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SEVEN STATES COLD TO CENTRE’S CRIME PORTAL
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

At least seven States and one Union Territory have given the cold shoulder to the Centre’s
online platform meant to share information and coordinate action among law enforcement
agencies on serious criminal incidents, including human trafficking, data show.
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The Crime Multi Agency Centre (Cri-MAC) was launched in 2020 by the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) to share information on crime and criminals 24x7 with various law enforcement agencies
and ensure a seamless flow of information among them. The application run by the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) aims to help in early detection and prevention of crime incidents
across the country.
West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and Sikkim
and Union Territory of Dadra, Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu have not uploaded a single alert
on Cri-MAC since the portal was launched in March 2020.
Delhi, Assam and Haryana uploaded the maximum number of alerts on the portal, which
included information on the release of a hardened criminal from jail or an incident of terror,
murder, dacoity among others.
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As on July 1, the number of alerts uploaded on the portal stood at 35,145 though there are
16,361 police stations in the country.
The MHA held a meeting with State nodal officers on August 17 on steps to curb human
trafficking.
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Inter-State coordination

cr

The Home Ministry said “Cri-MAC facilitates dissemination of information about significant
crimes, including human trafficking across the country on real-time basis and enables inter-State
coordination. This can, inter-alia , help in locating and identifying the trafficked victims as also in
prevention, detection and investigation of crime.” In a presentation to States, the MHA said the
“Government of India recognises that human trafficking is a grave crime” and attaches high
importance to the efforts directed at preventing and countering it.
It said human trafficking was a highly organised crime often involving inter-State gangs.
The MHA cautioned that human trafficking cases are not registered under Sections 370/370A of
the IPC by some authorities and requested to make optimal use of the penal Sections.
It urged States to sensitise and train police personnel to keep a close watch on suspicious
activities and persons.
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RIVAL NAGA EXTREMIST GROUPS REFRESH
RECONCILIATION PACT
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Linkages of organized crime with terrorism

Rival Naga extremist groups have refreshed a 13-year-old reconciliation treaty to “move forward”
together for an honourable solution to the ‘Naga political issue’.
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The issue pertains to the peace deal signed between the Centre and the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim or the NSCN (Isak-Muivah) and the Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs)
comprising seven other organisations, including the factions of the Myanmar-based Khaplang
group.
On September 14, the NSCN (I-M) represented by retired General V.S. Atem and the NNPGs
represented by Alezo Venuh signed a document reaffirming the Covenant of Reconciliation of
June 13, 2009, in the first meeting facilitated by the Forum for Naga Reconciliation after eight
years.
The meeting was held at Chümoukedima near Dimapur, Nagaland’s commercial hub.
The NSCN, formed in 1980, had violently split into the I-M and K factions in 1988.
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“We renew to work together in the spirit of love and desist from all forms of armed violence and
refrain from indulging in violence of words through print and social media among Naga political
groups and the general public. From this time forth, in order to chart a path forward, we remain
committed to peace and respect and to resolve outstanding issues among us,” the September
14 declaration read.
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INSURGENCY DOWN IN NORTHEAST, ARMY SHIFTS
TO LAC
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas
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With insurgency having significantly gone down in the northeast as seen by recent revocation of
Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in several parts of the region, the Army has been
able to pull out most of its troops from counter-insurgency (CI) duties to refocus on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) amid the stand-off with China in Eastern Ladakh in the last two years.
Assam Rifles is now responsible for all CI duties.
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There is only one Army Brigade in the entire Eastern sector now tasked with CI duties with its
mandate spread across four districts of Assam bordering Arunachal. “Insurgency has waned and
the counter to it has also changed. It is a whole-of-the-nation approach now. Now the battle is
for the mind-space,” said Brig. K.S. Gill, commanding the 73 Brigade. Recruitment still happens
but has come down in last two years, he stated.
Elaborating, he said while space for United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) is shrinking,
residual potential still remains and “it’s a threat in being” as threat of use of Improvised Explosive
Devices (IED), kidnapping and extortion loom large.

‘Major achievement’
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However, their operational space is reducing due to constant pressure on themand outreach to
people for development, Brig. Gill said adding they continue to keep pressure byarea
domination, keeping up checks and “intelligence-based ethical operations.”
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Terming the lifting of AFSPA from areas of Manipur, Nagaland and Assam as a “momentous
achievement” made possible by reduction in violence, Lt. Gen. R.P. Kalita, General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Command, noted that the Act is now restricted to only those
areas where remnants of militancy still exist.
“With public support and our constant domination of these areas, I am sanguine that in the
future, more such areas will reach a level of peace,” he said speaking on the sidelines of an
event at Kibithu. The situation is dynamic and is being constantly monitored, he stated.
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The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has also been active and keeping up the pressure. In
addition to dwindling recruitment, there have also been desertions among the cadres and also
differences among the various factions.
In this regard, the footprint of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) has been seen
in Assam of late, officials on the ground said, with inputs suggesting that that NSCN (Ky) is
working with ULFA. NSCN (Ky) is active in Longding, Tirap and Changlng districts of Nagaland
and so offers a conduit for ULFA.
Among the various initiatives by the Army to win hearts and minds of the people, those that have
caught attention are an effort to impart training in football and another to impart training to
students to crack national-level entrance examinations for engineering and medicine.
Football tournament
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For instance, the ‘Capt. Jintu Gogoi, VrC Memorial Football Tournament’ organised in FebruaryMarch this year by the Army in coordination with the Assam Football Association and Tinsukia
District Sports Authority was a huge draw. It brought together 64 teams from several districts of
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, according to Lt. Col. Kumar Gaurav, who was involved in the
organisation of the tournament.
“It was not just a match, but a platform for budding talent to go aheadand get national
recognition,” he said.
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Capt. Gogoi from Assam served in 17 Garhwal Rifles and was posthumously awarded the Vir
Chakra (VrC) for his actions during the Kargil conflict of 1999.
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Commenting on reorientation, Lt. Gen. Kalita said the deployment of Army on CI duties is
dictated by the security situation and the violence parameters and as situation improves, Army is
de-inducted and Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) and police take on the responsibility of
ensuring peace and stability.
“In northeast also, with improvement in situation, Army has got de-inducted and is geared to look
at the primary role,” he said while cautioning that even while being employed for CI Ops, the
units are always prepared for a conventional role at all times.
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“We have a large border with three neighbouring countries, each with its own unique dynamics.
Therefore, our units and troops are always prepared, trained and equipped for multifarious tasks
and multiple threat scenarios,” Lt. Gen. Kalita added. “This is an ongoing exercise all round the
year,” he added.
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Two Divisions of troops have been pulled off CI duties and redeployed along the Line of Actual
Control in tune with the overall reorientation towards the LAC carried out by the Army since the
May 2020 stand-off. Of the 3,488-km-long LAC, 1,346 km falls in the Eastern sector.

cr

Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 6
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-09-20

GOOGLE FACES PRESSURE IN INDIA TO HELP CURB
ILLEGAL LENDING APPS
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Basics of Cyber Security and related matters

Google dominates India’s app market with 95% of smartphones using its Android platform |
Photo Credit: Reuters
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Alphabet Inc's Google has been asked by the Indian government and the central bank to
introduce more stringent checks to help curb the use of illegal digital lending applications in
India, according to sources.
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(Sign up to our Technology newsletter, Today’s Cache, for insights on emerging themes at the
intersection of technology, business and policy. Click here to subscribe for free.)
Even though Google doesn't fall under the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) ambit, the U.S. tech
giant has been called several times in the last few months to meetings by the central bank and
the Indian government and urged to introduce tougher checks and balances that can help in
weeding out such apps, according to four sources.
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Indian regulators have already asked lenders to step up checks against illegal lending apps,
which became popular during the pandemic. Regulators seek to control the proliferation of such
apps that engage in unscrupulous activities such as charging excessive interest rates and fees
or in recovery practices which are not authorised by the central bank or violate money
laundering and other government guidelines.
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Google said that last year it revised its Play Store developer program policy for financial services
apps, including requiring additional requirements for personal loan apps in India effective
September 2021.
"We have removed over 2,000 personal loan apps targeting India from the Play Store for
violation of the Play policy requirements," a Google spokesperson said, adding that such steps
are taken if its policies are violated.
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"We will continue to engage with law enforcement agencies and industry bodies to help address
this issue," the spokesperson added.
While India's central bank requires that any lending apps listed on app stores be backed by
regulated entities, it is up to Google to enforce this and monitor compliance.
Google has also been asked to look at curtailing the rise of such apps via other distribution
channels such as websites and other means of downloads, according to another industry source
who is directly involved.
Google is also starting to act on complaints received from industry bodies.
"Earlier Google would not respond to complaints on individual apps. Now they are more
proactive and do look into it when a complaint is flagged to them," said one of the four industry
sources directly involved in the matter and who has been briefed about discussions with Google.
The government and the RBI are in the process of preparing a white list of approved lending
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applications. The central bank has also laid down norms to ensure that a borrower must deal
directly with a bank for lending and recovery which can help to keep the third-party recovery
agents away.
Google dominates India's app market with 95% of smartphones using its Android platform.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology and the RBI did not immediately
respond to an email request seeking comment.
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India's digital lending market has grown quickly and facilitated $2.2 billion in digital loans in
2021-22. It is not clear how much of that is via apps engaging in illegal practices.
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These lenders often reach customers via advertisements on platforms like Facebook and
Google.
Starting from next month, Google will roll out a new advertising policy for financial services in
India, a blog post on its website shows.
The policy says that in order to show financial services ads in India, advertisers need to be
verified in the country. As part of the verification, advertisers must demonstrate that they are
licensed with the relevant financial services regulator, the blog says.
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PFI, A GROUP THAT HAS BEEN IN THE CROSS HAIRS
OF SECURITY AND INTEL AGENCIES SINCE 2010
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Linkages of organized crime with terrorism

Under arrest:Parvez, PFI Delhi unit chief, being brought to the ED office in New Delhi on
Thursday.PTI-

S.
co

m

The coordinated searches and the arrest of around 100 members of the Popular Front of India
(PFI) on Thursday by the National Investigation Agency (NIA) were planned on the basis of
documents and information collected by the Intelligence Bureau (IB), a senior government
official said.
National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval monitored the searches that began in the early hours
on Thursday. As it was a countrywide search, Central forces were kept on standby and minimal
information was shared with the local police.
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This is not the first time that the organisation, comprising mostly Muslim members, which
describes itself as “neo-social movement which strives for the empowerment of marginalised
sections of India” has been in the cross hairs of the security agencies. In 2010, some members
of the PFI attacked T.J. Joseph, a professor in Ernakulam district of Kerala, chopping off his
right palm. Mr. Joseph was targeted over a question paper he set for a college examination that
had some references to the Prophet, which the attackers said were insulting.
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The PFI was founded in 2007, a year after the merger of three Muslim groups — the National
Democratic Front in Kerala, the Karnataka Forum for Dignity and the Manitha Neethi Pasarai in
Tamil Nadu.
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In 2017, the National Investigation Agency prepared a detailed dossier on the PFI but it could
not be declared an “unlawful association” under the anti-terror Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) as officials were divided on the subject. In June 2022, the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) accused the organisation of money laundering claiming that it had received over Rs. 60
crore since 2009, including cash deposit of more than Rs. 30 crore. The PFI said the funds were
raised domestically. “It has won the trust of millions of people across the country who help the
organisation through their donations. Due to this, it has been the policy of the organisation since
its inception to make any small and large scale financial transactions transparent,” the PFI said.
In 2021, at the annual police meet organised by the IB and attended by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Lucknow, police officers from Assam, Telangana and Uttar Pradesh spoke of the alleged
radical activities of the outfit in their presentations. Assam Director-General of Police (DGP)
Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta in his presentation on “Countering emerging security challenges in the
neighborhood: Way forward” said that the “PFI has given an aggressive push to its propaganda
campaign focusing majorly in Muslim majority districts of Assam”. He said that the PFI was
successful in consolidating its position offline and online and has leveraged the polarisation that
has taken place in Assam. “The PFI’s overt operations in Assam are in line with its modus
operandi of supporting secular and mass movements. However, behind this garb of neo-liberal
and secular mass-based organisation lies the sinister design of PFI,” the presentation said. It
added that reports suggested that the PFI could be used by its political wing (Social Democratic
Party of India) to make an entry into the political landscape of the State in the near future. The
PFI has played an active role in the recent eviction-related violence in Assam’s Dholpur, the
presentation said.
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A presentation by the Uttar Pradesh police said the PFI reportedly collected funds from abroad
through non-banking channels such as hawala and also indulged in money laundering.
However, there was no material evidence yet to prove the clandestine transactions, it said. The
Telangana police said that though the PFI described itself as a “neo-social movement”, in reality
its members have been charged under offences which involves “possessing arms, kidnapping,
murder, intimidation, hate campaign, rioting and love jihad.” The PFI has various wings like
National Women’s Front (NWF), Campus Front of India (CFI) and the SDPI. The police said that
most of the leaders of the PFI today were earlier members of the banned Students Islamic
Movement of India. They flagged the SDPI’s alleged involvement in the 2020 Bangalore riots
and the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act. The Tamil Nadu police, presenting a
paper on left-wing extremism, said that frontal organisations of Maoists have formed various
“tactical united fronts” with communal forces such as the PFI, the SDPI and linguistic extremists.
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TREAD CAREFULLY: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE
POWER TO REMOVE ONLINE CONTENT
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Basics of Cyber Security and related matters
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The Government’s order asking YouTube to remove 45 videos from 10 channels can be seen as
a justified response to growing concern over the propagation of hate and communally sensitive
material over the free video sharing website, but the frequent exercise of such a power is not
without concerns. The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) has asked for the removal
of the content in these videos based on intelligence inputs and the ostensible reasons are not
limited to dissemination of hate against religious communities. They also relate to issues the
Government considers “sensitive”: references to Kashmir, the Agnipath scheme, and what it
says are false claims about the rights of religious minorities being taken away and dissemination
of material portending civil war. If these claims are true, and if the content transgresses the
boundaries of free speech or threatens public order and security, such take-down orders may be
justified. However, the manner of their passing remains an unrevealed process, as it is not
known if the originators of the content were given an opportunity to explain their stand before the
blocking orders were issued. Section 69A of the IT Act, which empowers the Government to
block content, was upheld by the Supreme Court only after it noted that the rules provided
procedural safeguards, including the need to issue notice to the originators or the intermediary,
before a blocking order.
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The latest order invokes the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. It has a procedure by which an inter-departmental committee
considers complaints on content and makes recommendations. The Authorised Officer has to
take the approval of the Secretary, I&B, before directing the publisher or intermediary to block
the relevant content. There is an emergency provision under which the Secretary may order
content blocking as an interim measure, and thereafter confirm it after getting the committee’s
views. All such blocking orders are meant to be examined by a review committee, which ought
to meet once in two months, but it is not known whether the panel meets regularly. The
Government, which discloses how many videos it has got removed, must also reveal the
outcome of such reviews, if any. India ranks quite high in the list of countries that make regular
requests for removal of online content. There is no doubt that offensive content, as hate speech,
incitement to violence and child pornography — posing a challenge to the dignified use of online
space — ought to be removed. However, the power to block online content must be used
sparingly and with sensitivity towards key freedoms and due process.
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