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In a fix: To get an Apple product repaired, a buyer has to take it to an authorised dealer. |
Photo Credit: REUTERS
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The story so far: On July 21, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) voted unanimously to
make a push for the right of consumers to repair their electronic devices. All five FTC
Commissioners voted in favour of a policy that seeks to know whether companies that are
making it tougher for people to repair are violating antitrust laws. FTC Chairperson Lina Khan
said its decision would help “root out unlawful repair restrictions” and move forward with “new
vigour” against violators. The vote was seen as a big win for the ‘Right to Repair’ movement,
which has been making the case for allowing people to fix the products they buy.
A new era of mobile computing and consumer culture was born after Apple co-founder Steve
Jobs unveiled a phone with a touchscreen, 4GB storage, camera and web-browsing capability.
Millions of consumers bought the device, and used it for gaming, social networking and browsing
the web. In just five years after its debut, over 200 million iPhones had been sold globally. Its
success spawned the mobile computing industry and nudged users into upgrading their devices
instead of fixing them when something went wrong.
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In the pre-iPhone era, certain issues in a mobile device could be repaired by the user
themselves. It wasn’t the case any more. To get an Apple product fixed, a buyer has to take it to
an authorised dealer as any warranty on the product would become null and void if they opened
the back of the smartphone. Even after taking the device to an authorised store, the cost of
repair could be high.
A New York Times columnist noted that to fix an iPhone X’s screen, Apple charges $279, while
a repair shop in Washington D.C. quotes $219. Lack of Apple support makes such external
repairs risky, the columnist writes.
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Hardware is only one part of the problem. In 2018, an Australian court ordered Apple to pay a
penalty of Australian $9 million ($6.6 million) after it told its customers it wouldn’t do free repairs
for devices that stopped working due to a software glitch. “Error 53” occurred after some iPhone
users downloaded the company’s updated operating system. Apple had turned down over 200
customer requests for repairs, citing devices were serviced at a non-Apple store, effectively
voiding warranty.
Apple is a microcosm of the consumer tech industry itself. From home appliances to tractors, an
increasing number of consumer products are run on software, and a technical glitch can only be
fixed by an authorised technician. Tinkerers and large corporations are fighting to solve the
issue of who owns the information needed to fix a device. Original equipment manufacturers
(OEMs) in the U.S. are taking refuge in a two-decade old law framed to protect the movie
industry from people breaking digital locks on DVDs. Under the Digital Millennium Copyright Act
(DMCA), 1998, it is illegal to break a digital lock embedded in a product.
A consortium of advocacy groups is trying to push repair-friendly laws in the U.S. and break the
DMCA stronghold. The Repair Association’s premise is that consumers can maintain their
products, provided tools and information on fixing is available to them. Since its founding in
2013, the group has put several ‘Right to Repair’ proposals in state legislatures. The FTC vote is
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a major win for the group.
The proposed legislation requires consumer electronics-makers to provide tools and information
necessary to repair electronic products. This could change how companies operate by making
them provide information and parts to unofficial repair centres, and, in the process, reduce costs
for the consumer.
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Tech giants have been lobbying against the legislation, citing security concerns. TechNet, a
trade group representing large tech firms, said allowing unvetted parties to access sensitive
information, tools and components would “jeopardise safety of consumers’ device and put
consumers at risk of fraud”. But the FTC had earlier concluded that there was scant evidence to
support the companies’ claim for restricting repair.

Amazon says its new wireless buds are 20% smaller, and are optimised for an increased fidelity
in bass and treble to reduce distortion during media playback.
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INDIA-NEPAL FLOOD MANAGEMENT NEEDS COURSE
CORRECTION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

An aerial view of the flooded Fatuha area in Patna on August 4, 2021. | Photo Credit: PTI
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Nitish Kumar should be credited for bringing ‘disaster management’ into the popular imagination
in Bihar. In his early days as Bihar Chief Minister (2005-2010), he made a few noticeable
structural changes, with renewed approaches in infrastructure augmentation for dams and
reservoirs, detention basins, embankments and channel improvement. Non-structural measures
were also adopted in later years such as floodplain management, flood forecasting and warning,
flood insurance and financial compensation.
However, despite the efforts made on the ground, people continue to suffer with perennial
flooding in north Bihar (the Mithilanchal region). Already facing a humanitarian crisis of sorts
following the novel coronavirus pandemic, this year’s extra rainfall and floods have been a
moment of reckoning. Unfortunately, this chronic issue which is making over five crore people of
the north Bihar in India and Tarai in Nepal so vulnerable, does not seem to get the attention it
deserves by policymakers on both sides of the border.
Bihar flood | Nitish flags non-cooperation from Nepal in meeting with PM Modi
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This year, on May 4-5, Bihar’s Disaster Management Department released two documents titled:
“Pre-Flood Preparedness” and “Flood Control Order 2021”. The aim was to help the local
administration in terms of preparedness and having in place a relief support system. However, a
solution to the issue of chronic flooding lies in revisiting the old plans and arrangements between
India and Nepal. This is because flood control in Bihar is just not possible till a dedicated
intergovernmental panel is formed through a bilateral mechanism between India and Nepal, that
in turn can study, assess and offer solutions to this shared crisis.
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Historically, Bihar has been known to be India’s most flood-prone State. The Flood Management
Improvement Support Centre (FMISC), Department of Water Resources, Government of Bihar
estimates that 76% of the population in north Bihar faces the recurring threat of flood
devastation. About 68,800 sq. km out of a total geographical area of 94,163 sq. km, or about
73.06% of the land area is flood affected. A large part of north Bihar, adjoining Nepal, is drained
by a number of rivers that have their catchments in the steep and geologically nascent
Himalayas.
Originating in Nepal, the high discharge and sediment load in the Kosi, Gandak, Burhi Gandak,
Bagmati, Kamla Balan, Mahananda and Adhwara Group wreak havoc in the plains of Nepal’s
Tarai and Bihar. The FMISC says: “About 65% of the catchment area of these rivers falls in
Nepal/Tibet and only 35% of the catchment area lies in Bihar. A review by Kale (1997) indicated
that the plains of North Bihar have recorded the highest number of floods during the last 30years. In the years 1978, 1987, 1998, 2004 and 2007[,] Bihar witnessed high magnitudes of
flood. The total area affected by floods has also increased during these years. [The] Flood of
2004 demonstrates the severity of the flood problem when a vast area of 23490 Sq Km was
badly affected by the floods of Bagmati, Kamla & Adhwara groups of rivers causing loss of about
800 human lives, even when Ganga, the master drain was flowing low.”
Nepal obstructing flood prevention measures, says Bihar Minister
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Unlike the indifference shown by Kathmandu on matters of floods and water management in
recent years, the history of cooperation between India and Nepal for embankments starting in
the 1950s is worth looking at. When work on the Kosi embankments started in January 1955, a
group of retired Nepali soldiers came over voluntarily to join hands with Indian volunteers and
start the work. Such a progressive government-citizen interface could not sustain itself and
water cooperation between the two countries for a common cause waned. Consequently, not
much has happened barring the use of water resources for hydroelectric generation.
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For the people of Madhubani, Darbhanga, Sitamarhi, Sheohar, Saharsa, Supaul, Purnea, Araria,
Madhepura, Katihar, Samastipur, Muzaffarpur, Bettiah, Motihari and Begusarai, the flood is a
part of their lives. In fact, infrastructural interventions such as building embankments and rerouting streams have disturbed the conventional pattern of slow water flow.
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11 anti-flood projects stalled by Nepal, CM Adityanath tells PM Modi
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Earlier, without so many artificial barriers, the flow of water used to aid farming in the region. The
Kosi Treaty of 1954, under which the embankments in Nepal were established and maintained,
was not futuristic and did not make enough provisions for the maintenance of embankments and
the rivers changing their course. The deposition of stones, sand, silt and sediment has led to
river beds rising, changing course and causing unimaginable losses. Between the mid-18th and
mid-20th centuries, the Kosi is said to have shifted over 100 kilometres westward, resulting in
large-scale human displacements. Also, there is a need for greater sensitisation on climatic
imbalances and sustainable development. Ironically, the same flood-affected regions also face
the issue of drought and a sinking water table.
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Notwithstanding Kathmandu’s wavered approach on the matters concerning water management
with India, it would not be apt to blame Nepal for releasing water from its rivers that cause
flooding on the Indian side; and on their part, for believing that India is reaping the benefits from
all projects that were taken up in the past. Clearly, course correction is needed to reestablish
water cooperation as a common cause and draw inspiration for joint action from the 1950s.
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As early as in 1937, the transition from the traditional method of flood control to the
embankment-based British system was thought out. To control the floodwater at Barahakshetra
in Nepal, a high dam was thus planned and finally built after the devastating Kosi flood in 1953.
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited the flood-affected areas in 1953 and announced a
visionary Kosi scheme for the safe resettlement of the affected people. Lalit Narayan Mishra,
former Union Cabinet Minister, was the first prominent political leader from the Mithila region
who unwaveringly tried improving infrastructural capabilities with the Kosi Project and other
initiatives to control the flooding.
In the mainstream political and policy establishments, greater attention needs to be given to this
annual calamity and its devastating effects on lives and livelihoods. India and Nepal need to be
in dialogue to end the crisis of flooding every year. With a long-term strategy of water
management cooperation between India and Nepal, the matter should be looked into.
Atul K. Thakur is a policy analyst and columnist

Our code of editorial values
To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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Though probably the most equitable form of governance for multiracial, multicultural countries,
there are only a few confederations in the world, such as Canada and Switzerland. India and the
European Union (EU) are unions. However, India is a federation because powers are divided
between the Union and the States, and the EU a supranational organisation that defies
definition, with both confederal and federal aspects. It is this division of powers in India and the
EU that brings the unions into conflict with their constituent parts.
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The EU is variously criticised as a “political dwarf”, “a hobbled giant” distracted by internal
bickering and competing national agendas, and an aggregate of secondary powers in search of
primary status through collective agency. Despite the EU being one of the largest economies of
the world, the 27 leaders squabble over issues from fisheries to budget allocations. The union
finds it easier to promote universal standards in areas like climate change and food and biosafety than domestic values. The latest controversy with Hungary and Poland on gay and
lesbian rights is a case in point. Gay marriage is not recognised by Budapest and only
heterosexual couples can legally adopt children. The LGBTQ law that took effect in July outlaws
information perceived as promoting homosexuality or gender change to children under 18. This
led to strong criticism from 17 liberal EU nations who believe the Hungarian law undermines the
principle that discrimination on the basis of sexuality, ethnicity and gender is not permissible
within the union.
Explained: India's asymmetric federalism
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Hungarian Prime Minister Victor Orbán has countered by proposing a national referendum on
the law. He has been re-elected thrice, commands two-thirds of the legislature, and has
diminished institutions designed to limit the powers of the state, such as free media, universities
and an independent judiciary. Mr. Orbán also regularly frustrates EU’s unity on foreign policy,
such as on refugees in 2016, opposing criticism of China’s actions in Hong Kong, and the call for
a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. Hungary was the first EU member to accept Russian
and Chinese COVID-19 vaccines before approval by the EU medicines regulator.
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The European Parliament voted overwhelmingly to haul Hungary before the European Court of
Justice over its LGBTQ law, and while there is an EU provision to remove voting rights from an
offending country, penalties require unanimous agreement from EU states. This will never be
forthcoming since Hungary and Poland support each other and the union cannot expel a
member state without the unanimity requirement.
Poland’s Catholic-conservative governing party takes a similar stance on LGBTQ with by-laws
that have designated one-third of the nation as ‘LGBT-free zones’. Budapest and Warsaw are
supported by Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Janša, who condemns Brussels for imposing
“imaginary European values” without paying heed to local tradition. All three countries’
leaderships have expressed doubts, and placed restrictions, on the functioning of judicial
independence.
Although none of these leaders believe they can convince their EU colleagues to follow their
social policies, they do not wish to separate from the union, since EU membership is supported
by a huge majority. Hungary is the second-largest net beneficiary of the EU budget, receiving €5
billion more than it contributes each year. The measures introduced by the three nations are for
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domestic popularity in a combined population of nearly 50 million with cultural traditions different
from more liberal EU member states. The crisis represents a clash of cultures, which underlines
why integration towards a closer union is unlikely to materialise.
The upcoming crisis in Indian federalism
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In India, the Centre and Opposition-controlled States have a historically fractious relationship.
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in 1959 dislodged the Communist government in Kerala on
specious grounds. Ever since, the pattern of the Union government attempting to subvert
Opposition States by stimulating defections, ordering selective raids by investigative agencies,
electronic surveillance, and delaying or refusing financial entitlements has become the
unsavoury norm, now taken to extremes by Hindutva ideologues in control of the Centre. The
tensions between New Delhi and the Opposition-led periphery are magnified by differences in
values, perceived arrogance on the part of the Centre and the victimhood card played by
Opposition parties. The homogenising bias of the union clashes with the particularism unique to
individual States, resulting in the clash of cultures. The term ‘cooperative federalism’, coined by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has been reduced to an oxymoron.
Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign Secretary
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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Contrary to popular belief, the U.S. is not getting out of Afghanistan a defeated nation. It stayed
there as long as it needed to, as President Joe Biden stated, achieving its objective “to degrade
the terrorist threat to keep Afghanistan from becoming a base from which attacks could be
continued against the United States.”
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The U.S.’s exit from Afghanistan represents a fundamental shift in its strategic objectives. As
Vanda Felbab-Brown observes in her blog dated April 15, 2021 in Brookings Institution, the
U.S.’s decision is the right one. It is time for it to move on and focus on more important strategic
priorities such as “threats from China, an aggressive Russia, North Korea, and Iran — as well as
zoonotic pandemics”.
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By exiting Afghanistan, the U.S. has left the problem of containing what remains of the Taliban’s
brand of Islamic fundamentalism to its concerned neighbours. The most aggrieved by this exit
will be the Afghans who, after enduring 20 years of conflict, were looking forward to better times,
but are instead being abandoned by the U.S. This is what happened to the South Vietnamese
when the U.S. withdrew from the Vietnam war in 1973. The U.S.’s seemingly messy exit then
concealed a victory against global communism that two shrewd and ruthless men — President
Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger — conjured in just under four years between 1969 and 1973.
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At the start of the big U.S. engagement in Vietnam following the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
passed by the U.S. Congress in August 1964, which authorised the President to deploy armed
forces in Southeast Asia, there was a real fear among Americans that revolutionary communism,
spearheaded by the Soviet Union and China, would take over one country after another in Asia
and that Vietnam would be one more country to fall if not checked.
Fortunately for Nixon, soon after becoming the American President in 1969, the ideological
differences between the Soviet Union and China came out in the open and led to a border
dispute. It is here that Nixon saw his chance to drive them further apart by reaching out to China
through Romania and Pakistan.
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In her 2005 paper, ‘Nixon, Kissinger, and the “Soviet Card” in the U.S. Opening to China, 19711974,’ Evelyn Goh, citing declassified documents, wrote about how the U.S. Secretary of State
and National Security Adviser, Henry Kissinger, in his first secret trip to Beijing in July 1971,
assured Premier Zhou Enlai that the U.S. government “would gradually withdraw U.S. troops as
the war in Vietnam ended and as relations with China improved”. The paper was published in
the official journal of Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations, Diplomatic History.
Following up on Kissinger’s secret visit to China, Nixon went there in 1972 on his much
publicised ‘the week that changed the world’ tour paving the way for a ‘safe’ U.S. exit from
Vietnam in 1973. This was no small victory for Nixon. With China almost wholly on his side, the
U.S.’s principal enemy, the Soviet Union, stood alone. This practically eliminated American fears
of communism overrunning the world or of Vietnam falling into communist hands.
Something similar has happened in Afghanistan. With the kind of surveillance that the U.S. and
its allies are able to mount on countries and individuals today, it is unlikely that the Taliban will,
even if they wrest control of Afghanistan, be in a position to nurture another terrorist like Osama
Bin Laden, as they have been accused of doing. It is this confidence, not frustration, that has
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enabled Mr. Biden to announce American military disengagement in Afghanistan.
Uday Balakrishnan teaches at IISc, Bengaluru; Views are personal
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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INDIA, CHINA DISENGAGE FROM GOGRA POST IN
EASTERN LADAKH
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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Ladakh standoff: As per agreement reached during Corps Commander talks, India and China
have ceased forward deployments in (Patrolling Point) PP-17A (Gogra Post) in phased,
coordinated and verified manner, the Ministry of Defence informed on Friday. The
disengagement process was carried out over 4-5 August 2021.
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"Both sides are now in their respective permanent bases. All temporary structures and other
allied infrastructure created in the area by both sides have been dismantled and mutually
verified. The landform in the area has been restored by both sides to pre-stand off period," the
ministry said.
According to the the army, this agreement ensures that the LAC in this area will be strictly
observed and respected by both sides, and that there is no unilateral change in status quo.
"With this one more sensitive area of face-off has been resolved. Both sides have expressed
commitment to take the talks forward and resolve the remaining issues along the LAC in the
Western Sector," the ministry said.
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On 31st July, India and China had held 12th round of military talks to discuss disengagement of
troops in remaining friction points in eastern Ladakh.
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During the talks, India had pressed for an early disengagement of troops and weapons in Hot
Springs, Gogra and other remaining friction points in eastern Ladakh. Both sides held detailed
deliberation and the talks were comprehensive, they said without elaborating further.
On 5th August, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said the talks on the eastern Ladakh row
were "constructive" and both sides agreed to resolve the remaining issues in an "expeditious
manner".
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Two days after the talks, the Indian Army issued a a joint statement, saying two sides had a
"candid and in-depth exchange" of views relating to disengagement and the meeting further
enhanced the mutual understanding.
MEA Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said the talks were candid and constructive.
"Both sides agreed to resolve the remaining issues in an expeditious manner in accordance with
existing agreements and protocols, and maintain the momentum of dialogue and negotiations,"
he said.
The border standoff between the Indian and Chinese armies erupted on May 5 last year
following a violent clash in the Pangong lake area and both sides gradually enhanced their
deployment by rushing in tens of thousands of soldiers as well as heavy weaponry.
Each side currently has around 50,000 to 60,000 troops along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in the sensitive sector. Following a series of military and diplomatic talks, the two sides
completed the withdrawal of troops from the North and South banks of the Pangong lake in
February.
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INDIA, SRI LANKA AND MALDIVES TO COLLABORATE
ON SECURITY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka
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India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives have agreed to work on “four pillars” of security cooperation,
covering areas of marine security, human trafficking, counter-terrorism, and cyber security, in a
recent virtual meeting of top security officials of the three countries.
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The Deputy National Security Adviser-level meeting was hosted online by Sri Lanka on
Wednesday, and chaired by General LHSC Silva, Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of
Army of Sri Lanka. Pankaj Saran, Deputy National Security Adviser of India, and Aishath
Nooshin Waheed, Secretary, National Security Adviser’s Office of the Maldivian President
participated.
Intelligence sharing
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The discussion comes nine months after National Security Adviser Ajit Doval visited Colombo for
deliberations with Secretary to Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Defence, Kamal Gunaratne, and Defence
Minister of Maldives, Mariya Didi, in which the three countries agreed to expand the scope of
intelligence sharing.
Their meeting marked the revival of NSA-level trilateral talks on maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region after a gap of six years.

ac
k

Following up on that, the Deputy NSA-level meeting this week identified “four pillars” of
cooperation in Marine Safety and Security, Terrorism and Radicalisation, Trafficking and
Organised Crime, and Cyber security, a press release from the Indian High Commission here
said on Friday, adding “specific proposals” for cooperation in each area, including joint exercises
and training were discussed.
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The ‘Colombo Security Conclave’ among the three neighbouring countries seeks to “further
promote” maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region, and was initiated by President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa in 2011, when he was Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, according to a media
release from the Sri Lankan Army.
The initiative, grounded in military and security collaboration, assumes significance in the region,
in the wake of the current geostrategic dynamic that India shares with Sri Lanka and the
Maldives. Earlier this year, India aired security concerns over China being awarded development
projects in an island off Sri Lanka’s northern province, close to India’s southern border.
Engagement with Quad
On the other hand, the Maldives’s engagement with members of the India-United States-JapanAustralia grouping, known as the ‘Quad’, has been growing over the last year, especially in the
area of defence cooperation. The Ibrahim Mohamed Solih government signed a ‘Framework for
a Defence and Security Relationship’ agreement with the United States last year, an initiative
that India welcomed.
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In November 2020, the Maldives received a Japanese grant of $7.6 million for the Maldivian
Coast Guard and a Maritime Rescue and Coordination Center. Meanwhile, Male’s foreign policy
choices are increasingly being challenged by sections, mostly opposition groups, wary of “Indian
boots on the ground”.
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SOUTH ASIA’S EMERGING DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes
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COVID-19 has forced South Asia to take a quantum leap in digitalisation. The shift to remote
work and education has propelled an unprecedented spike in Internet penetration, with even
smaller nations such as Nepal recording almost an 11% increase in broadband Internet users.
For a region with threadbare public health infrastructure, the digitisation of health-care services
was a watershed moment, providing novel solutions to the public health crises.

The gender technology gap has to end
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In India, COVID-19 accelerated the launch of the National Digital Health Mission, enhancing the
accessibility and the efficiency of health-care services by creating a unique health ID for every
citizen. The pandemic-induced suspension of bricks-and-mortar businesses spurred South
Asia’s embrace of e-commerce, boosted by digital payment systems. Bangladesh alone
witnessed an increase of 70-80% in online sales in 2020, generating $708.46 million in
revenues.
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As one of the world’s poorest regions, a wide digital divide persists in access and affordability,
between and within the countries of South Asia. Despite having the world’s second largest
online market, 50% of India’s population are without Internet with 59% for Bangladesh and 65%
for Pakistan.
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With monetary and health assistance schemes distributed online, 51% of South Asian women
were excluded from social protection measures during the pandemic. Children too were at the
receiving end, with 88% lacking access to Internet powered home schooling. This disruption
could permanently put children out of school, place girls at risk of early marriage, and push poor
children into child labour costing economies billions of dollars in future earnings.
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Businesses too have paid a heavy price for the gap in digital solutions, whereby many South
Asian firms failing to embrace e-commerce or other cloud-based technologies to survive the
financial chaos of the novel coronavirus pandemic. The region recorded a 64% decline in sales,
with small and women-led firms faring the worst. With COVID-19 transforming work life, the
acute skills gap among youth will continue, creating unemployment.
Bringing the Internet to everyone
Digital transformation is a global imperative with adoption of advanced technologies such as
cloud computing, artificial intelligence, the Internet of things, Big Data, etc., key to success.
From banking to manufacturing and retails, the role of digital technology is too important to be
overlooked as countries embrace the digital revolution to drive their development agenda.
At the forefront of Asian digitalisation are countries such as Singapore, Japan, and South Korea
recognised as global technological hubs. Owing to increased smartphone and Internet
penetration, coupled with the availability of trusted digital payment platforms, China’s ecommerce industry is said to reach $3 trillion in 2024. The digital boom in the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) economies is pushing a “common market” initiative, fostering
regional economic integration and enhancing global competitiveness.
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South Asia has also made significant strides in the adoption of digital technologies. The Digital
Bangladesh Vision 2021 envisages transforming Bangladesh into a prosperous, digital society,
whereas India’s biometric identification systems intend to improve the efficiency of welfare
programmes through digital innovation. However, the region still has a long way to go.
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E-commerce could drive the post-pandemic growth in South Asia, providing new business
opportunities and access to larger markets. In India, e-commerce could create a million jobs by
2030 and be worth $200 billion by 2026. Fintech could drive significant growth and reduce
poverty by building financial inclusion. For instance, Pakistan’s digital financial sector could
boost GDP by 7%, if faster payment gateway, lower costs and fast track licensing are put in
place. A timely, inclusive, and sustainable digital transformation can not only bolster productivity
and growth but also serve as a panacea for some of the region’s socio-economic divides.
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To reap the dividends of digital transformation, South Asia needs to address legal, regulatory
and policy gaps as well as boost digital skills. A robust digital infrastructure is a sine qua non
and there exists a huge financing gap. India alone needs an annual investment of $35 billion to
be in the top five global digital economy and public-private partnership needs to be leveraged for
the region’s digital infrastructure financing.
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Regulatory roadblocks need to be addressed as e-commerce regulations are weak in South
Asia. For the sector to drive growth, issues such as customer protection, digital and market
access regulation, etc. need to be addressed. There would be no digital revolution without
universal digital literacy. Governments and businesses need to come together to revamp the
education system to meet the demand for digital skills and online platforms. The crossflow of
data and personal information calls for stringent cybersecurity measures as many have
experienced painful lessons in data privacy during the pandemic.
This decade will be ‘India’s techade’, says PM Modi
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In South Asia, only a third of the inter-regional trade potential has been exploited, losing out on
$23 billion in revenues (https://bit.ly/37ohgIr). By addressing issues such as regulatory barriers
on currency flows inhibiting online payment to transport-related constraints for cross-border ecommerce activities, South Asia can emulate the European Union’s Digital Single Market
Proposal.
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During the pandemic, South Asian nations joined hands to collectively battle the crises by
contributing towards a COVID-19 emergency fund, exchanging data and information on health
surveillance, sharing research findings, and developing an online learning platform for health
workers. If the eight nations (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Maldives, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka) can start walking the talk, partnership for a successful digital revolution is
plausible. It will need vision, wisdom, and commitment at the highest level of the region’s
political leadership.
COVID-19 has rendered old ways of operating redundant. Concerted collaboration at all levels is
needed to push South Asia out of stagnancy and towards a digital future of shared prosperity.
The right concoction of regulatory and physical infrastructure, skill sets and regional cooperation
can lead toward a digital utopia whereas, the lack of which can breed a dystopian tomorrow.
Adequate support is needed for those who risk falling through the net of digital progress. A
shared “digital vision” could place the region on the right track towards the Fourth Industrial
Revolution.
Syed Munir Khasru is Chairman of the international think tank, The Institute for Policy,
Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG)
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TIGRAY’S WOES: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE
CONFLICT IN ETHIOPIA’S NORTH
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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When Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed sent troops to Tigray, the country’s northern-most
region, in November 2020, he promised it would be a short campaign against the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF). Seven months later, when Ethiopia declared a unilateral
ceasefire and withdrew, Mr. Abiy was indirectly accepting defeat. Government troops are now
facing serious allegations of war crimes as bodies wash up in a river in Sudan that borders
Ethiopia. The federal troops had initially ousted the TPLF from Mekele, the Tigrayan capital, and
established a parallel government. But the TPLF retreated to the mountains, and then struck
back. In June, it recaptured Mekele, forcing the federal troops to pull back. At least in defeat, Mr.
Abiy could have accepted his mistakes and sought a settlement. But instead, he announced a
blockade on Tigray, with even international aid deliveries stopped. The UN says at least
3,50,000 people are facing a “severe food crisis” in the region. The TPLF says it will not stop
fighting unless the government lifts the blockade and pulls back all opposing troops. The conflict
has already spilled over into the Amhara and Afar regions, threatening the very regional makeup of ethnically divided Ethiopia. An influx of refugees has raised tensions with neighbouring
Sudan.
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Mr. Abiy, a Nobel Prize winner, went to war in Tigray as part of an ambitious plan to rewrite the
country’s power balance. Since Ethiopia embraced democracy in 1995, the TPLF, which led the
resistance against the military dictatorship, the ‘Derg’, had played a key role in the ruling
coalition, the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). Mr. Abiy, an Oromo,
rose to power in 2018 amid growing ethnic tensions and protests as the EPRDF’s nominee. He
ended the war with Eritrea, released political prisoners and promised more freedoms. But he
also moved to end the TPLF’s clout in Addis Ababa, which led to a split in the EPRDF. He
formed a different coalition, the Prosperity Party, and retained power, by cutting the TPLF off
federal government networks. When a defiant TPLF challenged the government, he declared
war on Tigray. He may have hoped that the federal troops could oust the TPLF from power and
establish order quickly. But he seemed to have overlooked Ethiopia’s complex history of ethnic
relations and the TPLF’s guerrilla warfare. The war may have helped him politically — his
coalition won a huge majority in the delayed June Parliamentary elections which were held in all
regions except in Tigray — but it has pushed Tigray into an endless rebellion and shaken up the
country’s ethnic balance. It is time for Mr. Abiy to act like a statesman. He should stop the
collective punishment of the Tigrayan people, end the blockade and be ready for talks with the
TPLF for a mutually agreeable cessation of all hostilities.
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PAKISTAN REGRETS NOT BEING INVITED TO INDIALED UNSC MEET ON AFGHANISTAN CRISIS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan
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Pakistan has expressed regret that it was not invited to the United National Security Council
(UNSC) meeting on the situation in Afghanistan, despite being the closest neighbour of the
conflict-ridden country.
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In a statement, the Pakistan Foreign Office (FO) said the UN platform was used to propagate a
false narrative against the Islamic nation while denying it the opportunity to present its point of
view.
The powerful 15-nation UNSC, currently under India's Presidency for the month of August, held
a meeting on the situation in Afghanistan on Friday. Pakistan was not invited to attend the
meeting.
At the discussion, India took a veiled dig at Pakistan for providing safe havens to terrorists.
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"For enduring peace in Afghanistan, terrorist safe havens and sanctuaries in the region must be
dismantled immediately and terrorist supply chains disrupted. It needs to be ensured that
Afghanistan’s neighbours and the region are not threatened by terrorism, separatism, and
extremism," Indian Ambassador to the UN T S Tirumurti said.
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Moreover, Afghanistan's Permanent Representative to the UN Ghulam Isaczai also launched a
scathing attack on Pakistan, saying it was providing safe haven and logistical support to the
Taliban.
Consequently, Pakistan's foreign office said "Pakistan categorically rejects these accusations.
Pakistan's position on the issue has been shared with Security Council members".
He also said that Council's platform was made available to enable the peddling of a false
narrative against Pakistan.
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The foreign office said Pakistan has repeatedly shared its perspective on peace and stability in
Afghanistan by reiterating that there is no military solution to the conflict in Afghanistan and that
a negotiated political settlement is the only way forward for durable peace and security in the
country.
It said Pakistan was seriously concerned at the growing violence in Afghanistan and lack of
substantive progress in the Intra-Afghan negotiations as the US and NATO forces were nearing
completion of the withdrawal of troops from the country.
"Expressing deep concern at the reports of human rights violations, we urge all sides to ensure
full respect for human rights and international humanitarian law," it said.
Pakistan called upon all warring sides in Afghanistan to eschew the military approach, engage
constructively in negotiations, and work together to secure an inclusive, broad-based and
comprehensive political settlement.
Meanwhile, a delegation of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) visited the Line of
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Control and was briefed about the prevailing situation in the volatile region.
The delegation comprised members of Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission
(IPHRC) of the OIC. They visited the Chirikot sector of the Line of Control (LOC), according to a
statement by the Pakistan Army.
(With PTI inputs)
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ROAD AHEAD FROM GOGRA: ON INDIA-CHINA
DISENGAGEMENT PROCESS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

S.
co

m

After the talks on July 31, India and China have taken one more step towards restoring peace
and normalcy on the LAC by disengaging at Gogra. It is, however, only one step, and the road
ahead towards returning to the status quo of April 2020, before the tensions of last summer
upended years of a carefully managed even if uneasy peace along the LAC, remains uncertain.
It has taken 12 rounds of military-level talks to see both sides disengage and put in place buffer
zones in the Galwan Valley, the site of the June 2020 clash that marked the worst violence since
1967, Pangong Lake, and now Patrolling Point 17 in Gogra. The disengagement process at
PP17 took place on August 4 and 5, with a return to permanent bases. The next round of talks
will discuss PP15 in Hot Springs. Demchok, where China has transgressed in relatively smaller
numbers than the deployments seen in Pangong Lake, also remains unresolved. Beijing has
appeared unwilling to discuss the strategically significant Depsang plains, where the Chinese
side has been blocking Indian patrols. The buffer zone model, where both sides temporarily
cease patrolling in disputed areas, has appeared to work so far in keeping the peace. It is,
however, only a temporary measure, and one that India should not accept as permanent as it
would prevent India from enforcing its territorial claims and favour the PLA, which can deploy
faster in larger numbers owing to more favourable terrain and better logistics.
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The next step will be full de-escalation, and a withdrawal of some of the new forward
deployments that have come up close to the LAC. India has signalled that it is prepared for the
long haul; its message: relations cannot return to normal without a full restoration of normalcy on
the borders. While the strategic motivations of China’s border deployments last year are not
clear, the tactical objectives are not difficult to ascertain. Since the 2017 Doklam crisis, China
has consistently stepped up building new permanent airbases and air defence units closer to the
LAC, with at least 13 new positions coming up since then, according to an analysis of satellite
images from Stratfor. India has been moving to rapidly upgrade its own infrastructure to close
the gap. The result is an entirely changed security dynamic along the LAC. There is a need to
come up urgently with new protocols and confidence-building measures, as both sides gradually
resume patrolling in the buffer zones. The multiple transgressions by China and the violence of
last year have set back years of efforts to carefully manage the borders and thrown into doubt
whether the four agreements regulating the behaviour of both sides still remain valid. While the
recent moves towards restoring the peace are certainly welcome, finding a more long-lasting
solution to ensure peace along the LAC will present a taller challenge.
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CHOPPY WATERS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
GLOBAL MARITIME SECURITY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies
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When Prime Minister Narendra Modi took the stage to address the UNSC on a debate on
maritime security — the first Indian premier to do so — he might have hoped to keep the focus
of the discussion on building maritime ties and developing maritime infrastructure through
regional cooperation initiatives. Yet, once more the discussion veered toward major nations
trading barbs on continuing strategic dissonance in this sphere. At the heart of the strident
claims and counterclaims regarding allegations of abuse of maritime resources and disrespect of
territorial sovereignty rights of nations were the U.S., on the one hand, and China and Russia on
the other. Mr. Modi deserves credit for bringing to the table a five-prong plan to enhance
maritime security worldwide through cooperation, including removing barriers to legitimate
maritime trade, settling maritime disputes peacefully and based on international law, jointly
facing natural disasters and maritime threats created by non-state actors, preserving maritime
environment and resources, and encouraging responsible maritime connectivity. Indeed, the
acceptance at the UNSC of the legislative framework for UNCLOS, the “legal framework
applicable to activities in the oceans, including countering illicit activities at sea”, is seen as an
important achievement during India’s month at the helm of the Council. The sustained interest of
India in promoting maritime security also draws from Mr. Modi’s SAGAR vision plan aimed at
strengthening economic and security connections with regional maritime nations.
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If there are strategic barriers to creating momentum in achieving these goals, they are
associated with specific regions of maritime tension including the South China Sea and the
Black Sea. Regarding the former, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken decried the
“dangerous encounters between vessels at sea and provocative actions to advance unlawful
maritime claims”, rejecting “actions that intimidate and bully other states from lawfully accessing
their maritime resources”. Similarly, regarding the Black Sea, the Kerch Strait, the Sea of Azov,
Mr. Blinken at the UNSC debate hit out at what Washington considered “continued aggressive
actions against Ukraine... which are disrupting commerce and energy access”. Although India’s
presidency of the Council is brief, its sustained commitment to promoting maritime security and
boosting trade through sea routes will require it to be adroit in negotiating with these squabbling
powers and creative in seeking resolution of the very real conflicts at the heart of their disputes.
While some may deride UNCLOS as lacking teeth for enforcement, ultimately it is the only
comprehensive framework of laws available to maritime powers to assert their rights consistent
with the rules-based international order. Through its UNSC presidency and beyond, New Delhi
must faithfully advocate for ratification of UNCLOS by all major maritime powers, including the
U.S.
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INS TALWAR EXERCISES WITH A KENYAN NAVAL
SHIP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Africa, African Union (AU) and India
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Post conclusion of exercise Cutlass Express INS Talwar undertook a Maritime Partnership
Exercise with a Kenya Navy Ship Shujaa, an Offshore Patrol Vessel, on 07 Aug 21. Basic
manoeuvring exercises were undertaken by the ships to enhance interoperability and strengthen
maritime cooperation. On completion of exercise, INS Talwar thanked Kenya Navy for hosting
them at Mombasa and KNS Shujaa appreciated Indian Navy for ensuring maritime safety in the
southern IOR especially, East Coast of Africa.

------------------------------

MK/VM/JSN

Post conclusion of exercise Cutlass Express INS Talwar undertook a Maritime Partnership
Exercise with a Kenya Navy Ship Shujaa, an Offshore Patrol Vessel, on 07 Aug 21. Basic
manoeuvring exercises were undertaken by the ships to enhance interoperability and strengthen
maritime cooperation. On completion of exercise, INS Talwar thanked Kenya Navy for hosting
them at Mombasa and KNS Shujaa appreciated Indian Navy for ensuring maritime safety in the
southern IOR especially, East Coast of Africa.
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TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations
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The world once again bowed its head in shame and paid tribute to the victims on the Hiroshima
and Nagasaki days on 6 August and 9 August, respectively. The comity of nations wrestled with
the guilty conscience on the 76th anniversary of both days. Quite ritually, the future of nuclear
weapons or nuclear disarmament came up for discussions during many of the prayer meets.
A section of the international community strongly believes that the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), popularly known as the Ban Treaty, could help in realising the idea
of nuclear disarmament, and has therefore urged the international community, especially the
nuclear weapon states to sign the treaty. In fact, the Mayor of Hiroshima appealed to the
Japanese government to sign the treaty a few days before the Hiroshima Day. Japan is one of
the important countries, which has not signed the treaty as yet. The treaty, at present, has 86
signatories.
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Is nuclear disarmament going to become a reality soon? The idea of nuclear disarmament has
somewhat gathered momentum after the Ban Treaty came into force, i.e., became operational
after 90 days of ratification by the 50th member on 22 January 2021. The treaty now is
generating curiosity as well as hope.
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The oft-repeated question is: Is this a treaty for nuclear disarmament? Is it similar to The
Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) or the Chemical Weapons Convention
(CWC)? The BTWC and the CWC are the disarmament treaties for the other two categories of
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). A large number of nuclear disarmament enthusiasts
belonging to civil society along with some non-nuclear weapon countries want the world to
believe that TPNW, or the Ban Treaty, is nuclear equivalent to the BTWC or the CWC.

cr

In fact, like the other two WMD treaties, the Ban Treaty, too, has comprehensive prohibition
measures. The treaty bans development, testing, production, manufacturing, acquisition,
transfer, use, threat to use, and so on. However, the most interesting provision of the treaty is
the ban on “stationing, installation or deployment of any nuclear weapons or other nuclear
explosive devices” in the territory or at any place under the jurisdiction or control of a member
country.1
The treaty has indeed regenerated hope and optimism for nuclear disarmament in the
international community. Although President Barack Obama did not deliver the promised nuclear
disarmament for which he had received the Nobel Peace Prize in advance, yet his promise at
least did not weaken the nuclear taboo or norm against the use of nuclear weapons existing
since the first and last use in 1945. The Ban Treaty is credited to have assembled support for
the nuclear disarmament narrative in the Donald Trump era.
Nuclear disarmament did not enthuse President Trump much. Even other dominant nuclear
weapon powers did not go beyond some inconsequential resolutions in the United Nations (UN)
for nuclear disarmament. The Ban Treaty consolidated the momentum of humanitarian
initiatives. The treaty, in its preamble, has maintained the essence of the humanitarian
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consequences of nuclear weapons. In fact, the treaty was adopted and opened for signature in
2017 in an adverse situation, for nuclear disarmament.
However, the treaty has not succeeded in adding any additional universal stigma to nuclear
weapons. In fact, it lacks the support base needed for replacing the Cold War vintage “Mutual
Assured Destruction” with “Mutual Assured Abstinence”. The nuclear weapon countries’ faith in
the deterrence logic remains intact. Nuclear deterrence, even though the most sanitised
narrative, requires a continuance of nuclear weapons.
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None of the nuclear weapon countries participated in the negotiation process for the treaty. All
had different arguments, logic and rationale for abstaining from negotiations for the treaty. Some
of the reasons could be valid but in general, the reliance on the salience of nuclear weapons has
put a spanner in the participation for the treaty. Moreover, carving a new treaty by sidestepping
the crisis-ridden Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which has a larger
base, including all old nuclear weapon countries, has not gone down well with many countries
and writers. A major section believes that the non-nuclear member countries should have forced
member countries possessing nuclear weapons to implement Article 6 of the NPT.
Interestingly, not only nuclear weapon countries but also as discussed, the nuclear umbrella
holding countries like Japan have stayed away from negotiations. Of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) members, only the Netherlands participated in negotiations but cast the
only negative vote against the treaty. All the NATO countries, including the Netherlands, are still
desisting from the treaty.
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The treaty exhibited an intriguing response pattern of some peace activist nations. Sweden
participated in negotiations but has not signed the treaty as yet. Norway, which has been at the
forefront of funding various peace, humanitarian and disarmament initiatives, too, skirted
negotiations and of course, the signing of the treaty. A former nuclear umbrella holding country,
New Zealand, has signed, ratified and submitted the declaration that it does not possess or
station any nuclear weapon on its territory.
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Over the years, the institutions for disarmament have evolved. The Special Sessions of the UN
General Assembly devoted to Disarmament have been of immense help. The United Nations
Disarmament Commission and the Conference on Disarmament (CD) have played an important
role in shaping the disarmament initiatives. Admittedly, these institutions are turning nonfunctional. For instance, the CD has not succeeded in delivering a treaty in years because of the
principle of consensus. However, escaping the negotiating body is not a solution. The challenge
lies in building a consensus over the provisions for a disarmament treaty and galvanising public
opinion in its favour.
Quite significantly, even the provisions of the Ban Treaty are blocking the path of many countries
joining it. The treaty merely mentions the need for bearing the cost for verification but any
disarmament treaty needs an elaborate verification and inspection machinery and infrastructure
to build confidence among the members and the global community. The verification deficit
indicates the ad hoc nature of the treaty.
At the time of negotiations, many accused that some dominant forces pushed a readymade text
and that the entire process of negotiations was merely a façade. The treaty does not have a
roadmap for nuclear weapons disarmament/dismantlement. The next meeting may set a
deadline but the absence of nuclear weapon countries will make it futile.
Several countries have complained that through the Ban Treaty the longstanding principle
of sovereign consent prevalent in international law is damaged. Proponents of the Ban Treaty
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are advised to read the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties in letter and spirit.
India, too, has stayed away from the treaty. It has neither participated in negotiations nor signed
the treaty. India wants a treaty to be negotiated in the CD for universal, non-discriminatory and
verifiable nuclear disarmament. The Indian government observes that the Ban Treaty “does not
constitute or contribute to the development of customary international law; nor does it set any
new standards or norms.”2
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In the absence of other nuclear weapon countries, India joining the treaty may amount to opting
for unilateral nuclear disarmament. This cannot be recommended to a country, which is
surrounded by two hostile nuclear neighbours. However, the Ban Treaty needs to be seen as a
transitional initiative of a creative new disarmament politics. The oft-repeated idea—a feasible,
comprehensive, verifiable and enforceable nuclear disarmament regime—could become a
reality only by a genuine commitment of nuclear weapon countries to a Nuclear Weapons
Convention negotiated in the CD.
Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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AN INDIAN SAIL TO NAVIGATE THE MARITIME
ENVIRONMENT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address on August 9 at the UNSC High-Level Open Debate on
“Enhancing Maritime Security: A Case For International Cooperation”, convened by India, was
both timely and apt. He described the oceans as a common heritage for humankind and a
lifeline for the future of the planet. In urging the global community to develop a common
framework to deal with contemporary challenges, including maritime disputes and natural
disasters, he outlined a far-sighted vision rooted in India’s culture, history and geography.
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With a long coastline and large island chains spread-eagled across the Indian Ocean, India has
a natural seaward orientation, with key sea lanes of communication coursing through its
surrounding seas.
How India is shaping the UN Security Council's agenda | In Focus podcast

India has ancient maritime traditions. In the 15th century, Vasco de Gama was piloted to the
west coast of India from Zanzibar by a Gujarati seaman. Long before that, India’s ancient
mariners were trading with the old world. The very word navigation is derived from the Sanskrit
word “navgath”.
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In enunciating five principles, Mr. Modi linked free and open trade to India’s civilisational ethos.
His words were a reminder of India’s maritime trade with Mesopotamia 4,500 years ago. Lothal
was a key maritime centre of the Indus Valley civilisation.
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The Prime Minister’s home State, Gujarat, has one of India’s oldest maritime histories. Kutch
and Kathiawar as well as the Malabar coast enjoyed ancient links to Africa. A ship built
indigenously and manned by a local crew voyaged to England and back in the time of Rao Godji
II (1760-1778) of Kutch. Buddhism and Hinduism spread to South-east Asia by the maritime
route. Even Islam took the maritime route from India to South-east Asia.
Editorial | Choppy waters: On global maritime security
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Mr. Modi reiterated the relevance of SAGAR (Security And Growth For All In The Region). He
urged the international community to develop a cooperative and inclusive framework for
maritime security, so essential for unimpeded trade and commerce. Ninety per cent of global
trade is conducted on the high seas, for the simple reason that it continues to be the most cost
effective mode of transport.
Disruption of sea lanes of communication has global repercussions. The blockage in the Suez
Canal earlier this year interrupted the flow of trade worth billions of dollars. In 1956, great
powers intervened militarily when Egypt nationalised this key waterway. Today, a naval
blockade at any choke-point in the Indo-Pacific could prove catastrophic.
Freedom of navigation and unimpeded commerce are key to the spread of prosperity. Critical
supply chains depend on the concept of mare liberum (open seas). The neo-colonial concept of
mare clausum (closed seas) in the South China Sea is anathema to the future of the global
economy.
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India looks at integrating more countries into coastal radar network
The Prime Minister advocated peaceful settlement of maritime disputes on the basis of
international law. This idea is rooted in India’s values of peace and non-violence. India’s
acceptance of the award by the Permanent Court of Arbitration in 2014 paved the way for India
and Bangladesh to put aside their maritime dispute and forge even closer ties. This should be an
example to others in the region. In 2016, China summarily rejected the Permanent Court of
Arbitration ruling in favour of the Philippines.
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Today, natural disasters and maritime threats posed by non-state actors have grown
exponentially. Mr. Modi called upon the global community to rally together to deal effectively with
the ravages of cyclones, tsunami and maritime pollution. India’s role as ‘first responder’ in the
Indian Ocean, whether in thwarting piracy or providing relief after the Boxing Day tsunami in
2004, is well- documented. The Indian Air Force airlifted 30 tonnes of relief material to Mauritius
in August 2020 to contain an oil spill that threatened to engulf the island nation’s pristine coast.
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The Indian Coast Guard’s operational reach and capability has vastly improved in dealing with
environmental hazards and piracy. The election, on August 5, of the Director General of Indian
Coast Guard as the executive director of the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating
Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP) Information Sharing Centre,
Singapore. is an endorsement of India’s contributions. India now has white shipping agreements
with several countries. The Indian Navy’s state-of-the-art Information Fusion Centre-Indian
Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) based in Gurugram hosts officers from the United States, Japan,
France, Australia and the United Kingdom. The Indian Navy regularly offers a large number of
training slots to friendly countries.

ac
k

Mr. Modi’s remarks underscored the importance of preserving the maritime environment and its
resources. The oceans remain our lifeline. Yet, they have been overwhelmed by plastic waste
which chokes all forms of marine life. This, in turn, poisons the entire food chain and imperils the
lives of millions.
Not on the same page at sea
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Development of connectivity and infrastructure were also outlined as a major priority. There are
heightened concerns today over China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). India stands for
openness and transparency in the execution of projects, based on local priorities, with in-built
fiscal viability and environmental sustainability. The U.S., Japan and Australia are also
promoting better standards for global infrastructure through the Blue Dot Network.
As President of the UN Security Council for the month of August, India’s leadership in the
debate on maritime security, that too at the level of the Prime Minister, has strengthened its
credentials as a key stake-holder in the maritime commons. The Presidential Statement issued
on the occasion highlights the commitment of the UN Security Council to international law. More
relevantly, it emphasises the importance of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea as the legal framework governing all maritime activity.
Editorial | Enforcing claims: On U.S. challenging India’s maritime rights
India’s natural interests stretch across both the Indian and Pacific Oceans as reflected in its
inclusive Indo-Pacific vision. No doubt, India’s initiative will further the prospects for a stable and
enduring maritime environment.
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Sujan R. Chinoy, a former Ambassador, is currently DG, Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. The views expressed are personal
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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THE LEGAL CHALLENGES IN RECOGNISING THE
TALIBAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan
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The Taliban’s horrific takeover of Afghanistan has triggered a new debate in international law on
the issue of recognising an entity that claims to be the new government of a state. This debate
assumes significance because China and Russia, two of the five permanent United Nations
Security Council members, have seemingly shown readiness to recognise a Taliban-led
government whereas countries like Canada have opposed it. Questions of recognition do not
arise when change of government within a state occurs when political power is transferred
through legal means. However, things are different when the change of government happens
through extra-legal methods like ousting the sitting government using unconstitutional means.
The Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan squarely falls in this category.
Recognition of governments under international law is vital for several reasons. It is important to
know who the governing authority of the state is, who has the responsibility for effectually
carrying out domestic and international legal obligations ranging from pursuing diplomatic
relations to the protection of human rights, and so on.
Situation in Kabul under Taliban 'better' than it was under Ghani govt: Russian envoy
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A salient point to remember is that recognition of the government should not be confused with
recognition of the state under international law. As Malcolm Shaw, the celebrated international
lawyer, writes, “a change in government, however accomplished, does not affect the identity of
the State itself.” Thus, in the current debate, the issue is not about the recognition of
Afghanistan, whose legal personality remains intact. Whether countries recognise the Taliban
regime or not will depend on their political considerations and geo-strategic interests, as evident
from the Chinese and Russian overtures. However, certain criteria have evolved in international
law on deciding the issue of recognition of governments and these need to be prudently looked
at.
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Traditionally, the test used in international law to make a decision about the recognition of a new
government is that of ‘effectiveness’. According to this principle, to recognise a government
means to determine whether it effectively controls the state it claims to govern. In other words, it
means to determine whether the government has effective control over the state’s territory (or a
part of it), a majority of the population, national institutions, the banking and monetary system,
etc. with a reasonable possibility of permanence. The inherent assumption is that effective
control means the people of the country accept, or at least acquiesce to, the new regime; if they
did not, they would overthrow it. Under this doctrine, it is immaterial how the new government
occupied office (whether through civil war, revolution, or a military coup). Since there is hardly
any doubt that the Taliban now effectively controls Afghanistan, as per this test, it would be
recognised as Afghanistan’s government for international law and thus, international relations.
A doctrine competing with the effective control theory is that of democratic legitimacy. According
to this doctrine, recognition of a government also depends on whether it is the legitimate
representative of the people it claims to govern. So, governments that capture power through
non-democratic means — notwithstanding their exercising de facto control over the country —
should not be recognised by states. The end of the Cold War, the subsequent spread of
democracy in the world, and the growing demand for universal respect for human rights gave an
impetus to this doctrine in the last three decades.
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China says sanctions on Taliban not productive
This doctrine has led many countries to bestow de jure recognition (legal recognition) on
governments in exile in place of governments exercising effective control. Two recent examples
can be offered. First, many countries recognised Yemen’s Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi government
in exile since 2015 on the ground that the rebellious separatists acquired power in Yemen
through illegal means. Second, the Nicolás Maduro government in Venezuela is not recognised
by several countries due to the alleged lack of democratic legitimacy.
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The Taliban regime, despite exercising effective control over Afghanistan, lacks democratic
legitimacy. Thus, it would fail to be recognised as the legitimate representative of Afghanistan if
the doctrine of democratic legitimacy is applied. Things would become even more complicated if
the Afghan President, Ashraf Ghani, who fled the country when the Taliban entered Kabul, were
to announce a government in exile.
China's game plan in Afghanistan | In Focus podcast
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However, some international lawyers like Erika de Wet doubt whether the doctrine of democratic
legitimacy, notwithstanding its worth and instinctive appeal to the champions of liberal
democracy, has become a binding part of customary international law when it comes to the
recognition of governments. In other words, governments may rely on the doctrine of democratic
legitimacy to refuse de jure recognition of the Taliban. Nevertheless, there is no binding legal
obligation on countries to withhold recognition of the Taliban on the ground that it does not enjoy
democratic legitimacy. Thus, if Russia and China were to formally recognise the Taliban regime
due to its effective control of Afghanistan, it would be consistent with international law.
What the Taliban's return means for India | In Focus podcast
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Given the Taliban’s brutal past, its extremist ideology, and profound absence of democratic
legitimacy, India is within its right to withhold de jure recognition of the Taliban regime.
Nonetheless, it will have to find a way to engage with the Taliban given India’s huge investments
in Afghanistan and stakes in the South Asian region. India should adopt a clear policy that it will
deal with the Taliban simply because it is the de facto government, not because it is a legitimate
one. This principle should be followed for bilateral relations and also for multilateral dealings
such as within the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation.
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Prabhash Ranjan will soon join Jindal Global Law School, O.P. Jindal Global University, as
Professor and Vice Dean. Views are personal
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IN FREE FALL: ON LEBANON AND ITS SECTARIAN
POLITICS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Lebanon, which has been battling multiple crises for the last couple of years, is on the brink of
an economic collapse. The meltdown that forced the country to default on its bonds in 2019 for
the first time since its independence in 1943 was aggravated by last year’s Beirut port blast. The
explosion that killed over 200 people and wounded about 7,000 others on August 4, 2020 is
estimated to have caused damage worth $15 billion. The blast has also deepened the country’s
political crisis as Lebanon has been ruled by a caretaker government ever since. The
Mediterranean country is now reeling under a severe economic downturn, medicine, food and
fuel shortages and rising crimes. Recently, its central bank stated that it could no longer finance
fuel imports at subsidised rates citing depleted reserves. Fuel shortages have led to chaotic
scenes across the country. Last week, at least 28 people were killed in the country’s north when
a fuel tank exploded while locals were scrambling for its fuel. UNICEF has warned that millions
of Lebanese are facing a severe water shortage. The economic crisis has pushed more than half
the population into poverty, while the currency value has fallen by 90%. According to the World
Bank, Lebanon’s GDP per capita fell by 40% in dollar terms between 2018 and 2020, while real
GDP contracted by 20.3% in 2020. The Bank assesses that even with quick reforms, it will take
years before the economy gets back to its pre-crisis size.
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Since the Beirut blast, President Michel Aoun appointed three Prime Minister-designates. Two of
them stepped down after having failed to form a government. According to Lebanon’s
Constitution, the President should be a Maronite Christian, the Prime Minister a Sunni, and the
Parliament Speaker a Shia. Political parties are divided largely along sectarian lines. The PMdesignates, who were Sunni politicians or technocrats, often failed to bring together the
country’s different political factions, including that of President Aoun. In late July, former Prime
Minister Najib Mikati was tasked with forming the next government. He is yet to conclude talks
with other political blocs. With the country facing a severe fuel shortage, Hezbollah, the powerful
Shia militia-cum-political party, has moved to import fuel directly from Iran. Hezbollah says it is
trying to ease the country’s fuel situation while its opponents say the move is aimed at drawing
Lebanon further into the Iranian orbit and could be counterproductive as oil deals with Iran could
attract sanctions from the U.S. Lebanon’s politicians have sought fresh loans from the IMF, but
the fund will release money only if the government commits itself to reforms. For that, Lebanon
has to form a government first. Lebanon’s political elites should realise that the country is facing
a once-in-a-century crisis, set aside their sectarian politics, and come together to form a stable
government. If not, nothing can stop the country’s free fall.
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TALIBAN MUST GUARANTEE SAFE PASSAGE: G7
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Safety first:Members of the British and U.S. armed forces evacuating people at Kabul
airport.AFP-
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The Taliban must “guarantee” safe passage for those fleeing Afghanistan beyond the current
August 31 evacuation deadline, the G7 agreed on Tuesday, according to British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson.
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Mr. Johnson, who convened the emergency meeting, said that he and his colleagues had
agreed to “a road map for the way in which we’re going to engage with the Taliban” in future.
But he added that the “number one condition” was “to guarantee... through August 31 and
beyond, a safe passage for those who want to come out”.
The U.K. chaired the emergency talks among the group of wealthy countries on Tuesday, saying
it would urge Mr. Biden to extend his August 31 deadline to pull American forces out of
Afghanistan. France also called on Washington to push back the timeline.
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However, Mr. Biden decided after the G7 talks that he would stick to the deadline, U.S. media
reported.
Britain’s Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said earlier on Tuesday it was “unlikely” evacuations
from Afghanistan would be extended beyond August 31.

ac
k

The G7 leaders also agreed that the Taliban would be “held accountable for their actions on
preventing terrorism, on human rights in particular those of women, girls and minorities and on
pursuing an inclusive political settlement in Afghanistan”, according to a statement issued by Mr.
Johnson’s Downing Street office.
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‘INDIA-RUSSIA DEFENCE TRADE WORTH $15BN IN 3
YEARS’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia
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In the last three years, since 2018, the defence trade between India and Russia was $15 billion
because of some big ticket defence deals, said Victor N. Kladov, Head of International
Cooperation and Regional Policy of Rostec state corporation.
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The S-400 air defence systems deal, for which deliveries are scheduled to begin in a few
months, was on schedule, Mr. Kladov said, while downplaying the threat of U.S. sanctions under
CAATSA (Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act).
“Indian government stands very firm in protecting national interests… Since getting S-400 is very
important to enhance national air defence, definitely India will continue implementing this
contract,” Mr. Kladov said in a conversation with The Hindu at the ongoing Army 2021 exhibition.
Stating that CAATSA was not targeted against Russia but against third countries cooperating
with Russia, Mr. Kladov said it was for the Indian side to decide “how to protect itself”.
“When it comes to our side, we are very helpful. For instance, we protect our banking systems
by doing payments in national currencies,” he said.
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Mr. Kladov said they had no problems as far as payments are concerned. “At every stage of the
contract, there is an instalment payment. We are moving smoothly because we are getting
instalment payments.”
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As reported by The Hindu earlier, deliveries of S-400 long range air defence systems are
scheduled to begin by November.
Air Force trained
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“One team of Indian Air Force (IAF) officials has been trained in Russia to operate the system
and a second team is being trained now,” said Vyacheslav K. Dzirkaln, Deputy Director General
for foreign economic activities of Almaz Antey, which manufactures the S-400, on the sidelines
of Army 2021.
In October 2018, India and Russia signed a $5.43 billion deal for five S-400 regiments despite
objections from the United States. U.S. officials have on several occasions raised concerns over
the deal as India deepens its defence cooperation with the U.S. and has acquired several
frontline military platforms like transport aircraft, helicopters, artillery and drones.
A few JVs were set up long before the Government of India announced the Make in India
initiative like BrahMos, and more were being set up for the manufacture of Ka-226T helicopters
and Ak-203 assault rifles, Mr. Kladov said. Russia was ready to kick start production once the
deal for Ka-226T utility helicopters was signed, he said. “We lost a few years on localisation
issues… By concluding this deal we can further supply to third countries.”
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MODI, PUTIN DISCUSS AFGHANISTAN CRISIS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Diplomatic ties:NSA Ajit Doval and other officials during a virtual meeting of BRICS NSAs in
New Delhi.PTIPTI
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday discussed
charting out a “coordinated” strategy in Afghanistan, while National Security Advisers (NSA)
from the five BRICS countries met virtually to discuss developments there with a focus on
combating terrorism.
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Officials said the Russian President called Mr. Modi to discuss developments in Afghanistan,
with the two leaders agreeing to set up a “permanent bilateral channel” on the issues arising
from the Taliban takeover.
“Had a detailed and useful exchange of views with my friend President Putin on recent
developments in Afghanistan,” Mr. Modi tweeted after the 45-minute conversation.
Among the particular areas of concern were ensuring regional security, countering radicalisation
and spread of “terrorist ideology”, and the proliferation of drugs as a consequence of the
developments, a Russian Embassy spokesperson said.
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These were also issues that figured as the NSAs from India, Russia, China, Brazil and South
Africa met virtually, one of the key meetings in the lead-up to next month’s BRICS leaders’
summit, which India is chairing.
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NSA Ajit Doval hosted the virtual meeting. The Ministry of External Affairs said the meeting
“reviewed the regional and global political and security scenario with particular reference to
current developments in Afghanistan, Iran, West Asia and the Gulf, and emerging threats to
national security, such as cybersecurity”.
The meeting also discussed counter-terrorism, and India raised “the issue of cross-border
terrorism and activities of groups such as the Lashkar-e-Taiba [LeT] and Jaish-e-Mohammed
[JeM], which enjoy State support and threaten peace and security,” it said.
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The Ministry added that the representatives “adopted and recommended the BRICS Counter
Terrorism Action Plan”.
On Afghanistan, there do remain differences within the grouping, with China and Russia broadly
aligning their positions.
China and Russia, along with Pakistan, are among the few countries that continue to keep their
embassies open in Afghanistan in contrast to India, which has evacuated all diplomatic
personnel.
Both Russia and China continue to maintain their diplomatic presence in Kabul and have hosted
Taliban delegations on a number of occasions, most recently by China on July 28. However,
both are yet to offer recognition to the new regime.
How far India and Russia can indeed coordinate their strategies, as both leaders discussed on
Tuesday, remains to be seen.
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Both Indian and Russian officials said it was significant that Mr. Putin reached out to Mr. Modi
directly, indicating the Russian interest in working with India bilaterally, and multilaterally at the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) and at other forums like BRICS, despite the differences
between India and China on the Afghanistan issue, and on the role of Pakistan in facilitating the
Taliban. China’s Foreign Ministry said in a statement that the BRICS NSA’s meet was “an
important platform for the five countries to strengthen political security cooperation”.
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CABINET APPROVES MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN INSTITUTE OF
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF INDIA (ICAI) AND
INSTITUTE OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS OF
RUSSIA (IPAR)
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Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia
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The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the
signing Memorandum of Understanding between Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) and Institute of Professional Accountants of Russia (IPAR).

Details:
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Approval for signing Memorandum of Understanding between the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Institute of Professional Accountants of Russia (IPAR) would
help in establishing mutual cooperation in the areas of Professional Accountancy Training,
Professional Ethics, Technical Research, Advancement of Accounting Knowledge, Professional
and Intellectual Development.
Implementation Strategy and Targets:
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The proposed MoU aims to strengthen cooperation in matters of accountancy profession
through exchange of views, information in respect of Professional Accountancy Training,
Professional Ethics, Technical Research, Professional Development of Accountants. It is also
intended to promote mutual cooperation through seminars, conferences and joint activities
mutually beneficial to both the parties and provide updates on the development of the
accountancy profession in India and Russia to promote the profession in the world. The parties
will also create a linkage to each other's websites as a means of information support.
Major impact:
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The MoU between ICAI and IPAR, Russia, is expected to provide an additional impetus to
prospects of the ICAI Members to get professional opportunities in Russia in short to long term
future. The aim of MoU is to work together to develop a mutually beneficial relationship for the
best interest of ICAI members and the two respective organizations. With MoU, ICAI would be
able to help strengthen the partnership with Russia by providing the Export of Services in
Accountancy profession.
Benefits:
ICAI members are holding middle to top level positions in various organisations across the
countries and can influence the decision/policy making strategies of respective organisations of
a country. ICAI through its vast network of Chapters and Representative Offices in 68 cities of
45 countries of the world is committed to play an important role by sharing the prevalent
practices in their respective countries so that the Government of India can adopt the best
practices being followed by them to attract foreign investment and to encourage them to
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establish their setup in India, This MoU will benefit Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India and Institute of Professional Accountants of Russia.
Background:

******

S.
co

DS

m

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) is a statutory body established under the
Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 for the regulation of the profession of Chartered Accountants
in India. ICAI has contributed immensely in the field of education, professional development,
maintenance of high accounting, auditing and ethical standards in furtherance of the profession
of Chartered accountants, which is recognized globally. The Institute of Professional
Accountants of Russia (IPAR) is the largest non-profit association of accountants in Russia.

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the
signing Memorandum of Understanding between Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) and Institute of Professional Accountants of Russia (IPAR).

Details:
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Approval for signing Memorandum of Understanding between the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Institute of Professional Accountants of Russia (IPAR) would
help in establishing mutual cooperation in the areas of Professional Accountancy Training,
Professional Ethics, Technical Research, Advancement of Accounting Knowledge, Professional
and Intellectual Development.
Implementation Strategy and Targets:
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The proposed MoU aims to strengthen cooperation in matters of accountancy profession
through exchange of views, information in respect of Professional Accountancy Training,
Professional Ethics, Technical Research, Professional Development of Accountants. It is also
intended to promote mutual cooperation through seminars, conferences and joint activities
mutually beneficial to both the parties and provide updates on the development of the
accountancy profession in India and Russia to promote the profession in the world. The parties
will also create a linkage to each other's websites as a means of information support.
Major impact:

The MoU between ICAI and IPAR, Russia, is expected to provide an additional impetus to
prospects of the ICAI Members to get professional opportunities in Russia in short to long term
future. The aim of MoU is to work together to develop a mutually beneficial relationship for the
best interest of ICAI members and the two respective organizations. With MoU, ICAI would be
able to help strengthen the partnership with Russia by providing the Export of Services in
Accountancy profession.
Benefits:
ICAI members are holding middle to top level positions in various organisations across the
countries and can influence the decision/policy making strategies of respective organisations of
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a country. ICAI through its vast network of Chapters and Representative Offices in 68 cities of
45 countries of the world is committed to play an important role by sharing the prevalent
practices in their respective countries so that the Government of India can adopt the best
practices being followed by them to attract foreign investment and to encourage them to
establish their setup in India, This MoU will benefit Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India and Institute of Professional Accountants of Russia.
Background:
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The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) is a statutory body established under the
Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 for the regulation of the profession of Chartered Accountants
in India. ICAI has contributed immensely in the field of education, professional development,
maintenance of high accounting, auditing and ethical standards in furtherance of the profession
of Chartered accountants, which is recognized globally. The Institute of Professional
Accountants of Russia (IPAR) is the largest non-profit association of accountants in Russia.
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FRAMING JAPAN’S ECONOMIC SECURITY AGENDA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan
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The COVID-19 pandemic has situated the policy conversation on economic security at the
centre stage of national security calculus not just in Washington and European capitals but also
in Tokyo. Hard policy choices are at play as high-tech supply chains are redefining the global
balance of power, order and values. Key agenda on the high table encompasses mapping
vulnerabilities and controlling chokepoints in supply chains, especially semiconductors,
advanced batteries for electric vehicles (EV), rare earth and strategic minerals, and
pharmaceuticals that are increasingly proving to be game-changers in the Sino-US rivalry. The
Basic Policy on Economic and Fiscal Management and Reform 2020 underscored the urgency
to craft both a “just-in-time” and “just-in-case”1 design for bolstering economic security and
effective risk management.
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As Tokyo takes a deep dive into framing its economic security strategy, pressing questions
occupy the mind space of policy elites: how to balance the goal of attaining “strategic autonomy”
in critical supply chains at the national level, and at the same time pursue “strategic
indispensability”2 at the global level by positioning Japan in control of chokepoints in the
international supply network? How to ensure that regulating foreign investment in “core”
industries through revision of the Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Act is not perceived as
unwarranted government intervention eroding predictability3 and further dampen Japan’s
already abysmal share4 of inward FDI to GDP? How to compete effectively and create space for
Japanese firms globally in patenting 6G solutions instead of playing the catch-up game as
witnessed in the case of 5G technology? How to secure Japan’s critical national security
infrastructure and institutions from cyber espionage?
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Sino-US contest over competing values and ideology is at play. In carving a Sino-centric order,
President Xi Jinping relies on not just hard military power but also smart geo-economic tools.
Beyond mega-strategic designs like the Belt and Road Initiative, Beijing is employing targeted
programmes including the Thousand Talents Plan, Made in China 2025, and China Standards
2035 in its quest to become a global technology and innovation leader. Thus Washington and its
allies are stepping up their game by mainstreaming economic security in policy planning—be it
seeking to bolster American power with the US Innovation and Competition Act, or investing in
forming an alliance of techno-democracies, or leading the advanced economies in the Build
Back Better World (B3W) initiative.
Japan, as a potent US ally and the third largest economy, is an important anchor in shaping the
rules and standards of the post COVID-19 order. While economic diplomacy has long been an
important pillar of Japan’s grand strategy, the policies on economic security are still in the
making. Tokyo has aligned its policies with the US and other strategic partners, and positioned
itself in an instrumental role in designing several key initiatives, including collectively committing
US$ 4.5 billion in quest for Beyond 5G solutions under the US-Japan Competitiveness and
Resilience (CoRe) Partnership; the Quad group on emerging technologies to coordinate on
development of technology standards; leading data governance under Osaka Track; anchoring
the Japan–Australia–India Resilient Supply Chain Initiative (RSCI); advancing infrastructure
development through the US–Japan–Australia Blue Dot Network and so on. In fact, Tokyo has
demonstrated credible global leadership in steering trade liberalisation and played a crucial role
in agenda and standard setting in mega Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).
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Japan is building defence with new legislations and also beefing up its institutional set up. From
setting up an economic unit at the National Security Secretariat (NSS) and a Digital Agency;
drafting legislations5 with the objective of seamless inter-ministerial coordination in averting
outflow of strategic technologies; moving towards a security clearance system; enacting national
security related land bill mandating disclosure of foreign ownership near strategic assets; setting
up stringent disclosure rules on universities in sensitive research areas like artificial intelligence
(AI) and biotechnology; revising Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Act to secure sensitive
information and technology from foreign state interference, and protecting rare earth industry6
from hostile foreign takeovers; subsidising manufacturers to re-shore and diversify supply
chains; extending tax incentives to encourage network service providers to advance secured 5G
infrastructure and alleviate supply-chain risks—Japan’s economic security thinking is
manifesting.
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Framing a robust semiconductor strategy has taken centre stage in Japan’s New Growth
Strategy 2021. The Strategy for Semiconductors and the Digital Industry, released by Japan’s
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), categorically argues that cutting-edge logic
semiconductors, considered the “brain of industry”, is Japan’s weak link,7 and thus Tokyo is
aiming to strengthen domestic manufacturing by way of joint ventures with overseas foundries.
Japan is looking at working with the US, Taiwan and the Netherlands which possess the
materials and manufacturing capability to produce next-generation semiconductors. The ruling
Liberal Democratic Party has formed a Diet group on semiconductor strategy8 led by Amari
Akira and supported by Abe Shinzo and Aso Taro. To attain strategic indispensability in the
supply chain, Japan should control choke point technologies in global semiconductor ecosystem
and concentrate on areas where it is globally competitive, like advanced materials and
production equipment.9 Allocating more resources to develop chip manufacturing technology is
vitally important.
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Following the pandemic, geo-political complexities have further sharpened the discourse on
economic security. The key question is how to safeguard Japanese interests from Chinese
“predatory” economics on the one hand and the impact of ensuing Sino-US strategic rivalry on
the other? Even before the pandemic induced global recession, the trade war between world’s
two leading economies adversely affected Japan given its deeply enmeshed trade and
investment roots both in the US and China. Balancing Tokyo’s national interests in the
US–China–Japan triangle constitutes a gargantuan challenge. As a stabilizer of the US-led
system, Tokyo and Beijing have competing visions of regional order. The US–Japan treaty
alliance remains a potent force in defending the rules-based international order, and serves as a
global public good in anchoring strategic stability in the Indo-Pacific. Nevertheless, engaging in a
zero-sum game with China, the second largest economy which remains a compelling force in
post COVID-19 economic recovery with huge market, and Japan’s largest trading partner, is not
an easy choice. Amid this delicate balance, as Tokyo taps into the economic opportunities that
China presents, managing risks and buttressing national security is vitally important while doing
business with China. While Keidanren (Japan Business Federation) has begun debating
economic security within its Foreign Affairs Committee, going ahead, the conversation between
the government and the private sector needs to deepen to achieve better synergy. It would entail
balancing the national security and economic cost without diluting Japan’s global standing as a
pivotal player in promoting rules.
Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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FM DISCUSSES KEY AREAS OF COOPERATION FOR
SUPPORTING RECOVERY OF BRICS NATIONS
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Thursday discussed with her BRICS counterparts the
key areas of cooperation that would be crucial in supporting recovery of the grouping’s
economies and maintaining macroeconomic stability, while protecting against future
uncertainties posed by the pandemic.pti
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INDIA ON WAIT AND WATCH ON AFGHANISTAN:
CENTRE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar interacting with presspersons in New Delhi on
Thursday.PTI-
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Minister for External Affairs S. Jaishankar on Thursday described the situation in Afghanistan
after the Taliban takeover as critical, adding that India, like the rest of the world, was following a
“wait and watch” policy.
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At an all-party meeting on the situation in Afghanistan held at Parliament House, Mr. Jaishankar
said the priority of the Government of India at this point was the evacuation of Indian nationals
and Afghan partners from the war-torn country.
“It is an evolving situation and I request everybody to be patient so that once the situation
normalises, we can tell you what India’s stand is,” the Minister said, addressing presspersons
after the meeting.
37 leaders attend
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The meeting went on for three-and-a-half hours, and was attended by 37 leaders from 31
political parties, including Congress leaders Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, Mallikarjun Kharge and
Anand Sharma; Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) leader Sharad Pawar; Trinamool Congress
leaders Saugata Roy and Sukhendu Sekhar Roy; former Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda;
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) MPs Tiruchi Siva and T.R. Baalu; Telangana Rashtra
Samithi’s (TRS) Nama Nageswara Rao; Telegu Desam Party’s (TDP) Jayadev Galla; and CPI
MP Binoy Viswam. Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla and India’s Ambassador to Afghanistan
Rudrendra Tandon were also present at the briefing, as was Leader of the House in the Rajya
Sabha Piyush Goyal.
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Mr. Jaishankar briefed the MPs on the evacuation of Indian Embassy staff and the closing down
of India’s consulates in various cities, and added that a team has been deployed at the Kabul
airport after the closure of the Embassy to facilitate evacuation. Mr. Jaishankar said the
government had evacuated 175 Embassy personnel, 263 other Indian nationals, 112 Afghan
nationals and 15 third country nationals, with the total figure at 565 in six evacuation flights so
far.
His presentation to the MPs clarified the tough conditions under which the evacuations were
taking place, including a lack of a central command and control, the takeover of Kabul by the
Taliban earlier than expected and the bringing forward of the date of U.S. withdrawal from
Afghanistan. The presentation also went into details of the various talks held on the Afghan
issue and what went on in parallel in terms of the developments on the ground.
Opposition MPs present at the meeting said the government interlocutors also conveyed that the
Kabul airport could also be attacked by suspected Islamic State (IS) terrorists, a fear even the
Taliban had.
Speaking after the briefing, Mr. Jaishankar said, “On this [Afghanistan] matter, all political parties
have similar views. We approached the issue with a spirit of national unity.”
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Opposition leaders, while appreciating the briefing, had tough questions for Mr. Jaishankar over
the deportation from India a few weeks ago of a woman Member of Parliament from
Afghanistan.
Mr. Jaishankar expressed regret at the incident, calling it a decision taken by “overcautious”
immigration officials at the Delhi airport. According to sources, this issue was raised by Mr.
Kharge, who is also the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha. In reply, Mr. Jaishankar,
while expressing regret, said it was an isolated incident and that India had rescued many other
Afghan parliamentarians.
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Fielding many questions from the Opposition on India’s future engagement with the Taliban in
Afghanistan, Mr. Jaishankar said India, like rest of the world, was following a “wait and watch”
policy.
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Mr. Kharge also raised a series of questions on the government’s contingency plan to evacuate
Indians if they were stranded beyond the August 31 deadline, and the exact number of Indians
yet to be evacuated. Sources claimed that the government did not share the exact number yet to
be evacuated.
The Congress delegation also asked about the government’s counterterrorism measures,
especially in Jammu and Kashmir, in the wake of the rise of the Taliban. While raising the issue
of the Taliban’s impact on security in the region, Mr. Kharge stressed that the political process
should be restarted by restoring Statehood for Jammu and Kashmir.
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PM’s absence
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Questions were also raised about the absence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi from the
meeting, adding that it was a courtesy that his predecessor, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, always
extended to the Opposition. Mr. Kharge, according to the sources, said Mr. Modi should have
been present at such a meeting.
Mr. Gowda said a similar period of uncertainty in Afghanistan had prevailed during his
premiership, and that the current government needed to foreground the issue of internal
security.

cr

The Revolutionary Socialist Party’s (RSP) N.K. Premachandran, Mr. Viswam and the CPI(M)’s
P.R. Natarajan cornered Mr. Jaishankar on what they called the “grand isolation” of India. Mr.
Natarajan, as per sources, said U.S. President Joe Biden, in his campaign speeches, had
announced that America would be withdrawing its forces from Afghanistan. Despite prior
warning, why was India not prepared, the MP asked. He also questioned whether the U.S. had
kept India in the loop when they decided to advance the withdrawal of their forces.
The Left and the Trinamool Congress, which was represented by Mr. Saugata, also questioned
the government on safeguarding Indian investments in Afghanistan.
“There are 500 projects, including the Afghanistan Parliament, in which India has made some
serious investments. We asked what the government’s plan was to secure this investment. But
Mr. Jaishankar did not give us a credible reply,” an Opposition member said.
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INDIA-AUSTRALIA AIM FOR ‘EARLY HARVEST’ TRADE
PACT BY DEC.
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia

Piyush Goyal
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The trade ministers of India and Australia have agreed to speed up trade negotiations with an
aim to reach an interim ‘early harvest’ pact by December for liberalising the bilateral flow of
goods and services.
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Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal met Australia’s Minister for Trade, Tourism and
Investment Dan Tehan virtually on Thursday to discuss the road map for concluding a
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA), beginning with the early harvest
accord.
The meeting comes within three weeks of a visit to New Delhi by the Australian Prime Minister’s
special envoy to India Tony Abbott. Australia views India as a long-standing, valued and trusted
partner, Mr. Abbott had asserted in his meetings with Indian ministers, hinting at an expeditious
approach on Canberra’s part to CECA negotiations.

‘Pathway to CECA’
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Three rounds of talks have already been held between the chief trade negotiators of both sides,
the ministers said in a joint statement.
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“The Ministers noted the importance that negotiations take into account the views of business,
industry and other stakeholders, and decided to start consultations on the potential opportunities
and impacts of an interim agreement as a pathway to a full CECA,” they added.
“The Ministers look forward to a balanced trade agreement that encourages expanded trade and
investment flows to the benefit of both of our economies and peoples,” the ministers said.
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