doses to the Indian government this year,
but with the rise in locally made vaccine stocks, Indian policy makers are moving slowly in
providing the legal framework for that to happen, said a senior government official.
A spokeswoman for Pfizer in India said the company continues to be engaged with Indian
government authorities to make the vaccine available for use in the country.
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A SCHEME BEFORE ITS TIME: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON DIGITAL HEALTH MISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the National Digital Health Mission, the most
salient aspect of which is that all citizens will have the option of voluntarily opting for a Health ID,
a 14-digit health identification number that will uniquely identify every citizen and will be a
repository of their medical history. Illustratively, it will contain details of every test, every disease,
the doctors visited, the medicines taken and the diagnosis. The portability this offers implies a
person will, in theory, never have to haul around their reports. The doctor who is examining the
patient can give more well-informed advice because it is possible that patients may not consider
aspects of their medical history relevant to share with a doctor, or sometimes may forget about
them, but which may be valuable for a better diagnosis. This id can be created by using a
person’s basic details and mobile number or Aadhaar number, and there will presumably be an
app acting as a convenient interface.
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As snazzy as all of this sounds, a digital health id right now is really a solution looking for a
problem. There is no clear justification that the immobility of medical records is an
insurmountable obstacle to the provision of affordable, high-quality health care in India. The
challenge of health care in India, as decades of research and the experience with the novel
coronavirus pandemic have shown, can be expressed quite simply. There are too few hospitals
with trained staff to cater to all Indians. But expanding the health-care system will not be easy.
India’s federal structure, the size of its population — and a large rural one at that — the cost of
researching, finding and buying appropriate drugs and treatment, competing systems of
medicine and the very challenging nature of health itself, mean that the issues are manifold. The
graver problem is that the technocratic sheen of a digital health id hides a mammoth store of
personal data, which in the absence of a privacy law and little public awareness and control over
their data, could be open to misuse. There is the danger that any large private insurance
company could use sophisticated algorithms across the health and other databases to construct
risk-profiles for people and make access to affordable insurance difficult. Also, data mining can
prioritise certain rich demographics for their services and direct public and private resources to
people who can afford a high premium for their services rather than to those who need them but
cannot pay as much. For a digital health ecosystem to work, it is important that the fundamentals
be fixed from the ground up.
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A FUND WITHOUT A CARE FOR THE RTI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

m

It may not be an exaggeration to say that when it comes to seeking answers and information
under the Right to Information (RTI) Act, the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) is consistent in
putting up a screen. The manner in which the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations (PM CARES) Fund was set up — with its acronym created to publicise
the point that the Prime Minister cares for people — shows a bypassing of the statutory
obligations of a public authority.
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A statutorily constituted National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF), which was established under
the Disaster Management (DM) Act of 2005, is deliberately ignored while a new, controversial,
unanswerable, and ‘non-accountable’ vehicle is created; its character is not spelt out till today.
The NDRF is mandated to be accountable, and answerable under the RTI Act, being a public
authority, and auditable by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India. The Government
seems to consider statutory provisions for enquiry and information seeking to be embarrassing
obstacles. The DM Act provided for a Disaster Response Fund — state and district level funds
(besides the national level) and also to collect and use the donations at the local level, with
mandatory transparency and audit provisions. The PM CARES Fund centralises the collection of
donations and its utility, which is not only against the federal character but also practically
inconvenient.
PM CARES not govt fund, functions with transparency, Delhi High Court told
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There is the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund operative since the days of Jawaharlal Nehru.
The website says: “In pursuance of an appeal by the then Prime Minister, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru
in January 1948, the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF) was established with public
contributions to assist displaced persons from Pakistan. The resources ... are now utilised
primarily to render immediate relief to families of those killed in natural calamities... and to the
victims of the major accidents and riots. Assistance from the PMNRF is also rendered, to
partially defray the expenses for medical treatment ... The fund is recognised as a Trust under
the Income-Tax Act and the same is managed by [the] Prime Minister or multiple delegates for
national causes.” The fact is that there is substantial money also left in the PMNRF. But the
Narendra Modi government does not want to use it. The PMNRF has the President of India and
the Leader of Opposition also as trustees. The Centre now considers it as another obstacle and
has created a new trust with the Prime Minister and his Ministers only.
While both funds, the NDRF and the PMNRF, have been relegated to the back burner, the PM
CARES Fund is in the limelight. It has been created not by law, not by notification, but by the
mere creation of a webpage, and set up last year in March to raise funds for those affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic. The page lists its structure, functions and duties in an arbitrary
manner. The official appeals for funds are made under the emblem of the Saranath lions and
‘Satyameva Jayathe’, which means “Truth Alone Triumphs”. Therefore, the recent affidavit,
where the Delhi High Court was informed that “the PM CARES Fund is not a Government of
India fund and that the amount collected by it does not go to the Consolidated Fund of India”, is
strange. The affidavit was filed by an Under Secretary at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), who
added that the trust functions with transparency. The most significant lie of this sworn statement
is that the Government has no control over the Fund.
After initial denials, the Government has conceded it to be a public charitable trust, but still
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maintains that it is not a ‘public authority’. In his public speeches, the Prime Minister often makes
assurances of transparency. The Bharatiya Janata Party also says it is committed to its promise
made in its election manifesto — of there being zero tolerance for corruption. If these are true,
then the PM CARES Fund should be declared as ‘a Public Authority’ under the RTI Act, and all
RTI queries answered truthfully.
Why govt. websites canvass for PM-CARES donation if it is not a govt. fund, asks Opposition
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Going back to the affidavit about the PM CARES Fund, the Under Secretary’s response reflects
the adamance to not be transparent and is a stand in defiance of the RTI Act. The issue arose
after a petitioner/lawyer, Samyak Gangwal, filed a petition seeking that the PM-CARES fund to
be declared as the “State” under Article 12 of the Constitution. In another plea, he had sought for
the fund to be designated as a “public authority” under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act. The point is
that the PMO operates the Fund, but says it cannot supply any information about the PM
CARES Fund because it is not a public authority. The PMO completely glosses over the fact that
the PMO is a public authority and has to give us answers about the fund under the RTI.
Some of the claims made in the affidavit are: The PM CARES Fund was neither created by the
Constitution of India nor by any statute. If that is the case, under what authority does it use the
designation of the Prime Minister, designated symbols of the nation, the tricolour and the official
(gov.in) website of the PMO, and grant tax concessions through an ordinance? Why does the
Prime Minister make appeals for contributions to this fund saying it will help the Government
fight COVID-19? The link, “About PM CARES Fund”, makes it clear.
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Centre set up PM CARES, indicates memo
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The amount received by the Fund does not go to the Consolidated Fund of India. If it goes to the
CFI, it could have been audited by the CAG. Because this Fund is not audited by CAG, the
Government has to ensure that it is answerable and foreclose any possibility of corruption. It
should be transparent when it comes to its sources and fund disbursement.
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The third claim is: “This Trust is neither intended to be or is in fact owned, controlled or
substantially financed by any Central Government or State Government or any instrumentality of
the any Government. In other words, there is no control of either the Central Government or any
State Government/s, either direct or indirect, in functioning of the Trust in any manner
whatsoever”. The Prime Minister is the ex-officio Chairman and three cabinet Ministers (for
Defence, Home and Finance) are ex-officio members. A Government advertisement for the PM
CARES Fund says: “PM announces new fund for people to donate towards Govt. fight against
Coranavirus”. Another advertisement makes the claim, “MY Govt or Meri SARKAR”. It is
interesting that the Prime Minister is the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees, when the claim is
that it is not connected with the Government. If the PM CARES Fund is unconnected with the
Government, then the Fund could become an office of profit. And that could disqualify him and
the three Ministers from holding those constitutional offices.
PMO denies RTI plea seeking info on PM-CARES
The composition of the board of trustees can never be a determinative factor to ascertain
whether the respondent is a “public authority” or not; the Prime Minister as chairman and three
Cabinet Ministers as members, in their official capacity, determines it to be a public authority.
This board decides how to spend the funds collected, which is the prime function. The Prime
Minister’s Office administers the activities. This is ‘substantial control’ which is the test to
determine its character as a public authority under the RTI Act as highlighted in the landmark
judgment of the Supreme Court of India in Thalappalam Service Coop. Bank Ltd. vs State of
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Editorial | Need for transparency: On PM CARES Fund
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The point that some Government officer provides ex gratia services to the public trust is of no
relevance; a Government officer providing secretarial assistance on an honorary basis while
discharging his official duties can never be a relevant consideration for declaring a body to be a
public authority. By agreeing that it is a public trust managed by the Prime Minister and three
Ministers in their ex-officio capacity, the Government cannot say that it was irrelevant to declare
it as a public authority. The Prime Minister and the Ministers do not take decisions in their
personal capacity. They have to work to implement the objectives of the trust.
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The mere grant of certain tax exemptions with regard to the voluntary donations made to a
public trust is not a determinative factor for the purpose of Section 2(h) of the RTI Act. An
ordinance was promulgated to amend Income Tax Act, 1961 and declare that the donations to
the PM CARES Fund “would qualify for 80G benefits for 100% exemption”. The official website
and the Press Information Bureau also declared that donations to the PM CARES Fund “would
qualify for 80G benefits for 100% exemption under the Income Tax Act, 1961. Donations to PM
CARES Fund will also qualify to be counted as Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
expenditure under the Companies Act, 2013... PM CARES Fund has also got exemption under
the FCRA [Foreign Contribution Regulation Act] and a separate account for receiving foreign
donations has been opened”. All this amounts to substantive funding.
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Funds like PM CARES are ‘separate, different, distinct’ from NDRF, says government in
Supreme Court
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Section 19 of the Indian Trusts Act mandates the trustees to present full and accurate
information of the amount and state of the trust property to the beneficiaries. Because of this
statutory access, all information about the PM CARES Fund should be accessible as per
Section 2(f) of RTI Act; “information” here means any material in any form, including records,
documents, memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, logbooks,
contracts, reports, papers, samples, models, data material held in any electronic form and
information relating to any private body which can be accessed by a public authority under any
other law for the time being in force” (this enables access to information of trust even if it is
private, through the Indian Trusts Act). The claim that the PM CARES Fund is not a public
authority is absurd to say the least.
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M. Sridhar Acharyulu is Former Central Information Commissioner. He is presently the Dean,
School of Law, Mahindra University, Hyderabad
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Date : 2021-11-08

NATIONAL ACTION PLAN FOR DOG MEDIATED RABIES
ELIMINATION BY 2030
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

On the occasion of World Rabies Day today, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Shri
Mansukh Mandaviya and Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and DairyingShri
ParshottamRupala unveiled the National Action Plan for dog Mediated Rabies Elimination by
2030 (NAPRE) in the presence of Dr. BharatiPravinPawar, Minister of State for Health and
Family Welfare and Shri Sanjeev Kumar Balyan, Minister of State of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying.

S.
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Addressed the launch of the 'National Action Plan for Dog Mediated Rabies Elimination'
Through enhanced inter-ministerial coordination, emphasising One Health & building holistic
ecosystem, Govt under PM @NarendraModi ji's leadership is moving towards eradicating rabies
by 2030. pic.twitter.com/wqnlQwUjyo
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The Ministers urged all the States and UTs to make Rabies a notifiable Disease. Shri Mansukh
Mandaviya and Shri ParshottamRupala also launched “Joint Inter-Ministerial Declaration
Support Statement” for Elimination of Dog mediated Rabies from India by 2030 through One
Health Approach.
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Speaking on the timely importance of the event, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya noted, “Man is not an
isolated animal and acquire diseases from animals who are also nestled in their environment.
Outside of human purview, animals fight and amongst each other enabling viral transmission.
Only a holistic approach to health keeping in mind human-animal interaction and their broader
interaction with the environment can help alleviate such challenges.” He also observed that
environmental factors like rainfall, heat-wave can also contribute to the trajectory of the
pathogen and the disease which calls for more research and greater awareness in this area.
Reminding everyone of the outbreak of Corona virus, he said, “Earlier people did not venture out
beyond a radius of 20-25 kms which has drastically changed with the advent of modern life. This
has facilitated an individual for overnight inter-continental travel with layovers enabling him to
come in contact with a wide range of people of various backgrounds in different countries
resulting in quick and uncontrolled transmission.”
The Union Health Minister also spoke on the human cost extracted by the disease. Drawing
from his own experience of contracting a zoonotic disease while treating an animal, he
acknowledged that most victims of the disease are those who in their most productive years of
their life. “Zoonotic diseases like Rabies claims the lives of people in their prime denying the
family of their earning member,” he stated.

Page 51

m

Shri ParshottamRupala alerted those present of the menace of Rabies in rural life although
villagers refer to the disease as ‘Hadakwa’ unfamiliar with the English name. He said, “The mere
mention of ‘Hadakwa’ induces terror in rural areas. Villagers will actively come forward when
they understand that Rabies translates to ‘Hadakwa’. They will actively help the government in
this noble endeavour”. He advised the senior officials present to use the more familiar term
‘Hadakwa’ in popularizing the activities to be taken up under the Plan.
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The Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying also suggested undertaking
extensive IEC to make people aware of the difference between vaccine and medicine with
regard to Rabies; many people are confused and mistake the vaccine, a precautionary step with
medicine, a curative solution after the onset of the disease. Although each Rabies death is
preventable by vaccine, there are no medicines once the disease develops in a human.
Echoing the consensus of greater focus on One Health approach, he also suggested the
institutionalization of an umbrella body for better co-ordination between inter-ministerial bodies
and other stakeholders.
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Congratulating the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) for drafting the action plan in
consultation with the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying in a very short timespan, Dr. Pawar stated, “Rabies is 100% fatal but 100% vaccine preventable. 33% of global
rabies deaths are recorded in India.” She expressed hope that NCDC with its rich experience in
tackling zoonotic diseases like Nipah, Zika, Avian flu and surveillance of diseases like influenza,
hepatitis would play a great role in Government’s effort to boost One Health approach.
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Shri Balyan underscored the importance of One Health approach by pointing out that newer
strategies need to be designed for the health challenges of this era, with two-thirds of all present
diseases having their origin in animals. He observed, “Rabies does not fit into the domain of any
one single department having the responsibility of controlling Rabies. The disease affects both
humans and animals.”

Shri AtulChaturvedi, Secretary, Animal Husbandry and Dairy, Prof. (Dr.) Sunil Kumar, Director
General Health Services, Dr. Praveen Malik, Animal Husbandry Commissioner, DrRoderico H.
Ofrin, WHO Representative to India, ShLav Aggarwal, JS(HFW) were also present along with
other senior officers from NCDC and the Union Health Ministry and representatives of other
stakeholders during the event.
The event was webcast at:
https://youtu.be/ug64i6MoNfE
****
MV/AL/GS
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On the occasion of World Rabies Day today, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Shri
Mansukh Mandaviya and Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and DairyingShri
ParshottamRupala unveiled the National Action Plan for dog Mediated Rabies Elimination by
2030 (NAPRE) in the presence of Dr. BharatiPravinPawar, Minister of State for Health and
Family Welfare and Shri Sanjeev Kumar Balyan, Minister of State of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying.
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Addressed the launch of the 'National Action Plan for Dog Mediated Rabies Elimination'

S.
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Through enhanced inter-ministerial coordination, emphasising One Health & building holistic
ecosystem, Govt under PM @NarendraModi ji's leadership is moving towards eradicating rabies
by 2030. pic.twitter.com/wqnlQwUjyo
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The Ministers urged all the States and UTs to make Rabies a notifiable Disease. Shri Mansukh
Mandaviya and Shri ParshottamRupala also launched “Joint Inter-Ministerial Declaration
Support Statement” for Elimination of Dog mediated Rabies from India by 2030 through One
Health Approach.
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Speaking on the timely importance of the event, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya noted, “Man is not an
isolated animal and acquire diseases from animals who are also nestled in their environment.
Outside of human purview, animals fight and amongst each other enabling viral transmission.
Only a holistic approach to health keeping in mind human-animal interaction and their broader
interaction with the environment can help alleviate such challenges.” He also observed that
environmental factors like rainfall, heat-wave can also contribute to the trajectory of the
pathogen and the disease which calls for more research and greater awareness in this area.
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Reminding everyone of the outbreak of Corona virus, he said, “Earlier people did not venture out
beyond a radius of 20-25 kms which has drastically changed with the advent of modern life. This
has facilitated an individual for overnight inter-continental travel with layovers enabling him to
come in contact with a wide range of people of various backgrounds in different countries
resulting in quick and uncontrolled transmission.”
The Union Health Minister also spoke on the human cost extracted by the disease. Drawing
from his own experience of contracting a zoonotic disease while treating an animal, he
acknowledged that most victims of the disease are those who in their most productive years of
their life. “Zoonotic diseases like Rabies claims the lives of people in their prime denying the
family of their earning member,” he stated.

Shri ParshottamRupala alerted those present of the menace of Rabies in rural life although
villagers refer to the disease as ‘Hadakwa’ unfamiliar with the English name. He said, “The mere
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mention of ‘Hadakwa’ induces terror in rural areas. Villagers will actively come forward when
they understand that Rabies translates to ‘Hadakwa’. They will actively help the government in
this noble endeavour”. He advised the senior officials present to use the more familiar term
‘Hadakwa’ in popularizing the activities to be taken up under the Plan.

m

The Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying also suggested undertaking
extensive IEC to make people aware of the difference between vaccine and medicine with
regard to Rabies; many people are confused and mistake the vaccine, a precautionary step with
medicine, a curative solution after the onset of the disease. Although each Rabies death is
preventable by vaccine, there are no medicines once the disease develops in a human.
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Echoing the consensus of greater focus on One Health approach, he also suggested the
institutionalization of an umbrella body for better co-ordination between inter-ministerial bodies
and other stakeholders.
Congratulating the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) for drafting the action plan in
consultation with the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying in a very short timespan, Dr. Pawar stated, “Rabies is 100% fatal but 100% vaccine preventable. 33% of global
rabies deaths are recorded in India.” She expressed hope that NCDC with its rich experience in
tackling zoonotic diseases like Nipah, Zika, Avian flu and surveillance of diseases like influenza,
hepatitis would play a great role in Government’s effort to boost One Health approach.
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Shri Balyan underscored the importance of One Health approach by pointing out that newer
strategies need to be designed for the health challenges of this era, with two-thirds of all present
diseases having their origin in animals. He observed, “Rabies does not fit into the domain of any
one single department having the responsibility of controlling Rabies. The disease affects both
humans and animals.”
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Shri AtulChaturvedi, Secretary, Animal Husbandry and Dairy, Prof. (Dr.) Sunil Kumar, Director
General Health Services, Dr. Praveen Malik, Animal Husbandry Commissioner, DrRoderico H.
Ofrin, WHO Representative to India, ShLav Aggarwal, JS(HFW) were also present along with
other senior officers from NCDC and the Union Health Ministry and representatives of other
stakeholders during the event.
The event was webcast at:
https://youtu.be/ug64i6MoNfE
****

MV/AL/GS
HFW/HFM WRD 2021/28th September 2021/4
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 54
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2021-11-08

MORE THAN 22000 COMPLIANCES REDUCED IN
GOVERNMENT.
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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A big exercise is being carried out by Central Ministries & States/UTs to reduce compliance
burden and the aim of this exercise is to simplify, decriminalize & remove redundant laws, said
Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution, Textiles, while speaking at the workshop on National Workshop on Reducing
Compliance Burden organised by DPIIT here today.
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Shri Goyal said that India, under PM Modi, has come a long way from red-tapism to laying the
red carpet for businesses.
The mindset has evolved from “Not able to understand complexities” to “It’s so simple to start a
business”.
He said that numerous regulatory compliances only confused the new prospects & built
hesitation in investors but today we are creating a most conducive environment for
entrepreneurs.
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The Minister said that the soft launch of the National Single Window System is an outstanding
example of Government's commitment to simply and rationalise things.
The NSWS portal hosts approvals across 18 Central Departments & 9 States and another 14
Central depts & 5 states will be added by Dec’21.

ac
k

Shri Goyal said that through a participative & consultative approach with all stakeholders we are
identifying & eliminating hurdles in a timebound manner.
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Speaking on the occasion Secretary DPIIT said that more than 22,000 compliances have been
reduced by Union Ministries, States & UTs so far under the initiative and about 13,000
compliances simplified while more than 1,200 processes have been digitized. It may be noted
that during last fee years 103 offences have been decriminalized and 327 redundant
provisions/laws removed.
Shri Goyal said that the National Workshop on Reducing Compliance Burden will showcase the
progress, achievements and notable initiatives under the exercise of Reducing Compliance
Burden to ensure Ease of Living and Ease of Doing Business.
During the workshop Ministries and States showcased iconic reforms, shared Best Practices
and highlighted impact created in continuous endeavour to reduce compliance burden and
improve quality of living for citizens.
On the occasion Shri Piyush Goyal also released the Stakeholders Booklet on Reduction of
Compliances.
The Workshop is going to promote peer learning among Ministries and States/UTs to facilitate
swift adoption of Best Practices for improved Service Delivery to citizens and businesses.
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With the intent to ensure “Minimum Government, Maximum Governance” the Government of
India embarked on an ambitious journey to reduce burdensome compliances.
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) pioneered this initiative and
closely engaged with the States/UTs and Ministries for more than two years to improve the
regulatory and governance model across the country.
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Under the aegis of 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav', an initiative of the Government of India to
celebrate and commemorate 75 years of progressive India and its achievements, DPIIT held this
National Workshop on Reducing Compliance Burden.
The workshop was chaired by Shri Piyush Goyal, and also addressed by Ministers of State for
Commerce and Industry Shri Som Parkash and Smt. Anupriya Patel.

S.
co

Some of the iconic reforms implemented by the Centre to ease compliance burden on citizens
and businesses are1) Removal of distinction between Domestic and International OSP (other service provider)
which will provide thrust to voice-based BPO and ITeS organizations in India,
2) liberalized access to geospatial data,

3) Introduction of ‘Mera Ration’ mobile app,

IA

4) Introduction of single step online Aadhaar validation process for 18 services associated with
Driving License and Registration Certificate.
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5) 46 penal provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 and 12 offences under the Limited Liability
Partnership (LLP) Act, 2008 decriminalized.
6) Through business process re-engineering, States/UTs have reduced time for granting
approvals/licenses, eliminated physical touch-points and brought transparency in inspections.
7) Single window clearances for new investors have reduced the time to start operations across
businesses.
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It was noted that many State Governments have also maintained the momentum of continued
reforms by implementing licensing reforms, computerized central random inspection system,
labour reforms, initiatives to support Medium, Small and Micro Enterprises (MSMEs) and
promote industrial development in the true spirit of cooperative federalism.
In July 2020, Cabinet Secretary had written to all Ministries to set up a dedicated team to
examine the Acts and Regulations under their purview and reduce the compliance burden for
citizens and business activities. DPIIT has been directed to act as a Nodal Department to
coordinate this exercise of reducing compliance burden on citizens and business activities.
The objective for this comprehensive exercise is to improve ease of living and ease of doing
business by simplifying, rationalizing, digitizing and decriminalizing government to business and
citizen interfaces across all Ministries and States/Union Territories. Following are the focus
areas of this exercise:1) Eliminate compliance burden across all procedures, rules, notifications, circulars, office
memorandums, etc. which merely add to time and cost without achieving any tangible
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improvement in governance.
2) Repeal/amend/subsume redundant laws.
3) Decriminalize laws pertaining to technical and minor non-compliance issues to eliminate
constant fear of being prosecuted for trivial defaults, while retaining strict criminal enforcement
for serious fraudulent offences that jeopardize and prejudice public interest.
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In July-August 2020, DPIIT shared the template of Action Plan to reduce compliance burden
with all Ministries and States/UTs. Each Department and State/UT appointed a nodal officer for
coordinating the exercise for reduction of compliance burden.
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So far, through a simple, transparent, and time-bound exercise various government agencies
have reduced more than 22,000 compliances across Ministries and States/UTs.
As part of the exercise on reducing compliance burden, Ministries and States/ UTs implemented
various initiatives that impact specific segments of citizens and businesses. Some of the iconic
Initiatives of different departments are 1) Department of Telecommunications:

IA

- Distinction between Domestic and International OSP (other service provider) removed,
allowing Indian Telecom Service Providers serving foreign counterparts to register as an OSP.
Allowed sharing of EPABX and PSTN lines by domestic and international centers. This provides
massive growth thrust to BPO, BPM and ITeS organizations providing voice-based services in
India
2) Department of Science and Technology:
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- Private, public entities and research institutes now allowed to collect, process, store, publish
and share geospatial data and services including maps enabling an Indian firm offer world class
geo spatial service such as Google maps. Liberalized access to geospatial data helps
stakeholders plan better for infrastructure projects, protection from natural calamities and
enables environment protection. Reduced reliance on foreign resources and technology for geo
spatial mapping
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3) Department of Food and Public Distribution:
- Migrant beneficiaries empowered to get their entitled quota of food grains from any electronic
point of sale (e-PoS) enabled fair price shops across the country. ‘Mera Ration’ mobile app
introduced to help users identify nearest fair price shop, check entitlement details and recent
transactions. Ration cards made portable minimizing compliance pain of migrant beneficiaries in
availing their food grain quota. Facility covers more than 75 Crore beneficiaries under National
Food Security Act (NFSA) covering almost 94.3% of NFSA population
4) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways:
- Single step online Aadhaar validation process introduced for 18 services associated with
Driving License (DL), Registration Certificate (RC), Transfer of Ownership, International Driving
Permit, Hire-Purchase, etc., eliminating the need for citizens to visit the Road Transport Offices
(RTO) leading to hassle free services at the doorstep of citizens
- Registration Certificate now issued at dealer location itself. Vehicle registration can be done
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anywhere in the state (Maharashtra, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal)
vis-a-vis earlier process wherein it could be done only at respective RTO
5) Ministry of Education-

6) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises:

m

- Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) user interface developed to enable
learners and teachers across the country to access curricula of NCERT, CBSE and SCERTs
online. 1.85 lakh pieces of e-content on-boarded and high traffic on portal (~2,400 crore hits
since lockdown) showcases its increased usage. Training of teachers has been enabled online
on DIKSHA with about 25 lakh teachers benefitting from it.
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- Samadhaan portal launched empowering MSMEs across the country to register and track
grievances related to delayed payment and settlement of disputes. CHAMPIONS portal
launched by the Prime Minister for speedy redressal of grievances of MSMEs. Over 37,000
grievances redressed (by Aug’21) with a reply rate of more than 99%.
- Sampark portal launched to help connect jobseekers (passed out trainees/ students of MSME
Technology Centers) to recruiters. 4.73+ lakh jobseekers and more than 6,200 recruiters are
registered on the portal till date
8) Department of Consumer Affairs:
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- BIS Care app launched empowering consumers to check authenticity of ISI marked and
hallmarked products. Citizens can also lodge complaints against fraudulent products using the
App.
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A big exercise is being carried out by Central Ministries & States/UTs to reduce compliance
burden and the aim of this exercise is to simplify, decriminalize & remove redundant laws, said
Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution, Textiles, while speaking at the workshop on National Workshop on Reducing
Compliance Burden organised by DPIIT here today.
Shri Goyal said that India, under PM Modi, has come a long way from red-tapism to laying the
red carpet for businesses.
The mindset has evolved from “Not able to understand complexities” to “It’s so simple to start a
business”.
He said that numerous regulatory compliances only confused the new prospects & built
hesitation in investors but today we are creating a most conducive environment for
entrepreneurs.
The Minister said that the soft launch of the National Single Window System is an outstanding
example of Government's commitment to simply and rationalise things.
The NSWS portal hosts approvals across 18 Central Departments & 9 States and another 14
Central depts & 5 states will be added by Dec’21.
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Shri Goyal said that through a participative & consultative approach with all stakeholders we are
identifying & eliminating hurdles in a timebound manner.
Speaking on the occasion Secretary DPIIT said that more than 22,000 compliances have been
reduced by Union Ministries, States & UTs so far under the initiative and about 13,000
compliances simplified while more than 1,200 processes have been digitized. It may be noted
that during last fee years 103 offences have been decriminalized and 327 redundant
provisions/laws removed.
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Shri Goyal said that the National Workshop on Reducing Compliance Burden will showcase the
progress, achievements and notable initiatives under the exercise of Reducing Compliance
Burden to ensure Ease of Living and Ease of Doing Business.
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During the workshop Ministries and States showcased iconic reforms, shared Best Practices
and highlighted impact created in continuous endeavour to reduce compliance burden and
improve quality of living for citizens.
On the occasion Shri Piyush Goyal also released the Stakeholders Booklet on Reduction of
Compliances.
The Workshop is going to promote peer learning among Ministries and States/UTs to facilitate
swift adoption of Best Practices for improved Service Delivery to citizens and businesses.
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With the intent to ensure “Minimum Government, Maximum Governance” the Government of
India embarked on an ambitious journey to reduce burdensome compliances.
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Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) pioneered this initiative and
closely engaged with the States/UTs and Ministries for more than two years to improve the
regulatory and governance model across the country.
Under the aegis of 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav', an initiative of the Government of India to
celebrate and commemorate 75 years of progressive India and its achievements, DPIIT held this
National Workshop on Reducing Compliance Burden.
The workshop was chaired by Shri Piyush Goyal, and also addressed by Ministers of State for
Commerce and Industry Shri Som Parkash and Smt. Anupriya Patel.
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Some of the iconic reforms implemented by the Centre to ease compliance burden on citizens
and businesses are1) Removal of distinction between Domestic and International OSP (other service provider)
which will provide thrust to voice-based BPO and ITeS organizations in India,
2) liberalized access to geospatial data,
3) Introduction of ‘Mera Ration’ mobile app,
4) Introduction of single step online Aadhaar validation process for 18 services associated with
Driving License and Registration Certificate.
5) 46 penal provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 and 12 offences under the Limited Liability
Partnership (LLP) Act, 2008 decriminalized.
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6) Through business process re-engineering, States/UTs have reduced time for granting
approvals/licenses, eliminated physical touch-points and brought transparency in inspections.
7) Single window clearances for new investors have reduced the time to start operations across
businesses.

m

It was noted that many State Governments have also maintained the momentum of continued
reforms by implementing licensing reforms, computerized central random inspection system,
labour reforms, initiatives to support Medium, Small and Micro Enterprises (MSMEs) and
promote industrial development in the true spirit of cooperative federalism.
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In July 2020, Cabinet Secretary had written to all Ministries to set up a dedicated team to
examine the Acts and Regulations under their purview and reduce the compliance burden for
citizens and business activities. DPIIT has been directed to act as a Nodal Department to
coordinate this exercise of reducing compliance burden on citizens and business activities.
The objective for this comprehensive exercise is to improve ease of living and ease of doing
business by simplifying, rationalizing, digitizing and decriminalizing government to business and
citizen interfaces across all Ministries and States/Union Territories. Following are the focus
areas of this exercise:-
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1) Eliminate compliance burden across all procedures, rules, notifications, circulars, office
memorandums, etc. which merely add to time and cost without achieving any tangible
improvement in governance.
2) Repeal/amend/subsume redundant laws.
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3) Decriminalize laws pertaining to technical and minor non-compliance issues to eliminate
constant fear of being prosecuted for trivial defaults, while retaining strict criminal enforcement
for serious fraudulent offences that jeopardize and prejudice public interest.
In July-August 2020, DPIIT shared the template of Action Plan to reduce compliance burden
with all Ministries and States/UTs. Each Department and State/UT appointed a nodal officer for
coordinating the exercise for reduction of compliance burden.
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So far, through a simple, transparent, and time-bound exercise various government agencies
have reduced more than 22,000 compliances across Ministries and States/UTs.
As part of the exercise on reducing compliance burden, Ministries and States/ UTs implemented
various initiatives that impact specific segments of citizens and businesses. Some of the iconic
Initiatives of different departments are 1) Department of Telecommunications:
- Distinction between Domestic and International OSP (other service provider) removed,
allowing Indian Telecom Service Providers serving foreign counterparts to register as an OSP.
Allowed sharing of EPABX and PSTN lines by domestic and international centers. This provides
massive growth thrust to BPO, BPM and ITeS organizations providing voice-based services in
India
2) Department of Science and Technology:
- Private, public entities and research institutes now allowed to collect, process, store, publish
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and share geospatial data and services including maps enabling an Indian firm offer world class
geo spatial service such as Google maps. Liberalized access to geospatial data helps
stakeholders plan better for infrastructure projects, protection from natural calamities and
enables environment protection. Reduced reliance on foreign resources and technology for geo
spatial mapping
3) Department of Food and Public Distribution:
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- Migrant beneficiaries empowered to get their entitled quota of food grains from any electronic
point of sale (e-PoS) enabled fair price shops across the country. ‘Mera Ration’ mobile app
introduced to help users identify nearest fair price shop, check entitlement details and recent
transactions. Ration cards made portable minimizing compliance pain of migrant beneficiaries in
availing their food grain quota. Facility covers more than 75 Crore beneficiaries under National
Food Security Act (NFSA) covering almost 94.3% of NFSA population
4) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways:

- Single step online Aadhaar validation process introduced for 18 services associated with
Driving License (DL), Registration Certificate (RC), Transfer of Ownership, International Driving
Permit, Hire-Purchase, etc., eliminating the need for citizens to visit the Road Transport Offices
(RTO) leading to hassle free services at the doorstep of citizens

5) Ministry of Education-

IA

- Registration Certificate now issued at dealer location itself. Vehicle registration can be done
anywhere in the state (Maharashtra, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal)
vis-a-vis earlier process wherein it could be done only at respective RTO
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- Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) user interface developed to enable
learners and teachers across the country to access curricula of NCERT, CBSE and SCERTs
online. 1.85 lakh pieces of e-content on-boarded and high traffic on portal (~2,400 crore hits
since lockdown) showcases its increased usage. Training of teachers has been enabled online
on DIKSHA with about 25 lakh teachers benefitting from it.
6) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises:

cr

- Samadhaan portal launched empowering MSMEs across the country to register and track
grievances related to delayed payment and settlement of disputes. CHAMPIONS portal
launched by the Prime Minister for speedy redressal of grievances of MSMEs. Over 37,000
grievances redressed (by Aug’21) with a reply rate of more than 99%.
- Sampark portal launched to help connect jobseekers (passed out trainees/ students of MSME
Technology Centers) to recruiters. 4.73+ lakh jobseekers and more than 6,200 recruiters are
registered on the portal till date
8) Department of Consumer Affairs:
- BIS Care app launched empowering consumers to check authenticity of ISI marked and
hallmarked products. Citizens can also lodge complaints against fraudulent products using the
App.
***
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GOVERNMENT INCREASES THE INCOME LIMIT OF
DISABLED DEPENDENTS FOR FAMILY PENSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Key Highlights:
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Ministry of Defence, Government of India has taken a decision to enhance the income criteria for
grant of family pension to children/siblings suffering from mental or physical disability.
Accordingly, such child/sibling shall be eligible for family pension for life, if his/her overall income
from sources other than family pension remains less than the entitled family pension at ordinary
rate i.e 30% of the last pay drawn by the deceased government servant/pensioner concerned
plus the dearness relief admissible thereon.
The financial benefit in such cases shall accrue with effect from 08.02.2021. Presently, the
disabled child/sibling is eligible for family pension if overall monthly income of disabled
child/sibling from sources other than family pension is not more than Rs. 9,000/- along with
dearness relief thereon.

ABB/ADA

ac
k

Key Highlights:

IA

****

cr

Ministry of Defence, Government of India has taken a decision to enhance the income criteria for
grant of family pension to children/siblings suffering from mental or physical disability.
Accordingly, such child/sibling shall be eligible for family pension for life, if his/her overall income
from sources other than family pension remains less than the entitled family pension at ordinary
rate i.e 30% of the last pay drawn by the deceased government servant/pensioner concerned
plus the dearness relief admissible thereon.
The financial benefit in such cases shall accrue with effect from 08.02.2021. Presently, the
disabled child/sibling is eligible for family pension if overall monthly income of disabled
child/sibling from sources other than family pension is not more than Rs. 9,000/- along with
dearness relief thereon.
****
ABB/ADA
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 63
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2021-11-08

COUNTRY’S FIRST PAN-INDIA HELPLINE FOR SENIOR
CITIZENS: ELDER LINE (TOLL FREE NO- 14567)
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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India is expected to have nearly 20% elderly population i.e. over 300 million senior citizens by
2050. It is significant; as many countries have a population less than this number. This age
group faces various mental, emotional, financial, legal and physical challenges, and the
pandemic has further exacerbated it. What is more important to understand is that, this age
group is a basket of wisdom and untapped resource for the overall economic and social growth
of the country.
Taking cognisance of the growing need to support the elderlies in the country, the Government
of India has taken a monumental step towards addressing the challenges and problems they
face, through country’s first Pan-India toll-free helpline – 14567 -- called ‘Elder Line’, which
provides free information and guidance on pension issues, legal issues, extends emotional
support, and even intervenes on field in cases of abuse, and rescues homeless elderly.
The intent of ‘Elder Line’ is to provide all senior citizens, or their well-wishers, with ONE platform
across the country to connect and share their concerns, get information and guidance on
problems that they face on a day-to-day basis, without having to struggle for it.
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One of the callers, for instance, was looking for a hospital for his mother-in law with Parkinson
and was bed ridden with health issues. She got Covid positive and had to be shifted to a Covid
ward in the ICU. After a few days, the hospital insisted that she be taken back home even
though she was positive. Unable to understand this, the caller reached out to Elder Line for
guidance. The Elder Line team immediately connected with a private chain of hotels and found
one such facility where she could be shifted temporarily.
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Elder Line is a culmination of the initiative of Tata Trusts, India’s oldest philanthropy, took
through its partner, Vijayavahini Charitable Foundation, in 2017, in collaboration with the
Government of Telangana in Hyderabad, to help the elderlies in the city. Tata Trusts has been
and continues to be engaged in strategic philanthropy, to create impact that is deep, wide and
irreversible in millions of lives in the communities that we serve, distinguished by our scale and
depth of interventions on issues of national significance.
Today, Tata Trusts and NSE Foundation, as technical partners, are jointly supporting the
Ministry in operationalizing Elder Line. Till date, 17 states have already opened the Elder line for
their respective geographies and others are in the pipeline to be opened. In the last 4 months
alone, over 2 lakh calls have been received, and over 30,000 seniors have already been
serviced. Of these, nearly 40% calls were related to guidance required in the vaccine and
queries related to it and nearly 23% of calls were related to pension.
In another situation, there was a caller whose pension was not being received and he sought
support from the Elder Line team. The team contacted the respective pension officer and
followed through with verifying all the d Line facility managed by the State and GOI. With this
background, the pension was immediately transferred into the account of the senior citizen.
With Elder Line coming in, millions can report such incidents and seek support for senior citizens
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– this is what makes ‘Elder Line: 14567’ a truly remarkable service for now and the times to
come.
**********
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NO QUOTA WITHOUT QUANTIFIABLE DATA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Madras High Court’s recent verdict of quashing the 10.5% special reservation for
Vanniyakula Kshatriyas within the overall 20% quota for Most Backward Classes (MBC) and
Denotified Communities (DNC) has again highlighted the importance of quantifiable data as a
prerequisite for reservation in education and employment.
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Adopted on the last day of the previous State Assembly in February when the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) was in power, the special quota law, which envisaged
10.5% special reservation for the Vanniyakula Kshatriyas comprising seven sub-castes; 7% for
25 MBCs and 68 DNCs; and 2.5% for 22 MBCs, triggered controversy from the word go.
Expectedly, the legislation was challenged before the High Court, which held it unconstitutional
for a host of reasons. Even though the Court described the submission that the law was enacted
only on the basis of “adequate authenticated data on population” of the MBCs and DNCs
enumerated by the second Backward Classes (BC) Commission as the “main thrust” of
arguments of Tamil Nadu’s Advocate General, it concluded that “there is no data, much less
quantifiable data, available with the State government before the introduction” of the law.
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It is a fact that no exhaustive study has been done to collect quantifiable data on the
representation of different communities in education and employment since the second BC
Commission, popularly known after its chairman, J.A. Ambasankar, carried out one during its
existence (1982-1985). Even the State BC Commission, in its report of July 2011 to the State
government in justification of 69% reservation for BC, MBC/DNCs and Scheduled Castes
(SC)/Scheduled Tribes (ST) under the 1994 Act, did not give any community-wise break up of
representation in government services. It furnished only the numbers of candidates belonging to
the BCs and MBC/DNCs, who were chosen for the State Services and Subordinate Services
during 2005-09, quoting the data furnished by the Tamil Nadu Public Services Commission,
apart from those from SC/ST and Other Backward Classes selected by the Railway Recruitment
Board, Chennai. Even though the mandate given to the BC panel was to come out with its
defence of the 69% quota, the Commission could have provided the community-wise break up
of recruitments made by the State government.
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At least, now, with the High Court pointing to the absence of data as a reason to annul the
10.5% quota law, the State government should commission a study to compile the data on the
way the benefits of reservation got distributed among BCs, MBCs and the DNCs. The study can
be carried out either by the present BC Commission or by an exclusive panel, as decided by the
previous AIADMK government in December 2020. When the existing BC Commission was set
up in July 2020, one of the terms of reference was to examine the demand for internal
reservation within the reservation provided for MBCs and make a recommendation on the
matter. As made clear by the Court, the quantifiable data are required for providing any form of
quota in favour of any community because the Constitutional stipulation of adequate
representation in the services has to be met along with that of social and educational
backwardness for any community to become eligible for reservation in employment.
The need for internal reservation has been felt for more than one reason. Even in the 1970s and
1980s, two BC Commissions found certain sections of the communities more backward than
others. The situation has got compounded in the absence of application of the creamy layer rule
in reservation, a concept that is being opposed by political parties including the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam and the AIADMK. Ironically, the first BC Commission (1969-70), headed by
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A.N. Sattanathan, talked of having a device for “skimming off periodically” top layers of the
communities. The Ambasankar Commission advocated compartmental reservation, by grouping
the BCs on the basis of backwardness. It went to the extent of saying that the words, “any
backward class of citizens” in Article 16(4) of the Constitution “contemplates [sic] a plurality of
backward classes and consequent separate reservation for these classes.”
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The concept of quota within quota is nothing new to Tamil Nadu. In March 1989, a new category
— Most Backward Classes and De-notified Communities — was carved out of the BCs and
given 20% exclusively from the then quantum of 50%. In September 2007, Muslims in the BCs
were provided with 3.5% and in January 2009, 3% for Arunthathiyars out of 18% quota for the
SCs.
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The country’s existing laws are inadequate in dealing with climate change; India’s situation is
also unique
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A VITAL COG IN BONGAIGAON’S RESPONSE TO
MALNUTRITION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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‘Let food be thy medicine and medicine be thy food’. This statement is often attributed to
Hippocrates, the Father of Medicine, and quite literally sums up Project Sampoorna which was
conceptualised and successfully implemented in Bongaigaon district of Assam.
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The project has resulted in the reduction of malnutrition in children using near zero economic
investment. Sampoorna is in tandem with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals
and those set by the UN Secretary General António Guterres in the Food Systems Summit
(September 2021) including the need to have food systems and social protection that support
resilience and food security. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also had identified health and
nutrition as priority areas and reiterated the need for a ‘Kuposhan mukt Bharat’ (Malnutrition
Free India) while launching the Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment
(POSHAN Abhiyaan) (National Nutrition Mission) in 2017-18.
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It was during Poshan Maah (Nutrition Month) in September 2020 that 2,416 children were
identified to be malnourished in the lush green Brahmaputra valley district of Bongaigaon. The
National Family Health Survey (NHFS)-5) has documented that the number of children under
five who are stunted, wasted, underweight and the number of anaemic women and children in
the district are higher than the national average — anaemia being a major determinant of
maternal and child health.
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These were corroborated by Project Saubhagya that was designed to reduce the maternal
mortality rate and infant mortality rate of the district. A real time data sheet is updated by fieldlevel doctors as and when a high risk pregnancy is identified, which is then followed up till safe
delivery. The project has yielded encouraging results; maternal deaths for six months (April 1,
2020 to September 30, 2020 compared to April 1, 2021 to September 30, 2021) have fallen from
16 to three and infant deaths from 130 to 63.
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The highest risk factor for high risk pregnancy is anaemia which is usually nutritional. The
vicious cycle of a malnourished child growing into an unhealthy adolescent, and then further into
an anaemic pregnant young woman giving birth to an asphyxiated low birth weight baby; this
baby then facing possible developmental delays, only to grow into a malnourished child; and this
child who struggles further for nutrition and appropriate care while the world around her barely
makes ends meet is the one that sucks in all possibilities of a healthy society.
This portrays the worst-case scenarios, but truth is indeed stranger than fiction. In order to break
out of this vicious cycle, the low-hanging fruit had to be targeted — children’s nutrition.
Bongaigaon has 1,116 Anganwadis with a total of 63,041 children below five. The massive
exercise of plotting their weights and heights in World Health Organization growth charts
revealed a total of 2,416 malnourished children; 246 cases of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)
and 2,170 instances of Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM).
District Nutritional Rehabilitation Centres, or NRCs, usually have up to 20 beds; and a monthly
intake of 200 SAM children is not practical. Also, parents of the children who are admitted forgo
their daily wages (which to an extent is compensated by the Government) and abandon their
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farmlands for 10 days. Back home, siblings of the SAM child are not taken care of and may
become malnourished. The treated child could also slip back to a SAM state after being
discharged and if not cared for.
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We needed to innovate now. Based on the success of the community-based COVID-19
management model (Project Mili Juli), we launched Project Sampoorna targeting the mothers of
SAM/MAM children, the tagline being ‘Empowered Mothers, Healthy Children’. In addition, we
identified the mother of a healthy child of the same Anganwadi Centre (AWC) and paired her
with the target mother; they would be ‘Buddy Mothers’ (2,416 pairs). They were usually
neighbours and shared similar socio-economic backgrounds. The pairs were given diet charts to
indicate the daily food intake of their children; they would have discussions about this on all
Tuesdays at the AWC. Local practices related to nutrition would also be discussed.
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The major hindrance to the project was patriarchy. Mothers had to be empowered financially for
sustained results. Therefore, they were enrolled in Self Help Groups (SHGs) under the National
Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM). By the end of three months, 74.3% of mothers were enrolled
in SHGs; by the end of six months, enrollment went up to 75.6% and by the end of a year, it was
90%. Meanwhile, we arranged for 100 millilitres of milk and an egg on alternate days for all
2,416 children for the first three months, giving time for their mothers to stabilise themselves in
the newly found jobs. The large hearted people of Bongaigaon adopted Anganwadis and filled
the tiny stomachs with the much needed proteins and their hearts with love.
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After three months of Project Sampoorna, out of 246 SAM children, 27 (11%) continued to be
SAM, 28 (11.4%) improved to MAM and a whooping 189 (76.8%) became normal. Out of 2,170
MAM children, 12 (0.6%) deteriorated to SAM, 132 (6.08%) stayed MAM and an unbelievable
2,015 (92.8%) became normal. The best was yet to come. Milk and eggs were stopped after
three months but we continued to follow up to see how our Buddy Mothers Model and Women
Empowerment Model were working. Mothers had done what institutions could not do for years.
By March 2021, 84.96% of SAM children and 97.3% MAM children were normal; and by
September 2021, 92.3% SAM and 98.9% MAM children were normal. Project Sampoorna had
stood the test of time. Children who had not improved were checked and treated by doctors
under the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK). UNICEF, IIT Guwahati, Tezpur University
and the Social Welfare Department lent their support in periodic course correction.
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Project Sampoorna had prevented at least 1,200 children from becoming malnourished over the
last year. The National Nutrition Mission and the State government recognised our project in the
‘Innovation Category’. The Chief Minister of Assam, Himanta Biswa Sharma, has written an
encouraging message for the project report which will be released soon. The model can easily
be implemented anywhere in the world. We believe children everywhere have the right to stay
healthy, and hope that the vicious cycle is broken sooner rather than later.
Dr. M.S. Lakshmi Priya, District Collector, Bongaigaon district, Assam, is a medical doctor
turned IAS officer (2014 batch), from Kerala. The views expressed are personal. E-mail:
drlakshmipriya1@gmail.com
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NEEDLESS ROW: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
AMENDMENT TO RAJASTHAN MARRIAGE LAW
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The controversy over the recent amendment to the Rajasthan Compulsory Registration of
Marriages Act is unnecessary, as it clearly does not amount to validating or legitimising child
marriage. However, the issue made by the Opposition and the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights may occasion a reconsideration of the legal framework dealing with
child marriages that continue to take place despite a statutory prohibition. The Rajasthan law
enacted in 2009 provided for compulsory registration of all marriages. It is largely similar to the
enactments in other States, and is based on the Supreme Court’s verdict in Seema vs Ashwani
Kumar (2007), which directed that all marriages in India should be registered. The original law
itself did not exclude registration of child marriages, and all that the amendment does is to
change the age at which the obligation to register shifts from the parents or guardians to the
parties to the marriage. Earlier, it was the duty of the parties to the marriage to submit a
memorandum on their marriage to the registrar if they were both above 21 years; and if younger,
it was the duty of the parents or guardians. The amendment changes this age limit to 21 for men
and 18 for women. It is difficult to see this change authorising the bride herself to participate in
the marriage registration after the age of 18, as one that permits child marriage.
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Under the law, child marriages are not void, but only voidable at the instance of one of the
parties, who may approach the court for nullifying the marriage within two years of attaining
majority. Registering such a marriage may help establish the legal rights of the underage party
and those of any children born and deter any attempt to deny the marriage later. It may even
help prosecution of those solemnising child marriages and implement provisions relating to
maintenance and residence of the girl whose marriage is invalidated later. Nothing prevents the
marriage registrar from alerting the child marriage prohibition officer after registering the
marriage. One must note that there was never any specific prohibition on registering child
marriages. Even the Supreme Court observed that even though registration itself could not be
proof of a valid marriage as such, it would have “great evidentiary value in the matters of
custody of children, right of children born from the wedlock of the two persons whose marriage is
registered and the age of parties to the marriage”. As a fallout of this controversy, Parliament
ought to consider the Law Commission’s recommendation to amend the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006, to make child marriages below 16 years void, and those solemnised when
either party was between 16 and 18, voidable.
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INDIA NEEDS TO SIGN UP FOR LIFE-COURSE
IMMUNISATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Before the COVID-19 pandemic, most people linked and associated vaccination with children
only. The fact is that vaccines — ever since the first vaccine against smallpox became available
in 1798 — had always been for a far wider age group, including for adults. However, soon after
smallpox eradication and the launch of the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) across
the world in the 1970s — and in India in 1978 — there were concerted efforts to increase
vaccine use and coverage in children. Scientifically, the benefit of most vaccines are greater if
administered earlier in life — infancy and childhood — a reason children are usually prioritised
and vaccines recommended for every child. For the remaining age groups including adults,
vaccines are recommended for specific sub-groups such as older people or those with specific
health conditions.
The COVID-19 vaccines are exceptions in some sense. These are the first vaccines which have
been recommended for all adults, who have been given priority over children. In fact, the jury is
still out on whether, which age sub-group and when children should receive COVID-19 vaccines.
96 countries have agreed to mutual acceptance of COVID vaccination certificates with India,
says Mandaviya
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The importance of vaccines, which are considered to be among the most cost-effective public
health interventions, has been recognised globally. Yet, the full benefits of vaccines do not reach
all children and other age groups. There are wide inequities in vaccine coverage in children by
geography, gender, parent’s education and family’s socio-economic status, and other stratifiers.
The coverage of most available vaccines in adults in India is sub-optimal. The COVID-19
vaccination drive is an opportunity to take stock of the status of adult immunisation and the
future ahead.
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Following the outbreaks of Japanese Encephalitis (JE) in 2005-06 — in the years that followed
— India had conducted mass scale JE vaccination in the endemic districts, which included the
adult age group. Then, there had been a limited use of Swine Flu vaccines for health workers
during the H1N1 (2009) pandemic in 2009-10. Other than that, there has been limited focus on
the systematic efforts for adult vaccination in India. The first and only national vaccine policy of
India, released in 2011, had no mention of adult vaccination. The National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation (NTAGI) in India, on a few occasions, discussed adult immunisation but
stayed away from any recommendation for the general population except for the vaccination of
health workers as high-risk groups, for hepatitis B vaccine, etc.
Outside the Government, professional groups such as the Association of Physicians of India and
the Indian Society of Nephrology have released guidelines on adult vaccination; however, as
these are voluntary and the private sector share in vaccination in India is very small,
understandably, the impact remains unknown and is likely to be low.
U.K. includes Covaxin to its list of vaccines
There is very limited data on the burden of vaccine preventable diseases (VPDs) in adult age
groups — in most settings including India. Lately, review of available data has pointed that the
increased childhood vaccination coverage has resulted in proportionately higher cases of VPDs
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in the older age groups. It is known that the burden of VPDs in adults (in comparison to children)
is relatively low; the larger adult population renders a greater social impact in terms of
absenteeism from work (due to illnesses) and the associated costs of health care seeking and
hospitalisation.
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There is emerging scientific evidence on waning immunity and the need of booster doses in the
adult age group for the vaccines administered in childhood. The vaccines which have become
available in the last two decades (which adults had not received as children), have potential to
be beneficial. As an example, there are more deaths due to pneumonia in adults than in
children. A proportion of those illnesses, hospitalisations and deaths — in all age groups — can
be prevented by increasing coverage of currently licensed vaccines which prevents pneumonia
and related complications. Fortunately, these vaccines have become part of childhood
vaccination programmes; however, the coverage and benefits need to be expanded to the
identified high-risk adult population. The available evidence has resulted in the global
stakeholders agreeing to ‘the Immunization Agenda 2030’ (https://bit.ly/3qlKnH1) which has
emphasised that countries should consider extending the benefit of vaccines to all age groups.
The COVID-19 vaccination drive has drawn our attention to the possibilities of adult vaccination,
which should be used effectively.
Explained | Why are U.S. COVID-19 vaccines still out of reach in India?
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The initiatives should be taken to educate public, health-care providers and members of
professional associations about currently available vaccines for adult age groups. This can help
people to make an informed choice and healthcare providers to share information with citizens.
Various training programmes and graduate and postgraduate teaching curricula should be
revised to have content on adult vaccination.
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The current discourse should be used to plan and develop a national adult vaccination strategy
and road map for India. It can be done through a few coordinated efforts.
First, the mandate of NTAGI needs to be expanded to adult vaccination. NTAGI may start with a
review of available scientific evidence and providing recommendations on adult vaccination in
India. These recommendations can be regularly revisited and revised once additional data
become available. A NTAGI sub-group on adult vaccination can also be constituted to facilitate
the process.
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Second, the VPD surveillance system and the capacity to record, report and analyse data on the
disease burden and immunisation coverage need to be strengthened. The focus has to be on
analysing immunisation coverage and VPD surveillance data by age and other related stratifiers.
Doctors warn of fresh COVID-19 outbreak if people opt not to get vaccinated
Third, the capacity of research and academic institutions to conduct operational research
including the cost benefit analysis and to guide evidence-informed decisions needs to be
boosted. Such analysis and evidence can be used by NTAGI in decision making processes.
Fourth, the process for developing and drafting a road map, possibly India’s national adult
vaccination policy and strategy should be initiated. Any such policy should factor-in the learnings
and lessons from the ongoing COVID-19 vaccination drive as well. In fact, policy questions in
need of the answers should be identified now, and the process to generate evidence started.
Otherwise, we may be at risk of asking policy questions 10 years down the line which can be
answered in a few years from now.
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Fifth, on a more operational level, the shortage of life-saving rabies vaccine in India in 2019 is a
reminder of the risk and vulnerability in vaccine supply. To ensure vaccine security and be future
ready for adult vaccination, the existing public sector vaccine manufacturing units in India should
be revived and more need to be set up.
The vaccination milestone and a distant goal
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The childhood vaccination programme is amongst the best performing government health
programmes in India. In COVID-19 vaccination, it was the government facilities which have
delivered 93%- 95% of total vaccine shots. The COVID-19 vaccination is a reminder that the
benefits of already licensed vaccines are yet to reach the adult population. It is an opportunity for
health policy makers in India to institutionalise mechanisms to examine the need, take policy
decisions on adult vaccination and empower adult citizens to make informed choices on whether
they wish to get currently available vaccines. It is time to plan for and expand the benefits of
vaccines, for all age groups as part of the Universal Immunization Programme Plus in India.
Drafting and developing a national adult vaccination policy and strategy for India could be one
such concrete step in this direction.
Chandrakant Lahariya, a physician-epidemiologist, is a vaccines and health systems specialist.
His forthcoming book is The Lighthouse of Peeragarhi: What We Need To Prevent Diseases
And Protect Health
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Project Sampoorna’s success in reducing child malnutrition is a model that can be easily
implemented anywhere
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75 NUTRITION SMART VILLAGES WILL STRENGTHEN
INDIA’S CAMPAIGN AGAINST MALNUTRITION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues
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As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, to commemorate the 75th year of Independence of India a
programme on “Nutrition Smart Village” will be initiated to strengthen the Poshan Abhiyan. This
new initiative aims to reach out to 75 villages across India through the network of All India
Coordinated Research Project on Women in Agriculture (AICRP-WIA) which is in operation at 13
centres in 12 States of India besides the coordinating institute located at Bhubaneswar said
Union Agriculture Minister Shri Narendra Singh Tomar while addressing an event organized by
Indian Council of Agriculture Research today in New Delhi.
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The initiative has been undertaken in line with the Prime Minister's call to all the academicians,
agricultural scientists and all the institutions to adopt and transform 75 villages. Under the
initiative, A total of 75 villages will be adopted by AICRP centres and ICAR-CIWA, for which the
AICRP centres will adopt 5 villages each with the remaining to be adopted by ICAR-CIWA with
an aim to develop 75 Nutri-Smart villages.
The objectives of the initiative are promoting nutritional awareness, education and behavioural
change in rural areas involving farm women and school children, harnessing traditional
knowledge through the local recipe to overcome malnutrition and implementing nutritionsensitive agriculture through homestead agriculture and Nutri-garden.
To achieve the goal of Malnutrition free villages, intensive awareness campaigns and field
activities will be undertaken for focusing on the concept of Nutri-village / Nutri-food / Nutri-diet/
Nutri-thali etc. for strengthening the Poshan Abhiyan. Awareness among the women farmers will
also be created about their legal rights in all walks of life. The products/tools/technologies
developed by AICRP centres will be evaluated through multi-location trials.
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During the event, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar released 3 publications. The publications are
‘Technology profile of food products’, ‘Work participation and women in agriculture in India’ and
‘Gender Sensitive Agri-Horti Cropping System Model for addressing livelihood nutrition and
entrepreneurship’.
Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Shri Kailash Choudhary and Ms.
Shobha Karandlaje, Secretary, Agriculture, Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, DARE, Dr. Trilochan
Mohapatra also addressed the event.
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As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, to commemorate the 75th year of Independence of India a
programme on “Nutrition Smart Village” will be initiated to strengthen the Poshan Abhiyan. This
new initiative aims to reach out to 75 villages across India through the network of All India
Coordinated Research Project on Women in Agriculture (AICRP-WIA) which is in operation at 13
centres in 12 States of India besides the coordinating institute located at Bhubaneswar said
Union Agriculture Minister Shri Narendra Singh Tomar while addressing an event organized by
Indian Council of Agriculture Research today in New Delhi.
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The initiative has been undertaken in line with the Prime Minister's call to all the academicians,
agricultural scientists and all the institutions to adopt and transform 75 villages. Under the
initiative, A total of 75 villages will be adopted by AICRP centres and ICAR-CIWA, for which the
AICRP centres will adopt 5 villages each with the remaining to be adopted by ICAR-CIWA with
an aim to develop 75 Nutri-Smart villages.
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The objectives of the initiative are promoting nutritional awareness, education and behavioural
change in rural areas involving farm women and school children, harnessing traditional
knowledge through the local recipe to overcome malnutrition and implementing nutritionsensitive agriculture through homestead agriculture and Nutri-garden.
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To achieve the goal of Malnutrition free villages, intensive awareness campaigns and field
activities will be undertaken for focusing on the concept of Nutri-village / Nutri-food / Nutri-diet/
Nutri-thali etc. for strengthening the Poshan Abhiyan. Awareness among the women farmers will
also be created about their legal rights in all walks of life. The products/tools/technologies
developed by AICRP centres will be evaluated through multi-location trials.
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During the event, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar released 3 publications. The publications are
‘Technology profile of food products’, ‘Work participation and women in agriculture in India’ and
‘Gender Sensitive Agri-Horti Cropping System Model for addressing livelihood nutrition and
entrepreneurship’.
Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Shri Kailash Choudhary and Ms.
Shobha Karandlaje, Secretary, Agriculture, Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, DARE, Dr. Trilochan
Mohapatra also addressed the event.
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DR. MANSUKH MANDAVIYA DISCUSSES
STRENGTHENING OF PRIME MINISTER’S ‘HAR GHAR
DASTAK’ CAMPAIGN WITH STATE HEALTH MINISTERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

“Lets us ensure collectively through collaborative and multi-stakeholder efforts that no eligible
citizen is left without the ‘Suraksha Kawachh’ of COVID 19 vaccine in the country. Let us reach
each corner and household across the country and motivate people to take both the doses
under Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji’s Har Ghar Dastak campaign”. This was stated by
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare today as he interacted
with Health Ministers of States/UTs, in the presence of Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar, Union Minister
of State for Health and Family Welfare. The meeting also reviewed the public health measures
for containment and management of COVID19 in the States and UTs.
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Health Ministers of States/UTs Ms. Veena George (Kerala), Dr. Dhan Singh Rawat
(Uttarakhand), Shri Banna Gupta (Jharkhand), Dr. Lalthangliana (Mizoram), Shri Mangal
Pandey(Bihar), Dr. K. Sudhakar (Karnataka), Shri Rajesh Tope (Maharashtra), Dr. Prabhuram
Choudhary (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Jai Pratap Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Shri MaSubramanian
(Tamil Nadu), Shri Vishwajit Rane (Goa), Shri Rushikesh Ganeshbhai Patel (Gujarat), Shri
Keshab Mahanta (Assam), Shri Satyendar Jain (Delhi), were present at the meeting. Principal
Secretaries/ Additional Chief Secretaries/ Mission Director (NHM) of all states were also present.
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The Union Minister stated that at present 79% of adult population has got the 1st dose of
COVID19 vaccine and 38% of the eligible population has received the second dose. Noting that
more than 12 crore beneficiaries are due for their 2nd dose of COVID19 vaccine, he urged the
State Health Ministers to ensure that all the adult population is covered with the first doses
during the ongoing ‘Har Ghar Dastak’ campaign, while those who are due for the second doses
are also motivated to take the second dose.
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The Union Health Minister reiterated Prime Minister’s mop-up strategies for strengthening the
‘Har Ghar Dastak’ campaign including deploying ‘Prachar Toli’ in advance to villages which
would ensure mobilisation and counselling of the eligible population along with awareness
campaigns, followed by the ‘Vaccination Toli’ who would ensure that all eligible citizens are
vaccinated with the first and second dose. A strategy of multiple vaccination teams (50-100) to
ensure 100% coverage in the targeted area in a time bound manner; development of a ranking
mechanism for identifying and felicitating the vaccination teams (District and Block) which
administer the maximum number of vaccine doses every 24 hours for motivated progress of
COVID 19 vaccination; utilizing local weekly Bazaars and Haats for creating awareness and
providing vaccination services; collaborating with local religious and community leaders; roping
in CSOs, NGOs, NSS, NYK etc., for motivating the unvaccinated in the village/urban areas;
multimedia IEC awareness campaigns to effectively counter anti-vaccine rumours; and
emulating innovative approaches and practices followed by high coverage districts within the
States/UTs for adoption of similar strategies were stressed by Dr Mansukh Mandaviya during
the review meeting. Noting that children can be the best ambassadors for behaviour change, he
urged the States/UTs to rope in children for taking forward the message of full vaccination. “Let
the children motivate their parents and the other family members to take both the vaccine
doses”, he stated.
Dr. Mandaviya suggested: “Let us start COVID vaccination centres at bus stations, railway
stations etc., especially in large metros, as these are the primary points for a large number of
people entering the city. Some states have started a ‘Roko and Toko’ campaign where the
passengers alighting from buses, trains, rickshaws etc., are motivated to take the vaccine
doses”. He also suggested that each day of the ‘Har Ghar Dastak’ campaign can be dedicated
to mobilisation and vaccination of different groups of beneficiaries. “One day can be dedicated
for traders, hawkers, vendors, shopkeepers etc., which other days we can mobilise rickshaw
pullers and auto drivers. One day can be dedicated to labourers and farmers”, he added.

While reviewing the ongoing COVID control and management public health measures, the Union
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Health Minister cautioned all States/UTs that COVID 19 was not over. “We shouldn't think that
COVID is over. Cases are rising globally. In Singapore, Britain, Russia and China cases are
rising again despite more than 80 percent vaccination. Vaccination and COVID Appropriate
Behaviour (CAB) should go hand in hand”, he stressed. He further added that while vaccination
reduces the severity of the disease, adherence to CAB is of utmost important to ensure that the
gains made collectively by the country so far are not frittered away and that we do not have any
other surge of COVID19 cases. Dr. Mandaviya observed that fight against COVID-19 is at the
final stage: “The two weapons of Vaccination and CAB will be our greatest defence against it
and we should not let our guard down before it is completely over.” Terming Vaccination as
‘Suraksha kawachh’, he re-iterated the call of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, “Dawai bhi
Kadai bhi!”
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The State Health Ministers expressed their gratitude to the Union Health Minister for the supply
of vaccines, drugs, financial and technical resources for COVID management. They also shared
the innovative steps being taken to ensure saturation of vaccination, especially in the lowperforming districts. Dr Mandaviya thanked all the States and UTs for their overwhelming
support and urged them to emulate the best practices being undertaken in others. He exhorted
all State health officials to reach out to every home under the “Har Ghar Dastak” campaign.
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Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health Secretary, Dr. Balram Bhargava, DG-ICMR, Dr. Sunil
Kumar, Director General of Health Services, Dr. Manohar Agnani, Addl. Secretary (Health), Shri
Vikash Sheel, Addl. Secretary and Mission Director-NHM, Smt. Arti Ahuja, Addl. Secretary
(Health), Shri Lav Agarwal, Jt. Secretary (Health) and other senior officials of the Ministry were
present in the meeting.
****
MV/AL
HFW/HFM HGD VC with States-UTs/11thNov2021/4
“Lets us ensure collectively through collaborative and multi-stakeholder efforts that no eligible
citizen is left without the ‘Suraksha Kawachh’ of COVID 19 vaccine in the country. Let us reach
each corner and household across the country and motivate people to take both the doses
under Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji’s Har Ghar Dastak campaign”. This was stated by
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare today as he interacted
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with Health Ministers of States/UTs, in the presence of Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar, Union Minister
of State for Health and Family Welfare. The meeting also reviewed the public health measures
for containment and management of COVID19 in the States and UTs.

cr

ac
k

IA

Health Ministers of States/UTs Ms. Veena George (Kerala), Dr. Dhan Singh Rawat
(Uttarakhand), Shri Banna Gupta (Jharkhand), Dr. Lalthangliana (Mizoram), Shri Mangal
Pandey(Bihar), Dr. K. Sudhakar (Karnataka), Shri Rajesh Tope (Maharashtra), Dr. Prabhuram
Choudhary (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Jai Pratap Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Shri MaSubramanian
(Tamil Nadu), Shri Vishwajit Rane (Goa), Shri Rushikesh Ganeshbhai Patel (Gujarat), Shri
Keshab Mahanta (Assam), Shri Satyendar Jain (Delhi), were present at the meeting. Principal
Secretaries/ Additional Chief Secretaries/ Mission Director (NHM) of all states were also present.

The Union Minister stated that at present 79% of adult population has got the 1st dose of
COVID19 vaccine and 38% of the eligible population has received the second dose. Noting that
more than 12 crore beneficiaries are due for their 2nd dose of COVID19 vaccine, he urged the
State Health Ministers to ensure that all the adult population is covered with the first doses
during the ongoing ‘Har Ghar Dastak’ campaign, while those who are due for the second doses
are also motivated to take the second dose.
The Union Health Minister reiterated Prime Minister’s mop-up strategies for strengthening the
‘Har Ghar Dastak’ campaign including deploying ‘Prachar Toli’ in advance to villages which
would ensure mobilisation and counselling of the eligible population along with awareness
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campaigns, followed by the ‘Vaccination Toli’ who would ensure that all eligible citizens are
vaccinated with the first and second dose. A strategy of multiple vaccination teams (50-100) to
ensure 100% coverage in the targeted area in a time bound manner; development of a ranking
mechanism for identifying and felicitating the vaccination teams (District and Block) which
administer the maximum number of vaccine doses every 24 hours for motivated progress of
COVID 19 vaccination; utilizing local weekly Bazaars and Haats for creating awareness and
providing vaccination services; collaborating with local religious and community leaders; roping
in CSOs, NGOs, NSS, NYK etc., for motivating the unvaccinated in the village/urban areas;
multimedia IEC awareness campaigns to effectively counter anti-vaccine rumours; and
emulating innovative approaches and practices followed by high coverage districts within the
States/UTs for adoption of similar strategies were stressed by Dr Mansukh Mandaviya during
the review meeting. Noting that children can be the best ambassadors for behaviour change, he
urged the States/UTs to rope in children for taking forward the message of full vaccination. “Let
the children motivate their parents and the other family members to take both the vaccine
doses”, he stated.
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Dr. Mandaviya suggested: “Let us start COVID vaccination centres at bus stations, railway
stations etc., especially in large metros, as these are the primary points for a large number of
people entering the city. Some states have started a ‘Roko and Toko’ campaign where the
passengers alighting from buses, trains, rickshaws etc., are motivated to take the vaccine
doses”. He also suggested that each day of the ‘Har Ghar Dastak’ campaign can be dedicated
to mobilisation and vaccination of different groups of beneficiaries. “One day can be dedicated
for traders, hawkers, vendors, shopkeepers etc., which other days we can mobilise rickshaw
pullers and auto drivers. One day can be dedicated to labourers and farmers”, he added.
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While reviewing the ongoing COVID control and management public health measures, the Union
Health Minister cautioned all States/UTs that COVID 19 was not over. “We shouldn't think that
COVID is over. Cases are rising globally. In Singapore, Britain, Russia and China cases are
rising again despite more than 80 percent vaccination. Vaccination and COVID Appropriate
Behaviour (CAB) should go hand in hand”, he stressed. He further added that while vaccination
reduces the severity of the disease, adherence to CAB is of utmost important to ensure that the
gains made collectively by the country so far are not frittered away and that we do not have any
other surge of COVID19 cases. Dr. Mandaviya observed that fight against COVID-19 is at the
final stage: “The two weapons of Vaccination and CAB will be our greatest defence against it
and we should not let our guard down before it is completely over.” Terming Vaccination as
‘Suraksha kawachh’, he re-iterated the call of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, “Dawai bhi
Kadai bhi!”
The State Health Ministers expressed their gratitude to the Union Health Minister for the supply
of vaccines, drugs, financial and technical resources for COVID management. They also shared
the innovative steps being taken to ensure saturation of vaccination, especially in the lowperforming districts. Dr Mandaviya thanked all the States and UTs for their overwhelming
support and urged them to emulate the best practices being undertaken in others. He exhorted
all State health officials to reach out to every home under the “Har Ghar Dastak” campaign.
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Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health Secretary, Dr. Balram Bhargava, DG-ICMR, Dr. Sunil
Kumar, Director General of Health Services, Dr. Manohar Agnani, Addl. Secretary (Health), Shri
Vikash Sheel, Addl. Secretary and Mission Director-NHM, Smt. Arti Ahuja, Addl. Secretary
(Health), Shri Lav Agarwal, Jt. Secretary (Health) and other senior officials of the Ministry were
present in the meeting.
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Date : 2021-11-14

ZIKA VIRUS OUTBREAKS, AN OPPORTUNITY TO
IMPROVE HEALTHCARE IN INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Routes of infection: Though primarily mosquito-borne, Zika virus is transmitted from infected
mother to fetus during pregnancy, through blood and other body floods and organ translation as
well as sexual contact. | Photo Credit: membio
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Viruses are ubiquitous, most are innocuous and some, such as SARS CoV-2, turn out to be
pernicious. Zika virus, first detected in rhesus monkeys in the Zika forest in Uganda in 1947 and
then identified in humans after a few years, appears to be re-positioning itself. For the first 60
years after detection, only 14 human cases had been reported, from Asia and Tropical Africa.
The first ever outbreak of Zika virus was reported in 2007 in the island of Yap (a federated state
in Micronesia) in the Pacific. Zika virus received global attention with the start of a major
outbreak in Brazil in March 2015, which then spread to many countries in Central and South
America and the Caribbean. The outbreak was associated with higher incidences of
microcephaly (a condition which results in a small brain in the fetus) as well as the increased
neurological symptoms such as Guillain-Barré syndrome and neuropathies in adults and
children infected with the virus. On February 1, 2016, Zika virus outbreak was designated a
public health emergency of international concern (PHEIC) by the World Health Organization (a
classification a step before a disease is declared as pandemic). Between 2015 and 2017, nearly
550,000 suspected and 175,000 confirmed Zika virus cases were reported, which included
nearly 2,700 cases of microcephaly in Brazil alone. The outbreak had subsided by mid-2017;
however, by late 2019, the Zika virus has been reported from at least 87 countries across the
world.
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The earliest evidence of Zika virus in India is in 1952-1953. The prevalence studies conducted
by the National Institute of Virology, Pune, in different parts of India, had detected the antibodies
against the Zika virus from humans.
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The first two outbreaks of Zika virus infections in India were reported in 2017. This included
three human cases from Ahmedabad, Gujarat (January-February, 2017) and one case from
Krishnagiri district of Tamil Nadu (July 2017). There were two more outbreaks in 2018 from
Madhya Pradesh (130 cases) and Rajasthan (159 cases). In 2021, at least three Zika virus
outbreaks have been reported. In Kerala (at least 89 cases) and then in Maharashtra (Around 12
cases), both in July, and most recently from Uttar Pradesh in October-November, 2021 (nearly
110 confirmed cases till now).
Zika virus is primarily a mosquito-borne illness, transmitted by the Aedes mosquitoes (which
transmit chikungunya and dengue). However, Zika virus is transmitted from infected mother to
fetus during pregnancy, through blood and other body floods and organ translation as well as
sexual contact. Most people do not develop any symptoms; however, a few may develop fever,
rashes, redness in eye, muscle and joint pain, headache, and generalised fatigue.
It is a mild illness for all age groups except for the pregnant women, whose fetus may develop
congenital malformation, especially abnormal brain development, microcephaly and other
related neurological outcomes.
The symptoms are very similar to other common viral illnesses. Infection is suspected if there is
ongoing Zika virus transmission in the area, travel history or contact history with a confirmed
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case. The laboratory confirmation is done from blood or urine samples.
There is no licensed vaccine to prevent disease and no specific treatment available. People are
advised to take rest, eat well and drink plenty of fluids.
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The current reports of Zika virus outbreaks are not a matter of immediate concern for citizens in
India. However, knowing that the vector for Zika virus, the Aedes mosquito is present in all
States of India, there is a need for stepping up preventive and public health measures. India
should use the recent disease outbreaks as an opportunity to strengthen the disease
surveillance system and health data recording and reporting systems in the country. The
laboratory capacity for COVID-19, developed in the last 18 months, needs to be optimally used
to conduct testing for other emerging infections.
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One of the key considerations is that the outbreak which had started in Brazil in 2015 was
caused by a new variant of Zika virus, termed as American lineage. Though originated from
South Asian lineage, it has crucial mutation S139N, attributed to higher incidences of
microcephaly and other neurological conditions. All previous outbreaks in India have been due
to South-East Asian lineage and no case of microcephaly has been reported from the country.
However, there is a need for a systematic surveillance of evolutionary trends in Zika virus, which
can be built upon newly developed genetic sequencing capacity for SARS CoV2.
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Considering most Indian states have reported Zika virus for the first time, there is a need for
enhanced surveillance and equipping laboratories with testing kits for Zika virus. In areas where
cases are reported, active case findings and surveillance and mosquito control measures
(elimination of breeding sites and the public awareness campaigns, especially for specially for
pregnant women should be prioritised. It is also the time to ensure coordinated actions between
the State government and municipal corporation to develop joint action plans against vector
borne diseases and share responsibilities for public health actions.
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The emergence and re-emergence of viral diseases is partly unavoidable. However, with a
stronger public health system , application of principles of epidemiology and use of data, their
impact can be minimised.
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(Chandrakant Lahariya, a physician-epidemiologist, is a vaccines and health systems specialist.
His forthcoming book ‘The Lighthouse of Peeragarhi: What We Need, To Prevent Diseases And
Protect Health’ is scheduled for release in 2022.)
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VICE PRESIDENT CALLS FOR PROVIDING EQUAL
PROPERTY RIGHTS TO WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Vice President, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu today called for providing equal property rights to
women and highlighted the importance of fully empowering them for the country to make
progress.
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Participating in the 20th anniversary celebrations of Swarna Bharat Trust at Venkatachalam,
Nellore, he pointed out that women constituted nearly 50 per cent of the country’s population
and said they should be encouraged to participate in various fields on par with men.
Deploring atrocities against women, Shri Naidu reiterated the need to provide reservations to
women in Parliament, apart from imparting skills in various vocations.
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Expressing his satisfaction that the Swarna Bharat Trust over the last 20 years has been fulfilling
his dream to empower the needy and marginalized sections, particularly in the rural areas, Shri
Naidu said that thousands of young rural men and women have been trained in various
vocations with many of them becoming successful entrepreneurs. “Most importantly, farmers,
women and youth constitute the focus of this Trust. Such service to people is the highest form of
devotion”, he added.
Shri Naidu said that he always believed that the poor and marginalized sections need to be
empowered through education and vocational skills.
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Pointing out that the Trust had never taken any kind of help from the government, he termed it
as “no mean achievement” and complimented the Managing Trustee, Smt. Deepa Venkat,
trustees and all those who enabled the Trust to meet its objectives.
Underlining the important role of agriculture in the country’s economic progress, he called upon
all stakeholders to bestow greater attention on agriculture. Similarly, India’s demographic
dividend should be fully realized by skilling and empowering the youth.
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Referring to the urban-rural divide, the Vice President called for bridging it with increasing
urgency and said that it would also check migration to cities and urban centres from our villages.
The Vice President lauded the Union Government for setting a new tradition in the selection of
Padma awardees and conveyed his appreciation to Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah, who was present on the occasion.
Responding to the remarks made by Shri Amit Shah on the passage of the bill relating to
abrogation of Article 370 in the Rajya Sabha under the Chairmanship of Shri Naidu, the Vice
President said it was a historic moment in his life as he had always espoused the cause of total
integration of Jammu and Kashmir with the rest of India.
He said that people all over the country rejoiced after the bill was passed following a detailed
discussion.
Referring to COVID-19 pandemic, the Vice President appealed to the people to shed vaccine
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hesitancy and get themselves vaccinated.
Union Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah, President of Swarna Bharat Trust, Shri Kamineni
Srinivas, Trustee of Swarna Bharat Trust, Smt. Deepa Venkat Immani, Shri Muppavarapu
harshvardhan, trustees, staff and trainees of the trust were among those present on the
occasion.
*****
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The Vice President, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu today called for providing equal property rights to
women and highlighted the importance of fully empowering them for the country to make
progress.
Participating in the 20th anniversary celebrations of Swarna Bharat Trust at Venkatachalam,
Nellore, he pointed out that women constituted nearly 50 per cent of the country’s population
and said they should be encouraged to participate in various fields on par with men.
Deploring atrocities against women, Shri Naidu reiterated the need to provide reservations to
women in Parliament, apart from imparting skills in various vocations.
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Expressing his satisfaction that the Swarna Bharat Trust over the last 20 years has been fulfilling
his dream to empower the needy and marginalized sections, particularly in the rural areas, Shri
Naidu said that thousands of young rural men and women have been trained in various
vocations with many of them becoming successful entrepreneurs. “Most importantly, farmers,
women and youth constitute the focus of this Trust. Such service to people is the highest form of
devotion”, he added.
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Shri Naidu said that he always believed that the poor and marginalized sections need to be
empowered through education and vocational skills.
Pointing out that the Trust had never taken any kind of help from the government, he termed it
as “no mean achievement” and complimented the Managing Trustee, Smt. Deepa Venkat,
trustees and all those who enabled the Trust to meet its objectives.
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Underlining the important role of agriculture in the country’s economic progress, he called upon
all stakeholders to bestow greater attention on agriculture. Similarly, India’s demographic
dividend should be fully realized by skilling and empowering the youth.
Referring to the urban-rural divide, the Vice President called for bridging it with increasing
urgency and said that it would also check migration to cities and urban centres from our villages.
The Vice President lauded the Union Government for setting a new tradition in the selection of
Padma awardees and conveyed his appreciation to Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah, who was present on the occasion.
Responding to the remarks made by Shri Amit Shah on the passage of the bill relating to
abrogation of Article 370 in the Rajya Sabha under the Chairmanship of Shri Naidu, the Vice
President said it was a historic moment in his life as he had always espoused the cause of total
integration of Jammu and Kashmir with the rest of India.
He said that people all over the country rejoiced after the bill was passed following a detailed
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discussion.
Referring to COVID-19 pandemic, the Vice President appealed to the people to shed vaccine
hesitancy and get themselves vaccinated.

*****

S.
co

MS/RK/NS

m

Union Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah, President of Swarna Bharat Trust, Shri Kamineni
Srinivas, Trustee of Swarna Bharat Trust, Smt. Deepa Venkat Immani, Shri Muppavarapu
harshvardhan, trustees, staff and trainees of the trust were among those present on the
occasion.
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PM LAUNCHES MULTIPLE KEY INITIATIVES FOR THE
WELFARE OF JANJATIYA COMMUNITY AT JANJATIYA
GAURAV DIWAS MAHASAMMELAN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched multiple key initiatives for the welfare of
Janjatiya community at Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas Mahasammelan. He launched the ‘Ration Aapke
Gram’ scheme in Madhya Pradesh. He also launched the Madhya Pradesh Sickle Cell Mission.
He laid the foundation of 50 Eklavya Model Residential Schools across the country. Governor
and CM of Madhya Pradesh, Dr. Virendra Kumar, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Shri Jyotiraditya
M Scindia, Union Ministers of State Shri Prahlad S Patel, Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste and Dr. L
Murugan were among those present.
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister said today, India is celebrating its first Janjatiya
Gaurav Diwas. “For the first time in the country after independence, on such a large scale, the
art-culture of the entire country's tribal society, their contribution to the freedom movement and
nation building is being remembered and honored with pride”, He said. Marking his own long
association with the tribal samaj, the Prime Minister praised the richness of their spiritual and
cultural life and said that every cultural aspect of tribal including songs and dances carry a life
lesson and they have so much to teach.
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The Prime Minister stressed that it is our duty to bring the inspiring stories of tribal heroes and
heroines in the freedom struggle before the country and to introduce them to the new
generation. During the period of slavery, there were many struggles against foreign rule
including Khasi-Garo movement, Mizo movement, Kol movement, etc. “Be it the bravery of Gond
Maharani Veer Durgavati or the sacrifice of Rani Kamalapati, the country cannot forget them.
The struggle of Veer Maharana Pratap cannot be imagined without the brave Bhils who fought
shoulder to shoulder and made sacrifices” the Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister remembered Shivshahir Babasaheb Purandare’s contribution in connecting
coming generations to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. Shivshahir Babasaheb Purandare passed
away this morning. The Prime Minister paid rich tributes to the eminent historian. “The ideals of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj which Babasaheb Purandare ji placed in front of the country, those
ideals will continue to inspire us continuously. I pay my heartfelt tributes to Babasaheb
Purandare ji, the Prime Minister said.”
The Prime Minister said, ‘today, when we discuss the contribution of tribal society in nation
building from national forums, some people are surprised. Such people do not understand how
much tribal society has contributed in strengthening the culture of India’. The reason for this is
that the contribution of tribal society was either not told to the country and even if told,
information was given in a very limited scope. “This happened because those who ran the
government in the country for decades after independence, gave priority to their selfish politics”,
Shri Modi stressed. The Prime Minister said today tribal areas are getting facilities like houses
for the poor, toilets, free electricity and gas connections, school, road and free treatment with the
same speed as in the rest of the country.
The Prime Minister said in all central government welfare schemes, Aspirational Districts with a
high proportion of tribal population are being given priority. He remarked that the tribal region of
the country has always been rich in terms of wealth and resources. But “those who were in the
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government earlier, followed the policy of exploiting these areas. We are following the policy of
utilizing the potential of these areas properly”, he said. He informed how by changing forest
laws, forest resources were made available to the tribal society.
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The Prime Minister said recently Padma awards have been given. When the awardees coming
from tribal society reached Rashtrapati Bhavan, the world was shocked. He lauded those
working in tribal and rural society as the real diamonds of the country. Today, products by the
artisans of the tribal section are being promoted nationally and globally, More than 90 forest
produces are being given MSP compared to 8-10 crops earlier. More than 150 medical colleges
have been approved for such districts. More than 2500 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras have been
connected with more than 37 thousand Self Help Groups. Leading to 7 lakh jobs. 20 Lakh land
‘Pattas’ have been given and attention is being paid to skilling and education of the tribal youth.
9 new tribal Research Institutes have been added in the last 7 years. Emphasis on mother
tongue in the New Education Policy will help the tribal people, said the Prime Minister.
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The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched multiple key initiatives for the welfare of
Janjatiya community at Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas Mahasammelan. He launched the ‘Ration Aapke
Gram’ scheme in Madhya Pradesh. He also launched the Madhya Pradesh Sickle Cell Mission.
He laid the foundation of 50 Eklavya Model Residential Schools across the country. Governor
and CM of Madhya Pradesh, Dr. Virendra Kumar, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Shri Jyotiraditya
M Scindia, Union Ministers of State Shri Prahlad S Patel, Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste and Dr. L
Murugan were among those present.
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister said today, India is celebrating its first Janjatiya
Gaurav Diwas. “For the first time in the country after independence, on such a large scale, the
art-culture of the entire country's tribal society, their contribution to the freedom movement and
nation building is being remembered and honored with pride”, He said. Marking his own long
association with the tribal samaj, the Prime Minister praised the richness of their spiritual and
cultural life and said that every cultural aspect of tribal including songs and dances carry a life
lesson and they have so much to teach.
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The Prime Minister stressed that it is our duty to bring the inspiring stories of tribal heroes and
heroines in the freedom struggle before the country and to introduce them to the new
generation. During the period of slavery, there were many struggles against foreign rule
including Khasi-Garo movement, Mizo movement, Kol movement, etc. “Be it the bravery of Gond
Maharani Veer Durgavati or the sacrifice of Rani Kamalapati, the country cannot forget them.
The struggle of Veer Maharana Pratap cannot be imagined without the brave Bhils who fought
shoulder to shoulder and made sacrifices” the Prime Minister said.
The Prime Minister remembered Shivshahir Babasaheb Purandare’s contribution in connecting
coming generations to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. Shivshahir Babasaheb Purandare passed
away this morning. The Prime Minister paid rich tributes to the eminent historian. “The ideals of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj which Babasaheb Purandare ji placed in front of the country, those
ideals will continue to inspire us continuously. I pay my heartfelt tributes to Babasaheb
Purandare ji, the Prime Minister said.”
The Prime Minister said, ‘today, when we discuss the contribution of tribal society in nation
building from national forums, some people are surprised. Such people do not understand how
much tribal society has contributed in strengthening the culture of India’. The reason for this is
that the contribution of tribal society was either not told to the country and even if told,
information was given in a very limited scope. “This happened because those who ran the
government in the country for decades after independence, gave priority to their selfish politics”,
Shri Modi stressed. The Prime Minister said today tribal areas are getting facilities like houses
for the poor, toilets, free electricity and gas connections, school, road and free treatment with the
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same speed as in the rest of the country.
The Prime Minister said in all central government welfare schemes, Aspirational Districts with a
high proportion of tribal population are being given priority. He remarked that the tribal region of
the country has always been rich in terms of wealth and resources. But “those who were in the
government earlier, followed the policy of exploiting these areas. We are following the policy of
utilizing the potential of these areas properly”, he said. He informed how by changing forest
laws, forest resources were made available to the tribal society.
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The Prime Minister said recently Padma awards have been given. When the awardees coming
from tribal society reached Rashtrapati Bhavan, the world was shocked. He lauded those
working in tribal and rural society as the real diamonds of the country. Today, products by the
artisans of the tribal section are being promoted nationally and globally, More than 90 forest
produces are being given MSP compared to 8-10 crops earlier. More than 150 medical colleges
have been approved for such districts. More than 2500 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras have been
connected with more than 37 thousand Self Help Groups. Leading to 7 lakh jobs. 20 Lakh land
‘Pattas’ have been given and attention is being paid to skilling and education of the tribal youth.
9 new tribal Research Institutes have been added in the last 7 years. Emphasis on mother
tongue in the New Education Policy will help the tribal people, said the Prime Minister.
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LONGER TERM, BETTER IMPACT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter
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The Central government’s decision to give a five-year tenure to heads of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and the Enforcement Directorate (ED) has drawn a lot of flak. The Opposition
smells a rat in the ordinances issued a few days ago. This is unsurprising. Any governmental
move to strengthen a powerful law enforcement agency is bound to invite questions and raise
suspicion. And the CBI’s track record for objectivity and neutrality is anything but straightforward.
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It is, however, preposterous to probe the intentions of this major move. How can we suspect the
bonafides of the government until we have evidence to prove that the decision was motivated by
dishonest intentions? No government is a saint, but to question the intentions behind an
administrative decision right after it is made seems unfair. If one perceives politics here, let us
remember that only 5-10% of the cases registered by the CBI involve politicians.
When I assumed charge of the position 20 years ago, I was the first beneficiary of the apex
court’s directive giving a mandatory two-year tenure to the Director of the CBI. This was a fallout
of the Hawala scandal. I had an extra four months because my retirement age automatically
gave me this benefit.
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Prior to my appointment, the government was arbitrary and capricious in choosing the Director.
It was not rare to see temporary appointments given to favour some individuals. Seniority was
often ignored in appointments and Directors were removed frequently. In 1987, C.M.
Radhakrishnan Nair was appointed as the Director. This decision was rescinded within days to
give an extension to the man holding the post, Mohan Katre. Could there be anything more
demoralising to the officer concerned and to the elite organisation?
The recent ordinances are timely and merited. A two-year tenure for a CBI head is too short for
any officer to make an impact on the organisation. The Federal Bureau of Investigation chief in
the U.S. gets a 10-year term. This provides them the much-needed continuity that a Director
needs in an outfit charged with the task of conducting highly sensitive investigations, which
sometimes impinge on the longevity and stability of a democratically elected government.
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We will have to wait for a few years to gauge the impact of the change in tenure rules. Any
blatantly dishonest interference in the working of the organisation is bound to raise the hackles
of those who believe in and carry out straightforward investigations. The government will
therefore have to show enormous restraint in its interactions with the head of the CBI.
Of course, as a measure of accountability, the Director will have to keep the government
informed of all major administrative decisions. He or she should inform the executive but not
take orders from it.
The only problem with the latest ordinance is that, at the end of the mandatory two-year tenure,
the government will have to issue orders granting one-year extensions at a time. It would have
better if there was a straight five-year term for the Director. The rule about three annual
extensions can be misused by a tendentious government. It may be construed as a reward for
‘good behaviour’, which is a euphemism for an obliging Director.
Successive chiefs have suggested the drafting of a CBI Act to ensure that the organisation is not
dependent on the State governments, many of which have withdrawn consent for the CBI to
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function in that State. The Supreme Court has recently made caustic references to this
objectionable development. Eight States — West Bengal, Maharashtra, Kerala, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Mizoram — have withdrawn the general consent. The
Court termed this a “serious issue”. The CBI should be made to derive its authority for launching
investigations from its own statute instead of depending on the Criminal Procedure Code, which
makes the CBI a police organisation. Apt analogies are the Income Tax Act and the Customs
Act, which enable the officers of the two mighty departments to act on their own, without being at
the mercy of State governments.
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R.K. Raghavan is a former CBI Director who is currently Professor of Criminal Justice at the
Jindal Global University, Haryana
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The ideological moorings of India’s non-alignment faded along with Jawaharlal Nehru’s idealism
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AN OUTREACH TO TRIBALS THAT CHECKS ALL THE
BOXES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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In the Ayodhya kanda of the Ramayana, when Lord Rama is exiled from the kingdom of
Ayodhya, and reaches the northern bank of the Ganga at Sringaverapura, he is received by the
king of the neighbouring kingdom of Nishadha, Guha. Rama treats the tribal leader, Guha, as his
own conscience. Rama stays at Guha’s place and the Nishadha king helps Rama cross the river
the next day. In the Mahabharata, Arjuna’s travels in the Northeast lead to his encounter with
Ulupi, the princess of the Naga tribe, who he marries and has a son with, Iravan. The Ramayana
and the Mahabharata are replete with harmonious relationships between forest dwellers and the
“city dwellers’’.
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Despite a place for tribals in Indian culture and history, the enactment of the Criminal Tribes Act,
1871 by the British government, branded the very ‘descendants’ of Guha as criminals. With its
racist overtones and the stereotyping of tribes as uncivilised, this Act aimed to create a sense of
fear against tribal communities. Various tribes across India resisted British rule vehemently and
the law was aimed at dealing with these tribes with an iron fist. From Birsa Munda and Tantia
Bhil in the north and central parts, Komaram Bheem and Thalakkal Chandu in the south to the
likes of Rani Gaidinliu in the northeast, tribal movements in different regions of the country
waged spirited battles against the British colonial rule. A lot of their contributions today are either
not known or not fully appreciated.
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The aim of commemorating November 15, the birthday of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, as Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas is to ensure that the freedom fighters from various tribal communities who fought
for India’s Independence get their rightful recognition. It will also ensure that the heritage, culture
and the values of the 705 tribal communities (Scheduled Tribes) that constitute approximately
10% of our population is protected and is made accessible across the nation.
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Since Independence, there have been efforts to improve the social, political and economic
conditions of the tribal populations. Ensuring political representation by reserving electoral
constituencies with large tribal populations was one such vehicle. However, representation at
ministerial levels was still restricted to the odd figurehead Ministry such as Tribal Affairs. The
recent expansion of the Union Council of Ministers led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi saw the
inclusion of eight Ministers belonging to the Scheduled Tribes representing the States of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha
and West Bengal. They represent the Gond, Santal, Miji, Munda, Tea Tribe, Kokana and
Sonowal-Kachari communities. The Union Cabinet now has three Ministers who belong to
various tribal communities. Contrast this with the period between 2004- 2014, when tribal
community political representatives were considered mere figureheads. Under the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government, between 2004-2014, the Ministers from the tribal
community were fewer and primarily restricted to the Tribal Affairs Ministry.
Apart from political representation, it is also important to ensure that tribal communities see
economic progress and better human development indicators. This received renewed impetus in
1999, when former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee set up a separate Ministry for Tribal
Affairs. Now, under Mr. Modi, imbalances in budgetary provisions are being addressed in
mission mode. For the year 2021-2022, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs saw a budgetary allocation
of 7,524.87 crore. This is nearly double the budgetary allocation made in the last UPA Budget of
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2013-2014.
After close to 90 years, the Indian Forest Act of 1927 was amended in 2017 (The Indian Forest
(Amendment) Act, 2017; https://bit.ly/3wR8zSS) so that bamboo is no longer classified as a tree.
This has allowed for the economic value of bamboo to be leveraged to its fullest potential and
also brought the Act in consonance with the Forest Rights Act of 2006. The biggest beneficiaries
of this are the forest dwelling tribal communities who are now able to use such forest produce to
make value-added utility products. The role of tribal marketing development corporations in
building market linkages is further increasing incomes of tribal communities.
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Sustainable development also needs to ensure that human development indicators (HDIs) in
nutrition, health and education are being improved. The National Education Policy (NEP)
acknowledges the additional focus required for tribal communities to address issues such as
higher dropout rates.
The NEP, by ensuring that the medium of instruction until at least Class 5, will be the mother
tongue or local language of the child has ensured that tribal languages are protected and are
treated on a par with languages mentioned in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. The
expansion of the Eklavya Model Residential Schools, from 90 new schools sanctioned in the
UPA years to 472 new schools sanctioned since 2014, will ensure that tribal children will see
better education outcomes. This coupled with health interventions in the form of primary health
and wellness centres and nutrition programmes will see improved HDIs among tribal
communities in the long run.
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Bhagwan Birsa Munda was only 25 when he died in prison (1900). He fought bravely against the
exploitative system of the British Raj and spearheaded a movement against the British colonial
oppressive system. It is unfortunate that the contributions of several other tribal freedom fighters
including those of tribal women freedom fighters such as Rani Gaidinlu, Jhano Murmu, Helen
Lepcha and others have nearly been forgotten.
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There are records of over 200 tribal freedom fighters across India who participated in about 85
instances of revolts and uprisings against colonial rule. To recognise this, 10 tribal freedom
fighter museums are being set up in the States of Andhra Pradesh (Lambasingi), Chhattisgarh
(Raipur), Goa (Ponda), Gujarat (Rajpipla), Jharkhand (Ranchi), Kerala (Kozhikode), Madhya
Pradesh (Chhindwara), Manipur (Taminglong), Mizoram (Kelsey) and Telangana (Hyderabad)
will showcase the contribution of tribal freedom fighters and are at different stages of
construction and completion.
Commemorating November 15 every year will integrate various stakeholders and allow for a
discussion on the achievements and contributions of tribal communities, their cultural heritage,
and practices and traditions among the younger generation of Indians. As India celebrates its
75th year of Independence with ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahostav’, this would be a thoughtful gift for our
tribal community and a recall to Ram Rajya — where the likes of Guha are given due respect,
their cultural diversity is respected, and their contributions celebrated.
G. Kishan Reddy is the Union Minister for Tourism, Culture and Development of Northeastern
Region (DONER)
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INDIA CELEBRATES JANJATIYA GAURAV DIVAS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The nationwide celebrations of Janjatiya Gaurav Divas yesterday were led by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and were marked by a large number of important programmes, colourful
cultural events, social activities as well as programmes at the birth place of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda at Ulihatu in Khunti, Jharkhand. The Government has declared 15th November as
Janjatiya Gaurav Divas dedicated to the memory of brave tribal freedom fighters so that coming
generations can know about their sacrifices for the country. The date is the birth anniversary of
Birsa Munda who is revered as Bhagwan by tribal communities across the country.
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The Prime Minister inaugurated the “Bhagwan Birsa Munda Memorial Park cum Freedom
Fighter Museum" at Ranchi on Monday, 15th November 2021. On the occasion of the 146th
Birth Anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, the iconic tribal freedom fighter, the Prime Minister
also launched week-long celebrations from 15th to 22nd November 2021 across the country.
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The Prime Minister also paid floral tribute at the statue of Bhagwan Birsa Munda in the
Parliament Complex, New Delhi, and met the tribal representatives of various states.
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On the occasion of 'Janjatiya Gaurav Divas', the Prime Minister made an appeal to the people of
the country to come together and salute the contribution of the tribal communities in India's
freedom struggle and nation-building. He has consistently highlighted the invaluable sacrifices of
the brave tribal freedom fighters towards the cause of India's freedom struggle. In his previous
speeches, he had envisaged building museums, dedicated to the memory of the brave tribal
freedom fighters so that future generations acknowledge their sacrifices for the country and take
forward the legacy of these tribal freedom fighters.
In pursuance of this goal, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has to date sanctioned the construction of
10 tribal freedom fighter museums. These museums will cherish the memories of tribal freedom
fighters hailing from various states of India.
Birsa Munda was an iconic freedom fighter, social reformer and revered tribal leader of the
country, who fought bravely against the exploitative system of the British colonial government,
and became a legendary figure in his lifetime, often referred to as ‘Bhagwan’. He organized and
led the tribal movement, giving a call for “Ulgulan” (Revolt) to the tribals. He
encouraged tribals to understand their cultural roots and observe unity. The Government of India
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has declared 15th November as the ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Divas’ which also coincides with the
146th Birth Anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda. The Bhagwan Birsa Munda Tribal Freedom
Fighter Museum has been built in association with the State Government of Jharkhand at the
Old Central Jail location in Ranchi, where the legendary Birsa Munda had sacrificed his life.
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The Ministry of Tribal Affairs, in association with the State Tribal Research Institutes(TRIs), is
celebrating ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Divas' to commemorate the contribution of the tribal freedom
fighters and various activities are being undertaken by all the 27 TRIs across the country. These
celebrations will inspire the citizens to contribute in the fields of education, health,
entrepreneurship, employability and livelihood for the tribals and the conservation of tribal
culture, art and rich tribal heritage.
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Inaugurating the Bhagwan Birsa Munda Memorial Park cum Freedom Fighter Museum virtually
in Ranchi on his 146th Birth Anniversary, the Prime Minister expressed delight over the
celebrations of 'Janjatiya Gaurav Divas' and said, "It gives me immense pleasure to unveil the
tribal museum of Bhagwan Birsa Munda at Ranchi. On the occasion of Jharkhand Foundation
Day, this initiative will be a true tribute to the sacrifice of the tribal freedom fighters for the nation
and tribal communities,”.
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He said that Bhagwan Birsa Munda dedicated his life to India's freedom struggle, heritage &
culture. “His Birth Anniversary is another way of remembering him & getting inspired to follow in
his footsteps to be good citizens. Our Tribal freedom fighters envisioned a progressive India
based on the pillars of 'Asmita & Atmanirbharta'. I urge all of you to continue to enhance Indian
glory & heritage. The museum will play a significant role in preserving and promoting tribal
culture and history."
The Governor Sh. Ramesh Bais, Chief Minister Sh. Hemant Soren, Union Ministers Sh. Arjun
Munda and Sh. G Kishan Reddy along with other dignitaries were present at the launching
ceremony at Ranchi, Jharkhand. After the launch, the Union Minister Sh. Arjun Munda and Sh.
G Kishan Reddy visited the Birth Place of Bhagwan Birsa Munda in Jharkhand.
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The Prime Minister also congratulated the people of the state on the Statehood Day of
Jharkhand.
Later in the day, the Prime Minister attended the Janjatiya Gaurav Divas Maha Sammelan
held at Jamboree Maidan, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

The tribal artists from across the States performed folk dances showcasing the rich tribal culture
of Madhya Pradesh to welcome the Prime Minister. The PM also inaugurated various exhibits of
self-help groups and tribal products and also visited the photo exhibition of various tribal
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freedom fighters. The Prime Minister also launched multiple key initiatives for the welfare of the
tribal community at Janjatiya Gaurav Divas Mahasammelan in Bhopal.
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The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of 50 Eklavya Model Residential
Schools across the country. Recognizing the distinct tribal culture and language of
tribals, Sh. Narendra Modi said, “Under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav (India @ 75) a resolution
has been taken to establish nearly 750 Eklavya Model Residential Schools to support the
education of tribal students. Out of these, a large number of schools are already
functional.” He also highlighted that per-student expenditure borne by Central
Government has increased from approximately Rs. 40,000 per student to more than Rs.
1,00,000 and this would definitely enable tribal students to access quality education
opportunities.
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The Union Minister for Tribal Affairs Sh Arjun Munda and Union Minister for Culture, Tourism
and DONER, Sh G. Kishan Reddy took part in the programme from Ranchi for launch of
Birsa Munda Memorial Park cum Freedom Fighter Museum by the Prime Minister.

Later, they garlanded the statue of Birsa Munda at Birsa Chowk, Ranchi, Jharkhand.
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After that, Sh Arjun Munda and Sh. G. Kishan Reddy paid a visit to the birthplace of Birsa
Munda at Ulihatu in Khunti district, Jharkhand. They garlanded the staute of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda at his Janamsthali and also the statue installed at the Birsa Munda Complex.

On this occasion, several states undertook special activities to celebrate this initiative. Andhra
Pradesh is holding a five-day state level tribal craft mela (exhibition cum sale) at
Visakhapatnam. Arunachal Pradesh is organising an event-‘Remembering Birsa Munda’ in
EMRS. Assam has organised a health camp on the occasion. Chhattisgarh has organised a
Tribal Craft Mela. Gujarat organised a Traditional Tribal Art & Craft Mela, Tribal Herbal & Food
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Mela. They also organised traditional tribal dance event. Jharkhand organised a blood donation
camp, launched 45 books, released primers and grammar books on Malto, Bhumij, Asur and
Birhore, A documentary on Mal Paharia, Banjara, Kondh, Karmali, Karma and Sorhrai. Kerala
organised a work shop on Forest Rights Act. Meghalaya organised a program at Kongthong.
Mizoram organised a spot painting competition on the portrait of Bhagwan Birsa Munda.
Nagaland organised an event on Catapult target hitting. Odisha organised a national webinar on
the contribution of Bhagwan Birsa Munda for the struggle of India’s Freedom. Rajasthan
organised a symposium on the contribution of Tribal Freedom Fighters. Sikkim organised a
blood donation camp. Tamil Nadu organised a workshop on medicinal plants and drawing
competition for tribal youths.

*******
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The nationwide celebrations of Janjatiya Gaurav Divas yesterday were led by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and were marked by a large number of important programmes, colourful
cultural events, social activities as well as programmes at the birth place of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda at Ulihatu in Khunti, Jharkhand. The Government has declared 15th November as
Janjatiya Gaurav Divas dedicated to the memory of brave tribal freedom fighters so that coming
generations can know about their sacrifices for the country. The date is the birth anniversary of
Birsa Munda who is revered as Bhagwan by tribal communities across the country.
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The Prime Minister inaugurated the “Bhagwan Birsa Munda Memorial Park cum Freedom
Fighter Museum" at Ranchi on Monday, 15th November 2021. On the occasion of the 146th
Birth Anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, the iconic tribal freedom fighter, the Prime Minister
also launched week-long celebrations from 15th to 22nd November 2021 across the country.

The Prime Minister also paid floral tribute at the statue of Bhagwan Birsa Munda in the
Parliament Complex, New Delhi, and met the tribal representatives of various states.
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On the occasion of 'Janjatiya Gaurav Divas', the Prime Minister made an appeal to the people of
the country to come together and salute the contribution of the tribal communities in India's
freedom struggle and nation-building. He has consistently highlighted the invaluable sacrifices of
the brave tribal freedom fighters towards the cause of India's freedom struggle. In his previous
speeches, he had envisaged building museums, dedicated to the memory of the brave tribal
freedom fighters so that future generations acknowledge their sacrifices for the country and take
forward the legacy of these tribal freedom fighters.
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In pursuance of this goal, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has to date sanctioned the construction of
10 tribal freedom fighter museums. These museums will cherish the memories of tribal freedom
fighters hailing from various states of India.
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Birsa Munda was an iconic freedom fighter, social reformer and revered tribal leader of the
country, who fought bravely against the exploitative system of the British colonial government,
and became a legendary figure in his lifetime, often referred to as ‘Bhagwan’. He organized and
led the tribal movement, giving a call for “Ulgulan” (Revolt) to the tribals. He
encouraged tribals to understand their cultural roots and observe unity. The Government of India
has declared 15th November as the ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Divas’ which also coincides with the
146th Birth Anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda. The Bhagwan Birsa Munda Tribal Freedom
Fighter Museum has been built in association with the State Government of Jharkhand at the
Old Central Jail location in Ranchi, where the legendary Birsa Munda had sacrificed his life.
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The Ministry of Tribal Affairs, in association with the State Tribal Research Institutes(TRIs), is
celebrating ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Divas' to commemorate the contribution of the tribal freedom
fighters and various activities are being undertaken by all the 27 TRIs across the country. These
celebrations will inspire the citizens to contribute in the fields of education, health,
entrepreneurship, employability and livelihood for the tribals and the conservation of tribal
culture, art and rich tribal heritage.
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Inaugurating the Bhagwan Birsa Munda Memorial Park cum Freedom Fighter Museum virtually
in Ranchi on his 146th Birth Anniversary, the Prime Minister expressed delight over the
celebrations of 'Janjatiya Gaurav Divas' and said, "It gives me immense pleasure to unveil the
tribal museum of Bhagwan Birsa Munda at Ranchi. On the occasion of Jharkhand Foundation
Day, this initiative will be a true tribute to the sacrifice of the tribal freedom fighters for the nation
and tribal communities,”.

He said that Bhagwan Birsa Munda dedicated his life to India's freedom struggle, heritage &
culture. “His Birth Anniversary is another way of remembering him & getting inspired to follow in
his footsteps to be good citizens. Our Tribal freedom fighters envisioned a progressive India
based on the pillars of 'Asmita & Atmanirbharta'. I urge all of you to continue to enhance Indian
glory & heritage. The museum will play a significant role in preserving and promoting tribal
culture and history."
The Governor Sh. Ramesh Bais, Chief Minister Sh. Hemant Soren, Union Ministers Sh. Arjun
Munda and Sh. G Kishan Reddy along with other dignitaries were present at the launching
ceremony at Ranchi, Jharkhand. After the launch, the Union Minister Sh. Arjun Munda and Sh.
G Kishan Reddy visited the Birth Place of Bhagwan Birsa Munda in Jharkhand.
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The Prime Minister also congratulated the people of the state on the Statehood Day of
Jharkhand.
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Later in the day, the Prime Minister attended the Janjatiya Gaurav Divas Maha Sammelan
held at Jamboree Maidan, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
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The tribal artists from across the States performed folk dances showcasing the rich tribal culture
of Madhya Pradesh to welcome the Prime Minister. The PM also inaugurated various exhibits of
self-help groups and tribal products and also visited the photo exhibition of various tribal
freedom fighters. The Prime Minister also launched multiple key initiatives for the welfare of the
tribal community at Janjatiya Gaurav Divas Mahasammelan in Bhopal.
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The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of 50 Eklavya Model Residential
Schools across the country. Recognizing the distinct tribal culture and language of
tribals, Sh. Narendra Modi said, “Under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav (India @ 75) a resolution
has been taken to establish nearly 750 Eklavya Model Residential Schools to support the
education of tribal students. Out of these, a large number of schools are already
functional.” He also highlighted that per-student expenditure borne by Central
Government has increased from approximately Rs. 40,000 per student to more than Rs.
1,00,000 and this would definitely enable tribal students to access quality education
opportunities.

The Union Minister for Tribal Affairs Sh Arjun Munda and Union Minister for Culture, Tourism
and DONER, Sh G. Kishan Reddy took part in the programme from Ranchi for launch of
Birsa Munda Memorial Park cum Freedom Fighter Museum by the Prime Minister.
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Later, they garlanded the statue of Birsa Munda at Birsa Chowk, Ranchi, Jharkhand.
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After that, Sh Arjun Munda and Sh. G. Kishan Reddy paid a visit to the birthplace of Birsa
Munda at Ulihatu in Khunti district, Jharkhand. They garlanded the staute of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda at his Janamsthali and also the statue installed at the Birsa Munda Complex.
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On this occasion, several states undertook special activities to celebrate this initiative. Andhra
Pradesh is holding a five-day state level tribal craft mela (exhibition cum sale) at
Visakhapatnam. Arunachal Pradesh is organising an event-‘Remembering Birsa Munda’ in
EMRS. Assam has organised a health camp on the occasion. Chhattisgarh has organised a
Tribal Craft Mela. Gujarat organised a Traditional Tribal Art & Craft Mela, Tribal Herbal & Food
Mela. They also organised traditional tribal dance event. Jharkhand organised a blood donation
camp, launched 45 books, released primers and grammar books on Malto, Bhumij, Asur and
Birhore, A documentary on Mal Paharia, Banjara, Kondh, Karmali, Karma and Sorhrai. Kerala
organised a work shop on Forest Rights Act. Meghalaya organised a program at Kongthong.
Mizoram organised a spot painting competition on the portrait of Bhagwan Birsa Munda.
Nagaland organised an event on Catapult target hitting. Odisha organised a national webinar on
the contribution of Bhagwan Birsa Munda for the struggle of India’s Freedom. Rajasthan
organised a symposium on the contribution of Tribal Freedom Fighters. Sikkim organised a
blood donation camp. Tamil Nadu organised a workshop on medicinal plants and drawing
competition for tribal youths.

*******
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THE PATH TO RIGHTING HISTORICAL WRONGS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Members of the Irula community playing traditional instruments near Karamadai in Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu.
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The Tamil movie Jai Bhim portrayed the discrimination experienced by the Irula community, the
second largest of the 36 tribal communities in Tamil Nadu. They are traditional healers, snake
and rat catchers, but now primarily migrate to different places to work in brick kilns, rice mills,
etc. Like many Adivasi groups in India, the Irulas also continue to suffer the stigma of criminality
due to the Habitual Offenders Act, 1952, which replaced the colonial Criminal Tribes Act, 1871.
This law is a “crude colonial construct”, which should be repealed at the earliest. The movie
exposed the police atrocities, the insensitivity of Government officials and the struggles faced by
the community.
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The film generated a lot of discussion on the violence and negligence that the Irulas face, but
not on the structural issues with governance and the negation of tribal communities’ concerns.
For instance, a study by Jocelyn I. Lee and Steven A. Wolf in 2018 on the rate of the formal
distribution of rights claims under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, commonly known as the Forest Rights Act, found that
no title rights were issued in Tamil Nadu because of a ban on the issuance of titles by the High
Court till early 2016. The ban was stayed only after the intervention of the Supreme Court.
CM gives away welfare aid to members of Irula, Narikurava communities
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The “development-induced displacement” trajectory adopted by the country has often been at
the expense of the Scheduled Tribes (STs), either by way of exclusion or forced “inclusion” in a
“mainstream” that is completely alien to their “world view” through what the Xaxa Committee in
2014 had called the “ashramisation” of the tribal. Displacement due to the encroachment and
appropriation of land inhabited by STs, which are generally rich in forest and mineral resources,
has been further intensified in the post-liberalisation period due to corporate interests.
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Hence, the makers of the Constitution, even while underlining the importance of sharing the
values of modernity with the STs, who have a great deal of heterogeneity among themselves,
had been careful enough to provide a certain degree of autonomy to them to have a say in their
development pursuit. Nation states have realised that certain elements in the tribal “world view”,
with respect to ecology, language, democracy, equality, property rights, etc., hold important
lessons for human progress and sustainable development. Accordingly, the Fifth and Sixth
Schedules, which are governed by Articles 244 (1) and (2) of the Constitution, provides certain
rights to tribes in the northeast and across India.
The Fifth Schedule had been also termed by the Mungekar Committee in 2009 for tribal
development as a “Constitution within Constitution”. It allows for the creation of Scheduled Areas
by the President of India. Though there are no criteria mentioned regarding the creation of
Scheduled Areas, it has become the norm to use four factors, following the Dhebar Commission
(1960-61), for the creation of these areas: preponderance of the tribes in the population;
compact and reasonable size; underdeveloped nature of the area; and marked disparity in the
economic standards of the people.
Legwork by leader brings basic amenities to an Irula hamlet
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According to the 2011 Census, with a 1.1% ST population in Tamil Nadu, Community
Development (CD) blocks like Kalrayan hills in Viluppuram district, Kolli Hills in Namakkal
district, Yercaud in Salem district and Jawadhu Hills in Tiruvannamalai district have a ST
population of 80%, 96%, 67% and 91%, respectively.
The literacy rate in the four CD blocks range between 44% and 62%, whereas the overall
literacy rate in Tamil Nadu as per the Census was around 80%. The proportion of nonagricultural main workers, an important marker of urbanisation, is less than 10% in three out of
the four CD blocks, whereas it is 60% in Tamil Nadu overall.

A slogan no longer sectarian
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The comparative economic backwardness of the STs living in Tamil Nadu is evident from the
fact that as per the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) in 2015-16, only 55%, 65% and 37%
of ST households compared to 75%, 78% and 61% of all the households in Tamil Nadu had
access to clean fuel, concrete houses and sanitation facilities, respectively. The primary survey
conducted by the Madras Institute of Development Studies in 2014-15 also revealed that the
average size of agricultural land among all landowning sample tribal households in Tamil Nadu
was a mere 1.42 acres with a landlessness of 52%. The landlessness among the Irula and
Paniyan communities was 89% and 68%, respectively.
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These four blocks should be declared Scheduled Areas. Till now, areas with more than 50% ST
population had been declared Integrated Tribal Development Project (ITDP) areas in Tamil
Nadu. With the enforcement of the Fifth Schedule, not only are Panchayati Raj Institutions
reserved for STs under the Panchayat (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, but three
kinds of autonomy are made available to the STs through the gram sabhas: developmental
autonomy pertaining to land alienation, land acquisition, tribal sub-plan, social sector institutions,
etc; autonomy over the resolution of disputes as per tribal laws and customs; and autonomy
over the ownership and management of natural resources.
Additionally, compact tribal areas of reasonable size, constituting villages with no less than 50%
tribal population, can be identified in CD blocks with a significant tribal population to demarcate
new administrative areas, which can then be brought under the purview of the Fifth Schedule by
declaring them Scheduled Areas. This would be only fulfilling a commitment made in 1976 by
the Government of India and reiterated by the Mungekar Committee.

cr

Apart from the Scheduled Areas, villages where STs are in minority but still in sizeable numbers
should be brought under already existing ITDP areas, which are being governed in Tamil Nadu
with the advice of the Tribes Advisory Council (TAC). The TAC is an advisory body and theefourth of its members must be from ST communities.
The Tamil Nadu Government needs to show political will and set aside its electoral interest to
create a self-governed path for tribal development. Of course, these measures alone are not the
panacea to all tribal problems. It should be complemented with clear policies and a plan for tribal
development reflected in the yearly Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP). The formulation of this plan must
include representatives of different tribes in Tamil Nadu. In this context, the promulgation of the
Tamil Nadu State Commission for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Act, 2021, is a
step in the right direction.
C. Lakshmanan is an Associate Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai.
Aparajay is a Research Associate, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai
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NERCRMS BRINGING WAVES OF TRANSFORMATION
IN NORTH EAST REGION OF INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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North Eastern Region Community Resource Management Society (NERCRMS) is a
registered society under the aegis of North Eastern Council, Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region. The society is dedicated towards the transformation of far flung
rural areas of North Eastern Region (NER)of India through different livelihood initiatives.
The society, so far has covered four states of NER viz. Arunachal Pradesh (Changlang,
Tirap andLongdingdistricts), Assam KarbiAnglongand DimaHasaodistricts), Manipur
(Ukhrul, Senapati, Churachandpur andChandeldistricts) and Meghalaya (West Garo Hills
and West Khasi Hills districts). The society, since 1999, has formed 8,403 SHGs (Self Help
Groups) and 2,889 NaRMGs (Natural Resource Management Groups) in 2,532 villages
benefiting 1,18,843 households through its project-North Eastern Region Community
Resource Management Project (NERCORMP).
The overall objective of the project is to “To improve the livelihoods of vulnerable groups in
a sustainable manner through improved management of their resource base in a way that
contributes to preservation and restoration of the environment”.

IA

The society adopted a holistic approach of development with two broad focus areas i.e. (i) social
mobilization, organization and capacity building to tap and realize the great latent potential of the
communities by employing time tested their traditional value systems and culture, and (ii)
Intervene with the economic and social activities and infrastructure with predominant thrust on
income generating activities to achieve economic transformation.
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The strategy adopted to achieve the goals is:

Waves of transformation in North Eastern Region of India
Phase
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Project Villages
Households
NaRMGs
SHGs

NERCORMP - I
860
39161
1012
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3168
NERCORMP - II
460
20826
494
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1589
NERCORMP - III
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1212
58856
1383
3646

2532
118843
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2889
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Total

8403
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Meghalaya and Manipur
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Meghalaya

Assam
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Manipur
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thiscomponentwas toprovidecommunitiesaccess tosafedrinkingwaterandimproved sanitatio
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v ) C o m m u n i t y - b a s e d B i o - d i v e r s i t y C o n s e r v a t i o n
&
Communication:The specificobjectiveis toprotectandpreserve theuniquenaturalresources andrich
bio-diversityoftheregion.Thesub-componentstoachievethis objectivewere:(i)bio-diversity
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researchaimed at promotingcommunityconserved areas(CCAs)assacred groves,
protectedcatchmentareasandsanctuaries,(ii)forestrydevelopmenttopromoteand demonstrate envi
ronmentally sustainable non-timber forest products (NTFP)and forestry production systems, and
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(iii)communication and knowledge management to facilitate information and
knowledge sharing on good practicesand production systems betweencommunities.

*******
MG/RNM
North Eastern Region Community Resource Management Society (NERCRMS) is a
registered society under the aegis of North Eastern Council, Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region. The society is dedicated towards the transformation of far flung
rural areas of North Eastern Region (NER)of India through different livelihood initiatives.
The society, so far has covered four states of NER viz. Arunachal Pradesh (Changlang,
Tirap andLongdingdistricts), Assam KarbiAnglongand DimaHasaodistricts), Manipur
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(Ukhrul, Senapati, Churachandpur andChandeldistricts) and Meghalaya (West Garo Hills
and West Khasi Hills districts). The society, since 1999, has formed 8,403 SHGs (Self Help
Groups) and 2,889 NaRMGs (Natural Resource Management Groups) in 2,532 villages
benefiting 1,18,843 households through its project-North Eastern Region Community
Resource Management Project (NERCORMP).
The overall objective of the project is to “To improve the livelihoods of vulnerable groups in
a sustainable manner through improved management of their resource base in a way that
contributes to preservation and restoration of the environment”.
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The society adopted a holistic approach of development with two broad focus areas i.e. (i) social
mobilization, organization and capacity building to tap and realize the great latent potential of the
communities by employing time tested their traditional value systems and culture, and (ii)
Intervene with the economic and social activities and infrastructure with predominant thrust on
income generating activities to achieve economic transformation.
The strategy adopted to achieve the goals is:

Waves of transformation in North Eastern Region of India
Phase

Households
NaRMGs
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SHGs
NERCORMP - I
860
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Project Villages

39161
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1012
3168

NERCORMP - II
460
20826
494
1589

NERCORMP - III
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researchaimed at promotingcommunityconserved areas(CCAs)assacred groves,
protectedcatchmentareasandsanctuaries,(ii)forestrydevelopmenttopromoteand demonstrate envi
ronmentally sustainable non-timber forest products (NTFP)and forestry production systems, and
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(iii)communication and knowledge management to facilitate information and
knowledge sharing on good practicesand production systems betweencommunities.
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WITH NEP MANDATE, ODISHA BATS FOR TRIBALS’
MOTHER TONGUE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The new National Education Policy lays emphasis on imparting teaching in mother tongue in
primary classes. But when the language-base of Odisha’s adivasi communities is as diverse as
21 spoken languages further divided into 74 dialects, the task appears to be quite onerous.
However, Odisha’s decade-long experiment in multi-lingual education may come in handy to
take up the challenge.
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The ST and SC Development Department of the State government has already started working
on project called ‘Samhati’ to address the language issues faced by tribal students in early
grades or elementary classes. The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research and
Training Institute (SCSTRTI) along with the Academy of Tribal Language and Culture (ATLC),
Bhubaneswar are implementing the project.
The department manages 1,732 residential educational institutions across the State. More than
4.5 lakh tribal and Scheduled Caste students from primary to secondary level with free lodging,
85 boarding facilities are managed by the department. Now under, Samhati, the department
plans to cover approximately 2.5 lakh students in 1,450 primary schools in the State.

IA

In addition, the School and Mass Education department also manages about 1,500 schools in
17 tribal dominated districts where students are taught in tribal languages.
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As many as 3,328 teachers and 222 language teachers are in place to impart teaching in tribal
languages.
Of the 21 languages, Santhali — the only language which has been included in eighth schedule
of Constitution — is taught in its own ol chiki script while rest of tribal languages have Odia
scripts.
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Although it is easy to prescribe mother tongue as medium of instruction up to Class V, it is tough
to implement. Odisha is home to 62 tribal communities including 13 particularly vulnerable tribal
groups (PVTGs), making it the State with the most diverse indigenous communities in India.
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ERROR CORRECTED: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
INTERPRETING POCSO ACT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Supreme Court has done well to correct an egregious error of interpretation committed by a
judge in the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court in holding that sexual assault on a child
victim would require “skin-to-skin” contact. It has set aside two judgments that acquitted two
offenders against children from the graver charge of sexual assault, even while sentencing them
to short prison terms for lesser offences. The High Court had construed Section 7 of the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, pertaining to sexual assault on
children, in such a way that it concluded that the acts for which the accused were charged did
not amount to sexual assault. The Attorney General of India took the initiative to challenge these
two verdicts. The NCW also questioned the Court’s understanding of a POCSO provision,
arguing that the law does not brook the sort of dilution that led to the Court ignoring the basic
fact that the entire Act is aimed at penalising actions rooted in sexual intent. The Supreme Court
showed alacrity and sensitivity in staying the portions of the judgment related to the diluted
interpretation earlier this year. In one case, the act of groping a 12-year-old girl’s breast over her
dress and, in another, the acts preparatory to an assault on a five-year-old were proved in the
trial. Even after accepting these facts, the absence of physical contact with the girl’s body part
was used to absolve the accused of the charge of sexual assault. In the second case, the Court
took a lenient view that the act of “holding the hands of the prosecutrix” and “opening the zip of
the pant” did not fit into the definition of sexual assault.
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It was quite apparent that the High Court’s understanding was flawed and out of sync with the
legislative intent behind the enactment of a stringent law to protect children based on principles
found in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Writing for the Bench, Justice Bela M.
Trivedi has said that restricting the interpretation of the words ‘touch’ or ‘physical contact’ to ‘skin
to skin contact’ would be a narrow and pedantic interpretation of Section 7, and if such a narrow
interpretation is accepted it would frustrate the very object of the Act. The judgment sets right
not only a misinterpretation of the statute but also underscores that the core ingredient of a
sexual offence is the “sexual intent” behind it. While restoring the trial court’s conviction for
‘sexual assault’ in one case, and ‘aggravated sexual assault’ in the other, the apex court has
rejected attempts to interpret a law in favour of the accused when there was no real ambiguity in
it. And in any case, as Justice S. Ravindra Bhat has pointed out in his concurring opinion, an
interpretation should not be destructive of the law’s intention.
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SWACHH SURVEKSHAN AWARD: GOVT DECLARES
INDIA'S CLEANEST CITIES, STATES FOR 2021. CHECK
FULL LIST
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Indore has retained its position for the fifth time in a row. The other cleanest cities in India in the
top-5 positions were--Surat (2), Vijaywada (3), Navi Mumbai (4), and New Delhi, NDMC (5)
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A slew of cities and states have grabbed the center's Swachh Survekshan Awards, presented by
President Ram Nath Kovind on Saturday. In the annual award ceremony, Indore stood as the
cleanest city of the country while Chhattisgarh became bagged the title of 'cleanest states in
India' for this year.
Indore has retained its position for the fifth time in a row. The other cleanest cities in India in the
top-5 positions were--Surat (2), Vijaywada (3), Navi Mumbai (4), and New Delhi, NDMC (5).
On the other hand, Maharashtra's Vita city has been ranked the cleanest city with less than one
lakh population, followed by Lonavala and Sasvad.
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In terms of cleanest states, the second position in the 'cleanest states' category of the Swachh
Survekshan Award 2021' was secured by Maharashtra, followed by Madhya Pradesh (3),
Gujarat (4), and Andhra Pradesh (5). These states have more than 100 urban local bodies.
In the category of states with less than 100 urban local bodies, Jharkhand achieved first,
followed by Haryana and Goa.
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District-wise, Surat was ranked the 'cleanest district', followed by Indore and New Delhi.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's constituency, Varanasi, was adjudged the "cleanest Ganga
town" while Bihar's Munger and Patna clinched second and third spot. Gujarat's Ahmedabad
was conferred with Swachh Survekshan Awards for being the country's cleanest cantonment.
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Uttar Pradesh Noida grabbed two awards under the garbage-free city category and also
emerged as the country's "cleanest medium city" in the category of 3-10 lakh population.
New Delhi Municipal Corporation ranked first in the country's 'cleanest small city' category of 1-3
lakh population while Madhya Pradesh's Hoshangawad achieved the title of country's 'Fastest
Mover small city'.
The award ceremony was organized to recognize the good work done for Swachhata by towns/
cities by states and Union Territories under various initiatives of the Swachh Bharat Mission
(Urban).
President Kovind presented the award in presence of Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri and others at Delhi's Vigyan Bhavan. According to the housing ministry, as
many, as 4,320 cities were covered in 28 days for the survey.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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In what is turning out to be a predictable sequence in the annual ‘Swachh Survekshan’ awards,
Indore was ranked the cleanest city for the fifth year, followed by Surat and Vijayawada.
Chhattisgarh was the cleanest State, for the third time, in the category of ‘States with more than
100 urban local bodies’. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s constituency, Varanasi, won for the
cleanest ‘Ganga city’. The organiser, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, surveyed 4,320
cities for nearly a month and solicited feedback from 4.2 crore people. The metrics (cities) were
garbage disposal, open defecation-free ratings, functionality and maintenance of community
toilets and safe management of faecal sludge. The ‘Survekshan’ awards have a wide range of
categories that segregates cities based on their population. While they attempt to capture the
diversity of urban agglomerations on the other, it is hard to deflect criticism: every State has at
least a few participants who will top one category or the other, thus making the process a giant
appeasement scheme. Along with a category such as ‘States with over 100 urban local bodies
(ULB),’ where Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh were ranked second and third, respectively,
there was also a top ranker for ‘State with less than 100 ULBs’ where Jharkhand was judged the
cleanest. Then there was a category for a ‘Ganga’ city and separate population-wise categories.
This year there was a novel ‘Prerak Daaur Samman’ that saw Indore, Surat, Navi Mumbai, New
Delhi Municipal Council and Tirupati categorised as ‘divya’ (platinum). They were assessed for
solid waste management. Unsurprisingly, these were entities that had already topped ranks in
other categories.
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Rankings serve two broad purposes: a publicity boost and recognition for the other winners but
also motivation to climb higher on the totem pole. Though the number of cities surveyed has
increased since the first edition of the survey in 2016, it appears that the same cities — Indore,
Surat, for instance — keep topping the list. Six years is a good time to take stock of what the
ranking programme intends to achieve: is it motivating cities to significantly allocate resources
towards improving sanitation? Are cleaner cities cleaner because they are better positioned to
access State funds and thus able to pull further away from other cities? Do States focus their
energies and funds in keeping some cities clean to avail of a rank in any of the wide number of
categories? Reducing a metric as complex as sanitation and cleanliness to blunt rankings can
often induce a false sense of progress. Both at the regional level and at the Centre there should
be more qualitative analysis of whether India’s cities are getting cleaner in the aggregate or if
numbers are hiding inequity.
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A secure nation alone provides the atmosphere which ensures personal liberty and privacy of an
individual, the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) on the Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill,
2019, has argued in its report defending the controversial exemption clause that allows the
Government to keep any of its agencies outside the purview of the law. The committee has
retained the clause with a minor change.
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The report on the PDP Bill was adopted on Monday at the committee meeting in Delhi. The
committee has been deliberating on the report since 2019.
Clause 35, in the name of “public order”, “sovereignty”, “friendly relations with foreign states” and
“security of the state”, allowed any agency under the Union Government exemption from all or
any provisions of the law. Six of the 30 members of the committee have filed dissent notes
against the exemption clause. Sources said two more members would be filing a dissent note in
the next few days.
Widely debated
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This was one of the widely debated clauses in the panel meetings, where the members had
argued that “public order” should be removed as a ground for exemption. They had also pressed
for “judicial or parliamentary oversight” for granting such exemptions. The members had also
suggested that “there should be an order in writing with reasons for exempting a certain agency
from the ambit of the Bill”. Some of them had asked that only partial exemption should be given
to the agency if needed.
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The final report that The Hindu has accessed did not accept any of these suggestions, arguing
that there was a need to balance the concerns regarding national security, liberty and privacy of
an individual. Conceding that there could be no easy choice between these concerns, the report
said, “A secure nation alone provides the atmosphere which ensures personal liberty and
privacy of an individual whereas multiple examples exist where without individual liberty and
privacy, national security itself gives rise to autocratic regimes.”
The report noted that this clause was for “certain legitimate purposes” and also said there was
precedent in the form of the reasonable restrictions imposed upon the liberty of an individual, as
guaranteed under Article 19 of the Constitution and the Puttaswamy judgment. At the same
time, the committee expressed concerns with possible misuse. The committee, therefore, said
though the State had rightly been empowered to exempt itself from the application of this Act,
this power may, however, be used only under exceptional circumstances and subject to
conditions as laid out in the Act, the report said.
In one of the longest dissent notes, Congress leader Manish Tiwari rejected the Bill in its present
form in entirety for its design flaw. He raised specific objections to 37 clauses. This included an
objection to the Government exemption clause of 35. He said the Bill created two parallel
universes — one for the private sector where it would apply with full rigour and one for the
Government where it was riddled with exemption, carve outs and escape clauses. “A Bill that
seeks, therefore, to provide blanket exemptions either in perpetuity or even for a limited period
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to the ‘state’ and its instrumentalities, in my estimation is ultra vires of the Fundamental Right to
privacy as laid down by the nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India in Puttaswamy
(2017) judgment,” he said.
‘No adequate safeguards’
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In a joint dissent note, Trinamool Congress leaders Derek O’Brien and Mahua Moitra said the
Bill did not provide adequate safeguards to protect the right to privacy and gave an overboard
exemption to the Government. Clause 35 was open to misuse since it gave unqualified powers
to the Government.
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Among its key recommendations, the committee pitched for stricter regulations for social media
platforms. It recommended that all social media platforms, which did not act as intermediaries,
should be treated as publishers and be held accountable for the content they host, and should
be held responsible for the content from unverified accounts on their platforms.
It said no social media platform should be allowed to operate unless the parent company
handling the technology sets up an office in India and that a statutory media regulatory authority,
on the lines of the Press Council of India, may be set up for the regulation of the contents on all
such platforms irrespective of the platform where their content is published.
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Some of the other recommendations of the committee included development of an alternative
indigenous financial system for cross-border payments on the lines of Ripple (U.S.) and INSTEX
(European Union).
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It has been more than three years since a draft Bill on personal data protection was crafted by
the Justice Srikrishna Committee of experts and submitted to the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology in 2018. Two years since a Joint Parliamentary Committee was set up
to scrutinise another version — the Personal Data Protection Bill (PDPB), 2019 — it was finally
adopted by it on Monday. But as dissent notes submitted by some panel members from the
Opposition point out, the draft falls short of the standards set by the Justice Srikrishna
Committee to build a legal framework based on the landmark judgment, Justice K.S.
Puttaswamy vs Union of India, on privacy. The key divergences from the Justice Srikrishna
Committee’s draft Bill are in the selection of the chairperson and members of the Data
Protection Authority (DPA) which shall protect the interests of data principals and the leeway
provided to the Union government to exempt its agencies from the application of the Act. While
the 2018 draft Bill allowed for judicial oversight, the 2019 Bill relies entirely on members of the
executive government in the selection process for the DPA. In contrast to the 2018 Bill that
allowed for exemptions to be granted to state institutions from acquiring informed consent from
data principals or to process data in the case of matters relating only to the “security of the state”
and also called for a law to provide for “parliamentary oversight and judicial approval of nonconsensual access to personal data”, the 2019 Bill adds “public order” as a reason to exempt an
agency of the Government from the Act, besides only providing for those reasons to be recorded
in writing.
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As JPC member from the Rajya Sabha, the Congress’s Jairam Ramesh, rightly mentions in his
dissent note, the “government must always comply with the Bill’s requirement of fair and
reasonable processing and implementing the necessary safeguards”, which requires that the
exemptions granted in writing should at least be tabled in both Houses of Parliament; but that
was not accepted by the JPC. His note also points out to the dangers of exemption on the
grounds of “public order” as it is susceptible to misuse and not limited to “security of the state”
which is recognised by other data regulations such as Europe’s General Data Protection
Regulation as a viable reason for exemption. In October 2021, the Global Privacy Assembly,
featuring Privacy Commissioners from over 19 countries including those from the European
Union, Japan and the U.K., came up with a clear resolution on principles for government access
to personal data. In its resolution, the Assembly asked for a set of principles on legal basis, the
need for clear and precise rules, proportionality and transparency, data subject rights,
independent oversight, and effective remedies and redress to the individuals affected. As the
JPC’s adoption of the draft Bill and the dissent notes appended to it suggest, it has fallen short
of standards protecting privacy rights of individuals against blanket misuse by the state. It is now
the task of Parliament to tighten the provisions further and bring them in conformance with the
2018 Bill.
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The Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021 was promulgated on November
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14, 2021. It amends the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946. The Act provides for the
constitution of the Delhi Special Police Establishment for investigation of certain offences in any union
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Extension of the Director’s term: The Act provides for the appointment of a Director for the
administration of the Delhi Special Police Establishment. The Director is appointed by the central
government on recommendation of a Committee consisting of the: (i) Prime Minister
(Chairperson), (ii) Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, and (iii) Chief Justice of India (CJI) or a
judge of the Supreme Court nominated by the CJI. Under the Act, the Director has a tenure of
minimum two years. The Ordinance adds that the tenure of the Director may be extended by up
to one year at a time, till the completion of five years from initial date of appointment. Such
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extensions may be granted in public interest, on the recommendation of the Committee.
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The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021 was promulgated on
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September 30, 2021. The Ordinance amends the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act,
1985 to correct a drafting error. The Act regulates certain operations (such as manufacture, transport
and consumption) related to narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

Punishment for financing illicit activities or harbouring persons engaged in them: Under the Act,

S.
co

●

financing certain illicit activities (such as cultivating cannabis, or manufacturing narcotic drugs)
or harbouring persons engaged in them is an offence. Persons found guilty of this offence will be
punished with rigorous imprisonment of at least ten years (extendable up to 20 years) and a fine
of at least one lakh rupees.
●

Drafting error: In 2014, the Act was amended and the clause number of the definition for such
illicit activities was changed. However, the section on penalty for financing these illicit activities
was not amended and continued to refer to the earlier clause number of the definition. The
Ordinance amends the section on penalty to change the reference to the new clause number.
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This amendment will be deemed to have been in effect from May 1, 2014 (i.e., when the 2014

ac
k

amendments came into effect).
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The Central Vigilance Commission (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021 was promulgated on November 14,
2021. It amends the Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003. The 2003 Act provides for the constitution
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of a Central Vigilance Commission to conduct inquiries into offences alleged to have been committed
under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.

Extension of term of the Director of Enforcement: Under the 2003 Act, the Director of Enforcement
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is appointed by the central government, on the recommendation of a Committee. This Committee
is chaired by the Central Vigilance Commissioner, and includes the Secretaries from the
Ministries of Home affairs, and Personnel, and the Revenue Department. The Director of
Enforcement has a tenure of minimum two years. The Ordinance adds that the tenure of the
Director may be extended by up to one year at a time, till the completion of five years from the
initial appointment. Such extensions may be granted in public interest, on the recommendation
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of the Committee.
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Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Union Minister of Electronics & Information Technology,
Government of India, inaugurated today a 3-day workshop titled ‘Aadhaar 2.0- Ushering the
Next Era of Digital Identity and Smart Governance’ commencing from 23rd November, 2021 at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Several dignitaries including Shri Ajay Sawhney, Secretary, Ministry
of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), and Dr. Saurabh Garg, CEO, UIDAI graced the
occasion with active participation from Central and State Ministries.
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On the occasion, Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw said that aadhaar has made a fundamental difference in
lives of millions of people especially those who are at the bottom of pyramid. It has made a
significant difference the way government programs are administered. Adding further to this,
Shri Vaishnaw mentioned about the 3 thoughts/ideas that can be deliberated upon. He raised
the question about raising the question of having international standards for identification given
in the context of globe which is increasingly getting digitalized. Second thought was to make the
Aadhaar services more accessible by building technologies and hardware systems around it.
Talking about the privacy and legal framework with regards to Aadhaar, the Minister said that
today legal framework is settled with Aadhaar Act, Supreme Court judgement and will be further
strengthened by Data Privacy Bill.
Addressing on the occasion, Shri Ajay Prakash Sawhney, Secretary, Ministry of Electronics & IT,
said that Aadhaar has given identity to large number of people who did not any identity earlier.
Aadhaar has shown that a digital identity can be used in several ways than the physical identity
can be used. It has been used in range of services and has helped in bringing financial
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inclusion, broadband and telecom services, direct benefit transfers to the bank account of
citizens in a transparent mamanne
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In a virtual message played during the inaugural event, Shri Nandan Nilekani, Former Chairman,
UIDAI, shared his ideas and message on Aadhaar related aspects. Talking from futuristic
perspective, Shri Nilekani highlighted 3 ideas that can be discussed. These includes role of
Aadhaar in transformation of electrical grid system that requires discoms to be healthy, for which
electricity subsidies to go directly go into the bank accounts of beneficiaries; direct benefit
transfers to the forest residents-for preserving biodiversity and forests; and portability of social
security systems.
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Dr. Saurabh Garg, CEO, UIDAI informed that The Aadhaar 2.0 Workshop is an introspectioncum-exploratory endeavor by UIDAI to analyze the reach of Digital Identity in major reforms and
schemes launched by the Government. It also aims to look into various futuristic aspects of
Digital Identity to achieve universal inclusion, both social as well as financial.
The 3-days event shall provide an excellent opportunity to exchange ideas & information,
promote insightful debates and share experiences about developments and initiatives around
the world around Digital Identity among various stakeholders including:
The workshop will also be telecast live on YouTube, Twitter and Facebook handles of UIDAI.
About ‘Aadhaar 2.0’ Workshop:
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The theme of the workshop series "Aadhaar 2.0 - Ushering the Next Era of Digital Identity and
Smart Governance" is considering Aadhaar as a Trusted ID as a platform and method for
delivering innovative digital solutions. It also focuses on strategies of Aadhaar that can
strengthen and simplify its service delivery. Along with it, the workshop also delivers insights of
evolvements and transition of digital ID. It is also an opportunity to focus on rebuilding more
inclusive systems that allow society as a whole to be more resilient to future shocks, and safety.
The workshop is divided into eight sessions for deliberations on various topics which are
elaborated as:Session 1: Strengthening and Simplifying Enrolment and Update Ecosystem
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Session 2: Digital Identity: A Key to Inclusive Growth and Empowerment
Session 3: Expanding the use of Aadhaar to boost Digital Economy
Session 4: Deploying Trusted Digital Identities - Information Security
Session 5: Aadhaar as an International Digital Identity Standard
Session 6: Legal Aspects of Data Security and Privacy
Session 7: Smart Devices as Universal Authenticator
Session 8: Adoption of New Technologies in Aadhaar
****
RKJ/M
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Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Union Minister of Electronics & Information Technology,
Government of India, inaugurated today a 3-day workshop titled ‘Aadhaar 2.0- Ushering the
Next Era of Digital Identity and Smart Governance’ commencing from 23rd November, 2021 at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Several dignitaries including Shri Ajay Sawhney, Secretary, Ministry
of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), and Dr. Saurabh Garg, CEO, UIDAI graced the
occasion with active participation from Central and State Ministries.
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On the occasion, Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw said that aadhaar has made a fundamental difference in
lives of millions of people especially those who are at the bottom of pyramid. It has made a
significant difference the way government programs are administered. Adding further to this,
Shri Vaishnaw mentioned about the 3 thoughts/ideas that can be deliberated upon. He raised
the question about raising the question of having international standards for identification given
in the context of globe which is increasingly getting digitalized. Second thought was to make the
Aadhaar services more accessible by building technologies and hardware systems around it.
Talking about the privacy and legal framework with regards to Aadhaar, the Minister said that
today legal framework is settled with Aadhaar Act, Supreme Court judgement and will be further
strengthened by Data Privacy Bill.
Addressing on the occasion, Shri Ajay Prakash Sawhney, Secretary, Ministry of Electronics & IT,
said that Aadhaar has given identity to large number of people who did not any identity earlier.
Aadhaar has shown that a digital identity can be used in several ways than the physical identity
can be used. It has been used in range of services and has helped in bringing financial
inclusion, broadband and telecom services, direct benefit transfers to the bank account of
citizens in a transparent mamanne
In a virtual message played during the inaugural event, Shri Nandan Nilekani, Former Chairman,
UIDAI, shared his ideas and message on Aadhaar related aspects. Talking from futuristic
perspective, Shri Nilekani highlighted 3 ideas that can be discussed. These includes role of
Aadhaar in transformation of electrical grid system that requires discoms to be healthy, for which
electricity subsidies to go directly go into the bank accounts of beneficiaries; direct benefit
transfers to the forest residents-for preserving biodiversity and forests; and portability of social
security systems.
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Dr. Saurabh Garg, CEO, UIDAI informed that The Aadhaar 2.0 Workshop is an introspectioncum-exploratory endeavor by UIDAI to analyze the reach of Digital Identity in major reforms and
schemes launched by the Government. It also aims to look into various futuristic aspects of
Digital Identity to achieve universal inclusion, both social as well as financial.
The 3-days event shall provide an excellent opportunity to exchange ideas & information,
promote insightful debates and share experiences about developments and initiatives around
the world around Digital Identity among various stakeholders including:
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The workshop will also be telecast live on YouTube, Twitter and Facebook handles of UIDAI.
About ‘Aadhaar 2.0’ Workshop:
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The theme of the workshop series "Aadhaar 2.0 - Ushering the Next Era of Digital Identity and
Smart Governance" is considering Aadhaar as a Trusted ID as a platform and method for
delivering innovative digital solutions. It also focuses on strategies of Aadhaar that can
strengthen and simplify its service delivery. Along with it, the workshop also delivers insights of
evolvements and transition of digital ID. It is also an opportunity to focus on rebuilding more
inclusive systems that allow society as a whole to be more resilient to future shocks, and safety.
The workshop is divided into eight sessions for deliberations on various topics which are
elaborated as:-
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Session 1: Strengthening and Simplifying Enrolment and Update Ecosystem
Session 2: Digital Identity: A Key to Inclusive Growth and Empowerment
Session 3: Expanding the use of Aadhaar to boost Digital Economy
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Session 4: Deploying Trusted Digital Identities - Information Security
Session 5: Aadhaar as an International Digital Identity Standard
Session 6: Legal Aspects of Data Security and Privacy
Session 7: Smart Devices as Universal Authenticator
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Session 8: Adoption of New Technologies in Aadhaar
****
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The recent Allahabad High Court verdict that a penetrative sexual assault on a 10-year-old boy
by an offender did not amount to an aggravated form of the crime appears to be per incuriam,
that is, a ruling handed down without due regard to the law and facts. The offence that was
proven in the trial, and endorsed without demur by the High Court, involved the child being made
to perform an oral sexual act. The Court agrees that it was a “penetrative sexual assault” as
defined by the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, as the accused had
put his member into the victim’s mouth. However, it did not amount to “aggravated penetrative
sexual assault”, a crime punishable with a minimum prison term of 10 years that can go up to
life, Justice Anil Kumar Ojha has said. Instead, it was punishable under Section 4 of POCSO,
which prescribes a minimum seven years. Accordingly, he reduced the trial court sentence of 10
years in jail to seven years. The High Court is palpably in error, as it failed to note that a sexual
offence takes the character of an aggravated form of the same offence in certain circumstances
under POCSO. The main circumstances involving aggravation given in Section 5 are where the
offender is a police officer, a member of the armed forces, a public servant or someone on the
staff of a jail, remand home, hospital, educational or religious institution, or any place of custody
or care and protection.
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However, these are not the only circumstances. Where the crime involves a group of offenders,
or is done repeatedly, or when it pertains to the use of deadly weapons or causes grievous harm
or injury, or leads to physical or mental incapacitation, pregnancy, or disease, it is also an
aggravated form of the offence. Significantly, Section 5(m) adds “whoever commits penetrative
sexual assault on a child below 12 years” to this list. The High Court seems to have missed
either this legal provision while reducing the sentence, or the fact that the child was about 10
years old when the offence took place. The fact that the convicted person will stay in jail for
seven years will not obviate the deleterious effect of the ruling — that a particular act, amounting
to a penetrative sexual act, does not attract the punishment prescribed for its aggravated form
— will have on lower courts trying similar cases. It is a matter of coincidence that this ruling
came from the Allahabad High Court on the same day as the Supreme Court’s judgment
underscoring the importance of not diluting the gravity of an offence against a child by ignoring
the plain meaning of POCSO’s provisions. The verdict in Sonu Kushwaha vs State of U.P. is a fit
case for review, as it seems to be based on an error of law.

Our code of editorial values
U.S. President Biden should not buckle to pressure from irate anti-vaccine campaigners
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 143
Source : www.prsindia.org

Date : 2021-11-25

THE TRAFFICKING OF PERSONS (PREVENTION,
PROTECTION AND REHABILITATION) BILL, 2018

m

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

Highlights of the Bill

●
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The Bill creates a law for investigation of all types of trafficking, and rescue, protection and
rehabilitation of trafficked victims.
The Bill provides for the establishment of investigation and rehabilitation authorities at the
district, state and national level. Anti-Trafficking Units will be established to rescue victims
and investigate cases of trafficking. Rehabilitation Committees will provide care and
rehabilitation to the rescued victims.
The Bill classifies certain purposes of trafficking as ‘aggravated’ forms of trafficking. These
include trafficking for forced labour, bearing children, begging, or for inducing early sexual
maturity. Aggravated trafficking attracts a higher punishment.
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●

The Bill sets out penalties for several offences connected with trafficking. In most cases, the
penalties set out are higher than the punishment provided under prevailing laws.
Key Issues and Analysis
●

Certain forms of trafficking specified in the Bill (like forced labour and sexual exploitation)
are also covered by existing laws. Some provisions of the Bill are different from provisions
for similar circumstances in such laws. As these laws are not being repealed, there may be
uncertainty in the implementation of the Bill.
The Bill punishes an owner or lessor of a premise if he knowingly allows trafficking to be
carried out on the premise. Under the Bill, the owner or lessor is presumed to have
knowledge of the offence, unless they can prove otherwise. This provision may violate
Article 21 of the Constitution.
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The Bill provides immunity to a victim only if he commits an offence punishable with
imprisonment of more than ten years and not for lesser offences. The high threshold may
defeat the purpose for providing immunity.
The Bill provides for punishment of persons who distribute or publish material which may
lead to trafficking. It is unclear as to how it will be determined if the act is likely to result in
trafficking.
The Bill classifies certain forms of trafficking as ‘aggravated’, which attract a higher
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punishment than other forms. Therefore, the punishment for some of the aggravated
offences such as begging is higher than the punishment for some other offences such as
slavery.
PART A: HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BILL
Context
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In India, trafficking is primarily an offence under the Indian Penal Code, 1860. It defines
trafficking as (i) recruitment, (ii) transportation, (iii) harbouring, (iv) transfer, or (v) receipt of a
person for exploitation by use of certain forceful means. In addition, there are also other laws
which regulate trafficking for specific purposes. For instance, the Immoral Traffic (Prevention)
Act, 1986 deals with trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation. Similarly, the Bonded
Labour Regulation Act, 1986 and Child Labour Regulation Act, 1986 deal with exploitation for
bonded labour. Each of these laws operate independently, have their own enforcement
machinery and prescribe penalties for offences related to trafficking.
Table 1: Victims rescued by type of purpose of trafficking
(as a
%)
Forced labour 10509 45.5
Prostitution 4980 21.5
Other forms
of sexual
2590 11.5
exploitation
Domestic
412 1.8
servitude
Forced
349 1.5
marriage
Petty crimes 212 0.9
Child
162 0.7
pornography
Begging
71
0.3
Drug
8
0
peddling
Removal of
2
0
organs
Other
3824 16.5
reasons
Total
23117 100
Persons
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2016
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Purpose

Source: Human Trafficking, Crime in India, 2016, National Crime Records Bureau.
According to the National Crime Records Bureau, a total of 8,132 cases of human trafficking
were reported in India in 2016 under the Indian Penal Code, 1860.[1] This is 15% increase from
the number of cases reported in the previous year. In the same year (2016), 23,117 trafficking
victims were rescued. Of these, the highest number of persons were trafficked for forced labour
(45.5%), followed by prostitution (21.5%). Table 1 provides details of persons trafficked for
various purposes (as of 2016).
In 2011, India ratified the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organised Crimes,
2000, including its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in person.[2] In 2015,
pursuant to an order of the Supreme Court, the Ministry of Women and Child Development
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constituted a Committee to examine the feasibility of a comprehensive legislation on
trafficking.[3]
The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 was introduced
in Lok Sabha by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Ms. Maneka Gandhi on July
18, 2018 and passed in that House on July 26, 2018. The Bill provides for the prevention,
rescue, and rehabilitation of trafficked persons.
Key Features

●
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Definition of Trafficking: The Bill defines trafficking to mean: (i) recruitment, (ii)
transportation, (iii) harbouring, (iv) transfer, or (v) receipt of a person for exploitation,
by using certain means. These means are the use of threat, force, abduction, fraud,
deception, abuse of power or through inducement. Exploitation includes physical or
sexual exploitation, slavery, or forced removal of organs.
Aggravated Trafficking: The Bill also classifies certain purposes of trafficking as
‘aggravated’ forms of trafficking. These include trafficking for the purposes of: (i)
forced labour, (ii) bearing children, (iii) inducing early sexual maturity by
administering chemical substances or hormones, or (iv) begging. The punishment
for aggravated trafficking is higher than for simple trafficking.
Rescue and Investigation: The Bill sets up various authorities at the district, state and
national levels for rescue of trafficked persons and investigation of offences.
At the district level, the state government will appoint anti-trafficking police officers and
constitute Anti-Trafficking Units for one or more districts to rescue persons and investigate
offences. Rescued persons will be produced before a Magistrate or Child Welfare
Committee (in case of child victims). The authorities are required to close the investigation
of the offence within a period of 90 days from the date of registration of the FIR. The
functions of the district authorities will be monitored by a District Police Nodal Officer, to be
appointed by the state government.
At the state level, the state government will appoint a nodal office to: (i) combat trafficking in
the state, (ii) monitor functioning of district anti-trafficking officers, and (iii) coordinate and
monitor inter-state and trans-border transfer of victims, witnesses, evidence, and offenders.
The District Police Nodal Office will report to the state nodal officer.
At the national level, the central government will constitute a National Anti-Trafficking
Bureau, which may take over investigation of cases referred to it by two or more states.
Protection and rehabilitation: The Bill requires the central or state government to set
up Protection Homes, to provide shelter, food, counselling, and medical services to
victims. Further, the central or state government will maintain Rehabilitation Homes
in each district, to provide long-term rehabilitation to the victims. The Bill requires
the central and state governments to set up anti-trafficking committees at the district,
state and national levels to ensure the rehabilitation of victims.
Once the district anti-trafficking authorities rescue a person, they are required to inform the
district anti-trafficking committee about the rescue operations. The committee will then
provide interim relief and rehabilitation services to the rescued persons. The district
committee will also: (i) pass directions to Protection and Rehabilitation Homes to ensure
protection, rehabilitation and restoration of victims, and (ii) facilitate inter-state repatriation of
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The Bill states that its provisions will be read in conjunction with other laws and its provisions will
apply only in the case of any inconsistency. Key features of the Bill include:

●

●

●
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victims subjected to bonded labour.
At the state level, the anti-trafficking committee is responsible for: (i) arranging training and
sensitization of personnel, and (ii) providing assistance and inputs for prevention of
offences, especially ones having inter-state ramifications or features of an organized crime.
At the national level, the anti-trafficking committee is responsible for: (i) ensuring relief and
rehabilitation to victims through concerned ministries and statutory bodies, (ii) seeking
reports from appropriate government, and state and district anti-trafficking committees on
quality of services and functioning of Homes, and (iii) monitoring the Rehabilitation Fund.
Rehabilitation of victims will not be dependent on criminal proceedings being initiated
against the accused, or the outcome of the proceedings. The central government will also
create a Rehabilitation Fund, which will be used to set up Protection and Rehabilitation
Homes.
Preventive Measures: The district and state anti-trafficking committees will undertake
measures to protect and prevent vulnerable persons from being trafficked. These
measures include: (i) facilitating implementation of livelihood and educational
programmes for vulnerable communities, (ii) facilitating implementation of various
government programmes and schemes for prevention of trafficking, and (iii)
developing law and order framework to ensure prevention of trafficking.
Special Courts: The Bill provides for setting up designated courts in each district,
which will seek to complete trial of trafficking cases within a year.
Penalties: The Bill specifies various penalties. Key penalties are specified in Table 2.
All offences are cognizable (i.e. police officer can arrest without a warrant) and nonbailable. Note that if a person is found guilty under the Bill and also under any other
law, the punishment which is higher will apply.
Table 2: Punishment for offences under the Bill
●

●
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Punishment
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Offence
Direct Offences
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●
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Trafficking

Aggravated Forms of
Trafficking
Repeat Trafficker of
Aggravated Offences
Buying or selling persons
Trafficking with the aid of
media
Connected Offences
Manager of premises of
trafficking
Owner/Occupier of

Trafficking of one person: Imprisonment of 7-10
years, and fine;
Trafficking of more than one person: Imprisonment
of 10 years to life, and fine; Trafficking of minor:
Imprisonment of 10 years to life imprisonment, and
fine;
Trafficking of more than one minor: life
imprisonment, and fine;
Trafficking involving public servant or public official:
life imprisonment, and fine.
Imprisonment of 10 years to life imprisonment, and
fine of at least Rs 1,00,000.
Life Imprisonment, and fine of at least Rs 2,00,000.
Imprisonment of 7-10 years, and fine of at least Rs
1,00,000.
Imprisonment of 7-10 years, and fine of at least Rs
1,00,000.
First time conviction: Imprisonment of up to 5 years
with fine of up to Rs 1,00,000;
Subsequent conviction: at least 7 years with fine of
up to Rs 2,00,000.
First time conviction: up to 3 years imprisonment
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with fine of up to Rs 1,00,000; Subsequent
conviction: at least 5 years with fine of up to Rs
2,00,000.

premises of trafficking

Publication or distribution of
Imprisonment of 5 - 10 years, and fine of Rs 50,000
obscene material which
– 1,00,000.
may lead to trafficking
First time conviction: fine of minimum Rs 50,000;
Omission of Duty by an
Subsequent conviction: up to one year imprisonment
authority
with fine of at least Rs 1,00,000.

Attachment and Confiscation: The Bill permits attachment of property if there is an
apprehension of commission of an offence. Upon conviction, such properties shall
be forfeited to the government. The government may sell the properties and remit the
sale proceeds to the Rehabilitation Fund.

S.
co

●

m

Sources: Indian Penal Code, 1860; The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018; PRS.

PART B: KEY ISSUES AND ANALYSIS

Comparison of existing laws and provisions under the Bill
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Presently, there are several laws which deal with specific forms of trafficking For instance, the
Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1986 covers trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation while
the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 deals with punishment for employment of
bonded labour. These laws specify their own enforcement mechanism. As per the Statement of
Objects and Reasons of the Bill, the Bill intends to serve as a comprehensive law to deal with all
cases of trafficking. However, the Bill continues to also retain all existing laws on trafficking.
This may create a parallel legal framework and enforcement machinery to deal with trafficking in
certain cases. Since each of these laws have different procedures, there could be confusion as
to which procedure to apply in such cases of trafficking.
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For instance, under the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1986, Protective Homes have been set
up for rehabilitation of trafficked victims of sexual exploitation. The Bill also contemplates setting
up of Protection Homes. When a victim of sexual exploitation is rescued, it is unclear as to
which of these Homes she will be sent to. Also, each of these laws designate special courts to
hear offences. The question arises as to which of these courts will hear the case. A comparison
of some of these laws and the Bill is provided in Table 3. Note that the Bill clarifies that the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 will apply to rehabilitation of
children.
Table 3: Comparison of trafficking under the current Bill with other laws
Feature

2018 Bill
●

Purpose
of
trafficking

Any
purpose
including
for bonded
labour, or
sexual
exploitatio

Bonded
Labour Act

Immoral
Traffic Act
●

●

Exploitatio
n of
persons
as bonded
labour.

Traffickin
g for
commerci
al sexual
exploitatio
n.

Juvenile
Justice Act

IPC
●

●

Children
at risk of
trafficking

Any
purpose
including
for
slavery or
sexual
exploitatio
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n.
●

Rescue
and
Investigati
on

AntiTrafficking
Police
Officer and
Anti
Trafficking
Units to
investigate
offences
and rescue
persons.

●

●

●

Vigilance
committee
s focus on
providing
economic
rehabilitati
on, and
credit to
freed
labour.
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·
Protection
Homes to
provide care
and
rehabilitation.
Relief and
·
Also
Rehabilitat
provides for
ion
Rehabilitation
Homes to
provide longterm
rehabilitation.

State
governme
nt may
empower
Executive
Magistrate
to hear
cases**
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●

●

●

Child
Welfare
Police
Officers
investigat
e
offences
and
rescue
children.

Protective
Homes
provide
for care
and
rehabilitat
ion. Also
provides
intermedi
ate safe
custody
of victims.

●

Child
Welfare
Committe
e decides
whether
to send
the child
to his
parents or
a
rehabilitat
ion
home.

●

●
●

Special
Court
hears
cases

●

Special
Court
hears
cases

Not
provided.

No
special
court
designate
d.
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Adjudicati
on

Special
Court to
hear
cases.

Traffickin
g Police
Officers
to
investigat
e
offences
and
rescue
persons.

m

●

District
Magistrate
implement
s the Act
(including
ensuring
investigati
on of
offences
and
rescue of
persons).
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n.
Police
officers
(including
anti
human
trafficking
units)
investigat
e
offences
and
rescue
persons.

Sources: 2018 Bill; Indian Penal Code, 1860; The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956;
Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976; The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015; Project on “Strengthening The Law Enforcement Response In India Against
Trafficking In Persons Through Training And Capacity Building”, Ministry of Home Affairs; PRS.
** In Hanumantsing Kubersing vs. State of Madhya Pradesh (1996 (0) MPLJ 389), the MP High
Court struck down the provision conferring judicial power on an executive magistrate as
unconstitutional for violating separation of powers between executive and judiciary.
Penalties and Offences
The Bill specifies penalties for various offences including for (i) trafficking of persons, (ii)
aggravated trafficking (such as, for bonded labour and begging), and (iii) promotion of
trafficking.
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Whether the burden of proof on an owner of premises is a violation of Article 21
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The Bill punishes an owner if he knowingly allows the offence of trafficking to be carried out on
his premise. Under the Bill, it is presumed that the owner had knowledge of the commission of
the offence on his premise. The burden is placed on him to prove that he did not have such
knowledge. In criminal cases, usually the prosecution has the onus to prove the guilt of an
accused beyond all reasonable doubt. The Bill reverses this burden of proof. There are other
laws, where the burden of proof on the owner is reversed, but those laws contain safeguards.
This Bill does not have such safeguards. The question is whether this provision of the Bill
violates Article 21 because it places the burden of proof on the accused without safeguards
found in other similar laws.[4] Article 21 states that no person can be deprived of their right to
life or personal liberty, except by law. Courts have interpreted this to say that any law or
procedure established should be fair and reasonable.[5]
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The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1986 provides an example where the burden of proof on
the owner is reversed. It punishes an owner if he knowingly permits his premise to be used as a
brothel. The Act has some safeguards. That is, it presumes knowledge on the part of the owner
only if: (i) a newspaper report is published to report that the premises have been found to be
used for prostitution, or (ii) a copy of all things found during the search of the premise are given
to the person. Similarly, the Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 punishes an
owner for knowingly permitting the premise to be used for committing an offence under the Act.
Again, knowledge is presumed only if the prosecution can prove that the accused was
connected with the circumstances of the case. Using this rationale, Courts have held that
owners of trucks (used for transporting drugs) cannot be presumed to know that an offence is
being committed only on the basis of their ownership of the truck.[6] Knowledge may be
presumed where, for instance, the prosecution was able to also prove that the owner was driving
the vehicle in which the drugs were transported.[7]
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Rationale for presuming guilt of accused for certain classes of victims is unclear
The Bill punishes a person who commits, aids or abets commission of offences related to
trafficking of persons. Under the Bill, if the victim is a woman, a child, or a mentally/physically
disabled person, it is presumed that the accused person committed the offence. That is, in such
cases, the burden of proof is on the accused person to show that he is not guilty. There are two
issues to consider here.
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First, it is not clear why the burden of proof is reversed in these cases. Second, it is not clear
why there is a distinction between women, children and disabled persons on the one hand and
adult males on the other.
Threshold for claiming victim immunity may be too high
The Bill provides immunity to a victim who commits an offence punishable with death, life
imprisonment or imprisonment for 10 years. Further, such an offence must have been
committed under: (i) coercion, intimidation, or undue influence, and (ii) where there is a
reasonable apprehension of death or grievous injury. This raises two issues.
Immunity may be desirable to ensure that trafficked persons are not prosecuted for their
involvement in crimes which are a direct consequence of them being trafficked.[8] However, the
Bill provides immunity only for serious crimes. For instance, a trafficked victim who commits
murder under coercion of his traffickers may be able to claim immunity from being tried for
murder. However, if a trafficked victim commits petty theft (e.g. pickpocketing) under coercion of
his traffickers, he will not be able to claim immunity.
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Second, the immunity is only available when the victim can show that the offence was
committed under coercion, threat, intimidation or undue influence, and there was a reasonable
apprehension of death or injury, at the time of committing the offence. Therefore, it may be
argued that the threshold to claim immunity from prosecution may be too high and may defeat
the purpose for providing such immunity.
Offence relating to solicitation and publication of obscene photos may be broad
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The Bill punishes those persons whose activities ‘may’ lead to trafficking of persons. These
activities include: (i) electronic publication or solicitation, (ii) taking or distributing of obscene
photographs or videos, or (iii) solicitation of tourists. Persons convicted under the offence may
be imprisoned for a term of a minimum of five years up to 10 years, along with fine of a minimum
of Rs 50,000 up to one lakh rupees. The Bill does not require the offender to show ‘intent’ to
commit trafficking. Therefore, it is unclear as to how it will be determined if the act is likely to
result in trafficking.
Rationale for punishing acts unconnected with trafficking unclear
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Under the Bill, distribution or sale of material showing sexual exploitation or assault for the
purpose of extortion, coercion, or unlawful gains, is punishable with imprisonment of three to
seven years and fine of at least one lakh rupees. The provision does not require an association
of such acts with the commission of an offence of trafficking. It is unclear as to why the Bill
mandates punishment for acts which may not bear any connection with trafficking of persons.
Note that Section 383 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 deals with the offence of extortion and
punishes it with imprisonment of up to three years and/or fine.
Rationale for gradation of punishment unclear
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The Bill classifies some forms of trafficking as aggravated trafficking. Aggravated trafficking
includes trafficking for the purposes of forced labour, begging, child bearing or by causing
grievous hurt. Physical or sexual exploitation, slavery and forced removal of organs are not
included as aggravated trafficking. While simple trafficking attracts an imprisonment between
seven and ten years, aggravated trafficking attracts a minimum imprisonment of ten years up to
life imprisonment. It may be argued that the punishment for some of the aggravated offences
may not be proportionate when compared to the punishment for the offences of simple
trafficking. For example, trafficking for the purposes of begging attracts a higher term of
imprisonment than forced removal of organs or sexual exploitation.
Further, the Bill states that whoever ‘hires’ a person for trafficking will be punished with
imprisonment between three to five years along with a fine of at least one lakh rupees.
However, under the Bill, the definition of a trafficker includes persons who ‘recruit’ other persons
for exploitation. Such persons may be imprisoned up to seven years along with fine. It is
unclear why the punishment for a ‘hirer’ and ‘recruiter’ are different.
Comparison of punishment under the Bill with other laws
The Bill specifies various penalties in connection with the offence of trafficking. If a person is
found guilty under the Bill and also under any other law, the punishment which is higher will
apply. Table 4 compares the penalties prescribed under some of these laws with the penalties
prescribed under the Bill. Note that in most cases, the punishment provided under the Bill is
higher than the punishment provided under other laws.
Table 4: Comparison of punishment under the Bill and other laws
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Offence

Penalty under the Bill

Penalty under Existing Laws
ITPA: Trafficking for prostitution
is punishable under difference
offences, ranging from
imprisonment of 3-14 years, and
fine.
●

●

●

Sexual exploitation
of trafficked person
●

Compelling a
person to perform
bonded labour

Imprisonment of 710 years, and fine.
Imprisonment of 710 years, and fine of
at least Rs 1,00,000.
Imprisonment of 10
years up to life
imprisonment, and
fine.

●

●

●

●

Imprisonment of 10
years up to life
imprisonment, and
fine.

●
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Trafficking of
minors

BLSAA: Imprisonment of up to 3
years, and fine of up to Rs 2,000.
ITPA: Trafficking a minor
(between 16-18 years) for
prostitution is punishable
Imprisonment of 7-14 years, and
fine.
ITPA: Trafficking a minor (below
16 years) for prostitution is
punishable with imprisonment of
7 years up to life imprisonment,
and fine.
IPC: Procuring a minor girl
(below 18 years) or importing a
foreign girl (below 21 years) for
sexual exploitation is punishable
with imprisonment of up to 10
years, and fine.
JJ Act: Compelling a minor to
perform bonded labour is
punishable with imprisonment of
up to 5 years, and fine of one lakh
rupees.
IPC: Imprisonment of up to five
years, and fine of one lakh
rupees.
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●

IPC: Imprisonment of 3-5 years,
and fine.

m

Trafficking for
prostitution

●

Imprisonment of 710 years, and fine of
at least Rs 1,00,000.
Imprisonment of 10
Trafficking by
years up to life
IPC: Imprisonment of up to 10
administering
imprisonment, and
years, and fine.
narcotic drug
fine.
Imprisonment of 10
years up to life
IPC: Imprisonment of up to 10
Kidnapping for
marriage
imprisonment, and
years, and fine.
fine.
Notes: IPC - Indian Penal Code, 1860; ITPA - The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956;
BLSAA - Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976; JJ Act – Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015; PRS.
●

●
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Buying or selling
minors

●

●

●

●
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DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information. You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgement of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”). The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s). PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete. PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group. This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
receive it.
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GOVT. TO REVISIT INCOME CRITERION FOR EWS
QUOTA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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In a previous hearing, the apex court had expressed its annoyance at the Government for not
filing an affidavit explaining how it reached the Rs. 8 lakh figure to identify the EWS category.
“Tell us if you want to revisit the criteria or not. If you want us to discharge our duties, then we
are ready to do so. We are formulating questions... you need to answer them,” Justice
Chandrachud had said.

Our code of editorial values

S.
co

“You cannot just pick Rs. 8 lakh out of the thin air and fix it as a criterion. There has to be some
basis, some study. Tell us whether any demographic study or data was taken into account in
fixing the limit. How do you arrive at this exact figure? Can the Supreme Court strike down the
criteria if no study was undertaken?” the court had asked the Government. In a hearing on
October 7, the Government had assured the court that it would file an affidavit on oath
explaining the reasons and statistics which led to the figure as the annual income criterion.

IA

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 154
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2021-11-26

MEASURING PROGRESS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
THE LESSONS OF NATIONAL FAMILY HEALTH
SURVEY-5
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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A periodic assessment of health and social development indicators is crucial for any country that
is still clawing its way towards achieving ideal standards in the Human Development Index.
While the results of the NFHS are usually mixed, and improvements in certain sectors ride along
with stagnation and deterioration in other sectors, this year, there have been radical
improvements in maternal and child health, sex ratio and population control. A greater proportion
of births than ever before is now happening in institutions, more children in the 12-23 months
age group have received their vaccinations, and, most interestingly, India has achieved a total
fertility rate of 2.0, dropping further from the figure of 2.2 during NFHS-4, indicating that India
has contained the population explosion. Policies, some even coercive, as in the case of the
family planning sector, seem to have borne fruit, years after they were implemented. While
gender ratio has, for the first time, recorded more women per 1,000 men, gender ratio at birth in
the last five years still underlines the persistence of a deep-rooted son preference, one that has
to be countered, through policy and law. There are other areas too, specially in the case of
childhood nutrition where marginal gains in say, wasting and severe wasting, are deemed
insufficient, and require renewed corrective efforts. The impact of the pandemic may also be
noted, the disruption it caused to services such as balanced nutrition for children must be
acknowledged, while this set of circumstances underscores the need for building resilient and
fortified systems capable of delivering in the most trying circumstances. Having measured blood
sugar and hypertension in the population for the first time, NFHS-5 highlighted the looming
threat from lifestyle diseases.
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This massive exercise that covered, this year, over six lakh households across the country, aims
at providing data that will help shape the policies in a manner that will correct deficiencies, and
ensure equitable access to services, particularly those with impact on social determinants that
improve the quality of life. State-level indices are also released, to provide comparisons, but also
to allow States to launch course correction, or to be inspired by success stories in other regions.
Inputs on marriage and fertility, family planning, access to education and health services are
provided by the NFHS, arguably second only to the exhaustive data that the decennial
population census throws up. States need to treat it as such, and while they might dispute some
assessments, the greater idea is to recognise it as a matrix to work on, to improve the
development indicators further. Meanwhile, the Centre too must not treat it as a mere
stocktaking exercise, but harness the opportunities the NFHS provides for launching reform or
re-assessing certain policies without using it as a political tool in a federal set up.
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INDIA HAS MORE WOMEN THAN MEN FOR THE FIRST
TIME ON RECORD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

India has more women than men for the first time on record, according to government data that
also showed a slowing birthrate in the world's second-most populous nation.

m

Parents in India have historically favoured sons over daughters, who are often considered
burdensome and costly due to the tradition of wedding dowries.
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Sex-selective abortions have been outlawed but the practice has persisted, and national
population data has consistently recorded one of the world's highest ratios of men to women.
But the latest National Family and Health Survey, released by the health ministry on
Wednesday, recorded 1,020 women per 1,000 men after two years of research.
This is the first time any significant government population survey has shown more women than
men in India, dating back to the first national census in 1876.

IA

"The improvement in total sex ratio is positive and a step in the right direction but much still
needs to be done towards gender equality," Population Foundation of India (PFI) health scientist
Sanghamitra Singh told AFP.
The difference is explained by womens' longer life expectancy, with more boys still being born
than girls -- 1,000 males for every 929 females.
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"That could indicate some degree of son preference," Singh said.
The data also showed India's fertility rate had fallen to two children per woman, down from 2.2 in
the last survey from 2015-16.
That figure is below the replacement level needed to maintain population levels, which PFI
hailed as a "significant feat for the country's family-planning programme".
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India is home to around 1.3 billion people and UN projections forecast the country's population
to overtake China later this decade.
The survey's data was drawn from around 600,000 households across India.
Singh said a clearer picture would emerge after India completed its Covid-delayed census,
originally due for publication this year.
This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
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bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
END
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CENTRE CONSTITUTES A ‘GROUP OF FOOD
SECRETARIES’ FROM STATES ALONG WITH SENIOR
OFFICERS OF CENTRAL GOVT. TO DELIBERATE ON
THE FRAMEWORK OF THE COMMUNITY KITCHENS
SCHEME
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues
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Centre has constituted a "Group of Food Secretaries" from States along with Senior officers of
Central Govt to deliberate on the framework of the Community Kitchens Scheme.
While announcing the Constitution of ‘Group of Secretaries’ Shri Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of
Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Textiles and Commerce & Industry today affirmed
that Community Kitchens scheme needs to be prepared- which is simple, transparent and in the
benefit of people. Shri Goyal said, “We should have empathy towards poor of the country and
should ensure collective resolve to run successful and transparent food programmes to ensure
proper nutrition to children”.
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Addressing the all India Food Ministers meeting, here today, Shri Goyal stated that PMGKAY is
probably the world’s largest food programme undertaken, during COVID period. He said no one
in the country was deprived of food grains. ‘The credit goes to all present here, and specially our
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji”. It should be our resolve that quality food grain should
reach the beneficiaries in all parts of the country,” he said.

Thanking all the States for coordinating with the Centre to ensure that food grain distribution
goes on smoothly, the Minister stated that it was a huge achievement that even during the peak
of COVID-19, we did not allow any food shortages to occur. He said it is the result of collective
efforts that no case of death due to starvation has been reported during the pandemic.
Shri Goyal said that it should be our resolve that quality food grain should reach the deserving
beneficiaries in all parts of the country on the basis of need for focused and identified set of
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people who are vulnerable especially women and children including homeless, slum dwellers,
workers on industrial and construction sites.
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During the pandemic, Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) has proved to be a
boon. Shri Goyal informed that more than 80 crore beneficiaries have been provided free food
grains ensuring #HarGharAnn. This shows the sensitivity of PM’s big heart to provide hope to
people.
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The next meeting at the officers’ level shall be held virtually on 29th November to deliberate on
the framework proposal.

Expressing delight at the extension of PMGKAY till March 2022, Shri Goyal said that the
government will incur an expenditure of Rs.2.6 lakh crore in PMGKAY from Phase I-V, which will
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begin from Dec 1, 2021 after the completion of Phase 4. Referring to the crucial agendas of
today’s meeting, the Minister said that Model Community Kitchens Scheme, in the context of
directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court and One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) with
regard to status of implementation across various states (enabled in 34 States/UTs), Aadhaar
seeding of Ration Cards and Biometrically authenticated FPS transactions will be discussed.
Talking about the Model Community Kitchen Scheme, he said Community Kitchen will be of the
community, run by the community & for the welfare of the community.
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The Minister urged that it needs to be built on 4 pillars of Quality, Hygiene, Reliability & Spirit of
Service. It will help us realize the goal that no one Sleeps Hungry, he added.
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Shri Goyal further stated, “Productivity is never an accident. It is always the result of a
commitment to excellence, intelligent planning, and focused effort” He said that India is
celebrating 75 weeks of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and in these remaining weeks of the
mahotsav, “Let’s discuss ideas to make India Aatmanirbhar in meeting its food requirements”, he
urged.
The Group of Food Secretaries include Food Secretaries from 8 states of Kerala, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Assam, Bihar, West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh. The Food Secretary of
Madhya Pradesh will be heading the Group.
Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey and Secretary Department of Food and
Public Distribution, Shri Sudhanshu Pandey participated in the meeting.
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Food ministers who attended the event were Food Minister of Bihar Smt. Leshi Singh, Food
Minister of Delhi Shri Imran Hussain, Food Minister of Gujarat (MoS) Gajendra Singh Parmar,
Food Minister of Himachal Pradesh Shri Rajinder Garg, Food Minister of Kerala Shri GR Anil,
Food Minister of Punjab Shri Bharat Bhushan Ashu, Food Minister of Tamil Nadu Shri Thiru R.
Sakkarapani, Food Minister of Uttar Pradesh Shri Ranvendra Pratap Singh and Food Minister of
Puducherry Shri AK Sai J. Sarvanakumar.
Besides, Secretaries and other senior officers from various states were present at the meeting.
********
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Centre has constituted a "Group of Food Secretaries" from States along with Senior officers of
Central Govt to deliberate on the framework of the Community Kitchens Scheme.
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While announcing the Constitution of ‘Group of Secretaries’ Shri Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of
Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Textiles and Commerce & Industry today affirmed
that Community Kitchens scheme needs to be prepared- which is simple, transparent and in the
benefit of people. Shri Goyal said, “We should have empathy towards poor of the country and
should ensure collective resolve to run successful and transparent food programmes to ensure
proper nutrition to children”.
Addressing the all India Food Ministers meeting, here today, Shri Goyal stated that PMGKAY is
probably the world’s largest food programme undertaken, during COVID period. He said no one
in the country was deprived of food grains. ‘The credit goes to all present here, and specially our
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji”. It should be our resolve that quality food grain should
reach the beneficiaries in all parts of the country,” he said.
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Thanking all the States for coordinating with the Centre to ensure that food grain distribution
goes on smoothly, the Minister stated that it was a huge achievement that even during the peak
of COVID-19, we did not allow any food shortages to occur. He said it is the result of collective
efforts that no case of death due to starvation has been reported during the pandemic.
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Shri Goyal said that it should be our resolve that quality food grain should reach the deserving
beneficiaries in all parts of the country on the basis of need for focused and identified set of
people who are vulnerable especially women and children including homeless, slum dwellers,
workers on industrial and construction sites.

During the pandemic, Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) has proved to be a
boon. Shri Goyal informed that more than 80 crore beneficiaries have been provided free food
grains ensuring #HarGharAnn. This shows the sensitivity of PM’s big heart to provide hope to
people.
The next meeting at the officers’ level shall be held virtually on 29th November to deliberate on
the framework proposal.
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Expressing delight at the extension of PMGKAY till March 2022, Shri Goyal said that the
government will incur an expenditure of Rs.2.6 lakh crore in PMGKAY from Phase I-V, which will
begin from Dec 1, 2021 after the completion of Phase 4. Referring to the crucial agendas of
today’s meeting, the Minister said that Model Community Kitchens Scheme, in the context of
directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court and One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) with
regard to status of implementation across various states (enabled in 34 States/UTs), Aadhaar
seeding of Ration Cards and Biometrically authenticated FPS transactions will be discussed.
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Talking about the Model Community Kitchen Scheme, he said Community Kitchen will be of the
community, run by the community & for the welfare of the community.
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The Minister urged that it needs to be built on 4 pillars of Quality, Hygiene, Reliability & Spirit of
Service. It will help us realize the goal that no one Sleeps Hungry, he added.
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Shri Goyal further stated, “Productivity is never an accident. It is always the result of a
commitment to excellence, intelligent planning, and focused effort” He said that India is
celebrating 75 weeks of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and in these remaining weeks of the
mahotsav, “Let’s discuss ideas to make India Aatmanirbhar in meeting its food requirements”, he
urged.
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The Group of Food Secretaries include Food Secretaries from 8 states of Kerala, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Assam, Bihar, West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh. The Food Secretary of
Madhya Pradesh will be heading the Group.
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Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey and Secretary Department of Food and
Public Distribution, Shri Sudhanshu Pandey participated in the meeting.
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Food ministers who attended the event were Food Minister of Bihar Smt. Leshi Singh, Food
Minister of Delhi Shri Imran Hussain, Food Minister of Gujarat (MoS) Gajendra Singh Parmar,
Food Minister of Himachal Pradesh Shri Rajinder Garg, Food Minister of Kerala Shri GR Anil,
Food Minister of Punjab Shri Bharat Bhushan Ashu, Food Minister of Tamil Nadu Shri Thiru R.
Sakkarapani, Food Minister of Uttar Pradesh Shri Ranvendra Pratap Singh and Food Minister of
Puducherry Shri AK Sai J. Sarvanakumar.
Besides, Secretaries and other senior officers from various states were present at the meeting.
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A CLOSE READING OF THE NFHS-5, THE HEALTH OF
INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The national health and demographic report card is finally completely out. The results from the
first phase (conducted between June 2019 and January 2020) of the fifth round of the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) were released in December 2020. We now have the key results
from the second phase (conducted between January 2020 and April 2021).
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How did India fare? It is a mixed verdict, containing both cheer and alarm in abundant measure.
Before going into details, we should note that the results of the NFHS are worthy of our attention
because it is not a hastily put together state-of-health index. Together, the two phases provide a
detailed, comprehensive, multi-dimensional report card on the state of India’s demographic and
health trajectory.
More hospital births, but limited gains in childhood nutrition: National Family Health Survey-5

IA

There are many pluses in the report card. A comparison of NFHS-5 with NFHS-4 (2015-16)
reveals improvement in several dimensions such as educational attainment, institutional
deliveries, vaccinations, infant mortality and much more. We can debate later whether the
improvements are good enough given the scale and depth of what needs to be done. For now,
we need to appreciate the progress, especially given the abysmal state of India’s health
infrastructure, which has been tragically apparent since the COVID-19 pandemic hit. Given how
little India spends on health and education as a share of GDP, these improvements are
particularly remarkable.
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The biggest positive headline news from NHFS-5 is that the total fertility rate (TFR), which is the
average number of children born to a woman during her lifetime, has been falling over time and
is now just below the replacement rate of 2.1. This is true across all States of India. This means
that the total population has stabilised. Therefore, politicians can strike one thing off their to-do
list and devote their energies to urgent health matters, instead of raising the bogey of population
explosion to justify coercive population policies. There is absolutely no evidence to justify tying
welfare support measures or holding elected office to the number of children.
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Another headline reveals that nationally, there are 1,020 adult women per 1,000 men for the first
time. Does this mean that Indian women are no longer “missing”, i.e. does this signal the
beginning of the end of another tenacious problem — that of deep-rooted son preference which
leads to illegal but pervasive sex-selective abortions as parents repeatedly try for at least one
son?
Editorial | Measuring progress: On the lessons of National Family Health Survey-5
To gauge this, the key metric to examine would be the sex ratio at birth (SRB). The natural SRB
is 105 boys to 100 girls, which typically stabilises to a 50-50 adult sex ratio. If there are
pervasive sex selective abortions, leading to a masculine SRB (i.e., more than 105 boys to 100
girls), a part of this imbalance would carry forward into adulthood. But adult sex ratio is shaped
by many factors other than sex selective abortions. In household surveys, the adult sex ratio
might also be affected by sampling errors, arising, for instance, from undercounting migrant
males.
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The natural SRB translates to 952 girls per 1,000 boys. Nationally, the SRB has improved from
919 in 2015-16 to 929 in 2019-21, but it is still short of the natural SRB. Major States with low
SRBs are spread all over the country: Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Bihar, Delhi,
Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Maharashtra. While many States have seen
an improvement in their SRBs, some have also witnessed a worsening, e.g. Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu and Odisha. Therefore, we need to recognise that the move to a small family size
combined with persistent son preference is likely to impede the improvements in SRB.
National Family Health Survey says women outnumber men
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A key health indicator that has worsened is the incidence of anaemia in under-5 children (from
58.6 to 67%), women (53.1 to 57%) and men (22.7 to 25%) in all States of India. Anaemia has
debilitating effects on overall health, which is why the World Health Organization characterises it
as a serious public health concern; 20%-40% incidence is considered moderate. Indian States
show variation: from 39.4% in Kerala to 79.7% in Gujarat: but barring Kerala, all States are in
the “severe” category. It is tempting to think of the worsening as the COVID-19 effect.
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However, comparing the changes in anaemia in Phase 1 States (survey done pre-COVID) to
Phase 2 States, we see that if anything, the increase in the former (which include Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Kerala, Maharashtra, West Bengal, among others) is on
average higher than the increase in Phase 2 States (Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab, among others).
The discrepancy between Phase 1 and Phase 2 could reflect differences in actual incidence or
survey-related issues.
Centre mulling over new testing modes after anaemia surge
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There are other instances of clear differences between Phase 1 and Phase 2 results. The three
indicators of malnutrition: stunting (low height-for-age), wasting (low weight-for-height) and
underweight (low weight-for-age): show an overall improvement. These conditions often occur
together. Together, these reflect chronic or recurrent undernutrition, usually associated with
poverty, poor maternal health and nutrition, frequent illness and/or inappropriate feeding and
care in early life. These prevent children from reaching their physical and cognitive potential.
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However, the overall reduction in national estimates of these three measures masks an
anomaly. In Phase 1, several States revealed a worsening in one or more of these, whereas in
Phase 2, none of the States showed a worsening. It would be good to understand if the novel
coronavirus pandemic affected the survey in Phase 2, leading to undercounting of incidence, or
whether by pure chance, all States in Phase 2 happen to be better performers on the
malnutrition count (something that could not have been known at the start of the survey in 2019).
Also, along with an improvement in these three indicators, we see an increase in the proportion
of overweight children, women and men. Being overweight also reflects malnutrition, with
serious health consequences in the form of non-communicable diseases.
NFHS-5 | T.N. ahead in reproductive, child health
In addition to anthropometric measures, lack of adequate nutrition is also measured by
micronutrient deficiencies, i.e. lack of vitamins and minerals that are essential for body functions
such as producing enzymes, hormones and other substances needed for growth and
development. While the NHFS does not have data on this, the issue of micronutrients is related
to diets. It would be good to note here that Indian diets display a rich diversity.
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Many traditional diets reflect both local climatic conditions as well as a multiplicity of sources of
essential nutrients, such as proteins. Policing of diets, by imposing an unnatural uniformity, and
preventing access to animal protein for large sections of Indians that are not traditionally
vegetarian is likely to reduce micronutrient diversity and contribute to poor health outcomes.
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Some analyses have suggested that the rate of progress has slowed down, based on
comparisons between NHFS-4 and NHFS-5 to the improvements between the two previous
rounds. We would not be able to claim this yet, since comparing changes over a 10-year interval
(between NFHS-3 in 2005-06 and NFHS-4) to a five-year interval (between NFHS-4 and NFHS5) is misleading.
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Some have argued that the poor health outcomes reflect the effect of COVID-19. The data for
the second phase of NFHS-5 have been, to a large extent, collected during the highly unusual
conditions of the COVID-19 pandemic, but as the evidence on anaemia shows, the deterioration
in public health indicators cannot be attributed entirely to the pandemic. COVID-19 might have
added fuel to the fire of poor public health, but it did not cause the fire.
Fertility rates of Hindus and Muslims converging: study

IA

There is much more in the NHFS-5 survey that needs more than a short piece. The survey
focuses on women’s empowerment, autonomy and mobility indicators. It shines a spotlight on
women’s reproductive health, and reveals, for instance, that caesarian births have increased
dramatically. In private health facilities, 47.5% births are by C-section (14.3% in public health
facilities). These figures are highly unnatural and call into question unethical practices of private
health providers who prioritise monetary gain over women’s health and control over their bodies.
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The overall evidence is compelling and clear: health ought to be a matter of concern for all
political parties and all governments: national and State. The survey highlights deep inequalities
in health outcomes. An action plan to improve India’s health needs to be inclusive, firm in its
commitment, and backed by solid resources.
Ashwini Deshpande is Professor of Economics and Director, Centre of Economic Data and
Analysis (CEDA) at Ashoka University
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NATIONAL SINGLE WINDOW SYSTEM, PORTAL NOW
HOSTS APPROVALS ACROSS 18 CENTRAL
DEPARTMENTS AND ANOTHER 14 CENTRAL DEPT. & 5
STATES WILL BE ADDED BY DECEMBER’21.” -SHRI
PIYUSH GOYAL
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution and
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal has said we have to find new ways of financing infrastructure.
Addressing the CII National Conference on ‘Ease of Doing Business for Aatmanirbhar Bharat’,
Shri Goyal said a New India will be powered by Aatmanirbhar Bharat & Ease of Doing Business
(EoDB).
“The very fact that the Prime Minister spoke of going into the Top 50 just changed the way all of
us looked at, - government and industry,” adding, “The Prime Minister is already edging us, - 50
was an initial target I set in the first term, now you have to be more ambitious, - you should be in
the Top 25!” said Shri Goyal.
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Noting that the Top 40 countries are “very highly Developed countries, Shri Goyal pointed out
“piercing that curtain and then doing better than them is a Big Challenge!” “So! That’s what we
are here for!” said Shri Goyal, quoting the Prime Minister.
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Shri Goyal listed out the Government’s 5 ‘Is’ (Intent, Inclusion, Innovation, Infrastructure &
Investment) approach to make India self-reliant. “Believe me! The most Developed countries
and some of the countries who are currently on a fast trajectory of growth, if you study their
growth story, you will find it one of their biggest pillars of growth story is Innovation! There are
new ideas, new ways of doing things,” he said.
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Quoting the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Shri Goyal said the ultimate aim of EoDB
reforms is to achieve Ease of Living for citizens. “I think, today India means Business and the
world recognizes that. With political stability, policy continuity, pro-growth & pro-business
thinking in the Government and in our young entrepreneurs and the Startups, in our traditional
businesses, this is the time to really go for it.”
Shri Goyal said the Government is undertaking five structural reforms for EoDB:
1. National Single Window System, - a one-stop-shop for approvals & clearances needed by
investors & businesses. It includes Know Your Approval, Common Registration Form, Document
repository, etc. Portal hosts approvals across 18 Central Departments & 9 States. Shri Urging all
the industry stakeholders to use the NSWS and give feedback & suggestions, Goyal said,
“Further, another 14 Central Dept. & 5 States will be added by December’21, but our ambition is
much, much more.”
2. Industrial Land Bank, - a GIS-based portal, serving as a one-stop repository of all industrial
infrastructure related information. Integrated with GIS systems of 17 states, the ILB has a
database of more than 4,000 industrial parks mapped across an area of 5.5 lakh hectare of
Land. “You will be amazed, Ladies & Gentlemen, there’s 1 lakh ha of land available for industry,
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for business across the country,” said Shri Goyal.
3. Regulatory Compliance Portal, - it’s a real-time dashboard under direct monitoring of the
Cabinet Secretary to track progress. States & UTs have eliminated burdensome compliance by
removal of unnecessary licenses, permissions, rationalization of renewals, self-regulation and
self- certification should be the way forward.
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4. State Reforms Action Plan (SRAP), - Centre working with the states trying to promote healthy
competition in a spirit of cooperative federalism among states & led to digitization of procedures.
Shri Goyal said, a 301-point State Reforms Action Plan, 2020 has been shared with the
States/UTs covering 15 reform areas.
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5. PM Gati Shakti, - launched to build next-Gen infrastructure, the Gati Shakti portal provides
multimodal connectivity to ensure integrated & seamless connectivity. Underlining that Gati
Shakti will break departmental silos & institutionalize holistic planning, Shri Goyal said all
Departments will now have visibility of each other’s projects through a centralized portal.
Shri Goyal said our Industry will have to lead the way in India’s endeavour to become
Aatmanirbhar. “I would like to emphasis on 4 points for enhanced industry contribution,” he said.
1. For Indian Inc to be the best, need to have a greater appetite for taking risks.
2. “Holistic solution” to commercial disputes problems.
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3. Need to “Look beyond cost” for building a “Resilient Ecosystem”.
4. Greater focus on Innovation, Sustainability and “Brand India”.
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Making a quote, “Opportunity does not knock, it presents itself when you are actively looking for
it”, Shri Goyal said India today is the new land of opportunities, inviting the world to “Ideate in
India, Innovate in India & Make in India - For the World.”
***
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Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution and
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal has said we have to find new ways of financing infrastructure.
Addressing the CII National Conference on ‘Ease of Doing Business for Aatmanirbhar Bharat’,
Shri Goyal said a New India will be powered by Aatmanirbhar Bharat & Ease of Doing Business
(EoDB).
“The very fact that the Prime Minister spoke of going into the Top 50 just changed the way all of
us looked at, - government and industry,” adding, “The Prime Minister is already edging us, - 50
was an initial target I set in the first term, now you have to be more ambitious, - you should be in
the Top 25!” said Shri Goyal.
Noting that the Top 40 countries are “very highly Developed countries, Shri Goyal pointed out
“piercing that curtain and then doing better than them is a Big Challenge!” “So! That’s what we
are here for!” said Shri Goyal, quoting the Prime Minister.
Shri Goyal listed out the Government’s 5 ‘Is’ (Intent, Inclusion, Innovation, Infrastructure &
Investment) approach to make India self-reliant. “Believe me! The most Developed countries
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and some of the countries who are currently on a fast trajectory of growth, if you study their
growth story, you will find it one of their biggest pillars of growth story is Innovation! There are
new ideas, new ways of doing things,” he said.
Quoting the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Shri Goyal said the ultimate aim of EoDB
reforms is to achieve Ease of Living for citizens. “I think, today India means Business and the
world recognizes that. With political stability, policy continuity, pro-growth & pro-business
thinking in the Government and in our young entrepreneurs and the Startups, in our traditional
businesses, this is the time to really go for it.”
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Shri Goyal said the Government is undertaking five structural reforms for EoDB:
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1. National Single Window System, - a one-stop-shop for approvals & clearances needed by
investors & businesses. It includes Know Your Approval, Common Registration Form, Document
repository, etc. Portal hosts approvals across 18 Central Departments & 9 States. Shri Urging all
the industry stakeholders to use the NSWS and give feedback & suggestions, Goyal said,
“Further, another 14 Central Dept. & 5 States will be added by December’21, but our ambition is
much, much more.”
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2. Industrial Land Bank, - a GIS-based portal, serving as a one-stop repository of all industrial
infrastructure related information. Integrated with GIS systems of 17 states, the ILB has a
database of more than 4,000 industrial parks mapped across an area of 5.5 lakh hectare of
Land. “You will be amazed, Ladies & Gentlemen, there’s 1 lakh ha of land available for industry,
for business across the country,” said Shri Goyal.
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3. Regulatory Compliance Portal, - it’s a real-time dashboard under direct monitoring of the
Cabinet Secretary to track progress. States & UTs have eliminated burdensome compliance by
removal of unnecessary licenses, permissions, rationalization of renewals, self-regulation and
self- certification should be the way forward.
4. State Reforms Action Plan (SRAP), - Centre working with the states trying to promote healthy
competition in a spirit of cooperative federalism among states & led to digitization of procedures.
Shri Goyal said, a 301-point State Reforms Action Plan, 2020 has been shared with the
States/UTs covering 15 reform areas.
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5. PM Gati Shakti, - launched to build next-Gen infrastructure, the Gati Shakti portal provides
multimodal connectivity to ensure integrated & seamless connectivity. Underlining that Gati
Shakti will break departmental silos & institutionalize holistic planning, Shri Goyal said all
Departments will now have visibility of each other’s projects through a centralized portal.
Shri Goyal said our Industry will have to lead the way in India’s endeavour to become
Aatmanirbhar. “I would like to emphasis on 4 points for enhanced industry contribution,” he said.
1. For Indian Inc to be the best, need to have a greater appetite for taking risks.
2. “Holistic solution” to commercial disputes problems.
3. Need to “Look beyond cost” for building a “Resilient Ecosystem”.
4. Greater focus on Innovation, Sustainability and “Brand India”.
Making a quote, “Opportunity does not knock, it presents itself when you are actively looking for
it”, Shri Goyal said India today is the new land of opportunities, inviting the world to “Ideate in
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ESANJEEVANI, GOVT. OF INDIA’S TELEMEDICINE
INITIATIVE, COMPLETES 1.2 CRORE CONSULTATIONS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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eSanjeevani, Government of India’s National Telemedicine Service, has completed 1.2 crore
(120 lakh) consultations rapidly shaping into the country’s most popular and the largest
telemedicine service. Currently the National Telemedicine Service is serving daily around 90,000
patients across the country signaling wide adoption by patients as well as doctors, and
specialists across the country.
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Ministry of Health & Family Welfare’s National Telemedicine Service eSanjeevani is operational
through two modes viz. - eSanjeevani AB-HWC (doctor to doctor telemedicine platform) that is
based on hub and spoke model and eSanjeevaniOPD – (patient to doctor telemedicine
platform) which provides outpatient services to the citizens in the confines of their homes.
eSanjeevani AB-HWC has completed around 67,00,000 consultations. It is being implemented
at Health & Wellness Centres under Ayushman Bharat Scheme. It was rolled out in November
2019. Andhra Pradesh was the first State to roll out eSanjeevaniAB-HWC services. Since its roll
out, over 2000 hubs and around 28,000 spokes have been set up in various States.
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eSanjeevaniOPD is a telemedicine variant for citizens to seek non-COVID19 & COVID19 related
outpatient health services. It was rolled out on 13th of April 2020 during the first lockdown in the
country when all the OPDs were closed. So far, over 51,00,000 patients have been served
through eSanjeevaniOPD which hosts over 430 online OPDs which include general OPDs and
specialty OPDs. Premier tertiary level medical institutions like AIIMS in Bathinda (Punjab),
Bibinagar (Telangana), Kalyani (West Bengal), Rishikesh (Uttarakhand), King George Medical
College, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) etc., are also providing outpatient health services through
eSanjeevaniOPD.
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Govt. of India’s eSanjeevani - National Telemedicine Service is plugging the digital health divide
that exists in urban and rural India. It is addressing the shortage of doctors and specialists at
ground level while reducing the burden on secondary and tertiary level hospitals. In line with the
National Digital Health Mission, this digital initiative is also boosting digital health ecosystem in
the country. It is an indigenous telemedicine technology developed by Centre for Development
of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) in Mohali.The C-DAC team in Mohali is providing end to end
services. Considering the usefulness of telemedicine and in planning for the unforeseen event of
outbreak of another wave of COVID 19 infections, the initiative of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare is being augmented further to enable 500,000 consultations per day.
Leading 10 States in terms of adoption (12033498) of eSanjeevani are Andhra Pradesh
(37,04,258), Karnataka (22,57,994), Tamil Nadu (15,62,156), Uttar Pradesh (13,28,889), Gujarat
(4,60,326), Madhya Pradesh (4,28,544), Bihar (4,04,345), Maharashtra (3,78,912), West Bengal
(2,74,344), Kerala (2,60,654).
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Ministry of Health & Family Welfare’s National Telemedicine Service eSanjeevani is operational
through two modes viz. - eSanjeevani AB-HWC (doctor to doctor telemedicine platform) that is
based on hub and spoke model and eSanjeevaniOPD – (patient to doctor telemedicine
platform) which provides outpatient services to the citizens in the confines of their homes.
eSanjeevani AB-HWC has completed around 67,00,000 consultations. It is being implemented
at Health & Wellness Centres under Ayushman Bharat Scheme. It was rolled out in November
2019. Andhra Pradesh was the first State to roll out eSanjeevaniAB-HWC services. Since its roll
out, over 2000 hubs and around 28,000 spokes have been set up in various States.
eSanjeevaniOPD is a telemedicine variant for citizens to seek non-COVID19 & COVID19 related
outpatient health services. It was rolled out on 13th of April 2020 during the first lockdown in the
country when all the OPDs were closed. So far, over 51,00,000 patients have been served
through eSanjeevaniOPD which hosts over 430 online OPDs which include general OPDs and
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Govt. of India’s eSanjeevani - National Telemedicine Service is plugging the digital health divide
that exists in urban and rural India. It is addressing the shortage of doctors and specialists at
ground level while reducing the burden on secondary and tertiary level hospitals. In line with the
National Digital Health Mission, this digital initiative is also boosting digital health ecosystem in
the country. It is an indigenous telemedicine technology developed by Centre for Development
of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) in Mohali.The C-DAC team in Mohali is providing end to end
services. Considering the usefulness of telemedicine and in planning for the unforeseen event of
outbreak of another wave of COVID 19 infections, the initiative of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare is being augmented further to enable 500,000 consultations per day.
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Leading 10 States in terms of adoption (12033498) of eSanjeevani are Andhra Pradesh
(37,04,258), Karnataka (22,57,994), Tamil Nadu (15,62,156), Uttar Pradesh (13,28,889), Gujarat
(4,60,326), Madhya Pradesh (4,28,544), Bihar (4,04,345), Maharashtra (3,78,912), West Bengal
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FIRST IMAGE OF OMICRON COVID VARIANT
RELEASED, SHOWS MANY MORE MUTATIONS THAN
DELTA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Omicron image was produced ‘from the study of the sequences of this new variant made
available to the scientific community’ coming mainly 'from Botswana, South Africa and Hong
Kong'
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The new Covid variant Omicron has many more mutations than the Delta variant, according to a
first "image" of this new variant initially detected in South Africa, produced and published by the
prestigious Bambino Gesu hospital in Rome.
On the three-dimensional "image", which looks like a map, "we can clearly see that the Omicron
variant presents many more mutations than the Delta variant, concentrated above all in one area
of the protein that interacts with human cells", the team of researchers said in a statement
Sunday.
"This does not automatically mean that these variations are more dangerous, just that the virus
has further adapted to the human species by generating another variant," the researchers said.
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"Other studies will tell us if this adaptation is neutral, less dangerous or more dangerous," they
added.
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The research team focused on the search for mutations in "the three-dimensional structure of
the spike protein", Claudia Alteri, professor of clinical microbiology at Milan State University and
a researcher at Bambino Gesu, told AFP.
Prima foto al mondo della variante #Omicron realizzata nell'area di ricerca di Medicina
Multimodale del Bambino Gesù. Mostra la struttura della proteina spike della variante Omicron a
destra e Delta a sinistra rispetto alla spike originale SARS CoV-2 #ANSA
https://t.co/PtV3nk137S
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The image was produced "from the study of the sequences of this new variant made available to
the scientific community" coming mainly "from Botswana, South Africa and Hong Kong".
"This image, which represents a map of all the variations, describes the mutations of Omicron
but does not define its role," she said.
"It will now be important to define through laboratory experiments whether the combination of
these mutations can have an impact on transmission or on the effectiveness of vaccines, for
example," she added.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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