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WILL TRY TO STRENGTHEN SPIRIT OF COOPERATION
WITH EUROPE: PM
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

m

Welfare of the Indian diaspora, the crisis in Ukraine and renewable energy are expected to be in
focus during the three-nation Europe tour of Prime Minister Narendra Modi that starts on
Monday. In a pre-departure press statement, Mr. Modi said his visit would strengthen the spirit of
cooperation between India and the European countries.
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“My visit to Europe comes at a time when the region faces many challenges and choices.
Through my engagements, I intend to strengthen the spirit of cooperation with our European
partners, who are important companions in India’s quest for peace and prosperity,” Mr. Modi
said. The visit is the first big engagement by the top Indian leadership with major European
powers since the Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24.
Ties with Germany

Mr. Modi will reach Berlin on Monday morning where he will hold talks with Chancellor Olaf
Scholz. The two leaders will lead the Indian and German delegations during the InterGovernmental Consultations (IGC).
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“I see the IGC as an early engagement with the new government of Germany, within six months
of its formation, which will be helpful to identify our priorities for the medium and long term,” Mr.
Modi said.
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Holding a special briefing on the visit, the newly appointed Foreign Secretary, Vinay Mohan
Kwatra, said External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
will accompany the Prime Minister and hold talks with their respective counterparts.
The visit by Mr. Modi comes against the backdrop of multiple visits by European leaders to
Ukraine who have pressed for a common front against Russia.
Mr. Kwatra, however, indicated that India would stick to the cautious stance regarding Russia.
“We have been calling for cessation of violence,” he said.

cr

India has refused to endorse an outrightly pro-Ukraine line at the United Nations and has
maintained neutrality in the face of mounting pressure from Western countries.
Indian diaspora
Mr. Kwatra said outreach to the Indian diaspora would be an important part of Mr. Modi’s visit.
“Continental Europe is home to over one million persons of Indian origin, and Germany has a
significant proportion of this diaspora,” Mr. Modi said, adding that he would meet “brothers and
sisters there”.
From Berlin, Mr. Modi will fly to Copenhagen where he will lead the Indian team at the second
India-Nordic Summit along with the Prime Ministers of Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Sweden and
Norway. The summit is expected to focus on the post-pandemic economic path, climate change,
digitisation and renewable energy.
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On his way back, Mr. Modi will meet French President Emmanuel Macron who recently won the
re-election against far-right candidate Marine Le Pen.
“President Macron and I will share assessment on various regional and global issues and will
take stock of ongoing bilateral cooperation. It is my firm belief that two countries that share such
similar vision and values for the global order, must work in close cooperation each other,” Mr.
Modi said in his statement.
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TRADE PACT BETWEEN INDIA, UAE IS ACTIVE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

The India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), the biggest bilateral
trade pact between the two major economies, was activated on Sunday.
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The agreement was signed on February 18 between the two sides. Coinciding with the important
occasion, Secretary, Department of Commerce, B.V.R. Subrahmanyam flagged off the first
consignment of goods consisting of jewellery items from India to the UAE under the India-UAE
CEPA at an event held at the New Customs House here.
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The India-UAE CEPA is the first of the major bilateral trade pacts that India has been negotiating
to kickstart international trade in the post-COVID-19 scenario.
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MINT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

NEW DELHI : The government is mulling a reduction in the cess charged on edible oil imports to
soften a spike in prices following the recent Indonesian ban on shipments of crude palm oil,
which account for nearly half of India’s imports of the commodity.
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The ministry of consumer affairs, food and public distribution is likely to propose a cut in the 5%
Agriculture Infrastructure Development Cess (AIDC) as India explores alternative channels for
palm oil supplies, according to a government official. A final call will be taken by the department
of revenue in the ministry of finance.
India is also likely to engage with Indonesia, the world’s largest exporter of palm oil, through
diplomatic channels and also hold bilateral talks over the sudden export ban that has sparked
inflationary fears globally, people in the know further said.
“We have alternative cooking oils available. But the real concern is around prices. For that, we
can cut duty. Agriculture cess can be slashed in order to stabilize edible oil prices. However, the
ban by Indonesia is most likely to be reversed in a matter of weeks," the government official told
Mint.
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India is the largest importer of palm oil from Indonesia. It imports about nine million tonnes of
palm oil annually and the commodity accounts for over 40% share of India’s overall edible oil
consumption basket. Experts said that edible oil prices could soar to almost double if an
alternative source is not found.
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A finance ministry official told Mint that a reduction in cess may not really help cool edible oil
prices, as the prices have risen very sharply. “There is now only a very small cess of 5% on
edible oil imports. We doubt doing away with that will have any significant impact on the prices,"
he said.
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Another official said that in the event of scarcity, the government could also launch a consumer
awareness campaign asking people to consume less palm oil and switch to alternative oils for
the time being.
Madan Sabanvis, chief economist, Bank of Baroda said, “A reduction in cess will help to an
extent to reduce consumer prices. However, we still have to counter shortages in palm oil which
will create extra demand for other oils. Hence, the price may come down by not more than 2-3
per litre while prices have increased by at least 60-100 per litre over 2020."
Palm oil prices could hammer households as cooking oil prices are already at record levels after
the Ukraine war disrupted shipments of sunflower oil earlier this year. “A reduction in the agri
cess can help to partly douse the inflationary pressures being inflamed by global factors.
However, other pain points may remain, such as higher vegetable prices following the hotter
temperatures and revised diesel prices," said Aditi Nayar, chief economist, ICRA Ltd.
The Union government had in February reduced agri-cess for crude palm oil (CPO) from 7.5% to
5% in order to help control cooking oil prices and support domestic processing companies. The
basic customs duty on crude palm oil is nil.
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Queries sent to the commerce and industry ministry and ministry of agriculture & farmers’
welfare on Friday and ministry of finance on Sunday remained answered till press time.
Indonesia’s coordinating minister for economic affairs Airlangga Hartarto said last week an
export ban on edible oil from 28 April will be expanded to crude palm oil, RBD palm oil and used
cooking oil.
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The palm oil ban could have ramifications beyond the price of cooking oil. Since palm oil and its
derivatives are used in the production of several household goods, the ban could eat into the
margins of Indian packaged consumer goods players too.
ravi.dutt@livemint.com
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CHINA’S ECONOMY FALTERS AMID COVID WOES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Deepening crisis:Employees at work on a truck assembly line at a factory in Qingzhou in
Shandong province.AFP/fileAFP
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A long-time China investor’s declaration that the Chinese economy was “in the worst shape in
the past 30 years” has underlined growing concerns over growth amid Beijing’s continued
emphasis on harsh COVID-19 lockdowns.
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Those fears have deepened following latest data, released over the weekend, showing a
slowdown in manufacturing and services to a two-year low.
The ruling Communist Party’s Politburo met on Friday and pledged a slew of policies to support
embattled sectors, from real estate to tech, which had already been reeling from regulatory
interventions by the Xi Jinping government before the latest spread of Omicron cases and
widening lockdowns.
The Politburo meeting, at the same time, said the country would follow the stringent “zeroCOVID” approach favoured by President Xi.
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That has left companies and investors unsure about how the government plans to meet what
some analysts say are contradictory targets as it balances zero-COVID and growth.
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Rare comments that emerged this past weekend from prominent investor Weijian Shan,
chairman of Hong Kong private equity firm PAG and a major investor in China who has broadly
been positive about the economy, portrayed a dire picture of the current situation in a private
video with investors. This reflected the sentiment among many firms who are reluctant to
publicly voice their concerns, according to observers in Hong Kong and Beijing.
‘Worst shape in 30 years’

cr

The economy was “in the worst shape in the past 30 years,” he said in the private video,
obtained by the Financial Times , adding that the market sentiment as well as public discontent
were also in the worst state in three decades.
The more than month-long lockdown of Shanghai has had spillover effects likely to severely hurt
growth in the second quarter. The economy grew 4.8% in Q1. Most economists say it is unlikely
now that the government will meet its 5.5% annual growth target.
Data released this weekend showed activity in manufacturing and services sectors fell to a twoyear low. The manufacturing purchasing managers’ index (PMI) shrank to 47.4 from 49.5 in
March, the Hong Kong-based South China Morning Post reported, while the official nonmanufacturing PMI contracted to 41.9 in April from 48.4 the previous month.
The spillover impact of Zero-COVID curbs has also hit the agriculture sector because strict
measures “have hampered the movement of farmers and materials,” financial magazine Caixin
reported last week.
While spring cultivation had begun, farmers in provinces with tight curbs such as Jilin, the
second-largest province for corn production, said they were facing labour shortages and
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difficulties in securing seeds and fertilisers.
Movement of goods across provinces has also been severely impacted because provincial
governments have been, on the one hand, tasked by Beijing to stamp out COVID-19, while, on
the other, to keep transport channels open. Faced with the seemingly contradictory objectives,
most local governments have so far prioritised maintaining zero-COVID over growth.
Many farmers have also been unable to work because of being placed under lockdown.
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One farmer told Caixin he was unable to return home last month for spring planting as he was
not given a travel permit because of COVID-19 curbs.
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TUNISIA ANNOUNCES ‘NATIONAL DIALOGUE’,
WITHOUT OPPOSITION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

Tunisian President Kais Saied has announced the launch of “national dialogue” to help resolve a
political crisis following his controversial power grab, but excluding critical Opposition groups.

m

Mr. Saied, a former law professor elected in 2019 amid public anger against the political class in
the North African nation, sacked the government on July 25 last year, later moving to rule by
decree in moves opponents dubbed a “coup”.
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In a speech late on Sunday, Mr. Saied said a commission would manage “the national dialogue”,
a measure demanded repeatedly by the G7 nations and EU.
Mr. Saied’s proposed talks will include four groups which, together as the “National Dialogue
Quartet”, jointly won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2015 for its work in building what was, at the time,
the only democracy that emerged from the 2011 Arab Spring.
The four groups are the Tunisian General Labour Union (UGTT), the Tunisian Confederation of
Industry, Trade and Handicrafts (UTICA), the Tunisian Human Rights League and the Tunisian
Order of Lawyers.
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On Sunday, UGTT leader Noureddine Taboubi appealed to Mr. Saied to launch the national
dialogue.
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However, Mr. Saied ruled out participation of those “who sabotaged, starved and mistreated the
people”, suggesting it would not include parties and civil society organisations which have
denounced his seizure of power.
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‘CANNOT ISOLATE TRADE FROM INVESTMENT,
CLIMATE ISSUES’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

In tandem:Marten Van den Berg called for joint action from the public and private sectors to save
the planet.PICHUMANI K.

m

It is not possible to isolate trade from other issues related to trade including investment and the
climate while negotiating a free trade agreement (FTA), Netherlands Ambassador to India
Marten Van den Berg stressed on Monday.
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“We, as Europeans, think that one cannot isolate trade from other very relevant dimensions
connected to trade,” Mr. Van den Berg said, when asked if the European Union could not settle
for a quick EU-India FTA focussed on areas of mutual agreement, with more thorny issues set
aside for separate resolution. “Economics, trade and investments are very much connected –
70%-80% of global trade is connected to investments. If we invest in each other’s societies, you
must also have dialogues on how we address environment issues and climate challenges,” he
emphasised, adding it didn’t make economic sense to have just a tariffs focussed pact.
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“Our view is that there is a joint responsibility for the public and private sector to ultimately save
our planet. So that’s why we connect trade with environment but also trade with social issues,”
he said while on a visit to the office of The Hindu .
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“When a company does business in a country that does not have an investment protection
agreement, then the premium for insurance against risk of investment loss is higher,” he
observed. “Companies look for two things – certainty and transparency. An investment
protection agreement gives certainty,” he added, highlighting the significance of investment
protection in trade negotiations.
‘A year’s target’

“The target [timeframe] to finalise the trade agreement is one year. If we can agree on the
investment protection aspect then that would have a positive impact on investments.”

cr

Asked if India’s position on the conflict in Ukraine was influenced in part by the West’s response
to India’s border problems with China, he said: “It was never framed that way. I am not sure if
that was case, but it was not framed that way.”
The Dutch government was sensitive to India’s concerns, the Ambassador said, adding: “We are
aware of the tensions and the situation between India and China, and also of China’s position on
security issues in the South China Sea. We are very much aware of the maritime security
tensions. Netherlands was also one of the few European nations that had a policy paper on the
Indo-Pacific that was welcomed by India.”
If we invest in each other’s societies, you must also have dialogues on how we address
environment issues and climate challenges

Our code of editorial values
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MINT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

No country can emerge victorious in the Ukraine conflict, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on
Monday, adding that India was for peace and it appealed for an end to the war.

m

Addressing a joint press event with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin, the Prime Minister
also said that due to the turmoil in Ukraine war, commodity prices have increased.
“Talks are the only way forward," PM Modi said. Further talking about the crisis in Ukraine, the
PM said the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war will impact developing countries as well.
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He also said India is also concerned about the humanitarian consequences of the conflict.
On his part, Scholz said Russia has violated the UN charter by attacking Ukraine. He said he
has also invited PM Modi for G-7 summit in Germany.
PM Modi further said that India and Germany have decide to set up green hydrogen taskforce.
India is committed to quick progress in free trade agreement negotiations with European Union,
the PM said.
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PM Modi and Scholz co-chaired the sixth India-Germany Inter-Governmental Consultations
today afternoon. The two leaders held a one-on-one discussion before the delegation-level talks.
This was the Prime Minister's first meeting with Scholz after he assumed the office of the
Chancellor in December last year.
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PM Modi had landed in Germany early this morning on the first leg of his three-nation tour.
Taking to Twitter, PM Modi wrote in English and German: "I am confident this visit will boost the
friendship between India and Germany."
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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JOINT STATEMENT: 6TH INDIA-GERMANY INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONSULTATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

m

1. Today the Governments of the Federal Republic of Germany and of the Republic of India,
under the co-chairmanship of the Federal Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, held the sixth round of Inter-Governmental Consultations. Besides the two
leaders, the two delegations comprised Ministers and other high representatives of the lineministries mentioned in the annex.
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2. As India celebrates the 75th anniversary of its independence, the relationship between
Germany and India is firmly rooted in mutual trust, joint interests in servicing the peoples of both
countries and shared values of democracy, rule of law and human rights, and multilateral
responses to global challenges.
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3. Both Governments underlined the importance of an effective rules-based international order
with the United Nations and the fundamental principles of international law as enshrined in
Charter of the United Nations at its core, including respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all States. They reaffirmed their Governments’ determination to strengthen and
reform multilateralism to tackle current and future challenges, to defend peace and stability
globally, to bolster international law, and to defend the fundamental principles of peaceful
settlement of conflicts and the sovereignty and territorial integrity of states.
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4. Both leaders highlighted their commitment to an economic recovery from the Covid-19
pandemic that safeguards the planet. They underlined their firm commitment to the objective of
holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial
levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°Cabove pre-industrial levels
and bolstering a just transition towards renewable energies. They stressed that the economic
recovery should further build a more resilient, environmentally sustainable, climate-friendly and
inclusive future for all in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the
national commitments by both countries under the Paris Agreement.
A Partnership of Shared Values and Regional and Multilateral Interests
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5. Firmly convinced of the importance of a rules-based international order with the United
Nations at its core and respect for international law, Germany and India underlined the
importance of effective and reformed multilateralism. They renewed their call to reform the
multilateral system in light of pressing global challenges such as climate change, poverty, global
food security, threats to democracy such as misinformation, international conflicts and crises
and international terrorism. As long-standing members of the "Group of Four”, the two
Governments are committed to intensify their efforts to spur on an overdue reform of the UN
Security Council in order to make it fit for this purpose and reflective of contemporary realities.
Both Governments underline to support each other in relevant elections. Germany reiterated its
steadfast support for India’s early entry into the Nuclear Suppliers Group.
6. Both sides stressed the significance of a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific, recognizing the
centrality of ASEAN. They acknowledged the Policy Guidelines for the Indo-Pacific of the
German Federal Government, the EU Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific and the IndoPacific Oceans Initiative enunciated by India. Both sides underlined the importance of
unimpeded commerce and freedom of navigation in accordance with International Law, notably
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the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982, in all maritime domains
including in the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. As an important milestone in Germany’s
growing engagement with the Indo-Pacific region, both sides welcomed the port call by the
German Navy Frigate ‘Bayern’ in Mumbai in January 2022. Germany also agreed to welcome an
Indian Naval ship on a friendly visit to a German port next year.
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7. India and Germany welcome the deepening of the strategic cooperation between India and
the EU, particularly after the India-EU Leaders’ Meeting in Porto in May 2021 and agreed to
further strengthen it. They look forward to the implementation of the India-EU Connectivity
Partnership. The two sides expressed satisfaction on the launch of the India-EU Trade and
Technology Council, which will foster closer engagement in addressing challenges at the nexus
of trade, trusted technology and security.
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8. Both sides emphasized the cooperation with regional organizations such as the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) as well as in
multilateral fora such as the G20. In this respect, India and Germany particularly look forward to
close cooperation during India’s G20 Presidency in 2023. Germany welcomed the presentation
of India’s G20 priorities and agreed to work together on strong G20 action in addressing
common global challenges.
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9. Both sides acknowledged the close cooperation between the G7 and India during the current
German G7 Presidency including on just energy transition. They agreed to establish under
Germany’s G7 presidency and with other governments a dialogue to jointly work on just energy
transition pathways to address the opportunities and challenges of climate-compatible energy
policies, rapid deployment of renewable and access to sustainable energy. This can also include
mitigation-oriented adaptation to climate change, particularly in the energy sector.
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10. Germany reiterated its strong condemnation of the unlawful and unprovoked aggression
against Ukraine by Russian Forces.
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Germany and India expressed their serious concern about the ongoing humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine. They unequivocally condemned civilian deaths in Ukraine. They reiterated the need for
an immediate cessation of hostilities. They emphasised that the contemporary global order has
been built on the UN Charter, international law and respect for sovereignty and the territorial
integrity of states. They discussed the destabilizing effect of the conflict in Ukraine and its
broader regional and global implications. Both sides agreed to remain closely engaged on the
issue.
11. On Afghanistan, both sides expressed their serious concern about the humanitarian
situation, the resurgence of violence, including targeted terrorist attacks, the systemic violations
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the hampered access of girls and women to
education. They reiterated strong support for a peaceful, secure and stable Afghanistan and
confirmed to continue to provide humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan.
12. Both sides reaffirmed the importance of UNSC Resolution 2593 (2021) which, amongst
others, unequivocally demands that Afghan territory not be used for sheltering, training, planning
or financing terrorist acts. They also agreed to continue close consultations on the situation in
Afghanistan.
13. Both leaders strongly condemned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, including any
use of terrorist proxies and cross-border terrorism. They called upon all countries to work
towards rooting out terrorist safe havens and infrastructure, disrupting terrorist networks and
financing in accordance with international law, including international humanitarian law. They
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further called for concerted action against all terrorist groups, including groups proscribed by the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 1267 Sanctions Committee. Both sides also committed
to continued exchange of information about sanctions and designations against terror groups
and individuals, countering radicalism, and terrorists ‘use of the Internet and cross-border
movement of terrorists.
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14. Both leaders also emphasized the importance of upholding international standards on antimoney laundering and combating the financing of terrorism by all countries, including in FATF
which will advance and strengthen the framework for global cooperation and reinforce the fight
against terrorism.
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15. Both Governments expressed support for the conclusion of the negotiations, restoration and
full implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. Germany and India also
commend the important role of the IAEA in this context.
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16. With a view to deepening the security cooperation, both sides agreed to begin negotiations
on an Agreement on the exchange of classified information. Both sides acknowledged the need
to further deepen bilateral security and defence cooperation as strategic partners to jointly
address global security challenges. They agreed to intensify bilateral exchanges on security and
defence issues. Furthermore, both sides are actively seeking to enhance research, codevelopment and co-production activities bilaterally, under EU and with other partners. In this
regard, both sides agreed to continue to hold regular bilateral Cyber Consultations and
reconvene the Defence Technology Sub-Group (DTSG) meeting. The two Governments
expressed support for enhancing high-technology trade, including defence goods, between the
two countries.
A Partnership for Green and Sustainable Development
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17. Both Governments acknowledged their joint responsibility for the protection of the planet and
for shared, sustainable and inclusive growth, leaving no-one behind. Both leaders highlighted
that Indo-German Cooperation on Sustainable Development and Climate Action is guided by the
commitments of India and Germany under the Paris Agreement and the SDGs, including
pursuing efforts to holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C
above pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels. They look forward to accelerate the implementation of these commitments
and welcomed, in this respect, the Joint Declaration of Intent establishing the Indo-German
Partnership for Green and Sustainable Development. The Partnership will aim to intensify
bilateral, triangular and multilateral cooperation and link it with the strong commitment of both
sides on the implementation of the Paris Agreement and SDGs. Considering that the timeline for
the realisation of SDGs and some of the climate targets declared by India and Germany during
COP26 in Glasgow culminate in 2030, they will work together to learn from each other and to
facilitate the achievement of their respective objectives. Germany intends to strengthen its
financial and technical cooperation and other assistance to India with a long-term goal of at least
10 billion Euros of new and additional commitments till 2030 under this Partnership. This will
support inter alia the achievement of their ambitious goals in the climate action and sustainable
development space, further promote German-Indian research and development (R&D),
encourage private investment and thus aim at leveraging further funding. India and Germany
stress the importance of swift implementation of existing and future commitments.
18. Both sides agreed to create a biennial Ministerial Mechanism within the framework of the
Intergovernmental Consultations (IGC) that will provide high-level political direction to this
Partnership. All existing bilateral formats and initiatives in the fields of climate action, sustainable
development, energy transition, development cooperation and triangular cooperation will
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contribute to the Partnership and report on progress to the Ministerial Mechanism.
19. Both sides will work towards identifying deliverables in the priority areas of energy transition,
renewable energy, sustainable urban development, green mobility, circular economy, climate
action inter alia on mitigation, climate resilience and adaptation, agro-ecological transformation,
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, environment protection & sustainable use of
natural resources and take stock of progress on the objectives of the Partnership on a regular
basis.
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20. As deliverables of the Indo-German Partnership for Green and Sustainable Development,
both sides agreed to:

S.
co

i. Develop an Indo-German Green Hydrogen Roadmap based on the inputs by the Indo-German
Green Hydrogen Task Forcesupported by the Indo-German Energy Forum (IGEF).
ii. Establish an Indo-German Renewable Energy Partnership focusing on innovative solar energy
and other renewables, including the associated challenges for electricity grids, storage and
market design to facilitate a just energy transition. The partnership would also support creation
of a circular economy for solar technologies. Germany expressed its intention to provide
financial and technical cooperation including concessional loans of up to 1 billion EUR from
2020 to 2025 depending on high quality project preparation and the availability of funds.
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iii. Establish a lighthouse cooperation on "Agroecology and Sustainable Management of Natural
Resources” to benefit the rural population and small-scale farmers in India in terms of income,
food security, climate resilience, improved soil, biodiversity, forest restoration and water
availability and to promote Indian experience globally. Germany expressed its intention to
provide financial and technical cooperation including concessional loans of up to 300 million
EUR until 2025 depending on high quality project preparation and the availability of funds.
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iv. Further examine collaboration on Green Energy Corridors, e.g. the Leh-Haryana transmission
line and the project of a carbon neutral Ladakh.
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v. Deepen cooperation in restoring forest landscapes under the Bonn Challenge as an important
measure to fight poverty, preserve and restore biodiversity and prevent and attenuate climate
change, acknowledging also the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030 as a
framework for intensified political partnership and dialogue and accelerated action to increase
the area of healthy ecosystems and end their loss, fragmentation and degradation.
vi. Deepen cooperation on the creation of suitable conditions for the successful and sustainable
use of green technologies, including in the area of reduction of air pollution.
vii. Work together on Triangular Cooperation, based on individual strengths and experiences in
development cooperation and offer sustainable, viable and inclusive projects in third countries to
support the achievement of SDGs and climate targets.
21. In addition and in the context of the Indo-German Partnership for Green and Sustainable
Development, both sides welcomed the progress of existing initiatives including:
i. The Indo-German Energy Forum launched in 2006 and flagship cooperation programs initiated
under this partnership. They agreed to further enhance its strategic dimension and private sector
involvement.
ii. The cooperation within the Indo-German Environment Forum (IGEnvF), which held its last
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meeting in February 2019 in Delhi. They strive to encourage the participation of provincial and
municipal authorities taking into account the federal structure of both countries.
iii. The meetings of the Joint Working Group on Biodiversity last held virtually in February 2021,
where both sides underlined their support to adopt an ambitious post-2020 global biodiversity
framework with strong targets at CBD COP15 and expressed their intention to work towards the
establishment of tangible cooperation.
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iv. The good opportunities created by the Joint Working Group on Waste and Circular Economy,
in particular to further intensify the cooperation and exchange of experiences between both
countries. They agreed to continue and intensify the Indo-German Environment Cooperation by
supporting the effective and efficient implementation of ambitious objectives and policies in order
to prevent litter, especially plastics, entering the marine environment as set in SDG target 14.1
and to especially focus on the implementation of SDG target 8.2 (technological upgrading and
innovation), 11.6 (municipal and other waste management) and 12.5 (recycling and reduction of
waste).India and Germany agreed to closely cooperate in the UNEA towards establishing a
global legally binding agreement on plastic pollution.

IA

v. The Indo-German Partnership on Green Urban Mobility launched in 2019 and the substantive
development cooperation portfolio that has been developed. Accelerated action and
collaboration is envisaged to support the integration of sustainable modes of transport, such as
metros, light metros, fuel efficient low-emission and electric bus systems, non-motorized
transport, and facilitate early integrated planning for sustainable mobility for all with a view to
work on concrete targets for the joint work in the partnership until 2031.
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vi. The collaboration between NITI Aayog and BMZ in developing the country’s first SDG Urban
Index & Dashboard (2021-22) aimed at strengthening SDG localization at the city level and for
fostering data-driven decision making as well as plans for further SDG implementation at state
and district level.
22. Both sides reiterated their intention to continue their successful cooperation on urban
development within the International Smart Cities Network. In order to promote multilateral
experience sharing and learning on the subject of Smart Cities they agreed on a mutual Smart
City Online-Symposium in 2022.
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23. Both sides agreed to continue the regular meetings of the Joint Indo-German Working Group
on sustainable urban development, acknowledging the significant role of sustainable and
resilient cities to achieve the objectives laid out by the Paris Agreement and the Agenda 2030.
24. Both sides reaffirmed the constructive role of the Joint Working Group on Agriculture, Food
Industry and Consumer Protection, which held its last meeting in March 2021. They expressed
satisfaction about the achieved results and continued willingness of cooperation based on
existing MoUs in the fields of sustainable agricultural production, food safety, agricultural training
and skilling, post-harvest management and agricultural logistics.
25. Both Governments appreciated the final stage of the successful flagship project in the Indian
seed sector in order to contribute to promoting farmers’ access to high quality seeds as a
fundamental basis for sustainable agricultural production. They noted the second bilateral
cooperation project started in August 2021, which aims to support ongoing reform efforts to
strengthen and modernize India’s agricultural market development.
26. Both sides expressed willingness to develop cooperation activities in the field of food safety
based on existing cooperation agreements.
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27. Both sides acknowledged the MoU signed between the German Agribusiness Alliance
(GAA) and Agriculture Skill Council of India (ASCI) on establishment of "Indo-German Centers
of Excellence in Agriculture” aimed at promoting practical skill development in agriculture in India
by bridging gaps and upgrading skill of farmers and wage workers.
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28. Both sides agreed that the technology and knowledge transfer in the food and agriculture
sector is key to more sustainable food systems and that tailored research cooperation projects in
the area of food safety by the "Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung” (BfR) and FSSAI can be
considered.
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29. The International Solar Alliance (ISA): Both sides agreed to deepen collaboration and
support by building on the synergies of Indian and German strategic priorities and associated
global cooperation effortsin the field of solar energy.
30. The InsuResilience Global Partnership and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure:
Both sides agreed to strengthen collaboration on risk finance and insurance solutions against
climate and disaster risks as well as capacity building via the Global Initiative for Disaster Risk
Management. Germany welcomed the Indian announcement to become a member of the
InsuResilience Global Partnership.
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31. Both sides agreed to enhance collaboration with the Indian and German private sector in the
context of public-private partnerships for innovation and investments in SDGs and climate goals
in particular through DeveloPPP and structured funding mechanisms to mobilise the private
sector.
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32. Both sides expressed their appreciation for the preparation for the UN 2023 Water
Conference and underlined their support for SDG 6 and other water-related goals and targets of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
A Partnership for Trade, Investment and Digital Transformation
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33. Appreciating the continued adherence to and underlining the importance of rules-based,
open, inclusive, free and fair trade, Germany and India highlighted the importance of the WTO
as the center of the multilateral trading system and central pillar of integrating developing
countries into the global trading system. Both Governments committed to reforming the WTO
with the objective of strengthening its principles and functions, especially, preserving the two-tier
Appellate Body, along with the autonomy of the Appellate Body.
34. Germany and India are important trade and investment partners. Both sides expressed their
strong support for the upcoming negotiations between the European Union and India on a Free
Trade Agreement, an Investment Protection Agreement and an Agreement on Geographical
Indications, and underlined the enormous potential of such Agreements for expanding bilateral
trade and investment.
35. Germany and India stressed the importance of implementing the UN Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights and the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises as an
essential part of a sustainable and inclusive economic recovery. Both Governments aim to make
supply chains more resilient, diversified, responsible, and sustainable. Both Governments
highlight the need to work together to ensure that supply chains can continue to bring economic
benefits while upholding international environmental, labour and social standards.
36. Against the backdrop of one of the biggest global jobs and social crises in decades, both
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sides recognised the importance of working together to build back sustainable labour markets
and of aiming to facilitate a resilient, inclusive, gender-responsive and resource efficient
recovery. The goal is to promote employment and decent work, the introduction of re- and
upskilling policies that enable all people of working-age to do the work of tomorrow and
responsive social protection systems that can fight poverty and reduce inequalities, while
contributing to a sustainable future.
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37. Germany welcomed the ratifications of the ILO conventions 138 and 182 by India in 2017.
Both sides underlined the importance of fighting child and forced labour in line with the SDG 8.7
and intend to strengthen their cooperation in these areas. They welcomed a further exchange on
national and international policies to ensure and promote decent work and adequate social
protection in new forms of work, such as the platform economy.
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38. Both sides acknowledged the importance of digital transformation as a key driver for
technological, economic and societal change. The Indo-German Digital Dialogue is an important
instrument to facilitate cooperation on digital topics such as Internet Governance, emerging
technologies and digital business models. At the same time, they expressed their support to
benefit from synergies with other existing initiatives like the industry-driven Indo-German Digital
Experts Group.
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39. In the field of taxation, both sides welcomed the agreement on the two-pillar-solution
reached at the OECD Inclusive Framework on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) on 8
October 2021. Both Governments expressed their common understanding that the solution
should be simple, the process will be inclusive and will contribute to the stabilisation of the
international tax systems by establishing a fair level playing field for all businesses that will stop
the harmful race to the bottom, end aggressive tax planning and guarantee that multinational
enterprises will finally pay their fair share of taxes. Germany and India shared a willingness to
support a swift and effective implementation of both pillars. India and Germany expressed their
commitment to complete the protocol amending the double tax avoidance agreement quickly.
40. In the field of bilateral trade and investment, both sides underlined their readiness to
continue the successful format of the Indo-German Fast Track Mechanism, which has proven to
be an important reference for current and future investors. Further to the half-yearly meetings of
the Fast Track Mechanism, both sides will regularly engage with each other to discuss sector
specific general issues of companies and investors on both sides with regard to ease of doing
business.
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41. Both sides reaffirmed their readiness to continue to promote bilateral economic relations by
implementing the training programme for corporate managers ("Manager Programme"). In this
context, both sides welcomed the signing of a Joint Declaration of Intent by which they arranged
to continuously work together in implementing the training programme for industry executives.
Both sides noted with satisfaction that this cooperation has contributed to achieving tangible
results in the development of their bilateral commerce and trade, to strengthening personal and
business contacts among business executives, and to deepening mutual understanding
between both countries.
42. India acknowledged the technical expertise of German companies in the railway sector.
Building on the Joint Declaration of Intent signed in 2019 between the Federal Ministry of
Economic Affairs and Energy and the Indian Ministry of Railways on future cooperation in
railways, both sides underline their continued interest in cooperating further in high speed and
energy efficient technologies in support of Indian Railways’ ambition to turn net zero by 2030.
43. Germany and India expressed their appreciation for the Indo-German Working Group within
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the Global Project Quality Infrastructure (GPQI) for their continued efforts to strengthen
cooperation in the fields of standardisation, accreditation, conformity assessment and market
surveillance. Both sides noted the Work Plan for 2022 signed during the 8th Annual Meeting of
the Working Group that identifies new areas of collaboration in the areas of digitalisation, smart
and sustainable farming/agriculture and circular economy.
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44. Both Governments expressed their wish to further strengthen the start-up cooperation and in
this context appreciate the ongoing cooperation between Start-up India and the German
Accelerator (GA). They welcomed GA’s intention to further increase its support by offering an
India Market Access program from 2023 onwards and Start-up India's proposal to develop a
common engagement model in partnership with GA for enhanced support to both start-up
communities.
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A Partnership for Political and Academic Exchange, Scientific Cooperation, Mobility of
Workforce and People
45. Both Governments welcomed active people-to-people exchanges including among students,
academia and professional work force. Both sides agreed to support each other’s efforts to
expand the internationalisation of their higher education systems, to interlink further the
innovation and research landscapes of both countries, and to strengthen dual structures for
Vocational Education and Training.
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46. Germany and India expressed their satisfaction at the growing exchanges between the two
countries in the field of education and skill development and intend to engage in further
cooperation. Both Governments expressed their appreciation for setting up Digital preparatory
courses (Studienkolleg) to enable selected Indian students to pursue undergraduate courses in
German Universities. The Indian Government will encourage exchange of students and facilitate
admission of German students in Indian Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) under programmes
like Study in India. Both Governments also welcomed efforts at university level to explore
collaboration between Indian and German universities, e.g. in the form of joint degrees and dual
degrees.
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47. Recognising that academia-industry cooperation is key to catalyse Indo-German strategic
research and development partnerships, both sides welcomed the recent initiatives of IndoGerman Science and Technology Centre (IGSTC) to support industrial fellowships aimed at
industrial exposure of young Indian researchers in a German industrial ecosystem, the Women
Involvement in Science and Engineering Research (WISER) program to facilitate lateral entry of
women researchers into ongoing S&T projects and paired early career fellowships creating an
inclusive ecosystem for the Indo-German S&T cooperation.
48. They particularly expressed their support for the realization of the international Facility for
Antiproton and Ion Research (FAIR) in Darmstadt as one of the cornerstones of bilateral science
cooperation.
49. Both Governments welcomed the finalization of the negotiations on the bilateral agreement
between Germany and India on a comprehensive Migration and Mobility Partnership as
documented by today’s initialling of the draft agreement in the English language. They agreed to
take action to swiftly sign the agreement and bring it into force. They highlighted the importance
of this agreement in facilitating two-way mobility of students, professional and researchers as
well as addressing the challenges of illegal migration.
50. Both Governments welcomed the signing of the placement agreement by the German
Federal Employment Agency (BA) and the State of Kerala regarding the migration of skilled
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health and care workers. By applying a holistic "triple-win approach”, the aim is to benefit the
country of origin and the host country as well as the individual migrants themselves. They further
welcomed the goal of expanding their cooperation beyond the placement agreement with the
state of Kerala with other states in India across various occupational groups while giving
appropriate consideration to the interest of the labour markets in Germany and India as well as
of the migrants themselves.
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51. Both Governments also welcomed the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding by the
German Social Accident Insurance (DGUV) and the National Safety Council (NSC) of India in
the field of safety and health at work and social protection that will enable the reduction of workrelated accidents and diseases and the Memorandum of Understanding by the German Social
Accident Insurance (DGUV) and Directorate General Factory Advice Service & Labour Institutes
(DGFASLI) of India concerning collaboration in the field of occupational safety & health and
social protection.
52. Both Governments also appreciated substantial cultural exchanges and educational
cooperation between Germany and India and the important role of the Goethe-Institut, German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), University Grants Commission (UGC), All India Council
for Technical Education (AICTE) and other relevant institutions in this regard. They recognized
the role of the German political foundations in facilitating such contacts through educational and
dialogue formats.
A Partnership for Global Health
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53. Recognizing that the Covid-19 pandemic continues to present a critical test to prove the
resilience of open societies and multilateral cooperation and that it requires a multilateral
response, both Governments agreed to cooperate in ensuring security of medical supply chains,
strengthening global preparedness for health emergencies and reducing future zoonotic risks,
taking a One-Health-Approach. Both sides underscored their commitment to reforming and
strengthening WHO as directing and coordinating authority on international health work and its
capacity to respond to future pandemics. They acknowledged the importance of facilitating free
movement of people for business and tourism to support economic recovery and agreed to
enhance cooperation on mutual recognition of Covid19 vaccines and vaccination certificates.
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54. Both sides welcomed the collaboration between National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC)
of India and Robert-Koch-Institute (RKI) of Germany in providing technical support for the
establishment of Bio-safety level IV laboratory (BSL-4) in Banda, UP for testing of highly
pathogenic organisms.
55. Both Governments expressed their intent to strengthen the cooperation in the field of
medical products regulation by signing a Joint Declaration of Intent between the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
the Republic of India, and the Federal Institute for Drugs and Medical Devices of the Federal
Republic of Germany (BfArM) and the Paul-Ehrlich-Institut of the Federal Republic Germany
(PEI).
56. Both leaders expressed satisfaction at the deliberations held at the 6th IGC and reaffirmed
their full commitment to further expand and deepen the Indo-German Strategic Partnership.
Prime Minister Modi thanked Chancellor Scholz for his warm hospitality and for hosting the
Indian delegation for the 6th IGC. India looks forward to host the next IGC.
***
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DS/AK
1. Today the Governments of the Federal Republic of Germany and of the Republic of India,
under the co-chairmanship of the Federal Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, held the sixth round of Inter-Governmental Consultations. Besides the two
leaders, the two delegations comprised Ministers and other high representatives of the lineministries mentioned in the annex.
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2. As India celebrates the 75th anniversary of its independence, the relationship between
Germany and India is firmly rooted in mutual trust, joint interests in servicing the peoples of both
countries and shared values of democracy, rule of law and human rights, and multilateral
responses to global challenges.
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3. Both Governments underlined the importance of an effective rules-based international order
with the United Nations and the fundamental principles of international law as enshrined in
Charter of the United Nations at its core, including respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all States. They reaffirmed their Governments’ determination to strengthen and
reform multilateralism to tackle current and future challenges, to defend peace and stability
globally, to bolster international law, and to defend the fundamental principles of peaceful
settlement of conflicts and the sovereignty and territorial integrity of states.
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4. Both leaders highlighted their commitment to an economic recovery from the Covid-19
pandemic that safeguards the planet. They underlined their firm commitment to the objective of
holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial
levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°Cabove pre-industrial levels
and bolstering a just transition towards renewable energies. They stressed that the economic
recovery should further build a more resilient, environmentally sustainable, climate-friendly and
inclusive future for all in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the
national commitments by both countries under the Paris Agreement.
A Partnership of Shared Values and Regional and Multilateral Interests
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5. Firmly convinced of the importance of a rules-based international order with the United
Nations at its core and respect for international law, Germany and India underlined the
importance of effective and reformed multilateralism. They renewed their call to reform the
multilateral system in light of pressing global challenges such as climate change, poverty, global
food security, threats to democracy such as misinformation, international conflicts and crises
and international terrorism. As long-standing members of the "Group of Four”, the two
Governments are committed to intensify their efforts to spur on an overdue reform of the UN
Security Council in order to make it fit for this purpose and reflective of contemporary realities.
Both Governments underline to support each other in relevant elections. Germany reiterated its
steadfast support for India’s early entry into the Nuclear Suppliers Group.
6. Both sides stressed the significance of a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific, recognizing the
centrality of ASEAN. They acknowledged the Policy Guidelines for the Indo-Pacific of the
German Federal Government, the EU Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific and the IndoPacific Oceans Initiative enunciated by India. Both sides underlined the importance of
unimpeded commerce and freedom of navigation in accordance with International Law, notably
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982, in all maritime domains
including in the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. As an important milestone in Germany’s
growing engagement with the Indo-Pacific region, both sides welcomed the port call by the
German Navy Frigate ‘Bayern’ in Mumbai in January 2022. Germany also agreed to welcome an
Indian Naval ship on a friendly visit to a German port next year.
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7. India and Germany welcome the deepening of the strategic cooperation between India and
the EU, particularly after the India-EU Leaders’ Meeting in Porto in May 2021 and agreed to
further strengthen it. They look forward to the implementation of the India-EU Connectivity
Partnership. The two sides expressed satisfaction on the launch of the India-EU Trade and
Technology Council, which will foster closer engagement in addressing challenges at the nexus
of trade, trusted technology and security.
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8. Both sides emphasized the cooperation with regional organizations such as the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) as well as in
multilateral fora such as the G20. In this respect, India and Germany particularly look forward to
close cooperation during India’s G20 Presidency in 2023. Germany welcomed the presentation
of India’s G20 priorities and agreed to work together on strong G20 action in addressing
common global challenges.
9. Both sides acknowledged the close cooperation between the G7 and India during the current
German G7 Presidency including on just energy transition. They agreed to establish under
Germany’s G7 presidency and with other governments a dialogue to jointly work on just energy
transition pathways to address the opportunities and challenges of climate-compatible energy
policies, rapid deployment of renewable and access to sustainable energy. This can also include
mitigation-oriented adaptation to climate change, particularly in the energy sector.
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10. Germany reiterated its strong condemnation of the unlawful and unprovoked aggression
against Ukraine by Russian Forces.
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Germany and India expressed their serious concern about the ongoing humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine. They unequivocally condemned civilian deaths in Ukraine. They reiterated the need for
an immediate cessation of hostilities. They emphasised that the contemporary global order has
been built on the UN Charter, international law and respect for sovereignty and the territorial
integrity of states. They discussed the destabilizing effect of the conflict in Ukraine and its
broader regional and global implications. Both sides agreed to remain closely engaged on the
issue.
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11. On Afghanistan, both sides expressed their serious concern about the humanitarian
situation, the resurgence of violence, including targeted terrorist attacks, the systemic violations
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the hampered access of girls and women to
education. They reiterated strong support for a peaceful, secure and stable Afghanistan and
confirmed to continue to provide humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan.
12. Both sides reaffirmed the importance of UNSC Resolution 2593 (2021) which, amongst
others, unequivocally demands that Afghan territory not be used for sheltering, training, planning
or financing terrorist acts. They also agreed to continue close consultations on the situation in
Afghanistan.
13. Both leaders strongly condemned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, including any
use of terrorist proxies and cross-border terrorism. They called upon all countries to work
towards rooting out terrorist safe havens and infrastructure, disrupting terrorist networks and
financing in accordance with international law, including international humanitarian law. They
further called for concerted action against all terrorist groups, including groups proscribed by the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 1267 Sanctions Committee. Both sides also committed
to continued exchange of information about sanctions and designations against terror groups
and individuals, countering radicalism, and terrorists ‘use of the Internet and cross-border
movement of terrorists.
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14. Both leaders also emphasized the importance of upholding international standards on antimoney laundering and combating the financing of terrorism by all countries, including in FATF
which will advance and strengthen the framework for global cooperation and reinforce the fight
against terrorism.
15. Both Governments expressed support for the conclusion of the negotiations, restoration and
full implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. Germany and India also
commend the important role of the IAEA in this context.
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16. With a view to deepening the security cooperation, both sides agreed to begin negotiations
on an Agreement on the exchange of classified information. Both sides acknowledged the need
to further deepen bilateral security and defence cooperation as strategic partners to jointly
address global security challenges. They agreed to intensify bilateral exchanges on security and
defence issues. Furthermore, both sides are actively seeking to enhance research, codevelopment and co-production activities bilaterally, under EU and with other partners. In this
regard, both sides agreed to continue to hold regular bilateral Cyber Consultations and
reconvene the Defence Technology Sub-Group (DTSG) meeting. The two Governments
expressed support for enhancing high-technology trade, including defence goods, between the
two countries.
A Partnership for Green and Sustainable Development
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17. Both Governments acknowledged their joint responsibility for the protection of the planet and
for shared, sustainable and inclusive growth, leaving no-one behind. Both leaders highlighted
that Indo-German Cooperation on Sustainable Development and Climate Action is guided by the
commitments of India and Germany under the Paris Agreement and the SDGs, including
pursuing efforts to holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C
above pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels. They look forward to accelerate the implementation of these commitments
and welcomed, in this respect, the Joint Declaration of Intent establishing the Indo-German
Partnership for Green and Sustainable Development. The Partnership will aim to intensify
bilateral, triangular and multilateral cooperation and link it with the strong commitment of both
sides on the implementation of the Paris Agreement and SDGs. Considering that the timeline for
the realisation of SDGs and some of the climate targets declared by India and Germany during
COP26 in Glasgow culminate in 2030, they will work together to learn from each other and to
facilitate the achievement of their respective objectives. Germany intends to strengthen its
financial and technical cooperation and other assistance to India with a long-term goal of at least
10 billion Euros of new and additional commitments till 2030 under this Partnership. This will
support inter alia the achievement of their ambitious goals in the climate action and sustainable
development space, further promote German-Indian research and development (R&D),
encourage private investment and thus aim at leveraging further funding. India and Germany
stress the importance of swift implementation of existing and future commitments.
18. Both sides agreed to create a biennial Ministerial Mechanism within the framework of the
Intergovernmental Consultations (IGC) that will provide high-level political direction to this
Partnership. All existing bilateral formats and initiatives in the fields of climate action, sustainable
development, energy transition, development cooperation and triangular cooperation will
contribute to the Partnership and report on progress to the Ministerial Mechanism.
19. Both sides will work towards identifying deliverables in the priority areas of energy transition,
renewable energy, sustainable urban development, green mobility, circular economy, climate
action inter alia on mitigation, climate resilience and adaptation, agro-ecological transformation,
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conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, environment protection & sustainable use of
natural resources and take stock of progress on the objectives of the Partnership on a regular
basis.
20. As deliverables of the Indo-German Partnership for Green and Sustainable Development,
both sides agreed to:
i. Develop an Indo-German Green Hydrogen Roadmap based on the inputs by the Indo-German
Green Hydrogen Task Forcesupported by the Indo-German Energy Forum (IGEF).
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ii. Establish an Indo-German Renewable Energy Partnership focusing on innovative solar energy
and other renewables, including the associated challenges for electricity grids, storage and
market design to facilitate a just energy transition. The partnership would also support creation
of a circular economy for solar technologies. Germany expressed its intention to provide
financial and technical cooperation including concessional loans of up to 1 billion EUR from
2020 to 2025 depending on high quality project preparation and the availability of funds.
iii. Establish a lighthouse cooperation on "Agroecology and Sustainable Management of Natural
Resources” to benefit the rural population and small-scale farmers in India in terms of income,
food security, climate resilience, improved soil, biodiversity, forest restoration and water
availability and to promote Indian experience globally. Germany expressed its intention to
provide financial and technical cooperation including concessional loans of up to 300 million
EUR until 2025 depending on high quality project preparation and the availability of funds.
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iv. Further examine collaboration on Green Energy Corridors, e.g. the Leh-Haryana transmission
line and the project of a carbon neutral Ladakh.
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v. Deepen cooperation in restoring forest landscapes under the Bonn Challenge as an important
measure to fight poverty, preserve and restore biodiversity and prevent and attenuate climate
change, acknowledging also the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030 as a
framework for intensified political partnership and dialogue and accelerated action to increase
the area of healthy ecosystems and end their loss, fragmentation and degradation.
vi. Deepen cooperation on the creation of suitable conditions for the successful and sustainable
use of green technologies, including in the area of reduction of air pollution.
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vii. Work together on Triangular Cooperation, based on individual strengths and experiences in
development cooperation and offer sustainable, viable and inclusive projects in third countries to
support the achievement of SDGs and climate targets.
21. In addition and in the context of the Indo-German Partnership for Green and Sustainable
Development, both sides welcomed the progress of existing initiatives including:
i. The Indo-German Energy Forum launched in 2006 and flagship cooperation programs initiated
under this partnership. They agreed to further enhance its strategic dimension and private sector
involvement.
ii. The cooperation within the Indo-German Environment Forum (IGEnvF), which held its last
meeting in February 2019 in Delhi. They strive to encourage the participation of provincial and
municipal authorities taking into account the federal structure of both countries.
iii. The meetings of the Joint Working Group on Biodiversity last held virtually in February 2021,
where both sides underlined their support to adopt an ambitious post-2020 global biodiversity
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framework with strong targets at CBD COP15 and expressed their intention to work towards the
establishment of tangible cooperation.
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iv. The good opportunities created by the Joint Working Group on Waste and Circular Economy,
in particular to further intensify the cooperation and exchange of experiences between both
countries. They agreed to continue and intensify the Indo-German Environment Cooperation by
supporting the effective and efficient implementation of ambitious objectives and policies in order
to prevent litter, especially plastics, entering the marine environment as set in SDG target 14.1
and to especially focus on the implementation of SDG target 8.2 (technological upgrading and
innovation), 11.6 (municipal and other waste management) and 12.5 (recycling and reduction of
waste).India and Germany agreed to closely cooperate in the UNEA towards establishing a
global legally binding agreement on plastic pollution.
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v. The Indo-German Partnership on Green Urban Mobility launched in 2019 and the substantive
development cooperation portfolio that has been developed. Accelerated action and
collaboration is envisaged to support the integration of sustainable modes of transport, such as
metros, light metros, fuel efficient low-emission and electric bus systems, non-motorized
transport, and facilitate early integrated planning for sustainable mobility for all with a view to
work on concrete targets for the joint work in the partnership until 2031.
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vi. The collaboration between NITI Aayog and BMZ in developing the country’s first SDG Urban
Index & Dashboard (2021-22) aimed at strengthening SDG localization at the city level and for
fostering data-driven decision making as well as plans for further SDG implementation at state
and district level.
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22. Both sides reiterated their intention to continue their successful cooperation on urban
development within the International Smart Cities Network. In order to promote multilateral
experience sharing and learning on the subject of Smart Cities they agreed on a mutual Smart
City Online-Symposium in 2022.
23. Both sides agreed to continue the regular meetings of the Joint Indo-German Working Group
on sustainable urban development, acknowledging the significant role of sustainable and
resilient cities to achieve the objectives laid out by the Paris Agreement and the Agenda 2030.
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24. Both sides reaffirmed the constructive role of the Joint Working Group on Agriculture, Food
Industry and Consumer Protection, which held its last meeting in March 2021. They expressed
satisfaction about the achieved results and continued willingness of cooperation based on
existing MoUs in the fields of sustainable agricultural production, food safety, agricultural training
and skilling, post-harvest management and agricultural logistics.
25. Both Governments appreciated the final stage of the successful flagship project in the Indian
seed sector in order to contribute to promoting farmers’ access to high quality seeds as a
fundamental basis for sustainable agricultural production. They noted the second bilateral
cooperation project started in August 2021, which aims to support ongoing reform efforts to
strengthen and modernize India’s agricultural market development.
26. Both sides expressed willingness to develop cooperation activities in the field of food safety
based on existing cooperation agreements.
27. Both sides acknowledged the MoU signed between the German Agribusiness Alliance
(GAA) and Agriculture Skill Council of India (ASCI) on establishment of "Indo-German Centers
of Excellence in Agriculture” aimed at promoting practical skill development in agriculture in India
by bridging gaps and upgrading skill of farmers and wage workers.
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28. Both sides agreed that the technology and knowledge transfer in the food and agriculture
sector is key to more sustainable food systems and that tailored research cooperation projects in
the area of food safety by the "Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung” (BfR) and FSSAI can be
considered.
29. The International Solar Alliance (ISA): Both sides agreed to deepen collaboration and
support by building on the synergies of Indian and German strategic priorities and associated
global cooperation effortsin the field of solar energy.
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30. The InsuResilience Global Partnership and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure:
Both sides agreed to strengthen collaboration on risk finance and insurance solutions against
climate and disaster risks as well as capacity building via the Global Initiative for Disaster Risk
Management. Germany welcomed the Indian announcement to become a member of the
InsuResilience Global Partnership.
31. Both sides agreed to enhance collaboration with the Indian and German private sector in the
context of public-private partnerships for innovation and investments in SDGs and climate goals
in particular through DeveloPPP and structured funding mechanisms to mobilise the private
sector.
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32. Both sides expressed their appreciation for the preparation for the UN 2023 Water
Conference and underlined their support for SDG 6 and other water-related goals and targets of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
A Partnership for Trade, Investment and Digital Transformation
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33. Appreciating the continued adherence to and underlining the importance of rules-based,
open, inclusive, free and fair trade, Germany and India highlighted the importance of the WTO
as the center of the multilateral trading system and central pillar of integrating developing
countries into the global trading system. Both Governments committed to reforming the WTO
with the objective of strengthening its principles and functions, especially, preserving the two-tier
Appellate Body, along with the autonomy of the Appellate Body.
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34. Germany and India are important trade and investment partners. Both sides expressed their
strong support for the upcoming negotiations between the European Union and India on a Free
Trade Agreement, an Investment Protection Agreement and an Agreement on Geographical
Indications, and underlined the enormous potential of such Agreements for expanding bilateral
trade and investment.
35. Germany and India stressed the importance of implementing the UN Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights and the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises as an
essential part of a sustainable and inclusive economic recovery. Both Governments aim to make
supply chains more resilient, diversified, responsible, and sustainable. Both Governments
highlight the need to work together to ensure that supply chains can continue to bring economic
benefits while upholding international environmental, labour and social standards.
36. Against the backdrop of one of the biggest global jobs and social crises in decades, both
sides recognised the importance of working together to build back sustainable labour markets
and of aiming to facilitate a resilient, inclusive, gender-responsive and resource efficient
recovery. The goal is to promote employment and decent work, the introduction of re- and
upskilling policies that enable all people of working-age to do the work of tomorrow and
responsive social protection systems that can fight poverty and reduce inequalities, while
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contributing to a sustainable future.
37. Germany welcomed the ratifications of the ILO conventions 138 and 182 by India in 2017.
Both sides underlined the importance of fighting child and forced labour in line with the SDG 8.7
and intend to strengthen their cooperation in these areas. They welcomed a further exchange on
national and international policies to ensure and promote decent work and adequate social
protection in new forms of work, such as the platform economy.
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38. Both sides acknowledged the importance of digital transformation as a key driver for
technological, economic and societal change. The Indo-German Digital Dialogue is an important
instrument to facilitate cooperation on digital topics such as Internet Governance, emerging
technologies and digital business models. At the same time, they expressed their support to
benefit from synergies with other existing initiatives like the industry-driven Indo-German Digital
Experts Group.
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39. In the field of taxation, both sides welcomed the agreement on the two-pillar-solution
reached at the OECD Inclusive Framework on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) on 8
October 2021. Both Governments expressed their common understanding that the solution
should be simple, the process will be inclusive and will contribute to the stabilisation of the
international tax systems by establishing a fair level playing field for all businesses that will stop
the harmful race to the bottom, end aggressive tax planning and guarantee that multinational
enterprises will finally pay their fair share of taxes. Germany and India shared a willingness to
support a swift and effective implementation of both pillars. India and Germany expressed their
commitment to complete the protocol amending the double tax avoidance agreement quickly.
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40. In the field of bilateral trade and investment, both sides underlined their readiness to
continue the successful format of the Indo-German Fast Track Mechanism, which has proven to
be an important reference for current and future investors. Further to the half-yearly meetings of
the Fast Track Mechanism, both sides will regularly engage with each other to discuss sector
specific general issues of companies and investors on both sides with regard to ease of doing
business.
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41. Both sides reaffirmed their readiness to continue to promote bilateral economic relations by
implementing the training programme for corporate managers ("Manager Programme"). In this
context, both sides welcomed the signing of a Joint Declaration of Intent by which they arranged
to continuously work together in implementing the training programme for industry executives.
Both sides noted with satisfaction that this cooperation has contributed to achieving tangible
results in the development of their bilateral commerce and trade, to strengthening personal and
business contacts among business executives, and to deepening mutual understanding
between both countries.
42. India acknowledged the technical expertise of German companies in the railway sector.
Building on the Joint Declaration of Intent signed in 2019 between the Federal Ministry of
Economic Affairs and Energy and the Indian Ministry of Railways on future cooperation in
railways, both sides underline their continued interest in cooperating further in high speed and
energy efficient technologies in support of Indian Railways’ ambition to turn net zero by 2030.
43. Germany and India expressed their appreciation for the Indo-German Working Group within
the Global Project Quality Infrastructure (GPQI) for their continued efforts to strengthen
cooperation in the fields of standardisation, accreditation, conformity assessment and market
surveillance. Both sides noted the Work Plan for 2022 signed during the 8th Annual Meeting of
the Working Group that identifies new areas of collaboration in the areas of digitalisation, smart
and sustainable farming/agriculture and circular economy.
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44. Both Governments expressed their wish to further strengthen the start-up cooperation and in
this context appreciate the ongoing cooperation between Start-up India and the German
Accelerator (GA). They welcomed GA’s intention to further increase its support by offering an
India Market Access program from 2023 onwards and Start-up India's proposal to develop a
common engagement model in partnership with GA for enhanced support to both start-up
communities.
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A Partnership for Political and Academic Exchange, Scientific Cooperation, Mobility of
Workforce and People
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45. Both Governments welcomed active people-to-people exchanges including among students,
academia and professional work force. Both sides agreed to support each other’s efforts to
expand the internationalisation of their higher education systems, to interlink further the
innovation and research landscapes of both countries, and to strengthen dual structures for
Vocational Education and Training.
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46. Germany and India expressed their satisfaction at the growing exchanges between the two
countries in the field of education and skill development and intend to engage in further
cooperation. Both Governments expressed their appreciation for setting up Digital preparatory
courses (Studienkolleg) to enable selected Indian students to pursue undergraduate courses in
German Universities. The Indian Government will encourage exchange of students and facilitate
admission of German students in Indian Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) under programmes
like Study in India. Both Governments also welcomed efforts at university level to explore
collaboration between Indian and German universities, e.g. in the form of joint degrees and dual
degrees.

ac
k

47. Recognising that academia-industry cooperation is key to catalyse Indo-German strategic
research and development partnerships, both sides welcomed the recent initiatives of IndoGerman Science and Technology Centre (IGSTC) to support industrial fellowships aimed at
industrial exposure of young Indian researchers in a German industrial ecosystem, the Women
Involvement in Science and Engineering Research (WISER) program to facilitate lateral entry of
women researchers into ongoing S&T projects and paired early career fellowships creating an
inclusive ecosystem for the Indo-German S&T cooperation.
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48. They particularly expressed their support for the realization of the international Facility for
Antiproton and Ion Research (FAIR) in Darmstadt as one of the cornerstones of bilateral science
cooperation.
49. Both Governments welcomed the finalization of the negotiations on the bilateral agreement
between Germany and India on a comprehensive Migration and Mobility Partnership as
documented by today’s initialling of the draft agreement in the English language. They agreed to
take action to swiftly sign the agreement and bring it into force. They highlighted the importance
of this agreement in facilitating two-way mobility of students, professional and researchers as
well as addressing the challenges of illegal migration.
50. Both Governments welcomed the signing of the placement agreement by the German
Federal Employment Agency (BA) and the State of Kerala regarding the migration of skilled
health and care workers. By applying a holistic "triple-win approach”, the aim is to benefit the
country of origin and the host country as well as the individual migrants themselves. They further
welcomed the goal of expanding their cooperation beyond the placement agreement with the
state of Kerala with other states in India across various occupational groups while giving
appropriate consideration to the interest of the labour markets in Germany and India as well as
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of the migrants themselves.
51. Both Governments also welcomed the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding by the
German Social Accident Insurance (DGUV) and the National Safety Council (NSC) of India in
the field of safety and health at work and social protection that will enable the reduction of workrelated accidents and diseases and the Memorandum of Understanding by the German Social
Accident Insurance (DGUV) and Directorate General Factory Advice Service & Labour Institutes
(DGFASLI) of India concerning collaboration in the field of occupational safety & health and
social protection.

A Partnership for Global Health
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52. Both Governments also appreciated substantial cultural exchanges and educational
cooperation between Germany and India and the important role of the Goethe-Institut, German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), University Grants Commission (UGC), All India Council
for Technical Education (AICTE) and other relevant institutions in this regard. They recognized
the role of the German political foundations in facilitating such contacts through educational and
dialogue formats.
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53. Recognizing that the Covid-19 pandemic continues to present a critical test to prove the
resilience of open societies and multilateral cooperation and that it requires a multilateral
response, both Governments agreed to cooperate in ensuring security of medical supply chains,
strengthening global preparedness for health emergencies and reducing future zoonotic risks,
taking a One-Health-Approach. Both sides underscored their commitment to reforming and
strengthening WHO as directing and coordinating authority on international health work and its
capacity to respond to future pandemics. They acknowledged the importance of facilitating free
movement of people for business and tourism to support economic recovery and agreed to
enhance cooperation on mutual recognition of Covid19 vaccines and vaccination certificates.
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54. Both sides welcomed the collaboration between National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC)
of India and Robert-Koch-Institute (RKI) of Germany in providing technical support for the
establishment of Bio-safety level IV laboratory (BSL-4) in Banda, UP for testing of highly
pathogenic organisms.
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55. Both Governments expressed their intent to strengthen the cooperation in the field of
medical products regulation by signing a Joint Declaration of Intent between the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
the Republic of India, and the Federal Institute for Drugs and Medical Devices of the Federal
Republic of Germany (BfArM) and the Paul-Ehrlich-Institut of the Federal Republic Germany
(PEI).
56. Both leaders expressed satisfaction at the deliberations held at the 6th IGC and reaffirmed
their full commitment to further expand and deepen the Indo-German Strategic Partnership.
Prime Minister Modi thanked Chancellor Scholz for his warm hospitality and for hosting the
Indian delegation for the 6th IGC. India looks forward to host the next IGC.
***
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Date : 2022-05-04

MODI INVOKES FOMO TO DRAW IN INVESTORS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Invoking popular social media expression FOMO (fear of missing out) during his Denmark visit,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday said those not investing in India will certainly miss
out.

m

Addressing the India-Denmark Business Forum, Modi said ongoing economic reforms have
created investment opportunities in various sectors like green technology, cold chains, shipping
and ports.
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“These days the term FOMO or ‘fear of missing out’ is gaining traction on social media. Looking
at India’s reforms and investment opportunities, I can say that those who don’t invest in our
nation will certainly miss out,” a tweet from the Prime Minister’s Office quoted him as saying.
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INDIA EXTENDS MORE AID TO SRI LANKA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Sri Lankan feminist scholar Kumari Jayawardena at the Galle Face Green protest site on
Tuesday.Special Arrangement
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Sri Lanka’s Cabinet has cleared a proposal to source more fuel from India, through a $200
million short-term loan facility from the Exim Bank of India, as the island nation struggles to cope
with a deepening economic crisis.
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“The Cabinet of Ministers approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Power to award
this [fuel] contract to Indian Oil Corporation,” the Department of Government Information said.
India has extended nearly $3 billion to cash-strapped Sri Lanka since January 2022, by way of
currency swaps, credit lines for essentials, and loan deferments to help Sri Lanka amidst one of
its worst economic crises in history.
A $400-million currency swap with the Reserve Bank of India, extended early this year, was on
April 18 extended by another three months. A billion-dollar credit line for essential imports is
operational and around 16,000 MT of rice has been supplied under it so far.
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India has helped Sri Lanka defer repayment of loans totalling $1 billion under the Asian Clearing
Union.
Further, 400,000 MT of fuel has been delivered to Sri Lanka through a $500 million credit facility,
the Indian High Commission in Colombo said.
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“Multi-pronged assistance provided by India testifies to the importance Government of India
attaches to the welfare of the people of Sri Lanka and is guided by the twin principles of
‘Neighbourhood First’ and S.A.G.A.R (Security and Growth for All in the Region),” a statement
said.
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Sri Lanka’s economic crash intensified from the beginning of this year, with the country’s foreign
reserves plunging to barely a couple of billion dollars, owing to an acute balance of payments
crisis in recent years.
The crisis manifested in severe shortages of food, fuel and medicines, as the country
experienced record inflation, that hit nearly 30% in April.
Consequently, the ruling Rajapaksa administration’s popularity has plummeted over the last few
months, with citizens demanding that President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa quit.
For almost a month now, demonstrators have been gathering at Colombo’s seafront, protesting
every day against the government’s “failed” crisis response.
Students, professionals, businesspeople, worker unions, and scores of children, among others,
can be spotted at the daily rallies, chanting anti-government slogans.
Renowned Sri Lankan artistes and scholars, such as Kandyan dance exponent Upeka
Chitrasena, and senior feminist scholar Kumari Jayawardena participated in the protests this
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week.
Meanwhile, Sri Lanka’s Tourism Ministry reported that tourist arrivals have fallen nearly by half
in April, compared to the 1,06,500 arrivals recorded in March.
The All Ceylon Tourist Service Providers’ Association attributed the fall to the prevailing fuel
shortages, frequent power cuts and short supply of medicines in local hospitals.
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“Some are suggesting that the protests could be a deterrent, but that is not the case. Tourists
are very supportive of the democratic protests, and there’s even a stall for tourists at the
agitation site in Colombo,” Association Secretary Suranjith Wevita told The Hindu .
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MODI HOLDS BILATERAL TALKS WITH NORDIC
LEADERS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Narendra Modi with, from left, Sanna Marin, Magdalena Andersson, Mette Frederiksen, Jonas
Gahr Store and Katrin Jakobsdottir in Copenhagen.PTI

m

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday held a series of bilateral meetings with his
counterparts from Norway, Sweden, Iceland and Finland. Later, he departed for Paris, where he
is to meet French President Emmanuel Macron.
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Mr. Modi, who arrived at Copenhagen on Tuesday from Berlin on the second leg of his visit to
three European nations, met the four Nordic leaders on the sidelines of the second India-Nordic
Summit in the Danish capital.
He began his day by meeting Norwegian counterpart Jonas Gahr Store. “Our talks included
furthering cooperation in sectors such as the blue economy, clean energy, space, healthcare
and more. Norway is a key pillar of India’s recently announced Arctic Policy,” Mr. Modi tweeted.
Mr. Modi also had a meeting with Swedish counterpart Magdalena Andersson. “We discussed
ways to deepen bilateral cooperation in key sectors like security, IT, research and innovation.
Strong ties between our nations will benefit our people,” Mr. Modi tweeted.
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In a separate meeting, Mr. Modi held talks with Iceland Prime Minister Katrin Jakobsdottir.
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Mr. Modi lauded Ms. Jakobsdottir’s personal efforts at promoting gender equality and briefed her
on India’s advances on the issue, the External Affairs Ministry said. Mr. Modi also met his
Finnish counterpart Sanna Marin and discussed ways to further cement bilateral ties in trade,
investment, technology, culture and other sectors.
India’s trade with Nordic countries stands at over $5 billion (2020-21).
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UN AGENCY IN TALKS WITH INDIA ON WHEAT
PROCUREMENT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies
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The United Nations’ World Food Programme (WFP) has said that it is in discussions with India
on procurement of wheat as several countries face food security challenges amid the Ukraine
war.
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“We are in discussions with India on procurement of wheat. So, that is something which is
ongoing,” the WFP’s Chief Economist Arif Husain said at a news conference here on
Wednesday.
He was responding to a question on India having a huge surplus of wheat and whether the
organisation was doing anything to utilise this stockpile with India as the Russia-Ukraine war has
exacerbated the global food security situation.
To a question on whether restrictions by the World Trade Organisation over how much India can
export should be suspended amid the current emergency, Mr. Husain said one of their
recommendations is about exemption of the WFP from export bans.
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He noted that a couple of weeks ago, several agencies of the UN had encouraged governments
not to impose export bans, which then artificially increased the price of major staple
commodities. “This is something which is a big recommendation and hopefully, countries are
listening,” he said.
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India’s wheat production stood at 109.59 million tonnes in the 2020-21 crop year (July-June).
The World Food Programme launched the 2022 Global Report on Food Crises on Wednesday in
which UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres said that the war in Ukraine is “supercharging” a
three-dimensional crisis – food, energy and finance — with devastating impacts on the world’s
most vulnerable people, countries and economies.
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OVERCOMING DIFFERENCES: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON INDIA’S NEW PUSH FOR STRONGER TIES WITH
EUROPE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi ended his tour to Europe this week by dropping in on French
President Emmanuel Macron, who was re-elected recently. What was billed a simple “tete-a
tete” during a “working visit” turned out to be a comprehensive discussion on bilateral, regional
and international issues, with a 30 paragraph-long joint statement. As with his other stops in
Germany and Denmark for the Nordic Summit, as well as the visit to India by European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen the week before, the Ukraine war remained at the
top of the agenda. The joint statement records their differences on the issue. However, they also
discussed mitigating the war’s “knock-on” effects, and Mr. Macron invited India to cooperate with
the Food and Agriculture Resilience Mission (FARM) initiative for food security in the most
vulnerable countries, particularly in terms of wheat exports. However, as the severe heatwave
has damaged India’s crops, the Government will have to do some hard thinking on its promises
of wheat supply to the rest of the world at a time when fears of shortages are sending wheat
prices soaring. Climate change was another key issue during the stopovers in Berlin and
Copenhagen. France and India, that worked closely for the success of the Paris climate accord,
and co-founded the International Solar Alliance in 2015, are ready to take it to the next level —
setting up industrial partnerships to build integrated supply chains in solar energy production for
markets in Europe and Asia. There was also a bilateral strategic dialogue on space issues,
which will build on their six-decade-long partnership in the field of space — a contested area
now with China, Russia and the U.S. stepping up hostilities in this frontier.
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India and France have decades of an unusually productive partnership given that neither has
allowed other relationships to play a role in the bilateral. This has been the basis of their strong
defence partnership. In 1998, France stood out as a western country that did not judge or
impose sanctions on India for its nuclear tests; in 2008, it was the first country to conclude a civil
nuclear deal with India after the NSG passed a waiver allowing India to access nuclear fuel and
technology. It would be a fitting tribute to the consistency of the relationship if the French bid for
six nuclear power plants in Maharashtra’s Jaitapur makes some headway now, more than 12
years after the original MoU was signed and a year after the French company, EDF, last year
submitted an offer to the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd. It is however disappointing that
Mr. Modi’s visit did not give as much fillip to talks on the India-EU FTA (suspended since 2013)
as seen in India’s other FTA talks. This was the second such tour where Mr. Modi travelled to
Germany and France on the same visit — a significant gesture that he recognises the
importance of both in India’s new push for stronger ties with Europe.
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UNSC JOINTLY BACKS PEACE BID IN UKRAINE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The Security Council requested the Secretary-General to brief the Security Council in due
course after the adoption of the statement, which was initiated by Norway and Mexico.
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At a separate Security Council event hosted by Russia, India stressed on the path of diplomacy
and said dialogue should be the only viable option for peace in Ukraine. “We believe no solution
can be arrived at by shedding blood and at the cost of innocent lives. We have emphasised right
from the beginning of the conflict that the path of diplomacy and dialogue should be the only
viable option,” Counsellor in India’s Permanent Mission to the UN Pratik Mathur said. He
stressed that India strongly condemned the killing of civilians in Bucha and supported the call for
an independent investigation. India also supports all efforts to alleviate the suffering of the
people of Ukraine. “We believe that there will be no winning side in this conflict and while
everyone impacted by it will continue to suffer, diplomacy will be a lasting casualty,” he said.
At the UNSC, Mexico’s Permanent Representative Juan Ramon de la Fuente Ramirez said the
adoption of the Presidential Statement “shows that the Security Council is united in supporting
the UN and the Secretary-General in finding a diplomatic solution.” He added that both Mexico
and Norway continue to call for an immediate cessation of hostilities.
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In his briefing to the Council on Thursday, Mr. Guterres said the UN and the International
Committee of the Red Cross are leading a humanitarian operation that is greatly complex both
politically and in terms of security.
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THE GUARDIAN OF EU’S STRATEGIC AUTONOMY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Illustration:r. rajesh
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In the second week of April, soon after the Istanbul peace talks between Ukraine and Russia
broke down amid reports of the ‘Bucha massacre’ — an alleged war crime involving abuse and
killing of Ukrainian civilians by Russian forces — European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen (63) became one of the first European leaders to visit the Ukrainian city. After seeing
the bodies exhumed from a mass grave, she condemned “Russian cruelty” and vowed to speed
up Ukraine’s membership of the EU — part of a long pattern of visits, statements and tweets
through which she has gradually positioned herself as the preeminent guardian of Europe’s
strategic autonomy in the face of Russian geopolitical overreach.
On May 4, she proposed a phase-out of all Russian crude oil imports within six months and of
refined petroleum products by the end of the year. It is the EU’s toughest measure yet against
Russia. The objective here is not merely to stop the flow of Russian oil into Europe but goes
much farther — to prevent Russia from selling the oil meant for Europe to other, non-European
markets.

ac
k

IA

As Ms. von der Leyen elaborated in her address to European legislators, the new ban would
also prohibit any firm with a base in the EU from offering “technical assistance, brokering
services, financing or financial assistance... transport, including ship-to-ship transfers, to third
countries” for crude and petroleum products that originate in Russia. Financing, insurance and
shipping of global oil is mostly controlled by European firms. So if these measures — which
require the consent of all the 27 member states — get passed, they could throttle Russian
attempts to reroute its crude to other markets in Asia.
Against a background of Russia ‘weaponising’ Europe’s dependence on its energy supplies, Ms.
von der Leyen’s initiative seeks to turn the tables by ‘weaponising’ Russian dependence on oil
revenues. The move is seen as a befitting counter to Russia cutting off gas supplies to Poland
and Bulgaria, and with her proposal, Ms. von der Leyen may have stolen the thunder from
U.S./NATO in retaliatory measures against Russia. This is unusual.
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Of the four major stakeholders in the conflict — Russia, Ukraine, the U.S./NATO, and the EU —
Russia and Ukraine have found high voltage personifications in Vladimir Putin and Volodymyr
Zelensky, respectively. Popular discourse is replete with parallels likening Mr. Putin to Hitler and
Mr. Zelensky’s bravado to Winston Churchill’s wartime leadership. U.S. President Joe Biden,
many say, lacks the charisma to embody the West’s crusade in defense of the “rules-based
international order”. It would now appear that in Ms. von der Leyen, Europe has found a
personable wartime chief who leads from the front and is not afraid to venture into unknown
territory. But then, as her critics never tire of pointing out, there is also no getting away from the
fact that she is, all said and done, an unelected functionary of the EU.
The President of the EC is not directly elected by EU citizens or their representatives (Members
of European Parliament) but nominated by the European Council and approved by the European
Parliament. In the case of Ms. von der Leyen, it has been widely reported that her appointment,
in July 2019, was the outcome of a ‘backroom deal’ between the heavyweights of the European
Council, France and Germany, brokered by Donald Tusk, the then European Council President.
When she eventually took charge as the EC’s first ever woman President on December 1, 2019,
it was a triumph that not many would have expected, given her political trajectory up to that
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point.
Early years
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In one sense, it could be said that Ms. von der Leyen was born for her current job. She, after all,
grew up in Brussels, the seat of the EU bureaucracy, and attended the elite European School.
Her father, Ernst Albrecht, was himself a European Commission civil servant who would go on to
have a successful political career in Germany, serving as Minister President of Lower Saxony
province. But Ms. von der Leyen, who studied economics at the London School of Economics
before switching to medicine, seems to have followed her instincts rather than work strictly
toward pre-decided career goals.
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After getting a PhD in medicine in 1991, she gave up her medical career and followed her
husband — a physician hailing from an old aristocratic family of silk merchants — to Stanford
where he had joined as a faculty. In America, she became a full-time housewife. In her case, the
term ‘full-time housewife’ merits elaboration: she became a mother of seven children. Germany’s
fertility rate, incidentally, is 1.54 and is considered a problem.
Ms. Von der Leyen returned to Hanover in Germany in 1996. She began to teach and got
involved in local politics. Following her father, she became a member of the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) and kick-started her political career by getting elected to the
Parliament of Lower Saxony in 2003.
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‘Poisoned chalice’
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Once she became the Federal Minister of Youth and Family Affairs in Angela Merkel’s Cabinet
in 2005, her political graph rose steadily. Her unstinting loyalty to Ms. Merkel earned her the
deputy leadership of the CDU in 2010, and the Defence portfolio in 2013. This was a phase
when she was tipped to succeed Ms. Merkel as Germany’s Chancellor, and if not that, then take
charge as NATO Secretary General.
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In German politics, however, the defence portfolio is considered a ‘poisoned chalice’ and Ms.
von der Leyen would discover why. She failed to establish rapport with the influencers in the
male-dominated military ecosystem. Her tenure was wracked by allegations of corruption and
nepotism in the handing out of lucrative contracts to consultants, one of whom was McKinsey,
which happened to be the employer of one of her sons. It is widely acknowledged that the battlereadiness of the Bundeswehr deteriorated under her tenure.
Procurement scandals apart, in 2015, German researchers claimed that her doctoral thesis had
43.5% plagiarised content. When the university investigated the allegations, it found that there
was indeed plagiarism but let her off the hook on the grounds that intention to deceive could not
be proven. These scandals, and her unremarkable performance as Defence Minister, caused a
dip in her popularity, and by the time Ms. Merkel announced, in late 2018, her decision not to
contest another term, Ms. von der Leyen had dropped out of contention.
In early 2019, when her political career in Germany appeared to be heading nowhere, came the
call to head the EC. Interestingly, by then, Ms. von der Leyen’s unpopularity was such that when
the European Parliament voted to approve her nomination, Germany abstained — and it was the
only country to do so. But her candidature got confirmed by a narrow margin (384 of 747 votes,
with 374 needed).
Her return to Brussels is a kind of homecoming for the multilingual (she is fluent in French,
German and English) daughter of an EC bureaucrat. As the father traced a path from the EU
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bureaucracy in Brussels to a political career in Germany, the daughter seems to have traversed
the same path in reverse — from a political career in Germany to a seat at the table among the
EU’s power brokers.

m

For now, with the EU looking to outwit, if not oust, the decidedly macho figure in charge at the
Kremlin, it is increasingly Ms. von der Leyen’s bold pronouncements that are setting the ‘party
line’ across Europe. Wanting to eliminate Europe’s energy dependence on Russia goes hand-inhand with her stated position that, strangely enough, isn’t too different from what Mr. Putin
wants: not peace but victory. As she tweeted after proposing the ban on Russian crude, “We
want Ukraine to win this war.”
In Focus
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Against a background of Russia ‘weaponising’ Europe’s dependence on its energy supplies, the
EU now seeks to ‘weaponise’ Russian dependence on oil revenues
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‘CHINA’S INTENT IS TO KEEP BOUNDARY ISSUE
ALIVE’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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The basic issue with China remains resolution of the border and what is seen is China’s intent to
keep “the boundary issue alive”, according to Army chief Gen. Manoj Pande. In eastern Ladakh,
India’s aim and intention, as far as the situation is concerned, is to restore the status quo ante
prior to April 2020, he said in an interaction with a group of journalists on Monday.
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On the impact of the Ukraine war, he observed that the foremost one was the relevance of
conventional wars still remained and they need not necessarily be short and swift. He
acknowledged that the Army’s supply chains were impacted to “some extent” but asserted that
there was sufficient stock to last for a “reasonable” period of time.
“The first and foremost challenge is the resolution of the situations along the borders prevailing
since April/May 2020. Our aim and intention as far as the situation is concerned is to restore the
status quo ante prior to April 2020 in eastern Ladakh. Our intention is also re-establish the trust
and tranquillity on both sides,” Gen. Pande said. “It cannot be a one-way affair. Efforts should be
made from the sides.”
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Important lessons

IA

On relations with China, he said the basic issue remained the resolution of the border matter.
“What we see is that China’s intent has been to keep the boundary issue alive. What we need as
a country is a ‘whole of nation’ approach and in the military domain, this is to prevent and
counter any attempt to alter the status quo at the Line of Actual Control (LAC).”

To a question from The Hindu on the impact of the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war on the Indian
Army’s preparedness, he stated that it had important lessons. The foremost was that the
relevance of a conventional war still remained. “We are seeing many platforms — artillery guns,
air defence guns, rockets, missiles and tanks being employed in this war in one way or the
other. It also tells us that wars need not be necessarily be short and swift. It could prolong in a
manner the current conflict is.”
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The second important lesson would be to try and be self-reliant in terms of weapons,
armaments, equipment and spares from outside. “We are dependent on certain weapon
systems specially in the area of air defence, rockets, missiles and certain tanks from Russia and
Ukraine,” he noted. Increasing the self-reliance and decreasing the dependence on outside
sources was an important lesson. “We have already started this, in keeping with the Make in
India initiative as also to attain ‘ Aatmanirbharta ’,” he explained.
As far as the immediate impact was concerned, he said, “the supply chain of certain spares and
ammunition has got impacted to some extent, but we have adequate stocks to last for a
reasonable period of time.” They were also looking at certain alternative mitigation measures
and identifying alternative sources from friendly foreign countries, while in the long term, this
was also an opportunity for the private industry to step up production and meet the
requirements.
The third important issue was the aspect of non-contact or non-kinetic warfare and the lesson
had come out “loud and clear”. Elaborating, he asserted that “be it the cyber domain or
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information domain, we have seen the battle of narratives has been used to gain advantage over
the adversary. We need to increasingly focus on the new domains of warfare, focus on capability
development.”
In the broader scenario, Gen. Pande said, the emerging geopolitical order was something that
should be monitored very closely in terms of realignment and in terms of new alliances. That
was something which would perhaps be much clear once the conflict ended.
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On the situation in eastern Ladakh, he pointed out that through dialogue at the Corps
Commander level between the two countries “many friction areas have been resolved after
talking to each other” and the balance areas could “only be resolved through dialogue”.
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“It is good that we are talking to and engaging with each other. Our troops continue to hold
important positions along the LAC,” he stressed. The guidance to the troops was to “have a firm
and resolute” posture to “prevent any efforts to alter the status quo.”
The Army had reoriented its troops from the west to the northern borders since the stand-off.
There was a “re-appraisal and re-assessment” of the preparedness. “We have a ‘robust posture’
on the LAC and ‘adequate forces to deal with all contingencies’.”
In this direction, he said, the Army had to remain prepared to face a variety of challenges on the
entire spectrum.
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NORTHERN IRELAND PROTOCOL UNSUSTAINABLE:
JOHNSON
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Boris JohnsonTOBY MELVILLE

m

Post-Brexit trading arrangements in Northern Ireland are unviable and need urgent reform to
unblock the province’s power-sharing Assembly, U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on
Tuesday.
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Pro-U.K. unionists have vowed not to nominate Ministers to the Northern Ireland Assembly in
Belfast until the protocol governing trade is scrapped.
That has raised the prospect of paralysis at the legislature, just days after Sinn Fein became the
biggest party for the first time.
Mr. Johnson and his government have repeatedly risked confrontation with the EU by
threatening to trigger a suspension clause in the protocol, which keeps Northern Ireland largely
in the European single market.

IA

But with fresh talks looming to iron out difficulties, Mr. Johnson told his Irish counterpart Micheal
Martin in a call that the situation was now “very serious”.
He told Mr. Martin that the 1998 Good Friday Agreement that brought peace to Northern Ireland
after 30 years of violence “was being undermined”, his office said.
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Last week’s elections “further demonstrated that the protocol was not sustainable in its current
form”, Downing Street said.
London’s position, at least verbally, backs the unionists, who claim that Irish Sea border checks
put Northern Ireland’s place in the wider U.K. at risk.
Signed as part of the U.K.’s EU divorce, it imposes sweeping checks on goods heading from
Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales) to Northern Ireland.
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The compromise was introduced to avoid the return of hard border infrastructure between
Northern Ireland and EU member Ireland to the south.
Keeping the border open was a key plank of the Good Friday Agreement.
The U.K. government has accused the EU of inflexibility, claiming that implementing the deal it
signed to the letter is causing “economic and political disruption”.
European Commission vice-president Maros Sefcovic, who is spearheading talks, has urged
London to dial down the rhetoric after previously warning it risked a trade war if it acts on its own
to pull the protocol.
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THE END OF A BRAND: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE
FALL OF THE RAJAPAKSAS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

S.
co

m

The resignation of Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, amidst extraordinary scenes
of violence as part of the widespread public uprising against his family’s rule, marks the abrupt
fall of a political brand that has been dominating the country for the better part of the last
decade-and-a-half. Venerated by large sections of the majority Sinhalese as a national hero who
defeated the Liberation Tigers, Mr. Mahinda could never have imagined that his teeming support
base would be replaced by swarming protesters so vehemently opposed to him that he would
have to leave ‘Temple Trees’, his Colombo residence, for safety. Thousands of protesters have
been demanding the resignation of all the Rajapaksas occupying various posts, including
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, as the economic crisis became unbearable with a huge
shortage of food and fuel, as well as the means to buy them. Until a few days ago, the
Rajapaksas appeared heedless of the demand, as the country sought to overcome the crisis
through overseas aid and bailout packages. However, as the protests spiralled, it appeared that
the President wanted his elder brother to resign as Prime Minister. Amidst the political
uncertainty, a violent attack on the protesters in Colombo, allegedly by supporters of the Prime
Minister, set off a series of incidents that resulted in deaths and injuries, even as houses of
political leaders, including the ancestral home of the Rajapaksas in Hambantota, were targeted
by arsonists.
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Mr. Mahinda’s resignation may not be enough to assuage the protesters and the political
instability may continue. Anyone taking up the post of Prime Minister now will have to command
public trust as well as have the will to steer the country towards economic recovery. President
Gotabaya will have to choose someone who can command a parliamentary majority, but the
current mood of public anger may deter anyone who has been associated with the Rajapaksa
regime. The Opposition leader, Sajith Premadasa, has already declined an offer to head a
government under a Gotabaya Presidency. For India, which has responded to the crisis with
financial and material aid worth $3.50 billion, the situation presents a unique dilemma: its
continued support should not be seen as a means of keeping an unpopular regime going; nor
can it look the other way as shortages persist, causing misery for the common folk. In its
reaction to the situation, India has said it supports Sri Lanka’s democracy, stability and
economic recovery and that it “will always be guided by the best interests of the people of Sri
Lanka expressed through democratic processes”. This can only mean that it does not want to be
seen as extending political support to the present regime, but prioritises the people’s interests. A
larger message from the demise of the Rajapaksa brand is that muscular nationalism and
majoritarian mobilisation may not be an endless reservoir of support, and will be of no avail
when the masses face economic hardship.
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THE LEARNING GROUNDS OF UKRAINE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Destroyed Russian military vehicles lie in a garbage dump in Bucha, on the outskirts of Kyiv,
Ukraine. | Photo Credit: AP
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Mariupol has fallen (sans the Azovstov steel mill), the existence of the ‘Ghost of Kyiv’ fighter pilot
has been officially denied by Ukraine, the media reports that Europe is trying to fully phase out
its dependency on Russian energy and that some embassies are reopening in Kyiv — but, even
as the Ukraine-Russia conflict recedes from the public glare, the misery for the common citizen
continues. This is expected to last many more months, if not years, considering the East-West
politics and great power equations at play and the resilience shown by the Ukrainians (with
copious armament supplies from the West). Over two months into the conflict, it is time to draw
some interim lessons.
Also read | India believes there will be no winner in Russia-Ukraine conflict, says PM Modi in
Germany
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First, alliances do matter in this inter-connected world no matter how powerful a country may be.
So, while the David in the conflict has the backing of Europe and NATO, the Goliath too is
pulling out all stops to make sure that China’s sentiments stay with it and India continues its fine
balancing act, a victory for Moscow given India’s democratic credentials and the not-so-subtle
pressure brought on by the West on New Delhi. With time these equations may change when
the practical realities of geo-economics start biting and the weightage of theoretical geo-politics
starts waning; money power talks decisively in real life. A long-term sustainable view that looks
after India’s interests through linkages with other like-minded nations is therefore vital, especially
since our neighbourhood is not benign. Though it is too early to say that a truncated Ukrainian
nation is what would emerge when the conflict ends, what we have witnessed is that brute
‘power’ has spoken; here, there is a vital lesson for India.
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Second, the key to power is intelligence, just as it is to combat. American intelligence was right
about Russian President Vladimir Putin’s intentions to go to war. ‘Political war’ was at play, as a
CNN report put it; it was all part of a strategy to prevent Moscow from launching a false flag
operation and blame Ukraine for starting it. In the event, Mr. Putin himself had to announce the
launch of a “special military operation.” That high-resolution satellite imagery is now
commercially available to any nation that is willing to pay levels the playing field a bit in modern
warfare. Most of the strategic intelligence, though, is gathered during peacetime and one would
only be sage to remember the adage that in international relations there are no permanent
friends, only permanent interests. So, while it is important to have tactical knowledge of enemy
dispositions, what is much more vital is to discern the thought process of the adversary’s
leadership.
Third, leadership counts and good leaders have an intangible positive impact – an almost
axiomatic reality re-emphasised by the visuals and pep talks tweeted by Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy these past months, as he conveyed two vital messages from the streets of
Ukraine. The first was that the Ukrainian leadership was intact and second, their executive head
was in the fight as much as the citizens were; that he has never appeared in a business suit,
and always in combat fatigues (even while meeting foreign leaders), has added a halo to his
standing. Contrast this with the flight of Afghan President Ashraf Ghani as the Taliban closed in
on Kabul – resistance collapsed and Afghan soldiers melted away; here, the Ukrainians have
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given the Russians a run for their money.
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Finally, in the realm of realpolitik a country’s vital interests can be protected only by that country,
and hence the potency of a nation boils down to its Comprehensive National Power (CNP). CNP
is a true yardstick of a nation’s deterrence capability and its ability to fight if deterrence fails, as it
takes into account social and political stability, aspects of economic strength, natural resources,
geography, R&D capability, manufacturing capacity and quality of its national leadership. For
India, surrounded by two adversarial nations, a true appraisal is necessary since the
government’s well-meaning aatmanirbharta drive has still to reach take-off speed. A nation
doesn’t become aatmanirbhar overnight and New Delhi has to allocate available resources to
imports that would still take place (especially in the defence sector) while domestic capability
and capacity is ramped up in parallel. Social cohesion is another vital ingredient in CNP and
needs the leadership’s focused attention at all times in our multicultural and multi-religious polity.
With international relations in a churn, a new rising power in China, Russia trying to regain its
lost status and Pakistan not turning any friendlier, it is imperative that there be no chink in India’s
deterrence armour.
Air Vice Marshal Manmohan Bahadur VM (retired) is former Additional Director General, Centre
for Air Power Studies, New Delhi. Views are personal

Our code of editorial values

IA

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 49
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2022-05-12

INDIA ELECTED AS CHAIR OF THE ASSOCIATION OF
ASIAN ELECTION AUTHORITIES (AAEA) FOR 2022-24
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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India has been unanimously elected as the new Chair of the Association of Asian Election
Authorities (AAEA) for 2022-2024 at the recently held meeting of the Executive board and
General Assembly at Manila, Philippines on May 7, 2022. Commission on Elections, Manila was
the current chair of AAEA. The new member in the Executive Board now includes Russia,
Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Taiwan and Philippines.
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The Election Commission of India 3-member delegation headed by Deputy Election
Commissioner Shri Nitesh Vyas, along with CEO Manipur Shri Rajesh Agrawl and CEO
Rajasthan Shri Praveen Gupta, attended the Executive Board meeting at Manila and presented
the work plan for 2022-23 as also futuristic activities for 2023-24 to the Executive Board. A
presentation on ‘Gender Issues in Elections’ was also given, highlighting various concerted and
targeted interventions by India to break socio-political barriers in electoral and political
processes for inclusive and participative elections.
The mission of the Association of Asian Election Authorities is to provide a non-partisan forum
in the Asian region for sharing experiences and best practices among election authorities to
discuss and act upon ways to promote open and transparent elections with the objective of
supporting good governance and democracy.
Officials from many AAEA member countries have been regularly attending International
Training Programmes conducted by India International Institute for Democracy and Election
Management (IIIDEM) from time to time. Since 2019, more than 250 officials from AAEA
member countries have attended these programmes. IIIDEM also conducts customised capacity
development training programs for specific AAEA member countries. 50 officials of Bangladesh
Election Commission were trained during 2021-22.
Delegates from AAEA have also been regularly participating in the International Election Visitors
Programme organised by Election Commission of India. 62 officials from 12 AAEA members
participated in the 3rd International Virtual Election Visitors Programme (IEVP) hosted by ECI
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during Assembly Elections in 2022. AAEA is also an Associate Member of the 118 member
Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB).
Establishment and Membership of AAEA

****
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In pursuance of the resolution passed by participants of the Symposium on Asian Elections in the
Twenty First Century held from January 26-29, 1997 in Manila, Philippines, the Association of Asian
Election Authorities (AAEA) was established in 1998. Currently 20 Asian EMBs are members of
AAEA. ECI is a founder member EMB of the AAEA and also served on the Executive Board of the
AAEA as the Vice Chair during 2011-13 and Chair during 2014-16.
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India has been unanimously elected as the new Chair of the Association of Asian Election
Authorities (AAEA) for 2022-2024 at the recently held meeting of the Executive board and
General Assembly at Manila, Philippines on May 7, 2022. Commission on Elections, Manila was
the current chair of AAEA. The new member in the Executive Board now includes Russia,
Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Taiwan and Philippines.
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The Election Commission of India 3-member delegation headed by Deputy Election
Commissioner Shri Nitesh Vyas, along with CEO Manipur Shri Rajesh Agrawl and CEO
Rajasthan Shri Praveen Gupta, attended the Executive Board meeting at Manila and presented
the work plan for 2022-23 as also futuristic activities for 2023-24 to the Executive Board. A
presentation on ‘Gender Issues in Elections’ was also given, highlighting various concerted and
targeted interventions by India to break socio-political barriers in electoral and political
processes for inclusive and participative elections.
The mission of the Association of Asian Election Authorities is to provide a non-partisan forum
in the Asian region for sharing experiences and best practices among election authorities to
discuss and act upon ways to promote open and transparent elections with the objective of
supporting good governance and democracy.
Officials from many AAEA member countries have been regularly attending International
Training Programmes conducted by India International Institute for Democracy and Election
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Management (IIIDEM) from time to time. Since 2019, more than 250 officials from AAEA
member countries have attended these programmes. IIIDEM also conducts customised capacity
development training programs for specific AAEA member countries. 50 officials of Bangladesh
Election Commission were trained during 2021-22.
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Delegates from AAEA have also been regularly participating in the International Election Visitors
Programme organised by Election Commission of India. 62 officials from 12 AAEA members
participated in the 3rd International Virtual Election Visitors Programme (IEVP) hosted by ECI
during Assembly Elections in 2022. AAEA is also an Associate Member of the 118 member
Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB).
Establishment and Membership of AAEA
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In pursuance of the resolution passed by participants of the Symposium on Asian Elections in the
Twenty First Century held from January 26-29, 1997 in Manila, Philippines, the Association of Asian
Election Authorities (AAEA) was established in 1998. Currently 20 Asian EMBs are members of
AAEA. ECI is a founder member EMB of the AAEA and also served on the Executive Board of the
AAEA as the Vice Chair during 2011-13 and Chair during 2014-16.
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GOTABAYA APPOINTS RANIL AS SRI LANKA’S PM
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

“Congratulations to the newly appointed Prime Minister of#lka,@RW_UNP. I wish you all the
best as you navigate these troubled times,” he said in a tweet minutes after his successor was
sworn in.
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Even before Mr. Wickremesinghe was sworn in by the President, some religious leaders
objected to the move, contending that it was “not the solution” people want, and that it would
further escalate the crisis.
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Prominent Buddhist monk Omalpe Sobitha Thero said Ranil Wickremesinghe was “not suitable”
for the job. His appointment “completely disregarded” the proposal made by high-ranking monks
to appoint an all-party interim government and was aimed at the “sole protection” of the
Rajapaksas, he said.
Archbishop of Colombo Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith, was quoted by local media as saying, “People
want a person with integrity, not someone who has been defeated in politics.”
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The political opposition too expressed strong disapproval at the President’s choice. Leader of
the leftist Janata Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) Anura Kumara Dissanayake said: “Ranil protects the
Rajapaksas, and the Rajapaksas protect Ranil. No citizen in this country will fall for their
conspiracy this time.”
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Tamil National Alliance lawmaker M.A. Sumanthiran said: “The President has completely lost
legitimacy, people want him to go home, and the Parliament will soon vote on a motion
expressing displeasure over him. Mr. Wickremesinghe had no legitimacy in the current
Parliament right from the beginning. He did not even win in his constituency.”
The Parliament stands adjourned till May 17, when the vote on the President is scheduled to be
taken up. Mr. Wickremesinghe may face a trust vote soon after. In order to continue as PM, he
must show he has the confidence of the House.
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In a cautiously worded reaction on the development, India said it “looks forward to working with
the Government of Sri Lanka formed in accordance with democratic processes pursuant to the
swearing in of” Mr. Wickremesinghe.
“High Commission of India hopes for political stability and looks forward to working with the
Government of Sri Lanka formed in accordance with democratic processes pursuant to the
swearing in of Hon’ble @RW_UNP as the Prime Minister of #SriLanka,” said an official tweet.
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FINLAND WILL SEEK NATO MEMBERSHIP: LEADERS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

That would represent a major shift in Europe’s security landscape: Sweden has avoided military
alliances for more than 200 years, while Finland adopted neutrality after its defeat by the Soviets
in World War II.
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Such an expansion of the alliance would leave Russia surrounded by NATO countries in the
Baltic Sea and the Arctic and would amount to a stinging setback for Mr. Putin, who had hoped
to divide and roll back NATO in Europe but is instead seeing the exact opposite happen.
Russia’s Foreign Ministry warned that the country “will be forced to take retaliatory steps of
military-technical and other characteristics to counter the emerging threats to its national
security.”
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SEEKING TO COUNTER CHINA, BIDEN HOSTS ASEAN
LEADERS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: South-East Asia, ASEAN and India
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U.S. President Joe Biden will host leaders and top officials of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), in Washington DC on Thursday and Friday, as the U.S. remains focussed on
the Russia-Ukraine war and grapples with China’s influence in the Pacific. The ASEAN “special
summit” was postponed from the end of March and comes days before Mr. Biden’s first trip to
Asia as President.
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ASEAN member country Myanmar, whose junta overthrew the government in a coup on
February 1 last year, will not be represented at the summit.
The U.S. had wanteda ‘non-political’ representative of Myanmar to attend the meetings. There
will be an “empty chair” at the summit to reflect the leaders’ “dissatisfaction with what’s taken
place” in the country, a senior U.S. administration official, who did not want to be named, told
reporters on a briefing call on Wednesday.
ASEAN’s ‘Five Point Consensus’ to end the turmoil in Myanmar has not progressed since it was
released in April last year. In addition to discussing Myanmar, leaders are also expected to
discuss Ukraine as well as regional issues.
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The members of ASEAN are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.
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With the administration of former U.S. President Donald Trump pulling the U.S. out of what was
then called the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP, now called the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for the TPP, or CPTPP) and the U.S. not joining the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) trade agreement, of which China is a part, Washington ceded
ground to Beijing in the ASEAN region, especially as far as economics is concerned.
“…Clearly, the Indo-Pacific is a broad region, and too often we speak a lot about Southeast
Asia, Northeast Asia, and India.But it’s equally important to focus on the Pacific, and you will be
seeing indications of that going forward,” the official told reporters on Wednesday.
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Economic plan

Mr. Biden is expected to discuss his administration’s economic plan for the region — the Indo
Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) during this week’s summit.
The framework — which will structurecooperation across several pillars from infrastructure and
supply chains to taxation —is likely to be formally unveiled during Mr. Biden’s visit to Asia later in
May.
The President will travel to South Korea for bilateral talks with new South Korean President
Yoon Suk-yeol and then on to Japan for a Quad leaders’ summit with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison.
Mr. Modi is considering India’s participation in the IPEF, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said during her visit to Washington DC in April.
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During their visit to Washington, ASEAN representatives will meet with U.S. House of
Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi and members of both parties for a working lunch. They
will also have meetings on Thursday with business leaders _ and be joined by U.S. officials
including Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo and U.S Trade Representative Katherine Tai _
to discuss challenges, such as those related to technology, post-COVID-19 recovery, energy
and climate, the administration official said on Wednesday.
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Mr. Biden will also have “quick, private time” with each of the leaders, apart from hosting a
dinner for them as a group, the official said.Vice-President Kamala Harris and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken will also hold meetings with officials.
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N. KOREA TEST-FIRES MISSILES AMID VIRUS
OUTBREAK
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - East Asia
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North Korea fired three short-range ballistic missiles toward the sea on Thursday, its neighbours
said, in the latest of a series of weapons demonstrations this year that came just hours after it
confirmed its first case of the coronavirus since the pandemic began.
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The launches could underscore North Korea’s determination to press ahead with its efforts to
expand its arsenal despite the virus outbreak to rally support behind the leader, Kim Jong-un,
and keep up pressure on its rivals amid long-dormant nuclear diplomacy.
Thursday’s launches were the North’s first weapons fired since the inauguration of new
conservative South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol on Tuesday.
The North Korean nuclear threat will likely top the agenda when Mr. Yoon meets visiting U.S.
President Joe Biden in Seoul next week. Both South Korea and Japan condemned the
launches. The missiles plunged into the waters between North Korea’s eastern coast and
outside of Japan’s exclusive economic zone, Japanese Defence Minister Nobuo Kishi said.
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South Korea’s military said it boosted its readiness and surveillance while maintaining close
coordination with the U.S. It called on the North to immediately halt its repeated missile firings.
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Earlier on Thursday, North Korean state media confirmed the country’s first COVID-19 infections
as Mr. Kim ordered nationwide lockdowns to slow the spread of the virus.
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NUCLEAR TALKS WITH IRAN HAVE BEEN REOPENED:
EU
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India
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Stalled negotiations over Iran’s nuclear programme have been unblocked after fresh talks in
Tehran, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said on Friday, adding that he believed a final deal
was within reach.
Mr. Borrell said a mission by EU envoy Enrique Mora this week to help revive the 2015 nuclear
pact between Iran and world powers had gone “better than expected”.
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“The negotiations had stalled and now they have been reopened,” Mr. Borrell told reporters on
the sidelines of a G7 meeting in Germany.
“There is a perspective of reaching a final agreement.”

Mr. Mora held two days of meetings with Iran’s chief negotiator Ali Bagheri in Tehran this week.
Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said the visit focused on “initiatives” to resolve
remaining issues.
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“Mr. Mora’s visit to Tehran and his negotiations with my colleague Mr. Bagheri were another
opportunity to focus on initiatives to resolve the remaining issues,” he wrote on Twitter.

ac
k

“A good and credible agreement is available if the United States makes a political decision and
adheres to its commitments,” Mr. Amir-Abdollahian said. “Contacts will continue,” he added.
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CHINA, RUSSIA, PAK. TO ATTEND SCO ANTI-TERROR
MEET IN DELHI
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Fresh initiative:Indian envoy to China Pradeep Kumar Rawat addressing a yoga session for
SCO diplomats on May 10.PTI-
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Counterterrorism teams from Russia, China, Pakistan and Central Asian countries will gather in
Delhi on the weekend ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s Regional Anti-Terror
Structure (SCO-RATS) meeting hosted by India from May 16-19. These are the first such official
discussions to be held in India since the stand-off along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) where
Chinese PLA troops transgressed in 2020, and since the Russian invasion in Ukraine this year.
Sources said a three-member Pakistani team will attend the meeting in India for the first time
since both countries became members. The sources added that a Chinese delegation may not
be able to travel to India at present, indicating COVID-19 regulations, and a team from the
Chinese Embassy would attend the exercise in their place.
While both India and Pakistan have no bilateral engagement at present and have not attended
other regional meets such as the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
meet, they both attended the Russia and China-led SCO meet.
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Last year, an Indian team also travelled to Pakistan to attend the SCO-RATS exercises in Pabbi.
Sources said the Pakistani delegation would cross over at the Wagah-Attari border crossing on
Saturday to travel to Delhi for the counterterror meeting next week.
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The arrival of the Pakistani team will be marked particularly since it is the first such visit since
the swearing in of new Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. It also comes after the Pakistani
Cabinet decided to re-staff its Trade Minister post at the High Commission in Delhi.
India is expected to host the SCO summit in 2023, which would see leaders of the eight-member
grouping (China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan)
travelling to New Delhi.
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In October, joint anti-terrorist exercises titled “Manesar-Antiterror-2022” will be held at the NSG
training campus in Manesar on the outskirts of Delhi, and will be followed by another joint border
operation of the SCO member states called “Friendship Border-2022” in Kazakhstan later this
year. Both exercises were decided at a meeting of SCO-RATS in Tashkent on March 25 this
year, which was chaired by India.
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India has prohibited wheat exports with immediate effect, the government said in a notification
late on Friday, as the world's second-biggest wheat producer tries to calm local prices.
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Shipments of wheat are allowed for letters of credit that have already been issued, the
government said.
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Global buyers were banking on India for wheat supplies after exports from the Black Sea region
plunged since Russia invaded Ukraine in late February.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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Right after the ban on wheat exports, Indian government officials on Saturday indicated there
was a dramatic fall in wheat output this year, however, unregulated exports have pushed local
prices higher. The Centre announced a ban on wheat exports with immediate effect to meet food
security needs.
As per a Reuters report, a senior government official told reporters in New Delhi, "We don't want
wheat trade to happen in an unregulated manner or hoarding to happen."

S.
co

The ministry of commerce and industry secretary in a press conference said that estimated
production changed in a month and many other nations saw crop failure.
As per the report, global buyers were banking on supplies from the world's second-biggest
wheat producer after exports from the Black Sea region plunged following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine on February 24.
Before the ban, India estimated to ship a record 10 million tonnes of wheat this year compared
to 7 million tonnes (MT) of wheat it managed to export during 2021-22.
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The ministry of commerce and industry today said that a sudden spike in the global prices of
wheat arose out of many factors, as a result of which the food security of India, neighbouring
and other vulnerable countries is at risk.
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The union government banned wheat exports with immediate effect stating that a sudden spike
in prices of wheat has sparked food security concerns in India and neighbouring countries. In
some regions of the country, wheat prices have skyrocketed by almost 40%.
However, the government has also lowered its wheat production estimates by 5.7% to 105
million tonnes from the projected 111.32 MT for the crop year ending June - due to the early
onset of summer and heatwaves.
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Timely visit:Narendra Modi's visit to Lumbini comes two days after Nepal began the local
election process.File Photo
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the construction of the India International Centre for
Buddhist Culture and Heritage on Monday during a day-long visit to Lumbini in Nepal.
The visit will coincide with the celebrations to mark the Buddha Jayanti.
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Lumbini is the place where Prince Siddhartha Gautama was born around 623 BC.

He later attained enlightenment at Bodhgaya in Bihar district and came to be known as the
Buddha.
Buddha Jayanti

Mr. Modi will participate in the shilanyas [foundation stone laying] ceremony for the India
International Centre and offer prayers at the Mayadevi temple that is dedicated to the mother of
the Buddha.
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He will also deliver an address at a Buddha Jayanti event organised by the Lumbini
Development Trust (LDT) of the Nepal government.
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An official press release has said that the work on the centre will be undertaken by the
International Buddhist Confederation (IBC), which is a “grantee body” under the Ministry of
Culture.
The International Buddhist Confederation was registered on November 2, 2012, and is aimed at
propagating and preserving the teachings and heritage of the Buddha across the world, and
especially in India’s immediate neighbourhood.

cr

The official statement from India said that the Buddhist centre would be the first “net zero
emission” building in Nepal.
Mahabodhi sapling
Nepal Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba is scheduled to participate in the event in Lumbini.
Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra had said earlier that Mr. Modi gifted a sapling of the
Mahabodhi tree of Bodhgaya to the Mayadevi temple.
Both sides will hold a delegation-level talk after the ceremonies.
The two Prime Ministers will “build on their productive conversations in Delhi, with a view to
further expanding our shared understanding and cooperation in multiple areas, including in
hydropower development, partnership and connectivity”, the Foreign Secretary said during a
briefing last Friday.
Celebration in Delhi
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Buddha Jayanti will also be celebrated by the IBC in Delhi on Monday where the event will be
led by Union Minister of Law and Justice Kiren Rijiju.
“International Buddhist Confederation has been actively involved in engaging Buddhist
organisations in Nepal and has a strong relationship with several senior Buddhist monks,” the
official press release said.
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Mr. Modi's visit to Lumbini comes two days after Nepal began the local election process across
the country that will ultimately lead to the general election towards the end of the year.
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The proposed dam in the upper reaches of Arunachal will be able to store around 10 billion cu.
m (BCM) of water, Jal Shakti minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said in an interview. By
storage, the Indira Sagar dam is the largest in India at 12.2 BCM

m

NEW DELHI : India plans to construct the country’s second-largest dam at Yingkiong in
Arunachal Pradesh to counter China’s ambitious water diversion scheme of the river that feeds
downstream into the Brahmaputra.
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The proposed dam in the upper reaches of Arunachal will be able to store around 10 billion cu.
m (BCM) of water, Jal Shakti minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said in an interview. By
storage, the Indira Sagar dam is the largest in India at 12.2 BCM.
The proposed dam is expected to involve an investment of around 50,000 crore and is part of
the proposed Upper Siang multi-purpose storage project that will also generate hydropower.
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China’s 14th five-year plan has proposed building a massive dam over the Brahmaputra river,
known in China as the Yarlung Tsangpo, a development that has raised concerns in India
because of the strategic ramifications. India and China relations have deteriorated after troops
clashed along the Himalayan border, killing 20 Indian soldiers in June 2020.
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Water in the lean season in the Brahmaputra comes from melting snow in the mountains on the
Tibetan plateau. India’s plan involves releasing water from the dam to maintain water security in
case China builds structures to divert water. Also, in the case of China releasing water from its
upper reaches, such a dam will also help in storing water to prevent floods.
In response to a query about China’s plans to build hydroelectricity projects on the Great Bend,
right above Indian territory, where the Brahmaputra takes a U-turn, Shekhawat said, “We have
planned a project for its mitigation in Yingkiong for constructing a dam in the upper reaches of
Arunachal Pradesh. And probably that is going to be one of India’s largest dams. We will hold
water in that and will release it in the lean season when there is no rainfall to provide us (water)
security."
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While run-of-the-river (RoR) projects harness the river’s seasonal flows to generate electricity,
reservoir projects involve storing water, which addresses the risks associated with seasonal
changes in the natural flow and availability of river water. Of the eight river basins in Arunachal
Pradesh, Subansiri, Lohit, and Siang are of strategic importance as they are closer to the border
with China.
“Dams don’t only serve the irrigation purpose or to generate electricity; they also act as a
mitigation cushion to prevent floods. Say, if ever from the upper reaches, there is water release,
even then we will have a cushion to control release that water," Shekhawat added.
According to Indian planners, precipitation in China contributes only 7% to the flow of three
tributaries of the Brahmaputra—Subansiri, Siang and Lohit—that originate in China.
“Brahmaputra river has a huge quantum of 500 BCM (billion cubic metres) of water flowing into
it. Of this, more than 75% comes from our catchment area. That’s the reason why we are not
affected by it a lot. But in the non-monsoon season, when the river gets water from snowmelt,
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we don’t have water in our catchment area. So if they construct a dam and divert water in the
non-monsoon seasons, then it will have an impact from Arunachal Pradesh to Bangladesh.
Earlier they (China) had said they were not doing anything. Later they said that they are
constructing run-of-the-river hydroelectric projects. And now there is evidence that perhaps they
can also work on water transfer," Shekhawat said.
Of the 2,880km length of the river Brahmaputra, 1,625km is in Tibet, 918km in India, and 337km
in Bangladesh. Of the total catchment area of 580,000 sq. km, 50% lies in Tibet, 34% in India,
and the balance in Bangladesh and Bhutan.
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“We have got clarity on other things. There is some small resistance at the local level, which the
Arunachal government is working on. The total cost must be around 50,000 crore. Cost is
immaterial. It should be constructed," Shekhawat said.
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The total hydropower generation potential of India’s North-Eastern states, and Bhutan, is about
58 gigawatt (GW). Of this, Arunachal alone accounts for 50.328GW, the highest in India.
Experts said China’s plans may not have a major impact on the Indian side.

“Whatever flow of Brahmaputra river happens in India, a majority of it comes from the rainfall
that happens in the Indian region. So the water that China intends to use will not have a major
impact on the river on the Indian side," said Anjal Prakash, research director, Bharti Institute of
Public Policy at the Indian School of Business, Hyderabad.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF LUMBINI
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Pilgrims meditate at the wall below the nativity scene in the Maya Devi Temple in Lumbini,
Nepal. | Photo Credit: AFP

S.
co

m

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Lumbini, Nepal, though only for a few hours, is full of
symbolism and substance. No Indian Prime Minister has visited Lumbini in the last few decades.
Mr. Modi’s visit is a combination of personal desire and political and strategic goals. For him, it is
the fulfilment of a wish articulated in 2014 when he first became Prime Minister. Since he could
not travel to Lumbini during his previous visits to Nepal, as Ambassador, I planted, on his behalf,
a sapling of the sacred Bodhi tree in the gardens of the Maya Devi temple where Gautama
Buddha was born.
Amid the strife and turmoil and the anger and hatred that we see in society, the Prime Minister’s
visit also provides a moment for quiet reflection and a reiteration of the message of peace,
compassion and non-violence preached by the Buddha and spread by the roaring lions in the
four directions, as depicted in the Lion Capital of Ashoka, our national emblem — a message
that calls for shunning extremes in ideology and thought and following the middle path forged
through tolerance, dialogue and debate, and reconciliation and consensus.
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The visit is political, since it will, hopefully, put to rest the unnecessary debate on whether the
Buddha was born in Nepal, which, for Nepal, is a sensitive issue. Any assertion to the contrary
results in anti-India demonstrations in a country whose national identity is tied to Lumbini, the
birthplace of the Buddha.

cr

ac
k

It is strategic, in the face of the growing presence of China in Lumbini, which is close to the
Indian border; the largest monastery has been built by the Chinese who sponsor and support
international conferences on Buddhism in Nepal as well as the massive celebrations on
Buddhist festivals such as Vesak. In pre-COVID-19 times, there was a steady flow of Chinese
tourists to Lumbini and reports about potential Chinese investments in the region. The Chinese
are leaving no stone unturned to exploit the soft power potential of Buddhism, a fast-growing
religious tradition that has half-a-billion adherents (largely in East and Southeast Asia). During a
visit to Myanmar some years ago, this writer saw huge crowds in the capital city Yangon, which
was decked up for the occasion. They were waiting patiently for a glimpse of Buddhist relics
from China.
India is home to some of the most sacred sites of Buddhism: the place of Lord Buddha’s
enlightenment, Bodh Gaya; of his first sermon, Sarnath; and of his Mahaparinirvana,
Kushinagar. And this is not counting Shravasti, where the Buddha preached for many years;
Nalanda; and Rajgir, among several others. Unfortunately, India remains largely unrepresented
in Lumbini, but for a small museum building that was constructed with Indian assistance in the
late 1990s. A proposal for a ‘sound and light show’ remains in limbo.
Lumbini is home to beautiful monasteries from several countries. The first foreign monastery in
Lumbini was built by a Vietnamese monk, Thay Huyen Dieu. He subsequently built another one
in Bodh Gaya. (In large part, due to his efforts, a visit to Bodh Gaya has become de rigueur for
every visiting communist politician from Vietnam.) India does not have a monastery in Lumbini.
Mr. Modi’s visit is an opportune time to remedy the situation and announce the establishment of
an Indian monastery.
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There is much else that India can do in Lumbini. More than 50 years ago, United Nations
Secretary-General U Thant had set up an international committee for the development of
Lumbini. A master plan was developed by the Japanese architect Kenzo Tange. Since then,
Nepal has been implementing the plan, albeit at a lethargic place. From time to time, Nepalese
leaders have talked about reviving the committee to inject more dynamism into the project. India
could assist them in this regard.
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Both Lumbini and the Mahabodhi Temple in Bodh Gaya are UNESCO World Heritage sites —
they are to Buddhists what Mecca is to Muslims or Kashi is to Hindus, and should be visited at
least once in a lifetime. However, the footfalls of Buddhist pilgrims remain low. For years there
has been talk about developing a Buddhist circuit with seamless connectivity and comfortable
travel between the major pilgrimage sites in Nepal and India. Unfortunately, talk has not fully
translated into action. Though the roads network on the Indian side is much better today, the link
roads connecting Nepal with the Indian highway system need to be upgraded. It is a nightmare
to cross the Sunauli-Bhairahawa India-Nepal check post along the Uttar Pradesh-Nepal border
that is designated for tourists. Perhaps travel by road, rather than helicopter, would give the
Prime Minister an idea of the poor state of border infrastructure and immigration and other
facilities in the area. Of course, now with the construction of airports in Kushinagar (India) as
well as Bhairahawa (Nepal) travel would be easier. Speedy construction of the integrated check
post would also boost tourism and the local economy.
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While there is a master plan to develop Lumbini, the absence of one is glaring in Bodh Gaya.
Bodh Gaya has developed in an unplanned fashion with the secular and the sacred jostling
cheek by jowl; it is like any other small town in India – chaotic, dirty and noisy. It is anything but
serene. There is an urgent need to adopt a master plan and develop Bodh Gaya as a sacred
place for pilgrimage for both Hindus and Buddhists. The relationship between the monasteries of
foreign countries in Bodh Gaya and the local communities is fraught. A high-level coordination
committee comprising representatives of State and Central governments as well as of foreign
monasteries should be set up to resolve problems. The monasteries are headed by monks who
are greatly revered in their home countries and should be treated with respect and reverence.
Bodh Gaya can also learn from the experience of Lumbini with the establishment of a twinning
arrangement between the two towns. Efforts should be made for the entire Buddhist circuit,
namely Lumbini-Bodh Gaya-Sarnath-Kushinagar, to be declared a UNESCO World Heritage
Site with master plans for each segment of the circuit.
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India can also take the initiative to organise an international conference on the development of
the Buddhist circuit; this will give a sense of participation and ownership to Buddhist countries.
This could be a joint initiative of India and Nepal. India can also establish an international
museum of Buddhist traditions in Bodh Gaya and invite all Buddhist countries to participate.
If we implement some of these suggestions and improve infrastructure in the area, millions of
devotees who wish to walk in the footsteps of the Buddha would be forever grateful.
Ranjit Rae is the author of ‘Kathmandu Dilemma: Resetting India-Nepal Ties’ and a former
Ambassador to Nepal
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Elon Musk, the world’s richest person, is considering a visit to Indonesia to explore investment
opportunities in the resource-rich Southeast Asia country.
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The chief executive officer of Tesla Inc. and SpaceX met with Indonesian President Joko
Widodo at the rocket manufacturer’s site in Boca Chica, Texas, on Saturday, during which
Widodo extended an invite.
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“Hopefully in November, thank you for the invitation," Musk said, according to a statement
released by Widodo’s office.
Indonesia, home to some of the world’s largest deposits of copper, nickel and tin, touts its
abundance of natural resources to lure billions of dollars of foreign investors’ money.
The government has held talks on potential partnerships with Musk’s teams over the last several
years, including on the development of electric vehicles with Tesla and on the possibility of a
SpaceX rocket launch site in the country, but no agreements have been reached.
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Musk's Tesla puts India entry plan on hold

Meanwhile, Musk's Tesla Inc has put on hold plans to sell electric cars in India, abandoned a
search for showroom space and reassigned some of its domestic team after failing to secure
lower import taxes, three people familiar with the matter had told Reuters.
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The decision caps more than a year of deadlocked talks with government representatives as
Tesla sought to first test demand by selling electric vehicles (EVs) imported from production
hubs in the United States and China, at lower tariffs.
But the government is pushing Tesla to commit to manufacturing locally before it will lower
tariffs, which can run as high as 100% on imported vehicles.
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Tesla had set itself a deadline of February 1, the day India unveils its budget and announces tax
changes, to see if its lobbying brought a result, the report added.
When Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government did not offer a concession, Tesla put on hold
the plans to import cars into India.
Musk is currently in a $44 billion takeover bid for Twitter, though that transaction has become
clouded in uncertainty as he said his offer was “temporarily on hold" and then maintained he is
“still committed" to the deal.
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Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
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Your session has expired, please login again.

Page 68
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 69
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-05-17

SCO TERROR MEET STARTS, OFFICIALS FROM CHINA,
PAK., RUSSIA IN DELHI
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PM Narendra Modi meeting Chinese President Xi Jinping during SCO summit in Qingdao, China
in 2018PTIPTI
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Counter-terror officials of Pakistan, Russia, China and four Central Asian countries met in Delhi
on Monday at the start of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s Regional Anti-Terror
Structure (SCO-RATS) talks, the first such event in India since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
China’s transgressions at the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
The meeting, which was closed to the press, is one of a number of events planned this year as
India assumed its role as Chairperson of the SCO-RATS mechanism.
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In October this year, all member countries will send security forces personnel for joint anti-terror
exercises expected to be held at the National Security Guard facility in Manesar. While India and
Pakistan have close to no bilateral engagement, both countries make a point of attending the
nine-nation SCO meetings, and last year, India had sent a delegation to Pakistan to take part in
the 2021 edition of the SCO-RATS exercises. And all eyes will be on 2023, when India is due to
host the SCO summit, which could see leaders of Pakistan and China participate, despite the
tensions in bilateral ties.
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The National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) under National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit
Doval, which organised the meeting that included officials from the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) and the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), declined to comment on the agenda and
expected outcome of the meetings from May 16 to 19.
Meanwhile, India reacted sharply to a statement by the Organisation for Islamic Cooperation
(OIC), of which at least six of the countries participating in Monday’s SCO-RATS meetings are
members, which had criticised the government’s proposed moves on delimitation of electoral
constituencies in Jammu & Kashmir.
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“We are dismayed that the OIC Secretariat has once again made unwarranted comments on the
internal affairs of India,” said the MEA spokesperson in a statement, “categorically rejecting” the
57-member grouping’s assertions.
“OIC should refrain from carrying out its communal agenda vis-à-vis India at the behest of one
country,” the spokesperson added, in a veiled reference to Pakistan.
Earlier in the day, the OIC General Secretariat issued a statement of “deep concern” over what it
called India’s attempts to redraw the electoral boundaries in Jammu & Kashmir.
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‘Russia as a key strategic partner is no longer available to India for balancing purposes’ | Photo
Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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What was initially assumed in New Delhi to be a quick confrontation between Russia and
Ukraine, the war in Europe is now raging on with no end in sight, and with its long-term
implications yet unknown. As for India, the initial phase of diplomatic rush is over and its
geopolitical options are shrinking as the war drags on.
For several weeks during late March and April, it seemed as though the Ukraine war presented
a number of geopolitical options for New Delhi to choose from. The high-profile visits to New
Delhi, the entreaties of these leaders for Indian support for their positions in the ongoing war,
and India’s balancing act all seemed to propel the country to the centre stage of global attention.
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And yet, instead of enhancing New Delhi’s ability to make strategic choices in its broader region,
the Ukraine war may actually limit the number of options available to New Delhi for at least three
reasons: one, Russia as a key strategic partner is no longer available to India for balancing
purposes. Arguably, into the third month of its Ukraine invasion, Moscow is more dependent on
India today than the other way round. Two, Russia’s sudden absence from the Asian balance of
power equations has further enhanced Chinese influence in the region. By the time the war
ends, whatever may be the shape of the global balance of power, the regional balance of power
would have irretrievably shifted in Beijing’s favour. Three, given that the United States and its
western partners are more interested on the Ukraine theatre today, their focus on China is
already taking a hit, if not yet on the Indo-Pacific. These factors, ipso facto, will limit India’s
regional geopolitical options.
India’s biggest dilemma today is not whether or not to continue its engagement with Russia.
That it would engage Russia in the immediate to medium term is clear. However, as a secondorder fallout of the Russian misadventure, New Delhi has other dilemmas to worry about in the
medium to long term.
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Managing the China challenge continues to be New Delhi’s biggest concern. For sure, the China
challenge is not a product of the Ukraine war per se, but it has further complicated the China
conundrum for India. While the Ukraine war has strengthened and revitalised the U.S.-led
military and political coalition globally, it is bound to weaken the American influence in the
Southern Asian region. While this process started even before the war, the war will quicken this
process especially given how its preoccupations with the European theatre will further shrink its
interest in the Southern Asian theatre. China is the biggest beneficiary of the U.S./western
retrenchment from the region which gives it a free hand in it. So, for New Delhi, Moscow is no
longer available for its pursuit of its regional interests, and the U.S.’s ability to produce
favourable geopolitical outcomes for India in the region is shrinking as well.
For New Delhi then, the worry is no longer about how to please both sides in this war, but how to
manage a China that is attempting to rapidly consolidate the region under its influence. How has
it performed on that count so far? Take the recent visit of the Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
to New Delhi. Reports indicated that the External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar, and the
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National Security Adviser, Ajit Doval, impressed upon Mr. Wang that the normalisation of
diplomatic and political ties can only happen after the disengagement of troops from the Indian
side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC). But Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to attend
the BRICS Summit in China could potentially take the sting out of New Delhi’s stern messaging
to Beijing. In other words, the harsh tone adopted by Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Doval when
responding to Mr. Wang’s normalisation offer could arguably be weakened by Mr. Modi’s
attendance at the BRICS summit, even if virtually. But then, was it possible for New Delhi, faced
with limited geopolitical choices in the region resulting from the Ukraine war, to have shrugged
off the Chinese diplomatic overture?
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While there is little doubt that in the longer run, a war-fatigued and weakened Russia will
become a junior partner to China, India today does have an opportunity to get Moscow to nudge
Beijing to stop its irredentism on the LAC. Consider this. If the Chinese side, taking advantage of
the Ukraine distraction, heats up the LAC, India would have to turn to the West and the U.S. for
support (political, diplomatic, intelligence, etc.). This would invariably hurt Russian interests. So
it would make sense for Moscow to request Beijing not to activate the LAC while the Ukraine war
is still on. Mr. Wang’s visit to New Delhi and his request to India to get back to business as usual
is perhaps an indication that Beijing also seeks to calm the tempers on the LAC. While China
may have other reasons for seeking ‘normalcy’ with India (such as creating an impression that
China is consolidating the South Asian region under its leadership when the West and the U.S.
are busy with Ukraine), for Russia, it is important that two of its Asian friends — China and India
— do not clash at least while the war is still on.
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While this may be a useful way to manage the Chinese aggression on the LAC in the short term,
this will depend on how China views its dynamics with Russia and that of Russia with India.
Herein lies the challenge for India. If China were to stabilise the LAC at the nudging of Russia, it
would also expect India to go slow on the Indo-Pacific, something India can ill-afford to do.
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While, under normal circumstances, India could have utilised the many inherent contradictions
between Moscow and Beijing, the Ukraine war has suspended those contradictions even if for
the time being. More so, there is little India can do to enhance its geopolitical engagement with
Russia until the war is over.
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India’s north-western continental strategy, in particular towards Afghanistan and Central Asia,
too will get complicated due to the Ukraine war. On the face of it and for the time being, things
seem advantageous to India. Consider this. For over a year now, the Line of Control (LoC) with
Pakistan is calm and the violence in Kashmir has come down. The primary reason behind the
current calm is because Pakistan was at first busy with consolidating its gains from the return of
the Taliban, and now dealing with the unpleasant fallout from the Taliban’s return to Afghanistan.
More pertinently, New Delhi’s presence from Afghanistan has entirely disappeared. So, to put it
rather bluntly, it appears that the calm in Kashmir and along the LoC is a quid pro quo for the
Indian withdrawal from Afghanistan. This might appear to be a good bargain; but it may not be
so in the longer run. If this is a bargain New Delhi accepts, it will not only mean giving up its
strategic interests in Afghanistan but also reducing its engagement in the Central Asian region
as well at a time China is making feverish inroads into the region, right in the backyard of the
Russian sphere of influence.
The consequences arising out of the Ukraine war will contribute to it as well. Had Moscow not
been caught in the Ukraine war, it would have fended off Beijing’s attempts to take over its
backyard (in one sense, China is doing to Russia using economic means what the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization has been doing to Russia using military means). During the December
summit, India and Russia had decided on a number of initiatives focusing on Central Asia and
Afghanistan. They are unlikely to be revived anytime soon, ceding further ground to China and
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Pakistan.
The combined geopolitical impact of the ill-timed U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, Russia’s
Ukraine war, and the rapid expansion of Chinese influence goes to show how New Delhi’s
geopolitical choices have suddenly shrunk due to the Ukraine war.
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Happymon Jacob teaches India’s Foreign Policy at the School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
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Date : 2022-05-20

U.S. BACKS NATO BIDS, TURKEY SAYS ‘NO’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Expanding tribe:U.S. President Joe Biden, centre, Sweden’s Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson, right, and Finland’s President Sauli Niinistö at the White House on
Thursday.AFPMANDEL NGAN
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U.S. President Joe Biden hosted the leaders of Finland and Sweden on Thursday to discuss
their NATO membership bids, while Turkey’s leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan said his country
would oppose the Nordic countries joining the military alliance.
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“I warmly welcome and strongly support the historic applications from Finland and Sweden for
membership in NATO,” Mr. Biden said in a statement on Wednesday, offering U.S. support
against any “aggression” while their bids are considered.
Mr. Biden met President Sauli Niinisto of Finland and Sweden’s Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson in Washington on Thursday for consultations.
But their accession faces new challenges amid Turkey’s stiff opposition.

IA

“We have told our relevant friends we would say ‘no’ to Finland and Sweden’s entry into NATO,
and we will continue on our path like this,” President Recep Tayyip Erdogan told a group of
Turkish youths in the video for Commemoration of Atatürk, Youth and Sports Day.
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Turkey’s approval of Finland and Sweden’s application to join the Western military alliance is
crucial because NATO makes decisions by consensus. Each of its 30 member countries has the
power to veto a membership bid.
Mr. Erdogan has said Turkey’s objection stems from its security concerns and grievances with
Sweden’s and to a lesser degree Finland’s — perceived support of the banned Kurdistan
Workers’ Party, or PKK, and an armed group in Syria that Turkey sees as an extension of the
PKK. The conflict with the PKK has killed tens of thousands of people since 1984.
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In the remarks made available earlier on Thursday, Mr. Erdogan branded the two prospective
NATO members and especially Sweden as “a focus of terror, home to terror”. He accused them
of giving financial and weapons support to the armed groups, and claimed the countries’ alleged
links to terror organizations meant they should not be part of the trans-Atlantic alliance.
Mr. Erdogan’s ruling party spokesman, Omer Celik, said on Thursday they had proof that
Swedish weapons were showing up in PKK hands, while also warning the U.S. and France for
“giving to the group that kills my country’s citizens.” If NATO is to expand, Mr. Celik argued, then
potential members must “cut off their support to terror groups.”
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SRI LANKA LIFTS STATE OF EMERGENCY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka
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The state of Emergency in Sri Lanka has been lifted with effect from Saturday after the
government decided not to present the Emergency Regulations in Parliament for approval with
the improvement of the law and order situation in the island nation, nearly two weeks after it was
imposed following anti-government protests over the economic crisis.
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Embattled Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa had declared a state of Emergency with
effect from May 6 midnight, the second time in just over a month amid growing protests. The
Presidential Secretariat stated that the state of Emergency has been lifted with effect from
Friday midnight, Hiru News reported.
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MINT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Australia's Labor Party leader Anthony Albanese will be sworn in as the country's new prime
minister on Monday as he promised a "journey of change" vowing to tackle climate change and
rising living costs, as per Reuters report.
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Additionally, deputy Labor leader Richard Marles and three key ministers in waiting - Penny
Wong in foreign affairs, Jim Chalmers as treasurer and Katy Gallagher in finance - will be sworn
in at a ceremony in the national capital, Canberra. Albanese and Wong then head to Japan later
on Monday to attend a key meeting of the "Quad" security grouping in Tokyo.
"It's a big day in my life but a big day for the country, when we change the government,"
Albanese told reporters outside his Sydney suburban home. "I want to channel the opportunity
that we have to shape change so that we bring people with us on the journey of change. I want
to bring the country together."
Albanese said he spoke to U.S. President Joe Biden on Sunday night and was looking forward
to meeting him during the Quad summit on Tuesday alongside the prime ministers of Japan and
India. He will return to Australia on Wednesday.
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Notably, Labor will retake power after nine years in opposition as a wave of unprecedented
support for the Greens and climate-focussed independents, mostly women, helped end nearly a
decade of rule by the conservative coalition.
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Labor's campaign heavily spotlighted Albanese's working-class credentials - a boy raised in
public housing by a single mother on a disability pension - and his image as a pragmatic unifier.
Centre-left Labor still remains four seats short of a majority of 76 in the 151 seat lower house
with about a dozen races too close to call, according to television channels. Some predicted
Labor might get enough seats to govern on their own.
(With inputs from agencies)
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PM TO ATTEND TOKYO LAUNCH OF U.S. TRADE
INITIATIVE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in U.S. President Joseph Biden’s unveiling of the
‘Indo-Pacific Economic Framework’ (IPEF) in Tokyo on Monday, a U.S. initiative for trade
partnerships in the region, sources confirmed.
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Mr. Modi’s attendance of the event is a significant step towards building economic ties among
Quad countries (India, the U.S., Australia and Japan) in the Indo-Pacific, although officials were
hesitant to bill the IPEF as a counter to the 15-nation Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) and the 17-nation Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) that China is a member
of.
Briefing the media ahead of the event, U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said the
IPEF would have a “very wide-ranging membership”, adding significantly, that the programme
was “designed to put workers at the centre — American workers,” with a focus on the digital
economy, clean energy transition, infrastructure and resilient supply chains.
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India has not taken a decision on joining the framework, but is keen to understand the “contours”
of the American plan, said an official, confirming that Indian delegates would join the launch of
negotiations expected on Monday as well. On Saturday, Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra said
that “discussions and the conversations are still going on” on the IPEF draft.
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After landing in Tokyo on Monday, Mr. Modi is expected to meet Japanese business leaders in
one-on-one interactions, including heads of NEC Corporation, Uniqlo garments, Suzuki Motors,
and the SoftBank Group, attend the IPEF event with Mr. Biden and other leaders, and also
attend a business roundtable.
Quad summit
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On Tuesday, he will meet with Mr. Biden, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and the justelected Australian PM Anthony Albanese for the Quad summit after which he will hold bilateral
talks with each of them.
Though officials have said that the Quad focus is on areas of convergence such as trade,
infrastructure, climate change and critical technologies, it is clear that divisions over the war in
Ukraine, food security, the vaccine initiative and a number of other issues, including the U.S.
push to bring Taiwan back as an observer at the World Health Assembly (WHA) this week, will
also come up at the meeting.
“The second in-person Quad Leaders’ Summit will provide an opportunity for the leaders of the
four Quad countries to review the progress of Quad initiatives. We will also exchange views
about developments in the Indo-Pacific region and global issues of mutual interest,” said Mr.
Modi in a departure statement.
Mr. Modi’s reference to “developments in the Indo-Pacific” region indicates India’s consistent
policy that it would not include comments on Russia in its diplomatic engagements with other
countries. The position was underlined during the Quad leaders’ last interaction, a virtual
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meeting in March, where the joint statement did not reflect sharp criticism of Russia that marked
the statements made by the other three leaders.
Wheat export ban
In the past week, India has also run up against the U.S. and Japan at G-7 meetings, as well as
at the UN Security Council over its decision to ban wheat exports amidst global shortages of
Ukrainian wheat.
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In a press briefing on Sunday, the U.S. NSA said Mr. Biden would continue to discuss the
“impacts of Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine on a wider set of concerns in the world, including
this food security concern,” in his conversations with Mr. Modi in Tokyo.
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However, Mr. Kwatra said on Saturday that “there is a full understanding and appreciation of
[India’s] policy [on Ukraine] in the world, including among [India’s] main partners”, and reiterated
India’s food security needs were “paramount”, when asked about the U.S.’s call to reverse the
government’s wheat export ban.
Mr. Kwatra said the Quad would organise a special session on the sidelines of the WHA on May
24, where the four countries would jointly tackle issues of disinformation during the pandemic
and boosting vaccine confidence.
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The grouping is also expected to discuss and possibly review its Quad Vaccine Initiative project
to disburse U.S.-developed and funded, India-made vaccines with the support of Japan and
Australia amongst Indo-Pacific countries that had been stuck due to what Mr. Sullivan called
“regulatory issues” with India.
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The first Quad interaction last year had committed to distributing one billion of the vaccines,
made at Hyderabad-based Biological-E by the end of 2022, but have made no headway on the
project yet.
Another issue the Quad is divided over is whether to support Taiwan’s request to be included as
an observer at the WHA, something China opposes. While the U.S., Australia and Japan have
backed the Taiwanese request, India has made no statement thus far, and MEA officials did not
confirm whether India would endorse it.
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IRAN’S CENTRALITY AND ISOLATION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

A handout picture provided by the office of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei |
Photo Credit: AFP
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A recent essay in Foreign Affairs argues that “Tehran has not achieved any of its lofty ambitions,
but it has made progress towards them – and it is feeling emboldened by its recent successes”.
It argues that “Iran is both self-assured and deeply insecure”, “displays external vigour that
conceals ultimately incurable internal maladies”, has “built its foreign policy on the twin pillars of
confronting the United States and Israel” and is “closer to realising its vision than it was a
decade ago”. Yet, despite its success in cultivating militant groups across West Asia, there are
tangible signs that it has overreached and that two-thirds of young Arabs in the region now view
Iran as an adversary. The essay concedes that “Washington’s perception of Iran has suffered
from four decades of estrangement and strategic narcissism”. Given the geopolitical and
historical backdrop of Iran, does this reflect the totality of the country’s interests and strategic
perceptions?

IA

A decade earlier, John Limbert, former senior diplomat who was one of the hostages of the
embassy siege of 1979, felt certain rules seem to guide U.S. policy over the years. They include:
“(i) Never walk through an open door. Instead, bang your head against a wall; (ii) Never say yes
to anything that the other side proposes. Doing so will make you weak; and (iii) The other side is
infinitely hostile, devious, domineering and irrational. It is the embodiment of all that is evil.”
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With an area of 1.6 million sq km, Iran is the 18th largest country in the world in terms of area. It
shares land borders with Pakistan, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Turkey and
Iraq and maritime borders with Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the UAE, and Oman. In its
long history it has experienced periods of conflict, imperial dominance and foreign occupation
and most recently, a revolution. All these left a mark on its collective memory. Its culture has
been hugely influential in world history and rightly depicted as an ‘Empire of the Mind.’
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Since the revolution of 1979, and the end of the U.S. security umbrella under the latter’s Twin
Pillars policy, Iran has been concerned about national security given its long and porous borders
with Iraq and Afghanistan. Refugees have poured in from Afghanistan and an armed aggression
resulted in the decade-long war with Iraq. With Pakistan, there was a moment of unease after
the Bangladesh War of 1971, but was soon set at rest by India.
Despite the upheavals of the post-revolutionary era and the war, Iran maintained a degree of
political stability. This was thanks to its power structure, based on a multitude of loosely
connected and generally fiercely competitive power centres. These power centres remain
formally grounded in the Constitution and the structure emanating from it and actually grounded
in the religio-political associations emanating from the clerical leadership that retains an
exclusive grip on state power. Each of these also has its own factional tussles with its own
power to facilitate or obstruct individual policies. The locus of individual decisions therefore is
always a challenging exercise.
Also read | Iran rejects curbs on its defensive power, regional presence
Revolutionary slogans apart, Iran’s foreign policy has focused on safeguarding independence,
national sovereignty, and national interests and is characterised by conscious adjustment to the
reality of regional interests in what has been described as the reality of strategic loneliness. This
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was evident in the ambivalent reaction to the U.S. attack on Iraq.
The end of the Khomeini era, and the period of Hashemi Rafsanjani, winessed Iran’s attempts to
regain a role in regional affairs. These initiatives were built upon by former President
Mohammad Khatami. A beginning was made with regional policy envisaging three circles: the
Persian Gulf, the Arab East and Eurasia.
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Apart from other matters, contention between the West and Iran developed on the latter’s
nuclear energy plans, which were initially developed before the revolution with U.S. assistance,
but viewed very differently subsequently. Iranian scientists in the meantime developed them to
the stage when alarm bells were sounded about their intentions.
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All of this is reflected in Iran’s relationship with the U.S., which underwent an overnight
transition. Initially an ally, Iran became hostile and bitter in individual and national terms. Over
time, the perception tended to change; in the past three decades, attempts have been made to
mend matters. There were many issues of contention, each with its own subjective angles, but
they came to be focused on the nuclear question.
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In May 2003, and after America’s success in the Iraq war, Iran offered through the Swiss
intermediary full negotiations with the U.S. This was ignored by the George Bush administration.
In October 2003, the Tehran Declaration was reached between Iran and the European Union
(EU). Iran agreed to cooperate fully with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
including the Additional Protocol, and temporarily suspend all uranium enrichment. In September
and October 2003, the IAEA conducted several facility inspections. In July 2015, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was concluded between Iran and the P5+1 and the EU.
The Donald Trump administration certified Iran’s compliance with the agreements twice in 2017,
but in May 2018, withdrew from it promising a better deal. This did not happen.
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After changes of administration in both Tehran and Washington, quiet negotiations were
resumed in Vienna in the expectation of an early success with an Iranian insistence on returning
to the original terms of the JCPOA. The Ukraine war and the western regime of sanctions on
Russia become an impediment; so is the Iranian insistence that U.S. sanctions be lifted on the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, so effective in Iraq, Syria and with Hezbollah, and also
playing a role in the Iranian economy. Some of the Gulf Cooperation Council states are
supporting a powerful U.S.-lobby in this endeavour.
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Despite being a victim of the regime of sanctions for long, Iran has been unrelenting in the
development of military technologies. This is evident from its growing capabilities for asymmetric
warfare in the region and its success in creating conventionally armed, precision-guided missiles
and more effective air defence. Alongside is the apprehension of Iran crossing the muchdreaded nuclear threshold in a region that has India, Pakistan and Israel (undeclared) as nuclear
capable nations. Some experts believe that if the stalemate in negotiations continues, Iran may
even give notice of withdrawal from the Non-Proliferation Treaty and, in a play on Israel’s policy
of ‘strategic ambiguity’ opt for an approach of ‘creative ambiguity’.
Also read | Stalled Iran nuclear talks have been ‘reopened’: EU
In the final analysis, the U.S. has a difficult choice between its strategic objectives,
requirements, and capabilities in West Asia in relation to Israel and the conservative Arab bloc
on the one hand and with the reality of Iran’s regional centrality and its implications, on the other.
The failure of the so-called Arab Spring and the formalisation of the Abraham Accord is one
aspect of it. Its domestic political compulsions and those of Israel were well reflected by the
Israeli scholar Martin Kramer in 2011: ‘In Israel we are for the status quo. Not only do we believe
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the status quo is sustainable, we think it is the job of the U.S. to sustain it.’ To overcome this
impasse, the centrality of Iran in its own neighbourhood has to be recognised along with the
latter’s commitment to regional cooperation.
Hamid Ansari is former Vice President of India
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INVESTMENT INCENTIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations
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The Government of India and the Government of the United States of America has signed an
Investment Incentive Agreement (IIA) today at Tokyo, Japan. The IIA was signed by Shri Vinay
Kwatra, Foreign Secretary, Government of India, and Mr. Scott Nathan, Chief Executive Officer,
U.S. International Development Finance Corporation (DFC).
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This IIA supersedes the Investment Incentive Agreement signed between the Government of
India and the Government of the United States of America in the year 1997. Significant
developments have taken place since the signing of the earlier IIA in 1997 including the creation
of a new agency called DFC, a development finance agency of Government of USA, as a
successor agency of the erstwhile Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) after the
enactment of a recent legislation of USA, the BUILD Act 2018. IIA has been signed, to keep
pace with the additional investment support programmes, offered by the DFC, such as debt,
equity investment, investment guaranty, investment insurance or reinsurance, feasibility studies
for potential projects and grants.
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The Agreement is the legal requirement for DFC, to continue providing investment support in
India. DFC or their predecessor agencies are active in India since 1974 and have so far
provided investment support worth $5.8 billion of which $2.9 billion is still outstanding. Proposals
worth $4 billion are under consideration by DFC for providing investment support in India. DFC
has provided investment support in sectors that matter for development such as COVID-19
vaccine manufacturing, healthcare financing, renewable energy, SME financing, financial
inclusion, infrastructure etc.
It is expected that signing of IIA would lead to enhanced Investment support provided by DFC in
India, which shall further help in India’s development.
***
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DS/ST/AK

The Government of India and the Government of the United States of America has signed an
Investment Incentive Agreement (IIA) today at Tokyo, Japan. The IIA was signed by Shri Vinay
Kwatra, Foreign Secretary, Government of India, and Mr. Scott Nathan, Chief Executive Officer,
U.S. International Development Finance Corporation (DFC).
This IIA supersedes the Investment Incentive Agreement signed between the Government of
India and the Government of the United States of America in the year 1997. Significant
developments have taken place since the signing of the earlier IIA in 1997 including the creation
of a new agency called DFC, a development finance agency of Government of USA, as a
successor agency of the erstwhile Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) after the
enactment of a recent legislation of USA, the BUILD Act 2018. IIA has been signed, to keep
pace with the additional investment support programmes, offered by the DFC, such as debt,
equity investment, investment guaranty, investment insurance or reinsurance, feasibility studies
for potential projects and grants.
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The Agreement is the legal requirement for DFC, to continue providing investment support in
India. DFC or their predecessor agencies are active in India since 1974 and have so far
provided investment support worth $5.8 billion of which $2.9 billion is still outstanding. Proposals
worth $4 billion are under consideration by DFC for providing investment support in India. DFC
has provided investment support in sectors that matter for development such as COVID-19
vaccine manufacturing, healthcare financing, renewable energy, SME financing, financial
inclusion, infrastructure etc.

***
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It is expected that signing of IIA would lead to enhanced Investment support provided by DFC in
India, which shall further help in India’s development.
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HEALTH SECRETARY APPOINTED AS CHAIRPERSON
OF COMMITTEE B AT 75TH WORLD HEALTH
ASSEMBLY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations
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Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan has been appointed chairperson of the Committee B at
the 75th World Health Assembly (WHA). The Committee B primarily discusses administrative
and financial matters of the World Health Organization. This year, the panel will discuss and
prepare report on many important issues which includes budget for the WHO, prevention of
sexual exploitation and reforms.
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UNION MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
DR. MANSUKH MANDAVIYA ADDRESSES SESSIONS
ON ‘UNLOCKING THE POWER OF DIGITAL HEALTH’
AND ‘CLOSING THE VACCINES GAP’ AT WORLD
ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF) ANNUAL MEETING, DAVOS

m

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations
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In a historic address at the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos at Congress
Centre, the Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare and Chemicals and Fertilizers, Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya exhorted India's commitment to strengthen the Digital Health System and
in closing the vaccine gap. Underscoring the need to strengthen Equitable Vaccine
Manufacturing Collaborative (EVMC), the Union Minister envisaged, "Digital health is a great
equaliser and enabler to support Universal Health Coverage and Sustainable Development
Goals and can help ensure accessibility and affordability of health service delivery.” At the World
Economic Forum Annual Meeting, the Union Health Minister delivered the opening remarks for
“Unlocking the Power of Digital Health” and “Closing Vaccines Gap” Sessions today.
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The full text of address of the Union Health Minister for the Session ‘Unlocking the Power
of Digital Health’ is as under:
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Digital health is a great equaliser and enabler to support Universal Health Coverage and
Sustainable Development Goals and can help ensure accessibility and affordability of health
service delivery. With prime focus on moving from siloed to an ecosystem approach for digital
health, India is creating a national framework for digital health in India.
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With prime focus on moving from siloed to an ecosystem approach for digital health, India is
creating a national framework for digital health in India. Under Ayushman Bharat (Long Live
India) Digital Mission, India has embarked on digital transformation of healthcare in India. The
focus is on creation of a longitudinal Electronic Health Record for more than 1.3 billion people of
India. We have already issued more than 220 million Unique Health IDs along with health
facilities and provider registry. India has already utilised digital health interventions for its
national program management. Reproductive & Child Healthcare IT platform tracks more
than 120 million pregnant women for their ANC, PNC check-up, delivery planning and over 90
million children for immunization. Health Management Information system regularly collates data
regarding health programmes from more than 200,000 health facilities.
Through the NCD application, we have screened more than 80 million citizens for
diabetes, hypertension and cancers, in turn creating a population profile of India.
Telemedicine platform e-Sanjeevani has benefited more than 390 million beneficiaries
through video consultations during COVID-19 pandemic, making it the biggest such
platform in the world.
CoWIN platform monitors name-based vaccination and has monitored administration of
more than 1.92 billion vaccination doses, including beneficiary registration, AEFI
monitoring and a QR code based digital digital certificate. India has promoted digital
health agenda at global level as Chair in Global Digital Health Partnership. It was India
which had moved the Digital Health Resolution in WHO to prioritise the global framework
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for digital health. We have offered Co-WIN as a digital public good to other countries to
aid their vaccination efforts, aligned with India’s commitment to the traditional
philosophy of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” i.e. The World Is One Family. Digital health
interventions can help penetrate health service delivery till the last mile ensuring
equitable healthcare service delivery. With technologies like Artificial Intelligence, Cloud
computing, 5G, nanotech, we need to create a tech supported healthcare service delivery
which is resilient, reliable, and accessible till the last mile.

m

The full text of address of the Union Health Minister for the Session ‘Closing the Vaccines
Gap’ is as under:
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India has been known as the Pharmacy of the World. India has shown its prowess in vaccine
research and development, manufacturing, and implementation, when we indigenously
developed Covid-19 vaccines and achieved the monumental task of administering more than
1.92 billion vaccines.
With paramount challenges of population, diversity, vaccine hesitancy and vaccine eagerness
and coverage for vulnerable sections, we embarked with meticulous planning and advanced
research under overall leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Modi, much before other
countries and have been successful in saving many lives. India would like to further support and
strengthen our ongoing relationship with Africa. India offers to support in augmenting research
and development capability of African countries on medical countermeasures.
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India would also like to extend its support to Africa in taking the journey from vaccine availability
till vaccination with focus on implementation based on India’s experience of vaccination 96 % of
its population with 1st dose and 86% with both doses.
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With the Hon'ble Prime Minister's vision of One Earth One Health, India has always supported
the World. Under Vaccine Maitri we supplied vaccines to 100 countries and provided drugs to
150 countries during COVID.

cr

We have also provided our COWIN platform to the world as a global public good. In this session
on Closing the Vaccines gap, I envisage learning global best practices and am sure that this
session will provide a programme of work for the Equitable Vaccine Manufacturing
Collaborative (EVMC) designed to strengthen private - public sector partnerships across
the vaccine manufacturing value chain in low and middle-income countries. India looks
forward to supporting closing the vaccine gap in Africa.

At 7:30 PM, this evening will address the @WEF session on 'Unlocking the Power of Health
Data (Digital Health)', Davos.
The session will discuss how we can leverage the power of technology for creating an efficient
health sector. #WEF22
Watch Live At: https://t.co/891e1onpqR pic.twitter.com/oibNWUUkCx
******
MV/AL
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In a historic address at the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos at Congress
Centre, the Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare and Chemicals and Fertilizers, Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya exhorted India's commitment to strengthen the Digital Health System and
in closing the vaccine gap. Underscoring the need to strengthen Equitable Vaccine
Manufacturing Collaborative (EVMC), the Union Minister envisaged, "Digital health is a great
equaliser and enabler to support Universal Health Coverage and Sustainable Development
Goals and can help ensure accessibility and affordability of health service delivery.” At the World
Economic Forum Annual Meeting, the Union Health Minister delivered the opening remarks for
“Unlocking the Power of Digital Health” and “Closing Vaccines Gap” Sessions today.
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The full text of address of the Union Health Minister for the Session ‘Unlocking the Power
of Digital Health’ is as under:
Digital health is a great equaliser and enabler to support Universal Health Coverage and
Sustainable Development Goals and can help ensure accessibility and affordability of health
service delivery. With prime focus on moving from siloed to an ecosystem approach for digital
health, India is creating a national framework for digital health in India.
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With prime focus on moving from siloed to an ecosystem approach for digital health, India is
creating a national framework for digital health in India. Under Ayushman Bharat (Long Live
India) Digital Mission, India has embarked on digital transformation of healthcare in India. The
focus is on creation of a longitudinal Electronic Health Record for more than 1.3 billion people of
India. We have already issued more than 220 million Unique Health IDs along with health
facilities and provider registry. India has already utilised digital health interventions for its
national program management. Reproductive & Child Healthcare IT platform tracks more
than 120 million pregnant women for their ANC, PNC check-up, delivery planning and over 90
million children for immunization. Health Management Information system regularly collates data
regarding health programmes from more than 200,000 health facilities.
Through the NCD application, we have screened more than 80 million citizens for
diabetes, hypertension and cancers, in turn creating a population profile of India.
Telemedicine platform e-Sanjeevani has benefited more than 390 million beneficiaries
through video consultations during COVID-19 pandemic, making it the biggest such
platform in the world.
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CoWIN platform monitors name-based vaccination and has monitored administration of
more than 1.92 billion vaccination doses, including beneficiary registration, AEFI
monitoring and a QR code based digital digital certificate. India has promoted digital
health agenda at global level as Chair in Global Digital Health Partnership. It was India
which had moved the Digital Health Resolution in WHO to prioritise the global framework
for digital health. We have offered Co-WIN as a digital public good to other countries to
aid their vaccination efforts, aligned with India’s commitment to the traditional
philosophy of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” i.e. The World Is One Family. Digital health
interventions can help penetrate health service delivery till the last mile ensuring
equitable healthcare service delivery. With technologies like Artificial Intelligence, Cloud
computing, 5G, nanotech, we need to create a tech supported healthcare service delivery
which is resilient, reliable, and accessible till the last mile.
The full text of address of the Union Health Minister for the Session ‘Closing the Vaccines
Gap’ is as under:
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India has been known as the Pharmacy of the World. India has shown its prowess in vaccine
research and development, manufacturing, and implementation, when we indigenously
developed Covid-19 vaccines and achieved the monumental task of administering more than
1.92 billion vaccines.
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With paramount challenges of population, diversity, vaccine hesitancy and vaccine eagerness
and coverage for vulnerable sections, we embarked with meticulous planning and advanced
research under overall leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Modi, much before other
countries and have been successful in saving many lives. India would like to further support and
strengthen our ongoing relationship with Africa. India offers to support in augmenting research
and development capability of African countries on medical countermeasures.
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India would also like to extend its support to Africa in taking the journey from vaccine availability
till vaccination with focus on implementation based on India’s experience of vaccination 96 % of
its population with 1st dose and 86% with both doses.
With the Hon'ble Prime Minister's vision of One Earth One Health, India has always supported
the World. Under Vaccine Maitri we supplied vaccines to 100 countries and provided drugs to
150 countries during COVID.
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We have also provided our COWIN platform to the world as a global public good. In this session
on Closing the Vaccines gap, I envisage learning global best practices and am sure that this
session will provide a programme of work for the Equitable Vaccine Manufacturing
Collaborative (EVMC) designed to strengthen private - public sector partnerships across
the vaccine manufacturing value chain in low and middle-income countries. India looks
forward to supporting closing the vaccine gap in Africa.

At 7:30 PM, this evening will address the @WEF session on 'Unlocking the Power of Health
Data (Digital Health)', Davos.
The session will discuss how we can leverage the power of technology for creating an efficient
health sector. #WEF22
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Watch Live At: https://t.co/891e1onpqR pic.twitter.com/oibNWUUkCx
******
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BLINKEN OUTLINES POLICY TO COUNTER CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Goal setting:Antony Blinken speaking about U.S. policy towards China in Washington.AFPJIM
WATSON

m

Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Thursday the Biden administration aims to lead the
international bloc opposed to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine into a broader coalition to counter
what it sees as a more serious, long-term threat to global order from China.
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In a speech outlining the administration’s China policy, Mr. Blinken laid out a three-pillar
approach to competing with Beijing in a race to define the 21st century’s economic and military
balance.
While the U.S. sees Russia and Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war in Ukraine as the most
acute and immediate threat to international stability, Mr. Blinken said the administration believes
China poses a greater danger.
‘Threat to global order’
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“Even as President Putin’s war continues, we will remain focused on the most serious long-term
challenge to the international order — and that is the one posed by the People’s Republic of
China,” Mr. Blinken said.
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“China is the only country with both the intent to reshape the international order — and,
increasingly, the economic, diplomatic, military, and technological power to do it,” he said.
“Beijing’s vision would move us away from the universal values that have sustained so much of
the world’s progress over the past 75 years.”
Thus, Mr. Blinken laid out principles for the administration to marshal its resources, friends and
allies to push back on increasing Chinese assertiveness around the world. Although he made
clear that the U.S. does not seek to change China’s political system. “This is not about forcing
countries to choose, it’s about giving them a choice,” he said.
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However, he also acknowledged that the U.S. has limited ability to directly influence China’s
ambitions and will instead focus on shaping the strategic environment around China.
“We can’t rely on Beijing to change its trajectory,” Mr. Blinken said in the speech, delivered at
George Washington University. “So we will shape the strategic environment around Beijing to
advance our vision for an open and inclusive international system.”
The speech followed President Joe Biden’s just-concluded visits to South Korea and Japan. Mr.
Biden raised eyebrows during that trip when he said that the U.S. would act militarily to help
Taiwan defend itself in the event of an invasion by China.
Position on Taiwan
The administration scrambled to insist that Mr. Biden was not changing American policy, and Mr.
Blinken restated that the U.S. has not changed its position. Mr. Blinken said Washington still
holds to its “One China” policy, which recognises Beijing but allows for unofficial links with and
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arms sales to Taipei.
“Our approach has been consistent across decades and administrations. The United States
remains committed to our ‘One China’ policy. We oppose any unilateral changes to the status
quo from either side,” he said, adding that “we do not support Taiwan independence.”
Mr. Blinken said that while U.S. policy on Taiwan has remained consistent, China’s had become
increasingly belligerent.
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He made the case that the global response to Mr. Putin’s invasion of Ukraine can serve as a
template for dealing with China’s efforts to mold a new and unpredictable world order to replace
the rules and institutions that have guided relations between states since the end of Second
World War.
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China, Mr. Blinken said, has benefited greatly from that international order but is now trying to
subvert it under the leadership of President Xi Jinping and the Chinese Communist Party.
Mr. Blinken also decried the rise in anti-Chinese and anti-Asian hate crimes in the U.S., saying
Chinese Americans and other Asian Americans have the same claim to the U.S. as any other
immigrants or their descendants.
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INDIA, JAPAN TO WORK TOGETHER TO HELP SRI
LANKA DURING CRISIS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

PM Narendra Modi with his Japanese counterpartFumio Kishida.PTIAP
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India and Japan have agreed to work together on assisting crisis-hit Sri Lanka, the Japanese
government said, following a recent meeting between Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Fumio
Kishida in Tokyo.
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Mr. Modi and Mr. Kishida met on May 24 on the sidelines of the Quad summit and held bilateral
talks on “close cooperation” to promote efforts to realise a ‘Free and Open Indo-Pacific’, in
addition to collaboration in spheres including defence, clean energy, and investment.
Following the meeting, Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the leaders “discussed the
situation in Sri Lanka and confirmed that they will cooperate with each other in light of the
current economic crisis and deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the country.” Further,
they “shared the view to work together to develop Indo-Pacific Economic Framework into an
inclusive framework that will bring substantive benefits to the region,” according to a statement.
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Ministry of External Affairs made no specific mention of Sri Lanka. “The two leaders exchanged
views on recent global and regional developments. They noted the convergences in their
respective approaches to the Indo-Pacific and reaffirmed their commitment towards a free, open,
and inclusive Indo-Pacific region,” read its May 24 statement.
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For over half a century, Japan has been one of Sri Lanka’s top donors and development
partners, although its grants and investments have received much less attention compared to
those from China or India.
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Japan’s announcement of collaborating with India to help Sri Lanka, assumes significance,
coming shortly after Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s proposal that Quad
members — the United States, India, Japan, and Australia — to take the lead in setting up a
foreign aid consortium to assist Sri Lanka that is reeling under the worst economic crisis since
Independence. India has extended about $3.5 billion assistance since January, by way of loan
deferments and credit lines for essential imports.
Japan’s initiative also comes despite Colombo scrapping two major infrastructure projects with
Japanese involvement. In September 2020, Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa ordered
the termination of a $1.5-billion Japanese-funded light rail project, on that basis that it was not a
“cost-effective solution”. In early 2021, Sri Lanka ejected Japan and India out of a trilateral
project to jointly develop a container terminal at the strategically located Colombo Port, causing
considerable diplomatic tensions. India’s Adani Group was subsequently roped in to develop
another terminal at the same port.
Meanwhile, addressing the ‘International conference on the future of Asia’ organised by Nikkei
virtually, Mr. Gotabaya said Sri Lanka “urgently requires” assistance of friends in the
international community “to ensure that our immediate needs in terms of the importation of
essential medicines, food supplies, and fuel are met.” Japan “remains one of Sri Lanka’s key
development partners”, the Sri Lankan President said, expressing hope that ongoing
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negotiations on “bridging funds” from Japan would soon conclude.
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INDIA GUIDED BY INTEREST OF AFGHANS: DOVAL IN
NSA MEET
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations
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Afghanistan must ensure education for girls, National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval said at
the 4th Regional Dialogue on Security being held in Tajikistan capital Dushanbe.
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Emphasising India’s decision to help Afghanistan with humanitarian aid even though it doesn’t
have relations with the Taliban regime, he asserted that India remained an “important
stakeholder”. “The special relationship with the people of Afghanistan over centuries will guide
India’s approach. Nothing can change this,” he stated at the conference of NSAs and State
Security Council Chiefsattended by China, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan. “Women and youth are critical for the future of any society. Provision of
education to girls and employment to women and youth will ensure productivity and spur growth.
It will also have a positive social impact including discouraging radical ideologies among youth,”
he observed, according to official accounts of the closed-door two-day meeting released to the
media.
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In the past few weeks, international calls for the Taliban to rescind an order that mandated girl
students in secondary schools, from grade 6-12 were not allowed to attend school. India was
part of a United Nations Security Council statement criticising the Taliban regime’s actions, as
well as other restrictions on women in education and employment.
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“There is need for all present at the Dialogue to enhance the capability of Afghanistan to counter
terrorism and terrorist groups which pose a threat to regional peace and security,” Mr. Doval
remarked, according to news agency PTI , indicating that the government is prepared to
distinguish between the Afghan regime and trans-national terror groups.
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While India has refused to recognise the Taliban regime, it has engaged Taliban officials in
Doha and other locations since their takeover of Kabul in August 2021. After Pakistan gave
clearance for transit trade access, India has sent about 17000 metric tonnes (MT) of wheat out
of a total commitment of 50000 MT, and has also sent vaccine doses for COVID-19 and Polio,
urgently needed medicines and winter clothing on flights to Kabul. The Ministry of External
Affairs has refused to confirm reports that India is also considering re-establishing its diplomatic
presence in Kabul, as at least 15 countries, including Russia, China, Iran, Pakistan and a few
Central Asian States have.
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BRICS GROUP MAY SOON BEGIN EXPANSION
PROCESS, SAYS CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Wang Wenbin
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The Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa (BRICS) grouping may for the first time begin an
expansion process to include new developing country members, the Chinese government said
on Friday.
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China, which is the BRICS chair for this year, said the recently held meeting of BRICS Foreign
Ministers “reached consensus on the BRICS expansion process”.
“China will work on BRICS-related parties to continue to have in-depth discussions on BRICS
expansion and determine the standards and procedures for that on the basis of consensus. We
look forward to more like-minded partners joining the big family of BRICS,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said. The May 19 BRICS Foreign Ministers’ virtual meeting this
year also invited Foreign Ministers of Argentina, Egypt, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, Nigeria, Senegal and Thailand to attend.

IA

Enhancing cooperation

Both China and Russia have backed BRICS expansion, seeing the grouping as a useful platform
to broaden their voice amid their tensions with the West.

ac
k

“Facing the once-in-a-century changes and pandemic which are compounded by international
hotspot issues,” Mr. Wang said, “BRICS countries agree that it is important to enhance
cooperation with other emerging markets and developing countries, further improve the
representation of BRICS, make BRICS’ voice in major international and regional issues more
widely heard, join hands to meet challenges, and uphold the common interests and development
space of emerging markets and developing countries.”
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Argentina, Indonesia and Egypt are among countries that have previously indicated their interest
in joining the grouping. The “BRICS Plus” format was launched as a way for the five countries to
broaden their outreach with other developing countries. The BRICS-backed New Development
Bank (NDB), based in Shanghai, has already inducted new members, with Bangladesh and the
UAE joining last year, and Egypt and Uruguay approved to join the financial institution.
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U.S. BECOMES INDIA’S BIGGEST TRADING PARTNER
AT $119 BILLION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The U.S. surpassed China to become India's top trading partner in 2021-22, reflecting
strengthening economic ties between the two countries.
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According to the data of the Commerce Ministry, in 2021-22, the bilateral trade between the U.S.
and India stood at $119.42 billion as against $80.51 billion in 2020-21. Exports to the U.S.
increased to $76.11 billion in 2021-22 from $51.62 billion in the previous fiscal year, while
imports rose to $43.31 billion as compared to about $29 billion in 2020-21.
During 2021-22, India's two-way commerce with China aggregated at $115.42 billion as
compared to $86.4 billion in 2020-21, the data showed. Exports to China marginally increased to
$21.25 billion last fiscal year from $21.18 billion in 2020-21, while imports jumped to $94.16
billion from about $65.21 billion in 2020-21. Trade gap rose to $72.91 billion in 2021-22 from $44
billion in previous fiscal year.
Trade experts believe that the trend of increasing bilateral trade with the U.S. will continue in the
coming years also as New Delhi and Washington are engaged in further strengthening the
economic ties.

IA

Federation of Indian Export Organisations vice-president Khalid Khan said India is emerging as
a trusted trading partner and global firms are reducing their dependence only on China for their
supplies and are diversifying business into other countries like India.
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"India has joined a U.S.-led initiative to set up an Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and
this move would help boost economic ties further," Mr. Khan said.
Rakesh Mohan Joshi, Director of the Indian Institute of Plantation Management, Bangalore, too
said that India is the fastest growing market economy with unparalleled demographic dividend
and provides enormous opportunities for the U.S. and Indian firms for technology transfer,
manufacturing, trade and investment.
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DEEPENING STRATEGIC COMMITMENT
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on India's interests

The leaders of the Quad in Tokyo. | Photo Credit: AP
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The Quad (the U.S., India, Japan and Australia) held its second in-person leaders’ summit in
Tokyo on May 24. It has emerged stronger and clearer in its strategy and goals for the security
and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific. The efforts by the Quad countries should be viewed not only
from the prism of the summits, but also from the wider context of international developments and
the continuing process of consolidation of the bilateral relations within, especially U.S.-India ties.
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This is the second interaction of the Quad leaders held after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. That
war has no end in sight. With India abstaining from most anti-Russia voting in multilateral
bodies, experts in India worried about the impact of Ukraine on the Indo-Pacific region,
particularly U.S.-India ties. Some feared that Prime Minister Narendra Modi would face new and
intense pressure in Tokyo from the U.S. to condemn Russia. Others argued that the U.S.
understood India’s nuanced position on Ukraine and may refocus on China’s strategic game in
the region.
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The latter interpretation proved correct. India and the U.S. agreed to disagree on Ukraine, but
showed full readiness to further strengthen the Quad and their bilateral cooperation, which, U.S.
President Joe Biden said, he was “committed to making…among the closest we have on Earth.”
With China, he has moved beyond the traditional U.S. stance of ‘strategic ambiguity’ and
pointedly referred to Ukraine to stress that China's armed action against Taiwan would be
unacceptable and attract a military response.
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The central driving force of the Quad is to counter China’s growing expansionism and
belligerence. The grouping’s diplomatic device of defining its raison d'être without ever using the
word ‘China’ was best reflected in the ‘Quad Joint Leaders’ Statement’ which reads, “We
reaffirm our resolve to uphold the international rules-based order where countries are free from
all forms of military, economic and political coercion.” Thus, China is not only the glue that holds
the Quad together; it is also the fuel that may, through Beijing’s bad behaviour in the future,
drive the grouping’s inner consolidation, as shown by an expanding agenda.
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The Quad agenda now covers nine sectors: vaccine partnership and health security, climate
action, critical and emerging technologies, cooperation on infrastructure, cyber security, space
cooperation, education and people-to-people ties, maritime domain awareness, and
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. The Quad claims to have established “a positive
and practical agenda” in year one; in year two, it will focus on “delivery.” This needs to be
watched.
Not all commitments have been met. The promise of making available at least one billion
COVID-19 vaccine doses to Indo-Pacific countries has fallen short. Excluding what the Quad
countries contributed to COVAX, just 25% have been delivered to the region so far. This needs
to be expanded rapidly. Meanwhile, Quad experts have begun planning ways to enhance
capacity for early detection and monitoring of “new and emerging pathogens with pandemic
potential.”
On infrastructure, a new commitment was made at Tokyo for the Quad to extend over $50 billion
in investment and assistance to the Indo-Pacific countries over the next five years. While the
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focus is on the ASEAN countries and the Pacific Island States, a part of this funding should
perhaps reach the Indian Ocean region too, with its touch points in Africa. The Common
Statement of Principles on Critical Technology Supply Chains is significant, as it concerns
cooperation on semiconductors.
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The atmospherics of the summit improved significantly after the launch of the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) a day earlier. The joint announcement was made by
the Quad, seven ASEAN member-states (excluding Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos), South
Korea and New Zealand. The plan is to prepare their economies for the future by conducting
negotiations on the pillars of trade; supply chains; tax and anti-corruption and clean energy;
decarbonisation and infrastructure. The IPEF is ambitious, but doable.
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India’s constructive participation in the Tokyo summit and agreement to join IPEF demonstrated
commitment to strengthening its strategic partnerships in order to push back China’s dominance.
At the same time, New Delhi has agreed to the expansion of BRICS membership. This
simultaneous engagement with the Quad and BRICS is New Delhi’s strategic autonomy in full
play. India’s presidency of the G20 in 2023 and the likelihood of India hosting the Quad summit
in 2024 will ensure that it follows a calibrated policy and stays on track, as every major step will
attract international attention.
Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House and a former Ambassador
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