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PRESIDENT TO PRESENT SWACHH SURVEKSHAN
AWARD TODAY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Our code of editorial values

S.
co

m

The Union government’s annual awards for the cleanest cities would be handed out by
President Droupadi Murmu on Saturday, the Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The Swachh Survekshan 2022, or cleanliness survey that is part of the
Swachh Bharat Mission, covered 100% of municipal wards for sampling this time—a first—as
opposed to 40% in previous years, the Ministry said. Over 160 awards across various categories
would be presented, it said. The seventh edition has become the world’s largest urban
cleanliness survey with 4,355 cities participating, the Ministry said.
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UGC NORMS FOR ENGAGING FIELD EXPERTS AT
INSTITUTIONS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The University Grants Commission has issued guidelines for engaging “Professors of Practice”,
or distinguished experts from different fields at institutions of higher education who need not
have an educational qualification and maybe paid through corporate sponsorship or an
honorarium.
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Experts who have made “remarkable contribution” in fields such as engineering, science, social
sciences, among others and with an experience of at least 15 years will be eligible. They will be
exempted from the requirement of publications and other criteria stipulated for recruitment of
faculty members. However, they should possess skills in developing and designing curriculum,
carry out joint research project or consultancy services.
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PLAYTIME: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE 36TH
NATIONAL GAMES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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In an initiative to use the power of sports to reach out to people of a poll-bound State, the
Gujarat government volunteered to host the 36th National Games across six cities —
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, Vadodara, Surat, Bhavnagar and Rajkot — in a short time. The fact
that other States took years to prepare and the Goa edition was cancelled after several
postponements revealed the enormous challenge that Gujarat had to deal with in organising this
large-scale event. Odisha had set a new benchmark by organising the 2017 Asian Athletics
Championships in three months and Gujarat equalled the feat by staging a multi-sport event in a
similar time frame. With the same party — the Bharatiya Janata Party — ruling in the State and
the Centre, the cooperation was smooth in the run-up to the event, which was last held in Kerala
seven years ago. The Narendra Modi Stadium — the biggest cricket venue seating over a lakh
— staged the Games’ spectacular opening ceremony at Ahmedabad. A show of light and sound,
it showcased Gujarat’s rich cultural heritage and blended with it the country’s technological
advancement. It was reflected in the use of eye-catching augmented reality technology by
Doordarshan during the live coverage of the inaugural extravaganza.
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For the Games, involving 8,000-plus athletes from 36 teams in 35 sporting categories, Gujarat
used its existing infrastructure instead of building new venues that often turn out to be white
elephants. It converted some international standard expo centres into indoor sports facilities.
Instead of building a Games Village, it used hotels to provide accommodation to the athletes and
ensured business to the State’s hotel industry. The Games, which began as the Indian Olympic
Games in Lahore in 1924 before being rechristened as the National Games after Independence,
stays relevant in its 98th year by providing young athletes an opportunity to get a feel of a multidiscipline Games and compete with world-class athletes such as Mirabai Chanu, Shiva Thapa
and Avinash Sable before they step on to the international platform. For Gujarat, organising the
Games was in sync with the State’s ambition to host the Olympics in future. The efforts to set up
the Swarnim Gujarat Sports University in Vadodara, encouraging the use of technology in sports
and promoting skill development through sports are steps in this direction. Inaugurating the 2022
Gujarat edition, Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared his Government’s intention to use the
soft power of sports for the country’s overall development while for the athletes, the National
Games offers a stepping stone to greater progress.
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NO DISCRIMINATION: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
SUPREME COURT’S ABORTION RULING
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Supreme Court’s ruling holding that single and unmarried women have the same right to a
medically safe abortion as married women is a necessary intervention to set right an anomaly
between the letter of the law and its practice. Anchored on the equality clause in the
Constitution, as well as on the right to dignity, privacy and bodily autonomy of women, the Court
has ruled that there is no rationale for excluding single or unmarried women from the categories
of women who could seek abortion care after the completion of 20 weeks of pregnancy, but
before 24 weeks. The Delhi High Court had declined to allow the termination of the pregnancy of
a 25-year-old woman who was in a consensual relationship, but did not want to carry the
pregnancy to term after her partner declined to marry her. The reason cited was that being
unmarried, and the pregnancy having occurred consensually, she was not eligible for the benefit
of the amendment under the rules. The High Court took a technical view, as Rule 3B, which
listed the women eligible for termination of pregnancy — such as rape survivors, minors, those
with physical disabilities and mental illness — did not explicitly include single women who had
become pregnant in a consensual relationship.
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However, the Court has given a purposive meaning to the rules. “Change in marital status” as
one of the reasons for which abortion during the extended upper limit of 24 weeks is permissible.
As the rationale here is a possible change in the woman’s material circumstances, the Court has
ruled that even abandonment by the partner could constitute a change in circumstances that
could impact an earlier decision to carry on with the pregnancy. The legislature has allowed
abortions up to the 24th week of pregnancy, if two registered medical practitioners are of the
opinion that continuing the pregnancy would involve a risk to the woman’s life or cause grave
injury to her health. Here too, the Court has taken a purposive view, laying down that an
unwanted pregnancy affects a woman’s physical and mental health, rendering it quite important
that she alone should decide on whether to undergo an abortion. On a question that did not
directly arise in this case, the Court has said rape survivors who may legally seek an abortion in
the extended period will also include survivors of marital rape. This judicial view may prevent
questions being raised as to whether pregnancy caused by marital rape, which is not a crime,
could also be terminated under this rule. At a time when unsafe abortions remain a major cause
of maternal mortality, it is a significant verdict that advances the cause of safe abortion services.
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INDORE BAGS CLEANEST CITY AWARD FOR SIXTH
YEAR, M.P. RANKS FIRST AMONG STATES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Indore has been adjudged the cleanest city of India for the sixth year in a row, while Madhya
Pradesh is the cleanest State in the country.
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Surat is the second cleanest city and Navi Mumbai ranks a close third in the category of cities
with a population more than a lakh.
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In the population category of less than one lakh, Panchgani and Karad from Maharashtra
bagged the first and third positions respectively, while Patan from Chhattisgarh bagged the
second position.
Tirupati received the best city award in Safai Mitra Suraksha category, while Haridwar in
Uttarakhand received the award for the best Ganga town in more than one lakh population
cities. Shivamogga in Karnataka received the fast mover city award.
The State awards saw Madhya Pradesh emerge as the Cleanest State in the category of “more
than 100 Urban Local Bodies”, relegating Chhattisgarh, the cleanest State of the previous three
years, to second place. Maharashtra emerged as third cleanest State.

IA

Similarly, Tripura got the cleanest state award in the “less than 100 urban local bodies category”,
dislodging Jharkhand, which had won in the last two consecutive years. Jharkhand and
Uttarakhand received the second and third spots respectively.

ac
k

The awards were given away by President Droupadi Murmu as part of the Azadi@75 Swachh
Survekshan 2022 hosted as part of the Swachh Bharat Mission. She also released the Swachh
Survekshan 2022 dashboard.
Ms. Murmu said: “I congratulate all the awardee cities for their commitment to the cause of
Swachhata (cleanliness)”. She exhorted the citizens to join in the three-week source segregation
campaign set to begin today.
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‘NEP PRESCRIBES NO LANGUAGE; STATES CAN
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The Ministry of Education in November 2021 constituted a high-powered committee, the
Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, for the promotion of Indian languages, led by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)-affiliated Sanskrit proponent and Padma Shri awardee Chamu
Krishna Shastry . The committee is tasked with preparing an action plan for the growth of
Indian languages as prescribed under the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, which
requires the mother tongue to be the medium of instruction in schools and higher education
institutions. He speaks on the road map being readied by the panel. Excerpts:
The committee will soon complete one year. How much ground have you covered so far?
We are making a study of the current situation of languages in schools, higher education
institutions and other domains of language use, such as jobs. We have found that there are 35
mother tongues as mediums of instruction, and as part of the three-language formula, 160
languages and mother tongues are taught (for example, Hindi is a mother tongue and a
language, while Garhwali is a mother tongue but not a language).

IA

The first roadblock in implementing NEP is providing study material, and our focus for the first
year is to prepare books in the languages of the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution from Class
1 to the postgraduate level in all streams of education such as science, humanities and
commerce.
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What will be the key focus areas for promoting Indian languages?
Apart from textbooks, we also need to prepare teachers to be bilingual. Then, there is a need to
ensure employment opportunities, and not just teaching jobs for language students. We have
held discussions with the Chairman of the National Skill Development Corporation on
incorporating languages as a qualification.
However, there is resistance from certain non-Hindi States, which say the NEP, 2020
imposes Hindi.

cr

Until now, none of the education policies had such a strong emphasis on ensuring education in
Indian languages. It is the first time in NEP that we are seeing a strong push for Indian
languages...The term Indian languages has been used 30 times. There is also flexibility given to
States to choose the languages for the three language formula. No language has been
prescribed. States will decide, they have the freedom to choose. It will be a democratic and
decentralised process. There is no imposition.
Under the NEP, the mother tongue will be the medium of instruction till Class 5 or
preferably till Class 8. How will it be implemented, say, in Delhi, where there is a plurality
of languages?
I will answer this question in a different way. Before English, was there ever any conflict over
languages? Borders of the States kept expanding or contracting, and there were new kings, but
was there a dispute over language?

Page 8
There are many commonalities in Indian languages — their phonology is similar, 50%-60% of
the vocabulary is common, sentence structure is common, subject-object-verb pattern is
common, there is a common literary source, and similar aspiration, as a result of which people
were able to understand different languages. There was no wall between languages.
Since the NEP says either mother tongue or regional language can be medium of
instruction, does that mean Tamil will be the medium of instruction in Tamil Nadu as the
dominant mother tongue?

m

This is the image created about Tamil.Weavers in Sivakasi speak Saurashtri, Gounder
community in Coimbatore speaks Telugu. There are also Malayalam and Kannada speaking
populations.
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The State’s population is six crore and 30-35% of them speak other languages. Even Tamil has
12-13 different dialects. But for some special reasons, Tamil Nadu has only promoted Tamil.
Now they will face problems [in implementing NEP] for only learning Tamil. Tamil is also on the
wane in the State. In 2010, there were 75% Tamil medium students in Class 12, and in 2020,
this figure is down to 55%. Tamil is also [on the decline] because of their policy. They have to
change their mindset.
(Read full interview on https://bit.ly/3dW8ybp)
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TELANGANA SCOOPS SWACHH SURVEKSHAN
GRAMIN, 2022 AWARD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

President Draupadi Murmu presenting the awards at Swachh Bharat Diwas event in New Delhi
on Sunday.PTI-

m

Telangana was ranked first for the cleanliness of its villages in the Swachh Survekshan Gramin
(SSG), 2022, which looked into the sanitation status of rural areas. After Telangana, Haryana
was placed second followed by Tamil Nadu in the Large States category.

S.
co

The Swachh Survekshan Gramin, 2022 award ranks States and districts on the basis of their
performance attained on Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin (SBM-G) parameters and engagement
of the rural community in improvement of their sanitation status. Among smaller States and
Union Territories, Andaman and Nicobar secured the first position, followed by Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, Daman and Diu and Sikkim.
“Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin is a movement to bring in behavioural change in our populace.
The use of toilets, the habit of washing hands with soap and having water supply through taps
acted as a shield for the country during the pandemic,” said President Droupadi Murmu, while
giving away the awards.
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Ms. Murmu noted that since the launch of SBM-G in 2014, over 11 crore toilets had been built
and about 60 crore people had given up open defecation. The second phase of the mission,
launched in 2020, aims to make all six lakh villages in India ‘Open Defecation Free Plus’, she
said. “Having achieved success against open defecation, we now have to address more
complex and technical problems like solid and liquid waste management,” she added.
Having achieved success against open defecation, we now have to address more complex and
technical problems like solid and liquid waste management
Droupadi Murmu

cr

President of India

Our code of editorial values
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 10
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-10-04

OVER 69% HOUSES CONSTRUCTED UNDER PMAY IN
RURAL INDIA ARE OWNED BY WOMEN, SAYS GOVT.
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Providing shelter:Two crore houses had been constructed under the scheme as on September
29, 2022, the government said.ARRANGEMENT
Over 69% of houses constructed under the Prime Minister’s special housing scheme are either
wholly or jointly owned by women in rural areas.

S.
co

According to the data shared by the government, as on September 29, 2022, a total of two crore
houses had been constructed out of the 2.46 crore houses that were sanctioned.
Of this, 69% are owned partly or completely by women.
Launched by PM

The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin) was launched by the Prime Minister in 2016 with the
aim of constructing 2.95 crore houses.
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A senior official in the Ministry of Women and Child Development said it had been the
government’s endeavour to ensure women get a fair share of government schemes under the
Nari Shakti initiative.
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The idea behind the initiative is to have “women-led” development instead of “development of
women”.
“By providing houses under the PMAY–G, the government has fulfilled the aspirations of women
of owning a pucca house and strengthened their participation in the financial decision making of
the household. Living in a pucca house with basic amenities gives security, dignity and
economic power and uplifts their social inclusion,” he said.
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According to the government, another initiative which has helped safeguard the health of women
and children was ensuring supply of clean cooking fuel under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana.
Ujjwala Yojana

Over 9.4 crore LPG connections have been released under the Ujjwala Yojana. This scheme
also received global recognition from International Energy Agency, which has described it as a
major achievement in improving the environment and health of women, it said.
Another scheme that has helped women gain dignity and security is the Swachh Bharat Mission
under which 11.5 crore toilets were constructed in the rural areas and 70 lakh were built in the
urban areas.
The government quoted a report, “Access to toilets and the safety, convenience and self-respect
of women in rural India”, to claim that after the construction of toilets, 93% of women reported
that they were no longer afraid of being hurt by someone or harmed by animals while defecating.
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As many as 93% of women reported they are no longer afraid of contracting health infections;
92% of women said they were no longer afraid of going to the toilet in the dark of night, the
report said.
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JUSTICE DINESH SHARMA TO HEAD THE UAPA
TRIBUNAL RELATED TO BAN ON PFI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

Dinesh Kumar SharmaRAVI PARASHAR

m

The Centre has appointed Justice Dinesh Kumar Sharma of the Delhi High Court as the
presiding officer of the tribunal for the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), related to the
ban on the Popular Front of India (PFI) and its associates.
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Once an organisation is banned under the provisions of the UAPA, a tribunal is set up by the
government to adjudicate whether there are sufficient grounds for the decision. The office
memorandum, issued by the Department of Justice in the Law Ministry on October 3, mentioned
that Justice Sharma’s time as head of the UAPA tribunal will count as “actual service”. Chief
Justice S.C. Sharma of the Delhi High Court appointed Justice Sharma to head the tribunal that
will examine the ban.
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“Chief Justice of Delhi High Court has nominated Justice Dinesh Kumar Sharma, Judge, to be
appointed as the Presiding Officer of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Tribunal in the matter
of Popular Front of India (PFI) and its associates or affiliates or fronts including Rehab India
Foundation (RIF), Campus Front of India (CFI), All India Imams Council (AIC), National
Confederation of Human Rights Organisation (NCHRO), National Women’s Front, Junior Front
Empower India Foundation and Rehab Foundation, Kerala for the purpose of adjudicating
whether or not there is sufficient cause for declaring these organisations as unlawful,” said the
Law Ministry memorandum.

ac
k

According to procedure, the Union Home Ministry requests the Law Ministry to name a sitting
judge of a High Court to be the presiding officer, and the Law Ministry, in turn, requests the Chief
Justice of the High Court concerned to recommend a name. The Home Ministry will now issue a
formal notification naming Justice Sharma as presiding officer.

cr

On September 28, the Ministry of Home Affairs had issued a notification declaring “the PFI and
its associates or affiliates or fronts as an unlawful association with immediate effect”. The
National Investigation Agency as well as the Enforcement Directorate had alleged that the PFI
was engaged in raising and collecting funds from abroad and transferring them to India through
“clandestine and illegal channels”.
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COMMERCE MINISTER URGES QUALITY COUNCIL OF
INDIA (QCI) TO BRING ABOUT CONVERGENCE OF ALL
QUALITY AND STANDARDS ORGANIZATIONS IN THE
COUNTRY TO MAKE QUALITY A NATIONAL MISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal today asked the Quality Council of India (QCI) to strive to bring
about convergence of all the various quality and standards organizations in the country so that
they may work in tandem towards building a world-class quality system in India and make quality
a national mission. He was addressing the gathering at the Silver Jubilee Celebration of QCI in
New Delhi today. With the motto ‘Gunnwatta se Atmanirbharta’, the event commemorated the
efforts made by QCI in its pursuit of delivering quality of services, products, and lives.
“Convergence will also help us scale up absorption of quality standards, help us take the
national quality mission to every citizen and every business in the country so that the business
environment, the investment environment that we have been able to create in the country can
grow from strength to strength and help India become a developed nation by 2047”, Shri Goyal
said. He also urged QCI to help align India with international quality standards.
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Other dignitaries in attendance at the event included Shri Amitabh Kant, India’s Sherpa to the
G20, Shri Anurag Jain, Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), Shri Anil Agrawal, Additional Secretary, DPIIT, Shri Adil Zainulbhai, Chairperson, QCI
and Capacity Building Commission and Secretary General of QCI, Dr. Ravi P. Singh.
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Shri Goyal emphasized that quality will define brand India in the time to come. He observed that
quality never comes at a cost but saved costs and improved productivity. He urged the citizens
of the nation to imbibe the determination to do everything they do in a better, more efficient,
more cost effective, more useful and more measurable manner. "The culture of quality has to be
ingrained in the nation if it is to become a developed country by 2047. This idea of quality can
truly transform this country faster than anything else", the Minister added.
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The Minister spoke of the Panch Pran articulated by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi as India
celebrated 75 years of independence and said that PM Modi wanted India to change its mindset,
remove the historical baggage of colonialism, become more confident, more self-reliant and
bolder in our ambitions to plan for India being a developed nation by 2047.
The Minister said that PM wanted India to be proud of its history, culture, heritage and traditions
which held a lot of lessons capable of helping India progress as a society. He said that we must
be very proud of the thread of unity that binds us amidst great diversity. He asked that we
perform our duties towards fellow citizens and the nation with ‘kartavya bhavna’. The Minister
highlighted that commitment to quality was a virtue that would transcend every single one of the
Panch Pran, a virtue that would help us achieve all the five vows faster and smarter.
He applauded QCI for bringing quality consciousness into the entire coal ecosystem and said
that this initiative of QCI has been in the spirit of national service because it transformed the way
coal industry perceived quality. He opined that prior to 2014, there was significant gap in the
price paid and the quality of coal received due to lack of adherence to quality standards. He
noted that once QCI stepped in and started undertaking initiatives like third party sampling of
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coal, there was transformative improvement in quality in the sector.
Shri Goyal noted that Food Corporation of India’s (FCI) commitment to quality had resulted in
better quality food grains reaching consumers who were mostly underprivileged. Shri Goyal also
highlighted that the process of distribution of these food grains was now completely technology
enabled using biometrics and said that under One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC),
beneficiaries could pick up their food from anywhere in the nation. “The entitlement is
transparent, the delivery is transparent and all of this happens through a quality-assured
process”, Shri Goyal said.
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The Minister also applauded the role played by QCI in the One District One Product (ODOP)
initiative to encourage products from remote areas to find markets in India and abroad. He said
that QCI was helping the Commerce Ministry introduce the concept of quality in remote parts of
the country so that products from these areas also become acceptable in Indian and
international markets. He added that QCI had also contributed significantly in the GI tagging
initiative and in completing the Swacch Surveykshan. Shri Goyal also appreciated the QCI for
helping bring quality consciousness at storage points in various warehouses of FCI, the Central
Warehousing Corporation (CWC) and different states.
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Shri Goyal pointed out that QCI had played a leadership role in the initiative of the Open
Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC). “ONDC will help us save mom and pop stores, save
millions of jobs and democratize e-Commerce so that the entire ecosystem gets a chance to
engage with modern technology of e-Commerce and become stakeholders of a vibrant future
India which cares for every section of the industry, big or small and focuses deeply on customer
satisfaction”, he said.
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Quoting PM Modi, the Minister said that it was time that the nation adopted ‘zero-defect and
zero-affect’ policy. He said that a quality orientation can also help us significantly when we are
looking at a sustainable future for the country.
While urging QCI to not merely rest on its laurels, the Minister said that the 25th anniversary
must re-kindle a new spirit, a new excitement and open up new opportunities, new thinking and
aspirations to scale all programs to make them national in character, helping us make quality a
part of our day to day life.
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Shri Anurag Jain, Secretary, DPIIT, shared his views about India’s journey towards quality and
productivity and QCI’s significant role in it at the event. Shri Jain recognized QCI’s contributions
in setting up standard operating procedures which have helped in the transformation of
processes of the Food Corporation of India (FCI), including live surveillance systems piloted by
QCI for monitoring food grains through a tech-enabled approach that has helped bring in greater
transparency in public service delivery. He also lauded QCI’s initiative in helping DPIIT incubate
the ONDC in a mission mode at QCI. The revolutionary initiative of ONDC has the potential to
disrupt e-commerce like UPI did for the payments ecosystem in India. The project shall serve as
a game-changer for small retailers, he observed.
Speaking of the journey that QCI had set upon with the goal of enabling quality of life for India's
billion-plus citizens, Shri Adil Zainulbhai listed some of the key achievements of QCI including
measuring the number of toilets built under the Swachh Bharat Mission, the quality of electricity
delivered in villages, houses constructed under PM Awas Yojana, gas cylinders delivery under
Ujjwala yojana, and the survey of Swachh Bharat for both urban and rural India.
Renowned musician Sukhwinder Singh composed a special anthem for the occasion that
celebrates the positive change brought into people’s lives via multiple avenues. A coffee table
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book and the 7th Edition of QCI DL Shah Quality Best Practices Book were also launched at the
event, highlighting India’s progress towards development, its efforts to improve the lives of
billions of Indians and QCI’s contribution towards the goal.

*******
AD/KP/MS
Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal today asked the Quality Council of India (QCI) to strive to bring
about convergence of all the various quality and standards organizations in the country so that
they may work in tandem towards building a world-class quality system in India and make quality
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a national mission. He was addressing the gathering at the Silver Jubilee Celebration of QCI in
New Delhi today. With the motto ‘Gunnwatta se Atmanirbharta’, the event commemorated the
efforts made by QCI in its pursuit of delivering quality of services, products, and lives.
“Convergence will also help us scale up absorption of quality standards, help us take the
national quality mission to every citizen and every business in the country so that the business
environment, the investment environment that we have been able to create in the country can
grow from strength to strength and help India become a developed nation by 2047”, Shri Goyal
said. He also urged QCI to help align India with international quality standards.
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Other dignitaries in attendance at the event included Shri Amitabh Kant, India’s Sherpa to the
G20, Shri Anurag Jain, Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), Shri Anil Agrawal, Additional Secretary, DPIIT, Shri Adil Zainulbhai, Chairperson, QCI
and Capacity Building Commission and Secretary General of QCI, Dr. Ravi P. Singh.
Shri Goyal emphasized that quality will define brand India in the time to come. He observed that
quality never comes at a cost but saved costs and improved productivity. He urged the citizens
of the nation to imbibe the determination to do everything they do in a better, more efficient,
more cost effective, more useful and more measurable manner. "The culture of quality has to be
ingrained in the nation if it is to become a developed country by 2047. This idea of quality can
truly transform this country faster than anything else", the Minister added.

IA

The Minister spoke of the Panch Pran articulated by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi as India
celebrated 75 years of independence and said that PM Modi wanted India to change its mindset,
remove the historical baggage of colonialism, become more confident, more self-reliant and
bolder in our ambitions to plan for India being a developed nation by 2047.
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The Minister said that PM wanted India to be proud of its history, culture, heritage and traditions
which held a lot of lessons capable of helping India progress as a society. He said that we must
be very proud of the thread of unity that binds us amidst great diversity. He asked that we
perform our duties towards fellow citizens and the nation with ‘kartavya bhavna’. The Minister
highlighted that commitment to quality was a virtue that would transcend every single one of the
Panch Pran, a virtue that would help us achieve all the five vows faster and smarter.
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He applauded QCI for bringing quality consciousness into the entire coal ecosystem and said
that this initiative of QCI has been in the spirit of national service because it transformed the way
coal industry perceived quality. He opined that prior to 2014, there was significant gap in the
price paid and the quality of coal received due to lack of adherence to quality standards. He
noted that once QCI stepped in and started undertaking initiatives like third party sampling of
coal, there was transformative improvement in quality in the sector.
Shri Goyal noted that Food Corporation of India’s (FCI) commitment to quality had resulted in
better quality food grains reaching consumers who were mostly underprivileged. Shri Goyal also
highlighted that the process of distribution of these food grains was now completely technology
enabled using biometrics and said that under One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC),
beneficiaries could pick up their food from anywhere in the nation. “The entitlement is
transparent, the delivery is transparent and all of this happens through a quality-assured
process”, Shri Goyal said.
The Minister also applauded the role played by QCI in the One District One Product (ODOP)
initiative to encourage products from remote areas to find markets in India and abroad. He said
that QCI was helping the Commerce Ministry introduce the concept of quality in remote parts of
the country so that products from these areas also become acceptable in Indian and
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international markets. He added that QCI had also contributed significantly in the GI tagging
initiative and in completing the Swacch Surveykshan. Shri Goyal also appreciated the QCI for
helping bring quality consciousness at storage points in various warehouses of FCI, the Central
Warehousing Corporation (CWC) and different states.

m

Shri Goyal pointed out that QCI had played a leadership role in the initiative of the Open
Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC). “ONDC will help us save mom and pop stores, save
millions of jobs and democratize e-Commerce so that the entire ecosystem gets a chance to
engage with modern technology of e-Commerce and become stakeholders of a vibrant future
India which cares for every section of the industry, big or small and focuses deeply on customer
satisfaction”, he said.
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Quoting PM Modi, the Minister said that it was time that the nation adopted ‘zero-defect and
zero-affect’ policy. He said that a quality orientation can also help us significantly when we are
looking at a sustainable future for the country.
While urging QCI to not merely rest on its laurels, the Minister said that the 25th anniversary
must re-kindle a new spirit, a new excitement and open up new opportunities, new thinking and
aspirations to scale all programs to make them national in character, helping us make quality a
part of our day to day life.
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Shri Anurag Jain, Secretary, DPIIT, shared his views about India’s journey towards quality and
productivity and QCI’s significant role in it at the event. Shri Jain recognized QCI’s contributions
in setting up standard operating procedures which have helped in the transformation of
processes of the Food Corporation of India (FCI), including live surveillance systems piloted by
QCI for monitoring food grains through a tech-enabled approach that has helped bring in greater
transparency in public service delivery. He also lauded QCI’s initiative in helping DPIIT incubate
the ONDC in a mission mode at QCI. The revolutionary initiative of ONDC has the potential to
disrupt e-commerce like UPI did for the payments ecosystem in India. The project shall serve as
a game-changer for small retailers, he observed.
Speaking of the journey that QCI had set upon with the goal of enabling quality of life for India's
billion-plus citizens, Shri Adil Zainulbhai listed some of the key achievements of QCI including
measuring the number of toilets built under the Swachh Bharat Mission, the quality of electricity
delivered in villages, houses constructed under PM Awas Yojana, gas cylinders delivery under
Ujjwala yojana, and the survey of Swachh Bharat for both urban and rural India.
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Renowned musician Sukhwinder Singh composed a special anthem for the occasion that
celebrates the positive change brought into people’s lives via multiple avenues. A coffee table
book and the 7th Edition of QCI DL Shah Quality Best Practices Book were also launched at the
event, highlighting India’s progress towards development, its efforts to improve the lives of
billions of Indians and QCI’s contribution towards the goal.
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Date : 2022-10-08

EVERY HEALTHY MAN IS OBLIGED TO PROVIDE FOR
HIS WIFE, CHILDREN: SC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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A healthy man is obliged to provide through legal means, even by physical labour, for his wife
and minor children, the Supreme Court has said in a judgment.

S.
co

A Bench led by Justice Dinesh Maheshwari said it was a basic canon of law “that it is the
sacrosanct duty of the husband to provide financial support to the wife and to the minor children.
The husband is required to earn money even by physical labour… If he is able-bodied, he
cannot avoid his obligation, except on the legally permissible grounds”.
The judgment was based on an appeal filed by a woman who failed to win her case for
maintenance from her estranged husband in the Family Court and the Punjab and Haryana High
Court.
The woman had argued in the High Court that the lower court had denied her claim for
maintenance on perfunctory grounds. The husband contended that she hadfailed to prove that
she could not maintain herself. But the apex court said the purpose of maintenance was to
prevent even the slightest possibility of an estranged wife facing destitution.
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The purpose of maintenance is to prevent the chance of an estranged wife facing destitution
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CLEAN SWIPE FOR MGNREGS ATTENDANCE APP
ONLY IN 8 STATES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

m

Digital presence:The app can be used offline, with the attendance getting recorded at places
where the signal strength is high.RAO GN
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Five months after the Union government’s order making it mandatory to record attendance of
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) workers through
a government mobile application, National Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS), at work sites
where 20 or more people are employed, at least three States — Tamil Nadu, Odisha and Assam
— are pushing for making this universal, though a majority of the States still have concerns
about it.
September data put out by the Union Rural Development Ministry show only eight States have
recorded usage of the app at 90% or more worksites. They are Assam (93.42%), Odisha (92%),
Tamil Nadu (93%), Karnataka (92%), Kerala (91.5%), Tripura (91%), Uttarakhand (91%) and
Puducherry (99%). In Puducherry, though the usage is high, the number of worksites in
September was just 774.
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Many shortcomings

IA

“We have listened to complaints and made several tweaks to make it easier for the end user.
One big change is allowing offline use of the app. The mates can record the attendance even if
there is no Internet connectivity and it will get uploaded whenever they reach a place which has
the necessary signal strength,” the official said. The official further added that based on
complaints, the app and procedures were constantly evolving.

There are still a host of shortcomings for which the worker ends up paying the penalty. The data
from the Ministry reveal that in nine States and Union Territories, the usage of the app is 50% or
less. These States are Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Goa, Nagaland, Andaman and Nicobar and Jammu and Kashmir. In case of Goa and
Nagaland, the usage is zero.
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Andhra Pradesh, which has one of the largest MGNREGS workforce, used the NMMS app for
recording attendance in September only in 21.48% of over 92,000 work sites. In August this
number was at 9.56%.
In Uttar Pradesh, another State which receives a significant percentage of total MGNREGS
national funds, in September, out of 1.3 lakh work sites, only in 50.19% the muster roll was filled
via the app. The September numbers are marginally better than August, when it was 48.31%.
In the States which have been reporting high usage too, many workers end up suffering wage
loses due to technical glitches. Nikhil Shenoy, divisional secretary, Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan, Jodhpur, Rajasthan has an illustrative example. Rajasthan has reported 86.75%
rate of usage of the app. “We tallied the physical muster rolls with the digital one captured by the
NMMS app for 14 gram panchayats in Dungerpur district of Rajasthan for the month of
September. Our analysis shows that 302 labour days are missing from the attendance records in
the app. It is well and good that the government wants to bring in more transparency via the app.
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Why should the workers have to pay the penalty. For them loss of wages even for one day could
be catastrophic,” he said.
Another example is Bihar, where a sharp dip was reported in app usage from 75.15% in August
to 54.26% in September.
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Date : 2022-10-11

ADDRESS STIGMA IN MENTAL HEALTH, SAYS LANCET
COMMISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

On Monday, observed as World Mental Health Day, The Lancet released a new report calling for
radical action to end stigma and discrimination in mental health, indicating that 90% of people
living with mental health conditions feel negatively impacted by stigma and discrimination.
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Further, 80% said stigma and discrimination can be worse than the condition itself. Additionally,
90% of those surveyed felt that media could play a major role in reducing stigma. The report was
the result of the labours of the new Lancet Commission on Ending Stigma and Discrimination in
Mental Health.
As per the commission, stigma can “cause social exclusion and disempowerment of people with
mental health conditions leading to discrimination and human rights violations, including
problems in accessing healthcare, challenges in securing employment, and increased likelihood
of health complications leading to early death”.

IA

Thara Rangaswamy, The Lancet commissioner and co-founder, Schizophrenia Research
Foundation, Chennai, said though there is a gradual reduction of stigma in the country, it
continues to be a real and present problem. She said women with a diagnosis of severe mental
disorder and their family members face more stigma which has ramifications for marriage and
employment. She also made a mention of the Indian visual media that still perpetuate mental
illnesses negatively.
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The commission called for immediate action from governments, international organisations,
healthcare provider and media organi- sations, along with active contributions from people with
lived experience, to work together to eliminate mental health stigma. For instance, it is
recommended that countries take action to decriminalise suicide, therefore reducing the stigma
around it. Employers are to promote full access to educational opportunities, work participation
and return-to-work programmes for people with mental health conditions, and the school
curriculum should include sessions to improve understanding of mental health conditions.
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90% of people living with mental health conditions feel negatively impacted by discrimination
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CENTRE LAUNCHES 24X7 TELE-MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu are among the 20 States and Union
Territories brought under the tele-mental health programme launched on the occasion of World
Mental Health Day on Monday. Tele-mental health assistance and networking across State
(Tele-MANAS), an initiative of the Health Ministry, was virtually launched by Karnataka Governor
Thawar Chand Gehlot. The Central government aims to open at least one Tele-MANAS cell in
each State/U.T. A toll-free, 24/7 helpline number (14416) has been set up, allowing callers to
select the language of their choice for availing the services.
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STILL NO RELIEF FOR THE MALNOURISHED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

File photo of Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan along with TV artist
Mukesh Khanna interacting with a child at the launch of the State Government’s ‘Project
Shaktiman, a special scheme to check malnutrition among children in tribal areas, in Kesla tribal
block of Hoshangabad district. | Photo Credit: A.M. Faruqui
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Ever since a confidential report by the Madhya Pradesh Accountant-General came to light,
about “large scale fraud/misappropriation etc. in the identification of beneficiaries, production,
transportation, distribution and quality control of THR [Take Home Ration]”, the government has
been facing severe criticism from the Opposition and activists.
Last month, ahead of the translocation of eight cheetahs from Namibia to Kuno National Park,
the Congress demanded to know the rationale behind making the translocation a mega event
when about “21,000 children were malnourished and another 5,000 severely malnourished in
Sheopur,” which also takes the “lead in the nutritious food scam”. Kuno is spread across
Sheopur and Morena districts.
Opinion | Malnutrition in India is a worry in a modern scenario
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In fact, on September 17, when Project Cheetah was launched, BJP MP Pragya Thakur herself
said that in the settlements she has adopted, children do not have resources for education and
their parents do not have any source of livelihood. Some of these parents turn to illegal liquor
trade as a consequence. And if they are arrested, their families sell the little girls to get money
for their release.
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The Women and Child Development Department in M.P. is under the direct supervision of Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan. Mr. Chouhan defended his government saying the latest audit
report is not final. His party claimed that the State was under Congress rule when the scam took
place. However, many continue to point fingers at Mr. Chouhan as he is the longest-serving BJP
Chief Minister in terms of total time spent in office and M.P. continues to lag on most indicators.
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The audit report says M.P. had the worst infant mortality rate and the third-worst maternal
mortality ratio in 2017-19 despite the provision of THR under the supplementary nutrition
programme. The National Family Health Survey-5 or NFHS-5 (2019-20) also shows that the
infant mortality rate in M.P. was 41.3, above the national average of 35.2. Similarly, 72.7% of
children aged between six and 59 months were anaemic, above the national average of 67.1%.
Earlier this year, the government said that of the 65.02 lakh children in the State who were aged
0-5 years, 10.32 lakh were malnourished and 6.3 lakh were severely malnourished.
The THR comprises food grains and other items provided to address the nutritional
requirements of 49.58 lakh beneficiaries — children (0.5–3 years), pregnant and lactating
mothers, and out-of-school adolescent girls (11-14 years). The report said ration was being
drawn in the names of 36.08 lakh out-of-school adolescent girls. As they were dropouts, these
girls were deprived of mid-day meals. While THR is discontinued after the age of 14 for girls
dropping out of school, nutritional challenges remain for them. When they become mothers, the
situation worsens and the next generation also faces the carry-over effects.
The audit report points to corruption as the cause of this malaise, but activists say the rot runs
deep. Every now and then, anecdotal evidence emerges on the poor condition of Anganwadis

Page 25
and irregularities in mid-day meal distribution. On September 14, Mineral Resources Minister
Brajendra Pratap Singh wrote a letter to School Education Minister Inder Singh Parmar alleging
non-distribution of mid-day meals in 100 schools in his constituency of Ajaygarh in Panna for the
past six months.
National Family Health Survey | An assessment on India’s health and social development
indicators
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Experts say there is a denial of malnutrition being a major concern despite M.P. being among
the worst performers since NFHS-1 (1992-93). According to them, the State tries to manage the
problem by simply supplying food instead of examining the fact that malnutrition occurs as a
complex interplay of various factors including gender, caste, lack of sanitation, poor maternal
health, early marriages, and lack of access to land and other resources.
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From a policy standpoint, centralisation and standardisation of nutrition programmes also restrict
the adoption of locally available food in a large and diverse State. Nutrition-centric microplanning allows for tweaks and better resource management in the form of linking agriculture
and horticulture. Activists say monitoring can be made easier by getting communities involved.
Centralisation also provides opportunities for pilferage during the transportation or monitoring
processes, they add.
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NATIONAL GAMES ROUND UP: MALLAKHAMBH
HEROES TAKE MAHARASHTRA TO SECOND PLACE
ON MEDAL TABLE BEHIND SERVICES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

m

Maharashtra’s Mallakhambh stars, led by the reigning queen Rupali Sunil Gangwane, swept
three of the five gold at stake on Monday to take the State to the second position on the 36th
National Games medal table, ahead of Haryana for the first time in several days of competition.
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The windfall has increased Maharashtra’s gold-medal tally to 34, leaving Haryana behind with
32 after a long and intense battle between the two giants.
Significantly, with a total of 126 medals, including 36 silver and 56 bronze, Maharashtra have the
largest haul in the Games. Services continue to lead with 53 gold, 33 silver and 29 bronze but
have a lower aggregate of 115 medals. Haryana’s 32 gold, 30 silver and 38 bronze made them
the third to touch the 100-medal mark.
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In the final rush for medals, Gujarat’s boy wonder, 10-year-old Shauryajit Khaire, created history,
becoming the youngest medallist of the Games when he clinched the bronze medal in Pole
Mallakhamb.
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The hosts had another good day, with Pooja Patel teaming up with Komal Makwana to clinch
her second Yogasana gold medal. They also picked up the Men’s and Women’s singles bronze
medals in Soft Tennis to take their own medal tally to an impressive 43, including 13 gold, 12
silver and 18 bronze with two more days of competition left.
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Maha’s Rupali Gangawane dished out a clinical performance to claim her third gold medal at the
stunning Sanskardham Sports Academy facility in Godhavi. She took top honours in the
Women’s Rope competition (9.25 points) today, to add to the Individual All-Around gold and
Team gold she had won on Sunday.
She also won a bronze in the Pole competition to be among the handful of multiple medal
winners in the Games. Madhya Pradesh’s Sidhi Gupta took the Pole with 9.10 points.
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Akshay Prakash Taral, the men’s All-Around champion, added a second gold to his collection by
winning the Rope competition with 8.95 points. His team-mate Shubhankar Vinay Khawle scored
9.20 points on the Pole to win the other gold for Maharashtra, preventing a Madhya Pradesh
sweep.
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There was massive disappointment for the Maharashtra Men’s Hockey team who were unable to
make the most of their pre-match favourites tag against Uttar Pradesh in the semifinals at the
Maj. Dhyan Chand Stadium in Rajkot. Maharashtra rallied from three goals down to take the
match into the penalty shootout but ran out of luck there.
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Karnataka will take on Uttar Pradesh in the final. They struck in the first and the fourth quarters
to pull off a convincing 3-1 win over Haryana in the other semifinal.
Abharan Sudev converted Karnataka’s first penalty corner in the fourth minute but Haryana hit
back through Kohinoor Preet Singh in the 17th minute. After a barren third quarter, Karnataka
scored through Nikkin Thimmaiah (47th minute) and Harish Mutagar (51st) to seal their place in
the summit clash.
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The Softball competition at the IIT Gandhinagar is also heading for a climax, with the
Maharashtra Men’s and Punjab Women’s teams booking their place in the respective Grand
Finals by beating squads from Chhattisgarh in the play-off games.
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The Chhattisgarh teams will now feature in the qualifiers against second-placed finishers in the
pools.
Andhra Pradesh who beat Delhi 4-0 in the men’s eliminator and Kerala, who edged out
Maharashtra 4-3 in the women’s match will both hope to stun Chhattisgarh and earn themselves
a crack at the gold medal in the respective Grand Finals.
Back on the Sabarmati, it was heartening to watch the experienced Rajina Kiro hold her own in
the Women’s K1 500m sprint against Kaushal Nandini Thakur (Chhattisgarh) and Pooja
(Haryana).
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Ragasri Manogar Babu (Tamil Nadu) won the Soft Tennis Women’s singles gold with an easy
win over Aadhya Tiwari (Madhya Pradesh). The Tamil Nadu player had to put her best foot
forward in beating the home State’s Hetvee Chaudhari 1-4, 2-4, 4-1, 4-1, 1-4, 9-7, 7-0 in the
semifinals. The Men’s singles crown went to Jay Meena (Madhya Pradesh).
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Reigning National champion Sumit Kundu, former world championship medalist Jamuna Boro
and Asian champion Sanjeet earned berths in the Boxing medal rounds as the quarterfinal stage
was completed this evening at the Mahatma Mandir complex in Gandhinagar.
Sumit, a quarterfinalist at the World championships, beat Haryana’s Ankit Khatana in the Men’s
75kg bout while Sanjeet used his long reach in the 92kg category to make short work of Delhi’s
Harsh Kaushik.
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Assam’s Jamuna Boro registered dominant victory against Sapna Sharma (Rajasthan) in the
57kg class. Battling high fever for the past three days, Jamuna did not show any signs of fatigue
in the ring as she registered a 5-0 win.
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The results (finals):
Canoeing and Kayaking
Men
K4 1000m Sprint: 1. Ajatasatru Sharma, S Albert Raj, Bhumjit Singh and Gyanjit Arambam
(Services) 1:34.495; 2. Vishal Dangi, Akshit Baroi, Himanshu Tandon and Rimson Mairembam
(Madhya Pradesh) 1:36.422; 3. Harsh Kumar, Mahendra Singh, Kunal and Ningthoujam Nivash
Singh (Telangana) 1:389.168.
Women
C2 500m Sprint: 1. Meghna Pradeep and Akshaya Sunil (Kerala) 2:16.816; 2. Kaveri Dimar and
Shivani Verma (Madhya Pradesh) 2:16.896; 2. Rashmita Sahoo and Sachima Kerketta (Odisha)
2:33.506.
K1 500m Sprint: 1. Rajina Kiro (Andaman & Nicobar) 2:08.652; 2. Kaushal Nandini Thakur
(Chhattisgarh) 2:09.186; 3. Pooja (Haryana) 2:12.926.
K2 500m Sprint: 1. Fulmani Xaxa and Oinam Bindya Devi (Odisha) 2:07.443; 2. Jyoti and Pooja
(Haryana) 2:09.446; 3. Rajina Kiro and Sandhya Kispota (Andaman & Nicobar) 2:10.806.
K4 500m Sprint: 1. Aleena Biju, Sreelakshmi Jayaprakash, Treesa Jacob and G Parvathi
(Kerala) 1:56.259; 2. Dipali, Suahma Verma, Dimita Devi and Swati Sahu (Madhya Pradesh)
1:57.859; 3. Fulmani Xaxa, Oinam Bidya Devi, Pukharambam Roji Devi and Shruti Choughule
(Odisha) 1:58.932.
Football:
Women: Manipur beat Odisha 2-0 (Half-time 2-0). Bronze medal play-off: Tamil Nadu beat
Assam 5-1 (Half-time: 3-1).
Judo
Men
Over 100kg class: Yash Ghanghas (Haryana) beat Sunil (Chandigarh). Bronze medals: Deepak
Sharma (Haryana) and Dhyan Singh (Rajasthan).
Women
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48kg class: Swaita Tokas (Delhi) beat L Sanatombi Devi (Manipur). Bronze medals: Taivitha
Tariyal (Uttarakhand) and Malaprabha Jadhav (Karnataka).
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Mallakhambh
Men
All-Around (Sunday’s result): 1. Akshay Prakash Taral (Maharashtra) 26.85 points; 2.
Shubhankar Vinay Khawale (Maharashtra) 26.70; 3. Chandrashekhar Chauhan (Madhya
Pradesh) 26.35.
Hanging: 1. Pranav Kori (Madhya Pradesh) and M Hemachandran (Tamil Nadu) 8.90 points; 3.
Aditya Raje Kundariya (Uttar Pradesh) 8.75.
Pole: 1,. Shubhankar Vinay Khawle (Maharashtra) 9.20 points; 2. Deepak Waman Shinde
(Maharashtra) 9.15; 3. Shauryajit Khaire (Gujarat) 9.10.
Rope: 1. Akshay Prakash Taral (Maharashtra) 8.95 points; 2. Rajveer Pawar (Madhya Pradesh)
8.90; 3. Chandrashekhar Chauhan (Madhya Pradesh) 8.85.
Women
Team: 1. Maharashtra 88.75 points; 2, Madhya Pradesh 83.10; 3. Chhattisgarh 80.10.
All-Around: 1. Rupali Sunil Gangawane (Maharashtra) 17.80 points; 2. Janhavi Suresh Jadhav
(Maharashtra) 17.30; 3. Sidhi Gupta (Madhya Pradesh) 17.20.
Rope: 1. Rupali Sunil Gangawane (Maharashtra) 9.25 points; 2. Sidhi Gupta (Madhya Pradesh)
9.20; 3. Neha Sunil Kshirasagar (Maharashtra) 9.05.
Pole: 1. Sidhi Gupta (Madhya Pradesh) 9.10 points; 2. Janhavi Suresh Jadhav (Maharashtra)
9.00; 3. Rupali Sunil Gangawane (Maharashtra) 8.60.

IA

Soft Tennis
Men’s Singles: Jay Meena (Madhya Pradesh) beat Jitender Mehlda (Delhi) 4-0, 4-2, 4-0, 1-4, 42. Bronze medals: Rohit Dhiman (Chandigarh) and beat Aniket Chirag Patel (Gujarat).
Women’s Singles: Ragasri Manogar Babu (Tamil Nadu) beat Aadhya Tiwari (Madhya Pradesh)
4-2, 4-2, 4-1, 4-0. Bronze medals: Nikita Bishnoi (Haryana) and Hetvee Chaudhari (Gujarat).
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Wushu
Men Daoshu and Gunshu: 1. Shashi Tamang (Services); 2. Rohit Jadhav (Madhya Pradesh); 3.
Balwant Singh (Rajasthan).
Women Daoshu and Gunshu: 1. Mercy Ngaimong (Arunachal Pradesh); 2. Wangkheirakpam
Ningthibi Devi (Manipur); 3. Bhooraksha Dubey (Madhya Pradesh).
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Yogasana
Men
Rhythmic Pair: 1. Aditya Prakash Jangam and Mohammed Firoz Sheik (Karnataka) 127.48
points; 2. Manan Narendra Kasliwal and Om Prakash Varadai (Maharashtra) 125.28; 3. Harshal
Vilas Chute and Vaibhav Waman Shrirame (Maharashtra) 124.10.
Women
Rhythmic Pair: 1. Pooja Patel and Komal Makwana (Gujarat) 122.16 points; 2. Kalyani Vilas
Chute and Chhakuli Bansilal Selokar (Maharashtra) 120.36; 3. H Kushi and CA Pranamya
(Karnataka) 117.78.
Other results
Hockey
Men’s semifinals: Uttar Pradesh beat Maharashtra 3-3 (Half-time 0-2) 3-2 in penalty shoot-out;
Karnataka beat Haryana 3-1 (1-1).
Softball
Men
Final (winner moves into Grand Final): Maharashtra beat Chhattisgarh 9-0; Qualifier (winner to
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meet Chhattisgarh for place in Grand Final): Andhra Pradesh beat Delhi 4-0.
Women
Final (winner moves into Grand Final): Punjab beat Chhattisgarh 7-0. Qualifier (winner to meet
Chhattisgarh for a place in Grand Final): Kerala beat Maharashtra 4-3.

*******
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Maharashtra’s Mallakhambh stars, led by the reigning queen Rupali Sunil Gangwane, swept
three of the five gold at stake on Monday to take the State to the second position on the 36th
National Games medal table, ahead of Haryana for the first time in several days of competition.

The windfall has increased Maharashtra’s gold-medal tally to 34, leaving Haryana behind with
32 after a long and intense battle between the two giants.
Significantly, with a total of 126 medals, including 36 silver and 56 bronze, Maharashtra have the
largest haul in the Games. Services continue to lead with 53 gold, 33 silver and 29 bronze but
have a lower aggregate of 115 medals. Haryana’s 32 gold, 30 silver and 38 bronze made them
the third to touch the 100-medal mark.

IA

In the final rush for medals, Gujarat’s boy wonder, 10-year-old Shauryajit Khaire, created history,
becoming the youngest medallist of the Games when he clinched the bronze medal in Pole
Mallakhamb.
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The hosts had another good day, with Pooja Patel teaming up with Komal Makwana to clinch
her second Yogasana gold medal. They also picked up the Men’s and Women’s singles bronze
medals in Soft Tennis to take their own medal tally to an impressive 43, including 13 gold, 12
silver and 18 bronze with two more days of competition left.
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Maha’s Rupali Gangawane dished out a clinical performance to claim her third gold medal at the
stunning Sanskardham Sports Academy facility in Godhavi. She took top honours in the
Women’s Rope competition (9.25 points) today, to add to the Individual All-Around gold and
Team gold she had won on Sunday.
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She also won a bronze in the Pole competition to be among the handful of multiple medal
winners in the Games. Madhya Pradesh’s Sidhi Gupta took the Pole with 9.10 points.
Akshay Prakash Taral, the men’s All-Around champion, added a second gold to his collection by
winning the Rope competition with 8.95 points. His team-mate Shubhankar Vinay Khawle scored
9.20 points on the Pole to win the other gold for Maharashtra, preventing a Madhya Pradesh
sweep.
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There was massive disappointment for the Maharashtra Men’s Hockey team who were unable to
make the most of their pre-match favourites tag against Uttar Pradesh in the semifinals at the
Maj. Dhyan Chand Stadium in Rajkot. Maharashtra rallied from three goals down to take the
match into the penalty shootout but ran out of luck there.
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Karnataka will take on Uttar Pradesh in the final. They struck in the first and the fourth quarters
to pull off a convincing 3-1 win over Haryana in the other semifinal.
Abharan Sudev converted Karnataka’s first penalty corner in the fourth minute but Haryana hit
back through Kohinoor Preet Singh in the 17th minute. After a barren third quarter, Karnataka
scored through Nikkin Thimmaiah (47th minute) and Harish Mutagar (51st) to seal their place in
the summit clash.
The Softball competition at the IIT Gandhinagar is also heading for a climax, with the
Maharashtra Men’s and Punjab Women’s teams booking their place in the respective Grand
Finals by beating squads from Chhattisgarh in the play-off games.
The Chhattisgarh teams will now feature in the qualifiers against second-placed finishers in the
pools.
Andhra Pradesh who beat Delhi 4-0 in the men’s eliminator and Kerala, who edged out
Maharashtra 4-3 in the women’s match will both hope to stun Chhattisgarh and earn themselves
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a crack at the gold medal in the respective Grand Finals.
Back on the Sabarmati, it was heartening to watch the experienced Rajina Kiro hold her own in
the Women’s K1 500m sprint against Kaushal Nandini Thakur (Chhattisgarh) and Pooja
(Haryana).

m

Ragasri Manogar Babu (Tamil Nadu) won the Soft Tennis Women’s singles gold with an easy
win over Aadhya Tiwari (Madhya Pradesh). The Tamil Nadu player had to put her best foot
forward in beating the home State’s Hetvee Chaudhari 1-4, 2-4, 4-1, 4-1, 1-4, 9-7, 7-0 in the
semifinals. The Men’s singles crown went to Jay Meena (Madhya Pradesh).
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Reigning National champion Sumit Kundu, former world championship medalist Jamuna Boro
and Asian champion Sanjeet earned berths in the Boxing medal rounds as the quarterfinal stage
was completed this evening at the Mahatma Mandir complex in Gandhinagar.
Sumit, a quarterfinalist at the World championships, beat Haryana’s Ankit Khatana in the Men’s
75kg bout while Sanjeet used his long reach in the 92kg category to make short work of Delhi’s
Harsh Kaushik.
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Assam’s Jamuna Boro registered dominant victory against Sapna Sharma (Rajasthan) in the
57kg class. Battling high fever for the past three days, Jamuna did not show any signs of fatigue
in the ring as she registered a 5-0 win.

The results (finals):
Canoeing and Kayaking
Men
K4 1000m Sprint: 1. Ajatasatru Sharma, S Albert Raj, Bhumjit Singh and Gyanjit Arambam
(Services) 1:34.495; 2. Vishal Dangi, Akshit Baroi, Himanshu Tandon and Rimson Mairembam
(Madhya Pradesh) 1:36.422; 3. Harsh Kumar, Mahendra Singh, Kunal and Ningthoujam Nivash
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Singh (Telangana) 1:389.168.
Women
C2 500m Sprint: 1. Meghna Pradeep and Akshaya Sunil (Kerala) 2:16.816; 2. Kaveri Dimar and
Shivani Verma (Madhya Pradesh) 2:16.896; 2. Rashmita Sahoo and Sachima Kerketta (Odisha)
2:33.506.
K1 500m Sprint: 1. Rajina Kiro (Andaman & Nicobar) 2:08.652; 2. Kaushal Nandini Thakur
(Chhattisgarh) 2:09.186; 3. Pooja (Haryana) 2:12.926.
K2 500m Sprint: 1. Fulmani Xaxa and Oinam Bindya Devi (Odisha) 2:07.443; 2. Jyoti and Pooja
(Haryana) 2:09.446; 3. Rajina Kiro and Sandhya Kispota (Andaman & Nicobar) 2:10.806.
K4 500m Sprint: 1. Aleena Biju, Sreelakshmi Jayaprakash, Treesa Jacob and G Parvathi
(Kerala) 1:56.259; 2. Dipali, Suahma Verma, Dimita Devi and Swati Sahu (Madhya Pradesh)
1:57.859; 3. Fulmani Xaxa, Oinam Bidya Devi, Pukharambam Roji Devi and Shruti Choughule
(Odisha) 1:58.932.
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Football:
Women: Manipur beat Odisha 2-0 (Half-time 2-0). Bronze medal play-off: Tamil Nadu beat
Assam 5-1 (Half-time: 3-1).

IA

Judo
Men
Over 100kg class: Yash Ghanghas (Haryana) beat Sunil (Chandigarh). Bronze medals: Deepak
Sharma (Haryana) and Dhyan Singh (Rajasthan).
Women
48kg class: Swaita Tokas (Delhi) beat L Sanatombi Devi (Manipur). Bronze medals: Taivitha
Tariyal (Uttarakhand) and Malaprabha Jadhav (Karnataka).
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Mallakhambh
Men
All-Around (Sunday’s result): 1. Akshay Prakash Taral (Maharashtra) 26.85 points; 2.
Shubhankar Vinay Khawale (Maharashtra) 26.70; 3. Chandrashekhar Chauhan (Madhya
Pradesh) 26.35.
Hanging: 1. Pranav Kori (Madhya Pradesh) and M Hemachandran (Tamil Nadu) 8.90 points; 3.
Aditya Raje Kundariya (Uttar Pradesh) 8.75.
Pole: 1,. Shubhankar Vinay Khawle (Maharashtra) 9.20 points; 2. Deepak Waman Shinde
(Maharashtra) 9.15; 3. Shauryajit Khaire (Gujarat) 9.10.
Rope: 1. Akshay Prakash Taral (Maharashtra) 8.95 points; 2. Rajveer Pawar (Madhya Pradesh)
8.90; 3. Chandrashekhar Chauhan (Madhya Pradesh) 8.85.
Women
Team: 1. Maharashtra 88.75 points; 2, Madhya Pradesh 83.10; 3. Chhattisgarh 80.10.
All-Around: 1. Rupali Sunil Gangawane (Maharashtra) 17.80 points; 2. Janhavi Suresh Jadhav
(Maharashtra) 17.30; 3. Sidhi Gupta (Madhya Pradesh) 17.20.
Rope: 1. Rupali Sunil Gangawane (Maharashtra) 9.25 points; 2. Sidhi Gupta (Madhya Pradesh)
9.20; 3. Neha Sunil Kshirasagar (Maharashtra) 9.05.
Pole: 1. Sidhi Gupta (Madhya Pradesh) 9.10 points; 2. Janhavi Suresh Jadhav (Maharashtra)
9.00; 3. Rupali Sunil Gangawane (Maharashtra) 8.60.
Soft Tennis
Men’s Singles: Jay Meena (Madhya Pradesh) beat Jitender Mehlda (Delhi) 4-0, 4-2, 4-0, 1-4, 42. Bronze medals: Rohit Dhiman (Chandigarh) and beat Aniket Chirag Patel (Gujarat).
Women’s Singles: Ragasri Manogar Babu (Tamil Nadu) beat Aadhya Tiwari (Madhya Pradesh)
4-2, 4-2, 4-1, 4-0. Bronze medals: Nikita Bishnoi (Haryana) and Hetvee Chaudhari (Gujarat).
Wushu
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Men Daoshu and Gunshu: 1. Shashi Tamang (Services); 2. Rohit Jadhav (Madhya Pradesh); 3.
Balwant Singh (Rajasthan).
Women Daoshu and Gunshu: 1. Mercy Ngaimong (Arunachal Pradesh); 2. Wangkheirakpam
Ningthibi Devi (Manipur); 3. Bhooraksha Dubey (Madhya Pradesh).

S.
co

m

Yogasana
Men
Rhythmic Pair: 1. Aditya Prakash Jangam and Mohammed Firoz Sheik (Karnataka) 127.48
points; 2. Manan Narendra Kasliwal and Om Prakash Varadai (Maharashtra) 125.28; 3. Harshal
Vilas Chute and Vaibhav Waman Shrirame (Maharashtra) 124.10.
Women
Rhythmic Pair: 1. Pooja Patel and Komal Makwana (Gujarat) 122.16 points; 2. Kalyani Vilas
Chute and Chhakuli Bansilal Selokar (Maharashtra) 120.36; 3. H Kushi and CA Pranamya
(Karnataka) 117.78.
Other results
Hockey
Men’s semifinals: Uttar Pradesh beat Maharashtra 3-3 (Half-time 0-2) 3-2 in penalty shoot-out;
Karnataka beat Haryana 3-1 (1-1).
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Softball
Men
Final (winner moves into Grand Final): Maharashtra beat Chhattisgarh 9-0; Qualifier (winner to
meet Chhattisgarh for place in Grand Final): Andhra Pradesh beat Delhi 4-0.
Women
Final (winner moves into Grand Final): Punjab beat Chhattisgarh 7-0. Qualifier (winner to meet
Chhattisgarh for a place in Grand Final): Kerala beat Maharashtra 4-3.

*******
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Date : 2022-10-11

KICKING AROUND: ON FUTURE OF FOOTBALL IN
INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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With the ninth season of the Indian Super League (ISL) commencing in Kochi and the ball set to
roll at the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup in Bhubaneswar from Tuesday, football in India can
finally put behind a chaotic and unpleasant period that was littered with boardroom battles and
litigation in the nation’s highest courts. The two competitions have received fresh leases of life:
the ISL has returned to the traditional home-and-away format after two stifling seasons in a biobubble, while the World Cup is back in the country’s embrace after seemingly slipping out of it,
once in 2020 because of COVID-19 and then two months ago when FIFA suspended the All
India Football Federation (AIFF) and withheld the hosting rights. Under the new AIFF
administration, the expectation is for these two championships to usher in a productive era for
the sport in India. The ISL is crucial for players’ preparation ahead of the 2023 AFC Asian Cup.
A good performance at the premier continental tournament can enhance the nation’s standing.
The World Cup may provide impetus to further the overall development of women’s football in
the country, which is still in its nascent stages.
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It was eight years ago that the ISL was introduced with the aim of revolutionising the game.
Months before that, in December 2013, India had won the rights to host its first global
competition — the 2017 FIFA U-17 World Cup. But since then, progress has been only
incremental. The ISL’s top-down approach, the lack of a pyramid of leagues held together by the
principle of promotion and relegation, and the absence of qualitative reforms at the grassroots
have resulted in India languishing at 106 in the world rankings and at 19 in the Asian pecking
order. The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be a 48-team affair, expanded from the current 32. Eight
spots are guaranteed for Asia, but India has to at least be in the top 10 at the continental level to
have a realistic chance of qualification. The U-17 World Cup did trigger a change. A bunch of
players, including the likes of Suresh Wangjam, Aniket Jadhav and Lalengmawia Apuia,
flourished together at the AIFF’s developmental side Indian Arrows, then went on to become
regulars for their ISL clubs and eventually secured berths in the Indian national team. Such a
clear-cut trajectory does not exist for the women. If the U-17 Women’s World Cup can help lay a
similar pathway, it would have done its job.

cr

Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 38
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-10-12

CHILD ACTOR OF INDIA'S OSCAR ENTRY FILM
CHHELLO SHOW DEAD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Child actor Rahul Koli, who played the character of a friend of the protagonist in the Gujarati film
Chhello Show (Last Film Show) — India's official entry to Oscars 2023 — died of leukemia. The
10-year-old’s death comes as the film is slated for a theatrical release on October 14. Rahul,
who hailed from Hapa town in Jamnagar district of Gujarat, died on October 2, nearly four
months after he was hospitalised at a cancer hospital in Ahmedabad, his father Ramu Koli said
on Tuesday.PTI
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NHRC ISSUES ADVISORY ON PREVENTING OCULAR
TRAUMA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC
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The National Human Rights Commission on Tuesday issued an advisory to the Union and State
governments to prevent and minimise the impact of ocular trauma, which it said causes 5% of
permanent blindness. The NHRC asked the government to identify the industries that have a
high potential of ocular trauma and make it mandatory for such units with 50 workers or more to
have accident cover of Rs. 15 lakh for each worker. Among the NHRC’s suggestions were a ban
on sale of fire-crackers that have the potential to cause eye trauma; ban on sale of bows,
arrows, pellet guns and toys that have sharp edges; and mandatory safe packaging and
labelling of chemicals for domestic use.
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Date : 2022-10-12

NON-TRADITIONAL LIVELIHOODS SKILLING OF GIRLS
INCLUDED IN BETI PADHAO SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Smriti Irani at an event inNew Delhi on International GirlChild Day.SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

m

Expanding the mandate of the ‘ Beti Bachao Beti Padhao ’ scheme, the Central government on
Tuesday announced the inclusion of skilling of girls in non-traditional livelihood (NTL) options in
its flagship programme.

S.
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The scheme will now also focus on increasing the enrolment of girls in secondary education,
particularly in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) subjects. Women have
been historically under-represented areas such as technology.
Announcing the new inclusion in the scheme, Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti
Irani emphasised the importance of convergence between various departments for providing
quality education to empower girls. “Government has always encouraged and empowered girls
to pursue vocation of their choice irrespective of gender stereotypes,” Ms. Irani said.

IA

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Ministries of Women and Child
Development, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, and Minority Affairs. It emphasises
convergence between Ministries and Departments to ensure adolescents complete their
education, build skills, and enter the workforce in a diverse range of professions, including in
STEM fields.
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An operations manual to implement the scheme in districts was also launched at the event. A
national committee headed by the Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development will be
the apex committee to review the implementation of the scheme at regular intervals with State
governments and Union Territory administrations, it said.
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SC RESERVES ORDER IN DAWOODI BOHRA
COMMUNITY CASE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Our code of editorial values

S.
co

m

A five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court on Tuesday reserved its order on the question
whether it should refer a plea concerning the Dawoodi Bohra community leaders’ authority to
excommunicate its members to a larger Bench of the court. A Constitution Bench led by Justice
Sanjay Kishan Kaul is dealing with the question whether the practice of excommunication in the
Dawoodi Bohra community could continue as a “protected practice” despite the coming into
force of the Maharashtra Protection of People from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act of 2016.
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MORE THAN 15 CRORE ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED
UNDER VARIOUS THEMES, ACROSS THE COUNTRY
DURING POSHAN MAAH 2022
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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More than 15 crore activities were conducted under various themes, across the country during
the 5th Rashtriya Poshan Maah (1st to 30th September,2022) contributing in the Prime
Minister’s vision for a Suposhit Bharat. Prior to the 5th Poshan Maah, four Poshan Maahs and
4 Poshan Pakhwadas have been held since the launch of the Abhiyan, with a collective activity
count of more than 40 crores.
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This year, the Gram Panchayats were triggered to be the focal points of all the activities during
Poshan Maah. This helped mobilize various committees at the ground viz. Village Health
Sanitation and Nutrition Committee (VHSNC), School Management Committee (SMC)/
Education Committee, Water & Environmental Conservation Committee, Planning and
Development Committee, Social Justice Standing Committee etc. Considering Poshan
Panchayats as the nucleus of all the activities, the broader themes for Poshan Maah 2022 were
Mahila aur Swasthya, Bachcha aur Shiksha, Gender Sensitive Water Management and
Traditional Food for Women & Child.

Under the theme ‘Mahila aur Swasthya’ prominent activities conducted across the country,
included, Anemia screening and awareness campaigns (approximately 32 lakhs), Ante natal
check up camps (approx 11 lakhs), awareness campaigns on menstrual hygiene( approx 7
lakhs), Activities on hand wash and sanitisation ( approx 41 lakhs) etc.
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The other key theme , Bachcha aur Shiksha– Poshan Bhi, Padhai Bhi, that called for focus on
quality pre-school education for children under 6 years also gained momentum during Maah
2022. Under this theme close to 81 lakh activities were conducted focussing on early childhood
care and education. Besides general sensitisation for early learning, use and development of
indigenous and locally available toys for learning at AWCs was promoted nationwide.
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A National Seminar on Indigenous Toys for Nurturing Early Childhood Development was
organized in Delhi under the chairperson-ship of Union Minister of WCD. The workshop /
seminar was live streamed on Youtube for the benefit of all ICDS functionaries upto the
Anganwadi Workers / Helpers. Besides panel discussions on age-appropriate toys and
universalization of toys by experts, the seminar included live display of indigenous toy creation
by master crafts-persons and sessions on creation of local toys by Anganwadi Workers from
different regions of the country.

cr

Further, in keeping with the theme, several States undertook activities such as State Toyathon /
Toy Fair in Manipur , Mini children’s toy/ play and learn fair organized in AWCs in Gujarat, Local
Toy making workshops organized in AWCs in Jharkhand, Toy making by children and mothers
at AWCs in Odisha etc.
Further, after the successful activities witnessed in Poshan Pakhwada 2022 under the themes
Gender Sensitive Awareness on Water Conservation and Management in AWCs and Focus on
Traditional foods in Tribal Areas, activities under these key themes have continued in Poshan
Maah 2022 as well. Close to 43 lakh activities on the theme of Gender Sensitive Water
Management and Conservation through workshops, seminars and drives for identifying
Anganwadi Centres for installing rainwater harvesting structures were carried out.
Swastha Balak Spardha was successfully piloted in the four States of Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Assam during the Poshan Maah. The key objective of the
Spardha was to identify and celebrate the ‘Healthy child’ thus instilling a sense of
competitiveness among children and families for good health and nutritional status. Intensive
activities were carried out during the event relating to growth measurement for children under 5
years. In order to felicitate the winners, recognition in terms of providing certificates to the
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winning child and parents and rewards/gifts like nutrition kit/hygienic kit, locally available
indigenous toys, water bottle etc., were distributed in all 4 States.
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The 5th Rashtriya Poshan Maah culminated with a Poshan Utsav at Kartavyapath, New Delhi
from 30th September to 2nd October 2022. The Poshan Utsav served as a platform for
disseminating to the people at large, the critical messages on the importance of correct nutrition,
particularly for young children and women, and sensitizing them on age-appropriate good health
practices to address the challenges of malnutrition in the country. The Poshan Utsav was
conducted in the nature of a celebratory fair centred on the theme of Poshan or Nutrition centred
on Poshan related Poshan Parades, healthy-food stalls, health check-up stalls etc.with cultural
programmes and AR photo op with Honble PM to attract children and people at large.
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As part of the Utsav, Ministry of Ayush set up stalls with literature related to Ayush nutritional
practices and Ayurveda products/ formulations for exhibition / sale. Booths for free health checkups were also put up, which included machines to check the BMI of the guests. Since
indigenous toys are a significant tool for early learning and development of children in
Anganwadi Centres, stalls were set up with indigenous toys from close to 9 local traditional toy
clusters from different parts of the country, such as Etikopakka (Andhra Pradesh), Kondapalli
(Andhra Pradesh), Chitrakoot (Uttar Pradesh), Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), Kathputli Craft
(Rajasthan), Mysore (Karnataka), Mangalore (Karnataka), Channapatna(Karnataka), Indore
(Madhya Pradesh) etc.
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In order to attract children and public at large, an AR photo-booth, for photo with the Prime
Minister was set up. This was a huge attraction for visitors. It is estimated that close to 1.5-2
lakh visitors participated in the Poshan Utsav on the 3 days.
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Gradually over the years the Jan Andolans has served as an important tool in bringing about
important change among the mind-sets of masses that has contributed in increased participation
of men and boys in activities focused around the health & nutrition of women, children and
adolescents. Poshan Maah 2022 has also witnessed around equal participation of men and
women (including boys and girls).
Launched on 8th March, 2018 by the Prime Minister, POSHAN Abhiyaan is Government of
India’s flagship programme to improve nutritional outcomes for children, adolescent Girls,
pregnant women and lactating mothers. Through Jan Andolans, the Abhiyaan aims at bringing
nutrition linked behaviour changes across India, thereby contributing to the Prime Minister’s
vision of Suposhit Bharat.
For the 15th Finance Commission period, POSHAN Abhiyaan along with Anganwadi Services
(AWS) and Scheme for Adolescent Girls (SAG) are part of an Integrated Nutrition Support
Programme named as Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0. Under Poshan Abhiyan, nutritioncentric Jan Andolans, held twice a year in form of Poshan Maah and Poshan Pakhwada
continues to remain one of the key components for bringing desired behaviour changes among
masses.
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More than 15 crore activities were conducted under various themes, across the country during
the 5th Rashtriya Poshan Maah (1st to 30th September,2022) contributing in the Prime
Minister’s vision for a Suposhit Bharat. Prior to the 5th Poshan Maah, four Poshan Maahs and
4 Poshan Pakhwadas have been held since the launch of the Abhiyan, with a collective activity
count of more than 40 crores.
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This year, the Gram Panchayats were triggered to be the focal points of all the activities during
Poshan Maah. This helped mobilize various committees at the ground viz. Village Health
Sanitation and Nutrition Committee (VHSNC), School Management Committee (SMC)/
Education Committee, Water & Environmental Conservation Committee, Planning and
Development Committee, Social Justice Standing Committee etc. Considering Poshan
Panchayats as the nucleus of all the activities, the broader themes for Poshan Maah 2022 were
Mahila aur Swasthya, Bachcha aur Shiksha, Gender Sensitive Water Management and
Traditional Food for Women & Child.
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Under the theme ‘Mahila aur Swasthya’ prominent activities conducted across the country,
included, Anemia screening and awareness campaigns (approximately 32 lakhs), Ante natal
check up camps (approx 11 lakhs), awareness campaigns on menstrual hygiene( approx 7
lakhs), Activities on hand wash and sanitisation ( approx 41 lakhs) etc.
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The other key theme , Bachcha aur Shiksha– Poshan Bhi, Padhai Bhi, that called for focus on
quality pre-school education for children under 6 years also gained momentum during Maah
2022. Under this theme close to 81 lakh activities were conducted focussing on early childhood
care and education. Besides general sensitisation for early learning, use and development of
indigenous and locally available toys for learning at AWCs was promoted nationwide.
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A National Seminar on Indigenous Toys for Nurturing Early Childhood Development was
organized in Delhi under the chairperson-ship of Union Minister of WCD. The workshop /
seminar was live streamed on Youtube for the benefit of all ICDS functionaries upto the
Anganwadi Workers / Helpers. Besides panel discussions on age-appropriate toys and
universalization of toys by experts, the seminar included live display of indigenous toy creation
by master crafts-persons and sessions on creation of local toys by Anganwadi Workers from
different regions of the country.
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Further, in keeping with the theme, several States undertook activities such as State Toyathon /
Toy Fair in Manipur , Mini children’s toy/ play and learn fair organized in AWCs in Gujarat, Local
Toy making workshops organized in AWCs in Jharkhand, Toy making by children and mothers
at AWCs in Odisha etc.
Further, after the successful activities witnessed in Poshan Pakhwada 2022 under the themes
Gender Sensitive Awareness on Water Conservation and Management in AWCs and Focus on
Traditional foods in Tribal Areas, activities under these key themes have continued in Poshan
Maah 2022 as well. Close to 43 lakh activities on the theme of Gender Sensitive Water
Management and Conservation through workshops, seminars and drives for identifying
Anganwadi Centres for installing rainwater harvesting structures were carried out.
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Swastha Balak Spardha was successfully piloted in the four States of Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Assam during the Poshan Maah. The key objective of the
Spardha was to identify and celebrate the ‘Healthy child’ thus instilling a sense of
competitiveness among children and families for good health and nutritional status. Intensive
activities were carried out during the event relating to growth measurement for children under 5
years. In order to felicitate the winners, recognition in terms of providing certificates to the
winning child and parents and rewards/gifts like nutrition kit/hygienic kit, locally available
indigenous toys, water bottle etc., were distributed in all 4 States.
The 5th Rashtriya Poshan Maah culminated with a Poshan Utsav at Kartavyapath, New Delhi
from 30th September to 2nd October 2022. The Poshan Utsav served as a platform for
disseminating to the people at large, the critical messages on the importance of correct nutrition,
particularly for young children and women, and sensitizing them on age-appropriate good health
practices to address the challenges of malnutrition in the country. The Poshan Utsav was
conducted in the nature of a celebratory fair centred on the theme of Poshan or Nutrition centred
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on Poshan related Poshan Parades, healthy-food stalls, health check-up stalls etc.with cultural
programmes and AR photo op with Honble PM to attract children and people at large.
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As part of the Utsav, Ministry of Ayush set up stalls with literature related to Ayush nutritional
practices and Ayurveda products/ formulations for exhibition / sale. Booths for free health checkups were also put up, which included machines to check the BMI of the guests. Since
indigenous toys are a significant tool for early learning and development of children in
Anganwadi Centres, stalls were set up with indigenous toys from close to 9 local traditional toy
clusters from different parts of the country, such as Etikopakka (Andhra Pradesh), Kondapalli
(Andhra Pradesh), Chitrakoot (Uttar Pradesh), Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), Kathputli Craft
(Rajasthan), Mysore (Karnataka), Mangalore (Karnataka), Channapatna(Karnataka), Indore
(Madhya Pradesh) etc.

In order to attract children and public at large, an AR photo-booth, for photo with the Prime
Minister was set up. This was a huge attraction for visitors. It is estimated that close to 1.5-2
lakh visitors participated in the Poshan Utsav on the 3 days.
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Gradually over the years the Jan Andolans has served as an important tool in bringing about
important change among the mind-sets of masses that has contributed in increased participation
of men and boys in activities focused around the health & nutrition of women, children and
adolescents. Poshan Maah 2022 has also witnessed around equal participation of men and
women (including boys and girls).
Launched on 8th March, 2018 by the Prime Minister, POSHAN Abhiyaan is Government of
India’s flagship programme to improve nutritional outcomes for children, adolescent Girls,
pregnant women and lactating mothers. Through Jan Andolans, the Abhiyaan aims at bringing
nutrition linked behaviour changes across India, thereby contributing to the Prime Minister’s
vision of Suposhit Bharat.
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For the 15th Finance Commission period, POSHAN Abhiyaan along with Anganwadi Services
(AWS) and Scheme for Adolescent Girls (SAG) are part of an Integrated Nutrition Support
Programme named as Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0. Under Poshan Abhiyan, nutritioncentric Jan Andolans, held twice a year in form of Poshan Maah and Poshan Pakhwada
continues to remain one of the key components for bringing desired behaviour changes among
masses.
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Date : 2022-10-15

GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX IS OUT, INDIA IN ‘SERIOUS’
CATEGORY AT RANK 107
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

India ranks 107 out of 121 countries on the Global Hunger Index in which it fares worse than all
countries in South Asia barring war-torn Afghanistan.
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The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is a tool for comprehensively measuring and tracking hunger at
global, regional, and national levels. GHI scores are based on the values of four component
indicators - undernourishment, child stunting, child wasting and child mortality. Countries are
divided into five categories of hunger on the basis of their score, which are ‘low’, ‘moderate’,
‘serious’, ‘alarming’ and ‘extremely alarming’.
Based on the values of the four indicators, a GHI score is calculated on a 100-point scale
reflecting the severity of hunger, where zero is the best score (no hunger) and 100 is the worst.
India’s score of 29.1 places it in the ‘serious’ category. India also ranks below Sri Lanka (64),
Nepal (81), Bangladesh (84), and Pakistan (99). Afghanistan (109) is the only country in South
Asia that performs worse than India on the index.
China is among the countries collectively ranked between 1 and 17 having a score of less than
five.
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India’s child wasting rate (low weight for height), at 19.3%, is worse than the levels recorded in
2014 (15.1%) and even 2000 (17.15), and is the highest for any country in the world and drives
up the region’s average owing to India’s large population.
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Prevalence of undernourishment,which is a measure of the proportion of the population facing
chronic deficiency of dietary energy intake, has also risen in the country from 14.6% in 20182020 to 16.3% in 2019-2021. This translates into 224.3 million people in India considered
undernourished.
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But India has shown improvement in child stunting, which has declined from 38.7% to 35.5%
between 2014 and 2022, as well as child mortality which has also dropped from 4.6% to 3.3% in
the same comparative period. On the whole, India has shown a slight worsening with its GHI
score increasing from 28.2 in 2014 to 29.1 in 2022. Though the GHI is an annual report, the
rankings are not comparable across different years. The GHI score for 2022 can only be
compared with scores for 2000, 2007 and 2014..
Globally, progress against hunger has largely stagnated in recent years. The 2022 GHI score for
the world is considered “moderate”, but at 18.2 in 2022 is only a slight improvement from 19.1 in
2014.

Our code of editorial values
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 50
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2022-10-19

FIRST 11 AWARDEES OF WISER PROGRAMME TO
PROMOTE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN
INTERNATIONAL R&D AND INDUSTRY PROJECTS
FACILITATED

m

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The first 11 awardees of the Women Involvement in Science and Engineering Research
(WISER) programme were felicitated in the presence of the German Ambassador to India &
Bhutan and the Vice Chancellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru University today.
The ten (10) women researchers from India and one (1) from Germany holding regular/long-term
research positions in academia, research institutions, or industry selected under the WISER2022 programme will receive financial assistance to participate and collaborate in ongoing R&D
& industry projects. They will not need to apply for fresh project grants in partnering countries.
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The German Ambassador to India & Bhutan, H.E. Dr. Philipp Ackermann, appreciated the
women researchers' efforts in niche science & technology areas and said that their contribution
would strengthen Indo-German collaborations in S&T.

“Initiation of a programme like WISER would motivate women researchers to excel and take up
leadership positions in Science & Technology,” said Vice Chancellor of Jawarharlal Nehru
University Prof. Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit.
Adviser & Head, International Cooperation, DST & Co-Chair, IGSTC Governing Body Shri S.K.
Varshney, said that it would help enhance parity for gender equality and strengthen excellence
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in Science & Technology.
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The programme, with a three-year tenure period or till completion of the project, is open to all the
areas of STEM and allows the researchers to work on international projects while continuing to
stay in India. It will cover one visit per year for a short stay up to 1 month.
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Women researchers are still underrepresented in Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) for various reasons. The situation has improved to a certain extent over
the last few years, but an imbalance remains, and IGSTC, a bilateral institution established by
the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India, and the Federal
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), Government of Germany to promote Science and
Technology collaboration, is trying to address the imbalance. IGSTC Women Involvement in
Science and Engineering Research (WISER) intends to build scientific capacity, retain and
promote women researchers in India/Germany by utilising complementary expertise in science,
technology, innovation, and research partnerships.
<><><><><>
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The first 11 awardees of the Women Involvement in Science and Engineering Research
(WISER) programme were felicitated in the presence of the German Ambassador to India &
Bhutan and the Vice Chancellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru University today.
The ten (10) women researchers from India and one (1) from Germany holding regular/long-term
research positions in academia, research institutions, or industry selected under the WISER2022 programme will receive financial assistance to participate and collaborate in ongoing R&D
& industry projects. They will not need to apply for fresh project grants in partnering countries.
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The German Ambassador to India & Bhutan, H.E. Dr. Philipp Ackermann, appreciated the
women researchers' efforts in niche science & technology areas and said that their contribution
would strengthen Indo-German collaborations in S&T.
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“Initiation of a programme like WISER would motivate women researchers to excel and take up
leadership positions in Science & Technology,” said Vice Chancellor of Jawarharlal Nehru
University Prof. Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit.
Adviser & Head, International Cooperation, DST & Co-Chair, IGSTC Governing Body Shri S.K.
Varshney, said that it would help enhance parity for gender equality and strengthen excellence
in Science & Technology.
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The programme, with a three-year tenure period or till completion of the project, is open to all the
areas of STEM and allows the researchers to work on international projects while continuing to
stay in India. It will cover one visit per year for a short stay up to 1 month.
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Women researchers are still underrepresented in Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) for various reasons. The situation has improved to a certain extent over
the last few years, but an imbalance remains, and IGSTC, a bilateral institution established by
the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India, and the Federal
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), Government of Germany to promote Science and
Technology collaboration, is trying to address the imbalance. IGSTC Women Involvement in
Science and Engineering Research (WISER) intends to build scientific capacity, retain and
promote women researchers in India/Germany by utilising complementary expertise in science,
technology, innovation, and research partnerships.
<><><><><>
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Date : 2022-10-22

PUNJAB RESTORES OLD PENSION SCHEME FOR
GOVT. EMPLOYEES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The Punjab government on Friday approved the restoration of the Old Pension Scheme (OPS)
for the State government employees. The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann. An official statement said that the employees would be given the
option of adopting the Old Pension Scheme or the New Pension Scheme (NPS). The OPS for
employees was discontinued in the year 2004 and ever since, government employees were
under the NPS. However, the employees had been long demanding the restoration of OPS, said
the statement.
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Date : 2022-10-22

MAHARASHTRA RESTORES CONSENT TO CBI TO
CONDUCT PROBES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies
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The Maharashtra government led by Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Thursday reversed the previous Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government’s
decision of withdrawing the general consent to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to
probe cases in the State.
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According to sources, Mr. Shinde cleared the proposal of the Home Department, headed by Mr.
Fadnavis, to reverse the decision. The move that clears the decks for the CBI to initiate action in
cases filed in the State comes as a major blow to the leaders of the three parties that constitute
the MVA coalition: the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena faction, the Sharad Pawar-led
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the Congress.
In October 2020, the MVA government had withdrawn the general consent to the CBI on the
ground that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led Central government was ‘misusing’ the Central
agencies to settle political scores.
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The friction between the Centre and the State government intensified after the 2019 Assembly
election when Mr. Thackeray severed ties with the BJP and joined hands with the ideologically
opposed NCP and the Congress.
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Uddhav camp loyalist and Lok Sabha MP Arvind Sawant said the move laid bare the intentions
of the government to persecute Opposition leaders after levelling false charges against them.
“Many States have withdrawn the general consent to the CBI. Even the Supreme Court has said
the CBI is a puppet of the [Central] government. The reversal of our decision signals the new
government’s real intentions,” Mr. Sawant said.
BJP State chief Chandrashekhar Bawankule welcomed the move. “Why did the MVA regime
withdraw the consent? What were its leaders scared of? If they had nothing to hide, they should
have let the CBI probe cases,” he said, hinting that the new move would expose the alleged
corruption and malpractices of the MVA leaders.
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The move that clears the decks for the CBI to initiate action in cases filed in the State is a blow
to the leaders of the MVA
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‘TERRORISM IS THE WORST FORM OF HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATION’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

Working together:Amit Shah being welcomed by Interpol President Ahmed Naser Al Raisi at the
summit in New Delhi.R.V. MOORTHY
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Friday recommended to the Interpol that setting up
permanent counter-terrorism and anti-narcotics real-time information exchange platforms would
further strengthen the fight against the global menaces, underlining that the spread of terrorist
ideologies via online radicalisation should not be viewed as a political problem.
Speaking at the concluding session of the Interpol’s 90th General Assembly, Mr. Shah said India
was committed to extending all possible technical and manpower assistance to the global police
organisation in this regard.
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Describing terrorism as the worst form of human rights violation, the Home Minister said a
general consensus would have to be developed on the definitions of “terrorism” and “terrorist”.
The narratives of “good” and “bad” terrorism and “small” and “big” terrorism would weaken the
fight against the threat which was high on Interpol’s priority list. “We also need to achieve a
consensus on the cross-border propagation of terrorist ideologies through online radicalisation.
We cannot consider this a political problem,” he said.
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“We should ensure that the fight against terrorism is sustained, comprehensive and continuous,
for which India is committed to working with the Interpol,” said Mr. Shah, adding that the Interpol
was the best platform to achieve the objective of countering cross-border terrorism through
“across the border cooperation”.
Mr. Shah said that in several countries, Interpol’s nodal agencies and counter-terror
organisations were different. For a united response, he suggested that there should be a
permanent real-time information exchange line between the counter-terror agencies across the
world.
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“I would suggest that Interpol should prepare a plan for the next 50 years on the basis of its
experience and achievements over the past 100 years,” he said, adding that a study team
should be formed for the purpose and the plan should be reviewed and updated every five
years.
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Date : 2022-10-23

ACCESS TO PALLIATIVE CARE ONLY FOR 1-2% OF
THOSE IN NEED: DATA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Only 1-2% of the population who need palliative care have access to it in India compared to the
global average of 14%, according to Health Ministry data analysis released by the health unit of
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI).
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The analysis shows that while India stands at number three in terms of cancer incidence in the
world, most States in the country do not even have enabling legislation or policy to integrate
palliative care with treatment offered to cancer patients. Currently only three States (Kerala,
Karnataka and Maharashtra) have a palliative care policy. Kerala, Mizoram, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Punjab, and Assam report the highest overall crude incidence rates of cancers which
is greater than 130 cases per lakh population.
As per the report on the state of cancer incidence in the country, the financial burden for cancer
treatment is highest among all diseases, making it unaffordable for over 80% of the population.
“The government needs to undertake efforts to include palliative care packages under
reimbursement schemes of government as well as private insurance plans,’’ notes the study.
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The Health Ministry in its response had noted that an initiative for prevention, control, and
screening for non-communicable diseases has been rolled out under the National Health
Mission (NHM).
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LOCKDOWN INCREASED EXPOSURE TO INDOOR AIR
POLLUTION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The shifting of outdoor time to indoor during the lockdown resulted in increased exposures to
biomass-fuel emissions. Image for representational purposes only. | Photo Credit: Kamal
Narang
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During COVID-19 lockdowns, many countries observed historic improvements in ambient air
quality. Our new study shows that despite the historic improvements in ambient air quality,
PM2.5 exposures increased for 65% of Indians and a third of the global population during the
lockdown, largely attributed to biomass cooking activity.
Nearly 65% of Indians use biomass as an exclusive or secondary cooking fuel, and they were
exposed to higher PM2.5 levels during the lockdown. Another element of our study was
presenting India’s most comprehensive PM2.5 exposure disparity and environmental justice
analysis – this allowed us to assess which demographic groups have the highest PM2.5
exposures. Rural women have the highest levels of air pollution exposure, however, during the
lockdown working-age men and school-going children observed the largest exposure increases.
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Given the prevalence of biomass-fueled cookstoves — cow dung, firewood, coal — and that
people were now confined to stay indoors, it reasons that air pollution exposure must have
increased for any biomass using household. Even though the penetration of cleaner cooking fuel
such as LPG has increased during the last few years due to interventions (Ujjwala Yojna), a
significant proportion of Indian households still use biomass as primary cooking or secondary
cooking fuel.
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We introduced and utilised a novel exposure framework that incorporated nationwide time-use
data (i.e., how much time people spend doing various activities) with representative
microenvironment (e.g., kitchen area, living area, work/school, ambient) PM2.5 concentrations to
quantify exposure increases and estimated that 65% of Indians had increased exposures during
the lockdown, with average nationwide exposures increasing by 13%, from 116 µg m-3 to 131
µg m-3. On average Indian women spend 87-89% of their time indoors, whereas men spend 7173%. The indoor PM2.5 concentration for biomass-user households is 2-20 times higher than
their respective outdoor concentration in different Indian states. Before the lockdown, the timeweighted average exposure was comparatively lower as people were spending some of their
time in outdoor environments. The shifting of outdoor time to indoor during the lockdown
resulted in increased exposures to biomass-fuel emissions.
During baseline conditions, working-age rural women have the highest PM2.5 exposures of any
demographic, with average exposures of 175 µg m-3, due mainly to exposure to biomass
cooking-related emissions. During the lockdown, despite everyone being mandated to stay at
home, we still found that working-age women continued to maintain the highest exposures (185
µg m-3). The other demographic groups that had the highest exposure were working-age men
and school-age children, whose average modeled exposures increased by 24% (from 88 µg m-3
to 108 µg m-3) and 18% (from 98 µg m-3 to 115 µg m-3), respectively.
Given that households globally who use biomass cookstoves will have observed increased
exposures during lockdown, we extended the framework globally and conservatively estimated
that 35% of the global population will have observed increased exposures during the lockdown.
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This occurred largely in developing economies (Africa, South East Asia) where biomass use is
prevalent.
There have been a number of cleaner-cooking initiatives introduced to replace biomass
cookstoves. But the finding that PM2.5 exposures increased for the 65% of Indians and a third of
the global population during a period of historically clean ambient air quality, re-emphasises the
urgent need to further address clean cooking interventions to reduce PM2.5 exposures and in
turn improve health outcomes.
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(Raj Lal is a researcher at University of Michigan, United States. Ajay Nagpure is Programme
Director at World Resources Institute India)
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Date : 2022-10-27

IMPROVING ACCESS TO ENTERTAINMENT CONTENT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A still from ‘Black’ | Photo Credit: By Special Arrangement
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As a cricket fan, I was eager to “watch” the film 83. I am blind since birth. When the movie
became available on a streaming platform, I was disappointed to learn that it did not have audio
description, thus making the movie inaccessible to me. As a blind Indian citizen, I have often
been shut out from many life activities, including consuming entertainment content. Going to the
movies helps us de-stress. But what happens when entertainment content is not designed with
the needs of the disabled in mind?
Two important tools that help make entertainment content disabled friendly are audio description
and subtitling. Audio description refers to the visual aspects of the content being spoken out for
the benefit of those who cannot see. Subtitling refers to the auditory components of the content
being displayed in textual form for the benefit of those who cannot hear. In India, the potential of
these two tools to make entertainment content disabled friendly has largely remained untapped.
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The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act provides guidance to remedy this issue.
Section 29(h) of the Act requires the appropriate government to take measures to ensure that
“persons with hearing impairment can have access to television programmes with sign language
interpretation or sub-titles.” Further, Section 42(ii) requires the appropriate government to take
measures to ensure that “persons with disabilities have access to electronic media by providing
audio description, sign language interpretation and close captioning.”
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In October 2019, the Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B Ministry) issued a
letter to the Central Board for Film Certification (CBFC) requesting the Board to motivate and
persuade its associated members to make audio description part of the production and
distribution of a film. In a panel discussion co-hosted by the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy and the
Billion Readers Initiative that I moderated recently, Sonali Rai from the Royal National Institute
of Blind People, U.K., and Dipendra Minocha from Saksham spoke about the practical
roadblocks they face in pushing for greater audio description. They would know. Saksham has
pioneered audio description for films in India. It has developed an app called XL Cinema which
syncs audio-described tracks with movies. On buying an audio ticket for a movie that has been
audio described, a user can hear the audio description of the movie in a theatre at the same
time when the movie is being showcased. Movies that have been audio described this way
include Sanju, Andhadun and Romeo Akbar Walter. Saksham started audio description with the
film Black. Yet, “most production houses are not convinced about the need for this,” said Deepti
Prasad, XL Cinema’s co-founder.
First, as Mr. Minocha said, film producers do not think there is a large demand for audio
description in India. The voice of users with disabilities asking for audio description is still muted.
Until a critical mass of users puts pressure on platforms to provide audio description and
subtitling, this issue will get pushed down the priority list of the powers that be. Even if
production houses are inclusive in intent, their behaviour excludes the disabled in effect. When it
is time to release a movie, amidst all the responsibilities that film studios have to discharge,
accessibility for the disabled takes a back seat. Studios must realise that making disabledfriendly content is the right thing to do — morally, legally and commercially.
Second, production houses may lack the know-how, human resources or adequate lead time
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before the launch of any new content to make it disabled friendly. User organisations must
undertake targeted interventions to sensitise filmmakers and engage in capacity-building
initiatives.
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Third, civil society groups must draw on the court system to translate written legal guarantees
into improved real-world outcomes. The principal authority for grievance redressal set up under
the RPwD Act at the central level is the court of Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities
(CCPD). On perusing the recommendations issued by the CCPD in the last 12 months, I could
not find a single recommendation that relates to making entertainment content disabled friendly.
Citizens with disabilities must demand accountability from the government, filmmakers,
streaming platforms and others in the entertainment ecosystem through the judicial process. We
need legal precedents underscoring the proposition that not accounting for the disabled when
making entertainment content is unacceptable.
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Finally, the I&B Ministry has been dragging its feet on notifying the Accessibility Standards for
Television Programmes for Hearing Impaired for three years. These must be notified promptly,
and similar standards must be framed for the visually impaired. Every disabled citizen must be
able to enjoy entertainment content on their platform of choice on equal terms as their ablebodied counterparts.
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Date : 2022-10-27

PM LAUDS PEOPLE OF GUJARAT FOR THEIR
ENTHUSIASM FOR 100 PERCENT COMPLETION OF JAL
JEEVAN MISSION IN THE STATE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Prime Minister, responding to a tweet by Gujarat Minister Shri Rushikesh Patel about 100
percent completion of Har Ghar Jal, praised the enthusiasm of people of Gujarat.
The Prime Minister tweeted;
...
...

.”
. https://t.co/aBveqxkaKL
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The Prime Minister, responding to a tweet by Gujarat Minister Shri Rushikesh Patel about 100
percent completion of Har Ghar Jal, praised the enthusiasm of people of Gujarat.
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The Prime Minister tweeted;
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Date : 2022-10-28

IRANI, NCW HAIL BCCI’S DECISION ON EQUAL MATCH
FEE FOR WOMEN PLAYERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Smriti Irani

m

Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Irani and the National Commission for
Women on Thursday hailed the “historic” decision of the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) on equal match fees for women players as their male counterparts, saying it was a
significant achievement towards gender equality.
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The BCCI on Thursday announced equal match fee for its centrally-contracted women and male
players in a bid to promote gender equality in cricket.
“A welcome step,” Ms. Irani, said in a tweet.

The NCW, in a statement, said it welcomed the “landmark decision of the BCCI to implement
pay equity policy for contracted women cricketers”.
“The Commission hopes that this decision will inspire young talents to pursue their passion for
the sport and that other sports organisations would follow the example,” it added.
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“Women cricketers earning the same match fee as their male counterparts heralds a new era of
equal opportunities and is a significant advancement towards achieving gender equality,” NCW
Chairperson Rekha Sharma said.
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TUBERCULOSIS CASES RISE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
YEARS, SAYS WHO
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Image for representational purposes only. | Photo Credit: AFP
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The number of people infected with tuberculosis, including the kind resistant to drugs, rose
globally for the first time in years, according to a report issued Thursday by the World Health
Organization.
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The U.N. health agency said more than 10 million people worldwide were sickened by
tuberculosis in 2021, a 4.5% rise from the year before. About 1.6 million people died, it said.
WHO said about 450,000 cases involved people infected with drug-resistant TB, 3% more than
in 2020.
The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted services for people with TB along with many other health
programs. WHO said many people went undiagnosed, noting that the number of people newly
identified with TB fell from 7 million in 2019 to 5.8 million in 2020.
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Dr. Mel Spigelman, president of the non-profit TB Alliance, said more than a decade of progress
was lost in 2020.
“Despite gains in areas like preventative therapy, we are still behind in just about every pledge
and goal regarding TB,” Spigelman said.
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After COVID-19, TB is the world’s deadliest infectious disease. It is caused by bacteria that
typically affects the lungs. The germs are mostly spread from person to person in the air, such
as when an infected individual coughs or sneezes.
TB mostly affects adults, particularly those who are malnourished or have other conditions like
HIV; more than 95% of cases are in developing countries.
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According to the WHO report, only one in three people with drug-resistant TB are receiving
treatment.
“Drug-resistant TB is curable, but alarmingly, cases are on the rise for the first time in years,” Dr.
Hannah Spencer, who is with Doctors Without Borders in South Africa, said. “It’s urgent that
shorter, safer and more effective treatments are scaled up now.”
Spencer called for lowering the prices of TB treatment so a complete treatment course costs no
more than $500.
WHO said ongoing conflicts in eastern Europe, Africa and the Middle East have worsened the
options for patients seeking TB diagnosis and treatment.
Ukraine had one of the world’s worst TB epidemics even before Russia invaded the country in
late February. Health experts fear the inability of patients to get treated could fuel the rise of
more drug-resistant TB across the region.
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While TB patients displaced by the war can seek care anywhere in Ukraine, the country has
seen a shortage of key medicines and authorities face challenges in keeping track of patients.
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THE DISMAL CASE OF SLASHING SCHEMES AND
CUTTING FUNDS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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‘For schemes that exist, there are challenges such as funding cuts, disbursement and utilisation
of funds’ | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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Over the past three years, over 50% of existing central government-sponsored schemes have
been discontinued, subsumed, revamped or rationalised into other schemes. The impact has
been varied across Ministries. For example, for the Union Ministry of Women and Child
Development, there are just three schemes now out of 19 schemes, i.e., Mission Shakti, Mission
Vatsalya, Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0. Mission Shakti itself replaced 14 schemes
which included the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ scheme.
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In the case of the Ministry of Animal Husbandry and Dairy, just two schemes remain out of 12.
Additionally, the Ministry has ended three schemes which include Dairying through
Cooperatives, National Dairy Plan-II, etc. For the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare,
there are now three out of 20 (Krishonnati Yojana, Integrated Scheme on Agricultural
Cooperatives and the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana), while there is little information on the
National Project on Organic Farming or the National Agroforestry Policy. There may be some
who believe that a reduction in government schemes is a notable achievement. But does this
lead to better governance, through less government? Are we reducing the state to the bare
bones?
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For schemes that exist, there are challenges such as funding cuts, disbursement and utilisation
of funds. As of June 2022, 1.2 lakh crore of funds meant for central government-sponsored
schemes are with banks which earn interest income for the Centre.
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The Nirbhaya fund (2013) with its focus on funding projects to improve the public safety of
women in public spaces and encourage their participation in economic and social activities is an
interesting case; 1,000 crore was allocated to the fund annually (2013-16), and remained largely
unspent. As of FY21-22, approximately 6,214 crore was allocated to the fund since its launch,
but only 4,138 crore was disbursed. Of this, just 2,922 crore was utilised; 660 crore was
disbursed to the Ministry of Women and Child Development, but only 181 crore was utilised as
of July 2021. Yet, a variety of women-focused development schemes across States are being
turned down or ended. Meanwhile, women continue to face significant risks while in public
spaces.
Farmers have not been spared either with fertilizer subsidies having been in decline over the last
few years; actual government spending on fertilizers in FY20-21 reached 1,27,921 crore. In the
FY21-22 Budget, the allocation was 79,529 crore (later revised to 1,40,122 crore amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic). In the FY22-23 Budget, the allocation was 1,05,222 crore. Allocation for
NPK fertilizers (nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium) was 35% lower than revised estimates in
FY21-22. Such budgetary cuts, when fertilizer prices have risen sharply after the Ukraine war,
have led to fertilizer shortages and farmer anguish. How will we incentivise farmers to continue
agricultural operations?
It is the same story with the rural poor. The allocation for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) went down by approximately 25% in the FY22-23
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Budget earlier this year, with the allocated budget at 73,000 crore when compared to the FY2122 revised estimates of 98,000 crore. The Economic Survey 2022-23 has highlighted that
demand for the scheme was higher than pre-pandemic levels as rural distress continues.
Anecdotal cases show that actual funding disbursal for MGNREGA has often been delayed,
leading to a decline in confidence in the scheme. The Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan (June
2020, for a period of 125 days) sought to provide immediate employment and livelihood
opportunities to the rural poor; approximately 50.78 crore person days of employment were
provided at an expenditure of approximately 39,293 crore (against an announced budget of
50,000 crore, Ministry for Rural Development). One must also note that the scheme subsumed
15 other schemes. With between 60 million to 100 million migrant workers who seek informal
jobs, such a scheme should have been expanded.
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Now to health-care workers. For Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA), who are the first
responders, there have been delays in salaries for up to six months. Regularisation of their jobs
continues to be a struggle, with wages and honorariums stuck at minimum levels.
There is one more example. Biodiversity has also been ignored. Funding for wildlife habitat
development under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has declined: from
165 crore ( FY18-19), to 124.5 crore (FY19-20), to 87.6 crore (FY20-21). Allocations for Project
Tiger have been slashed — 323 crore ( FY18-19) to 194.5 crore ( FY20-21). A pertinent
question is about meeting climate change obligations in the face of funding cuts.
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Rather than downsizing government schemes and cutting funding, one should right size the
government. After the Goods and Services Tax reform, the Centre-State relationship has been
transformed, with fiscal firepower skewed towards the Centre. Our public services require more
doctors, teachers, engineers and fewer data entry clerks. We need to build capacity for an
efficient civil service to meet today’s challenges, i.e., providing a corruption-free welfare system,
running a modern economy and providing better public goods. Rather than having a target of
fewer government schemes, we should raise our aspirations towards better public service
delivery.
Feroze Varun Gandhi is a three-time Member of Parliament from the Pilibhit Lok Sabha
constituency in Uttar Pradesh
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CENTRE DEPLOYS HIGH-LEVEL TEAM TO KERALA TO
INVESTIGATE AVIAN INFLUENZA OUTBREAK
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has decided to depute a high-level team to Kerala
to take stock of Avian Influenza outbreak in the state. The team will investigate the outbreak in
detail and submit report with recommendations.
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The 7 member Central team to Kerala comprises of experts drawn from the National Institute of
Tuberculosis & Respiratory Diseases, New Delhi, National Centre for Disease Control, New
Delhi, National Institute of Epidemiology, Chennai and All India Institute of Medical Sciences,
New Delhi. The team is headed by Dr. Rajesh Kedamani, Sr RD, Regional Office of Health and
Family Welfare, Bangalore.
The team will also assist the State Health Departments in terms of public health measures,
management guidelines and protocols to manage the increasing cases of Avian Influenza being
reported by the State.
****

MV
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HFW/Avian Influenza-Central team to Kerala/27th October/4

ac
k

Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has decided to depute a high-level team to Kerala
to take stock of Avian Influenza outbreak in the state. The team will investigate the outbreak in
detail and submit report with recommendations.

cr

The 7 member Central team to Kerala comprises of experts drawn from the National Institute of
Tuberculosis & Respiratory Diseases, New Delhi, National Centre for Disease Control, New
Delhi, National Institute of Epidemiology, Chennai and All India Institute of Medical Sciences,
New Delhi. The team is headed by Dr. Rajesh Kedamani, Sr RD, Regional Office of Health and
Family Welfare, Bangalore.
The team will also assist the State Health Departments in terms of public health measures,
management guidelines and protocols to manage the increasing cases of Avian Influenza being
reported by the State.
****
MV
HFW/Avian Influenza-Central team to Kerala/27th October/4
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21.4 LAKH TB CASES NOTIFIED IN INDIA IN 2021:
HEALTH MINISTRY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The Ministry was reacting to a recent WHO report on TB.APAnupam Nath
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India’s TB incidence for the year 2021 is 210 per 100,000 population – compared to the baseline
year of 2015 (incidence was 256 per lakh population in India) and there has been an 18%
decline which is 7 percentage points better than the global average of 11%, said the Health
Ministry on Friday, while reacting to the World Health Organization (WHO) Global TB Report
2022, released on October 27.
Stating that India had done better in major metrics as compared to other countries over time, the
Ministry said the figures placed India at the 36th position in terms of incidence rates (from the
largest to the smallest incidence numbers).
According to the WHO report, anestimated 10.6 million people fell ill with tuberculosis (TB) in
2021, an increase of 4.5% from 2020, and 1.6 million people died from TB (including 187 000
among HIV positive people).
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“While the COVID-19 pandemic impacted TB Programmes across the world, India was able to
successfully offset the disruptions caused, through the introduction of critical interventions in
2020 and 2021 – this led to the National TB Elimination Programme notifying over 21.4 lakh TB
cases – 18% higher than 2020,’’ said the Ministry.
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‘LAX MEDICAL CENTRES PUTTING PATIENTS WITH
RARE DISEASES AT RISK’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Despite the Health Ministry issuing guidelines and procedures for providing financial assistance
to the patients suffering from various rare diseases, only two out of the nine medical centres
selected from across the country have submitted applications for receiving funds for such
treatment.
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The delay puts at further risk several patients who continue to battle rare diseases and are
almost completely dependent on government assistance for medicines and medical care. The
Ministry has now written to these medical institutes to immediately rectify the situation to ensure
that no patient suffers without treatment.
“After a long delay, the National Policy for Rare Diseases was finalised in March 2021 offering
monetary aid of Rs. 20 lakh to only Group 1 patients (Disorders amenable to one-time curative
treatment). This was modified in May 2022, with an amendment in the policy, announcing Rs. 50
lakh monetary aid to all groups of Rare Diseases,’’ said Manjit Singh, president, Lysosomal
Storage Disorder Support Society.
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It has been several months since the Health Ministry issued guidelines to these medical centres
towards the utilisation of the Rs. 50 lakh per patient grant for rare disease treatment but most of
them have not initiated any steps to implement it, he pointed out.
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“While the Ministry is concerned and committed to this sensitive issue, the onus is on all these
centres to process the applications of eligible patients and recommend the same to the Ministry
to source the funds. Some centres are not entertaining the request applications of patients who
have been approaching them,’’ he said.
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DON’T FALL FOR UNRECOGNISED ONLINE PHD
COURSES: UGC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The University Grants Commission (UGC) has warned students not to be misled by
advertisements offering online PhD programmes by edtech companies in collaboration with
foreign institutes.
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The UGC said that such online PhD programmes were not recognised by it and asked students
to verify the authenticity of the programmes as per the UGC regulations, 2016. The higher
education regulatory body on Friday tweeted a public notice saying it was mandatory for all
higher education institutions to follow UGC regulations and its amendments while awarding PhD
degrees.
According to the UGC’s dual-degree guidelines , students can pursue two full-time programmes
simultaneously either at the same university or from different universities. But, PhD programmes
do not fall under the guidelines.
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RISE IN DEMAND FOR INDIA-TRAINED NURSES AFTER
PANDEMIC: DATA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

An FICCI report states that the migration has left India with a shortage of nursing staff.Vijay
Soneji
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Following a lull over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been a continued sharp
rise in the demand for nurses trained in India from several countries, including Ireland, Malta,
Germany, the Netherlands, Finland, the U.K. (Wales), and Belgium, government data show.
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India ranks second after the Philippines in the number of nurses working overseas as they
pursue better employment opportunities, higher salaries, and other benefits.
“Currently, there is a growing demand for nurses, especially in the ambulance services, critical
care, mental health, and geriatric care sectors. There is also a demand for medical technicians,”
said Anoop K.A., Managing Director of the Kerala Government’s Overseas Development and
Employment Promotion Consultants (ODEPC).
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Overall, only 300 nurses were recruited abroad through the ODEPC in 2019-20. But between
August 2020 and February 2021, the organisation sent over 420 nurses to the UAE, Oman,
Saudi Arabia, and the U.K. “And this number is on the rise,’’ Mr. Anoop said.
Evelyn P. Kannan, secretary-general, Trained Nurses Association of India, Delhi, said that
worldwide, countries were strengthening their healthcare systems after the pandemic.
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“We are definitely seeing a growing demand for trained nurses. Increased salary, healthcare
benefits, family visa, etc., make the shift a lucrative deal,” Ms. Kannan said.
Better prospects
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The sentiment is echoed by nurses — even those working in Central government hospitals in
the national capital. “In India, working as a nurse is becoming challenging and less attractive
with long duty hours and comparatively less pay. The growth prospects are also limited,” a staff
nurse at a government hospital in Delhi, who did not want to be named, said.
“Strengthening healthcare workforce in India: the 2047 Agenda”, a report by the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), says: “Nursing is becoming less desirable
as a profession and is witnessing increased migration to foreign countries, which has left India
facing one of its worst shortages of nursing staff in recent years.”
The report adds: “There is a great need for qualified nurses who are not only technically sound
but also have specialised in various fields and are up to date on the most recent medical
technology.”
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TUBERCULOSIS FINDS EASY PICKINGS IN CLOSED
TEA GARDENS OF NORTH BENGAL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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In penury:The loss of jobs and erratic government assistance have meant the workers have to
fend for themselves. In picture, Kamal Mangar at the State-run health clinic near the
factory.DEBASISH BHADURIDebasish Bhaduri
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A tea factory and its related infrastructure lie in ruins at the Lankapara Tea Garden in Madarihat
block of West Bengal. Tea plants on hectares of land have either turned brown or wilted in the
garden, suggesting years of neglect. The garden, next to the picturesque hills that separate
India and Bhutan and home to thousands of tea workers, has remained closed since the spring
of 2015. For workers, the closure has meant poverty, malnutrition and an unforeseen malaise —
tuberculosis.
Kamal Mangar, 25, queues up at a State-run health clinic behind the hospital that had gone to
seed along with the tea factory. A health worker takes his weight and shouts 39 kg. The youth
with tuberculosis has been reduced to a bag of bones.
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There have been 11 cases of tuberculosis at the garden since 2019, the health worker at the
clinic said. Lankapara has a population of nearly 7,500 and about 30% of the people have
migrated for work. Mr. Mangar cannot go out for work to Kerala like he did a few years ago
because of his illness. His father, Kancha Mangar, also unemployed, said his son did not get the
Rs. 500 monthly welfare assistance given by the State to tuberculosis patients.

ac
k

Since the plantation has remained closed for seven years, the workers survive on five months of
plucking (April to September) and selling the leaves through various committees.
About 30 km from Lankapara is the Dheklepara Tea Garden which has been closed since 2002.
At the entrance of the garden in Alipurduar district stands a dilapidated tea processing factory
and a few rusted vehicles. Near the structure, a few workers of the garden are weighing a pile of
tea leaves collected from plants that still survive.
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A few metres away, at the workers’ quarters, Praksh Tanti, 56, lies on his bed well past
afternoon. On June 15, he was released from Birpara Sadar Hospital and the diagnosis states
tuberculosis pleural effusion — one of the most common kinds of extra-pulmonary tuberculosis.
He cannot work and doctors have prescribed him a high-protein diet including eggs, which he
said he cannot afford. His 22-year-old son has migrated out for work and does not keep in touch
with the family. Like Mr. Mangar, Mr. Tanti too does not get the Rs. 500 monthly assistance.
Poor conditions
Anuradha Talwar of Paschim Banga Khet Majoor Samity, who has been working with unions of
tea gardens in north Bengal, said the closed gardens provide ideal conditions for malnutrition
and tuberculosis. “For workers of gardens that have been shut, the State government provides
free rations, but there is no other support. Therefore, malnutrition leads to tuberculosis among
the workers,” Ms. Talwar said. She said the government was providing Rs. 1,500 monthly to
such workers under the FAWLOI (Financial Assistance to Workers of Locked-out Industries)
scheme.
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Over the past few years, the samity and other trade unions of north Bengal have raised the
issue of malnutrition in the closed tea gardens. In 2015, the West Bengal Right to Food
Campaign reported a death due to malnutrition in a closed tea garden.
In other districts too
There were also reports of malnutrition in abandoned tea gardens in the Dooars (Himalayan
foothills) areas of districts such as Alipurduar, Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling.
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In 2014, the State health officials admitted that 25 children suffered from severe malnutrition and
low weight in the five closed tea gardens. The children had to be admitted to State-run hospitals
in Jalpaiguri district. According to trade unions, six tea gardens lie shut in the Dooars region.
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In the first week of October, the Alipurduar district administration provided financial assistance to
about 1,500 workers of Dheklepara and Lankapra tea gardens just before the Durga Puja. The
workers, however, say that the solution to their plight lies in reopening the gardens.
In the closed plantations of Darjeeling district, the situation is eerily similar. At the State-run
health centre at the Panighata Tea Estate, a health worker said there were nine patients — five
men and four women — with tuberculosis. Lalita Trikey (49), who had come to collect medicines
for tuberculosis, said that she sought medical intervention when she started vomiting blood. Ms.
Tirkey, who lives with nine members of her family, said that after the garden closed down, she
had been travelling long distances to other gardens for work.
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Phulmani Khalkho, an auxiliary nurse midwife at the health facility, said that even after
completing the required dose, some patients had not gained weight. Tina Lakra, 39, a mother of
two, weighs only 31 kg and has been out of work for almost three years. The State government
officials, however, denied the prevalence of tuberculosis in the closed tea gardens of north
Bengal. “We have a very good screening process to locate TB patients so it does not matter if a
tea garden is open and closed. Even in the time of COVID-19, we continued with the screening.
Our aim is to eliminate TB in the region by 2025,” Susanta Kumar Ray, Officer on Special Duty
(Public Health), North Bengal, said.
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