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Date : 2022-09-02

TECH INNOVATIONS FOR ACCESSIBILITY AWARDED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Puri on Thursday gave away awards to the winners
of the Smart Solutions Challenge and Inclusive Cities Awards, 2022.

m

The Belagavi Smart City’s system for those with disabilities to access education and healthcare
was awarded the top prize in the category of implemented solutions.

S.
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The awards were an initiative of the National Institute of Urban Affairs and the United Nations in
India for addressing the city-level challenges of accessibility and the inclusion for persons with
disabilities, women, girls and senior citizens, a statement said.
“I am thoroughly impressed at the creative capacity of the innovative solutions as well as their
potential to change lives of persons with disabilities, women and older persons,” Mr. Puri said.
The challenge, which was launched in April, received over 100 entries, of which the top 10 were
identified as winners, the statement said.

Hardeep Puri

IA

These solutions will be instrumental in integrating universal design, which will help achieve
Sustainable Development Goals’ target 11.7- to provide safe, inclusive and accessible, green
and public spaces for all vulnerable communities
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Date : 2022-09-03

SPECIAL MATERNITY LEAVE IN CASE OF INFANT
DEATH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Centre has decided to grant a 60-day special maternity leave for women Central
government employees in case of stillbirth or death of an infant within a few days of birth, an
order by the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) on Friday said.
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The DOPT said it had received several queries seeking clarification on grant of leave in case of
death of a child soon after birth.
“The matter has been considered in consultation with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
Keeping in view the potential emotional trauma caused due to stillbirth or death of a child soon
after birth, which has a far-reaching impact on the mother’s life, it has now been decided to grant
a special maternity leave of 60 days to a female Central government servant,” the order said.
“The condition for death of a child soon after birth may be defined as up to 28 days after birth. A
baby born with no signs of life at or after 28 weeks of gestation may be defined as stillbirth,” the
order said.
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The special maternity leave shall be given only to a woman Central government servant with
less than two surviving children, the order said.
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Date : 2022-09-03

CCRAS ‘SPARK’ PROGRAM TO SUPPORT INNOVATIVE
RESEARCH IN AYURVEDA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), has taken a unique initiative
to support the research efforts of bright young minds of the Country by developing the
Studentship Program for Ayurveda Research Ken (SPARK) for Ayurveda (BAMS) students
studying in recognised Ayurveda colleges.
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Sh. Pramod Kumar Pathak, Special Secretary, Ministry of Ayush, Government of India and
Vaidya Jayant Yeshwant Deopujari, Chairman, National Commission for Indian System of
Medicine (NCISM) launched the fellowship scheme and the application portal in the presence of
Prof. Sanjeev Sharma, Director-cum-Vice Chancellor In-Charge, National Institute of Ayurveda,
Jaipur and Prof. R.N. Acharya, Director General, CCRAS, Dr. Sulochana Bhatt, Director, CARI,
Bengaluru, Dr. M.M.Rao, Director, CARI, Bhubaneswar and and Research Officers of the
Instituteat Central Ayurveda Research Institute, Bhubaneswar on 2nd September 2022 in an
event organized to mark the occasion.
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While lauding the efforts of CCRAS, the Special Secretary said, “CCRAS has taken many
commendable initiatives in recent times, especially during the COVID-pandemic. The Council
has not only developed popular formulations such as Ayush-64, it has as many as 18
formulations and technologies to its credit also.” He further added, “I am confident that the
SPARK Program developed by the Council will support the innovative ideas of young students
and promote the culture of evidence based scientific research in the field of Traditional
Medicine.”
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Prof. Rabinarayan Acharya, Director General, CCRAS informed, “with guidance and support
from the Ministry of Ayush, CCRAS has developed and implemented a wide range of schemes
and programs to serve the citizens.” While elaborating upon the recent initiatives of CCRAS
including SPARK, the Director General also mentioned, “by developing meaningful
collaborations with premiere academic research institutions within and outside of the country
such as IIT, ICMR, ICAR, JNU, BHU, AIIMS, University of and others, the Council has
accelerated quality research activity in the domains of Ayurveda and allied sciences.” Prof.
Acharya further added, “SPARK program is primarily developed to help students develop an
acumen for research and to further support and incentivise their research ideas.”
While speaking about international collaborations, the Director General informed that the Council
is currently working on research and development projects in collaboration with leading research
institutions at Romania, Germany, Israel, USA, Canada and the World Health Organisation
(WHO). Prof. Acharya also informed, “with an objective to complement the efforts of the Ministry
of Ayush for promotion and propagation of Ayurveda education across the world, the Council
has collaborated with premier educational institutions across the world and has set up Ayurveda
Chair in 11 countries.
While sharing more details about the SPARK program Dr. Adarsh Kumar, Assistant Director
(Ayurveda), CCRAS informed that ‘SPARK’aims to support the research ideas of young
undergraduate students enrolled in Ayurveda Colleges across India. The application process for
SPARK will be completely online through the portal www.spark.ccras.nic.in.”
Further, Dr. Adarsh added, “Interested candidates will be required to submit their research
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proposals through the SPARK Portal. The proposals will be evaluated by eminent experts and
reviewers. The selected fellows will be offered a financial support of Rs.50,000 under the
fellowship. Initially there will be total 100 seats per session and further details may be accessed
at the program portal.

S.
co

Sh. Pramod Kumar Pathak, Special Secretary, Ministry of Ayush and Shri Jayant Deopujari,
Chairman, NCISM launching the SPARK Program
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Vaidya Jayant Deopujari, Chairman, NCISM and Prof. Rabinarayan Acharya, Director General,
CCRAS exchanging the MoU
SK
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The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), has taken a unique initiative
to support the research efforts of bright young minds of the Country by developing the
Studentship Program for Ayurveda Research Ken (SPARK) for Ayurveda (BAMS) students
studying in recognised Ayurveda colleges.
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Sh. Pramod Kumar Pathak, Special Secretary, Ministry of Ayush, Government of India and
Vaidya Jayant Yeshwant Deopujari, Chairman, National Commission for Indian System of
Medicine (NCISM) launched the fellowship scheme and the application portal in the presence of
Prof. Sanjeev Sharma, Director-cum-Vice Chancellor In-Charge, National Institute of Ayurveda,
Jaipur and Prof. R.N. Acharya, Director General, CCRAS, Dr. Sulochana Bhatt, Director, CARI,
Bengaluru, Dr. M.M.Rao, Director, CARI, Bhubaneswar and and Research Officers of the
Instituteat Central Ayurveda Research Institute, Bhubaneswar on 2nd September 2022 in an
event organized to mark the occasion.
While lauding the efforts of CCRAS, the Special Secretary said, “CCRAS has taken many
commendable initiatives in recent times, especially during the COVID-pandemic. The Council
has not only developed popular formulations such as Ayush-64, it has as many as 18
formulations and technologies to its credit also.” He further added, “I am confident that the
SPARK Program developed by the Council will support the innovative ideas of young students
and promote the culture of evidence based scientific research in the field of Traditional
Medicine.”
Prof. Rabinarayan Acharya, Director General, CCRAS informed, “with guidance and support
from the Ministry of Ayush, CCRAS has developed and implemented a wide range of schemes
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and programs to serve the citizens.” While elaborating upon the recent initiatives of CCRAS
including SPARK, the Director General also mentioned, “by developing meaningful
collaborations with premiere academic research institutions within and outside of the country
such as IIT, ICMR, ICAR, JNU, BHU, AIIMS, University of and others, the Council has
accelerated quality research activity in the domains of Ayurveda and allied sciences.” Prof.
Acharya further added, “SPARK program is primarily developed to help students develop an
acumen for research and to further support and incentivise their research ideas.”
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While speaking about international collaborations, the Director General informed that the Council
is currently working on research and development projects in collaboration with leading research
institutions at Romania, Germany, Israel, USA, Canada and the World Health Organisation
(WHO). Prof. Acharya also informed, “with an objective to complement the efforts of the Ministry
of Ayush for promotion and propagation of Ayurveda education across the world, the Council
has collaborated with premier educational institutions across the world and has set up Ayurveda
Chair in 11 countries.
While sharing more details about the SPARK program Dr. Adarsh Kumar, Assistant Director
(Ayurveda), CCRAS informed that ‘SPARK’aims to support the research ideas of young
undergraduate students enrolled in Ayurveda Colleges across India. The application process for
SPARK will be completely online through the portal www.spark.ccras.nic.in.”
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Further, Dr. Adarsh added, “Interested candidates will be required to submit their research
proposals through the SPARK Portal. The proposals will be evaluated by eminent experts and
reviewers. The selected fellows will be offered a financial support of Rs.50,000 under the
fellowship. Initially there will be total 100 seats per session and further details may be accessed
at the program portal.
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Sh. Pramod Kumar Pathak, Special Secretary, Ministry of Ayush and Shri Jayant Deopujari,
Chairman, NCISM launching the SPARK Program

Vaidya Jayant Deopujari, Chairman, NCISM and Prof. Rabinarayan Acharya, Director General,
CCRAS exchanging the MoU
SK
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Date : 2022-09-04

PASMANDA MOVEMENT TESTS POLITICAL WILL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Pressure Groups, Other Formal-Informal Associations and their role
in the Polity

As the Pasmanda Muslim movement gains traction, the community’s leaders have urged
Opposition parties to step forward to support their demand for Dalit Muslims to be given the
status of Scheduled Caste, and the benefits of reservation similar to those Dalit Hindus enjoy.
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They also seek a caste census for all, including Muslims. “This will reveal the exact percentage
of the Pasmanda community. So far, the Ashrafs have a strong grip on the resources of the
community,” a Pasmanda leader said in New Delhi.
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In a letter addressed to leading Opposition parties, including the Congress, the Trinamool
Congress, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, Samajwadi Party, the Bahujan Samaj Party, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal, the Nationalist Congress Party, and the Janata Dal(U), the Pasmanda
leadership has asked the parties to clearly state their stand on the issue of Scheduled Caste
status for Dalit Muslims.
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“The parties, which claim to be secular and get the Muslim vote in huge numbers, are not ready
to state their stand on Pasmanda Muslims. The Muslim community in general is poor and
backward. Accordingly, Pasmanda Muslims are the worst off. Yet, we don’t hear any political
party from the Opposition speaking for them,” a Pasmanda leader said on the eve of a day-long
meet in New Delhi.
Engaging Opposition parties via the letter is an initiative of noted Pasmanda leader Ali Anwar
Ansari, president of the All India Pasmanda Muslim Mahaz.
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“Dalit Muslims have suffered like their Hindu counterparts. They need to be given Scheduled
Caste status. It will help them gain economic and educational mobility,” a Pasmanda leader
stated. “Our slogan for more than 20 years has been, ‘Dalit pichhda ek saman , Hindu ho ya
Musalman’ (Dalits, Backwards are the same, whether Hindus or Muslims).”
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Date : 2022-09-06

AHMEDABAD WILL SOON HAVE THE WORLD’S
BIGGEST SPORTS CITY, HOME MINISTER SHRI AMIT
SHAH DECLARES AT LAUNCH FUNCTION OF 36TH
NATIONAL GAMES

m

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah unveiled the anthem and mascot for the 36th National
Games at the EKA Arena, TransStadia in Ahmedabad. Gujarat CM Shri Bhupendra Patel and
Union Sports Minister Shri Anurag Thakur also graced the event.

Speaking at the unveiling function, Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah said that the city of
Ahmedabad would soon be developed into the world’s biggest sports city in the world. Shri
Shah, said: “Ten years ago, when Modiji was the chief minister here, he started the Khel
Mahakumbh. At that time Gujarat was nowhere in sports on the global map.
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“Now, we have the Narendra Modi Stadium, the largest stadium in the world, and very soon we
will have the world’s biggest sports city too,” Mr Shah said, addressing over 10,000 people at the
majestic venue.
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The Home Minister, who is also the MP from Gandhi Nagar, led a power-packed audience at the
glittering Curtain-Function, including Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel and Union
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Shri Anurag Thakur. The country’s grandest sporting
extravaganza will take place in six cities of Gujarat, from September 29 to October 12.
“Once upon a time, we Gujjus were mostly seen as just businessmen. But Modiji started Khel
Mahakumbh 11 years back and that event has become so big that as many as 55 lakh
youngsters took part in this edition. We even offered a whopping Rs 29 crore as prize money to
the winners,” Gujarat chief minister Bhupendra Patel said.
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“We are delighted that the National Games are back after 7 years and this will one will be the
biggest and grandest ever,” Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur said. “It normally takes years
to organise an event of this scale but Gujarat did this in less than three months. It is all thanks to
the efforts of the CM, with IOA supporting our initiative in a big way. Over 12,000 athletes,
officials and support stage will enjoy not only the sporting extravaganza but also the garba here,”
he added.
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Top dignitaries from the world of politics and sport were present on the occasion, including Shri
Harsh Sanghavi, Gujarat Minister for Sports and IOA secretary general Rajeev Mehta. The
mayors of all six host cities, including Kiritkumar J Parmar (Ahmedabad), Hemali Boghawala
(Surat), Keyur Rokadiya (Vadodara), Pradip Dav (Rajkot), Kirti Danidhariya (Bhavnagar), Hitesh
Makwana (Gandhinagar) were also present.
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The winners of the Khel Mahakumbh, including the top 3 schools, districts and municipal
corporations of the state, were felicitated shortly before the launch of the mascot.
Aptly titled saavaj, lion in Gujarati, the mascot represents India's cultural heritage while also
giving a glimpse of a rapidly growing India which is set to become a global leader again.
The anthem of the Games, encapsulating the philosophy of Judega India, Jitega India, has been
rendered by Bollywood star singer Sukhwinder Singh.
The lyrics of the national sports festival's theme song inspire the youth of the country to connect
and conquer historic places like the Statue of Unity and Sabarmati. Embellished with impressive
sports scenes, the theme song captures the heart of how athletes triumph despite adversity.
*******
NB/OA
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Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah unveiled the anthem and mascot for the 36th National
Games at the EKA Arena, TransStadia in Ahmedabad. Gujarat CM Shri Bhupendra Patel and
Union Sports Minister Shri Anurag Thakur also graced the event.
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Speaking at the unveiling function, Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah said that the city of
Ahmedabad would soon be developed into the world’s biggest sports city in the world. Shri
Shah, said: “Ten years ago, when Modiji was the chief minister here, he started the Khel
Mahakumbh. At that time Gujarat was nowhere in sports on the global map.
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“Now, we have the Narendra Modi Stadium, the largest stadium in the world, and very soon we
will have the world’s biggest sports city too,” Mr Shah said, addressing over 10,000 people at the
majestic venue.
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The Home Minister, who is also the MP from Gandhi Nagar, led a power-packed audience at the
glittering Curtain-Function, including Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel and Union
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Shri Anurag Thakur. The country’s grandest sporting
extravaganza will take place in six cities of Gujarat, from September 29 to October 12.
“Once upon a time, we Gujjus were mostly seen as just businessmen. But Modiji started Khel
Mahakumbh 11 years back and that event has become so big that as many as 55 lakh
youngsters took part in this edition. We even offered a whopping Rs 29 crore as prize money to
the winners,” Gujarat chief minister Bhupendra Patel said.
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“We are delighted that the National Games are back after 7 years and this will one will be the
biggest and grandest ever,” Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur said. “It normally takes years
to organise an event of this scale but Gujarat did this in less than three months. It is all thanks to
the efforts of the CM, with IOA supporting our initiative in a big way. Over 12,000 athletes,
officials and support stage will enjoy not only the sporting extravaganza but also the garba here,”
he added.
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Top dignitaries from the world of politics and sport were present on the occasion, including Shri
Harsh Sanghavi, Gujarat Minister for Sports and IOA secretary general Rajeev Mehta. The
mayors of all six host cities, including Kiritkumar J Parmar (Ahmedabad), Hemali Boghawala
(Surat), Keyur Rokadiya (Vadodara), Pradip Dav (Rajkot), Kirti Danidhariya (Bhavnagar), Hitesh
Makwana (Gandhinagar) were also present.
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The winners of the Khel Mahakumbh, including the top 3 schools, districts and municipal
corporations of the state, were felicitated shortly before the launch of the mascot.
Aptly titled saavaj, lion in Gujarati, the mascot represents India's cultural heritage while also
giving a glimpse of a rapidly growing India which is set to become a global leader again.
The anthem of the Games, encapsulating the philosophy of Judega India, Jitega India, has been
rendered by Bollywood star singer Sukhwinder Singh.
The lyrics of the national sports festival's theme song inspire the youth of the country to connect
and conquer historic places like the Statue of Unity and Sabarmati. Embellished with impressive
sports scenes, the theme song captures the heart of how athletes triumph despite adversity.
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Date : 2022-09-08

WHO TO STRESS PREVENTION OF NONCOMMUNICABLE DISEASES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The member countries of the World Health Organization (WHO) South-East Asia Region on
Wednesday resolved to accelerate progress for the prevention and control of non-communicable
diseases, including oral and eye afflictions.
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“The region must build on the progress made in the prevention and control of non-communicable
diseases. Though the trends are in the right direction, we need to accelerate efforts to achieve
global, regional, and national goals,” Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director, WHO SouthEast Asia Region, said at the ongoing 75th regional committee session of the WHO Southeast
Asia in Bhutan.
Non-communicable diseases, including cardiovascular diseases, cancers, chronic respiratory
disease and diabetes, account for almost two-thirds of all deaths in the region.
Nearly half these deaths occur prematurely between the ages of 30 and 69 in 2021.
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The meeting noted the continuing high burden of disease and death due to cardiovascular
diseases, cancer, diabetes and chronic respiratory diseases, a large number of untreated cases
of dental caries and oral health conditions, and challenges in the provision of comprehensive
eye care.
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The member countries endorsed the road map for the prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases, an action plan for oral health and another plan for an integrated
people-centered eye care during the session.
Though the trends are in the right direction, we need to accelerate efforts to achieve global,
regional, and national goals
Dr. Poonam Khetrapal Singh
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Regional Director, WHO South-East Asia Region
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Date : 2022-09-09

SC ASKS FOR JOB POLICY FOR TRANSGENDERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

The Supreme Court on Thursday gave the government three months to take the lead and devise
a policy framework to open up avenues of employment for transgender persons, particularly in
the civil aviation industry.
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The order was a fallout of a petition filed by Shanavi Ponnusamy, a transgender person from
Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu, whose dream of flying high as an airline cabin crew member never
took off.
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The court said the petitioner’s case raised wider issues about the formulation of government
policy to ensure the guarantee of non-discrimination against transgender people.
A Bench of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and Hima Kohli observed that the government has to
comply with the enabling provisions of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act of
2019 in “letter and spirit”.

‘Inclusion in society’

IA

The court detailed specific provisions of the Act which mandated that no person or
establishment, whether government or private, should discriminate against a transgender person
in matters of employment, including recruitment or promotion or in any other related areas.
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The court reminded the Centre that it was obliged by the Act to “secure full and effective
participation of transgender persons and their inclusion in society”. “The enactment by the
Parliament marks a watershed in the evolution of the rights of the transgender persons,” the
Supreme Court emphasised.
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The court ordered the Department of Personnel and Training and the Social Justice Ministry to
collaborate with the National Council for Transgender Persons, a body constituted under the Act,
to consult stakeholders and prepare a “considered” policy for the community’s welfare and rights
in the next three months. The Centre has to guide States and establishments governed by the
Act. The petitioner in the case had responded to an advertisement by Air India in 2017 for a
female cabin crew. She did not qualify.
Senior advocate K.V. Vishwanathan, for Air India, clarified that the petitioner was rejected for not
scoring the minimum qualifying marks.
“My client enjoys a lot of goodwill and so I have to clarify in this court that the application of the
petitioner was accepted with open arms and further sent for independent evaluation. After a fair
and objective evaluation, the application was rejected as the petitioner was unable to score the
minimum qualifying marks… I want to make it very clear that the rejection was not because the
petitioner was a transgender person,” Mr. Vishwanathan submitted.
‘Wider issue’
The court noted the senior counsel’s submission and replied that “we are not hauling you over
coals at all. We are treating this petition as a wider issue”.

Page 20
The petitioner, who had undergone gender surgery in 2014, said she had trained hard to “fulfill
her dream of working as a cabin crew of some airlines in India”. She had even successfully
completed a stint with the Air India’s customer support (domestic and International) section in
Chennai.
Ms. Ponnusamy said she had no choice but to apply as a female because the application form
did not have a separate column for transgender persons.

m

This was despite a 2014 judgment of the Supreme Court which declared transgenders as the
‘third community’. It had ordered job applications to have a separate column for the third gender.
“Recognition of transgenders as a third gender is not a social or medical issue but a human
rights issue... the gender to which a person belongs is to be determined by the person
concerned,” the court had ruled in the 2014 verdict.
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The petitioner contended that the right to one’s gender identity was a human right. “Human
rights are basic rights and freedoms which are guaranteed to a human by virtue of him being a
human which can neither be created nor can be abrogated by any government”.
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Date : 2022-09-10

MAKE ANTI-TB CAMPAIGN A MASS MOVEMENT:
PRESIDENT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Draupadi Murmu during the launch of the Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan.

m

President Droupadi Murmu virtually launched the Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan on
Friday.
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Speaking on the occasion, the President said it was the duty of all citizens to give high priority to
the anti-tuberculosis campaign and make it a mass movement.
Tuberculosis caused the largest number of deaths among all other infectious diseases in the
country. India has a little less than 20% of the world’s population, but has more than 25% of the
total TB patients of the world. “This is a matter of concern,” said the President, adding that most
of TB-affected people came from the poor sections of society.
The President said that the thinking and methodology of ‘New India’ was to make India a leading
nation of the world. India had set an example for the world in tackling the COVID-19 pandemic.
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The policy of ‘New India’ to move forward with confidence was also visible in the field of TB
eradication. “According to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, all nations have
set the goal of eradicating TB by the year 2030. But the Government of India has set the target
of eradicating TB by the year 2025 and efforts are being made at every level to fulfil this
resolution,” she added.
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Ms. Murmu said that to make this campaign a mass movement, awareness about TB should be
created among the people. “They have to be informed that prevention of this disease is possible.
Its treatment is effective and accessible and the government provides free-of-cost facilities for
prevention and treatment of this disease,” she said.

cr

She said that in some patients or communities, there was an inferiority complex associated with
this disease, and they viewed it as a stigma. “This illusion also has to be eradicated. Everyone
should be aware that TB germs are often present in everyone’s body,” she added.
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Date : 2022-09-10

BASIC SKILLS POOR IN REGIONAL LANGUAGES:
NCERT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Survey will help government determine benchmark in 20 languages.

m

Foundational learning of students in Hindi is poor but their performance in regional languages in
some States was even worse, according to a survey carried out by the Union Ministry of
Education and the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).
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Around 53% of Class 3 students in 18 States surveyed for Hindi proficiency either lacked or had
limited knowledge and skills in reading and comprehending the language. But proficiency of
regional languages such as Kannada, which was analysed in States such as Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala, was poorer with 59% students either lacking or
displaying limited skills.
Around 67% students couldn’t perform well in Assamese in Assam and Meghalaya. In Kerala,
56% students couldn’t read or comprehend Malayalam, and in Goa, 59% of students could not
do so in Konkani.
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In Meghalaya, 61% of students couldn’t perform well in Khasi, and 54% were found to be poor in
Manipuri in Manipur.
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The survey divides learners on the basis of their knowledge and skills into four categories —
those who “lack” them, have “limited” proficiency, “sufficient” competency and those who are
“superior”.
The findings are part of the National Report on Benchmarking of Oral Reading Fluency with
Reading Comprehension and Numeracy, which aims to assess foundational learning of children
at the end of class 3.
The National Education Policy 2022 which advocates for a three-language formula where two of
the languages are native to India, says that medium of instruction till at least class 5 or
preferably till class 8 should be in the mother tongue, after which it can be taught as a language.

cr

The survey findings will help the government determine benchmarks in 20 languages and
numeracy.
The government has launched NIPUN as a national mission to enable all children at the end of
class 3 to attain foundational skills by the year 2026-2027 and these benchmarks will provide a
baseline for subsequent surveys.
Approximately, 86,000 class 3 students from 10,000 schools were covered for the study.
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BILKIS CASE: SC SEEKS REMISSION REPORTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Supreme Court on Friday asked the Gujarat government to place on record the documents
concerning the remission granted to 11 convicts sentenced to life imprisonment in the Bilkis
Bano gang rape case.
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A Bench of Justices Ajay Rastogi and B.V. Nagarathna also issued notice on a petition filed by
the Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra, who said the release “completely fails to bolster
either social or human justice”.
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The court had issued a notice in an earlier petition filed by CPI(M) leader Subhashini Ali,
independent journalist and filmmaker Revati Laul and former philosophy professor and activist
Roop Rekh Varma against the convicts’ release on August 5. One of the convicts complained
that he was not impleaded in the case despite the apex court asking the petitioners to do so in
the previous hearing.
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“Fourteen persons were killed, a pregnant woman and several other women were raped, a
three-year-old child had her head smashed to the ground. The accused were identified… We
are asking in these circumstances what is the judicial review of the Court in the context of
remission,” senior advocate Kapil Sibal, for the petitioners, had submitted in the apex court in
the previous hearing.
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The Gujarat government had relied on its policy of 1992 to approve the convicts’ applications for
the remission of the sentence and not the current policy of 2014. In May 2022, the apex court
had directed the Gujarat government to consider the application of one of the convicts,
Radheshyam Bhagwandas Shah @ Lala Vakil, for the premature release in terms of its
remission policy of July 9, 1992. The 1992 policy was prevalent on the date of conviction.
The court followed its judgment in the State of Haryana versus Jagdish which held that the
policy applicable at the time of conviction must be considered for deciding an application of premature release.
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In its May 13 judgment, the court had concluded that Gujarat was the “appropriate government”
under Section 432 of the Code of Criminal Procedure to decide the remission of the convicts in
the case.
We are asking in these circumstances what is the judicial review of the Court in the context of
remission
Kapil Sibal
Senior advocateWe are asking in these circumstances what is the judicial review of the Court in
the context of remission
Kapil Sibal
Senior advocate
We are asking in these circumstances what is the judicial review of the Court in the context of
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Senior advocateWe are asking in these circumstances what is the judicial review of the Court in
the context of remission
Kapil Sibal
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Senior advocate
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ONLINE DEGREE ON PAR WITH REGULAR DEGREE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The degrees obtained through distance and online learning from recognised institutions would
be treated on par with those offered through conventional mode, according to the University
Grants Commission (UGC).
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The decision by the University Grants Commission (UGC) was taken as per the Regulation 22 of
the UGC (Open and Distance learning Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulations.
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Date : 2022-09-13

CENTRE IS TRYING TO CURB LUMPY SKIN DISEASE:
PM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

Inaugurating the International Dairy Federation World Dairy Summit in Greater Noida on
Monday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the Centre has made all efforts to keep a track of
the movement of livestock in the wake of the spread of lumpy skin disease (LSD).
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Mr. Modi said there has been a loss of livestock in many States due to the disease in the recent
past and assured everyone that the Centre and the State Governments are trying their level best
to keep a check on it.
“Our scientists have also prepared indigenous vaccine for lumpy skin disease,” he said and
added that the movement of animals are being monitored to keep the outbreak under control.
“Be it vaccination of animals or any other modern technology, India is always eager to contribute
to the field of dairy while striving to learn from its partner nations. India has acted swiftly on its
food safety standards,” Mr. Modi said.
The Prime Minister highlighted the centrality of Pashu Dhan and milk-related business in the
cultural landscape of India.
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He said the driving force of the dairy sector in India is small farmers and added that the country’s
dairy sector is characterised by “production by masses” more than “mass production”.
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“India is the largest milk-producing country on the basis of the efforts of these small farmers who
have one, two or three cattle. The dairy sector provides employment to more than eight crore
families in the country,” he said.
He said the huge network of dairy cooperatives in India is a unique example and these dairy
cooperatives collect milk twice a day from about two crore farmers in more than two lakh villages
in the country and deliver it to the customers.
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Pointing out the importance of indigenous breeds, he said such varieties of cattle that can
withstand many adverse circumstances.
He said women have a 70% representation in the workforce in India’s dairy sector.
“Women are the real leaders of India’s dairy sector. Not only this, more than a third of the
members of dairy cooperatives in India are women,” he said, adding that with a value of Rs. 8.5
lakh crore, the dairy sector is more than the combined value of wheat and rice.
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STATES TOLD TO IMPLEMENT ADOPTION RULES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Parliament passed the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill last
year.AFPNARINDER NANU
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The Ministry of Women and Child Development has written to State governments, asking them
to immediately implement the revised adoption rules requiring adoption orders to be passed by
District Magistrates (DMs) instead of courts with effect from September 1.
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The instructions come despite concerns raised over jurisdiction of DMs in civil matters such as
inheritance and succession, as well as delays likely to be caused in cases where the court has
already passed orders since September 1 or is likely to pass them shortly after having spent
several months on the proceedings.
“All the cases pertaining to adoption matters pending before the Courts shall be transferred to
the District Magistrates from the date of commencement of the Rules i.e. 01.09.2022,” Indevar
Pandey, Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development, wrote to Chief Secretaries of
States and Union Territories on Monday.
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He urged for “immediate compliance of the same, so that there is no delay in passing the
adoption orders.”
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“The Centre should have clarified what happens to the orders that have been passed between
September 1 and September 12, and how should CARA and DMs deal with such cases. Courts
were not informed about the amendments and the Centre has also not yet notified Adoption
Regulations, 2022 detailing the process to be followed by the DMs,” said Sindhu Naik, Member,
Karnataka State Council For Child Welfare.
The amendment being contested is an amendment to the rules, and not the principal Act and
therefore revising it shouldn’t be a difficult task involving Parliament’s nod, she pointed out.
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“It transfers cases that are currently being heard in the district and civil courts to the DM, which
should be challenged. The rules should not apply retrospectively, and should state that only new
cases after September 1 should be brought to DMs for seeking adoption orders,” she added.
Experts have drawn attention to the concern that when a child turns 18 and his or her
inheritance rights are contested before a court, a judicial order is more tenable to secure
entitlements.
Parliament passed the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill, 2021
last year in order to amend the Juvenile Justice Act (JJ Act), 2015. These authorise District
Magistrates and Additional District Magistrates to issue adoption orders under Section 61 of the
JJ Act by striking out the word “court”.
This was done in order to ensure speedy disposal of cases and enhance accountability. The
amendments to the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016, were
notified on September 1 and require all adoption cases to be transferred to the DM with
immediate effect.
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‘BURDEN ON JUSTIFYING HIJAB BAN RESTS ON
STATE’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

m

Karnataka has to first prove how forbidding hijab among students affects the sovereignty and
integrity of India, its security or friendly relations with foreign states or even public order,
decency or morality, the Sharia Committee of Women argued against the ban on Muslim girls
wearing hijab to school.
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Appearing before a Bench of Justices Hemant Gupta and Sudhanshu Dhulia, senior advocate
Y.H. Muchhala said the burden of justifying the restraint on wearing hijab rests on the
State.“Wearing of hijab does not confer any special benefit to the Muslim girls nor does it defeat
the purpose of the law. The purpose of uniform is not to erase the markers of individuality.
Simply by wearing the prescribed dress code, diverse distinctions that exist amongst students
do not evaporate. In multicultural societies, students should be taught to acknowledge, accept
and respect diversities in the society,” he argued.
The State has bent over backwards to appease “obstructionists” at the cost of violating the timetested fundamental rights of the students, he said.
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“Every religious minority has the fundamental right to conserve its religio-cultural identity. The
girl students are adherents of Islam and in their individual capacities, they have a right to
display/express their religio-cultural manifestations by wearing hijab,” Mr. Muchhala submitted.
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The ability of an individual to protect a zone of privacy enables the realisation of the full value of
life and liberty, he noted. The lawyer argued that the denial of the right to education of Muslim
girls across India would have serious ramifications.
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6 ASSAM TRIBES TO HOLD PROTEST OVER ST
STATUS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Six communities in Assam have threatened to launch a coordinated stir over the “inordinate
delay” in granting them Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
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These communities are Adivasi [referred to as “tea tribes”], Chutia, Koch-Rajbongshi, Matak,
Moran and Tai-Ahom. On Thursday, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said the ST status ball
was in the court of the Rajya Sabha and the State government could do little about it.
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‘ACCOUNTABILITY MUST BE FIXED FOR COUNTER
FIRS AGAINST RTI ACTIVISTS’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Peoples' Participation-Role of Civil Society in Governance

m

Justice Madan B. Lokur, former Supreme Court Judge, here on Saturday said accountability
must be fixed when the Right To Information activists are subjected to harassment through the
usage of counter complaints in police stations.
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Responding to allegations of harassment and the attack on activists at a State level public
hearing on ‘Attacks on RTI users and Protection of Whistleblowers in Odisha,’ Justice Lokur
said, “Everyone knows a false complaint or counter first information report is fabricated. But, no
action is taken against those who file counter FIRs whereas the information seekers face
harassment.”
“We have to find ways of dealing with the culture of counter FIRs against RTI activists. We have
to build a public movement against the practice. Lawyers should be consulted as to how to end
the counter FIR practice,” said the veteran judge.
“The bureaucracy appears to have become passive to RTI queries. There are no certainties
when the queries would be replied. Many don’t know when to go for first and second appeal.
Inaction of officers and police investigators are weakening the RTI Act,” he pointed out.
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The former Supreme Court judge advised the activists to create a panel of advocates at the
district and State level and take help from the legal service authorities to deal with the situation.

ac
k

Aruna Roy, a prominent social activist, said, “We have to resort to regular nationwide agitation.
The governments across the country are trying to suppress information and harass information
seekers. The RTI Act is the only piece of legislation through which we can question the system.”
At the public hearing organised by the Odisha Soochana Adhikar Abhijan (OSSAA) and the
National Campaign for People’s Right to Information (NCPRI) and SAFAR, Ms. Roy and Nikhil
Dey, co-convener of the NCPRI, demanded the implementation of Section 4 of the RTI Act
which asks for the creation of a dedicated portal for the dissemination of information.

cr

Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 33
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-09-19

SAWAR, SAWARA AND SAUNRA: ONE AND THE SAME
TRIBE NOW
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The ruling Congress in Chhattisgarh and its main challenger, the BJP, are both claiming credit
for the latest approval.SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA
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Soon after he joined a government job as a teacher in Bastar in 2010, Shivprasad Bhoi, now 39,
was asked to get his Scheduled Tribe certificate attested. What he then presumed to be a
simple exercise turned out to be a nightmare. A spelling variation in the name of his tribe,
Sawar, eventually resulted in his dismissal from service 15 months later. He did not get paid for
his services during the period and has not found another job ever since.
“Not having my ST certificate turned out to be a huge impediment. Seeking help from
government officials and Ministers proved futile. I kept insisting I was from the Sawar tribe, but
the spelling variation meant nothing could be done. I was left with no choice but to return to
farming,” says Mr. Bhoi.
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Last week, the Union Cabinet approved the inclusion of spelling variations for 11 tribes on the
list of Scheduled Tribes of Chhattisgarh and ‘Sawar’ or ‘Sawara’ was one of those. According to
Shammi Abidi, Commissioner, Scheduled Tribe Development Department, and Director, Tribal
Research and Training Institute (TRTI), the decision will impact nearly one lakh people across
Chhattisgarh.
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Mr. Bhoi is still hoping for retrospective relief when the note gets parliamentary approval and
presidential assent but admits that the chances are slim. However, he is relieved that many
others from these tribes may not meet the same fate as him.
A long process
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The ruling Congress in Chhattisgarh and its main challenger, the BJP, are both claiming credit
for the latest approval. However, it came through a long process fraught with challenges, say
community leaders and others who have worked closely with these tribes over the last decade
and a half.
“The system is such that the burden of proof lies with the applicant who wants a certificate
issued or attested. Most miss out because they are illiterate and did not know what was entered
in the documents they had been issued or had inherited from their parents. Some families didn’t
even keep the documents. In certain cases, the pronunciation changed the entire word. For
example, if a teacher misheard something at the time of admission or the sub-divisional
magistrate got the spelling wrong at the time of issuance, it just stuck,” says G.M. Jha, a former
Deputy Director at the TRTI headquartered in Nawa Raipur.
P.L. Sidar, president,Chhattisgarh Sawar Sawara Samaj Sangh andand one of the key figures of
this campaign for inclusion of synonyms, explains: “Saunra and Saonra have been approved as
synonyms of Sawar and Sawara. We are a tribe that is native to the eastern districts such as
Raigarh or Mahasamund and we had better exposure due to education because of our lands
falling on important train and bus routes. There are nearly 3 lakh Sawaras and we are
numerically the second-largest group after Gonds. However, we are the ones most affected.”
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Mr. Sidar said all such communities endured countless “trials and tribulations” for over a decade
and a half.
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He explains how a “non-issue” turned into a big stumbling block due to officials’ lack of
understanding and indifference. “Articles 342 (1) and (2) of the Constitution give clear direction
on who is deemed to be an ST and who can be included. However, around 2004, the then
director of the TRTI issued a book that wrongly interpreted a Supreme Court order and the terms
‘synonym’ and ‘synonymous’ in it. This then became a reference point for officials across
districts and they started rejecting applications with spelling variations that stemmed from
phonetic variations. Often, the poor and illiterate tribals would have no recourse against outright
rejection or intense scrutiny even if their case was genuine. They would abandon the pursuit
altogether,” says Mr. Sidar.
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Uday Pando, the regional president of Sarva Vishesh Pichhdi Janjati Samaj Chhattisgarh
Pradesh, adds that community leaders started recognising this problem in the mid-2000s and
approached the State Scheduled Tribes Commission, the National Commission for Scheduled
Tribes and regularly interacted with Ministers and MPs to highlight it.
Mr. Pando hails from the Pando tribe that is native to the Sarguja region and is among the 11
whose spelling variations had been listed by the Centre recently. However, the rectification was
not easy as there were no clear guidelines for anthropological and ethnographic studies until
2013, adds Mr. Sidar.
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LUMPY SKIN DISEASE VIRUS IS DIFFERENT...
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The authors are Lenin Bhatt, Rahul C. Bhoyar, Bani Jolly, Ravi Israni, Harie Vignesh, Vinod
Scaria, Sridhar Sivasubbu. The study appears on the preprint server Bioarxiv and is yet to be
peer reviewed.
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This is significant as Lumpi-ProVacInd, a vaccine developed by the Indian Veterinary Research
Institute, and the Indian Council of Agricultural Research’s (ICAR) National Research Centre on
Equines is based on LSD virus samples from cattle in Ranchi afflicted in the 2019 outbreak.
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However, the experimental trials conducted on animals afflicted in the ongoing 2022 outbreak
with the vaccine have revealed encouraging results, ICAR and the Ministry of Agriculture have
stated. The vaccine is a live attenuated, or a weakened version of the virus that when injected
into animals is expected to stimulate the immune system and protect against a probable
infection. Currently, the only vaccines available for the disease are vaccines for goat pox and
sheep pox, which are related to the LSD virus.
“That’s the million-dollar question on what the implications of this genome sequencing mean for
the vaccine,” Sridhar Sivasubbu of the CSIR-IGIB and one of the scientists associated with the
genome sequencing study said.
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This specific study, he said, threw no light as there were too few animals tested and only a
broader sample of viral genomes spanning several States could answer if the variants identified
and analysed in Rajasthan as part of the study were widespread in India.
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Another point of concern that the IGIB study raises is that one of the animals appeared to have
two different variants of the LSD virus when virus was extracted from its nose as well as from
the skin, suggesting that the virus appeared to be able to evolve within a single host. This again
speaks to the increased infectivity of the LSD virus in 2022 compared to 2019.
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Lumpy skin disease is a contagious viral disease that spreads among cattle through mosquitoes,
flies, lice, and wasps by direct contact, and also through contaminated food and water. The
disease causes fever and nodules on the skin, and it can be fatal. Symptoms include skin
nodules of about two to five centimetres, high fever, reduced milk production, loss of appetite,
and watery eyes.
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‘UNFAIR TO FORCE WOMEN TO CHOOSE BETWEEN
RELIGION AND EDUCATION’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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At a time the Supreme Court is hearing petitions on the hijab ban in Karnataka schools, Amnesty
International India on Monday said making women choose between the freedom of expression,
religion, and education was discriminatory.
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“As India’s Supreme Court hears the petition on #HijabBan in Karnataka schools, we emphasise
that forcing women to choose between their rights to freedom of expression and religion, and
their education is a form of discrimination and miles away from the goal of women’s equality,”
Amnesty India said in a tweet.
The top court has been hearing petitions challenging the Karnataka High Court’s decision in
March to uphold the ban on girls and women wearing hijabs in educational institutions.
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MOHUA SET TO PROVIDE FILLIP TO INDIAN
STARTUPS IN THE SANITATION AND WASTE
MANAGEMENT SECTOR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

India’s position as the 3rd largest startup eco-system in the world is set to get a further boost,
with Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA)preparing to provide an array of funding and
incubation support to Startups to strengthen the sanitation and waste management sector.
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On 20th September 2022, MoHUA will be felicitating these 30 startups at a conclave to be
held at the Ambedkar International Centre in New Delhi. The day-long conclave will also be a
platform to provide startups with a treasure trove of experience, knowledge and learnings
which would help them to navigate their way in this sector and successfully take their solutions
to scale. As part of the day’s deliberations, some Urban Local Bodies will be engaging in
‘reverse pitches’ to highlight specific ground level challenges, in a bid to motivate startups to
work on finding innovative solutions to the challenges. Taking the long-term approach of the
government forward, some Urban Local Bodies have also evinced interest in partnering with
select startups and providing them with support in the form of space for setting up facilities,
market buyers’ linkages, etc, to pilot their solutions on the ground. The day-long event will also
feature learning and networking activities, exhibition by the 30 Startups showcasing their
solutions, discussion on policy initiatives for promoting Startups for Garbage Free Cities, and
sharing of success stories by entrepreneurs & founders of Unicorns.
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The Swachh Bharat Mission – Urban being implemented by MoHUA provides special focus to
innovation and encouragement for startups in a bid to adopt locally innovated, implementable
solutions and business models and promote circularity in waste management. In alignment with
this long term approach, MoHUA had launched a Swachhata Startup Challenge under the ambit
of the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban, from January 2022 onwards, in partnership with the
Agence Française de Développement (AFD) and the DPIIT (Department of Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade). The Challenge aimed to harness the entrepreneurial potential of
the waste management sector in India and promote an enabling environment for enterprise
development. Interestingly, a bottoms-up approach had been taken by MoHUA, through a
Swachh Technology Challenge introduced in December 2021. The Technology Challenge
invited entries and solutions from all stakeholders working in the sanitation sector, including
NGOs, CSOs, academic institutions and startups. The winning entries received from startups in
the Technology Challenge were allowed to participate in the subsequent Swachhata Startup
Challenge in January 2022.
The Startup Challenge had sought entries from organisations in the Sanitation and waste
management sector, across four categories, viz. (i)social inclusion, (ii) zero dump, (iii)plastic
waste management and (iv) transparency through digital enablement. A total of 244 entries were
received from aspiring startups, of which 30 startups were shortlisted by a jury pool of 20
members drawn from leading academic institutions and incubators, industry, and government
bodies. Out of the 30, a total of top 10 winners have been identified, each of whom will be
receiving seed funding and dedicated incubation support from French Tech, the French
government’s initiative to promote start-ups.
The Swachhata Startup Conclave is being organized as part of the Swachh Amrit Mohotsav
being conducted by MoHUA, from 17th September 2022 to 2nd October 2022 when India is
celebrating eight years of accomplishments of SBM-Urban, and as a run up to the first
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anniversary of SBM Urban 2.0 to be celebrated on 1 October 2022. The Conclave is expected
to see participation of nearly 600 attendees, including from leading startups and unicorns in the
field, city administrators, investors, academia, government bodies and industries, sector
partners, industry experts, representatives from DPIIT, Govt. of India, FICCI, CII, and other
associations.
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The felicitations will be done by the Hon’ble Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs, Shri
Kaushal Kishore. Secretary MoHUA Shri Manoj Joshi, H.E. Ambassador of France to India
Emmanuel Lenain, and AFD Country Director Bruno Bosle will also be present at the Conclave.
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India’s position as the 3rd largest startup eco-system in the world is set to get a further boost,
with Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA)preparing to provide an array of funding and
incubation support to Startups to strengthen the sanitation and waste management sector.
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On 20th September 2022, MoHUA will be felicitating these 30 startups at a conclave to be
held at the Ambedkar International Centre in New Delhi. The day-long conclave will also be a
platform to provide startups with a treasure trove of experience, knowledge and learnings
which would help them to navigate their way in this sector and successfully take their solutions
to scale. As part of the day’s deliberations, some Urban Local Bodies will be engaging in
‘reverse pitches’ to highlight specific ground level challenges, in a bid to motivate startups to
work on finding innovative solutions to the challenges. Taking the long-term approach of the
government forward, some Urban Local Bodies have also evinced interest in partnering with
select startups and providing them with support in the form of space for setting up facilities,
market buyers’ linkages, etc, to pilot their solutions on the ground. The day-long event will also
feature learning and networking activities, exhibition by the 30 Startups showcasing their
solutions, discussion on policy initiatives for promoting Startups for Garbage Free Cities, and
sharing of success stories by entrepreneurs & founders of Unicorns.
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The Swachh Bharat Mission – Urban being implemented by MoHUA provides special focus to
innovation and encouragement for startups in a bid to adopt locally innovated, implementable
solutions and business models and promote circularity in waste management. In alignment with
this long term approach, MoHUA had launched a Swachhata Startup Challenge under the ambit
of the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban, from January 2022 onwards, in partnership with the
Agence Française de Développement (AFD) and the DPIIT (Department of Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade). The Challenge aimed to harness the entrepreneurial potential of
the waste management sector in India and promote an enabling environment for enterprise
development. Interestingly, a bottoms-up approach had been taken by MoHUA, through a
Swachh Technology Challenge introduced in December 2021. The Technology Challenge
invited entries and solutions from all stakeholders working in the sanitation sector, including
NGOs, CSOs, academic institutions and startups. The winning entries received from startups in
the Technology Challenge were allowed to participate in the subsequent Swachhata Startup
Challenge in January 2022.
The Startup Challenge had sought entries from organisations in the Sanitation and waste
management sector, across four categories, viz. (i)social inclusion, (ii) zero dump, (iii)plastic
waste management and (iv) transparency through digital enablement. A total of 244 entries were
received from aspiring startups, of which 30 startups were shortlisted by a jury pool of 20
members drawn from leading academic institutions and incubators, industry, and government
bodies. Out of the 30, a total of top 10 winners have been identified, each of whom will be
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receiving seed funding and dedicated incubation support from French Tech, the French
government’s initiative to promote start-ups.
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The Swachhata Startup Conclave is being organized as part of the Swachh Amrit Mohotsav
being conducted by MoHUA, from 17th September 2022 to 2nd October 2022 when India is
celebrating eight years of accomplishments of SBM-Urban, and as a run up to the first
anniversary of SBM Urban 2.0 to be celebrated on 1st October 2022. The Conclave is expected
to see participation of nearly 600 attendees, including from leading startups and unicorns in the
field, city administrators, investors, academia, government bodies and industries, sector
partners, industry experts, representatives from DPIIT, Govt. of India, FICCI, CII, and other
associations.
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The felicitations will be done by the Hon’ble Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs, Shri
Kaushal Kishore. Secretary MoHUA Shri Manoj Joshi, H.E. Ambassador of France to India
Emmanuel Lenain, and AFD Country Director Bruno Bosle will also be present at the Conclave.
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SEEKING INCLUSION IN ST LIST, KURMIS BLOCK
TRACKS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The agitation comes a week after the Cabinet approved the inclusion of several communities in
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh in the list of Scheduled Tribes,
and days after Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik wrote to Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun
Munda alleging that the Centre had failed to approve the inclusion of 160 communities in the ST
list as recommended by the State government since 1978.
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On Tuesday, South Eastern Railway cancelled 18 trains, diverted 13 and short-terminated 11
trains because of the blockades, officials said.
Currently, in Odisha, West Bengal and Jharkhand, the Kurmi community is classified under the
Other Backward Classes group. The Odisha government also recognises the community under
the Socially and Educationally Backward Classes. The State governments in Jharkhand and
West Bengal have repeatedly recommended the inclusion of this community in the ST list.
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UIDAI SHOWCASES PROOF OF CONCEPT OF NEW
INITIATIVES THAT AIM TO EXPAND AADHAAR USAGE
THROUGH CITIZEN EMPOWERMENT, AT GLOBAL
FINTECH FEST
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

S.
co

Goa,21 September 2022

Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is working on a set of new initiatives to help
residents use Aadhaar voluntarily for availing multiple services of their choice, a move that
would expand usage of Aadhaar and support Ease of Living. A proof of concept of these
initiatives were showcased at the Global Fintech Fest (GFF) held in Mumbai, today. The planned
initiatives leverage three existing Aadhaar components -- Offline KYC Verification, Local Face
Matching and mAadhaar Application to unlock a new user experience.
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The guiding principles of these initiatives are – simplicity in usage for residents, respect for the
privacy of every individual, and empowerment of residents to share information voluntarily to
transact and avail a host of services of their choice, explained Dr. Saurabh Garg, CEO, UIDAI.
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Simplicity is achieved by focusing on residents’ experience and allowing residents to voluntarily
share their Offline KYC information without any connectivity to UIDAI backend and establish
Proof of Presence using mAadhaar application on their own smartphones.This ensures privacy,
as it does not require sharing of the resident’s Aadhaar number. Moreover, Proof of Presence
can be established through local matching on the residents’ own smart-phone. In addition, a
resident has control of sharing only the self-selected KYC fields with the service provider and
business application in a secure manner.
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Voluntary use of Offline KYC with two factor authentication can help residents avail multiple
services at a time. Today, as services across sectors are getting unbundled, choices become
myriad and aspirations of residents to avail seamless services and benefits are growing faster.
UIDAI through Aadhaar, which is a platform for enabling good governance and ease of living, is
continuously working to empower residents.
These proposed features are at the proof of concept stage. UIDAI will undergo a thorough
consultation with all the stake holders including domain experts and general public. These
initiatives will be finalized after due consultation and ensuring compliance with required rules
and protocols. Once finalized, these initiatives will allow residents to harness their own
information voluntarily to avail services. Today’s demonstration at GFF in Mumbai is one such
exercise to generate awareness in the burgeoning Fintech industry aware about latest
developments and to seek their feedback.
Aadhaar saturation is near universal among the adult residents in India, and among the overall
population it has a saturation level of nearly 94%. UIDAI is touching lives of residents more than
7 crore times a day via various authentications. Once implemented the new initiatives will further
expand use of offline authentication and shall support residents in getting services of choice via
voluntary usage of Aadhaar.
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Goa,21 September 2022
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Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is working on a set of new initiatives to help
residents use Aadhaar voluntarily for availing multiple services of their choice, a move that
would expand usage of Aadhaar and support Ease of Living. A proof of concept of these
initiatives were showcased at the Global Fintech Fest (GFF) held in Mumbai, today. The planned
initiatives leverage three existing Aadhaar components -- Offline KYC Verification, Local Face
Matching and mAadhaar Application to unlock a new user experience.
The guiding principles of these initiatives are – simplicity in usage for residents, respect for the
privacy of every individual, and empowerment of residents to share information voluntarily to
transact and avail a host of services of their choice, explained Dr. Saurabh Garg, CEO, UIDAI.
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Simplicity is achieved by focusing on residents’ experience and allowing residents to voluntarily
share their Offline KYC information without any connectivity to UIDAI backend and establish
Proof of Presence using mAadhaar application on their own smartphones.This ensures privacy,
as it does not require sharing of the resident’s Aadhaar number. Moreover, Proof of Presence
can be established through local matching on the residents’ own smart-phone. In addition, a
resident has control of sharing only the self-selected KYC fields with the service provider and
business application in a secure manner.
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Voluntary use of Offline KYC with two factor authentication can help residents avail multiple
services at a time. Today, as services across sectors are getting unbundled, choices become
myriad and aspirations of residents to avail seamless services and benefits are growing faster.
UIDAI through Aadhaar, which is a platform for enabling good governance and ease of living, is
continuously working to empower residents.
These proposed features are at the proof of concept stage. UIDAI will undergo a thorough
consultation with all the stake holders including domain experts and general public. These
initiatives will be finalized after due consultation and ensuring compliance with required rules
and protocols. Once finalized, these initiatives will allow residents to harness their own
information voluntarily to avail services. Today’s demonstration at GFF in Mumbai is one such
exercise to generate awareness in the burgeoning Fintech industry aware about latest
developments and to seek their feedback.
Aadhaar saturation is near universal among the adult residents in India, and among the overall
population it has a saturation level of nearly 94%. UIDAI is touching lives of residents more than
7 crore times a day via various authentications. Once implemented the new initiatives will further
expand use of offline authentication and shall support residents in getting services of choice via
voluntary usage of Aadhaar.
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MANAGING SPORTS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
ADMINISTRATORS AND THE NATIONAL SPORTS CODE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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When sports administrators make news, it is often not for the right reasons. These past few
months, India’s sports administrators have been in the news far too frequently. Rarely does a
day end before one of them is pulled up by the court, another is forced to resign or yet another
stakes claim to a post. In the latest instance, the sports official to hit the headlines has been Anil
Khanna, who resigned on Wednesday as the acting-president of the Indian Olympic Association
(IOA). He had assumed charge after Narinder Batra was forced to quit in July. The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) has made it clear that it would not recognise any acting/interim
president of the IOA. The IOC is not pleased that the long-pending elections to the IOA have not
been held and has even threatened India with serious consequences. The IOC could ban India if
the elections are not held by December. Then, Indian athletes would not be able to represent the
country in events, including the Olympic Games, and India would not be able to receive funds
from the IOC. Only a month ago, the Gokulam Kerala football team found out what happens
when such a ban is enforced. The players had to return from Uzbekistan, where they had gone
to take part in the AFC Women’s Club Championship. That was because the world football
governing body FIFA had banned the All India Football Federation (AIFF).
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The ban has since been lifted and the AIFF has conducted its elections. But there are other
sports, such as hockey and table tennis, that continue to be run by the court-appointed
committees of administrators. The main reason behind the messy state of affairs in India’s
sports administration at the moment is the reluctance of the officials, across sports bodies, to
accept the National Sports Development Code of India, introduced by the central government in
2011. Its intention was noble. By putting a limit to the tenure and age of an administrator, it had
the potential to stop sports federations from remaining as the personal fiefdoms of a few, many
of them politicians. At a time when Indian sport is showing more promise than it ever did before
— the Tokyo Olympics, the Birmingham Commonwealth Games, the Thomas Cup and the
Chess Olympiad have shown that the country has more to offer than just cricket — the
administration needs to get its act together. The incumbents should gracefully make way for new
administrators with fresh ideas and also allow more former international sportspersons in key
administrative posts.
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INDIA, LARGELY A COUNTRY OF IMMIGRANTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Attn Photo Editior: Birbhum: Santhal (Adivasis) woman sitting at the door step of the house at a
vllage near Shantiniketan in Bholpur. Photo : Subir Roy
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If North America is predominantly made up of new immigrants, India is largely a country of old
immigrants, which explains its tremendous diversity. It follows that tolerance and equal respect
for all communities and sects are an absolute imperative if we wish to keep India united. If it was
believed at one time that Dravidians were the original inhabitants of India, that view has since
been considerably modified. Now the generally accepted belief is that the pre-Dravidian
aborigines, that is, the ancestors of the present tribals or Adivasis (Scheduled Tribes), were the
original inhabitants. This is the thesis put forward in a judgment delivered on January 5, 2011 by
a Supreme Court of India Bench comprisingJustice Markandey KatjuandJustice Gyan Sudha
Misra. This historical disquisition came in Criminal Appeal No. 11 of 2011, arising out of Special
Leave Petition No. 10367 of 2010 in Kailas & Others versus State of Maharashtra TR. Taluka
P.S .
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The appeal was filed against a judgment and order passed by the Aurangabad Bench of
Bombay High Court. The Supreme Court Bench saw in the appeal a typical instance of how
many Indians treat the Scheduled Tribes, or Adivasis. The case related to Nandabai, 25,
belonging to the Bhil tribe, a Scheduled Tribe in Maharashtra. She was beaten, kicked and
stripped, and then paraded naked on the village road, over an alleged illicit relationship with a
man from an upper caste. The four accused were convicted by the Additional Sessions Judge,
Ahmednagar, under different Sections of the Indian Penal Code and sentenced to rigorous
imprisonment for six months, one year and three months in three instances and to pay a fine in
each. They were convicted under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for one year and a fine. But the
High Court acquitted them of the charges under the SC/ST Act, while confirming the convictions
under the IPC provisions. Each was directed to pay Rs. 5,000 to the victim.
Excerpts from the Supreme Court judgment (the full text is at www.thehindu.com).
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The Bhils are probably the descendants of some of the original inhabitants of India known as the
‘aborigines' or Scheduled Tribes (Adivasis), who now comprise only about eight per cent of the
population of India. The rest, 92 per cent, consists of descendants of immigrants. Thus India is
broadly a country of immigrants, like North America.
While North America (USA and Canada) has new immigrants who came mainly from Europe
over the last four or five centuries, India is a country of old immigrants in which people have
been coming in over the last ten thousand years or so. Probably about 92 per cent of the people
living in India today are descendants of immigrants, who came mainly from the North-West, and
to a lesser extent from the North-East. Since this is a point of great importance for the
understanding of our country, it is necessary to go into it in some detail.
People migrate from uncomfortable areas to comfortable areas. This is natural because
everyone wants to live in comfort. Before the coming of modern industry there were agricultural
societies everywhere, and India was a paradise for these because agriculture requires level
land, fertile soil, plenty of water for irrigation and so on, which were in abundance in India. Why
should anybody living in India migrate to, say, Afghanistan, which has a harsh terrain, rocky and
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mountainous and covered with snow for several months in a year when one cannot grow any
crop? Hence almost all immigrations and invasions came from outside into India (except those
Indians who were sent out during British rule as indentured labour, and the recent migration of a
few million Indians to the developed countries for job opportunities). There is perhaps not a
single instance of an invasion from India to outside India.
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India was a veritable paradise for pastoral and agricultural societies because it has level and
fertile land, with hundreds of rivers, forests, etc., and is rich in natural resources. Hence for
thousands of years people kept pouring into India because they found a comfortable life here in
a country which was gifted by nature.
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As the great Urdu poet Firaq Gorakhpuri wrote: Sar Zamin-e-hind par aqwaam-e-alam ke firaq/
Kafile guzarte gae Hindustan banta gaya (“In the land of Hind, the caravans of the peoples of
the world kept coming in and India kept getting formed”).
Who were the original inhabitants of India? At one time it was believed that the Dravidians were
the original inhabitants. However, this view has been considerably modified subsequently, and
now the generally accepted belief is that the original inhabitants of India were the pre-Dravidian
aborigines, that is, the ancestors of the present tribals or Adivasis (Scheduled Tribes).
The Cambridge History of India (Volume I), Ancient India , says:
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“It must be remembered, however, that, when the term ‘Dravidian' is thus used ethnographically,
it is nothing more than a convenient label. It must not be assumed that the speakers of the
Dravidian languages are aborigines. In Southern India, as in the North, the same general
distinction exists between the more primitive tribes of the hills and jungles and the civilised
inhabitants of the fertile tracts; and some ethnologists hold that the difference is racial and not
merely the result of culture…
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“It would seem probable, then, that the original speakers of the Dravidian languages were
outsiders, and that the ethnographical Dravidians are a mixed race. In the more habitable
regions the two elements have fused, while representatives of the aborigines are still in the
fastnesses (in hills and forests) to which they retired before the encroachments of the
newcomers. If this view be correct, we must suppose that these aborigines have, in the course
of long ages, lost their ancient languages and adopted those of their conquerors. The process of
linguistic transformation, which may still be observed in other parts of India, would seem to have
been carried out more completely in the South than elsewhere.
“The theory that the Dravidian element is the most ancient which we can discover in the
population of Northern India, must also be modified by what we now know of the Munda
languages, the Indian representatives of the Austric family of speech, and the mixed languages
in which their influence has been traced. Here, according to the evidence now available, it would
seem that the Austric element is the oldest, and that it has been overlaid in different regions by
successive waves of Dravidian and Indo-European on the one hand, and by Tibeto-Chinese on
the other…
“At the same time, there can be little doubt that Dravidian languages were actually flourishing in
the western regions of Northern India at the period when languages of the Indo-European type
were introduced by the Aryan invasions from the north-west. Dravidian characteristics have
been traced alike in Vedic and Classical Sanskrit, in the Prakrits, or early popular dialects, and in
the modern vernaculars derived from them. The linguistic strata would thus appear to be
arranged in the order-Austric, Dravidian, Indo-European.
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“There is good ground, then, for supposing that, before the coming of the Indo-Aryans speakers
the Dravidian languages predominated both in Northern and in Southern India; but, as we have
seen, older elements are discoverable in the populations of both regions, and therefore the
assumption that the Dravidians are aboriginal is no longer tenable. Is there any evidence to
show whence they came into India?
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“No theory of their origin can be maintained which does not account for the existence of Brahui,
the large island of Dravidian speech in the mountainous regions of distant Baluchistan which lie
near the western routes into India. Is Brahui a surviving trace of the immigration of Dravidianspeaking peoples into India from the West? Or does it mark the limits of an overflow form India
into Baluchistan? Both theories have been held; but as all the great movements of peoples have
been into India and not out of India, and as a remote mountainous district may be expected to
retain the survivals of ancient races while it is not likely to have been colonised, the former view
would a priori seem to be by far the more probable.”
Thus the generally accepted view now is that the original inhabitants of India were not the
Dravidians but the pre-Dravidian Munda aborigines whose descendants now live in parts of
Chotanagpur (Jharkhand), Chhattisgarh, Orissa, West Bengal, etc., the Todas of the Nilgiris in
Tamil Nadu, the tribals in the Andaman Islands, the Adivasis in various parts of India (especially
in the forests and hills), for example the Gonds, Santhals, Bhils, etc.
These facts lend support to the view that about 92 per cent of the people living in India are
descendants of immigrants (though more research is required).
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It is for this reason that there is such tremendous diversity in India. This diversity is a significant
feature of our country, and the only way to explain it is to accept that India is largely a country of
immigrants.

ac
k

There are a large number of religions, castes, languages, ethnic groups, cultures etc., in our
country, which is due to the fact that India is a country of immigrants. Somebody is tall,
somebody is short, some are dark, some are fair complexioned, with all kinds of shades in
between, someone has Caucasian features, someone has Mongoloid features, someone has
Negroid features, etc. There are differences in dress, food habits and various other matters.
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We may compare India with China, which is larger both in population and in land area than
India. China has a population of about 1.3 billion whereas our population is roughly 1.1 billion.
Also, China has more than twice our land area. However, all Chinese have Mongoloid features;
they have a common written script (Mandarin Chinese), and 95 per cent of them belong to one
ethnic group, called the Han Chinese. Hence there is a broad (though not absolute)
homogeneity in China.
On the other hand, India has tremendous diversity and this is due to the large-scale migrations
and invasions into India over thousands of years. The various immigrants/invaders who came
into India brought with them their different cultures, languages, religions, etc., which accounts for
the tremendous diversity in India.
Since India is a country of great diversity, it is absolutely essential if we wish to keep our country
united to have tolerance and equal respect for all communities and sects. It was due to the
wisdom of our founding fathers that we have a Constitution which is secular in character, and
which caters to the tremendous diversity in our country.
Thus it is the Constitution of India which is keeping us together despite all our tremendous
diversity, because the Constitution gives equal respect to all communities, sects, lingual and
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ethnic groups, etc. The Constitution guarantees to all citizens freedom of speech (Article 19),
freedom of religion (Article 25), equality (Articles 14 to 17), liberty (Article 21), etc.
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However, giving formal equality to all groups or communities in India would not result in genuine
equality. The historically disadvantaged groups must be given special protection and help so
that they can be uplifted from their poverty and low social status. It is for this reason that special
provisions have been made in our Constitution in Articles 15(4), 15(5), 16(4), 16(4A), 46, etc., for
the uplift of these groups. Among these disadvantaged groups, the most disadvantaged and
marginalised in India are the Adivasis (STs), who, as already mentioned, are the descendants of
the original inhabitants of India, and are the most marginalised and living in terrible poverty with
high rates of illiteracy, disease, early mortality etc. Their plight has been described by this Court
in Samatha vs. State of Andhra Pradesh and Ors . (AIR 1997 SC 3297, Para 12 to 15). Hence, it
is the duty of all people who love our country to see that no harm is done to the Scheduled
Tribes and that they are given all help to bring them up in their economic and social status, since
they have been victimised for thousands of years by terrible oppression and atrocities. The
mentality of our countrymen towards these tribals must change, and they must be given the
respect they deserve as the original inhabitants of India.
The bravery of the Bhils was accepted by that great Indian warrior Rana Pratap, who held a high
opinion of Bhils as part of his army.
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The injustice done to the tribal people of India is a shameful chapter in our country's history. The
tribals were called ‘rakshas' (demons), ‘asuras', and what not. They were slaughtered in large
numbers, and the survivors and their descendants were degraded, humiliated, and all kinds of
atrocities inflicted on them for centuries. They were deprived of their lands, and pushed into
forests and hills where they eke out a miserable existence of poverty, illiteracy, disease, etc. And
now efforts are being made by some people to deprive them even of their forest and hill land
where they are living, and the forest produce on which they survive.
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The well-known example of injustice to tribals is the story of Eklavya in the Adiparva of the
Mahabharata. Eklavya wanted to learn archery, but Dronacharya refused to teach him,
regarding him as lowborn. Eklavya then built a statue of Dronacharya and practised archery
before the statue. He would have perhaps become a better archer than Arjun, but since Arjun
was Dronacharya's favourite pupil Dronacharya told Eklavya to cut off his right thumb and give it
to him as guru dakshina (gift to the teacher given traditionally by the student after his study is
complete). In his simplicity Eklavya did what he was told.
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This was a shameful act on the part of Dronacharya. He had not even taught Eklavya, so what
right had he to demand guru dakshina , and that too of the right thumb of Eklavya so that the
latter may not become a better archer than his favourite pupil Arjun?
Despite this horrible oppression on them, the tribals of India have generally (though not
invariably) retained a higher level of ethics than the non-tribals. They normally do not cheat or
tell lies, or commit other misdeeds, which many non-tribals do. They are generally superior in
character to non-tribals.
It is time now to undo the historical injustice to them.
Instances like the one with which we are concerned in this case deserve total condemnation and
harsh punishment.
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IN ODISHA’S NAYAGARH, A DATA-DRIVEN SOLUTION
TO CHILD MARRIAGE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Nayagarh in Odisha is recording information on all adolescent girls in the district.Nagara Gopal
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With the aim of eradicating child marriage, Nayagarh, a tiny Odisha district, has adopted a
unique initiative by scrupulously recording information on all adolescent girls in the district.
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From birth registration date to Aadhaar number, from family details to skill training, information of
48,642 adolescent girls can be found in registers named Aliva.
Nayagarh, with a population of 9,62,789, has a skewed sex ratio at 855. Child marriages in
isolated locations of the district are still considered a part of their social life.
Observing that child marriages are solemnised in the age group of 14-19 and dropouts among
girls’ students continued to be high, the district administration launched the Aliva programme in
January this year. Anganwadi workers had been asked to identify every adolescent girl in their
jurisdiction and keep tabs on them. There are 1,584 registers available in 1,584 Anganwadi
centres of the district.
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The 100-page register maintains a record of the girl, along with the name of her father. From the
third page onwards, each page contains data of the adolescent girl, including address, education
status, birth registration date, Aadhaar Card Number, contact details and family details. The age
of the girl is approved by the local school headmaster, father, supervisor and child marriage
prohibition officer (CMPO).
Towards the end of the register, information about child marriage, educational progress, skill
training status and health issues of the adolescent girls is available. Nayagarh district has
decided to maintain the record for a period of 10 years — 2020 to 2030. As per Odisha’s child
marriage prevention strategy, the State aims to eradicate child marriage by 2030.
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The register has been useful for law enforcement agencies, as parents attempt to lie about the
age of their girls to escape punishment. “When tipped off about child marriages, district
administration and the police these days refer to registers for ascertaining proof of girls’ age,”
said Ipsita Agarwal, district coordinator of ActionAid, a non-government organisation, which
works closely with district administration to prevent child marriages.
Though different districts have come up with other innovative ideas, the Aliva registers are by far
the most comprehensive ones that keep tabs on girls’ lives. Ganjam district is maintaining
register of every marriage to prevent child marriages.
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OPERATION MEGH CHAKRA: 50 UNDER CBI SCANNER
OVER CHILD PORNOGRAPHY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on Saturday conducted searches at 59 locations
across 20 States and one Union Territory, as part of a pan-India drive against the circulation and
sharing of child sexual abuse material. The operation code-named “Megh Chakra” was carried
out following the inputs received from the Interpol’s Singapore special unit based on the
information received from the authorities in New Zealand.
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The CBI has registered two cases alleging that a large number of Indian nationals were involved
in the online circulation, downloading and transmission of such material using cloud-based
storage. Over 50 persons have come under the scanner.
The searches were carried out in Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa, Karnataka, Telangana and Tamil
Nadu. The agency seized electronic devices belonging to the suspects.
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A preliminary scrutiny of the devices using cyberforensic tools allegedly revealed that a huge
quantity of child pornography material was stored in them. “The suspects are being questioned
to identify the victims and the abusers,” said an official, adding that the operation was one of the
CBI-led global operations in recent times for a prompt response to online child sexual
exploitation cases with international linkages.
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The official said the operation sought to collate information from various law enforcement
agencies in India, engage with the relevant law enforcement agencies globally and coordinate
closely through the Interpol channels on the issue.
Last November, the agency had launched a similar exercise code-named “Operation Carbon”,
searching the premises of suspects in 13 States and one Union Territory.
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The previous operation was conducted at 76 locations. The persons named in the FIRs were
booked under the relevant provisions of the IPC and the Information Technology Act, for
allegedly being part of the syndicates that uploaded, circulated, sold and viewed such material.
The CBI had later decided to send requests to several countries for sharing and gathering
information under the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties (MLATs) on those involved in the racket.
The probe had led to the identification of over 50 groups with more than 5,000 offenders
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OBCS NOT ON CENTRAL LIST CAN APPLY UNDER
EWS FOR UNION GOVERNMENT POSTS: DOPT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies
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People belonging to Other Backward Classes (OBC) communities in the State list but not in the
Central list will be eligible to apply for posts and services of the Government of India under the
EWS quota criteria, provided they fulfill all other requirements, the Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) has said in a list of FAQs it has put out on how to recruit under the 10%
reservation provided for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS).
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The DoPT issued the list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and the answers to them after it
received several references from Ministries, departments and individuals with regards to the
criteria to qualify for the EWS quota.
This comes at a time a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court is hearing a batch of petitions
challenging the constitutionality of the EWS quota and has repeatedly voiced concerns of it
eating into the 50% for the unreserved category — meant to be open for all irrespective of their
caste, creed, or religion.

Unfilled vacancies

IA

In addition to this, the DoPT, in the list of FAQs issued to States and Union Territories last week,
added that members of the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes will not be eligible to apply
for Central government positions irrespective of where they reside (even if the State of residence
does not recognise their community as an SC or ST).
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Further, the DoPT has clarified that unfilled EWS vacancies for a particular recruitment year
cannot be carried over to the next and that successive attempts to fill these vacancies with EWS
candidates should be made. “Thereafter, the unfilled vacancies may be filled up, treating them
as unreserved provided it does not result in excess representation in the general category
beyond the number added on account of non-availability of EWS candidate,” the DoPT said.
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The DoPT said the SC/ST members will not be eligible to apply for Central government posts
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THERE IS A LACK OF QUALITY ENGINEERING
EDUCATION IN INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Union Ministry of Education released the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF)
rankings of 2022 in July. An analysis of the top 200 institutes of technology and engineering
colleges presents a disquieting picture. The best institute in the category scored 90.04%. But the
50th best scored only 50.11%; the 100th best institute scored a mere 40.14%; and the one
ranked 200th scored as little as 33.7%. One can imagine the situation of the remaining 1,049
institutions that applied but got no rank. And how terrible must be the situation in the
approximately 4,500 institutions which did not even apply for the ranking?
These top-ranking institutions accommodate about 30,000 students as against the 11 lakh-12
lakh who register for the JEE Main exam. The odds to get a seat in one of the top 100
institutions are as low as 2.73%. Only 0.9% make it to one of the top 10 institutions.
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Meanwhile, during the peak of the placement season, we keep seeing news about engineering
graduates bagging job offers worth lakhs of rupees. Liberally embellished with encomiums like
‘hard work pays’ and ‘institutions matter’, these stories both entice prospective students and
justify increasing fees. They rarely clarify that the reported packages are the rupee equivalent of
U.S. salaries in dollars with no regard for the cost of living or for purchasing power parity. Those
who get such placements know well that by U.S. standards, these salaries could only be
regarded as decent.
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They also know that their take-home salaries are only a fraction of what is mentioned in the
headlines. A major proportion may comprise a sign-on bonus, a relocation allowance, restricted
stock units (RSUs), and employee stock options plans (ESOPs). RSUs alone could constitute
around 30% of the annual package but are typically paid over four years, with only 5% and 15%
paid in the first and the second year, respectively. What appeared to be 30 lakh would turn out
to be only 1.5 lakh in the first year. Sign-on bonus is rarely paid upfront; instead, it is usually
disbursed over about 24 months. The base salary component is only a fraction of the total
package.
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Placement headlines also rarely reveal that such offers are rare, limited to only a minuscule
number of graduates, and are generally confined to international placements, mostly in the
Information Technology sector. Of the about 30,000 students graduating from premier
technology institutions, not more than 100 bag such offers.
But who bothers about such details? Most parents dream of 1 crore plus placements for their
children, unmindful of the immense stress that they put their young ones through. This triggers a
mindless rat race to get students into institutions of national importance. Students chase quality
institutions, which, to them, are those that offer an assured placement, preferably with a dream
package.
This, coupled with the scarcity of seats, makes a fertile ground for commerce to capitalise on.
Coaching for entrance tests now commences from Class 9, if not earlier. Children are often
forced to take time off from their studies to focus on admissions. In the process, they are robbed
of their ambitions and passions. They are forced to realise the dream that their parents and
peers have seen for them and become doctors and engineers — not as much to serve society
as to make big money. Dejection on the one hand and persistent peer pressure on the other
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cause anxiety, depression and even gives birth to suicidal tendencies.
But does this mean that India has a severe capacity constraint in engineering and technological
higher education? Official data tell otherwise. The All-India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) has already approved an adequate number of institutions in engineering and
technology to admit at least 23.67 lakh students. That is twice the number of aspirants for
engineering education. There is, thus, neither a scarcity of seats nor capacity constraints. The
nation is, in fact, staring at a dearth of institutions offering quality engineering education at an
affordable cost. In business parlance, that is the ability to deliver value for money.
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A quick review of the data reveals that the task is daunting. AICTE has so far approved 5,926
institutions to offer programmes in engineering and technology. Of these only 1,249 (21.07%)
came forward to get ranked under the NIRF in 2022. India probably doesn’t need more
institutions. The scope of enhancing the intake in the existing quality institutions also appears
limited. What is needed is improvement in the overall quality of technical higher education
across the board.
The youth are aspirational. Monetary rewards are a major attraction. But that does not mean that
they are not orientated towards national development. Headline placements serve the purpose
of sustaining such motivations. It is now for the nation to mitigate the widening gap between the
best and the rest, and ensure equality of opportunity in access to quality technical higher
education.
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Ayalur K. Bakthavatsalam is a HAG Professor at NIT Trichy and had earlier served as Dean at
NIT Trichy. Views are personal; Furqan Qamar is Professor at the Faculty of Management
Studies in Jamia Millia Islamia and a former Adviser for Education in the Planning Commission.
Views are personal
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IEC CAMPAIGN ON FORTIFIED RICE IN TRIBAL AREAS
IN FIVE STATES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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In order to popularise and create awareness about the benefit of Fortified Rice specially in Tribal
Areas of the country, the Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) and States
governments of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Telangana
Rajasthan, Kerala organized workshops and seminars in the tribal belts and districts that have
populations that are vulnerable to Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Anemia.
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In Gujarat, the State Government organized a workshop in Meril Academy, Vapi on September
9, 2022. Following this, workshops were organized at Nanurbar (Maharashtra) on 13.09.2022,
Nashik (Maharashtra) on 14.09.2022, Kanker (Chattisgarh) on 15.09.2022, Jamshedpur
(Jharkhand) on 16.09.2022, Barwani (M.P.) on 20.09.2022, Mandla (M.P) on 22.09.2022 and
Shahdol (M.P.) on 24.09.2022 in association with DFPD, Development Partners and FCI where
Minister of State Governments, Collectors, DMs, Technical experts, Local experts, Doctors, Civil
Surgeons, NGOs, Fair price Shop dealers, Sarpanch, Leaders of Tribal areas, Officials of Civil
supply, Health, ICDS, Development partners and experts attended the programme.

@KanuDesai180

.@fooddeptgoi @PIBConsumerFood pic.twitter.com/CXJworkG4k

Prominent among the experts who addressed the concerns of the people were -Dr S. Nair, Dr.
H. Gandhi, MS University, Vadodara, Dr. K. Yadav, Dr. T. Achary, AIIMS, New Delhi, Dr.
Raghvendra Singh, MAMC, New Delhi, Dr N. Tayade, PDM Medical College, Amravati, Dr
N.Bawa, Nandurbar, Dr. R. Mainde, NetProFan, Nagpur, Dr. M. Ruikar, AIIMS, Raipur, Dr. S.
Aggarwal, Dept of Health, Chhattisgarh, Dr. U. Joshi, DG, Sickle Cell Institute, Chhattisgarh, Dr.
B.Sahu, Dr. K. Singh, Dr. S.K. Makram, Scientist, Krishi Vikash Kendra, Indira Gandhi Krishi
Vishwavidyala, Kanker, Dr. D. Kumar, Astt. Professor, RIMS, Ranchi, Dr. A. Chatterjee and Dr.
D. Pandey, AIIMS, Bhopal. The experts made presentations on fortified staples and its effect on
Hemoglobinopathies such as Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Anemia.
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Fortifying rice makes it more nutritious by adding vitamins and minerals in the post-harvest
phase; many of which are lost during the milling and polishing process
A workshop was organized in #Nandurbar district today, to spread awareness about health
benefits of fortified rice pic.twitter.com/SsEHG8gSYJ
The presentations were followed by panel discussions, Q&A sessions by technical experts and
officials from D/o Food & PD and FCI.
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The experts highlighted the benefits of fortified rice for the public and addressed their concerns
and misgivings of the people and local media.
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Fortification is the process of adding Fortified Rice Kernels (FRK), containing FSSAI prescribed
micronutrients (Iron, Folic Acid, Vitamin B12) to normal Rice (Custom Milled Rice) in the ratio of
1:100 (Mixing 1 Kg of FRK with 100 Kg custom milled rice). Fortified rice is nearly identical to
traditional rice in aroma, taste, and texture. This process is done in the rice mills at the time of
milling of rice.

Rice fortification ecosystem has been enhanced significantly on boarding rice millers, FRK
manufacturers, industries and other stakeholders for production and supply of fortified rice to
meet the target requirement. There are more than 9000 rice mills in the country which have
installed blending infrastructure for production of fortified rice and their cumulative monthly
production capacity is around 60 LMT which is increased by more than 4 times since last year.
Workshop on benefits of #FortifiedRice in Nashik, Maharashtra
Aim to sensitize population vulnerable to Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Anaemia
#PoshanMaah2022 #HealthForAll pic.twitter.com/HdxJDo8134
Fortification of rice is found to be a cost-effective and complementary strategy to increase
vitamin and mineral content in diets with low turnaround time (TAT) and a step towards
nutritional security and helps in fighting anemia and malnutrition in the country. This strategy is
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implemented in many parts of the world.
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In order to popularise and create awareness about the benefit of Fortified Rice specially in Tribal
Areas of the country, the Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) and States
governments of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Telangana
Rajasthan, Kerala organized workshops and seminars in the tribal belts and districts that have
populations that are vulnerable to Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Anemia.
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In Gujarat, the State Government organized a workshop in Meril Academy, Vapi on September
9, 2022. Following this, workshops were organized at Nanurbar (Maharashtra) on 13.09.2022,
Nashik (Maharashtra) on 14.09.2022, Kanker (Chattisgarh) on 15.09.2022, Jamshedpur
(Jharkhand) on 16.09.2022, Barwani (M.P.) on 20.09.2022, Mandla (M.P) on 22.09.2022 and
Shahdol (M.P.) on 24.09.2022 in association with DFPD, Development Partners and FCI where
Minister of State Governments, Collectors, DMs, Technical experts, Local experts, Doctors, Civil
Surgeons, NGOs, Fair price Shop dealers, Sarpanch, Leaders of Tribal areas, Officials of Civil
supply, Health, ICDS, Development partners and experts attended the programme.

@KanuDesai180

.@fooddeptgoi @PIBConsumerFood pic.twitter.com/CXJworkG4k

Prominent among the experts who addressed the concerns of the people were -Dr S. Nair, Dr.
H. Gandhi, MS University, Vadodara, Dr. K. Yadav, Dr. T. Achary, AIIMS, New Delhi, Dr.
Raghvendra Singh, MAMC, New Delhi, Dr N. Tayade, PDM Medical College, Amravati, Dr
N.Bawa, Nandurbar, Dr. R. Mainde, NetProFan, Nagpur, Dr. M. Ruikar, AIIMS, Raipur, Dr. S.
Aggarwal, Dept of Health, Chhattisgarh, Dr. U. Joshi, DG, Sickle Cell Institute, Chhattisgarh, Dr.
B.Sahu, Dr. K. Singh, Dr. S.K. Makram, Scientist, Krishi Vikash Kendra, Indira Gandhi Krishi
Vishwavidyala, Kanker, Dr. D. Kumar, Astt. Professor, RIMS, Ranchi, Dr. A. Chatterjee and Dr.
D. Pandey, AIIMS, Bhopal. The experts made presentations on fortified staples and its effect on
Hemoglobinopathies such as Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Anemia.
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Fortifying rice makes it more nutritious by adding vitamins and minerals in the post-harvest
phase; many of which are lost during the milling and polishing process
A workshop was organized in #Nandurbar district today, to spread awareness about health
benefits of fortified rice pic.twitter.com/SsEHG8gSYJ
The presentations were followed by panel discussions, Q&A sessions by technical experts and
officials from D/o Food & PD and FCI.
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The experts highlighted the benefits of fortified rice for the public and addressed their concerns
and misgivings of the people and local media.
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Fortification is the process of adding Fortified Rice Kernels (FRK), containing FSSAI prescribed
micronutrients (Iron, Folic Acid, Vitamin B12) to normal Rice (Custom Milled Rice) in the ratio of
1:100 (Mixing 1 Kg of FRK with 100 Kg custom milled rice). Fortified rice is nearly identical to
traditional rice in aroma, taste, and texture. This process is done in the rice mills at the time of
milling of rice.

Rice fortification ecosystem has been enhanced significantly on boarding rice millers, FRK
manufacturers, industries and other stakeholders for production and supply of fortified rice to
meet the target requirement. There are more than 9000 rice mills in the country which have
installed blending infrastructure for production of fortified rice and their cumulative monthly
production capacity is around 60 LMT which is increased by more than 4 times since last year.
Workshop on benefits of #FortifiedRice in Nashik, Maharashtra
Aim to sensitize population vulnerable to Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Anaemia
#PoshanMaah2022 #HealthForAll pic.twitter.com/HdxJDo8134
Fortification of rice is found to be a cost-effective and complementary strategy to increase
vitamin and mineral content in diets with low turnaround time (TAT) and a step towards
nutritional security and helps in fighting anemia and malnutrition in the country. This strategy is
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MINISTER OF YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS SHRI
ANURAG SINGH THAKUR TO LAUNCH NATIONWIDE
MONTH-LONG CLEAN INDIA 2.0 PROGRAMME FROM
1ST OCTOBER 2022
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Department of Youth Affairs of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (Government of
India) will launch a month-long nationwide Clean India 2.0 from 1st -31st October, 2022 after the
successful campaign of last year. The programme is being organised in all the villages across
the country through the network of Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), affiliated Youth
Clubs & National Service Scheme Affiliated Institutions.
Briefing media persons in New Delhi today, Secretary, Youth Affairs Shri Sanjay Kumar
informed that Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Shri Anurag Singh Thakur will launch the
Clean India 2.0 from 1st Oct. 2022 with an aim to clean waste, mainly single use plastic and
create awareness.
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The Secretary further informed that after the success of last year’s Clean India drive, this year 1
crore kg waste (plastic, e-waste and other waste) will be collected and disposed off with the
support and voluntary participation of citizens. Hotspots for waste collection will be Tourist
Places, Educational Institutes, Bus Stand/Railway Stations and the vicinity, National Highways,
Historical and heritage buildings, religious places & surroundings, Hospitals and Water
Resource etc.
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The Secretary further added that taking forward the Prime Minister’s message of 5 resolves
(Panch Pran) for Amrit Kaal and in continuation of the celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav,
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) Deptt. of Youth Affairs, Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports is undertaking “Clean India 2.0”. The objectives of the programme are to organize
cleaning of public spaces and households across all the districts of the country from 01st
October to 31st October 2022, involve all segments of society, Government organizations
including PRIs and Non- Government Organizations/Civil Society Organisations to instill
awareness and feeling of pride among citizens to keep their surroundings clean and waste free.
Along with this, the campaign will give the mantra of “Swachch Kaal: Amrit Kaal” and make this
program a People’s Movement through Jan Bhagidari.
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The Department of Youth Affairs of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (Government of
India) will launch a month-long nationwide Clean India 2.0 from 1st -31st October, 2022 after the
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successful campaign of last year. The programme is being organised in all the villages across
the country through the network of Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), affiliated Youth
Clubs & National Service Scheme Affiliated Institutions.
Briefing media persons in New Delhi today, Secretary, Youth Affairs Shri Sanjay Kumar
informed that Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Shri Anurag Singh Thakur will launch the
Clean India 2.0 from 1st Oct. 2022 with an aim to clean waste, mainly single use plastic and
create awareness.
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The Secretary further informed that after the success of last year’s Clean India drive, this year 1
crore kg waste (plastic, e-waste and other waste) will be collected and disposed off with the
support and voluntary participation of citizens. Hotspots for waste collection will be Tourist
Places, Educational Institutes, Bus Stand/Railway Stations and the vicinity, National Highways,
Historical and heritage buildings, religious places & surroundings, Hospitals and Water
Resource etc.
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The Secretary further added that taking forward the Prime Minister’s message of 5 resolves
(Panch Pran) for Amrit Kaal and in continuation of the celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav,
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) Deptt. of Youth Affairs, Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports is undertaking “Clean India 2.0”. The objectives of the programme are to organize
cleaning of public spaces and households across all the districts of the country from 01st
October to 31st October 2022, involve all segments of society, Government organizations
including PRIs and Non- Government Organizations/Civil Society Organisations to instill
awareness and feeling of pride among citizens to keep their surroundings clean and waste free.
Along with this, the campaign will give the mantra of “Swachch Kaal: Amrit Kaal” and make this
program a People’s Movement through Jan Bhagidari.
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

File photo of Puducherry Chief Minister N. Rangasamy administering polio drops to a child
during the Pulse Polio immunisation drive held in February 2022 | Photo Credit: Kumar SS/The
Hindu
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The story so far: Earlier in September, New York declared a State disaster emergency after
poliovirus was discovered in wastewater samples from three counties. Traces of poliovirus were
also found in sewage water in London in June 2022. In India, vaccine-derived poliovirus (VDPV)
was detected in the environmental surveillance of sewage samples from Kolkata this year,
although the Health Ministry said that such an incident can occur in any country where oral polio
vaccines (OPVs) are given. The Ministry also added that the last time such a VDPV was
detected was in New Delhi in 2018.
The U.S. has now been put on a list of 30 countries, prepared by the Global Polio Eradication
Drive, where either imported wild or vaccine-derived poliovirus, or circulating vaccine-derived
poliovirus (cVDPV) has been identified. The list also includes Israel, Ukraine, Nigeria and Egypt,
among many others. Afghanistan and Pakistan are the two countries where polio remains
endemic, and hence do not find mention on the outbreak list.
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Poliomyelitis, commonly called polio, is a highly infectious viral disease that can leave patients
disabled, and in some cases, even prove fatal. The virus enters the nervous system and can
cause total paralysis in just a few hours.
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Initial symptoms of the infection include fever, fatigue, headache, vomiting, stiffness of the neck
and pain in the limbs. According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), one in 200 infections
leads to irreversible paralysis, usually in the legs. Among these, 5-10% die when breathing
muscles are affected and immobilised.
There is no known cure for polio. It can only be prevented by way of vaccination.
Wild poliovirus (WPV) has three known strains – types 1, 2, and 3 – each with a slight difference
in structure. Immunity to one type does not guarantee immunity to others.
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According to the Global Polio Eradication Drive, only type 1 of wild poliovirus remains in
circulation. Type 2 was declared eradicated in September 2015, last being detected in India in
1999. Type 3 wild poliovirus was declared eradicated in October 2019.
The polio virus is most commonly spread through the faecal-oral route. It can also spread
through contaminated water or food. The virus multiplies in the host’s intestines.
Most polio cases are recorded in children under five years of age, but all unvaccinated people
can contract the disease.
Currently, there are two types of vaccines available against poliomyelitis – oral poliovirus
vaccine (OPV) and inactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV).
IPV was developed in 1955 by virologist Dr Jonas Salk. It consists of inactivated (killed)
poliovirus strains of all three types. The vaccine is administered through an intramuscular or
intradermal injection. It produces antibodies in the blood against all three types of the poliovirus.
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OPV uses a weakened (also called attenuated) form of poliovirus, which can either be one strain
or a combination, to enable the vaccinated individual to build immunity against the virus.
According to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, the attenuated viruses are able to replicate in
the intestines but are “around 10,000 times less able to enter the central nervous system than
the wild virus”.
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Since OPVs are administered orally, they are more suitable for mass vaccination campaigns
than IPVs that must be administered by qualified health workers. Although both modes of
vaccination are safe, the live attenuated virus in OPV can cause paralysis in extremely rare
cases. IPV, on the other hand, induces a very low level of immunity in the intestine. In such a
case, if an IPV vaccinated person is infected with wild poliovirus, the virus can still multiple
inside their intestines and be shed in the faeces, risking continued circulation.
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In some seriously under-immunised communities, the excreted vaccine virus can continue to
circulate for a longer time period, with a possibility of undergoing genetic changes. In rare
instances, it can mutate into a form that can paralyse people. This is known as cVDPV – the
form of virus that put the U.S. on the outbreak list.
According to WHO, it takes a long time for cVDPV to occur. Generally, the strain is believed to
be in circulation in an under or unimmunised community for at least a year.
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India committed itself to WHO’s goal of global polio eradication in 1988. The Government
launched the National Immunisation Day (NID), commonly called the Pulse Polio immunisation
programme in 1995, aiming to administer polio drops to all children in the 0-5 years age group.
Additionally, Sub-National Immunisation Days are also conducted every year in high-risk areas.
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The last polio case in the country was reported from West Bengal’s Howrah district in January
2011. On February 24, 2012, WHO removed India from its list of endemic countries with active
poliovirus transmission. India, along with 10 other countries in the WHO South-East Asia region,
was certified polio-free on March 27, 2014.
India’s proximity to polio-endemic countries Pakistan and Afghanistan, and possible gaps in
vaccination in the past two years due to Covid-19 are causes for concern. However, according
to WHO, there is “no evidence of VDPVs circulating in the community”.

cr

In a report outlining the investigation of the Kolkata sewage water sample, WHO said that India’s
acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) surveillance, along with routine immunisation and NIDs, meets the
recommended global standards. Environmental Surveillance (ES), which involves regular
collection of sewage water to check for poliovirus in faecal matter, supplements the AFP.
“Genetic sequencing of this isolate (Kolkata sample) established that it was not related to any of
the previously identified VDPV1 viruses and was likely to be iVDPV (excreted from an immunedeficient individual),” WHO said.
In 2021, India had also announced that people returning to the country from Afghanistan would
be vaccinated against polio as a preventive measure.
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