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ENDING AFSPA
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Various Security Forces & Agencies and their mandate
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It augurs well for the future that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given the first authentic
indication that the operation of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) may come to
an end in the whole of the north-eastern region, if ongoing efforts to normalise the situation bear
fruit. Mr. Modi’s remark that a good deal of work is being done in that direction, not only in
Assam but also Nagaland and Manipur, may be rooted in his keenness to demonstrate the level
of progress achieved in the region under his regime; but it will bring immense relief to the
citizens, nevertheless. Areas notified as ‘disturbed areas’ under AFSPA have been progressively
reduced in the last few years, mainly due to the improvement in the security situation. About a
month ago, the Union Home Ministry reduced such notified areas considerably in Assam,
Nagaland and Manipur. There was a substantial reduction in Assam, where AFSPA was
removed entirely in 23 districts and partially in one. In Nagaland, after the removal of the law
from 15 police stations in seven districts, it remains in areas under 57 police stations, spread
across 13 districts. Areas under 82 police stations are still notified under the Act in Manipur,
even though 15 police station areas were excluded from the notification from April 1. Mr. Modi,
who spoke at a ‘peace, unity and development rally’ in Diphu in Assam last week, cited “better
administration” and the “return of peace” as the reasons for the removal of AFSPA in these
areas in a region that has seen insurgencies for decades.
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AFSPA was revoked in Tripura in 2015 and in Meghalaya in 2018. It is not unforeseeable that
other States will also be excluded from its purview at some point of time. It is convenient to link
the exclusion of an area from AFSPA’s purview with reduction in violence by armed groups,
improvement in the security situation and an increase in development activity, but what is
important is the recognition that the law created an atmosphere of impunity and led to the
commission of excesses and atrocities. It was hardly four months ago that 15 civilians were
killed in Mon district in Nagaland in a botched military operation. Therefore, alongside the
gradual reduction in the areas under the Act, there should be serious efforts to procure justice
for victims of past excesses too. On the political side, it is indeed true that much headway has
been made in moving towards a political solution to some of the multifarious disputes in the
region, in the form of peace accords, ceasefire and creation of sub-regional administrative
arrangements. The removal of AFSPA from the entire region will be an inevitable step in the
process. But irrespective of the security situation, AFSPA should not have allowed such impunity
to the armed forces.
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OPERATION DUDHI: ASSAM RIFLES HONOURS
SURVIVING SOLDIERS
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

The Assam Rifles honouring the heroes of Operation Dudhi in Shillong on Monday.Special
arrangement
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The paramilitary Assam Rifles on Monday felicitated the surviving soldiers of Operation Dudhi,
marked in the country’s defence history as India’s most successful counter-insurgency operation
more than 30 years ago.
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A team of 15 soldiers of the Assam Rifles’ 7th Battalion led by Naib Subedar Padam Bahadur
Chhetri had on May 5, 1991, gunned down 72 Pakistan-trained extremists and captured 13
others at 14,000 ft in J&K.
Two Assam Rifles soldiers — riflemen Kameshwar Prasad and Ram Kumar Arya — died during
the six-hour gun battle.
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“Our Director-General, Lt. Gen. P.C. Nair, had met some of the heroes of Op Dudhi during a
recent trip to Nepal and thought of felicitating them for their outstanding feat that is yet to be
matched. They were honoured in Shillong today,” a spokesperson said.
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PANGONG BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION IS IN ‘OCCUPIED
TERRITORY’: CENTRE
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

Still waters:The bridge will help to cut down time significantly for the movement of PLA
troops.APMANISH SWARUP
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India is closely monitoring the construction of a bridge by China on the Pangong Tso (lake) in
eastern Ladakh, which is in “occupied territory”, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on
Thursday. Sources in the security establishment stated that a broad bridge was currently under
construction, connecting both sides of the lake, which would significantly cut down time for the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to move troops and armoured vehicles, while a smaller bridge
built early this year was intended to support construction of the main one.
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Official sources said the construction of the main bridge had just commenced and the small
bridge, of which satellite images had come out in January, was not a “permanent bridge” but a
bailey bridge to support the construction of the main one. “The smaller bridge for which
construction started in October 2021 and went on till January this year, recommenced in March
and was completed by April. It is a support bridge to support the construction of a bigger and
broader one. The height of the earlier one is so low that patrol boats can’t pass under it,” a
source in the security establishment said on condition of anonymity. “This is a pattern they follow
in other places as well. So, it cannot be called a second bridge.”
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Responding to questions on this at the weekly press interaction, External Affairs spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said, “We have seen media reports on a new bridge or expansion of old ones.
This is a military issue so I can’t discuss implications. But India has always believed this area is
occupied territory. We continue to monitor such developments.” On the current status of
construction, the source cited above said that construction material were dumped last month
and the work on the main bridge had just commenced. “Latest satellite images show piers,
construction material and cranes on the site now.”
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Stating that it doesn’t make sense to have two bridges at the same location, the source noted
that the main bridge was much higher and broader that would allow the PLA to move troops as
well as armoured vehicles. As reported earlier, the bridge connecting the north and south banks
of Pangong Tso would significantly bring down the time for the PLA to move troops and
equipment between the two sectors.
Earlier, the PLA had to take a roundabout crossing the Rudok county, but now the bridge would
provide a direct axis.
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GOVT. WANTS TO KEEP LOC DETAILS UNDER WRAPS
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

m

There are various gradations of response when a person is stopped. However, a 2010 office
memorandum gives the authorities power to generate LOCs in “exceptional cases” without
complete parameters or case details against “suspects, terrorists, anti-national elements, etc, in
larger national interest.” In 2015, Greenpeace activist Priya Pillai was stopped from travelling to
London on a request by the Intelligence Bureau based on the “etc” provision in the 2010 order.
The LOC was later quashed by the Delhi High Court.
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On April 5, the Punjab and Haryana High Court quashed an LOC by Bank of India against a
woman identified as Noor Paul, 30, who was stopped at the Delhi airport on February 22 on her
way to Dubai. The court held that the action of Bank of India to issue an LOC against her, who
was a guarantor to a loan procured by her father, was “arbitrary, illegal and violative of Article 21
of the Constitution.”
Coming down heavily on the respondents that included the MHA, Bank of India and the Bureau
of Immigration, the court said the MHA and BOI should serve a copy of the LOC and state the
reasons to the person against whom it was issued “as soon as possible” and provide a “postdecisional opportunity.” It asked the MHA to include these directions into the “Official
Memorandum” or the guidelines that govern the opening of LOCs.
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Asserting that “LOCs cannot be shown to the subject” at the time of detention nor any prior
intimation can be provided, the MHA moved the Supreme Court against the said order.

ac
k

Satya Pal Jain, Additional Solicitor General of India in the Punjab and Haryana High Court, told
The Hindu that the particular part of the judgement where the court asked to read the
instructions into the official memorandum had been stayed by the Supreme Court.
“The Government of India moved the Supreme Court against the said observations and the
honourable court stayed the particular paragraph of the judgement where it asked to provide a
copy of the LOC, the reasons and a hearing to the affected person. This provision can be used
by hardened criminals to bypass the system and escape the country,” Mr. Jain said.
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LOCs can be modified; deleted or withdrawn only at the request of the originator and
immigration is only the executing authority.
As per norms, an LOC will stay valid for a maximum period of 12 months and if there is no fresh
request from the agency, then it will not be automatically revived.
However there have been cases when LOCs have been revived in a bureaucratic process.
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GOVT. TO DEVELOP FRAMEWORK TO CURB FAKE ECOMMERCE REVIEWS
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Basics of Cyber Security and related matters

The government on Saturday said it will develop a framework to keep a check on fake reviews
posted on e-commerce websites to protect consumer interest.
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The Consumer Affairs Ministry, along with the Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI),
held a virtual meeting on Friday with stakeholders, including e-commerce entities, to discuss the
magnitude of fake reviews on their platforms. Fake reviews mislead consumers into buying
online products and services.
According to an official statement, the Department of Consumer Affairs will develop these
frameworks after studying the present mechanism being followed by the e-commerce entities in
India and best practices available globally.
Consumer fora, law universities, lawyers, FICCI, CII and consumer rights activists participated in
the meeting.Since e-commerce involves a virtual shopping experience without any opportunity to
physically view or examine the product, consumers heavily rely on reviews posted on platforms
to see the opinion and experience of users who have already purchased the product or service.
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“Traceability by ensuring the authenticity of the reviewer and the associated liability of the
platform are the two key issues here. Also e-commerce players must disclose as to how they
choose the ‘most relevant reviews’ for display in a fair and transparent manner,” Consumer
Affairs Secretary Rohit Kumar Singh said.
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All stakeholders agreed that the issue deserves to be monitored closely and an appropriate
framework governing the fake reviews should be developed for protection of consumer interest,
the statement from the Ministry said.
Stakeholders from e-commerce companies said they have frameworks in place by which they
monitor fake reviews and would be pleased to take part in developing a legal framework on the
issue, it added.
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Nidhi Khare, Additional Secretary, and Anupam Mishra, Joint Secretary, in the Department of
Consumer Affairs also attended the meeting. Manisha Kapoor, CEO, Advertising Standards
Council of India, highlighted the categories of fake and misleading reviews and their impact on
consumer interest.
The issues discussed included how paid reviews, unverifiable reviews and absence of
disclosure in case of incentivised reviews make it challenging for consumers.
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