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UN WARNS HUNGER IS EXPECTED TO RISE IN 23
GLOBAL HOTSPOTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

m

Hunger is expected to rise in 23 global hotspots in the next three months with the highest alerts
for “catastrophic” situations in Ethiopia’s embattled Tigray region, southern Madagascar, Yemen,
South Sudan and northern Nigeria, two U.N. agencies warned on Friday.
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The Food and Agriculture Organization and World Food Program said in a new report on
“Hunger Hotspots” between August and November that “acute food insecurity is likely to further
deteriorate.”
They put Ethiopia at the top of the list, saying the number of people facing starvation and death
is expected to rise to 4,01,000 — the highest number since the 2011 famine in Somalia — if
humanitarian aid isn’t provided quickly.
In southern Madagascar, which has been hit by the worst drought in the past 40 years, pests
affecting staple crops, and rising food prices — 14,000 people are expected to be pushed into
“catastrophic” acute food insecurity marked by starvation and death by September. And that
number is expected to double by the end of the year with 28,000 people needing urgent help,
the two agencies said.
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“Acute hunger is increasing not only in scale but also severity,” FAO and WFP said in Friday’s
report. “Overall, over 41 million people worldwide are now at risk of falling into famine or faminelike conditions, unless they receive immediate life and livelihood-saving assistance.”
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The two Rome-based agencies called for urgent humanitarian action to save lives in the 23
hotspots, saying help is especially critical in the five highest alert places to prevent famine and
death.
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MODI GOVT'S PUSH FOR SUGAR-FUELED CARS MAY
GIVE TOUGH TIME TO GLOBAL POLICYMAKERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi advanced in June a target for blending 20% ethanol in gasoline to
2025
India is pushing for more cars to run on ethanol made from sugar, a move that risks raising the
cost of the sweetener globally.
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The government will fast-track an ethanol program that will divert as much as 6 million tons of
sugar toward fuel production annually by 2025, according to the food ministry. That’s almost the
entire amount that India, the world’s second-biggest producer after Brazil, currently exports to
the global market.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi advanced in June a target for blending 20% ethanol in gasoline to
2025, five years earlier than planned. The advantages are multifold: it will reduce air pollution,
cut India’s oil import bills, help soak up a domestic sugar glut and increase investment in rural
areas.
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For the rest of the world, the move may be the biggest change in years for the sugar industry
and could drive a bull market, according to Czapp, Czarnikow’s new portal for agri-food analysis.
Prices have soared to the highest since 2017 amid a supply crunch, partly due to wild weather in
Brazil. A further surge will add to food inflation risks, with global food costs already near a
decade high.
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It’s “good news for the world if India diverts sugar to produce more ethanol as it will reduce the
global surplus," said Rahil Shaikh, managing director of Meir Commodities India Pvt, a trading
company. “But eventually if there is higher demand, some countries including India will have to
expand cane acreage."

cr

To meet its 2025 target, India will have to almost triple ethanol production to about 10 billion
liters a year, according to the country’s oil secretary Tarun Kapoor. This will require $7 billion of
investment and the challenge would be to create the kind of capacity needed in a short span of
three to four years.
The government is offering financial support to sugar mills to set up or expand distilleries.
Companies including Balrampur Chini Mills Ltd. will stop producing sugar at some mills and
begin processing cane juice to make ethanol instead.
Brazilian Model
India is pursuing a similar strategy to Brazil, which has promoted sugarcane-based ethanol for
more than 40 years to ease its sugar glut, cut dependency on oil imports and increase energy
security. Today, Brazil owns the largest fleet of flex-fuel cars that can run on any blend of
ethanol and gasoline.
India will allow production of ethanol-based flex engines too, the Press Trust of India reported.
Higher use of biofuels in transport can ease India’s economic burden from high crude prices and
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help the third-largest oil importer save $4 billion annually, according to government estimates.
“They will kill two birds with one stone," said Michael McDougall, the New York-based managing
director of Paragon Global Markets. “It is a move in the right direction."
The plan will also cut India’s sugar export subsidies by about $500 million. The government
helps cash-strapped mills to boost shipments as a way to support local prices and increase
export competitiveness. Rivals including Brazil and Australia have complained about the
subsidies to the World Trade Organization.
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This year, India is set to export a record amount of sugar again with the help of subsidies.
Volumes are forecast at 6.5 million tons.
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“The surplus will be small after 2025 and the need to export will not remain at such high levels,"
said Abinash Verma, director general of Indian Sugar Mills Association. “Depending on domestic
and global prices, there may still be small quantities of exports," he said, declining to give a
forecast.
This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
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Your session has expired, please login again.
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NOT ALWAYS FAIR GAME: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
TAMIL NADU’S BAN ON ONLINE RUMMY AND POKER
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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Good intentions do not always make for good legislation. The Tamil Nadu government’s effort to
protect its youth from the temptations of online gambling by amending a colonial gaming law to
ban online rummy and poker, has not survived judicial scrutiny. Its amendment to the Tamil
Nadu Gaming Act, 1930, has been struck down by the Madras High Court, which found the
prohibition unreasonable because it sought to bring even games predominantly of skill under the
label of gambling, if there was an element of betting or even prize money or any other stake
involved. The State’s intention was acceptable to the extent that it sensed the danger involved in
allowing addictive games. However, it erred in failing to make a distinction between games of
skill and games of chance, and in seeking to treat as ‘gaming’ anything that involved stakes,
contrary to judicial pronouncements circumscribing the term to games that are based on chance.
In an audacious move that the court found completely unacceptable, the amending Act sought to
“turn the statute on its head” by replacing a section that provided exemption to ‘games of skill’
from its purview with one that said it would apply to even games of skill if played for wager, bet,
money or stake. The court rightly found that this would actually render illegal even offline games
that were played for prize money. It said, “What was once the exemption or escape provision
has now been given the most claustrophobic stranglehold and has the possibility of bringing
about the most ridiculous and unwanted results if applied in letter and spirit.”
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One of the problems of political populism is that the state takes its paternalistic role too
seriously. It assumes that large sections of society require guidance, lest their ideas of freedom
lead them to uncharted zones where lack of restraint and self-control land them in debt and
penury. Notions of individual freedom and choice tend to be forgotten. Another problem is that
the moral element is predominant in such laws, often to the detriment of the reasonableness of
their provisions. Some activities are associated with sin more than with commerce, and these
are susceptible to the government’s regulatory reach and banning instincts. The court, while
understanding the law’s intent, has rightly questioned the lack of proportionality in banning
something that could have been regulated. It notes that excessive paternalism could descend
into authoritarianism and curb an activity individuals are free to indulge in. It could not
sympathise with the State’s contention that online games were invariably open to manipulation
and no distinction need be made between games of chance and those of skill. However, it did
remember to observe that appropriate legislation regulating betting and gambling activities is still
possible, but something that conforms to constitutional propriety.

Our code of editorial values
From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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NO FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO STRIKE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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Recently, the Minister of Defence introduced the Essential Defence Services Bill, 2021, in the
Lok Sabha to provide for the maintenance of essential defence services so as “to secure the
security of nation and the life and property of the public at large” and prevent staff of the
government-owned ordnance factories from going on strike. The Bill seeks to empower the
government to declare services mentioned in it as “essential defence services” and prohibit
strikes and lockouts in any industrial establishment or unit engaged in such services. The
Minister, however, assured the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) employees that their service
conditions will not be affected.
This is not for the first time that strikes by government employees are being made explicitly
illegal by the government. The Madhya Pradesh (and Chhattisgarh) Civil Services Rules, 1965,
prohibit demonstrations and strikes by government servants and direct the competent authorities
to treat the durations as unauthorised absence. A strike under this rule includes “total or partial
cessation of work”, a pen-down strike, a traffic jam, or any such activity resulting in cessation or
retardation of work. Other States too have similar provisions.
Defence service workers barred from strike
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Under Article 33 of the Constitution, Parliament, by law, can restrict or abrogate the rights of the
members of the armed forces or the forces charged with the maintenance of public order so as
to ensure the proper discharge of their duties and maintenance of discipline among them. Thus,
for the armed forces and the police, where discipline is the most important prerequisite, even the
fundamental right to form an association can be restricted under Article 19(4) in the interest of
public order and other considerations.
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The Supreme Court in Delhi Police v. Union of India (1986) upheld the restrictions to form
association by the members of the non-gazetted police force after the Police Forces (Restriction
of Rights) Act, 1966, and the Rules as amended by Amendment Rules, 1970, came into effect.
While the right to freedom of association is fundamental, recognition of such association is not a
fundamental right. Parliament can by law regulate the working of such associations by imposing
conditions and restrictions on their functions, the court held.
In T.K. Rangarajan v. Government of Tamil Nadu (2003), the Supreme Court held that the
employees have no fundamental right to resort to strike. Further, there is prohibition to go on
strike under the Tamil Nadu Government Servants’ Conduct Rules, 1973. Also, there is no moral
or equitable justification to go on strike. The court said that government employees cannot hold
the society to ransom by going on strike. In this case, about two lakh employees, who had gone
on strike, were dismissed by the State government.
CPI seeks withdrawal of ‘draconian’ ordinance that bans strikes in ordnance factories
A police havildar was convicted of contempt of court by the sub-divisional officer, Gaya. The
Gaya police, thereupon, gave notice of strike unless redress was given to the havildar and the
sub-divisional officer punished. Though an inquiry was ordered immediately, the strike
commenced on March 24, 1947. When some representatives of policemen met Gandhi at
Jehanabad on the March 28, he told them that their strike was ill-advised. They were not mere
wage-earners but the members of an essential service. They should immediately and
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unconditionally call off the strike. In his speech on March 27, Gandhi said that “the police...
should never go on strike. Theirs was an essential service and they should render that service,
irrespective of their pay. There were several other effective and honourable means of getting
grievances redressed...”

Our code of editorial values
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R.K. Vij is a senior IPS officer in Chhattisgarh; Views are his own
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There is no fundamental right to strike under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. Strikes cannot
be justified on any equitable ground. Strike as a weapon is mostly misused which results in
chaos. Though the employees of OFB have threatened to go on strike, Parliament, which has
the right to restrict even the fundamental rights of the armed forces, is well within its right to
expressly prohibit resorting to strike.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
END
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PROVIDING HORIZONTAL QUOTA: THE BIHAR WAY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The Bihar government recently announced 33% horizontal reservation for women in State
engineering and medical colleges. While reservation for Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled
Tribes (STs), Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) is
referred to as vertical reservation, horizontal reservation refers to the equal opportunity provided
to other categories of beneficiaries, such as women, veterans, the transgender community, and
individuals with disabilities, cutting through the vertical categories.
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Bihar at present has 60% reservation in the State higher educational institutions along the six
vertical categories (SCs, STs, EWS and so on). The newly announced reservation for women in
engineering and medical seats will not be in addition to this; it will instead be distributed across
all the vertical categories, including the non-reserved 40% seats open to all. For example, if an
engineering college has 100 reserved seats for STs, 33 of those seats will have to be filled with
ST women. Article 15(3) of the Constitution allows governments to make special provisions for
women and children.
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This initiative should be welcomed and adopted across sectors, departments, and States given
that India’s female labour force participation (FLFP) rate is consistently declining and is
worryingly low. World Bank data show that the FLFP came down to 21% in 2019 from 31.79% in
2005.
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As per the Bihar Economic Survey 2019-20, the State’s FLFP rate was abysmal compared to
the all-India average. Only 6.4% and 3.9% women were employed in the urban and rural areas
of Bihar compared to the all-India figures of 20.4% and 24.6% respectively. The FLFP rate
needs to be treated cautiously though as it doesn’t take into account unpaid work (majorly
performed by women) or the role played by social barriers like caste in blocking employment
opportunities for women like owning a shop.

cr

Patriarchal control of women and systemic gender discrimination cannot be defeated by
government intervention alone; State welfare schemes can go a long way in challenging them.
The Bihar government needs to work towards reducing the female and male school dropout rate
and ensure quality education at the primary and secondary level. In addition, initiatives like
reservation of seats, when implemented properly, could become an important driver for
improving the FLFP.
In the last three decades, Bihar has implemented various initiatives to empower women and
improve their representation in various fields. When Lalu Prasad was the Chief Minister in 1992,
Bihar had announced two consecutive days of menstrual leave for women employees in
government services. In 2006, under Nitish Kumar, Bihar became the first State to reserve 50%
seats for women in Panchayati Raj institutions even though the 73rd and 74th amendments to
the Constitution, which came into force in 1993, mandated only one-third seats for them. This
was later imitated by several other States such as Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Chhattisgarh.
In 2013, the Bihar government made a provision for 50% reservation for women in cooperative
societies and reserved 35% seats for them in police recruitment. The second initiative led to a
swift jump in the number of women officers in the police department to 25.3% in 2020, more
than double the national average of 10.3%, from 3.3% in 2015. In 2016, the government
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extended the 35% reservation for women to all government jobs in Bihar for which direct
recruitment is made.
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In 2006, a scheme called the Mukhyamantri Balika Cycle Yojana was launched for Class 9 and
10 girl students. This was India’s first scaled up conditional cash transfer programme for
secondary education of girls. The enrolment of girl students went up after this scheme. The
Bihar government also provides 50,000 in installments to girl students to support their studies
and other needs till graduation under the Mukhyamantri Kanya Utthan Yojana. This is an
incentive-based scheme to encourage girls to complete education and delay marriage.
According to the National Family Health Survey-5, the State’s literacy rate among girl children
rose to 61.1% in 2019-20 from 56.9% in 2015-16.
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While the Bihar government has taken some laudable steps for the empowerment of women, the
low female literacy rate and FLFP rate are of concern. One of the important factors for the low
FLFP rate is the lack of employment opportunities for women after matriculation and graduation.
The India Human Development Survey-II found that women with low levels of education and
from rural areas are relatively more active in the labour market compared to women with middle
or high school education. Therefore, the Bihar government needs to ensure that women don’t
fall out of the labour market as they become more educationally qualified.
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One way this can be done is by filling up pending vacancies in the health sector, police force,
teaching and other government departments as at least 35% of these posts will go to women.
The government should also do away with hiring workers on contract and make all the current
contractual workers permanent.
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Evidence points out that increasing women’s participation in the workforce to the level of men
boosts the economy. In light of this, it is important for the government to make more and more
jobs available for women. The Bihar government should also extend the engineering and
medical quota for women to all institutions of higher education, including private colleges and
universities. Further, the quota allotted to them can be increased to 40-45%, if not 50%, and the
category can be renamed as ‘women and transgender persons’. Other State governments and
the Union government should follow the Bihar government’s lead and introduce horizontal quota
for women (and in addition, for transgender persons) in higher educational institutions as well as
State employment as these measures will go a long way in reducing gender disparity in the
country.
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Aditi Priya is a Senior Research Associate at LEAD at Krea University and is also with the
Bahujan Economists group; Tejas Harad is a social and political commentator
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CRIMINALISING WELFARE ISSUES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The Supreme Court recently issued notice on a writ petition on the condition that the petition’s
prayer seeking a direction to “restrain beggars and vagabonds/homeless from begging on traffic
junctions, markets and public places to avoid the spread of COVID-19 pandemic in all the States
and Union Territories across India” be modified to focus on the rehabilitation of those forced to
beg for a living. In doing this, the court rightly observed that being compelled to beg was a socioeconomic issue that could not be remedied by directions of the kind originally sought. It required,
instead, a welfare response from the state. This order points to the largely ignored nexus
between coercive measures and welfare issues, which can be a useful guide to making and
implementing criminal law in three ways.
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First, when decisions about criminalisation are being taken by the legislature, an important point
of consideration should be whether the issue sought to be addressed might be better suited to a
welfare response. Salient examples of welfare issues against which the coercive force of
criminal law has inappropriately been deployed serve to illustrate the point. In holding the
criminalisation of beggary under the Bombay Prevention of Begging Act, 1959 (as extended to
the NCT of Delhi) unconstitutional, the High Court of Delhi, in Harsh Mander & Anr. v. Union of
India (2018), had noted that the criminalisation of beggary served only to invisibilise beggars
without doing anything to address the structural deprivations that drove people to beg. Similarly,
the criminalisation of triple talaq by the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act,
2019, purportedly to ‘protect’ Muslim women, does nothing to address the structural gender
inequality, social stigma, poor employment options, and lack of state support which actually
cause the deprivations associated with divorce (and not just with triple talaq).
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Second, socio-economic marginalisation and poverty may frequently make people susceptible to
exploitation, whether through poorly paid/unpaid labour, trafficking and sex work, or indeed,
begging. A criminal response to those who seek to take advantage of such vulnerability (but
never the vulnerable themselves) might be appropriate, but it would amount to little more than lip
service to the predicament of the exploited without accompanying welfare measures. In other
words, it is important to ensure that pimps, brothel owners, and traffickers are held criminally
liable for sexually exploiting a person. Equally important is to create alternative, well-paying and
dignified employment, to make such employment accessible by imparting requisite education
and skills, and to have social security nets to ensure that no person feels that sex work is their
‘least worst’ option. This is essential not only to prevent exploitative practices, but also to
rehabilitate those who have been rescued (and/or those who would like an exit option) from such
practices. To ‘rescue’ a sex worker is meaningless unless they have a legitimate way out of such
work, an option that is materially (not morally) better for them.
Focusing on the welfare aspect of exploitative practices also sheds light on structural forms of
impoverishment, and on who is most likely to be exploited as a result. It is, thus, largely those
marginalised and discriminated against based on gender, caste, class and even age who
occupy the ranks of beggars, sex workers, bonded labourers, and child labourers. Such a focus
also exposes the culpability of the state and society in creating or enabling the vulnerabilities of
those prone to exploitation. This recognition is reflected in the apt remarks of the High Court in
Suhail Rashid Bhat v. State of Jammu & Kashmir and Others (2019), “Begging is also in fact
evidence of the failure of the Government as well as the society at large to protect its citizens
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from debilitating effects of extreme poverty and to ensure to them basics of food, clothing,
shelter, health, education, essential concomitants of the right to life ensured under Article 21 of
the Constitution of India.”
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Finally, when evaluating the function or necessity of a criminalisation response to something that
is essentially or even partly a welfare issue, it is crucial to question whose interests the law
does, in fact, serve. Does it help the vulnerable and/or the exploited, or is it a tool of
persecution? Does it cater to the morality and sensibilities of the powerful? Does it hide the
failures of the state? Or is it a quick fix that allows the government to abdicate and divert
attention away from its welfare responsibilities? Only by following these interests can we, as
citizens, hope to hold the state accountable in its use of the power to criminalise conduct.
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Shraddha Chaudhary is Lecturer, Jindal Global Law School, Sonepat and a Ph.D Candidate
(Law) at the University of Cambridge
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SCHEMES FOR WOMEN FARMERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The guidelines of the various beneficiary oriented schemes of the Department of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare (DA &FW), Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare provide that States and
other Implementing Agencies to incur atleast 30% expenditure on women farmers. These
schemes include Support to State Extension Programmes for Extension Reforms, National Food
Security Mission, National Mission on Oilseed & Oil Palm, National Mission on Sustainable
Agriculture, Sub-Mission for Seed and Planting Material, Sub-Mission on Agricultural
Mechanization and Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture.
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The Department of Rural Development, Ministry of Rural Development launched a scheme
namely ‘Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP)’, as a sub component of DAY-NRLM
(Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural Livelihoods Mission). This scheme is being
implemented since 2011 with the objective to empower women by making systematic
investments to enhance their participation and productivity, as also create sustainable
livelihoods for rural women. The program is implemented in project mode through State Rural
Livelihoods Mission (SRLM) as Project Implementing Agencies.
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In order to familiarize women with the latest techniques in agriculture and allied sectors, trainings
are being imparted to women farmers under schemes of DA&FW and DAY-NRLM. These
include Support to State Extension Programmes for Extension Reforms (ATMA) under SubMission on Agriculture Extension (SMAE). Skill training courses in agriculture and allied areas
(of minimum 200 hours duration) are also being conducted for farmers including women farmers
through National Training Institutes, State Agricultural Management & Extension Training
(SAMETIs), Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and State Agricultural Universities (SAUs), across the
country. Under DAY-NRLM, the trainings on the agro-ecological practices are being provided
through the community resource persons. KVKs established by Indian Council Agricultural
Research (ICAR) impart training to farmers including women farmers on various aspects of
agriculture and allied sectors.
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Government is taking various measures to increase the participation of women farmers in
agriculture sector. This includes providing additional support and assistance to women farmers,
over and above the male farmers under few schemes; provision of 30% of funds for women
under various beneficiary oriented schemes/programmes; taking pro-women initiatives such as
supporting farm women’s food security groups, undertaking macro/micro level studies in critical
thrust area related to women in agriculture, delivery of Gender Sensitization Module on Gender
Learning through training programmes at National/Region/State Level, compilation and
documentation of gender friendly tools/technologies; Farm Women Friendly Handbook and
compilation of best practices/success stories of the women farmers, etc.
State/UT wise fund released under ‘Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP)’ of
Ministry of Rural Development during last three years:
(Rs. in crores)
State
Release 2018-19
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Release 2019-20
Release 2020-21
Andhra Pradesh
9.73

0.00
Assam
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0.00
0.00
0.00

Bihar

2.68
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0.00
0.00
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Chhattisgarh

0.00
0.00
0.00
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Gujarat

0.00
0.00
0.00

Himachal Pradesh
0.19
0.00
0.00
Haryana

m

0.00
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1.89
1.62
0.00
Jammu and Kashmir

0.00
0.00
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Jharkhand

2.53
8.98
3.49

Karnataka
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0.00
0.00
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0.00

Kerala
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0.00

7.44
0.00
0.00

Maharashtra

0.00
0.00
0.00

Madhya Pradesh
0.00
0.00
0.00
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Meghalaya
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.46
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0.00

Odisha

0.82
0.00
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0.00

Puducherry

0.00
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0.00
0.57

Rajasthan

cr

m

Mizoram

6.45
0.00
0.00

Telangana

0.00
0.00
0.00

Tamil Nadu
0.00
0.00
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0.00
Uttar Pradesh
20.60
0.00

West Bengal
0.92
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0.52
0.00

Nagaland

2.35
0.00

IA

2.35

Mutli State project
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5.87
0.00
0.00

Arunachal Pradesh

cr

m

0.00

4.13
0.00
4.12

Uttrakhand

0.00
0.00
0.67
Punjab
0.00

Page 17
0.00
0.00
Total
65.60

11.20

m

11.58

S.
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Note: MKSP in DAY-NRLM is a demand driven programme and there is no provision of
State wise allocation for every year.
This information was given in a written reply by the Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Shri Narendra Singh Tomar in Rajya Sabha today.
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****
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The guidelines of the various beneficiary oriented schemes of the Department of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare (DA &FW), Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare provide that States and
other Implementing Agencies to incur atleast 30% expenditure on women farmers. These
schemes include Support to State Extension Programmes for Extension Reforms, National Food
Security Mission, National Mission on Oilseed & Oil Palm, National Mission on Sustainable
Agriculture, Sub-Mission for Seed and Planting Material, Sub-Mission on Agricultural
Mechanization and Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture.

cr

The Department of Rural Development, Ministry of Rural Development launched a scheme
namely ‘Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP)’, as a sub component of DAY-NRLM
(Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural Livelihoods Mission). This scheme is being
implemented since 2011 with the objective to empower women by making systematic
investments to enhance their participation and productivity, as also create sustainable
livelihoods for rural women. The program is implemented in project mode through State Rural
Livelihoods Mission (SRLM) as Project Implementing Agencies.
In order to familiarize women with the latest techniques in agriculture and allied sectors, trainings
are being imparted to women farmers under schemes of DA&FW and DAY-NRLM. These
include Support to State Extension Programmes for Extension Reforms (ATMA) under SubMission on Agriculture Extension (SMAE). Skill training courses in agriculture and allied areas
(of minimum 200 hours duration) are also being conducted for farmers including women farmers
through National Training Institutes, State Agricultural Management & Extension Training
(SAMETIs), Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and State Agricultural Universities (SAUs), across the
country. Under DAY-NRLM, the trainings on the agro-ecological practices are being provided
through the community resource persons. KVKs established by Indian Council Agricultural
Research (ICAR) impart training to farmers including women farmers on various aspects of
agriculture and allied sectors.
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Government is taking various measures to increase the participation of women farmers in
agriculture sector. This includes providing additional support and assistance to women farmers,
over and above the male farmers under few schemes; provision of 30% of funds for women
under various beneficiary oriented schemes/programmes; taking pro-women initiatives such as
supporting farm women’s food security groups, undertaking macro/micro level studies in critical
thrust area related to women in agriculture, delivery of Gender Sensitization Module on Gender
Learning through training programmes at National/Region/State Level, compilation and
documentation of gender friendly tools/technologies; Farm Women Friendly Handbook and
compilation of best practices/success stories of the women farmers, etc.

m

State/UT wise fund released under ‘Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP)’ of
Ministry of Rural Development during last three years:
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(Rs. in crores)

State

Release 2018-19
Release 2019-20
Release 2020-21

IA

Andhra Pradesh

9.73

ac
k

0.00
0.00

cr

Assam

0.00
0.00
0.00

Bihar

2.68
0.00
0.00

Chhattisgarh
0.00
0.00
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0.00
Gujarat
0.00
0.00

Himachal Pradesh
0.19
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0.00
0.00

Haryana

1.89
1.62

IA

0.00

Jammu and Kashmir

ac
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0.00
0.00
0.00

Jharkhand

cr

m

0.00

2.53
8.98
3.49

Karnataka

0.00
0.00
0.00
Kerala
7.44
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0.00
0.00
Maharashtra
0.00

0.00
Madhya Pradesh
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0.00
0.00
0.00

Meghalaya

0.00

IA

0.00
0.00
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Mizoram

0.00
0.46
0.00

cr

Odisha

0.82
0.00
0.00

Puducherry
0.00
0.00
0.57
Rajasthan

m

0.00
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6.45
0.00
0.00
Telangana

0.00
0.00
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Tamil Nadu

0.00
0.00
0.00

Uttar Pradesh

IA

20.60
0.00

ac
k

0.00

West Bengal

cr

m

0.00

0.92
0.52
0.00

Nagaland

2.35
0.00
2.35

Mutli State project
5.87
0.00
0.00
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Arunachal Pradesh
4.13
0.00
4.12

0.00
0.00

S.
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0.67

m

Uttrakhand

Punjab

0.00
0.00

Total

IA

0.00

65.60

ac
k

11.58
11.20

Note: MKSP in DAY-NRLM is a demand driven programme and there is no provision of
State wise allocation for every year.
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This information was given in a written reply by the Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Shri Narendra Singh Tomar in Rajya Sabha today.

****
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SANKALP PROGRAMME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The institutions strengthened so far under SANKALP are as under:

m

Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP) Scheme is a
World Bank loan assisted programme of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) with three key Result Areas (RA), namely (i) Institutional Strengthening at Central,State,
and District level; (ii) Quality Assurance of skill development programmes; and (iii) Inclusion of
marginalized population in skill development programmes. The implementation period of
SANKALP is till March, 2023, and the positive outcome so far is seen in the following areas:

SANKALP is a supporting programme to skill training schemes which focuses inter-alia on
improvement of quality, strengthening of institutions and inclusion of weaker sections in skill
training.
SANKALP has undertaken several initiatives to contribute to improvement in employability,
some of which are asunder:
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This information was given by the Union Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship,
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

*****
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MJPS/AK

cr

Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP) Scheme is a
World Bank loan assisted programme of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) with three key Result Areas (RA), namely (i) Institutional Strengthening at Central,State,
and District level; (ii) Quality Assurance of skill development programmes; and (iii) Inclusion of
marginalized population in skill development programmes. The implementation period of
SANKALP is till March, 2023, and the positive outcome so far is seen in the following areas:
The institutions strengthened so far under SANKALP are as under:
SANKALP is a supporting programme to skill training schemes which focuses inter-alia on
improvement of quality, strengthening of institutions and inclusion of weaker sections in skill
training.
SANKALP has undertaken several initiatives to contribute to improvement in employability,
some of which are asunder:
This information was given by the Union Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship,
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

*****
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STRENGTHENING OF RURAL HEALTHCARE SERVICES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

“Public Health and Hospitals” being a state subject, the primary responsibility of strengthening
public healthcare system, including for provision of quality healthcare and advanced treatment
and diagnostic facilities, lies with the respective State Governments. However, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare provides technical and financial support is provided to the
States/UTs to strengthen the public healthcare delivery at public healthcare facilities.
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Under the National Health Mission (NHM), financial and technical support is provided to
States/UTs to strengthen their health care systems including setting-up/upgrading public health
facilities and augmenting health human resource on contractual basis for provision of equitable,
affordable and quality healthcare with modern treatment methods and diagnostic facilities in the
public healthcare facilities of the Country including rural areas based on requirements posed by
the States in their Programme Implementation Plans (PIPs).
NHM support is also provided for provision of a range of free services related to maternal health,
child health, adolescent health, family planning, universal immunisation programme, and for
major diseases such as Tuberculosis, vector borne diseases like Malaria, Dengue and Kala
Azar, Leprosy etc.
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Other major initiatives supported under NHM include Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK) (under which free drugs, free diagnostics, free blood and diet, free transport from home
to institution, between facilities in case of a referral and drop back home is provided), Rashtriya
Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) (which provides newborn and child health screening and
early interventions services free of cost for birth defects, diseases, deficiencies and
developmental delays to improve the quality of survival), implementation of Free Drugs and
Free Diagnostics Service Initiatives, PM National Dialysis Programme and implementation of
National Quality Assurance Framework in all public health facilities including in rural areas.
Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) & Tele-consultation services are also being implemented to
improve access to healthcare particularly in rural areas.

cr

As part of Ayushman Bharat, the Government is supporting the States for transformation of Sub
Health Centres and Primary Health Centres into 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres across
the country by December, 2022 for provision of Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC)
that includes preventive healthcare and health promotion at the community level with
continuum of care approach. Under this programme, CPHC services of an expanded range of
services, that are universal and free to users, with a focus on wellness, are provided, closer to
the community. Further Ayushman Bharat, Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
provides health coverage up to Rs 5 Lakh per family per year to around 10.74 crore poor and
vulnerable families as per Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC).
Financial support is also provided to States for providing hard area allowance, performancebased incentives, providing accommodation and transport facilities in rural and remote areas
including tribal areas, sponsoring training programmes, etc to engaged human resources to
address the issue of shortage of doctors and specialists in the public health facilities.
In the 15 years of implementation, the NHM has enabled achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) for health. It has also led to significant improvements in maternal,
new-born, and child health indicators, particularly for maternal mortality ratio, infant and under
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five mortality rates, wherein the rates of decline in India are much higher than the global
averages and these declines have accelerated during the period of implementation of NHM.
Report of NITI Aayog (March 2021), collated the three Studies done on the aspects of
Governance, Human Resources, Financing and Health outcomes and the key findings of the
Report are as follows:

*****
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The Minister of State (The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare), Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar
stated this in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

HFW/PQ-Strengthening of Rural HealthCare Services/6thAugust2021/9

IA

“Public Health and Hospitals” being a state subject, the primary responsibility of strengthening
public healthcare system, including for provision of quality healthcare and advanced treatment
and diagnostic facilities, lies with the respective State Governments. However, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare provides technical and financial support is provided to the
States/UTs to strengthen the public healthcare delivery at public healthcare facilities.
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Under the National Health Mission (NHM), financial and technical support is provided to
States/UTs to strengthen their health care systems including setting-up/upgrading public health
facilities and augmenting health human resource on contractual basis for provision of equitable,
affordable and quality healthcare with modern treatment methods and diagnostic facilities in the
public healthcare facilities of the Country including rural areas based on requirements posed by
the States in their Programme Implementation Plans (PIPs).

cr

NHM support is also provided for provision of a range of free services related to maternal health,
child health, adolescent health, family planning, universal immunisation programme, and for
major diseases such as Tuberculosis, vector borne diseases like Malaria, Dengue and Kala
Azar, Leprosy etc.
Other major initiatives supported under NHM include Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK) (under which free drugs, free diagnostics, free blood and diet, free transport from home
to institution, between facilities in case of a referral and drop back home is provided), Rashtriya
Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) (which provides newborn and child health screening and
early interventions services free of cost for birth defects, diseases, deficiencies and
developmental delays to improve the quality of survival), implementation of Free Drugs and
Free Diagnostics Service Initiatives, PM National Dialysis Programme and implementation of
National Quality Assurance Framework in all public health facilities including in rural areas.
Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) & Tele-consultation services are also being implemented to
improve access to healthcare particularly in rural areas.
As part of Ayushman Bharat, the Government is supporting the States for transformation of Sub

Page 27
Health Centres and Primary Health Centres into 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres across
the country by December, 2022 for provision of Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC)
that includes preventive healthcare and health promotion at the community level with
continuum of care approach. Under this programme, CPHC services of an expanded range of
services, that are universal and free to users, with a focus on wellness, are provided, closer to
the community. Further Ayushman Bharat, Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
provides health coverage up to Rs 5 Lakh per family per year to around 10.74 crore poor and
vulnerable families as per Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC).

m

Financial support is also provided to States for providing hard area allowance, performancebased incentives, providing accommodation and transport facilities in rural and remote areas
including tribal areas, sponsoring training programmes, etc to engaged human resources to
address the issue of shortage of doctors and specialists in the public health facilities.

S.
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In the 15 years of implementation, the NHM has enabled achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) for health. It has also led to significant improvements in maternal,
new-born, and child health indicators, particularly for maternal mortality ratio, infant and under
five mortality rates, wherein the rates of decline in India are much higher than the global
averages and these declines have accelerated during the period of implementation of NHM.
Report of NITI Aayog (March 2021), collated the three Studies done on the aspects of
Governance, Human Resources, Financing and Health outcomes and the key findings of the
Report are as follows:
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The Minister of State (The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare), Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar
stated this in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

*****
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HEALTH SECURITY TO WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) is a flagship health
assurance scheme of the Government of India which aims at providing a health cover of Rs. 5
Lakhs per family per year for secondary and tertiary care hospitalizations for 10.75 Crore
beneficiary families identified from Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 as per
select deprivation and occupational criteria in rural and urban areas respectively. The scheme is
currently being implemented by 33 State/UTs except West Bengal, Odisha and NCT of Delhi.
These State/UTs have further expanded the beneficiary base to nearly 13.44 Crore families.
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• Women make up 48.56% of eligible beneficiaries under AB PM-JAY as per SECC 2011
database.
•
The health benefits packages under AB PM-JAY covers 1,669 procedures across 26
different specialties. Of these, 5 procedures deal exclusively with high-risk delivery.

IA

For pregnant women specifically, the Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakaram (JSSK)was
launched with the objective to eliminate out of pocket expenses for both pregnant women and
sick infants accessing public health institution and entitles them to free delivery, including
caesarean section, free transport, diagnostics, medicines, other consumables, diet and blood in
public health institutions.
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Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY), a safe motherhood intervention with the objective to reduce
maternal and neonatal mortality by promoting institutional delivery among pregnant women
especially with weak socio-economic status, i.e. women from SC/ST/BPL households is
presently under implementation in all States/UTs with a special focus on Low Performing States
and provides Cash incentives for women with the special focus for BPL/SC/ST women for
institutional delivery (in government/ private accredited health facilities) and for BPL women who
prefer for home delivery.

cr

Other major initiatives supported under NHM are implementation of Free Drugs and Free
Diagnostics Service Initiatives, PM National Dialysis Programme and implementation of National
Quality Assurance Framework in all public health facilities including in rural areas. Mobile
Medical Units (MMUs) & Telemedicine are also being implemented with NHM support to
improve healthcare access particularly in rural areas.
As part of Ayushman Bharat, more than 77000Health and Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs) are
operational across the country for provision of Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC) that
includes preventive healthcare and health promotion at the community level including screening
of women for common non-communicable diseases.

Furthermore, States/UTs are being provided required technical and financial assistance
for strengthening of their healthcare system including management of the COVID-19
public health challenge from time to time.
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Further, to ensure that essential health services including treatment for non-COVID patients
should not suffer, MoHFW has issued following guidelines and advisories for States/UTs:
(d) & (e): “Public Health and Hospitals” being a State subject, the primary responsibility of
strengthening public healthcare system, including ensuring provision of essential services
including for pregnant women during the Pandemic, lies with the respective State Governments.
However, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare provides the technical and financial support
to the States/UTs to strengthen the public healthcare system towards the objective of providing
accessible, affordable and quality healthcare to all those who access public health facilities.
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Under NHM, Mother and Child health (MCH) wings are established in District Hospitals/ District
Women's Hospitals/ Sub- District Hospitals/CHC- First Referral Units (FRUs) to overcome the
constraints of increasing caseloads and institutional deliveries at these facilities. More than 600
MCH wings have been sanctioned in the country.
NHM support is also provided for provision of a host of free services in public healthcare
facilities in rural and backward areas including treatment of women specific diseases.

IA

Support under National Health Mission (NHM) is provided to States/ UTs to supplement the
efforts of the State/UT governments, including for setting up of new facilities as per norms and
upgradation of existing facilities for bridging the infrastructure gaps, including in rural and
backward areas and implementing national programme to provide quality healthcare in the
public healthcare system, based on the requirements posted by them in their Programme
Implementation Plans (PIPs) and within their overall resource envelope.
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The Minister of State (The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare), Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar
stated this in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

*****
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HFW/PQ-Health Security to Women/6thAugust2021/5
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) is a flagship health
assurance scheme of the Government of India which aims at providing a health cover of Rs. 5
Lakhs per family per year for secondary and tertiary care hospitalizations for 10.75 Crore
beneficiary families identified from Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 as per
select deprivation and occupational criteria in rural and urban areas respectively. The scheme is
currently being implemented by 33 State/UTs except West Bengal, Odisha and NCT of Delhi.
These State/UTs have further expanded the beneficiary base to nearly 13.44 Crore families.
• Women make up 48.56% of eligible beneficiaries under AB PM-JAY as per SECC 2011
database.
•
The health benefits packages under AB PM-JAY covers 1,669 procedures across 26
different specialties. Of these, 5 procedures deal exclusively with high-risk delivery.
For pregnant women specifically, the Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakaram (JSSK)was
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launched with the objective to eliminate out of pocket expenses for both pregnant women and
sick infants accessing public health institution and entitles them to free delivery, including
caesarean section, free transport, diagnostics, medicines, other consumables, diet and blood in
public health institutions.
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Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY), a safe motherhood intervention with the objective to reduce
maternal and neonatal mortality by promoting institutional delivery among pregnant women
especially with weak socio-economic status, i.e. women from SC/ST/BPL households is
presently under implementation in all States/UTs with a special focus on Low Performing States
and provides Cash incentives for women with the special focus for BPL/SC/ST women for
institutional delivery (in government/ private accredited health facilities) and for BPL women who
prefer for home delivery.
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Other major initiatives supported under NHM are implementation of Free Drugs and Free
Diagnostics Service Initiatives, PM National Dialysis Programme and implementation of National
Quality Assurance Framework in all public health facilities including in rural areas. Mobile
Medical Units (MMUs) & Telemedicine are also being implemented with NHM support to
improve healthcare access particularly in rural areas.

IA

As part of Ayushman Bharat, more than 77000Health and Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs) are
operational across the country for provision of Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC) that
includes preventive healthcare and health promotion at the community level including screening
of women for common non-communicable diseases.
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Furthermore, States/UTs are being provided required technical and financial assistance
for strengthening of their healthcare system including management of the COVID-19
public health challenge from time to time.

Further, to ensure that essential health services including treatment for non-COVID patients
should not suffer, MoHFW has issued following guidelines and advisories for States/UTs:
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(d) & (e): “Public Health and Hospitals” being a State subject, the primary responsibility of
strengthening public healthcare system, including ensuring provision of essential services
including for pregnant women during the Pandemic, lies with the respective State Governments.
However, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare provides the technical and financial support
to the States/UTs to strengthen the public healthcare system towards the objective of providing
accessible, affordable and quality healthcare to all those who access public health facilities.
Under NHM, Mother and Child health (MCH) wings are established in District Hospitals/ District
Women's Hospitals/ Sub- District Hospitals/CHC- First Referral Units (FRUs) to overcome the
constraints of increasing caseloads and institutional deliveries at these facilities. More than 600
MCH wings have been sanctioned in the country.
NHM support is also provided for provision of a host of free services in public healthcare
facilities in rural and backward areas including treatment of women specific diseases.
Support under National Health Mission (NHM) is provided to States/ UTs to supplement the
efforts of the State/UT governments, including for setting up of new facilities as per norms and
upgradation of existing facilities for bridging the infrastructure gaps, including in rural and
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backward areas and implementing national programme to provide quality healthcare in the
public healthcare system, based on the requirements posted by them in their Programme
Implementation Plans (PIPs) and within their overall resource envelope.

*****
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The Minister of State (The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare), Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar
stated this in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

HFW/PQ-Health Security to Women/6thAugust2021/5
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YELLOW, AMBER, ORANGE, RED: DELHI IMPLEMENTS
COLOUR-CODED ALERT LEVELS TO BATTLE COVID
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

To control a probable third wave of coronavirus, the Delhi Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA) has put into force a graded action plan to tackle any surge in Covid-19 infections in the
coming days. Delhi is the first city to enforce such a plan.
Restrictions or relaxations for any activity in the national capital will from now on be implemented
as stipulated by the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP), the DDMA order read.
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It directed all district administrations that GRAP recommendations shall be implemented with
immediate effect. DDMA will send daily alerts to all districts under a colour-coded system
mentioned in the GRAP to help them make decisions.
The colour-coded Covid-19 plan enlists separate sets of measures based on positivity rate,
active cases and hospitalisations, classifying them under Yellow, Amber, Orange and Red
alerts.
GRAP was approved by Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal last month.
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The GRAP takes into account three parameters -- positivity rate, cumulative new positive cases
and average oxygenated bed occupancy in the city. Following a detailed analysis of these
parameters, four colour-coded levels of alert and their criteria have been recommended in the
plan.
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"Permitted/prohibited/restricted activities shall be as per the level of alerts specified in the
Graded Response Action Plan with immediate effect and till further orders," the DDMA said.
"As soon as any parameter (out of three) reaches the specified level of alert, 'the order of alert'
shall be issued and permitted/prohibited/restricted activities prescribed at such level shall
become operational automatically," noted the order.
How the colour-coded system will work

cr

As per the plan, with an increase in the level of alerts, more and more sectors will come under
the ambit of Covid-19 curbs. While red is the highest level of alert, most economic and social
activities and public transport facilities will come to a halt with the announcement of an orange or
level-3 alert itself.
Yellow: The level-1 alert will be sounded when the positivity rate crosses 0.5% for two
consecutive days or daily new cases increase to 1,500 or oxygenated bed occupancy reaches
500.
Amber: The next level of alert coded with amber colour (level-2) will come into force if the
positivity rate rises above 1% or new cases number 3,500 or oxygenated bed occupancy
reaching 700.
Orange: The level-3 alert will be the next stage which will kick in if the positivity rate crosses two
per cent or new cases number 9,000 or oxygenated bed occupancy becomes 1,000.
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Red: The highest level of alert will come into force if the positivity rate crosses 5% or new cases
rise to 16,000 or oxygenated bed occupancy reaches 3,000.
The DDMA directed all district magistrates, civic officials, DCPs and other authorities to
"extensively disseminate" information regarding alerts for proper compliance and execution of
the GRAP.

m

"All district magistrates shall interact and have a dialogue with resident welfare associations,
market associations, mall associations, bar associations and other such bodies in their districts
to circulate information in this regard.
"Principal secretary (education) and secretary (higher education) shall ensure that the guidelines
regarding level of alerts are disseminated among students," the order stated.
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It further said that all authorities concerned such as district magistrates, DCPs, zonal deputy
commissioners of municipalities among others shall take necessary actions to ensure
compliance of the GRAP in their areas.
The DDMA said it may make modifications in respect of GRAP or any other activities according
to the situation assessed from time to time to meet exigencies in the interest of management of
the coronavirus pandemic.
Delhi Covid update

IA

Meanwhile, Delhi registered 66 new cases of coronavirus and zero deaths due to the infection
today, while the positivity rate stood at 0.10%, according to data shared by the health
department in the national capital.
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With the new Covid-19 cases, the city's infection tally climbed to 14,36,761. More than 14.11
lakh patients have recovered from the disease, the data showed.
The death toll stands at 25,066, it added.
At present, there are 536 active Covid-19 cases in Delhi and 170 of them are under home
isolation. The number of containment zones stands at 269.
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It said 67,316 tests, including 47,021 RT-PCR tests, were conducted the previous day in the city.
Delhi battled a brutal second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic that claimed a massive number of
lives, with the shortage of oxygen at hospitals across the city adding to the woes.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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PM TO LAUNCH UJJWALA 2.0 ON 10TH AUGUST
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch Ujjwala 2.0 (Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana PMUY) by handing over LPG connections, at Mahoba Uttar Pradesh on 10th August, 2021 at
12:30 PM via video conferencing. During the event, the Prime Minister will interact with
beneficiaries of the Ujjwala and will also address the nation.
The journey from Ujjwala 1.0 to Ujjwala 2.0
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During Ujjwala 1.0 launched in 2016, a target was set to provide LPG connections to 5 crore
women members of BPL households. Subsequently, the scheme was expanded in April 2018 to
include women beneficiaries from seven more categories (SC/ST, PMAY, AAY, Most backward
classes, tea garden, forest dwellers, Islands). Also, the target was revised to 8 Crore LPG
connections. This target was achieved in August 2019, seven months ahead of the target date.
In the Union budget for FY 21-22, provision for an additional one crore LPG connection under
the PMUY scheme was announced. These one crore additional PMUY connections (under
Ujjwala 2.0) aim to provide deposit-free LPG connections to those low-income families who
could not be covered under the earlier phase of PMUY.
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Along with a deposit free LPG connection, Ujjwala 2.0 will provide first refill and hotplate free of
cost to the beneficiaries. Also, the enrollment procedure will require minimum paperwork. In
Ujjwala 2.0, migrants will not be required to submit ration cards or address proof. A selfdeclaration for both ‘family declaration’ and as a ‘proof of address’ will suffice. Ujjwala 2.0 will
help achieve the Prime Minister’s vision of universal access to LPG.
Union Petroleum & Natural Gas Minister and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh will also be present
on the occasion.
***
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch Ujjwala 2.0 (Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana PMUY) by handing over LPG connections, at Mahoba Uttar Pradesh on 10th August, 2021 at
12:30 PM via video conferencing. During the event, the Prime Minister will interact with
beneficiaries of the Ujjwala and will also address the nation.
The journey from Ujjwala 1.0 to Ujjwala 2.0
During Ujjwala 1.0 launched in 2016, a target was set to provide LPG connections to 5 crore
women members of BPL households. Subsequently, the scheme was expanded in April 2018 to
include women beneficiaries from seven more categories (SC/ST, PMAY, AAY, Most backward
classes, tea garden, forest dwellers, Islands). Also, the target was revised to 8 Crore LPG
connections. This target was achieved in August 2019, seven months ahead of the target date.
In the Union budget for FY 21-22, provision for an additional one crore LPG connection under
the PMUY scheme was announced. These one crore additional PMUY connections (under
Ujjwala 2.0) aim to provide deposit-free LPG connections to those low-income families who
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could not be covered under the earlier phase of PMUY.
Along with a deposit free LPG connection, Ujjwala 2.0 will provide first refill and hotplate free of
cost to the beneficiaries. Also, the enrollment procedure will require minimum paperwork. In
Ujjwala 2.0, migrants will not be required to submit ration cards or address proof. A selfdeclaration for both ‘family declaration’ and as a ‘proof of address’ will suffice. Ujjwala 2.0 will
help achieve the Prime Minister’s vision of universal access to LPG.

***
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Union Petroleum & Natural Gas Minister and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh will also be present
on the occasion.
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DR. VIRENDRA KUMAR LAUNCHES ‘PM-DAKSH’
PORTAL AND ‘PM-DAKSH’ MOBILE APP
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar launched ‘PM-DAKSH’
Portal and ‘PM-DAKSH’ Mobile App, developed by the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, in collaboration with NeGD, to make the skill development schemes accessible
to the target groups. Through these portal and app the youth of the target groups will now be
able to avail the benefits of skill development training programmes more easily.
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The Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi (PM-DAKSH) Yojana is being
implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment from the year 2020-21. Under
this Yojana, eligible target group are being provided skill development training programmes on
(i) Up-skilling/Re-skilling (ii) Short Term Training Programme (iii) Long Term Training
Programme and (iv) Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP). These training programs
are being implemented through Government Training Institutes, Sector Skill Councils constituted
by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and other credible institutions.
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Now, any person can get all the information related to skill development training at one place by
visiting the ‘PM-DAKSH’ Portal. Also, with just one click, one can get information about skill
development trainings happening near him/her and he/she can easily register himself/herself for
skill training. PM- DAKSH Portal is available at http://pmdaksh.dosje.gov.in while ‘PM-DAKSH’
Mobile App is available in Google play store.
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“Today, I am feeling proud to launch this portal and Mobile App for the public use. Keeping in
view the usefulness and practicality of any suggestions received related to the implementation of
this portal, this Ministry will make necessary improvements so that this portal can become more
useful and beneficial for the target groups enabling them to be skilled and become self-reliant by
availing opportunities related to self-employment or wage-employment,” Union Minister for
Social Justice and Empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar said.
Some of the features of this portal are as follows:
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Under Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, three Apex Corporations - National
Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation, National Backward Classes Finance
and Development Corporation and National Safai Karamcharis Finance and Development
Corporation- are functioning. These Corporations are providing loans at concessional interest
rates to the target groups of backward classes, scheduled castes and Safai Karamcharis for
self-employment. Besides, they are also providing free training for skill development of the target
groups.
These Corporations are constantly striving to make the target groups financially and socially
self-reliant, both through loans and skill development training. As per the information available,
skill development training has been imparted to 2,73,152 persons of target groups in the last five
years by these three Apex Corporations, enabling them to support themselves and their families
through self-employment and wage-employment. During the year 2021-22, a target has been set
to provide skill development training to approximately 50,000 persons of the target groups
through the above three Apex Corporations.
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Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar launched ‘PM-DAKSH’
Portal and ‘PM-DAKSH’ Mobile App, developed by the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, in collaboration with NeGD, to make the skill development schemes accessible
to the target groups. Through these portal and app the youth of the target groups will now be
able to avail the benefits of skill development training programmes more easily.

The Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi (PM-DAKSH) Yojana is being
implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment from the year 2020-21. Under
this Yojana, eligible target group are being provided skill development training programmes on
(i) Up-skilling/Re-skilling (ii) Short Term Training Programme (iii) Long Term Training
Programme and (iv) Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP). These training programs
are being implemented through Government Training Institutes, Sector Skill Councils constituted
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by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and other credible institutions.
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Now, any person can get all the information related to skill development training at one place by
visiting the ‘PM-DAKSH’ Portal. Also, with just one click, one can get information about skill
development trainings happening near him/her and he/she can easily register himself/herself for
skill training. PM- DAKSH Portal is available at http://pmdaksh.dosje.gov.in while ‘PM-DAKSH’
Mobile App is available in Google play store.
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“Today, I am feeling proud to launch this portal and Mobile App for the public use. Keeping in
view the usefulness and practicality of any suggestions received related to the implementation of
this portal, this Ministry will make necessary improvements so that this portal can become more
useful and beneficial for the target groups enabling them to be skilled and become self-reliant by
availing opportunities related to self-employment or wage-employment,” Union Minister for
Social Justice and Empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar said.
Some of the features of this portal are as follows:
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Under Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, three Apex Corporations - National
Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation, National Backward Classes Finance
and Development Corporation and National Safai Karamcharis Finance and Development
Corporation- are functioning. These Corporations are providing loans at concessional interest
rates to the target groups of backward classes, scheduled castes and Safai Karamcharis for
self-employment. Besides, they are also providing free training for skill development of the target
groups.
These Corporations are constantly striving to make the target groups financially and socially
self-reliant, both through loans and skill development training. As per the information available,
skill development training has been imparted to 2,73,152 persons of target groups in the last five
years by these three Apex Corporations, enabling them to support themselves and their families
through self-employment and wage-employment. During the year 2021-22, a target has been set
to provide skill development training to approximately 50,000 persons of the target groups
through the above three Apex Corporations.
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RS. 11,000 CRORE FOR EDIBLE OIL MISSION: PM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The Centre will spend Rs. 11,000 crore on a new mission to ensure self-sufficiency in edible oil
production at a time when India’s dependence on expensive imports has driven retail oil prices
to new highs, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Monday.

m

This financial outlay for the National Mission on Edible Oil-Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) will be over a
five-year period, Agriculture Ministry officials later said.
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The Prime Minister was speaking at a virtual event to release the ninth instalment of income
support worth Rs. 19,500 crore to 9.75 crore farmers under the PM Kisan scheme.
“Today, when India is being recognised as a major agricultural exporting country, then it is not
appropriate for us to depend on imports for our edible oil needs,” Mr. Modi said noting that the
share of imported palm oil is more than 55%. “We have to change this situation. The thousands
of crores that we have to give to others abroad to buy edible oil should be given to the farmers of
the country only,” he added, naming north-eastern India and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
as prime locations for oil palm cultivation.
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In response to a Rajya Sabha query in February 2020, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal had
said the NMEO proposal would aim to reduce import dependence from 60% to 45% by 2024-25,
by increasing domestic edible oil production from 10.5 million tonnes to 18 million tonnes, a 70%
growth target.
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It projected a 55% growth in oilseed production, to 47.8 million tonnes. It is not clear whether
these targets have changed under the final version of the mission.
Rise in yield

cr

The NMEO-OP’s predecessor was the National Mission on Oil Seeds and Oil Palm, which was
launched at the fag end of the UPA government’s tenure and later merged with the National
Food Security Mission. Laying out its achievements in May 2020, the Agriculture Ministry said
oilseed production had grown 35% from 27.5 million tonnes in 2014-15 to 37.3 million tonnes by
2020-21. Although oilseed acreage rose only 8.6% over that six year period, yields rose more
than 20%.
At the PM-Kisan event, Mr. Modi noted that although the country’s granaries were full of cereals
such as rice and wheat, with the government making record purchases from farmers at MSP
rates, self-sufficiency was yet to be attained in pulses and oil. Previous efforts to boost the
production of pulses in the country had resulted in a 50% growth over the last six years, he said.
“The work we did in pulses, or in the past with wheat and paddy, now we have to take the same
resolution for the production of edible oil also. For our country to be self-sufficient in this edible
oil, we have to work fast,” he added.
“Through this mission, more than Rs. 11,000 crore will be invested in the edible oil ecosystem.
The government will ensure that farmers get all needed facilities, from quality seeds to
technology. Along with promoting the cultivation of oil palm, this mission will also expand the
cultivation of our other traditional oilseed crops,” he said.
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THE SHAKY FOUNDATION OF THE LABOUR LAW
REFORMS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The National Democratic Alliance government enacted the Code on Wages in August 2019 and
the other three Codes, viz., the Industrial Relations Code, the Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code and Code on Social Security (CSS) in September 2020. Later, it had
framed the draft rules albeit incompletely under all the codes — incompletely because the rules
have not covered some aspects of the Codes, e.g. rules regarding recognition of central trade
unions have not been framed so far.
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Controversies surround the processes of the enactment of codes and the framing of rules. The
Government has held only symbolic and partial consultation with the central trade unions. The
three codes were passed in Parliament even as the Opposition parties, otherwise insignificant,
boycotted the proceedings. The tearing hurry in which the Government carried out the reforms
even during the COVID-19 period gave tremendous hope to employers and potential investors.
It announced its intentions of implementing the Codes from April 1, 2021 even as State
governments were completely unprepared with the rules. Further, the major political parties
reallocated their energies to regional elections rather than the implementation of codes.
Symbolically, labour law reforms have been affected and the government can boast of it. Since
the Government has not shown serious intent to implement the codes, the NDA government
effected reforms to boast that it has executed the long-pending reforms; simply put, it is more
symbolic rather than a meaningful act.
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The central government has deferred the possible date of implementation to October 1, 2021,
again tentatively. In the meanwhile, the Supreme Court of India has exerted pressure on both
the central and the State governments to implement a ‘one nation, one ration card’ (ONOR)
scheme and register all the unorganised workers under the National Database for Unorganized
Workers (NDUW), which was to have been done by July 31, 2021. Government agencies are
rushing to comply with both the directives. In ONOR, Aadhaar seeding and the universal
availability of an electronic point of sale (EPOS) system are necessary. And for the NDUW, it
has to register each of the approximately 400 million workers, a conservative figure.
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Perhaps, the Supreme Court passed such an extraordinary perhaps impracticable order
following the hesitancy in early 2020 to provide relief to suffering migrant workers following the
national lockdown. The governments did not honour the Supreme Court’s orders relating to the
registration of construction workers for many years. So, it has a bad track record. One is not
sure when governments would comply fully and well with the Supreme Court’s orders.
Unorganised workers including migrant workers will continue to be deprived of their promised
and extended entitlements.
The Government said the codes would extend universal minimum wages and social security,
enable enhanced industrial safety and the provision of social security to gig workers, among
other things. The Industrial Relations Code provides for recognition of trade union(s) by
employers, a labour right that eluded workers for seven decades. On the other hand, employers
celebrated the extension of tremendous flexibility to them, even those unasked, such as relief
from framing standing orders for most firms. But do they enjoy these benefits?
On August 3, 2021, I browsed the Simpliance website (a law portal) to assess the record of
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State governments regarding rules under the codes. It was a revelation to find that major States
such as Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, Maharashtra, Haryana and Delhi have not issued the
draft rules under any codes. Karnataka, Gujarat and Jharkhand have framed Rules for the Code
on Wages and the Industrial Relations Code. Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Punjab have framed rules for all the codes. Even though the Code on Wages
was enacted in August 2019, it was only in March 2021 that the central government notified the
constitution of an advisory committee. On June 3, 2021 it also announced an expert committee
with a tenure of three years to advise it on minimum wages. Then, on July 12, 2021, it
announced that the wage index’s base year would be shifted from 1965 to 2019 to use the
revised wage index to determine minimum wages. The Government seems to be clueless
regarding the implementation of minimum wages.
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The incidence of major industrial accidents has remained undiminished even during the COVID19 period. For instance, IndustriAll reported that between May to June, 32 major industrial
accidents occurred in India, killing 75 workers. The media reported four accidents in Vizag
during 2020. Safe in India’s annual reports, CRUSHED, for 2019 and 2020, provide a disturbing
picture of industrial accidents in the automobile industry in the Gurgaon region. Industrial safety
continues to be a grave concern even after the enactment of the Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code.
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According to several research reports, COVID-19 intensified informality, led to the withdrawal of
workers from the labour market, reduced earnings, increased unemployment and widened
inequality. The non-statutory floor level minimum wage remains a meagre 178 still even as
Wholesale Price Index-inflation rates have galloped to 12% in June 2021. The Government’s
relief measures to workers, especially unorganised and migrant workers and even to the socalled organised sector workers, are too meagre to make any difference. It did not implement
the widely endorsed measure of direct benefit transfer at least for low-income families.
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Thus, we see two aspects concerning labour market governance in India. One, the Government
has failed to provide legal visibility to millions of unorganised and migrant workers, even after
decades, and despite direction by the highest court in the land. Two, despite the gazetting of
four Codes, age-old laws are in force. Thus, they reflect poorly not only on the governance
abilities of the governments but also on the countervailing power of the Opposition parties. Were
the labour law reforms rushed with little or no debate and consultation whatsoever, only to
remain in the gazette books? Employers and workers cannot enjoy the so-called benefits
extended by the codes.
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Given the facts mentioned above, the legislative impasse continues; one does not know how
long it would be. However, India would score impressively on the ease of doing business
exercise by any agency including the World Bank by the mere execution of labour reforms
without them being implemented: what else then is needed!
K.R. Shyam Sundar is Professor, HRM Area, XLRI – Xavier School of Management,
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand. The views expressed are personal
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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UNION GOVERNMENT PAID RS7.03 TRILLION IN FUEL
SUBSIDIES SINCE 2011-12
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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New Delhi: The Union government has paid Rs7.03 trillion in fuel subsidies since 2011-12,
minister of state for petroleum and natural gas, Rameswar Teli said in a reply in Lok Sabha
today.
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“The prices of petroleum products in the country are linked to the price of respective products in
the international market. The Government continues to modulate the effective price to consumer
for subsidised domestic LPG," ministry of petroleum and natural gas said in a statement.
Price of non-subsidised domestic cooking gas has been increased in the backdrop of the finance
ministry slashing allocation for petroleum subsidy by two-thirds to 12,995 crore for FY22.
“The Budget Estimates for F.Y. 2021-22 for LPG & Natural Gas (NG) subsidy is Rs. 12,995
crores," the statement said.
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India had 28.74 crore LPG consumers as on 1 January 2021, with the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana, a government programme that aims to provide free cooking gas connections to poor
families, increasing India’s LPG coverage to 99.5% on 1 January this year from 61.9 % as on 1
April 2016.
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“The prices of non-subsidized Domestic LPG are however determined by the OMCs in line with
changes in the international markets. The subsidy on the product increases/decreases with the
increase/decrease in the product price in international market and decision of Government on
subsidy," the statement added.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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INITIATIVES TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT TO
PROMOTE GIRLS AND WOMEN ACROSS THE
COUNTRY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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As per All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE), the overall enrolment of female students in
higher education has been consistently increasing over the years. Table below gives female,
male and total enrolment in higher education between 2015-16 and 2019-20. The enrolment of
females has increased by about 18% from 1.60 crore in 2015-16 to 1.89 crore in 2019-20.
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Enrolment in Higher Education from 2015-16 to 2019-20
Year

Enrolment

Growth (%) in enrolment over the previous year
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% Female enrolment
Female
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Male

Total
Female
Male
Total
2015-16
15990058
18594723
34584781
46.2
2016-17
16725310
18980595
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35705905
4.6
2.1
3.3

2017-18
17437703
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19204675
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46.8

36642378
4.3
1.2
2.5

IA

47.6

2018-19
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18189500
19209888
37399388
4.3
0.0
2.2
48.6
2019-20
18892612
19643747
38536359
3.9
2.3
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Growth (%) in enrolment during 2015-16 to 2019-20
18.2

11.3
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(source: Compiled from AISHE reports of different years)
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5.6

The steps taken/being taken by the Government to promote education among girls and women
are as follows:

IA

The information was given by the Union Minister of Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha today.
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As per All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE), the overall enrolment of female students in
higher education has been consistently increasing over the years. Table below gives female,
male and total enrolment in higher education between 2015-16 and 2019-20. The enrolment of
females has increased by about 18% from 1.60 crore in 2015-16 to 1.89 crore in 2019-20.
Enrolment in Higher Education from 2015-16 to 2019-20
Year

Enrolment
Growth (%) in enrolment over the previous year
% Female enrolment
Female
Male
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15990058
18594723

S.
co

34584781

m

2015-16

46.2

2016-17

16725310
18980595
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35705905
4.6
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2.1
3.3

46.8
2017-18
17437703
19204675
36642378
4.3
1.2
2.5
47.6
2018-19
18189500
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2.2

19643747
38536359
3.9
2.3

IA

3.0

49.0

18.2
5.6
11.3
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Growth (%) in enrolment during 2015-16 to 2019-20

(source: Compiled from AISHE reports of different years)

The steps taken/being taken by the Government to promote education among girls and women
are as follows:

The information was given by the Union Minister of Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

*****
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STEPS TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT TO IMPROVE
EDUCATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE IN NORTHEASTERN STATES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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University Grants Commission (UGC) is implementing schemes, awards, fellowships, chairs and
programmes under which financial assistance is provided to institutions of higher education as
well as faculty members working in North Eastern States to undertake quality research covering
areas of knowledge across disciplines. Some of the initiatives taken for improving quality of
higher education are (i) Choice Based Credit System (CBCS); (ii) Universities with Potential for
Excellence; (iii) Centre with Potential for Excellence in particular area; (iv) Consortium for
Academic Research and Ethics(CARE) (v) Basic Science Research (vi) Scheme for Transdisciplinary Research for India's Developing Economy (STRIDE) (vii) Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
(DDU) Kaushal Kendras (viii) Scholarship Scheme (ISHAN UDAY) for North-Eastern Region; (ix)
New Methodology of Grading by NAAC (x) UGC (Minimum Standards and Procedure for award
of M.Phil/Ph.D Degree) Regulations, 2016; (xi) UGC (Credit Framework for Online Learning
Courses through SWAYAM) Regulation, 2016.
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All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) has taken several steps over the years for
framing appropriate policies on technical education needed to design and implement various
schemes for educational advancement and achieving the objective of creating favorable
environment to ensure speedy socio-economic development in North East States. This includes
equipping all necessary infrastructure upgradation of colleges, special coaching, educational
concessions, better teaching learning material and infrastructure for North East region students.
Some of the Schemes are (i) Research Promotion Scheme for North East Region; (ii) Short
Term Training Programme for NER; (iii) Faculty Development Programme for NER; (iv) Scheme
of Funds for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI); (v) Post Graduate Scholarship
Scheme; (vi) Doctoral Fellowship; (vii) Pragati Scholarship Scheme; (viii) Saksham Scholarship
Scheme; (ix) Campus Accommodation & Facilities Enhancing Social Experience; (x) Grant for
Augmenting Infrastructure in NER; (xi) Scheme for Promoting Interests, Creativity and Ethics
among Students; (xii) Grant for Organizing Conference; (xiii) Establishment of Idea
Development, Evaluation & Application Laboratory in Institutions; and (xiv) E-Shodh Sindhu
(Subscription to e-Journals).
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The information was given by the Union Minister of Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in a
written reply in the LokSabha today.
*****
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University Grants Commission (UGC) is implementing schemes, awards, fellowships, chairs and
programmes under which financial assistance is provided to institutions of higher education as
well as faculty members working in North Eastern States to undertake quality research covering
areas of knowledge across disciplines. Some of the initiatives taken for improving quality of
higher education are (i) Choice Based Credit System (CBCS); (ii) Universities with Potential for
Excellence; (iii) Centre with Potential for Excellence in particular area; (iv) Consortium for
Academic Research and Ethics(CARE) (v) Basic Science Research (vi) Scheme for Transdisciplinary Research for India's Developing Economy (STRIDE) (vii) Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
(DDU) Kaushal Kendras (viii) Scholarship Scheme (ISHAN UDAY) for North-Eastern Region; (ix)
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of M.Phil/Ph.D Degree) Regulations, 2016; (xi) UGC (Credit Framework for Online Learning
Courses through SWAYAM) Regulation, 2016.
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All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) has taken several steps over the years for
framing appropriate policies on technical education needed to design and implement various
schemes for educational advancement and achieving the objective of creating favorable
environment to ensure speedy socio-economic development in North East States. This includes
equipping all necessary infrastructure upgradation of colleges, special coaching, educational
concessions, better teaching learning material and infrastructure for North East region students.
Some of the Schemes are (i) Research Promotion Scheme for North East Region; (ii) Short
Term Training Programme for NER; (iii) Faculty Development Programme for NER; (iv) Scheme
of Funds for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI); (v) Post Graduate Scholarship
Scheme; (vi) Doctoral Fellowship; (vii) Pragati Scholarship Scheme; (viii) Saksham Scholarship
Scheme; (ix) Campus Accommodation & Facilities Enhancing Social Experience; (x) Grant for
Augmenting Infrastructure in NER; (xi) Scheme for Promoting Interests, Creativity and Ethics
among Students; (xii) Grant for Organizing Conference; (xiii) Establishment of Idea
Development, Evaluation & Application Laboratory in Institutions; and (xiv) E-Shodh Sindhu
(Subscription to e-Journals).
The information was given by the Union Minister of Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in a
written reply in the LokSabha today.

MJPS/AK
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MODI LAUNCHES UJJWALA 2.0 SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Lights on:Prime Minister Narendra Modi launching the Pradhan Mantri Ujjawala Yojana 2.0 at
Mahoba in Uttar Pradesh, through video conference from New Delhi on Tuesday.PTI

m

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday launched the second phase of the Ujjwala gas
connection scheme for the poor, and said that it would provide the biggest relief to lakhs of
migrant worker families in the country.

S.
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Under Ujjwala 2.0 (Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana), migrant workers would no longer have to
struggle to get address proof documents to get the gas connections, Mr. Modi said.
Only self-declaration

Now migrant workers would only be required to submit a self-declaration of their residential
address to get the gas connection, he added.

IA

“The government has full faith in your honesty,” Mr. Modi said, speaking virtually at the launch of
the scheme under which LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connections were handed over to
beneficiaries at Mahoba in Bundelkhand. Mr. Modi launched the first phase of the scheme in
2016 from Ballia, also in Uttar Pradesh, ahead of the previous Assembly election. Uttar Pradesh
is scheduled to go to the polls in early 2022.
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Mr. Modi lamented that the country had to wait several decades to provide certain basic facilities
to its citizens and that the brunt of this was faced by women, especially from poor families. Only
when women came out of homes and kitchens could they contribute to nation building, he
stated.
“When a society keeps struggling for basic facilities, then how can it fulfil its bigger dreams,” the
Prime Minister asked.

cr

Under his government, 11,000 new LPG distribution centres had come up in the country, Mr.
Modi said, adding that the figure had doubled in Uttar Pradesh from fewer than 2,000 to 4,000.
Mr. Modi interacted with women beneficiaries of the Ujjwala scheme from Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh, Goa and Uttar Pradesh.
While Bundi Devi of Dehradun told him that the gas connection had allowed her to take care of
her aged father, Kiran Devi of Gorakhpur said now she saved time and her life was made easier.
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‘29% OF STUDENTS EXPOSED TO SECOND-HAND
SMOKE’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The government is pressing for more awareness drives among the youth.

m

More than 29% of students in India were exposed to second-hand smoke, said the Global Youth
Tobacco Survey (GYTS-4), India, 2019, which was released by Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Tuesday.
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The National Fact Sheet said there has been a 42% decline in tobacco use among 13-15-yearold schoolchildren in the past decade. It added that use of any form of tobacco was higher
among boys and tobacco use among schoolchildren was highest in Arunachal Pradesh and
Mizoram and lowest in Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka.
The report also found that 38% of cigarettes, 47% of bidi smokers and 52% of smokeless
tobacco users initiated the use before their 10th birthday. The median age of initiation to
cigarette and bidi-smoking, and smokeless tobacco use was 11.5 years, 10.5 years and 9.9
years, respectively.
Role of teachers

IA

Releasing the report, the Health Minister emphasised the role of teachers as most crucial in
creating awareness among children and their parents of the harm due to tobacco use and for
shaping the attitude of children in this regard.
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He said, “The more and the sooner, we create awareness among children about harms due to
tobacco use, the better will be the outcomes in terms of reduction in prevalence of tobacco use
among children and consequently among adults.”
Harmful effects of tobacco use should be incorporated in school curricula at various levels
starting right from the primary school level, he added.

cr

The fourth round of Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS-4) was conducted in 2019 by the
International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) under the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW).
The survey was designed to produce national estimates of tobacco use among school going
children aged 13-15 years at the State level and Union Territory (UT) by sex, location of school
(rural-urban), and management of school (public-private). The first three rounds of GYTS were
conducted in 2003, 2006 and 2009.
A total of 97,302 students from 987 schools (public-544; private-443) participated in the survey.
Of which, 80,772 students aged 13-15 years were considered for reporting.
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

S.
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In pursuance of the National Policy for Older Persons (NPOP), a National
Council for Older Persons (NCOP) was constituted in 1999 under the
Chairpersonship of the Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment to oversee
implementation of the Policy and advise the Government in the formulation and
implementation of policy and programmes for the aged. In 2012, the NCOP was
reconstituted in order to encourage more participation from every region and
renamed as National Council of Senior Citizens (NCSrC). The third meeting of
the Council was held on 13 June, 2018. The issues discussed in the 3rd meeting
of the NCSrC involved Schemes/Programmes/Act for the welfare of Senior
Citizens being run by various Ministries/Departments in addition to D/oSJE.
Major recommendations and challenges drawn by the council in the 3'd meeting,
and status/ action taken by the Government thereof, is furnished below:

IA

Recommendation:- The Council suggested strengthening of the Act to make it
more effective.
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Status/ Action Taken:- Based on the recommendations of various stakeholders,
including NCSrC, the Government of India has introduced the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens (Amendment) Bill, 2019 in the Lok
Sabha on 11.12.2019.
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Recommendation:- The Council suggested for organizing of more distribution camps across
the States/UTs.
Status/ Action Taken:- W.e.f. 1.4.2021, the Department of Social Justice and Empowerment
revised the Scheme for RVY to cover all the districts in the country.

Recommendation:- Council member suggested the process of on-line registration of NGOs
may be simplified, and empanelment of voluntary organisation may be made mandatory.

Status/ Action Taken:- The Department of Social Justice and Empowerment has been
maintaining simplified Online NGO portal namely e-Anudaan (https://grants-msje.gov.in) to
process online registration of NGOs. It is mandatory for the NGOs to get empanelled under
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NITI Aayog's DARPAN portal, in PFMS, and on Expenditure Advance and Transfer (EAT)
Module for receiving the grant-in-aids.
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Recommendation:- The Council was of the view that financial assistance to those senior
citizens who are cancer patients may be provided from SCWF.

S.
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Status/ Action Taken:- The Government of India through Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN) is
already providing financial assistance upto Rs. 2 lakhs to cancer patients (Rs. 5 lakhs in
emergency cases).
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Recommendation:- The Council was apprised that features of IGNOAPS like pension amount,
criteria for identifying beneficiaries etc. was under revision.
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Status/ Action Taken:- Ministry of Rural Development implements the National Social
Assistance Programs (NSAP) whereby Old Age Pension is provided to BPL senior Citizens
under IGNOAPS. The central contribution of pension under the Indira Gandhi National Old
Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS) is Rs. 200/- per month per beneficiary up to 79 years and
Rs.500/- per month per beneficiary from 80 year onwards and the State Governments may
contribute over and above to this amount. At present old age beneficiaries are getting
anywhere between Rs. 200/- to Rs. 1000/- depending on the State Contribution. All the
persons who are 60 years of age in a BPL family are eligible to get old age pension.

Recommendation:- The Council suggested that in respect of UTs which are directly under the
Central Government Ministry of Home Affairs should take a pro-active role in ensuring safety
and security of Senior Citizen in the Union Territories.

Status/ Action Taken:- Ministry of Home Affairs has issued advisories to the States/UTs on
“Implementation of National Policy on Older Persons" and also on “Protection of Life and
Property of Senior Citizens". These advisories are available in www.mha.gov.in .

Recommendation:- The Council had suggested for the concession in air-fare to senior citizens
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and launch of 2-tier non-AC trains for senior citizens.
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Status/ Action Taken:-Ministry of Railways provides a combined quota of six(6) lower berths
per coach in sleeper class and three (3) lower berth per coach each in AC-3 tier and AC-2 tier
classes has been earmarked for Senior Citizens. Male senior citizens are given 40%
concession and female senior citizens at 58 years and above are given 50% concession in the
ticket fare in all classes of Mail/Express/Rajdhani/Shatabdi/Jan Shatabdi/Duronto group of
trains.

Recommendation:- Council suggested for inclusion of compulsory counseling session on
Inter-generational bonding as a part of the school curriculum/syllabus.

IA

Status/ Action Taken:-National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
considers revision of curriculum time to time to include relevant content in the syllabus.
Ministry of Human Resources (now Ministry of Education)/ NCERT informed the Council that
since the issue of inter-generational bonding is a social concern and has relevance in today's
world, inclusion of the relevant content in the syllabus will be considered.
This information was given by The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Sushri Pratima Bhaumik in the Lok Sabha in a written reply today.
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In pursuance of the National Policy for Older Persons (NPOP), a National
Council for Older Persons (NCOP) was constituted in 1999 under the
Chairpersonship of the Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment to oversee
implementation of the Policy and advise the Government in the formulation and
implementation of policy and programmes for the aged. In 2012, the NCOP was
reconstituted in order to encourage more participation from every region and
renamed as National Council of Senior Citizens (NCSrC). The third meeting of
the Council was held on 13 June, 2018. The issues discussed in the 3rd meeting
of the NCSrC involved Schemes/Programmes/Act for the welfare of Senior
Citizens being run by various Ministries/Departments in addition to D/oSJE.
Major recommendations and challenges drawn by the council in the 3'd meeting,
and status/ action taken by the Government thereof, is furnished below:

Recommendation:- The Council suggested strengthening of the Act to make it
more effective.
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Status/ Action Taken:- Based on the recommendations of various stakeholders,
including NCSrC, the Government of India has introduced the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens (Amendment) Bill, 2019 in the Lok
Sabha on 11.12.2019.

Recommendation:- The Council suggested for organizing of more distribution camps across
the States/UTs.
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Status/ Action Taken:- W.e.f. 1.4.2021, the Department of Social Justice and Empowerment
revised the Scheme for RVY to cover all the districts in the country.

Recommendation:- Council member suggested the process of on-line registration of NGOs
may be simplified, and empanelment of voluntary organisation may be made mandatory.
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Status/ Action Taken:- The Department of Social Justice and Empowerment has been
maintaining simplified Online NGO portal namely e-Anudaan (https://grants-msje.gov.in) to
process online registration of NGOs. It is mandatory for the NGOs to get empanelled under
NITI Aayog's DARPAN portal, in PFMS, and on Expenditure Advance and Transfer (EAT)
Module for receiving the grant-in-aids.

Recommendation:- The Council was of the view that financial assistance to those senior
citizens who are cancer patients may be provided from SCWF.
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Status/ Action Taken:- The Government of India through Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN) is
already providing financial assistance upto Rs. 2 lakhs to cancer patients (Rs. 5 lakhs in
emergency cases).

Recommendation:- The Council was apprised that features of IGNOAPS like pension amount,
criteria for identifying beneficiaries etc. was under revision.

Status/ Action Taken:- Ministry of Rural Development implements the National Social
Assistance Programs (NSAP) whereby Old Age Pension is provided to BPL senior Citizens
under IGNOAPS. The central contribution of pension under the Indira Gandhi National Old
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Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS) is Rs. 200/- per month per beneficiary up to 79 years and
Rs.500/- per month per beneficiary from 80 year onwards and the State Governments may
contribute over and above to this amount. At present old age beneficiaries are getting
anywhere between Rs. 200/- to Rs. 1000/- depending on the State Contribution. All the
persons who are 60 years of age in a BPL family are eligible to get old age pension.
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Recommendation:- The Council suggested that in respect of UTs which are directly under the
Central Government Ministry of Home Affairs should take a pro-active role in ensuring safety
and security of Senior Citizen in the Union Territories.

Status/ Action Taken:- Ministry of Home Affairs has issued advisories to the States/UTs on
“Implementation of National Policy on Older Persons" and also on “Protection of Life and
Property of Senior Citizens". These advisories are available in www.mha.gov.in .
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Recommendation:- The Council had suggested for the concession in air-fare to senior citizens
and launch of 2-tier non-AC trains for senior citizens.
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Status/ Action Taken:-Ministry of Railways provides a combined quota of six(6) lower berths
per coach in sleeper class and three (3) lower berth per coach each in AC-3 tier and AC-2 tier
classes has been earmarked for Senior Citizens. Male senior citizens are given 40%
concession and female senior citizens at 58 years and above are given 50% concession in the
ticket fare in all classes of Mail/Express/Rajdhani/Shatabdi/Jan Shatabdi/Duronto group of
trains.

Recommendation:- Council suggested for inclusion of compulsory counseling session on
Inter-generational bonding as a part of the school curriculum/syllabus.

Status/ Action Taken:-National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
considers revision of curriculum time to time to include relevant content in the syllabus.
Ministry of Human Resources (now Ministry of Education)/ NCERT informed the Council that
since the issue of inter-generational bonding is a social concern and has relevance in today's
world, inclusion of the relevant content in the syllabus will be considered.
This information was given by The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Sushri Pratima Bhaumik in the Lok Sabha in a written reply today.
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REHABILITATION OF MANUAL SCAVENGING
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

m

As per the reports of the State Governments, no person is engaged as manual scavenger any
i.e. carrying of human excreta from insanitary latrines, any more. There are certain claims from
some voluntary agencies that still there are some people working as manual scavengers.
However they could not substantiate these claims.
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Although no deaths have been reported from manual scavenging, 309 deaths have been
reported during the last five years of people who undertook hazardous cleaning of sewers and
septic tanks.
Details of number of manual scavengers provided assistance for their rehabilitation by
Government during the last five years, year-wise and State-wise under the Self Employment
Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers, is given at Annexure-I. In Madurai, 02
manual scavengers have been identified and they have been provided One time Cash
Assistance of Rs. 40,000/-

IA

Details of funds allocated by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and utilized by
NSKFDC during the last five years are given as under:-

S.No.
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Particulars

Amount (Rs. in crore)
1.

cr

Funds released to NSKFDC

192.16
2.

Funds utilized by NSKFDC (including out of unspent balance from previous year)
211.84

The following major steps have been taken to ensure proper rehabilitation of manual
scavengers:-
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Annexure-II

Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS)

S.No.
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State
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State and year-wise manual scavengers/dependants provided assistance for
rehabilitation during last five years

Coverage

One Time Cash Assistance
Skill Development Training

Capital Subsidy for Self Employment Projects

IA

2016-2017
2017-2018
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2018-19
2019-20
2020-21

2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-19
2019-20
2020-21
20162017
2017-2018
2018-19
2019-20
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2020-21
1
Andhra Pradesh
8

1334
74
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330
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2

0
0
0

104

cr

ac
k

IA

76
0
0
0
0
0
2

Assam

0
144
538
188
3051
0
7
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38
143
272
0

0
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Bihar

0
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0

0
0
0
0

18
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4

Chhattisgarh
0
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Gujarat
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0
0
5

0
0
96
9
0
0
7
12
0
0
0
0
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0
6
Jharkhand

0
108
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68
0
0

24
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10
0
0
0
0
0
7

Karnataka

17
293
920
429
1046
0
51
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Kerala

0
0
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504
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0
0
0

161
153
0
0
0
0
0
9

Madhya Pradesh
0
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Maharashtra

0
0
4605
1002
718
0
0
0
569
763
0
0
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Odisha

1

11
0
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10
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
12

Punjab

0
1
126
8
9
22
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Rajasthan

104
23
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2038
82
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232
53
73
107
220
347
0
0
0
0
0
14

Tamilnadu
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Uttar Pradesh

1075
669
5154
11044
6267
4298
126
1041
833
3741
182
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1755
324

2775
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460
735
0
0
3
0
0
17

West Bengal
0
0
555
28
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35
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Total
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18079
13246
14692
4373
334
1682
2532
6204
196
151
151
108
157
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This information was given by The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Shri.Ramdas athawale in the Lok Sabha in a written reply today.
MG/IA
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As per the reports of the State Governments, no person is engaged as manual scavenger any
i.e. carrying of human excreta from insanitary latrines, any more. There are certain claims from
some voluntary agencies that still there are some people working as manual scavengers.
However they could not substantiate these claims.
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Although no deaths have been reported from manual scavenging, 309 deaths have been
reported during the last five years of people who undertook hazardous cleaning of sewers and
septic tanks.
Details of number of manual scavengers provided assistance for their rehabilitation by
Government during the last five years, year-wise and State-wise under the Self Employment
Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers, is given at Annexure-I. In Madurai, 02
manual scavengers have been identified and they have been provided One time Cash
Assistance of Rs. 40,000/-

IA

Details of funds allocated by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and utilized by
NSKFDC during the last five years are given as under:-
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S.No.

Particulars

Amount (Rs. in crore)
1.
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Funds released to NSKFDC

192.16
2.

Funds utilized by NSKFDC (including out of unspent balance from previous year)
211.84

The following major steps have been taken to ensure proper rehabilitation of manual
scavengers:-
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Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS)

S.No.
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State and year-wise manual scavengers/dependants provided assistance for
rehabilitation during last five years

Coverage

One Time Cash Assistance
Skill Development Training

Capital Subsidy for Self Employment Projects
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2016-2017
2017-2018
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2018-19
2019-20
2020-21

2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-19
2019-20
2020-21
20162017
2017-2018
2018-19
2019-20
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Andhra Pradesh
8

1334
74
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0
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Assam

0
144
538
188
3051
0
7
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Chhattisgarh
0
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0
0
5

0
0
96
9
0
0
7
12
0
0
0
0
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Jharkhand
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Karnataka

17
293
920
429
1046
0
51
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0
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Maharashtra

0
0
4605
1002
718
0
0
0
569
763
0
0
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Punjab

0
1
126
8
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Uttar Pradesh

1075
669
5154
11044
6267
4298
126
1041
833
3741
182
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West Bengal
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This information was given by The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Shri.Ramdas athawale in the Lok Sabha in a written reply today.
MG/IA
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NATIONAL MISSION FOR ENHANCED ENERGY
EFFICIENCY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) consists of four initiatives to
enhance energy efficiency in energy intensive industries which are as follows:

Bachat Lamp Yojna (BLY): The programme was developed for replacement of inefficient
bulbs with Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs). The details of number of bulbs replaced
with CFL and energy saved are as follows:-

Energy saved
29 million

IA

No. Of bulbs replaced with CFL
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3.598 Billion Units / per year

cr

Super-Efficient Equipment Program (SEEP): This programme was designed for market
transformation of super-efficient appliances by providing financial stimulus innovatively
at critical point/s of interventions.

PAT Cycle-III commenced with effect from 1st April 2017 and got completed on 31st
March, 2020. PAT Cycle -III sought to achieve an overall energy consumption reduction of
1.06 MTOE for which targets had been notified to 116 Designated Consumers (DCs) from
six sectors viz. Thermal Power Plant, Cement, Aluminium, Pulp & Paper, Iron & Steel and
Textile. Next step is verification of actual energy saving.
PAT Cycle–IV commenced with effect from 1st April 2018. A total of 106 DCs with an estimated
energy consumption reduction target of 0.6998 million tonnes of oil equivalent were notified.
These DCs were from 8 sectors consisting of 6 existing sectors of PAT Cycle -I and two new
sectors namely Petrochemicals and Commercial Buildings (Hotels). The assessment year of
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these DCs has been affected by the outbreak of the Pandemic due to COVID -19 and thus their
assessment of performance has not commenced.
PAT Cycle-VI had commenced with effect from 1st April 2020. Under PAT
Cycle-VI,
135 DCs from six sectors, i.e. Cement, Commercial buildings (hotels), Iron and Steel, Petroleum
Refinery, Pulp and Paper and Textiles, were notified. With implementation of PAT Cycle–VI, it is
targeted to achieve a total energy savings of 1.276 MTOE. These 135 DCs are under process of
implementation of various energy efficiency measures to meet their notified targets.

***
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This information was given by Shri R.K. Singh, Union Minister for Power and New and
Renewable Energy in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.
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National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) consists of four initiatives to
enhance energy efficiency in energy intensive industries which are as follows:
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Bachat Lamp Yojna (BLY): The programme was developed for replacement of inefficient
bulbs with Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs). The details of number of bulbs replaced
with CFL and energy saved are as follows:-

No. Of bulbs replaced with CFL
Energy saved
29 million

cr

3.598 Billion Units / per year

Super-Efficient Equipment Program (SEEP): This programme was designed for market
transformation of super-efficient appliances by providing financial stimulus innovatively
at critical point/s of interventions.

PAT Cycle-III commenced with effect from 1st April 2017 and got completed on 31st
March, 2020. PAT Cycle -III sought to achieve an overall energy consumption reduction of
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1.06 MTOE for which targets had been notified to 116 Designated Consumers (DCs) from
six sectors viz. Thermal Power Plant, Cement, Aluminium, Pulp & Paper, Iron & Steel and
Textile. Next step is verification of actual energy saving.
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PAT Cycle–IV commenced with effect from 1st April 2018. A total of 106 DCs with an estimated
energy consumption reduction target of 0.6998 million tonnes of oil equivalent were notified.
These DCs were from 8 sectors consisting of 6 existing sectors of PAT Cycle -I and two new
sectors namely Petrochemicals and Commercial Buildings (Hotels). The assessment year of
these DCs has been affected by the outbreak of the Pandemic due to COVID -19 and thus their
assessment of performance has not commenced.
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PAT Cycle-VI had commenced with effect from 1st April 2020. Under PAT
Cycle-VI,
135 DCs from six sectors, i.e. Cement, Commercial buildings (hotels), Iron and Steel, Petroleum
Refinery, Pulp and Paper and Textiles, were notified. With implementation of PAT Cycle–VI, it is
targeted to achieve a total energy savings of 1.276 MTOE. These 135 DCs are under process of
implementation of various energy efficiency measures to meet their notified targets.
This information was given by Shri R.K. Singh, Union Minister for Power and New and
Renewable Energy in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.
***
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BUILDING CONSENT: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION
REGULATIONS 2021
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The Indian Medical Association (IMA), the largest organisation of doctors in India, has
demanded that the National Medical Commission (NMC) withdraw the draft Postgraduate
Medical Education Regulations 2021. In its current form, it notes that there shall be common
counselling for admission in all medical educational institutions to all Post-graduate ‘BroadSpecialty’ courses (Diploma/MD/MS) on the basis of the merit list of the National Exit Test.
Currently, admissions to such programmes are based on the post-graduate NEET. Half the
seats to the various courses are based on the all-India quota and the rest are admitted by the
State governments, which comply with reservation norms. The IMA contends that the draft
regulations leave States with no power or discretion to manage admissions to State medical
colleges, which rely on State funds. If States did not have the freedom to decide on student
intake, they would find it hard to provide quality medical services to the local population. The
proposed regulations follow from the provisions of the National Medical Commission Act, 2019,
that itself replaced the Medical Council Act of India and was a subject of extreme friction
between medical professionals and the Centre. In both instances, the heart of the objection is
States’ discomfort with ceding powers to the Centre. The familiar argument of the States is that
health care is a State subject. Through the decades, while the Centre plays the critical role of
funding and conceiving targeted programmes to ameliorate disease and improve overall healthcare standards, the matter of implementation has always been left to the States.
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The Centre has an important role in setting standards and amplifying best practices so that
minimum — but ever improving — standards of health care are delivered across all States.
Much like cadres of the IAS are deputed to States based on centralised examinations, there is,
in principle, no reason for such a system not to be effective, but the Centre needs to be
extremely responsive to States’ views on the same. The very real problem, laid bare during the
pandemic, is the shortage and extremely uneven availability of quality health care. Through the
years, attempts are being made to improve this by trying to bridge alternative systems of
medicines with modern medicine, but these have always been marred by political and religious
overtones, and a convergence seems unlikely in the near future. The import of the proposals
should not be made hostage to a Centre-States power struggle. Efforts must be made to build
more consensus involving stakeholders, such as the IMA, State medical councils and
representatives of health-care groups.

Our code of editorial values
From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 96
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2021-08-12

AN URBAN JOBS SAFETY NET
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

S.
co

m

During the pandemic, we have again and again faced the difficult choice of saving lives versus
protecting livelihoods. According to the World Economic Outlook report of April, 2021 of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), almost all countries, except China, experienced economic
contraction last year. The global GDP shrunk by 3.3%. The contraction in the U.S., Brazil,
Japan, Canada and Euro Area was in the range of 3.5%-7%. India’s GDP plummeted by 8%.
China, on the contrary, posted a growth of 2.3%. The report stated that 95 million people have
fallen into the ranks of the extreme poor category. The unemployment rate in the Euro Area, the
U.S. and Canada shot up to 7.1%, 8.1% and 9.6%, respectively. Spain, Greece, Turkey, the
Philippines, Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, and Peru among others are grappling with
unemployment rates in double digits. As per the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy’s
estimates, the unemployment rate in India peaked to 23.5% in April 2020 before falling to 6.9%
in February 2021.
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In the wake of economic deceleration, the challenge is to minimise livelihood losses.
Traditionally, governments have addressed this issue from a sectoral viewpoint. Given the
contemporary realities, the need is to approach this from a rural-urban perspective for two
reasons. First, when there is an economic shock, it is essential to provide people with formal
access to a livelihood safety net. Second, the livelihood safety net must have comprehensive
coverage. Such a net, provided by the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS), exists only in rural areas. Urban India does not have any such cushion.
Though the Indian government operates the National Urban Livelihoods Mission, which is
focused on self-employment through skill up-gradation and credit linkages through banks, the
scheme does not have guaranteed wage employment provisions akin to what MGNREGS
provides. During the lockdown last year, we saw migrant labour moving in large numbers from
the urban to rural areas, which is symptomatic of the rural-urban livelihood security divide. This
divide needs to be bridged if the livelihood loss is to be minimised. Policy experts have
considered migration in India to be essentially a rural to urban phenomenon. This pandemic has
demolished that myth. MGNREGS, designed to check such migration, provides a livelihood
safety net in rural India. Last year’s migration tragedy and the economic slowdown have
highlighted the need for a similar livelihood safety net in urban India.
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Economists call for urban jobs scheme
A few States have experimented with a wage employment-based urban livelihood scheme.
Himachal Pradesh (H.P.) launched the Mukhya Mantri Shahri Ajeevika Guarantee Yojana
(MMSAGY) last year with the objective of enhancing livelihood security in urban areas by
providing 120 days of guaranteed wage employment to every household at minimum wages in
FY 2020-21. Any adult member of a household, less than 65 years of age, residing in the
jurisdiction of the urban local body (ULB) and willing to engage in unskilled work at projects
being executed or in sanitation services being provided by the municipality can register under
the scheme. A job card is issued to the beneficiary within seven days of registration and
employment is provided within a fortnight. Otherwise, the beneficiary is eligible to be
compensated at a rate of 75 per day. Initially, when the scheme was conceived, there was
scepticism due to lack of fiscal space during the pandemic to launch a new scheme. The
government then decided to fund the wage component from the grants already available to
ULBs under the State and Central Finance Commissions. In a year of its operation, a quarter
million man-days, benefiting about 3% of the total urban households in H.P., were generated. If
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the scope of MMSAGY is broadened to include muster-roll based works, other municipal
services, etc., it could enhance livelihood opportunities.

m

H.P.’s experience has provided some crucial insights. One, an urban livelihood scheme can be
launched within the existing fiscal space. If not, the Union and States can provide resources
together. Two, separate minimum wages for rural and urban areas do not cause migration to
urban areas since the higher cost of living in urban areas has an offsetting effect. Three, the
focus must shift from asset creation to service delivery. Restricting it to asset creation or wagematerial ratios may be sub-optimal in urban settings. The focus should be on enhancing the
quality of municipal services. Four, such a scheme is like an ‘economic vaccine’ and will protect
people against unemployment. It should be administered at the national level rather than at the
State level.

Our code of editorial values
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Rajneesh is a Principal Secretary, Urban Development, Government of Himachal Pradesh.
Views are personal

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
END
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As per the Census of 2011 data available on the website of Registrar General of India, there are
4,13,670 beggars and vagrants in the Country. The State-wise details are placed at Annexure.
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The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has formulated a scheme “SMILE - Support for
Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise”, which includes sub-scheme - ‘Central
Sector Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons engaged in the act of Begging’.
The focus of the scheme is on providing basic necessaries like food, shelter homes, medical
facilities, counseling, rehabilitation, basic documentation, education, skill development and
economic linkages of the persons found to be engaged in begging.
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Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has identified ten cities namely Ahmadabad,
Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Indore, Lucknow, Mumbai, Nagpur and Patna for
undertaking pilot projects on Comprehensive Rehabilitation of Persons engaged in the act of
Begging, which provides for the whole range of services including awareness generation,
identification, rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, counseling, education, skill
development and sustainable settlement of persons engaged in begging.

Annexure
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Total Beggars, Vagrants etc. in India as per Census 2011

ST Code

India/State/UT

cr

Beggars, Vagrants etc.
Persons
Males
Females

1
JAMMU & KASHMIR
4,134
2,550
1,584
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2
HIMACHAL PRADESH
809
504
305
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3
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PUNJAB

4

5
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CHANDIGARH

7,939
5,197
2,742

121
87
34
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UTTARAKHAND

3,320
2,374
946

6

HARYANA

8,682
6,504
2,178
7
NCT OF DELHI
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2,187
1,343
844
8
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RAJASTHAN

9

10
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11
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BIHAR
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UTTAR PRADESH

25,853
15,271
10,582

65,835
41,859
23,976

29,723
14,842
14,881

SIKKIM

68
46
22

12
ARUNACHAL PRADESH
114
59
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55
13
NAGALAND
124

m

65

14
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MANIPUR

16
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MIZORAM
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15

59

263
117
146

53
33
20
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TRIPURA

1,490
607
883

17

MEGHALAYA
396
172
224
18
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ASSAM
22,116
7,269
14,847
19
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WEST BENGAL

20

IA

JHARKHAND
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21

81,244
33,086
48,158

10,819
5,522
5,297
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ODISHA

17,965
9,981
7,984

22

CHHATTISGARH
10,198
4,995
5,203
23
MADHYA PRADESH
28,695
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17,506
11,189
24
GUJARAT
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13,445
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25
DAMAN & DIU
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26

8,549
4,896

22
15
7

27
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DADRA & NAGAR HAVELI

19
7
12

cr

MAHARASHTRA

24,307
14,020
10,287

28
ANDHRA PRADESH
30,218
16,264
13,954
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29
KARNATAKA
12,270
6,436
5,834

m

30
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GOA

31

32
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LAKSHADWEEP

247
131
116

2
0
2

cr

KERALA

4,023
2,397
1,626

33

TAMIL NADU

6,814
3,789
3,025
34
PUDUCHERRY
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A & N ISLANDS

IA

INDIA

56
22
34

4,13,670
2,21,673
1,91,997
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This information was given by The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri.
A. Narayanaswamy in the Rajya Sabha in a written reply.

*****
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As per the Census of 2011 data available on the website of Registrar General of India, there are
4,13,670 beggars and vagrants in the Country. The State-wise details are placed at Annexure.
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has formulated a scheme “SMILE - Support for
Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise”, which includes sub-scheme - ‘Central
Sector Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons engaged in the act of Begging’.
The focus of the scheme is on providing basic necessaries like food, shelter homes, medical
facilities, counseling, rehabilitation, basic documentation, education, skill development and
economic linkages of the persons found to be engaged in begging.
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has identified ten cities namely Ahmadabad,
Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Indore, Lucknow, Mumbai, Nagpur and Patna for
undertaking pilot projects on Comprehensive Rehabilitation of Persons engaged in the act of
Begging, which provides for the whole range of services including awareness generation,
identification, rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, counseling, education, skill
development and sustainable settlement of persons engaged in begging.
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Annexure
Total Beggars, Vagrants etc. in India as per Census 2011

India/State/UT
Beggars, Vagrants etc.
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Persons
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ST Code

Males

Females

1

2
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JAMMU & KASHMIR

4,134
2,550
1,584
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HIMACHAL PRADESH

809
504
305

3

PUNJAB

7,939
5,197
2,742
4
CHANDIGARH
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UTTARAKHAND

6

7
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8

ac
k

NCT OF DELHI
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HARYANA

3,320
2,374
946

8,682
6,504
2,178

2,187
1,343
844

RAJASTHAN

25,853
15,271
10,582

9
UTTAR PRADESH
65,835
41,859
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10
BIHAR
29,723
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14,842

11
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SIKKIM

13
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12

14,881

68
46
22

114
59
55
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NAGALAND

124
65
59

14

MANIPUR
263
117
146
15
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33
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TRIPURA

17
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MEGHALAYA
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18

1,490
607
883

396
172
224
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ASSAM

22,116
7,269
14,847

19

WEST BENGAL

81,244
33,086
48,158

20
JHARKHAND
10,819
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ODISHA
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MADHYA PRADESH
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CHHATTISGARH

9,981
7,984

10,198
4,995
5,203

28,695
17,506
11,189
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GUJARAT

13,445
8,549
4,896

25
DAMAN & DIU
22
15
7
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DADRA & NAGAR HAVELI
19
7
12
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28

29
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ANDHRA PRADESH

24,307
14,020
10,287

30,218
16,264
13,954
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KARNATAKA

12,270
6,436
5,834

30

GOA

247
131
116
31
LAKSHADWEEP
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KERALA

33

34
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TAMIL NADU

4,023
2,397
1,626

6,814
3,789
3,025

99
54
45

A & N ISLANDS

56
22
34

INDIA
4,13,670
2,21,673
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1,91,997

This information was given by The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri.
A. Narayanaswamy in the Rajya Sabha in a written reply.

MG/IA

S.
co

END

m

*****

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 114
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2021-08-12

DEVELOPMENT OF TRIBAL SOCIETIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

IA

S.
co

m

Government is implementing Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP)/Schedule Tribe Component
(STC)/Development Action Plan for Development of Scheduled Tribes (DAPSTs) for overall
development of tribal people across the country including North Eastern Region (NER).
Besides Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 40 Central Ministries / Departments have been obligated by
NITI Aayog for earmarking certain percentage of their total Scheme allocation every year as
TSP funds for tribal development. TSP funds are spent by different Central Ministries /
Departments under their schemes for various development projects relating to education,
health, agriculture, irrigation, roads, housing, drinking water, electrification, employment
generation, skill development, etc. for accelerated socio-economic development of Scheduled
Tribes in the country. State Governments are also supposed to earmark TSP funds in
proportion to ST population (Census 2011) in the State with respect to total State Plan. Ministry
of Tribal Affairs provides additive to these initiatives by way of plugging critical gaps. Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region as per its TSP mandate of 27.18% expenditure of its
scheme, has been spending more than that by implementing a number of projects in the
physical infrastructure relating to water supply, power, connectivity, specially the projects
promoting tourism and social sector for creation of infrastructure in the areas of primary and
secondary sectors of education and health, resulting upliftment of the tribal population in the
NER.
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The details of the schemes presently being implemented by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the
country including North Eastern Region are given in Annexure. Ministry of Tribal Affairs
envisages to revamp the existing schemes for development of tribals for next five years i.e.
2021-22 to 2025-26.

Annexure
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Details of various schemes implemented by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution: Under the programme of Proviso to Article
275(1) of Constitution, Grants are released to 26 States, having ST population for raising the
level of Administration in Scheduled Areas and for the welfare of tribal people. This is a Special
Area Programme and 100% grants are provided to States. Funds are released to the States
Governments depending on the felt needs of ST population to bridge the gap in infrastructure
activities in the fields of education, health, skill development, livelihood, drinking water,
sanitation, etc.
Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS): The scheme of Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRSs) was introduced in the year 1997-98 to impart quality education exclusively to
ST children with an objective to provide quality middle and high-level education to Scheduled
Tribe (ST) students in remote areas in order to enable them to avail of reservation in high and
professional educational courses and get jobs in government and public and private sectors.
Realizing the importance of the EMRS, in the Union Budget of 2018-19, Government
announced that “The Government is committed to provide the best quality education to the
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tribal children in their own environment. To realize this mission, it has been decided that by the
year 2022, every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 20,000 tribal persons,
will have an Eklavya Model Residential School. Eklavya schools will be on par with Navodaya
Vidyalayas and will have special facilities for preserving local art and culture besides providing
training in sports and skill development."
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It was a component of Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution. During 2018-19, a
separate scheme was introduced. In terms of the aforesaid Budget announcement, Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), in its meeting held on 17.12.18, inter-alia approved
the revamping of the EMRS Scheme.
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Grant-in Aid to Voluntary Organizations working for the welfare of Scheduled Tribes:
Under the scheme of Grant-in-Aid to Voluntary Organizations working for the welfare of
Scheduled Tribes, the Ministry funds projects in the fields of Education and Health, covering
residential schools, non-residential schools, hostels, mobile dispensaries, ten or more bedded
hospitals, etc.
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Strengthening Education among ST Girls in Low Literacy Districts: Scheme is exclusively for
ST girls in 54 districts identified in the country, where the ST population is 25% or more and ST
female literacy rate is below 35% or its fractions, as per 2001 Census. The scheme is being
implemented through Voluntary Organisations/Non-Governmental Organisations and aims
at enhancing the literacy rate of tribal girls, bridging the gap in literacy levels between
the general female population and tribal women and reducing drop-outs at the elementary
level by creating the required ambiance for education.
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Pre-Matric Scholarships to ST students: The scheme is applicable to students who are studying
in Classes IX –X. Parental income from all sources should not be more than Rs.2.50 lakhs per
annum. Scholarship of Rs.225/-per month for day scholars and Rs.525/-per month for
hostellers is given for a period of 10 months in a year. Scholarship is disbursed through the
State Government/UT Administration. Funding ratio is 75:25 between Centre and States for all
States except North East and Hills States like Himachal Pradesh, Uttrakhand and Jammu and
Kashmir where it is 90:10. For UT's without legislature sharing pattern is 100% Central Share.
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Post Matric Scholarship to ST students: The objective of the scheme is to provide financial
assistance to the Scheduled Tribe students studying at Post-matriculation or Post-secondary
levels to enable them to complete their education. Parental income from all sources should not
be more than Rs.2.50 lakhs per annum. The tuition fee as fixed by the state fee regulatory
committee is reimbursed and Scholarship amount of Rs.230 to Rs.1200 per month, depending
upon the course of study is paid. The Scheme is implemented by the State Governments and
Union Territory Administrations. Funding ratio is 75:25 between Centre and States for all States
except NE and Hilly States/UTs of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Jammu and Kashmir
where it is 90:10. For UT's without legislature sharing pattern is 100% Central Share.
National Overseas Scholarships for ST Candidates for Studying Abroad: The Scheme provides
for financial assistance to selected students to pursue Post Graduation, PhD & PostDoctoral study abroad. A total of 20 awards are given every year. Of these, 17 awards are
for STs and 3 awards for students belonging to Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs). Parental/family income from all sources should not exceed Rs.6.00 lakhs per annum.
National Fellowship &Scholarship for Higher Education of ST students:
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National Scholarship–(Top class) Scheme [Graduate level]: The objective of the scheme is to
encourage meritorious ST students for pursuing studies at degree and post degree level in
designated top 246 Institutions, whose parental income is not more than Rs.6.00 lakh per
annum. Scholarship amount includes tuition fees, living expenses and allowances for books
and computer.
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National Fellowship for ST students: The objective of the scheme is to provide fellowships in
the form of financial assistance to students belonging to the Scheduled Tribes for pursuing
higher studies such as M.Phil and Ph.D. Fellowship is granted as per UGC norms. (Presently,
@ Rs.25,000/-for JRF and @Rs.28,000/-for SRF).
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Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS): Under scheme of Special
Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS) 100% grants is provided to the State
Governments for activities related to education, health, sanitation, water supply, livelihood, skill
development, Ashram Schools, Boys and Girls Hostels, Vocational Training Centres (VTCs),
minor infrastructure, etc. to bridge the gap between Scheduled Tribe (ST) population and
others as a critical gap filling measure.
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Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs): The scheme of Development of
PVTGs covers 75 identified PVTGs among Scheduled Tribes in 18 States and UT of Andaman
& Nicobar Islands for the activities like education, housing, land distribution, land
development, agricultural development, animal husbandry, construction of link roads,
installation of non-conventional sources of energy for lighting purpose, social security or any
other innovative activity meant for the comprehensive socio-economic development of
PVTGs.
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Institutional Support for Development & Marketing of Tribal Products/Produce (Central Sector
Scheme): The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED)
is a Multi State Cooperative Society set up in 1987 under the Multi State Cooperative Societies
Act, 1984 (now the Multi State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002) which functions both as a
service provider and market developer for tribal products. It markets tribal products through the
network of its retail outlets ‘TRIBES INDIA’ in the country. As a capacity builder, it also imparts
training to Scheduled Tribe Artisans and Minor Forest Produce (MFP) gatherers.
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Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support Price
(MSP) & Development of Value Chain for MFP: A Scheme “Mechanism for Marketing of Minor
Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support Price (MSP) and Development of Value
Chain for MFP” was introduced by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the year 2013-14, to provide
much needed safety net and support to people belonging to Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers whose very livelihood depends on collection and selling of MFP.
Support to National/State Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporations
(NSTFDC/STFDCS): National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation
(NSTFDC) is an apex organisation set up on 10.04.2001, exclusively for economic
development of Scheduled Tribes. The Corporation continues to function as a catalytic agent
for promoting economic development activities of STs by providing financial assistance at
concessional rates of interest.
Support to Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) : Ministry extends support to the State
Governments through the Scheme ‘Support to Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs)’ to set up new
TRIs where it didn’t exist and to strengthen functioning of existing TRIs to carry out its core
responsibility towards Research & Documentations, Training and capacity building, promotion
of rich tribal heritage etc.
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Tribal Festivals, Research Information and Mass Education : Through the scheme ‘Tribal
Festival, Research Information and Mass Education’, promotion of rich tribal cultural heritage,
dissemination of information and creation of awareness are given attention to which includes
organization of Tribal Craft & Food Festivals, Sports, Music, Dance & Photo Competitions,
Science, Art & Craft Expos, Workshops, Seminars, Production of documentary films by the
Ministry & States, bringing out Publications thereby highlighting significant studies,
documenting historical facets of tribal communities, achievements of Ministry of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA) & State departments besides other advertisements etc. at regular intervals. With a view
to fill the gap of research studies on tribal issues, MoTA recognizes renowned NGOs, Research
Institutes, Universities where expertise exist and which have already made a mark by carrying
out pioneering research in the field of tribal cultures as Centre of Excellences (CoEs).
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This information was given by The Minister for Development of North East Region Shri. G.
Kishan Reddy in the Lok Sabha in a written reply today.

MG/IA

*****
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Government is implementing Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP)/Schedule Tribe Component
(STC)/Development Action Plan for Development of Scheduled Tribes (DAPSTs) for overall
development of tribal people across the country including North Eastern Region (NER).
Besides Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 40 Central Ministries / Departments have been obligated by
NITI Aayog for earmarking certain percentage of their total Scheme allocation every year as
TSP funds for tribal development. TSP funds are spent by different Central Ministries /
Departments under their schemes for various development projects relating to education,
health, agriculture, irrigation, roads, housing, drinking water, electrification, employment
generation, skill development, etc. for accelerated socio-economic development of Scheduled
Tribes in the country. State Governments are also supposed to earmark TSP funds in
proportion to ST population (Census 2011) in the State with respect to total State Plan. Ministry
of Tribal Affairs provides additive to these initiatives by way of plugging critical gaps. Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region as per its TSP mandate of 27.18% expenditure of its
scheme, has been spending more than that by implementing a number of projects in the
physical infrastructure relating to water supply, power, connectivity, specially the projects
promoting tourism and social sector for creation of infrastructure in the areas of primary and
secondary sectors of education and health, resulting upliftment of the tribal population in the
NER.
The details of the schemes presently being implemented by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the
country including North Eastern Region are given in Annexure. Ministry of Tribal Affairs
envisages to revamp the existing schemes for development of tribals for next five years i.e.
2021-22 to 2025-26.

Annexure
Details of various schemes implemented by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
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Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution: Under the programme of Proviso to Article
275(1) of Constitution, Grants are released to 26 States, having ST population for raising the
level of Administration in Scheduled Areas and for the welfare of tribal people. This is a Special
Area Programme and 100% grants are provided to States. Funds are released to the States
Governments depending on the felt needs of ST population to bridge the gap in infrastructure
activities in the fields of education, health, skill development, livelihood, drinking water,
sanitation, etc.
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Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS): The scheme of Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRSs) was introduced in the year 1997-98 to impart quality education exclusively to
ST children with an objective to provide quality middle and high-level education to Scheduled
Tribe (ST) students in remote areas in order to enable them to avail of reservation in high and
professional educational courses and get jobs in government and public and private sectors.
Realizing the importance of the EMRS, in the Union Budget of 2018-19, Government
announced that “The Government is committed to provide the best quality education to the
tribal children in their own environment. To realize this mission, it has been decided that by the
year 2022, every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 20,000 tribal persons,
will have an Eklavya Model Residential School. Eklavya schools will be on par with Navodaya
Vidyalayas and will have special facilities for preserving local art and culture besides providing
training in sports and skill development."

IA

It was a component of Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution. During 2018-19, a
separate scheme was introduced. In terms of the aforesaid Budget announcement, Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), in its meeting held on 17.12.18, inter-alia approved
the revamping of the EMRS Scheme.
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Grant-in Aid to Voluntary Organizations working for the welfare of Scheduled Tribes:
Under the scheme of Grant-in-Aid to Voluntary Organizations working for the welfare of
Scheduled Tribes, the Ministry funds projects in the fields of Education and Health, covering
residential schools, non-residential schools, hostels, mobile dispensaries, ten or more bedded
hospitals, etc.

cr

Strengthening Education among ST Girls in Low Literacy Districts: Scheme is exclusively for
ST girls in 54 districts identified in the country, where the ST population is 25% or more and ST
female literacy rate is below 35% or its fractions, as per 2001 Census. The scheme is being
implemented through Voluntary Organisations/Non-Governmental Organisations and aims
at enhancing the literacy rate of tribal girls, bridging the gap in literacy levels between
the general female population and tribal women and reducing drop-outs at the elementary
level by creating the required ambiance for education.
Pre-Matric Scholarships to ST students: The scheme is applicable to students who are studying
in Classes IX –X. Parental income from all sources should not be more than Rs.2.50 lakhs per
annum. Scholarship of Rs.225/-per month for day scholars and Rs.525/-per month for
hostellers is given for a period of 10 months in a year. Scholarship is disbursed through the
State Government/UT Administration. Funding ratio is 75:25 between Centre and States for all
States except North East and Hills States like Himachal Pradesh, Uttrakhand and Jammu and
Kashmir where it is 90:10. For UT's without legislature sharing pattern is 100% Central Share.

Post Matric Scholarship to ST students: The objective of the scheme is to provide financial
assistance to the Scheduled Tribe students studying at Post-matriculation or Post-secondary
levels to enable them to complete their education. Parental income from all sources should not
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be more than Rs.2.50 lakhs per annum. The tuition fee as fixed by the state fee regulatory
committee is reimbursed and Scholarship amount of Rs.230 to Rs.1200 per month, depending
upon the course of study is paid. The Scheme is implemented by the State Governments and
Union Territory Administrations. Funding ratio is 75:25 between Centre and States for all States
except NE and Hilly States/UTs of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Jammu and Kashmir
where it is 90:10. For UT's without legislature sharing pattern is 100% Central Share.
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National Overseas Scholarships for ST Candidates for Studying Abroad: The Scheme provides
for financial assistance to selected students to pursue Post Graduation, PhD & PostDoctoral study abroad. A total of 20 awards are given every year. Of these, 17 awards are
for STs and 3 awards for students belonging to Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs). Parental/family income from all sources should not exceed Rs.6.00 lakhs per annum.

S.
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National Fellowship &Scholarship for Higher Education of ST students:

National Scholarship–(Top class) Scheme [Graduate level]: The objective of the scheme is to
encourage meritorious ST students for pursuing studies at degree and post degree level in
designated top 246 Institutions, whose parental income is not more than Rs.6.00 lakh per
annum. Scholarship amount includes tuition fees, living expenses and allowances for books
and computer.
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National Fellowship for ST students: The objective of the scheme is to provide fellowships in
the form of financial assistance to students belonging to the Scheduled Tribes for pursuing
higher studies such as M.Phil and Ph.D. Fellowship is granted as per UGC norms. (Presently,
@ Rs.25,000/-for JRF and @Rs.28,000/-for SRF).
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Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS): Under scheme of Special
Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS) 100% grants is provided to the State
Governments for activities related to education, health, sanitation, water supply, livelihood, skill
development, Ashram Schools, Boys and Girls Hostels, Vocational Training Centres (VTCs),
minor infrastructure, etc. to bridge the gap between Scheduled Tribe (ST) population and
others as a critical gap filling measure.

cr

Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs): The scheme of Development of
PVTGs covers 75 identified PVTGs among Scheduled Tribes in 18 States and UT of Andaman
& Nicobar Islands for the activities like education, housing, land distribution, land
development, agricultural development, animal husbandry, construction of link roads,
installation of non-conventional sources of energy for lighting purpose, social security or any
other innovative activity meant for the comprehensive socio-economic development of
PVTGs.
Institutional Support for Development & Marketing of Tribal Products/Produce (Central Sector
Scheme): The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED)
is a Multi State Cooperative Society set up in 1987 under the Multi State Cooperative Societies
Act, 1984 (now the Multi State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002) which functions both as a
service provider and market developer for tribal products. It markets tribal products through the
network of its retail outlets ‘TRIBES INDIA’ in the country. As a capacity builder, it also imparts
training to Scheduled Tribe Artisans and Minor Forest Produce (MFP) gatherers.
Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support Price
(MSP) & Development of Value Chain for MFP: A Scheme “Mechanism for Marketing of Minor
Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support Price (MSP) and Development of Value
Chain for MFP” was introduced by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the year 2013-14, to provide
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much needed safety net and support to people belonging to Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers whose very livelihood depends on collection and selling of MFP.
Support to National/State Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporations
(NSTFDC/STFDCS): National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation
(NSTFDC) is an apex organisation set up on 10.04.2001, exclusively for economic
development of Scheduled Tribes. The Corporation continues to function as a catalytic agent
for promoting economic development activities of STs by providing financial assistance at
concessional rates of interest.
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Support to Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) : Ministry extends support to the State
Governments through the Scheme ‘Support to Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs)’ to set up new
TRIs where it didn’t exist and to strengthen functioning of existing TRIs to carry out its core
responsibility towards Research & Documentations, Training and capacity building, promotion
of rich tribal heritage etc.

IA

Tribal Festivals, Research Information and Mass Education : Through the scheme ‘Tribal
Festival, Research Information and Mass Education’, promotion of rich tribal cultural heritage,
dissemination of information and creation of awareness are given attention to which includes
organization of Tribal Craft & Food Festivals, Sports, Music, Dance & Photo Competitions,
Science, Art & Craft Expos, Workshops, Seminars, Production of documentary films by the
Ministry & States, bringing out Publications thereby highlighting significant studies,
documenting historical facets of tribal communities, achievements of Ministry of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA) & State departments besides other advertisements etc. at regular intervals. With a view
to fill the gap of research studies on tribal issues, MoTA recognizes renowned NGOs, Research
Institutes, Universities where expertise exist and which have already made a mark by carrying
out pioneering research in the field of tribal cultures as Centre of Excellences (CoEs).
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This information was given by The Minister for Development of North East Region Shri. G.
Kishan Reddy in the Lok Sabha in a written reply today.
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Date : 2021-08-12

OPERATION GREENS SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

m

Ministry of Food Processing Industries launched Operation Greens scheme in November, 2018
for integrated development of Tomato, Onion and Potato (TOP) value chain with the objectives
to enhance value realization of TOP farmers; reduction in post-harvest losses; price stabilization
for producer and consumers and increase in food processing capacities and value addition etc.
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The scheme provides for short term intervention by way of providing transportation and storage
subsidy @ 50% and long term intervention through value addition projects in identified
production clusters with Grant-in-aid @ 35% to 70% of eligible project cost subject to maximum
of Rs. 50 crore per project.

IA

Under the scheme, state-wise funds are not allocated as the scheme is demand driven and
projects are approved as per scheme guidelines on the basis of applications received for setting
up of projects in eligible production clusters. The details of the funds allocated and released
under the scheme since inception is given in the table below.

Year
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AE

2018-19
0.00
200.00
5.50
2019-20
200.00
32.48
2.84
2020-21
127.50

(Rs. in Crore)

Page 122
38.22
38.21
2021-22
73.40

15.84 [till 05.08.2021]
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The scheme aims to promote Farmer Producers Organizations (FPOs #), agri-logistics,
processing facilities and value addition etc. in identified production clusters and accordingly 6
projects worth project cost of 363.30 Crore, with grant-in-aid of 136.82 Cr, targeting 31 FPOs in
6 production clusters are approved so far one each for tomato, onion and potato in Gujarat (3),
two for onion in Maharashtra (2) and one for tomato in Andhra Pradesh.
As per budget Announcement 2021-22, expanded operation greens scheme covers 22
perishables including shrimp.

IA

The crop-wise/state-wise specific funds are not earmarked under the scheme as the scheme is
demand driven and projects are sanctioned in the identified production clusters on the basis of
the applications received from investors against Expression of Interest (EOI) issued from time to
time.
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This information was given by Minister of State, M/o Food Processing Industries, Shri Prahlad
Singh Patel in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

*****

SNC / TM / RR

cr

Ministry of Food Processing Industries launched Operation Greens scheme in November, 2018
for integrated development of Tomato, Onion and Potato (TOP) value chain with the objectives
to enhance value realization of TOP farmers; reduction in post-harvest losses; price stabilization
for producer and consumers and increase in food processing capacities and value addition etc.
The scheme provides for short term intervention by way of providing transportation and storage
subsidy @ 50% and long term intervention through value addition projects in identified
production clusters with Grant-in-aid @ 35% to 70% of eligible project cost subject to maximum
of Rs. 50 crore per project.
Under the scheme, state-wise funds are not allocated as the scheme is demand driven and
projects are approved as per scheme guidelines on the basis of applications received for setting
up of projects in eligible production clusters. The details of the funds allocated and released
under the scheme since inception is given in the table below.
(Rs. in Crore)
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200.00
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5.50

2019-20
200.00
32.48
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2.84

2020-21
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127.50
38.22
38.21

2021-22
73.40
15.84 [till 05.08.2021]

The scheme aims to promote Farmer Producers Organizations (FPOs #), agri-logistics,
processing facilities and value addition etc. in identified production clusters and accordingly 6
projects worth project cost of 363.30 Crore, with grant-in-aid of 136.82 Cr, targeting 31 FPOs in
6 production clusters are approved so far one each for tomato, onion and potato in Gujarat (3),
two for onion in Maharashtra (2) and one for tomato in Andhra Pradesh.
As per budget Announcement 2021-22, expanded operation greens scheme covers 22
perishables including shrimp.
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The crop-wise/state-wise specific funds are not earmarked under the scheme as the scheme is
demand driven and projects are sanctioned in the identified production clusters on the basis of
the applications received from investors against Expression of Interest (EOI) issued from time to
time.

*****
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This information was given by Minister of State, M/o Food Processing Industries, Shri Prahlad
Singh Patel in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.
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Date : 2021-08-13

INDIA'S CLEANEST CITY IS NOW THE COUNTRY'S
FIRST 'WATER PLUS' CITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

m

Indore city received the certification of country's first 'water plus' city from the centre on
Wednesday

S.
co

Indore, the country's cleanest city, has now been declared as the first 'water plus' city of India
under the Swachh Survekshan 2021, Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said on Wednesday. “Heartiest congratulations to the citizens of Indore as it becomes the first
SBM (Swachh Bharat Mission) Water certified city under #SwachhSurvekshan2021. Indore has
been an example for the whole nation for its determination and dedication towards cleanliness.
May it continue to bring glory to the state," Chouhan said in a tweet.
Heartiest congratulations to the citizens of Indore as it becomes the first SBM Water+ certified
city under #SwachhSurvekshan2021. Indore has been an example for the whole nation for its
determination and dedication towards cleanliness. May it continue bring glory to the state!
Indore City received the certification from the centre on Wednesday.

IA

Swachh Survekshan is an annual survey of cleanliness, hygiene and sanitation in cities and
towns across India launched as part of the Swachh Bharat Mission.
Madhya Pradesh | Indore has been declared as India's first 'water plus' city.
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"Indore carried out survey & halted 7,000 outfalls of greywater that went in rivers, drains. We
completed all criteria to gain this achievement," said Indore Municipal Commissioner Pratibha
Pal y'day pic.twitter.com/G2rNjyIa17
It is given for maintaining cleanliness in rivers and drains.

cr

"According to the criteria, dirty water should not go into any river or drain. Also, 30 per cent of
the city's sewer water has to be recycled and reused. Public toilets must be connected to sewer
lines and must be cleaned," said Indore Municipal Corporation Commissioner Pratibha Pal.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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KERALA ROLLS OUT 'BIO-BUBBLE' MODEL TO REVIVE
TOURISM. CHECK DETAILS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

All tourism centres in Kerala re-opened on Monday and will be accessible to tourists who have
administered at least the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine
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What is a bio-bubble model?

m

Thiruvananthapuram: With the opening of tourism centres in Kerala after several months owing
to the Covid-19 pandemic, the state Tourism Department has rolled out a "bio-bubble" model to
protect tourists from the infection

"Bio-bubbles" are sanitized, safe and secure environments and people within them who are
likely to come into contact with tourists are vaccinated. Only COVID-vaccinated staff will handle
tourists from the time they arrive in the state right up to their destination. The model is said to
create protective layers of mostly inoculated service. According to Kerala Tourism Minister PA
Mohammed Riyas, the protective ring of the "bio-bubble" will ensure that tourists landing in any
airport in Kerala are met with only vaccinated ground staff.

IA

"From the airport, they can drive to their chosen destinations in cabs, provided by accredited
tour operators, whose drivers are all vaccinated. The same goes for the hotels, resorts or
homestays they stay during their holiday, where the staff are vaccinated," Kerala Tourism
Minister PA Mohammed Riyas, ANI reported.
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All tourism centres in Kerala re-opened on Monday and will be accessible to tourists who have
administered at least the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine, or possessing a negative RTPCR test
certificate taken before 72 hours. This applies to hotels, resorts, homestays, houseboats and
open spaces of tourist interest.
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Meanwhile, Kerala on Wednesday reported 23,500 fresh COVID cases pushing the total
infection caseload to 36,10,193, with the number of people succumbing to the virus rising to
18,120 with 116 more deaths.

Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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VEHICLE-SCRAPPAGE POLICY WILL PROMOTE
CIRCULAR ECONOMY: PM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

m

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday unveiled the National Automobile Scrappage Policy and
said the initiative will promote a circular economy and make the process of economic
development more sustainable and environment friendly.
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The policy, aimed at recycling old and unfit vehicles, will give a new identity to India’s mobility
and auto sector, Mr. Modi said in his address while virtually unveiling the initiative during an
‘Investors Summit’ organised in Gandhinagar.
The summit, which saw the participation of potential investors and industry players, was
organised to attract investment for setting up vehicle-scrapping infrastructure under the
Voluntary Vehicle Fleet Modernisation Programme, as per an official release. “This policy will
play a major role in removing unfit vehicles from our roads in a scientific manner. It will
modernise the vehicular population on our city roads,” he added.
Under this policy, people who give their old vehicles for turning them into scrap, will be given a
certificate by the government, he said.
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People having this certificate will not be charged any registration fee on the purchase of a new
vehicle, said Mr. Modi, adding that such vehicle owners will also be entitled for some rebate on
road tax.
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The policy would attract an investment of Rs. 10,000 crore and create thousands of employment
opportunities, he said.
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PM MODI LAUNCHES NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE
SCRAPPAGE POLICY: SIX THINGS TO KNOW
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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Vehicle Scrappage Policy will play a big role in the modernization of the vehicular population in
the country, removing unfit vehicles from the roads in a scientific manner, said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi while addressing the Investor Summit in Gujarat via video conference.
Here is all you need to know about National Automobile Scrappage Policy:
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This policy will follow the principle Reuse, Recycle and Recovery will also promote the country's
self-reliance in the auto sector and in the metal sector.
The policy will bring in a fresh investment of more than 10 thousand crores and will create
thousands of jobs," according to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
A certificate will be given on scrapping the old vehicle. Whoever has this certificate will not have
to pay any money for registration on the purchase of a new vehicle.
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Vehicles will be scientifically tested through authorized, automated testing centres. Unfit vehicles
will be scrapped scientifically.
The maintenance cost, repair cost, fuel efficiency of the old vehicle will also be saved in this.
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The policy will play a key role in 'Waste to Wealth' programme, Modi said, adding it will also help
in reducing pollution in our cities.
A circular economy is one where products are designed for durability, reuse and recyclability.
The policy will give a new identity to India in the mobility and auto sector, Modi said.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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UNION MINISTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EMPOWERMENT DR. VIRENDRA KUMAR FLAGS OFF
‘OPERATION BLUE FREEDOM’ TO CREATE A WORLD
RECORD AT SIACHEN GLACIER

m

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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On the occasion of 75thIndependence Day, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment
Dr. Virendra Kumar today unfurled the national flag at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New
Delhi in the presence of Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Sushri Pratima
Bhoumik, Ms. Upma Srivastava, Member Secretary, Dr. Ambedkar International Centre and Shri
Vikas Trivedi, Director, Dr. Ambedkar International Centre.

Participating in a series of events organised by Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, a premier
autonomous research body mandated to research and provide policy feed to empower
marginalised communities and to bring in Socio Economic transformation in the society, Dr.
Virendra Kumar flagged off a pioneering expedition ‘Operation Blue Freedom’. A team of
people with disabilities from across the country undertook an expedition till Siachen Glacier to
create a new World Record for the largest team of people with disabilities to reach the world’s
highest battlefield.
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Dr. Ambedkar International Centre has supported this world record expedition of people with
disabilities to Siachen Glacier as part of its commitment towards the cause and betterment of
Divyanjans of our country.
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The team of people with disabilities, trained by ‘Team CLAW’, a team of Armed Forces
veterans, undertook this expedition till Kumar Post (Siachen Glacier) to create a new World
Record for the largest team of people with disabilities to reach the world’s highest battlefield.
Recently, the Government of India had permitted a team of selected people with disabilities to
scale Siachen Glacier.
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This pioneering expedition has brought India on the global stage as a leader in empowering
Divyangjan and set a benchmark for other nations to emulate. This expedition is in the line of
Prime Minister Shri Narender Modi’s vision for Divyangjan and Ministry of Social Justice
Empowerment’s pursuit to harness the immense productive potential of people with disabilities.
Simultaneously, it has also portrayed the skill and heart of India’s Armed Forces not only on the
Battlefield but off it as well.
MG/IA
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On the occasion of 75thIndependence Day, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment
Dr. Virendra Kumar today unfurled the national flag at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New
Delhi in the presence of Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Sushri Pratima
Bhoumik, Ms. Upma Srivastava, Member Secretary, Dr. Ambedkar International Centre and Shri
Vikas Trivedi, Director, Dr. Ambedkar International Centre.
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Participating in a series of events organised by Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, a premier
autonomous research body mandated to research and provide policy feed to empower
marginalised communities and to bring in Socio Economic transformation in the society, Dr.
Virendra Kumar flagged off a pioneering expedition ‘Operation Blue Freedom’. A team of
people with disabilities from across the country undertook an expedition till Siachen Glacier to
create a new World Record for the largest team of people with disabilities to reach the world’s
highest battlefield.
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Dr. Ambedkar International Centre has supported this world record expedition of people with
disabilities to Siachen Glacier as part of its commitment towards the cause and betterment of
Divyanjans of our country.
The team of people with disabilities, trained by ‘Team CLAW’, a team of Armed Forces
veterans, undertook this expedition till Kumar Post (Siachen Glacier) to create a new World
Record for the largest team of people with disabilities to reach the world’s highest battlefield.
Recently, the Government of India had permitted a team of selected people with disabilities to
scale Siachen Glacier.
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This pioneering expedition has brought India on the global stage as a leader in empowering
Divyangjan and set a benchmark for other nations to emulate. This expedition is in the line of
Prime Minister Shri Narender Modi’s vision for Divyangjan and Ministry of Social Justice
Empowerment’s pursuit to harness the immense productive potential of people with disabilities.
Simultaneously, it has also portrayed the skill and heart of India’s Armed Forces not only on the
Battlefield but off it as well.
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END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 135
Source : www.livemint.com

Date : 2021-08-16

INDEPENDENCE DAY: ‘RICE PROVIDED UNDER GOVT
SCHEMES TO BE FORTIFIED BY 2024'
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

Government will fortify rice distributed to the poor under different schemes such as mid-day
meal to address the problem of malnutrition, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced on
Sunday. He was addressing the nation on 75th Independence Day.
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“Malnutrition and the lack of micronutrients are affecting the growth of poor children. To address
this, by 2024 rice distributed under all government schemes will be fortified rice, whether through
ration shops or mid-day meal scheme," said Modi.
“It is the government's priority to take ‘poshan’ to every person, every poor person; government
has decided to provide fortified rice to the poor," said Modi.
Currently, out of the 15 states identified for the 'central scheme on fortified rice and its
distribution via public distribution system (PDS)', five are implementing it in one district each on
a pilot basis.
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Chhattisgarh have started distributing
fortified rice—mixed with nutrients—in their respective identified district.

IA

Modi also spoke about his government strengthening healthcare infrastructure and making
medicines affordable for all.
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“Under the Jan AushadhiYojana, the poor and the needy are now getting affordable medicines.
Over 75,000 health and wellness centres have been built and we are working on a network of
hospitals at the block level," said Modi in his speech from the Red Fort.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY: PM MODI ANNOUNCES
NATIONAL HYDROGEN MISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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NEW DELHI : In a push for India’s energy security, Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his
Independence Day speech on Sunday announced a National Hydrogen Mission for the country.
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This comes against the backdrop of India spending 12 trillion annually to meet the energy
needs. Green hydrogen is produced by splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen using an
electrolyzer powered by electricity from renewable energy sources such as wind and solar can
be a game changer for India, which imports 85% of its oil and 53% of gas demand.
Stressing on the need for energy independence, PM Modi while announcing the mission said
that the plan involves India becoming a global hub for green hydrogen production and exports.
Mint earlier reported about National Hydrogen Mission to bat for green hydrogen exports and
geographical production zones. Given India’s major dependence on energy imports, the
playbook involves leveraging the country’s large land mass and low solar and wind tariffs to
produce low-cost green hydrogen and ammonia for exports, thereby bolstering India’s
geopolitical heft.
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PM Modi said that for India to progress and become self reliant, it is important to become energy
independent. It is for this reason that the country will need to take this oath that we will need to
make India energy independent before 100 years of independence, he added.
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India is considering a proposal to make it mandatory for fertilizer plants and oil refineries to
purchase green hydrogen as part of plans to cut the nation’s dependence on fossil fuels. A draft
cabinet note for the same has been moved.
Modi said that green hydrogen is the biggest goal and will help provide a quantum jump to India.
India’s strategy will be to leverage scale for its ambitious green hydrogen plan in the likes of its
renewable energy programme, leading the country to run the world’s largest clean energy
programme.
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The government plans to implement the Green Hydrogen Consumption Obligation (GHCO) in
fertilizer production and petroleum refining, similar to what was done with renewable purchase
obligations (RPO). RPOs require electricity distribution companies to buy a fixed amount of
renewable energy to cut reliance on fossil fuels. India’s total hydrogen demand is expected to
touch 11.7 million tonnes (mt) by 2029-30 from the current 6.7 mt.
This comes at a time when India’s domestic oil and gas production has been faltering. The
domestic crude and oil and gas production fell by 5.22% and 8.06% respectively during April
2020 to March 2021, compared with the corresponding period in the previous financial year.
With the current cost of green hydrogen produced by electrolysis estimated at around 350 per
kg, the plan is to more than halve it to 160 per kg by 2029-30. The government also aims to
extend the production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for manufacturing electrolyzers to produce
green hydrogen.
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“Mass deployment of renewable energy in India helped us to produce electricity cheaper than
any other sources of energy, similar deployment of green hydrogen at the lowest cost will help
us in cost leadership position not only to meet our green hydrogen and ammonia demand
internally, we can also become a major exporter of Green Hydrogen and Green ammonia to
worldwide. This initiative on green hydrogen can help us to build an ecosystem of a 2-3 trillion
dollar industry in the next 20-25 years," said Manoj K. Upadhyay, founder and chairman, ACME
Group in a statement.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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COURTS IN THE COUNTRY CONTINUE TO DIFFER IN
VIEWS ON MARITAL RAPE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Four years after the Supreme Court referred to Justice J.S. Verma Committee’s
recommendation to make marital rape a crime, besides quoting from decisions of courts across
the world that “a rapist remains a rapist and marriage with the victim does not convert him into a
non-rapist”, Indian courts continue to take views on marital rape that are the polar opposite of
each other.
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The recent response from courts to complaints of marital rape has been contradictory. When the
Kerala High Court backed marital rape as a valid ground for divorce, a court in Maharashtra
gave anticipatory bail to a man while concluding that forcible sex with his wife was not an “illegal
thing” though she said it left her paralysed.
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In 2017, the top court, in Independent Thought versus Union of India , refused to delve into the
question of marital rape while examining an exception to Section 375 (rape) of the Indian Penal
Code which allows a man to force sex on his wife if she is above 15 years of age. However, in
its judgment that declared “sexual intercourse with a girl below 18 years of age is rape
regardless of whether she is married or not”, the Supreme Court highlighted that legislative
immunity given to marital rape stemmed from the “outdated notion that a wife is no more than a
subservient chattel of her husband”.
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Similarly, the Gujarat High Court has held that “a law that does not give married and unmarried
women equal protection creates conditions that lead to the marital rape”. “It allows the men and
women to believe that wife rape is acceptable. Making wife rape illegal or an offence will remove
the destructive attitudes that promote the marital rape,” the court had suggested.
Legislative amnesty to marital rape continues to survive in the statute book despite a gamut of
decisions by the Supreme Court upholding the bodily integrity and privacy of women.
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The right to bodily integrity was recognised in the context of privacy in State of Maharashtra v.
Madhukar Narayan Mardikar . Here, the top court observed that no one has a right to violate the
person of anyone else, including of an “unchaste woman”.
In Suchita Srivastava v. Chandigarh Administration , the top court backed a “woman’s right to
refuse participation in sexual activity or alternatively the insistence on use of contraceptive
methods”. The court has held that “rape is not only a crime against the person of a woman, it is
a crime against the entire society”. In State of Punjab v. Gurmit Singh , the court voiced the
extent of trauma suffered by a rape survivor, saying “a murderer destroys the physical body of
his victim, a rapist degrades the very soul of the helpless female”.
The report submitted by the Justice J.S. Verma Committee of Amendments to Criminal Law of
January 2013 had recommended the removal of the marital rape immunity. “A marital or other
relationship between the perpetrator or victim is not a valid defence against the crimes of rape or
sexual violation. The relationship between the accused and the complainant is not relevant to
the inquiry into whether the complainant consented to the sexual activity. The fact that the
accused and victim are married or in another intimate relationship may not be regarded as a
mitigating factor justifying lower sentences for rape,” the committee had advised the government
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unsuccessfully.
The report underscored the fact that marital rape immunity had been withdrawn in most foreign
jurisdictions. In England and Wales, the House of Lords had held in 1991 that “marriage is in
modern times regarded as a partnership of equals, and no longer one in which the wife must be
the subservient chattel of the husband”.
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100 DAYS ‘SUJALAM’ CAMPAIGN BEGINS
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Ministry of Jal Shakti began ‘SUJALAM’, a ‘100 days campaign’ as part of the ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations to create more and more ODF Plus villages by undertaking waste
water management at village level particularly through creation of 1 million Soak-pits and also
other Grey water management activities. The effort of campaign would be directed towards
achieving the ODF plus status for villages across the country in an accelerated manner in a
short time. The Campaign has started from today i.e. 25th August, 2021 and will continue to run
for the next 100 days.
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The campaign will not only build desired infrastructure i.e. soak pit for management of greywater
in villages but will also aid in sustainable management of waterbodies. The disposal of waste
water and clogging of waterbodies in the villages or on the outskirts of the villages remain one of
the major problems. The Campaign would help in management of the wastewater and in turn
would help to revive the waterbodies.
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Furthermore, the campaign would boost the momentum of SBMG phase II activities through
community participation and it will increase awareness about ODF-plus activities. Hence
ensuring long term maintenance and sustainability of built infrastructure.
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The Campaign would use the platform of awareness and behaviour change achieved during the
first phase of the SBMG and provide focus for sustaining the same along with achieving the
visual cleanliness by the way of SLW Management.
The key activities that will be organised in the villages under this campaign include:
*********
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The Ministry of Jal Shakti began ‘SUJALAM’, a ‘100 days campaign’ as part of the ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations to create more and more ODF Plus villages by undertaking waste
water management at village level particularly through creation of 1 million Soak-pits and also
other Grey water management activities. The effort of campaign would be directed towards
achieving the ODF plus status for villages across the country in an accelerated manner in a
short time. The Campaign has started from today i.e. 25th August, 2021 and will continue to run
for the next 100 days.
The campaign will not only build desired infrastructure i.e. soak pit for management of greywater
in villages but will also aid in sustainable management of waterbodies. The disposal of waste
water and clogging of waterbodies in the villages or on the outskirts of the villages remain one of
the major problems. The Campaign would help in management of the wastewater and in turn
would help to revive the waterbodies.
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Furthermore, the campaign would boost the momentum of SBMG phase II activities through
community participation and it will increase awareness about ODF-plus activities. Hence
ensuring long term maintenance and sustainability of built infrastructure.

m

The Campaign would use the platform of awareness and behaviour change achieved during the
first phase of the SBMG and provide focus for sustaining the same along with achieving the
visual cleanliness by the way of SLW Management.
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The key activities that will be organised in the villages under this campaign include:
*********
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THE CLASS DIVIDE THAT THREATENS TO THWART
OUR EDUCATIONAL GOALS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The digitally-enabled must empathize with the rest for us to secure the future of all Indian
children
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Which class do you go to? I asked him. I don’t go to school, he said. Why? Why should I go, I
like to play. Before the pandemic, you were going to school? Yes, class 3; now the school is
shut any way. But today they have opened, so why won’t you go? I will not go. With that, he lost
patience, riding his cycle recklessly fast in the monsoon slush of clean mud just outside the
school compound. I went in.
On that first day of school after a 16-month hiatus, 50% children had been called from a few
batches, with classes held in an open corridor. The state had let panchayats decide whether or
not to open local schools; this one had decided to re-begin. I sat with class 9.
When did you last come to school? I asked. March 2020. What class were you in then? Class 7.
What do you remember from class 7? Squeals of laughter ricocheted across the group, with two
boys at the back actually rolling on the ground. The serious types, right in front, tried to comfort
me: Thoda to yaad hai, sir, we do remember a bit.
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In the past 15 days, I have had 20 similar conversations with children in schools which have
started, if only partially, across several states. The ‘learning loss’ from school closures of the
past 17 months is obvious without even talking to children, but if you do, you cannot but be
astounded by the absence of any systemic effort to recover this lost learning. This learning loss
is the product of two factors: what should have been taught and learnt in the past 17 months and
what children knew in March 2020 but have forgotten because of an extended school break.
This learning loss in all its severity was anticipatable and is apparent now. Even if you observe
children cursorily, you can see it. The phenomenon is much written about and researched, but
the point needs to be made clear. If children don’t go to school for 17 months, they will not learn
what they should have learnt in that period and will also forget much of what they knew earlier.
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Why is it then that most states are preparing to start or are starting schools as though this
learning loss did not happen? Even the few states that are trying to address this matter are
doing so in a grossly inadequate manner. Not recovering this lost learning undermines all future
education of our children. Do we need any fancy reasoning or research to understand that if a
child has not learnt the class 6 syllabus and forgotten much of what she knew in class 5, she
cannot learn the class 7 syllabus; the loss will get compounded with each year beyond. Why
then this travesty with the future of over 200 million children?
The education ministers of two states and administrative leaders of a few more, of the 15 that I
have some feedback from, are acutely conscious of this crisis and are far from apathetic. But, as
of now, even they have not been able to act with the comprehensiveness that is required. I hope
that at least these people will get their act together before schools open. But what is going on?
The inflexibility and poor coordination of our system is stalling the alignment of all elements
needed for the recovery of lost learning as top priority. Such a sudden, all-encompassing crisis
has never confronted our system ever before. Both these are part explanations. As is the poor
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grasp of many leaders of the scale and depth of this emergency, fed by their disconnection from
ground reality along with an unwillingness to listen to those on the real frontline.
But, with Indian education ablaze with a crisis which even the deaf can hear, blind can see, and
the heat of which would awaken the dead, how can the country be this delusional?
The answer is not complicated. Our actions and inactions, and narratives, are undergirded by a
class divide.
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Of India’s 250 million school children, perhaps 20-30 million children have continued with a
semblance of education in these 17 months. Online education is ineffective for children because
of the nature of education and how they learn; nevertheless, middle-class homes (especially
upper) have better access to digital tools, which are augmented by personal tutoring and other
learning resources. Critically, these students also have the support of family members. So, their
loss of learning has been less. Even more importantly, these children go to schools that are well
resourced; parents expect these schools to ensure that a substantial part of the loss is
recovered with the extra efforts that their resources enable once they reopen.

IA

India’s top 10% are not engulfed by this crisis as far as they understand. So, most of them either
don’t notice or are apathetic to the ravaging of the educational future of 210-220 million children.
Many are proactive in countering actions towards the most fundamental requirement for any
solution in this situation—that after schools open, many months or perhaps the entire year must
be spent on recovering lost learning. They raise the bogey of a ‘lost year’. In this cruelly ironic
equation, the lost future of 210-220 million children becomes a non-issue.
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The catastrophic deepening and hardening of every aspect of inequity and injustice in our
country because of the pandemic is for all to see. Not doing everything to recover this lost
learning for 210-220 million children will be an outrageous exacerbation of this tragedy. And we
will all be complicit.
Anurag Behar is CEO of Azim Premji Foundation
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DELTA SUB-LINEAGE AY.12 FOUND IN INDIA
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Solid surveillance:A health worker in New Delhi collects a sample for COVID testing, as States
continue their efforts to track and trace.R.V. Moorthy
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Some cases of the novel coronavirus Delta variant, the most widely prevalent variant of concern
in India, are being “reclassified” to another sub-lineage that has been associated with a large
number of cases in Israel, the India SARS-CoV-2 Genome (INSACOG) Consortium said in a
report on Monday.
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The Delta variant (B.1.617.2) has birthed several sub-lineages called ‘Delta plus’ variants that
bear most of its characteristic mutations but are different in other ways. One of these sublineages, called AY.12, has all the characteristic Delta mutations except one.
The spike in cases in Israel is of concern because it is a country with nearly 60% of its adults
fully vaccinated and reports that the Pfizer vaccine’s effectiveness in that country is significantly
less than what emerged over clinical trials.
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“The reclassification is primarily to assist micro-epidemiology and is not based on acquisition of
significant mutations. Thus, it is not currently known whether AY.12 is clinically different from
Delta,” the INSACOG report noted. “No new mutations of concern are noted in the spike protein
(S). However, its rapid growth in Israel means that it should be examined further.”
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The Delta variant, because of its preponderance in coronavirus cases globally, has several sublineages, making it necessary to reclassify them as not doing so would make naming them
unwieldy, said Anurag Agrawal, Director, CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology. “A
large number of cases in Israel have been linked to AY.12. In India, there are several microlineages and some of them are AY.12. We need to wait and watch to see how significant this
micro-lineage is in driving infections in India. But as of now, it has exactly the same risk
classification, no more and no less, than Delta,” he told The Hindu .
Making an estimate
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A complete reclassification and estimating the prevalence of AY.12 in India is expected to take
some time, according to the INSACOG. “Since the AY.12 definition is inconsistent, final numbers
will take some time. AY.12 analysis will be added to the portal (a public website), along with
other new lineages, once there is greater consensus,” the report noted.
So far, according to INSACOG, about 70,000 coronavirus samples have been sequenced for
their genomic structure, of which 50,000 have been allotted to various lineages. About 60% of
them consist of international variants of concern or interest (VoC or VoI) that are globally tracked
and linked to outbreaks as well as instances of vaccine breakthrough and reinfections. Within
these VoC, the Delta variant comprises 70% of samples. The Delta plus cases, in which AY.12
is included, only number 67, though this is expected to swell after the reclassification.
Though the overall trajectory of daily cases in India is downwards, Kerala has reported nearly
31,000 cases on Wednesday, which accounts for nearly all of India’s caseload.
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HACKATHON TO FIND OUT SOLUTIONS FOR INTEL
BODIES
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D), in coordination with the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE), will launch an online hackathon “Manthan 2021” on
Thursday, for identification of innovative concepts and technology solutions to address the
challenges faced by intelligence agencies.
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BPR&D Director-General V.S.K. Kaumudi and AICTE Chairman Anil D. Sahasrabudhe will
launch the programme, following which the applicants can register themselves for the event
through its official website manthan.mic.gov.in.
Manthan 2021 will be held in two phases.

In the first phase, the participants will submit their concepts against the problem statements
which they want to solve on the portal.
The ideas will be evaluated by a group of experts and only the innovative ideas will be selected
for the second round scheduled from November 28.
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“During this 36-hour online hackathon, scheduled from November 28 to December 1, 2021, the
selected youth from education institutions across the country and registered start-ups will
participate to offer strong, safe and effective technology solutions using their technical expertise
and innovative skills. Total prize money worth Rs. 40 lakh will be given to the winning teams,”
said a government release.
The participants will have to develop digital solutions under six themes for 20 different challenge
statements mentioned in the website, using new technologies like artificial intelligence, deep
learning, augmented reality and machine learning. They must prove to the jury that the solution
is technically feasible and, more importantly, implementable.
Registration is expected to start on August 26.
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INCOME AND QUOTAS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
CREAMY LAYER AND ECONOMIC CRITERION
Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability including
Right to Information and Citizen Charter
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The Supreme Court’s ruling that economic criterion alone cannot be used to classify a member
of a Backward Class as belonging to the ‘creamy layer’ adds an interesting nuance to the
jurisprudence of affirmative action. There was a time when backwardness was primarily related
to the inadequate social and educational advancement of a group. Ever since the Court, in Indra
Sawhney (1992), introduced the concept of ‘creamy layer’ — a term describing the well-off
among the Backward Classes — and declared that this section should be denied reservation
benefits, the original idea of including groups based on social backwardness was matched by a
parallel exercise to exclude the more advanced among them. This position has crystallised into
law. Many support the formulation that once caste is accepted as a basis for determining
backwardness, there is nothing wrong in excluding the affluent among the eligible castes. The
Union government has unreservedly accepted the ‘creamy layer’ rule, and formulated criteria for
identifying those who fall under the category. The proponents of economic criteria feel that
genuine social justice means reservation benefits should be restricted to the poorer among the
backward; while sections championing Backward Class assertion disfavour any dilution of the
social basis for reservation.
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The Court’s latest judgment in a Haryana case corrects a grave error by the State. It has struck
down a notification fixing an annual income of 6 lakh as the sole criterion to identify whether a
family belongs to the creamy layer. It was contrary to Indra Sawhney that had spoken of different
criteria, including being the children of high-ranking constitutional functionaries, employees of a
certain rank in the Union and State governments, those affluent enough to employ others, or
with significant property and agricultural holdings and, of course, an identified annual income.
The Court has found that the Haryana criterion based on income alone was contrary to its own
law that specifies that the creamy layer would be identified through social, economic and other
factors. The Constitution permitted special provisions in favour of ‘socially and educationally
backward classes’ through the first Amendment, as well as reservation in government
employment for ‘backward classes’. Judicial discourse introduced a 50% ceiling and the creamy
layer concept as constitutional limitations on reservation benefits. However, the 103rd
Constitution Amendment, by which 10% reservation for the ‘economically weaker sections’
(EWS) has been introduced, has significantly altered the affirmative action programme. With the
current income ceiling being 8 lakh per annum for availing of both OBC and EWS quotas, there
is a strange and questionable balance between the OBC and EWS segments in terms of
eligibility, even though the size of the respective quotas vary.
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UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER LAUNCHES
NATIONAL FOOD AND NUTRITION CAMPAIGN FOR
FARMERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar said that
India has made great achievements in the field of food grains. "Our country is number one or
two in the world in agriculture and allied products. Our farmers and scientists have so much
power that if we compete in the world, we can be number one in almost all commodities. Today,
so much production and increasing productivity is a matter of pride and happiness for all of us,
but in the 75th year of independence, we are standing at such a stage, where we have to
introspect as well as consider the challenges and their solutions", Shri Tomar said this while
launching the National Food and Nutrition Campaign for the farmers. It is organized by the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).

Shri Tomar said that ICAR has been working successfully on which crops should be cultivated
and which seeds should be invented for rainfed and other areas. Efforts are also being made to
make agriculture and farmers connected with new technology. "We have expertise in production
but it is also important to manage this abundance. It is the responsibility of the farmers along
with the government to ensure that our products should be of better quality, meet global
standards, farmers should be attracted towards costly crops, educated youth should be attracted
towards agriculture while being environment-friendly. Along with Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs),
Agricultural Universities and State Governments, it is the effort of the Government of India that
farmers should learn new things, new seeds and techniques should reach them, but there is a
limit to this, so it will be the win-win situation if farmers join the government's agricultural
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extension programs. Farmers associated with KVK should motivate other farmers for improved
farming and ensure participation of all farmers in various schemes including FPO, Agri Infra
Fund, increasing the area of organic farming under traditional farming. We all should try to make
the whole village prosperous. With this, the development block, district, state and ultimately the
country will prosper and India will be able to become self-reliant." said the Agriculture Minister.
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The Union Minister said that Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been working continuously
since the year 2014 based on a comprehensive approach. Before Modi Government, the budget
of agriculture of the Government of India was about 21 thousand crore rupees, which has now
been increased to more than Rs 1.23 lakh crore. For the development of Gram Panchayats, the
amount of the Finance Commission's grant has been increased almost five times by the PM.
"Agriculture is our priority, agriculture has proved its relevance time and again even in adverse
conditions. Despite the COVID crisis, neither any agricultural institution was closed, nor
production was affected, but even in difficult conditions, there was more sowing and bumper
production achieved in the country." He added.
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Shri Tomar said that it has been decided by the Prime Minister to celebrate the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav for 75 weeks. "We did not get the freedom of our country easily, our ancestors
sacrificed their lives for this freedom. Along with celebrating the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the
Prime Minister wants to further strengthen the spirit of the country in the younger generation. At
the same time, he has stressed the need to take advantage of this festival for the progress of the
country in every region and sector." the Minister added.

Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Kailash Choudhary said that
the Government has resolved to solve the problem of malnutrition under the leadership of the
Prime Minister and has also launched several schemes and programs in this direction. Shri
Choudhary said that the year 2023 will be celebrated as the International Year of Millets under
the leadership of India, which is a matter of pride for India. Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Director
General, ICAR informed that during the festival the achievements of the agriculture sector will be
shared among maximum farmers as well as they will be benefitted.
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ICAR Secretary Shri Sanjay Garg, all Deputy Director General-Assistant Director-General and
other officers-scientists, Vice Chancellors of Agricultural Universities, officers of other
agricultural institutions and thousands of farmers present in all KVKs across the country were
virtually connected to the program. On this occasion, Union Minister Shri Tomar released a
booklet based on the compilation of programs and activities of the festival.
*****
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The Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar said that
India has made great achievements in the field of food grains. "Our country is number one or
two in the world in agriculture and allied products. Our farmers and scientists have so much
power that if we compete in the world, we can be number one in almost all commodities. Today,
so much production and increasing productivity is a matter of pride and happiness for all of us,
but in the 75th year of independence, we are standing at such a stage, where we have to
introspect as well as consider the challenges and their solutions", Shri Tomar said this while
launching the National Food and Nutrition Campaign for the farmers. It is organized by the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).

Shri Tomar said that ICAR has been working successfully on which crops should be cultivated
and which seeds should be invented for rainfed and other areas. Efforts are also being made to
make agriculture and farmers connected with new technology. "We have expertise in production
but it is also important to manage this abundance. It is the responsibility of the farmers along
with the government to ensure that our products should be of better quality, meet global
standards, farmers should be attracted towards costly crops, educated youth should be attracted
towards agriculture while being environment-friendly. Along with Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs),
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Agricultural Universities and State Governments, it is the effort of the Government of India that
farmers should learn new things, new seeds and techniques should reach them, but there is a
limit to this, so it will be the win-win situation if farmers join the government's agricultural
extension programs. Farmers associated with KVK should motivate other farmers for improved
farming and ensure participation of all farmers in various schemes including FPO, Agri Infra
Fund, increasing the area of organic farming under traditional farming. We all should try to make
the whole village prosperous. With this, the development block, district, state and ultimately the
country will prosper and India will be able to become self-reliant." said the Agriculture Minister.
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The Union Minister said that Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been working continuously
since the year 2014 based on a comprehensive approach. Before Modi Government, the budget
of agriculture of the Government of India was about 21 thousand crore rupees, which has now
been increased to more than Rs 1.23 lakh crore. For the development of Gram Panchayats, the
amount of the Finance Commission's grant has been increased almost five times by the PM.
"Agriculture is our priority, agriculture has proved its relevance time and again even in adverse
conditions. Despite the COVID crisis, neither any agricultural institution was closed, nor
production was affected, but even in difficult conditions, there was more sowing and bumper
production achieved in the country." He added.

Shri Tomar said that it has been decided by the Prime Minister to celebrate the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav for 75 weeks. "We did not get the freedom of our country easily, our ancestors
sacrificed their lives for this freedom. Along with celebrating the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the
Prime Minister wants to further strengthen the spirit of the country in the younger generation. At
the same time, he has stressed the need to take advantage of this festival for the progress of the
country in every region and sector." the Minister added.

Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Kailash Choudhary said that
the Government has resolved to solve the problem of malnutrition under the leadership of the
Prime Minister and has also launched several schemes and programs in this direction. Shri
Choudhary said that the year 2023 will be celebrated as the International Year of Millets under
the leadership of India, which is a matter of pride for India. Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Director
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General, ICAR informed that during the festival the achievements of the agriculture sector will be
shared among maximum farmers as well as they will be benefitted.
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ICAR Secretary Shri Sanjay Garg, all Deputy Director General-Assistant Director-General and
other officers-scientists, Vice Chancellors of Agricultural Universities, officers of other
agricultural institutions and thousands of farmers present in all KVKs across the country were
virtually connected to the program. On this occasion, Union Minister Shri Tomar released a
booklet based on the compilation of programs and activities of the festival.
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PRADHAN MANTRI JAN-DHAN YOJANA (PMJDY) NATIONAL MISSION FOR FINANCIAL INCLUSION,
COMPLETES SEVEN YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL
IMPLEMENTATION
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Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and
issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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Ministry of Finance is committed to provide financial inclusiveness and support to the
marginalized and hitherto socio-economically neglected classes. Financial Inclusion is a national
priority of the Government as it is an enabler for inclusive growth. It is important as it provides an
avenue to the poor for bringing their savings into the formal financial system, an avenue to remit
money to their families in villages besides taking them out of the clutches of the usurious money
lenders. A key initiative towards this commitment is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna
(PMJDY), which is one of the biggest financial inclusion initiatives in the world.
PMJDY was announced by Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi in his Independence Day
address on 15th August 2014. While launching the programme on 28th August, the Prime
Minister had described the occasion as a festival to celebrate the liberation of the poor from a
vicious cycle.

ac
k

IA

On the 7th Anniversary of PMJDY, Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman reiterated the
importance of this Scheme “The journey of PMJDY led interventions undertaken over a short
span of 7 years has in effect, produced both transformational as well as directional change
thereby making the emerging FI ecosystem capable of delivering financial services to the last
person of the society-the poorest of the poor. The underlying pillars of PMJDY, namely, Banking
the Unbanked, Securing the Unsecured and Funding the Unfunded has made it possible to
adopt multi-stakeholders’ collaborative approach while leveraging technology for serving the
unserved and underserved areas as well.” she said
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Minister of State for Finance, Dr. Bhagwat Karad also expressed his thoughts for PMJDY on this
occasion. He said “Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) has been one of the most far
reaching initiatives towards Financial Inclusion not only in India but in the world. Financial
Inclusion is among top-most priorities of the Government as it is an enabler for inclusive growth.
It provides an avenue to the poor for bringing their savings into the formal financial system, an
avenue to remit money to their families besides taking them out of the clutches of the usurious
money lenders.”
As we complete 7 years of successful implementation of this Scheme, we take a look at the
major aspects and achievements of this Scheme so far.
Background
Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) is National Mission for Financial Inclusion to ensure
access to financial services, namely, Banking/ Savings & Deposit Accounts, Remittance, Credit,
Insurance, Pension in an affordable manner.

The scheme was launched based upon the following 6 pillars:
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PMJDY has been the foundation stone for people-centric economic initiatives. Whether it is
direct benefit transfers, COVID-19 financial assistance, PM-KISAN, increased wages under
MGNREGA, life and health insurance cover, the first step of all these initiatives is to provide
every adult with a bank account, which PMJDY has nearly completed.
One in 2 accounts opened between Mar’14 to Mar’20 was a PMJDY account. Within 10 days
of nationwide lockdown more than about 20 crore women PMJDY accounts were credited
with ex-gratia.

IA

Jandhan provides an avenue to the poor for bringing their savings into the formal financial
system, an avenue to remit money to their families in villages besides taking them out of the
clutches of the usurious money lenders. PMJDY has brought the unbanked into the banking
system, expanded the financial architecture of India and brought financial inclusion to almost
every adult.
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In today's COVID-19 times, we have witnessed the remarkable swiftness and seamlessness
with which Direct Benefit Transfer (DBTs) have empowered and provided financial security to
the vulnerable sections of society. An important aspect is that DBTs via PM Jan Dhan
accounts have ensured every rupee reaches its intended beneficiary and preventing
systemic leakage.

m
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A mobile application, was launched to provide a citizen centric platform for locating banking
touch points such as bank branches, ATMs, Bank Mitras, Post Offices, etc. in the country. Over
8 lakh banking touchpoints have been mapped on the GIS App. The facilities under Jan Dhan
Darshak App could be availed as per the need and convenience of common people. The web
version of this application could be accessed at the link http://findmybank.gov.in.
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This app is also being used for identifying villages which are not served by banking touchpoints
within 5 km. these identified villages are then allocated to various banks by concerned SLBCs
for opening of banking outlets. The efforts have resulted in significant decrease in number of
such villages.
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As per announcement made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister on 26.3.2020, under PM Garib
Kalyan Yojana, an amount of Rs. 500/- per month for three months (April’20 to June’20), was
credited to the accounts of women account holders under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY). A total of Rs. 30,945 crore have been credited in accounts of women PMJDY
account holders during Covid lockdown
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As informed by banks, about 5 crore PMJDY accountholders receive direct benefit transfer
(DBT) from the Government under various schemes.To ensure that the eligible beneficiaries
receive their DBT in time, the Department takes active role in identification of avoidable reasons
for DBT failures in consultation with DBT Mission, NPCI, banks and various other Ministries.
With close monitoring in this regard through regular VCs with banks and NPCI, the share of DBT
failures due to avoidable reasons as a percentage of total DBT failures has decreased from
13.5% (FY 19-20) to 5.7% (FY 20-21).

***
RM/KMN
Ministry of Finance is committed to provide financial inclusiveness and support to the
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marginalized and hitherto socio-economically neglected classes. Financial Inclusion is a national
priority of the Government as it is an enabler for inclusive growth. It is important as it provides an
avenue to the poor for bringing their savings into the formal financial system, an avenue to remit
money to their families in villages besides taking them out of the clutches of the usurious money
lenders. A key initiative towards this commitment is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna
(PMJDY), which is one of the biggest financial inclusion initiatives in the world.
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PMJDY was announced by Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi in his Independence Day
address on 15th August 2014. While launching the programme on 28th August, the Prime
Minister had described the occasion as a festival to celebrate the liberation of the poor from a
vicious cycle.
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On the 7th Anniversary of PMJDY, Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman reiterated the
importance of this Scheme “The journey of PMJDY led interventions undertaken over a short
span of 7 years has in effect, produced both transformational as well as directional change
thereby making the emerging FI ecosystem capable of delivering financial services to the last
person of the society-the poorest of the poor. The underlying pillars of PMJDY, namely, Banking
the Unbanked, Securing the Unsecured and Funding the Unfunded has made it possible to
adopt multi-stakeholders’ collaborative approach while leveraging technology for serving the
unserved and underserved areas as well.” she said
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Minister of State for Finance, Dr. Bhagwat Karad also expressed his thoughts for PMJDY on this
occasion. He said “Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) has been one of the most far
reaching initiatives towards Financial Inclusion not only in India but in the world. Financial
Inclusion is among top-most priorities of the Government as it is an enabler for inclusive growth.
It provides an avenue to the poor for bringing their savings into the formal financial system, an
avenue to remit money to their families besides taking them out of the clutches of the usurious
money lenders.”
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As we complete 7 years of successful implementation of this Scheme, we take a look at the
major aspects and achievements of this Scheme so far.
Background

cr

Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) is National Mission for Financial Inclusion to ensure
access to financial services, namely, Banking/ Savings & Deposit Accounts, Remittance, Credit,
Insurance, Pension in an affordable manner.

The scheme was launched based upon the following 6 pillars:

PMJDY has been the foundation stone for people-centric economic initiatives. Whether it is
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direct benefit transfers, COVID-19 financial assistance, PM-KISAN, increased wages under
MGNREGA, life and health insurance cover, the first step of all these initiatives is to provide
every adult with a bank account, which PMJDY has nearly completed.
One in 2 accounts opened between Mar’14 to Mar’20 was a PMJDY account. Within 10 days
of nationwide lockdown more than about 20 crore women PMJDY accounts were credited
with ex-gratia.
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Jandhan provides an avenue to the poor for bringing their savings into the formal financial
system, an avenue to remit money to their families in villages besides taking them out of the
clutches of the usurious money lenders. PMJDY has brought the unbanked into the banking
system, expanded the financial architecture of India and brought financial inclusion to almost
every adult.
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In today's COVID-19 times, we have witnessed the remarkable swiftness and seamlessness
with which Direct Benefit Transfer (DBTs) have empowered and provided financial security to
the vulnerable sections of society. An important aspect is that DBTs via PM Jan Dhan
accounts have ensured every rupee reaches its intended beneficiary and preventing
systemic leakage.
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A mobile application, was launched to provide a citizen centric platform for locating banking
touch points such as bank branches, ATMs, Bank Mitras, Post Offices, etc. in the country. Over
8 lakh banking touchpoints have been mapped on the GIS App. The facilities under Jan Dhan
Darshak App could be availed as per the need and convenience of common people. The web
version of this application could be accessed at the link http://findmybank.gov.in.
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This app is also being used for identifying villages which are not served by banking touchpoints
within 5 km. these identified villages are then allocated to various banks by concerned SLBCs
for opening of banking outlets. The efforts have resulted in significant decrease in number of
such villages.

As per announcement made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister on 26.3.2020, under PM Garib
Kalyan Yojana, an amount of Rs. 500/- per month for three months (April’20 to June’20), was
credited to the accounts of women account holders under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY). A total of Rs. 30,945 crore have been credited in accounts of women PMJDY
account holders during Covid lockdown
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As informed by banks, about 5 crore PMJDY accountholders receive direct benefit transfer
(DBT) from the Government under various schemes.To ensure that the eligible beneficiaries
receive their DBT in time, the Department takes active role in identification of avoidable reasons
for DBT failures in consultation with DBT Mission, NPCI, banks and various other Ministries.
With close monitoring in this regard through regular VCs with banks and NPCI, the share of DBT
failures due to avoidable reasons as a percentage of total DBT failures has decreased from
13.5% (FY 19-20) to 5.7% (FY 20-21).
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ODISHA CABINET CLEARS ELECTRIC VEHICLE
POLICY
Relevant for: Economy | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various Sectors and
issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The Odisha government has proposed to achieve adoption of 20% battery electric vehicles in all
vehicle registrations by 2025.
The State Cabinet chaired by Chief Minister Naveen Patanik approved Odisha Electricity Vehicle
Policy, 2021, here on Friday.
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“The objective of the policy is to achieve adoption of 20% battery electric vehicles in all vehicle
registrations by 2025 and promote manufacturing of electric vehicles and its components
including battery in the State,” said Suresh Chandra Mohapatra, State Chief Secretary, briefing
the Cabinet meeting.
The policy is likely to promote innovation and facilitate research and development in the areas
relating to electric vehicles and battery.
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‘THEMATIC’ POSHAN MAAH TO BE CELEBRATED
ACROSS THE NATION THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF
SEPTEMBER AS PART OF AZADI KA AMRIT
MAHOTSAV
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Relevant for: Current Affairs | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms,
Laws Institutions and Bodies
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POSHAN Abhiyaan is Government of India’s flagship programme to improve nutritional
outcomes for children, adolescent Girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers.
Launched by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on the occasion of International
Women’s Day on 8 March, 2018 from Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan, the POSHAN (Prime
Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition) Abhiyaan directs the attention of the
country towards the problem of malnutrition and address it in a mission-mode.Focusing
on the aims of POSHAN Abhiyaan, Mission Poshan 2.0 (Saksham Anganwadi and
Poshan 2.0) has been announced in the Budget 2021-2022 as an integrated nutrition
support programme, to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, outreach and outcomes
with focus on developing practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity to disease
and malnutrition.
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POSHAN Abhiyaan is a Jan Andolan or “People’s Movement” byincorporating inclusive
participation of public representatives of local bodies, government departments of the
States/UTs, social organizations and the public and private sector at large. In order to
ensure community mobilization and bolster people’s participation, every year, the month
of September is celebrated as POSHAN Maah across the country.
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This year, as India celebrates the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, to ensure speedy& intensive
outreach, the entire month has been subdivided into weekly themes for focused and
assimilated approach towards improving Holistic Nutrition. The Ministry of Women and
Child Development has planned a series of activities throughout the month in tandem
with the States/UTs.

The following table highlights the thematic approach being followed this year:

Dates (Weekly)
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Theme
Theme 1

Plantation Activity as “PoshanVatika”

8-15 September

Yoga and AYUSH for Nutrition
Theme 3

IA

16-23 September
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Theme 2

m

1-7 September
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Distribution of ‘Regional Nutrition Kit’ to Anganwadi beneficiaries of High
Burdened Districts

Theme 4

24-30 September

cr

Identification of SAM children and distribution of nutritious food

The wide gamut of activities during the POSHAN Maahthis year will broadly focus on
Plantation Drive for POSHAN VATIKA by all the stakeholders in the space available at
Anganwadis, School Premises, Gram Panchayats and other places. Plantation activity
will focus on planting of saplings of nutritious fruit trees, local vegetables and medicinal
plants and herbs. Sensitization/awareness drive for COVID vaccination and Observance
of COVID Protocols will also be held. There will be a special drive for Height and Weight
Measurement for Children (under 6 Years of Age) during the PoshanMaah.Slogan writing
and Recipe competitions will be organized to highlight the locally available nutritious food
for pregnant women. There will be Sessions on “5-minute Yoga Protocol” (Y-break or
yoga break) at various workplaces for the employees of Government and corporate
bodies, Awareness campaign on importance of regional / local food, Distribution of
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Nutrition Kits comprising of regional nutritious food (eg.Sukadi-Gujrat, Panjiri- Punjab,
Sattu- Bihar, Chikki- Maharashtra), Anaemia Camps, Drive for block wise Identification of
SAM Children, Supervised Supplementary Feeding Program for SAM children as an
initiative to tackle prevalence of SAM in children up to the age of 5 years, Sensitisation
for Community Management of Acute Malnutrition and Distribution of nutritious food for
SAM children.
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During the PoshanMaah, activities related to nutrition awareness will be carried out
across all the States/UTs right upto the grass root levels.The implementing departments
/agencies like women and child development department through Anganwadi workers,
health and family welfare department through ASHA, ANM, primary health centres,
community health centres, school education and literacy department through schools,
Panchayati Raj departments through panchayats, and rural development trough self-help
groups will carry out the activities and spread the message of holistic nutrition throughout
the month to ensure a healthier future for women and children.
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Launched with a noble and holistic goal, PoshanAbhiyaan overall intends to increase
nutritional awareness and responsiveness among mothers of young children, adolescent
girls, pregnant and lactating women, family members including husbands, father,
mothers-in-lawand community members, health care providers (ANM, ASHA, Anganwadi
worker) about vital nutrition behaviours. The POSHAN Maah intends to achieve the
holistic goals of PoshanAbhiyaan with swiftness in a harmonized manner.
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POSHAN Abhiyaan is Government of India’s flagship programme to improve nutritional
outcomes for children, adolescent Girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers.
Launched by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on the occasion of International
Women’s Day on 8 March, 2018 from Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan, the POSHAN (Prime
Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition) Abhiyaan directs the attention of the
country towards the problem of malnutrition and address it in a mission-mode.Focusing
on the aims of POSHAN Abhiyaan, Mission Poshan 2.0 (Saksham Anganwadi and
Poshan 2.0) has been announced in the Budget 2021-2022 as an integrated nutrition
support programme, to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, outreach and outcomes
with focus on developing practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity to disease
and malnutrition.

POSHAN Abhiyaan is a Jan Andolan or “People’s Movement” byincorporating inclusive
participation of public representatives of local bodies, government departments of the
States/UTs, social organizations and the public and private sector at large. In order to
ensure community mobilization and bolster people’s participation, every year, the month
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of September is celebrated as POSHAN Maah across the country.
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This year, as India celebrates the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, to ensure speedy& intensive
outreach, the entire month has been subdivided into weekly themes for focused and
assimilated approach towards improving Holistic Nutrition. The Ministry of Women and
Child Development has planned a series of activities throughout the month in tandem
with the States/UTs.
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The following table highlights the thematic approach being followed this year:

Theme
Theme 1
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1-7 September
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Dates (Weekly)

Plantation Activity as “PoshanVatika”
Theme 2
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8-15 September

Yoga and AYUSH for Nutrition
Theme 3
16-23 September
Distribution of ‘Regional Nutrition Kit’ to Anganwadi beneficiaries of High
Burdened Districts
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Theme 4
24-30 September
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Identification of SAM children and distribution of nutritious food
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The wide gamut of activities during the POSHAN Maahthis year will broadly focus on
Plantation Drive for POSHAN VATIKA by all the stakeholders in the space available at
Anganwadis, School Premises, Gram Panchayats and other places. Plantation activity
will focus on planting of saplings of nutritious fruit trees, local vegetables and medicinal
plants and herbs. Sensitization/awareness drive for COVID vaccination and Observance
of COVID Protocols will also be held. There will be a special drive for Height and Weight
Measurement for Children (under 6 Years of Age) during the PoshanMaah.Slogan writing
and Recipe competitions will be organized to highlight the locally available nutritious food
for pregnant women. There will be Sessions on “5-minute Yoga Protocol” (Y-break or
yoga break) at various workplaces for the employees of Government and corporate
bodies, Awareness campaign on importance of regional / local food, Distribution of
Nutrition Kits comprising of regional nutritious food (eg.Sukadi-Gujrat, Panjiri- Punjab,
Sattu- Bihar, Chikki- Maharashtra), Anaemia Camps, Drive for block wise Identification of
SAM Children, Supervised Supplementary Feeding Program for SAM children as an
initiative to tackle prevalence of SAM in children up to the age of 5 years, Sensitisation
for Community Management of Acute Malnutrition and Distribution of nutritious food for
SAM children.

During the PoshanMaah, activities related to nutrition awareness will be carried out
across all the States/UTs right upto the grass root levels.The implementing departments
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/agencies like women and child development department through Anganwadi workers,
health and family welfare department through ASHA, ANM, primary health centres,
community health centres, school education and literacy department through schools,
Panchayati Raj departments through panchayats, and rural development trough self-help
groups will carry out the activities and spread the message of holistic nutrition throughout
the month to ensure a healthier future for women and children.

*****
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Launched with a noble and holistic goal, PoshanAbhiyaan overall intends to increase
nutritional awareness and responsiveness among mothers of young children, adolescent
girls, pregnant and lactating women, family members including husbands, father,
mothers-in-lawand community members, health care providers (ANM, ASHA, Anganwadi
worker) about vital nutrition behaviours. The POSHAN Maah intends to achieve the
holistic goals of PoshanAbhiyaan with swiftness in a harmonized manner.
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