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AUTISM SUPPORT NETWORK TO HELP GIVE
SPECIALISED CARE IN RURAL INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

For a cause:An awareness rally undertaken to mark World Autism Day in Navi Mumbai.PTIPTI
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To create awareness of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and help people understand, accept
and support individuals with autism and their parents and caregivers, the Tata Power
Community Development Trust (TPCDT) has partnered with the Centre for Autism and Other
Disabilities Rehabilitation Research and Education (CADRRE), a not-for-profit organisation
based in Thiruvananthapuram, to launch “Pay Autention — a different mind is a gifted mind”,
India’s first bridgital autism support network.
The initiative shall pave the way for small towns and rural India to access specialised care and
support and help create an auxiliary network of champions for the differently abled. This platform
shall also enable mentoring, skilling and meaningful livelihoods for people with autism.

Helpline launched

IA

In the first phase, the initiative will primarily focus on supporting children with autism, and
subsequently, in the second stage, it will focus on young adults, empowering them with life skills
and career readiness. The content is designed and delivered in collaboration with specialists
from CADRRE who have expertise in training children with autism.
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The project aims to create a network of grassroots champions, enable early identification, firstlevel care, teach social skills, ways to ease activities of daily living, hold workshops for sensory
and motor development — art and craft, dance, music therapy, physical and mental fitness,
communication skills and enable support for academics. In addition to this, a toll-free autism
support helpline is also launched at 18002099 488 to provide interactive support and muchneeded professional aid for families in need.
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In a statement, Tata Sons Chairman N. Chandrasekaran said: “I congratulate Tata Power and
CADRRE for launching the first-of-its-kind autism support network. As a responsible corporate
group, we are committed to enabling equitable and balanced growth of economy and society at
large. The vision is to facilitate bridgital connectivity and social infrastructure with better access
for all – including differently abled and rural communities”.
Tata Power CEO & MD Praveer Sinha said the effort “is to unlock possibilities for autistic
individuals, through professional care and support, lighting up their lives and ensuring we walk
the path of truly leaving no one behind”.
CADRRE honorary director G. Vijaya Raghavan said that in the next few years, this should
become a platform that changes the lives of countless families impacted by autism.
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POCSO COURT AWARDS DEATH SENTENCE TO TWO
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The death sentence awarded to two convicted rapists, who also murdered a 15-year-old victim,
by a Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) court in Bundi over the weekend,
was based on the case officer scheme, which ensured fast submission of the chargesheet and a
speedy trial. The court considered it to be a “rarest of the rare” case because of brutalisation of
the girl’s body.
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The tribal girl was gang-raped and murdered in a forest area in Bundi district on December 23,
2021. The police cracked the blind case within 12 hours by arresting three persons after a nightlong search operation, which ensured that the culprits could not escape from the forest area.
The third accused was a minor.
This is the first case under the POCSO Act in Rajasthan, in which two convicts have been
simultaneously sentenced to death. Judge Bal Krishan Mishra handed down the capital
punishment to Sultan Bheel, 27, and Chotulal Bheel, 62, after recording the testimony of 22
witnesses and examining the evidence produced by the prosecution through 79 documents.
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Bundi SP Jai Yadav said since the probe was taken up under the case officer scheme, a special
public prosecutor was appointed to argue the case and the chargesheet was filed within three
working days. The judgment came within four months despite the court being closed for oneand-a-half months during the pandemic.
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INVIGORATING THE AYUSH INDUSTRY
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Biotechnology, Genetics & Health related developments

File photo for representation. | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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The global market for herbal medicine was valued at $657.5 billion in 2020. It is expected to
grow to $746.9 billion in 2022. In China, the traditional medicine industry had total revenue of
$37.41 billion in 2018, according to an IBISWorld report. In fact, the Healthy China 2030 plan
forecasts that the value of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) market may reach $737.9 billion
within China and globally by 2030.
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The growth of the TCM industry in China is attributed to the immense attention the sector has
received in the country. In 1982, the Constitution of China gave full recognition to TCM. Since
2009, there has been continuous support for TCM in health policies. China has focused upon
developing quality infrastructure for TCM to co-exist with modern medicine under the same roof.
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In India, the National Ayush Mission (NAM) was launched in 2014 by the Department of Ayush,
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, to promote Ayush systems and address the needs of the
sector in a comprehensive way. Providing cost-effective services, strengthening educational
systems, quality control of drugs and sustainable availability of raw materials are the main
objectives of NAM. The industry is projected to reach $23.3 billion in 2022, according to a
Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), 2021, report. The Indian
herbal medicine market is worth $18.1 billion.
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The Indian Ayush sector has grown by 17% between 2014 and 2020. Related segments such as
plant derivatives grew by 21%, plant extracts by 14.7%, and herbal plants by 14.3% during the
same period.
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Under the ‘Medicinal Plants’ component of the NAM scheme (2015–16 to 2020–21), the
cultivation of prioritised medicinal plants in identified clusters/zones is being supported.
Cultivation of plants on farmer’s land, establishment of nurseries with backward linkages, postharvest management with forward linkages, and primary processing, marketing, etc., are all
covered under the scheme. For the cultivation of plants, subsidies at 30%, 50% and 75% of the
cultivation cost for 140 medicinal plants are being provided. So far, approximately 56,396
hectares are under the cultivation of medicinal plants, as per the Ministry of Ayush.
Further, last year Union Ayush Minister Sarbananda Sonowal announced that medicinal plants
will be cultivated on 75,000 hectares of land. The Ministry of Finance has also announced a
4000-crore package under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan for the promotion of herbal
cultivation.
There is no doubt about the potential of the sector and the above measures will surely help.
However, the Ayush sector requires a multi-dimensional thrust, ranging from initiatives at the
institutional level, massive awareness and promotion of cultivation of medicinal plants by
farmers, to trade-related interventions and quality focus measures.
The National Medicinal Plant Board (NMPB) implements the medicinal plant component of
Ayush through state bodies—State Medicinal Plant Boards (SMPBs). The organisational
structure of SMPBs needs to be strengthened. They should have experts for conservation,
cultivation, R&D, herbal garden and nurseries, IEC and marketing and trade of medicinal plants.
On the trade front, developing comprehensive databases on Ayush trade, products and raw
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materials is needed. To date, most ISM (Indian System of Medicine) products, herbal products
and medicinal plants products are not identified under specific HS (Harmonised system) codes.
Expansion of HS national lines to accommodate various features of traditional medicine and
medicinal plant products based on existing requirements is required to provide more
comprehensive trade data on Ayurvedic products.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation of the WHO-Global Centre for Traditional
Medicine in Jamnagar on April 19, 2022. This will be the first and only global outpost centre for
traditional medicine across the world.
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NITI Aayog has already constituted a committee and four working groups on integrative
medicine, with more than 50 experts across the country, to provide deeper insights and
recommendations in the areas of education, research, clinical practice and public health and
administration. Considerable progress has been made by the committee for the finalisation of
the report. Integration of Ayush systems into mainstream systems will certainly give wider
acceptance for traditional systems of the country.
The Ayush industry in India can provide cost-effective healthcare to people across States. It has
all the ingredients of success, to co-exist with the modern health systems, as a choice-based
system of traditional medicine.
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(Dr. Rajiv Kumar is former Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog. Vaidya Rajeshwari Singh is Research
Officer, and Ravindra Pratap Singh is personel secretary to Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog)
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FUNDING WOES HAUNT INDIAN SCIENCE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Far back in time, science, like monasticism, attracted people who were singularly driven by a
passion for seeking the truth. Largely ignored by the rulers and the state machinery of those
days, science was either supported by the enlightened and munificent elites or by the
investigators themselves from their personal funds. The times have changed since, and we have
never had so many people supported by the state, whose purported purpose of work is to
understand the world better. Thus, knowledge generation of the natural world has become a
highly competitive endeavour among the nations and science funding has often been touted as
a marker of social advancement.
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With very little participation from the private sector in the country that includes some of the
richest by global standards, curiosity-driven basic research in India is primarily sustained by
direct funding from the government. Still, it remains static in India and hovers between a paltry
0.6 to 0.8% of GDP over a decade, way below the United States, China, Japan, the European
Union countries and South Korea. While India’s global R&D expenditure remains static at 1-3%
of the global total, the U.S. and China accounted for 25% and 23%, respectively. This trend of
under-funding is also reflected in the low proportion of qualified researchers available in India,
considering its huge population.
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The World Bank statistics indicate that India had 255 researchers per million people in 2017 — a
minuscule fraction for its size and population, in contrast to 8,342 per million in Israel, 7,597 in
Sweden and 7,498 in South Korea. Compared to 111 in the U.S. and 423 in China, India has
only 15 researchers per 1,00,000 population.
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The budgetary allocations over the last several years show a consistent downward trend. Much
of the total of the funding available goes to DRDO, Department of Space and Atomic Energy,
leaving only 30 to 40% for agencies such as Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR),
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Department of Science and Technology
(DST), Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) and Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR); it is from this last-mentioned allocation that the extra-mural
research from the individual investigators are supported. The current financial year (2022-23) is
no exemption, borne out by the budgetary allocations for scientific research. The Union Ministry
of Science and Technology has earmarked 14,217 crore in the 2022-2023 Union Budget — a
drop of 3.9% from last year; the DST and DBT are supposed to receive 5,240 crore and 2,961
crore, respectively.
While the funding trend remained frozen between 2011 and 2018, the number of universities
jumped from 752 to 1,016, and doctoral degrees escalated from 10,111 to 24,474, which means
that the available number of people required to do scientific work as a career option enlarged
exponentially.
Probably realising this demand from the new generation of researchers from the universities, the
2021-22 budget offered 10,000 crore ($1.37 billion) every year starting from 2021, over the next
five years, for a new funding agency called the National Research Foundation (NRF). This
agency is expected to boost university science research, as well as the work in social sciences.
The journal Nature in its editorial dated February 9, 2021, in a somewhat euphoric tone, called it
“a ground-breaking change”, giving the fullest credit to the then Principal Scientific Adviser K.
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Vijay Raghavan for seeding this idea to the point of fruition.
This newly proposed idea is also in tune with what is being stated in the National Education
Policy 2020: "The NRF will provide a reliable base of merit-based but equitable peer-reviewed
research funding, helping to develop a culture of research in the country through suitable
incentives for and recognition of outstanding research, and by undertaking major initiatives to
seed and grow research at state universities and other public institutions where research
capability is currently limited”.
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Despite the announcement of the NRF and a huge fund infusion in the science budget, the 2021
budget speech had also expressed the intention of investing about 4,000 crore over five years
for deep-ocean research and biodiversity conservation; and promised to four centres for
virological research and a commitment to developing hydrogen energy. Planned to be an
autonomous body and therefore less bureaucratic, the NRF was expected to bring thousands of
colleges and universities under its ambit. As most of the country’s scientific research is being
conducted by government laboratories and a few premier institutes, this new forum was thought
to be a game-changer by its intent of democratisation of the knowledge base. But it is anybody’s
guess why the current-year budget was eloquently silent on this initiative of the last financial
year, which is yet to be approved by the Cabinet. Such a lack of continuity in government policy
towards science funding is a huge deterrent to achieving the fullest potential in scientific
research in India.
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Gallup poll of sorts among the researchers would surely nail the biggest hindrance in Indian
science — the financial bureaucracy, again a legacy of British colonial governance. To unleash
the fullest potential of Indian science, a vibrant and responsive financial system is required.
Such a system should be autonomous and more participatory, and less bureaucratic — a
problem also compounded by the fact that the finance person is made more accountable to the
ministry rather than the secretary of the department. It is widely felt that it is often less difficult to
have a project approved than to have funds periodically released. A corollary question is how to
regain the autonomy of scientific institutions in financial management that has undergone
considerable erosion. India must choose to break the bureaucratic barriers that exist in the
government departments and develop innovative ways to help basic research flourish.
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India cannot aspire to be a global leader in scientific research if enough funds are not injected
into basic research by committing to raise the R&D spending to at least 1% of the GDP. It is also
important for the private sector to chip in. But for that to happen, the government should
incentivise the private players by giving them tax breaks, etc. The promise to set up NRF,
independent of political interference, and the related financial commitment needs to be realised,
that would go a long way to support extramural research in the universities. Another option is to
upgrade the SERB (Science Engineering Research Board) to play the role assigned to the NRF.
There are a lot of cues to be obtained from China on how it managed to become a world leader
in scientific research. For all this to achieve, a foremost requirement is a dynamic R&D
ecosystem, which India lacks today.
(C.P. Rajendran is Adjunct Professor at the National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru
and author of the book “Earthquakes of the Indian Subcontinent”)
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SPORTS SCIENCE SESSIONS ON THE SIDELINES OF
KHELO INDIA UNIVERSITY GAMES 2021 HELP CREATE
AWARENESS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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While the organisers of Khelo India University Games 2021 have laid great emphasis on
nutrition, they have also held sports science sessions on the sidelines of the prestigious event in
order to create awareness among the athletes and coaches.
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On Saturday, former badminton ace Aditi Mutatkar was flown down to Bengaluru from Pune to
hold a session on mensturation. "Often, women athletes hesitate to open up about their periods
and there is still a stigma around it. Our endeavour is to help educate athletes and coaches on
mensturation and the effect it has on performance. It’s also very important to help them
understand the long and short term effects of not taking care of their bodies particularly during
their period cycles. This will greatly help in avoiding injuries," explained Mutatkar, a
Commonwealth Games Silver medalist who is now involved with Simply Sport Foundation, a
NGO who are championing the development of sports in the grassroot level across India.
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One of the first issues to combat, according to Aditi is create awareness among coaches and get
them to make their athletes talk about the issues they face during their period cycle so the
training load can be planned accordingly. "Even during my training days, I could never speak
about this with my coaches. Neither did I want to express that I can't train because that imply
that I am weak," she resonated what athletes usually go through.
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Among the key aspects her session covered was the importance of period tracking so that the
athletes' load and nutrition intake can be planned accordingly. For example, reduce heavy
weight training particular those exercises that has an impact on the back or knees. "Tracking
periods would also help understand the athletes' mood as well. But the first and foremost thing is
to have a two-way communication about this," stated Aditi.
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Birbal Wadhera, tennis coach, from Panjab University who attended the session commended
the initiative in organising this session on the sidelines of the prestigious Khelo India University
Games. He said, "This is a very important subject yet we never talk about it because as coaches
we are not sure how the athlete will respond. To have Aditi, who herself has been an athlete at
the highest level, talk about what the athletes go through during their periods was extremely
informative and definitely we must have such sessions as I surely feel it will only help in
improving the performance."
In another session that drew many participants was the strength and conditioning talk held by
trainer Solakumar Rajendran. He touched upon the importance of strength and conditioning for
athletes, how it contributes to building muscle fiber. He explained how power athletes have
higher ratio of fast-twitch fibers compared to endurance athletes. The session also covered
aspects avoiding overload and importance of flexibility.
*******
NB/OA
While the organisers of Khelo India University Games 2021 have laid great emphasis on
nutrition, they have also held sports science sessions on the sidelines of the prestigious event in
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order to create awareness among the athletes and coaches.
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On Saturday, former badminton ace Aditi Mutatkar was flown down to Bengaluru from Pune to
hold a session on mensturation. "Often, women athletes hesitate to open up about their periods
and there is still a stigma around it. Our endeavour is to help educate athletes and coaches on
mensturation and the effect it has on performance. It’s also very important to help them
understand the long and short term effects of not taking care of their bodies particularly during
their period cycles. This will greatly help in avoiding injuries," explained Mutatkar, a
Commonwealth Games Silver medalist who is now involved with Simply Sport Foundation, a
NGO who are championing the development of sports in the grassroot level across India.
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One of the first issues to combat, according to Aditi is create awareness among coaches and get
them to make their athletes talk about the issues they face during their period cycle so the
training load can be planned accordingly. "Even during my training days, I could never speak
about this with my coaches. Neither did I want to express that I can't train because that imply
that I am weak," she resonated what athletes usually go through.
Among the key aspects her session covered was the importance of period tracking so that the
athletes' load and nutrition intake can be planned accordingly. For example, reduce heavy
weight training particular those exercises that has an impact on the back or knees. "Tracking
periods would also help understand the athletes' mood as well. But the first and foremost thing is
to have a two-way communication about this," stated Aditi.
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Birbal Wadhera, tennis coach, from Panjab University who attended the session commended
the initiative in organising this session on the sidelines of the prestigious Khelo India University
Games. He said, "This is a very important subject yet we never talk about it because as coaches
we are not sure how the athlete will respond. To have Aditi, who herself has been an athlete at
the highest level, talk about what the athletes go through during their periods was extremely
informative and definitely we must have such sessions as I surely feel it will only help in
improving the performance."
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In another session that drew many participants was the strength and conditioning talk held by
trainer Solakumar Rajendran. He touched upon the importance of strength and conditioning for
athletes, how it contributes to building muscle fiber. He explained how power athletes have
higher ratio of fast-twitch fibers compared to endurance athletes. The session also covered
aspects avoiding overload and importance of flexibility.
*******
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MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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India accounted for over 31% of all ‘excess deaths’ globally in the two covid-19 years of 2020
and 2021, estimates released by the World Health Organization on Thursday show. The
numbers mark a sobering reality check of the upheaval caused by the pandemic to Indian
households in the last two years, and is a reminder of the gross undercount in official data.
Around 14.9 million excess deaths were recorded globally in the two years, of which a
staggering 4.74 million were from India—the highest in the world, the WHO data shows. India
classifies only around 481,000 deaths between January 2020 and December 2021 as “covid
deaths".
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1. Highest toll

“Excess deaths" refers to the difference between deaths registered in a given period and the
deaths registered in a similar period in a normal year. The difference can give a sense of the toll
of a pandemic like covid-19—both direct due to the disease, and indirect, such as due to noncovid patients missing out on timely care as resources were diverted to tackling covid.
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With 1.1 million excess deaths, Russia is a distant second to India. While India had the highest
toll, when adjusted for population, it was not vastly different (1,710 excess deaths per million
population) from the numbers registered in high-income countries such as Poland and the US,
despite their better healthcare systems. Peru had the worst death rate (4,370 excess deaths per
million population).

ac
k

Even before its release, the data from the UN health body had generated intense criticism from
the Indian government, which reportedly tried to delay its publication. New Delhi has questioned
the WHO’s methodology, and on Thursday, “strongly objected" to the release, saying that WHO
“chose to ignore" the available data submitted by India and did not address the country’s
concerns.
2. Gross undercount
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India’s excess deaths in the two years, as estimated by WHO, were at least 6.9 times the toll
officially attributed to covid-19. Among countries with over 20,000 covid deaths, this was the
worst scale of likely under-reporting after Egypt. Pakistan and Bangladesh fared better, with
excess deaths that were 1.5 and 1.8 times their official covid death numbers.
Governments naturally miss deaths during a pandemic like covid-19: not everyone is able to get
a test and defining a covid death is complicated. However, countries with far better healthcare
systems were able to minimize the scale of under-reporting.

“The data not only point to the impact of the pandemic but also to the need for all countries to
invest in more resilient health systems that can sustain essential health services during crises,"
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General said.
Tellingly, 20 countries (including India), which represent approximately half of the global
population, account for over 80% of the estimated global excess mortality, WHO data shows.
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3. Age and gender
The WHO estimates confirm the findings by researchers throughout the pandemic that the
elderly are the most vulnerable group due to covid-19. Almost one in four excess deaths in India
were in the 80-plus age group in 2020 and 2021. This accounted for 8.7% of the entire
population in this age group. In each age group, men were more vulnerable to death, and the
risk came down drastically by age. The likelihood of dying was higher across age groups in
2021, the year of the second wave in India, than in 2020. Globally, men accounted for 57% (8.5
million) of the excess deaths.
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All excess deaths should not be linked to covid-19, and should only be used as an indicative
measure of the direct and indirect toll of the pandemic. The WHO’s baseline of deaths expected
in a normal year was based on the mortality data from 2015-2019.
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4. Growing consensus
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The WHO’s estimates have placed the Indian government on the defensive over its
methodology, but it is somewhat consistent with other research by scientists and media
organizations over the past year. At least six such studies compiled byMintshow that the median
estimate for excess deaths in India during the pandemic hovers around 4 million.The
Economistputs its upper limit at 9.4 million—the highest among these models—with a midpoint
estimate of 5.7 million.
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All studies conclude that the second wave in the summer of 2021 was particularly fatal, and
officially recorded deaths are several times lower. Like the WHO, these studies used data from
various sources, such as the government’s civil registration system (CRS) that records births
and deaths to government hospital data and nationally-representative surveys such as the
Consumer Pyramids Household Survey. Some studies also flagged inadequacies in India’s birth
and death registries with complete data available for just 12 states.
5. State-wise toll
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Even though India has not officially released data on excess deaths at a national level, the signs
of the underreporting have been there all along, thanks to individual states’ data analysed by
journalists and researchers. The ‘excess deaths’ based on state data were several times higher
than the official tolls attributed to covid by authorities.
Data compiled by news outlets and researchers for 12 states during April-May 2021—at the
peak of the second wave—show excess deaths were anywhere between 11 to 40 times the
official covid toll in some cases. Madhya Pradesh, for instance, recorded 42 times ‘excess
deaths’ as the official covid-19 deathsbetween April and May 2021. Even states with more
robust health systems, such as Tamil Nadu and Kerala, saw undercounts during this period,
indicating the strain on overwhelmed health systems at a time when the country saw grave
shortages of medical oxygen, ambulance and hospital beds.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
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STANDING ON CEREMONY: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
CHARAK SHAPATH AND MEDICAL EDUCATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Observance of rituals largely serves a symbolic function; they are infused with meaning that
gives a semblance of human-made order to the vagaries of nature. But pushing the meaning
beyond the symbolism is fraught with danger. Standing on ceremony, particularly, does not quite
fit in with the roles and the responsibilities of a medical professional, and the Charak Shapath
row in Tamil Nadu, in which a top official of a government medical college was put on a waitlist,
has clearly dragged one ceremony beyond its original intent and purpose. While things came to
a head with the suspension of the dean of Madurai Government Medical College, the
controversy has been brewing since February, when the minutes of the National Medical
Commission’s (NMC) discussions with medical colleges were leaked. One of the points read:
“No Hippocratic Oath. During white coat ceremony, the oath will be Maharishi Charak Shapath.”
The Charak oath appears as part of Charaka Samhita, an ancient text on Ayurveda, and seeks
to, much like the Hippocratic Oath, lay down the ground rules for the practice of medicine for a
student. While it emphasises compassion, and the scientific and ethical practice of medicine, it
also highlights certain values embedded in the cultural and social ethos of the time of Charaka,
and seen today as retrograde. References to caste, old-style subjugation of student to a guru,
and gender bias have been flagged since. Though it was later clarified that the oath was not
compulsory, there were valid concerns about projecting it as a substitute for the Hippocratic
Oath.
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In the English version that was read out at Madurai Medical College, there were two references
that are repugnant — ‘Submitting myself to my Guru (teachers) with complete dedicated feeling,’
and ‘I, (especially a male doctor) shall treat a woman only in the presence of her husband or a
near relative’. The rest of the oath stresses, in simple language, the very principles of the
Hippocratic Oath, including serving the sick, a pleasant bedside manner, and not being corrupt.
Subsequent investigations have revealed that the dean was not even part of the decision to
substitute the Charak Shapath for the Hippocratic Oath (the Students’ Council claimed
responsibility), and he has since been reinstated. But launching severe action for what might
have been just procedurally deviant, rather than a crime or violation of ethics, seems a knee-jerk
reaction, or worse, the pursuit of a political agenda. The focus should rather be on ensuring
quality medical education, inculcating in students a scientific temper, and a sense of service to
patients. While Tamil Nadu has often rightly argued for States’ autonomy in a federal structure,
this act adds little heft to that critical issue. For the NMC, even more so, the stress should not be
on the bells and whistles, but rather on the quality of education.
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THE SCHOOL DRESS IS IN THE CROSS HAIRS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

‘A uniform is different from a dress code’ | Photo Credit: S.R. RAGHUNATHAN
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Nowhere in the long history of education can you find evidence to say that a school uniform is a
factor in learning. Yet, a lot of people today cannot imagine a school without a uniform. When
they think about a school, including their own, they think about the uniform that makes its
children distinct from the children of other schools. Especially on festive occasions when grand
events bring all the schools of a city together, people find something deeply edifying in the
spectacle of children marching or displaying their smartness wearing a distinct uniform. The
public fascination with such spectacles, and the history of the school uniform, point to the single
most important role that a school uniform plays: it helps in the regimentation of the young.
Uniformly dressed children constitute one of the two archetypal metaphors of schooling. One is
that of a garden where different flowers bloom; the other is of an army of little soldiers marching
together.
If you divide the world into countries that have a compulsory uniform in their schools and
countries that do not, the history starts to reveal itself. Systems of education that evolved under
colonial rulers of different types generally favour strict enforcement of the school uniform. That
includes us.
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If you strain popular memories and scan old photographs, you will find that the idea of a school
uniform has spread with urbanisation, prosperity and privatisation. Rural and small town schools
seldom insisted on a daily uniform in the early years of Independence. It was required on certain
days of the week and on special days. Gradually, when different types of private schools started,
they demanded every day wearing of the prescribed uniform. Supply of uniforms for children of
different schools offered business opportunities for local cloth merchants, tailors and shoe
stores. Instead of offering competitive pricing, the uniform business encouraged local
monopolies. In many cases, the schools assented to participate and asked parents to patronise
a particular source.
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This short, and obviously generalised social history has little apparent relevance to the situation
in Karnataka. Nicely hemmed in between the order of the Directorate and the court, a complete
uniform code has evolved within a few weeks. Its regime now encompasses the classroom as
well as the examination hall. And although Kendriya Vidyalayas (central schools) are not
governed by any provincial government, the ones located in Karnataka have fallen in line. Their
stance is not difficult to appreciate under the circumstances.
Thus, one of India’s most literate and prosperous States, globally famous for its advancements
in the so-called knowledge economy, has emerged as the crucible of educational orthodoxy and
control. The school uniform has mutated into a new political tool, and as a means of curtailing
the already limited autonomy of principals and teachers. To what extent the politics of the school
dress will influence electoral outcomes will become a subject fit for research in the social
sciences. Systematic study of the school dress, its history and fascination, was long overdue.
It is interesting that the uniform controversy erupted in the secondary education system of a
State that bypassed major policy reforms of the 1960s. Pre-university or junior colleges are left
in only a small number of States now. Elsewhere in the country, the 10+2 model recommended
by the Kothari Commission nearly 60 years ago prevails. It led to a significant reorganisation of
the administrative system in education. Its full potential would have been realised had school
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principals and teachers been given a greater say and freedom in establishing the norms that
govern institutional life.
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Another gain would have been a participatory role for the community in matters of day-to-day life
at school. Had the vision of the Kothari report — sculpted by its Member-Secretary, J.P. Naik —
been realised in its entirety, bureaucratic authority would have declined, creating greater room
for school autonomy. A different kind of politics might have emerged, with the school as its
intellectual resource. Karnataka might have been a highly fertile social ground for such
alternative democratic polity because of its own history and propulsion towards decentralised
governance.

S.
co

History took a different direction. The picture of a teacher or principal of a junior college in
Karnataka stopping a student from entering the examination hall on account of a dress item will
serve as a symbol of unkindness for many years to come. Hopefully, her predicament will also
become a subject of discussion in teacher education colleges. The question it will raise is: ‘Did
she voluntarily agree to be so unkind to a student in order to be compliant to orders?’ An
administrative query might also be worth pursuing: ‘Did the Directorate’s order on the specified
uniform extend to the examination hall?’ Notionally it did, but then it stretched the normal role of
a school uniform — to provide a collective institutional identity. If that identity covers the
examination hall, why do students need a hall ticket, establishing their individual identity? Let us
hope the legal argument on this issue will go into these uncharted layers of the lives of learners
and examinees.
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Even at this juncture, it is worth recalling a key distinction. A uniform is different from a dress
code. A uniform is more prescriptive than a dress code. The latter may expect children and their
parents to avoid using clothes flaunting status or wealth. A uniform, on the other hand, may well
go as far as prescribing not just the colour but also the material and the design or cut. In older
times, it was considered sufficient to recommend a dress code; nowadays even a fully defined
uniform does not seem to suffice. The social ethos promotes conspicuous consumption (a
phrase used by the economist, Veblen), and banquet halls serve this aim as efficiently as
schools. Uniforms do help to maintain a veneer of equality in a society where inequality is
pervasive.
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Education, however, is supposed to promote equal opportunities for all strata and sections of
society in more substantial ways. One important contribution that education can make in this
direction is to widen the scope of public debates, enabling the participation of all concerned,
especially teachers. They are in far closer touch with students from different backgrounds and,
therefore, will be more sensitive to what makes classroom life more comfortable for all.
No modern philosopher has explained the problems that underlie this state of collective
existence better than Sri Aurobindo. In The Ideal of Human Unity, he draws upon diversity in
nature to explain why uniformity tempts us, but does not contribute to a sense of relatedness or
unity. He extends his analysis to all aspects of social, cultural and political life, including
international relations. In our present context, the issue underlying the turmoil in Karnataka has
to do with the role of education and the manner in which it functions as a system. As the term
‘uniform’ suggests, a common dress conveys that all differences have been overcome.
Had that been the case in Karnataka, the Directorate would not have to exert its pressure to
seek compliance. The expectations this resilient institution forged under colonial rule harbours in
its bureaucratic heart are best illustrated by a story J.P. Naik told me. The Kothari Commission
had suggested ways to make classroom teaching less stereotyped, and more lively and childcentred. Soon after the Commission’s report received official approval, the Directorate in
Maharashtra fired off a D.O. (i.e. demi-official) order to all schools that, as per the desire of the
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competent authority, henceforth, all teaching must be child-centred!
Professor Krishna Kumar is a former Director of the National Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) and the author of ‘Smaller Citizens’
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A LEAKED DRAFT, TERMINATION RIGHTS AND THE
POLITICS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

From the portals of the judiciary | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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It was something that literally no one expected, and from the portals of the Supreme Court of the
United States — a leaked draft of the court’s decision on abortion law indicating that a majority
of the Justices might have just about agreed to overturn the 1973 landmark Roe vs Wade that
legalised abortion in America. When Politico got its hands on the 98-page draft, and other media
organisations jumped on the bandwagon, all hell broke loose, and expectedly so. In an already
divisive country, nothing rankles the partisans more than the sensitive subject of abortion.
Some have likened the leaked document as being the equivalent of the Pentagon Papers that
surfaced during the Nixon era. In a country where leaks are not out of the ordinary, these have
been mostly confined to the White House and the vast bureaucracies, but not from the sacred
hallways of the Supreme Court. In fact, one argument has been that even in the heightened
political environment of 2000, when the election of a President (George W. Bush/Al Gore) was
being decided , there was not even a whisper about which way the Justices were leaning.
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But not so this time around. Within a short period of time, the accusations have begun, with the
needle of suspicion pointing to the Liberal Justices in the apex court, their clerks and allies, with
the intention of alerting the nation about what was in store. According to the story, the first draft
had the consent of five Conservative Justices with the Chief Justice, John Roberts, yet to weigh
in. “The left continues its assault on the Supreme Court with an unprecedented breach of
confidentiality, clearly meant to intimidate. The Justices mustn’t give in to this attempt to corrupt
the process. Stay strong”, tweeted Republican Senator from Missouri, Josh Hawley.
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Top Democrats were quick on the draw as well. In a statement, Senate Majority leader Charles
Schumer and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, said, “If the report is
accurate, the Supreme Court is poised to inflict that greatest restriction of rights in the past 50
years — not just on women but on all Americans. The Republican-appointed justices’ reported
votes to overturn Roe v Wade would go down as an abomination, one of the worst and most
damaging decisions in modern history.”
Out of the nine Justices, six have been appointed by Republican Presidents. Politico has stated
that the so-called first draft was supposedly prepared by Justice Samuel Alito with the sole
intention of overturning the Court’s ruling on Roe vs Wade and a 1992 decision in Planned
Parenthood vs Casey. In the “Opinion of the Court”, Justice Alito is said to have written that “
Roe was egregiously wrong from the start” and that it must be overruled. “It is time to heed the
Constitution and return the issue of abortion to the people’s representatives”, he is said to have
added.
Chief Justice Roberts would want a full-scale investigation into the leak which would most
certainly involve the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI); and there is an element of
uncertainty as to whether the top court will stay on schedule for a decision in June/July. The
argument that the first draft need not necessarily be the final word on the subject has had few
takers, with both supporters and opponents in a no-holds barred slanging match, with at least
one conservative commentator describing the leak as amounting to an “insurrection” against the
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top court.
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There is, undoubtedly, a political angle to this, especially in the run-up to the mid-term elections
of November 8 which is about six months away. More immediately, the leak will be seen as
having an impact on the primaries that are scheduled in the next few weeks. In a national poll by
Marquette Law School in January 2022, 72% were opposed to overturning Roe vs Wade as
opposed to only 28% who were in favour. And Democratic lawmakers have once again come
together to call for codifying Roe vs Wade into law — a task that is easier said than done given
that the Democrats do not have 60 votes in the Senate and dissension within their ranks on
getting rid of filibuster as a procedural tool.
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“… the repercussions will be significant,” argued Aditi Vaidya of the Center for Health Systems
and Policy in the School of Medicine of Tufts University this February. “The removal of the
constitutional right to abortion will be felt most among low income people, people of color and
rural communities across the country. As history so clearly tells us, banning abortion does not
stop them from occurring, it pushes them underground, limiting access to safe abortions,” she
added, pointing to dangerous methods, unqualified persons in procedures and online
pharmacies peddling abortion pills.
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Even as the heated debate has just started and is one that will intensify in the weeks ahead,
statistics speak of about 6,30,000 reported abortions in the United States in 2019, down 18%
from 2010; 57% of the women were in their twenties; African-American women had the highest
rate of abortions, of 27 per 1,000 women aged between 15 years and 44 years. These are telling
statistics that the Republicans and the Democrats need to keep in mind as they wrestle for
political points.
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Sridhar Krishnaswami was a senior journalist in Washington covering North America and the
United Nations
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UNION MINISTER DR JITENDRA SINGH SAYS, PATH
BREAKING PENSION REFORMS LIKE PROVISION OF
FAMILY PENSION FOR DIVORCED DAUGHTERS AND
DIVYANGS, INTRODUCTION OF FACE RECOGNITION
TECHNOLOGY FOR ELDERLY PENSIONERS, FAMILY
PENSION TO DIFFERENTLY ABLED CHILD OF A
DECEASED GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE/PENSIONER,
ELECTRONIC PENSION PAY ORDER ARE MAJOR
SOCIAL REFORMS INTRODUCED BY MODI
GOVERNMENT IN RECENT PAST
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh today said, Department of Pension & Pensioners’
Welfare has introduced a number of path breaking reforms including relaxation in the provision
of Family Pension for divorced daughters and Divyangs, introduction of Face Recognition
Technology through mobile app for ease in submitting Life Certificate by elderly pensioners,
Electronic Pension Pay Order, assistance from Postal Department to facilitate pension process
etc.
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Addressing the 7th All India Pension Adalat in New Delhi, Dr Jitendra Singh said that steps like
extension of Family Pension to differently abled child of a deceased Government
employee/Pensioner or giving a major hike in the Family Pension emoluments for Divyang
children of a deceased government servant/pensioner are not only pension reforms but these
are social reforms having wide implications.
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Dr Jitendra Singh emphasised that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
Government follows the Mantra of Good Governance for bringing “Ease of Living” to the
common man. He said, under guidance of Mr Modi, out of box ideas and solutions are being
devised for the well-being of pensioners. He said, the purpose of Pension Adalat is to resolve
the grievances of beneficiaries in a prompt manner as well as to learn the procedural
bottlenecks in disbursal of benefits.
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Dr Jitendra Singh directed the senior officials of the Department to come out with a
comprehensive “Manual for Pensioners” based on the feedback received from all the Central
Ministries/Departments and Subordinate Offices for bringing further ease to pensioners. In the
Pension Adalat, the Minister today randomly interacted and obtained feedback from the
Pensioners, Staff and Officers dealing with the cases in Delhi and about 225 locations across
the country. Over 1000 cases are listed today for the resolution and the Department is giving
special preference to cases pertaining to family pensioners and super senior pensioners aged
80 years and above.
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Dr Jitendra Singh said, the Pension Adalat initiative was started in 2017 by the Department
which is leveraging technology for speedy resolution of Pensioners’ grievances. The model
adopted is that all stakeholders to a particular grievance are invited on a common platform and
the case is resolved as per extant policy. He informed that since 2017, some 22,494 pensioners’
grievances have been taken up and 16,061 matters resolved on the spot.

Dr Jitendra Singh in his concluding remarks said that the primary objective of the exercise is to
provide “Ease of Living” to the Pensioners and to prevent litigation which involves financial
stress to the pensioner as well to the Government and at the same time is a very lengthy
process. It also creates an All-India impact and convey a message to all the
Ministries/Departments/Organizations the importance this Government attaches to Pensioners’
individual grievances, the Minister added.
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Dr Jitendra Singh recalled that the earlier Pension Rules were notified 50 years ago in 1972.
Since then, a large number of amendments to the CCS (Pension) Rules, 1972 have taken place.
He said, in the light of such changes and several office memoranda clarifying different provisions
of these Rules, the Department has brought out a revised and updated version of the Rules i.e.
Civil Services (CCS) (Pension) Rules, 2021.
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V.Srinivas, Secretary Pension stated that the Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare has
ensured end-to-end digitization of the Pension payment process by making BHAVISHYA
software mandatory for all the Ministries to process their pension cases. He stated that this
software has laid out dead-lines for every stake holder to complete the Pension processing so
that pension is started on time. All Ministries have been instructed that their Nodal Officers
should conduct weekly review meetings of pending grievances ensure accountability of
Government officials dealing with Pensioners’ grievances.
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Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh today said, Department of Pension & Pensioners’
Welfare has introduced a number of path breaking reforms including relaxation in the provision
of Family Pension for divorced daughters and Divyangs, introduction of Face Recognition
Technology through mobile app for ease in submitting Life Certificate by elderly pensioners,
Electronic Pension Pay Order, assistance from Postal Department to facilitate pension process
etc.
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Addressing the 7th All India Pension Adalat in New Delhi, Dr Jitendra Singh said that steps like
extension of Family Pension to differently abled child of a deceased Government
employee/Pensioner or giving a major hike in the Family Pension emoluments for Divyang
children of a deceased government servant/pensioner are not only pension reforms but these
are social reforms having wide implications.
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Dr Jitendra Singh emphasised that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
Government follows the Mantra of Good Governance for bringing “Ease of Living” to the
common man. He said, under guidance of Mr Modi, out of box ideas and solutions are being
devised for the well-being of pensioners. He said, the purpose of Pension Adalat is to resolve
the grievances of beneficiaries in a prompt manner as well as to learn the procedural
bottlenecks in disbursal of benefits.

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

Dr Jitendra Singh directed the senior officials of the Department to come out with a
comprehensive “Manual for Pensioners” based on the feedback received from all the Central
Ministries/Departments and Subordinate Offices for bringing further ease to pensioners. In the
Pension Adalat, the Minister today randomly interacted and obtained feedback from the
Pensioners, Staff and Officers dealing with the cases in Delhi and about 225 locations across
the country. Over 1000 cases are listed today for the resolution and the Department is giving
special preference to cases pertaining to family pensioners and super senior pensioners aged
80 years and above.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, the Pension Adalat initiative was started in 2017 by the Department
which is leveraging technology for speedy resolution of Pensioners’ grievances. The model
adopted is that all stakeholders to a particular grievance are invited on a common platform and
the case is resolved as per extant policy. He informed that since 2017, some 22,494 pensioners’
grievances have been taken up and 16,061 matters resolved on the spot.
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Dr Jitendra Singh in his concluding remarks said that the primary objective of the exercise is to
provide “Ease of Living” to the Pensioners and to prevent litigation which involves financial
stress to the pensioner as well to the Government and at the same time is a very lengthy
process. It also creates an All-India impact and convey a message to all the
Ministries/Departments/Organizations the importance this Government attaches to Pensioners’
individual grievances, the Minister added.
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Dr Jitendra Singh recalled that the earlier Pension Rules were notified 50 years ago in 1972.
Since then, a large number of amendments to the CCS (Pension) Rules, 1972 have taken place.
He said, in the light of such changes and several office memoranda clarifying different provisions
of these Rules, the Department has brought out a revised and updated version of the Rules i.e.
Civil Services (CCS) (Pension) Rules, 2021.
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V.Srinivas, Secretary Pension stated that the Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare has
ensured end-to-end digitization of the Pension payment process by making BHAVISHYA
software mandatory for all the Ministries to process their pension cases. He stated that this
software has laid out dead-lines for every stake holder to complete the Pension processing so
that pension is started on time. All Ministries have been instructed that their Nodal Officers
should conduct weekly review meetings of pending grievances ensure accountability of
Government officials dealing with Pensioners’ grievances.
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‘FERTILITY RATE FALLS FURTHER, OBESITY RISES’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The Total Fertility Rate (TFR), an average number of children per woman, has further declined
from 2.2 to 2.0 at the national level between National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 4 and 5.
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There are only five States — Bihar (2.98), Meghalaya (2.91), Uttar Pradesh (2.35), Jharkhand
(2.26) Manipur (2.17) — in India which are above replacement level of fertility of 2.1 as per the
national report of the NFHS-5, released by the Union Health Ministry.
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The main objective of successive rounds of the NFHS has been to provide reliable and
comparable data relating to health and family welfare and other emerging areas in India. The
NFHS-5 national report lists progress from NFHS-4 (2015-16) to NFHS-5 (2019-21).
The other key highlights of the survey include institutional births increased from 79% to 89%
across India and in rural areas around 87% births being delivered in institutions and the same is
94% in urban areas.
As per results of the NFHS-5, more than three-fourths (77%) children aged between 12 and 23
months were fully immunised, compared with 62% in NFHS-4.

IA

The level of stunting among children under five years has marginally declined from 38% to 36%
in the country since the last four years. Stunting is higher among children in rural areas (37%)
than urban areas (30%) in 2019-21.
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Additionally, NFHS-5 shows an overall improvement in Sustainable Development Goals
indicators in all States/Union Territories (UTs). The extent to which married women usually
participate in three household decisions (about health care for herself; making major household
purchases; visit to her family or relatives) indicates that their participation in decision-making is
high, ranging from 80% in Ladakh to 99% in Nagaland and Mizoram. Rural (77%) and urban
(81%) differences are found to be marginal. The prevalence of women having a bank or savings
account has increased from 53% to 79% in the last four years.
Rise in obesity
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Compared with NFHS-4, the prevalence of overweight or obesity has increased in most
States/UTs in NFHS-5. At the national level, it increased from 21% to 24% among women and
19% to 23% among men. More than a third of women in Kerala, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Sikkim, Manipur, Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Punjab, Chandigarh
and Lakshadweep (34-46 %) are overweight or obese.
The NFHS-5 survey work has been conducted in and around 6.37 lakh sample households from
707 districts (as on March, 2017) of the country from 28 States and eight UTs, covering 7,24,115
women and 1,01,839 men to provide dis-aggregated estimates up to district level. The report
also provides data by socio-economic and other background characteristics; useful for policy
formulation and effective programme implementation.
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SC SEEKS GOVT. VIEW ON MAKING SPORTS A RIGHT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

The Supreme Court has asked the Centre and States to respond to a report recommending
sports to be expressly made a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution.
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The report submitted by the amicus curiae , senior advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan,
suggested that the “narrow” phrase ‘sport’ be replaced by ‘physical literacy’, which is a term
“firmly established as a right in the leading sporting nations of the world”.
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A Bench led by Justice L. Nageswara Rao has directed the Centre to respond to the report’s
view to establish a ‘National Physical Literacy Mission’ to “give effect to the right by establishing
and implementing a responsibilities matrix that includes curriculum design, compliance
monitoring, and review, grievance redress and self-correction mechanisms” which starts at the
school level to groom children for various sports.
“All school boards, including CBSE, ICSE, State Boards, IB, IGCSE, should be directed to
ensure that from the academic year , at least 90 minutes of every school day will be dedicated to
free play and games,” Mr. Sankaranarayanan’s report in the apex court recommended.
Time given
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The report suggested that State governments ought to ensure that from the current academic
year, “all non-residential colleges and schools should compulsorily allow access during nonworking hours to neighbourhood children to use sports facilities for free, subject to basic norms
of identification, security and care”. The report opined that 180 days’ time should be given to
educational institutions to publish a ‘Physical Literacy Policy’ and create a committee to address
cases where there is a failure in responsibilities to deliver the right to physical literacy of
students.
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Low-cost calories are at the heart of the next big health crisis. And we have no systems in place
to deal with the fallout.
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You might not notice it from the way that inflation, conflict and pandemic have driven up the cost
of food in recent years, but the specter of hunger that has haunted humanity for millennia is
moving closer to being vanquished.
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In middle-income countries, the number of people undernourished fell by roughly a quarter, or
162 million, between 2006 and 2020. That’s more than enough to offset the 43 million increase
in low-income nations, which are mostly in sub-Saharan Africa.
In China, home to most of history’s biggest famines, the prevalence of childhood stunting — a
typical indicator of malnutrition — is now at levels comparable to the U.S. The shift in India has
been just dramatic. In 2006, more than a third of women were underweight. By 2019, that figure
had been cut almost in half.
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There’s a worrying trend happening in the background of those figures, however. The share of
Indian women who were overweight also nearly doubled, to the extent that it now affects more
people than undernourishment:
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The picture is the same among men. In the middle-income countries where three-quarters of
humanity live, the scourge of undernourishment is being replaced by a fast-rising epidemic of
obesity, along with all the attendant problems of diabetes, heart disease and high blood
pressure.
The world has yet to reckon with this emerging problem. In tackling hunger, there’s a global
infrastructure that’s been in place in one form or another since World War I, when Herbert
Hoover set up a mass food drive for occupied Belgium. The main successor to that relief effort,
the World Food Programme, delivered 4.2 million metric tons of food in 2020. We have nothing
comparable in place to deal with the coming epidemic.
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Alleviating hunger in poor countries is paid for in part via rural subsidies in rich nations. The U.S.
Farm Bills and European Union’s Common Agricultural Policy deliver income to farmers
and generate food surpluses that are exported to the most needy places. Tackling the effects of
a rising overweight and obese population in the developing world, however, will fall squarely on
the shoulders of the countries where it occurs.
The success of the world in preventing hunger is often seen as a repudiation of the 19th century
economist Thomas Malthus, who argued that mass starvation would inevitably result from
populations growing faster than agricultural output. In fact, the rising tide of obesity is evidence
that the hard limits to food production Malthus envisaged are more binding than many of us
suspect.
To the extent that developing countries have managed to capture extra nutrition to feed their
populations over the past few decades, an outsize share has come from the lowest-cost calories
— fats, sugars and cereal products. The energy in dark green leafy vegetables costs about 29
times more than in fats and oils, while the calories in vitamin A-rich vegetables such as pumpkin
or mangoes cost about 10 times their equivalent in sugar:
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Many of the countries where saturated fats make up the largest share of energy intake are not
the wealthy ones, but poorer nations in southeast Asia, sub-Saharan Africa, and small islands.
What’s happening, in both poor and rich countries, is that people are seeking out the lowest-cost
calories to add to their diets. Those don’t tend to be the ones that make up a balanced diet
— but they’re the ones that a finite world is most capable of supplying.
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The effects are most visible in the rise of diabetes. Bangladesh, Egypt, Mexico and Pakistan
have already overtaken the U.S. in prevalence of the condition. Its causes still aren’t perfectly
understood, but the transition to a more sedentary, calorie-rich lifestyle, especially for people
whose mothers suffered gestational diabetes while pregnant, is a key risk factor, according to
Paul Zimmet, a professor of diabetes at Monash University in Melbourne.
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The world is undergoing a similar transition to what he witnessed in the early 1970s, when he
worked in the Pacific island of Nauru, at the time briefly one of the world’s richest countries due
to a boom in exports of phosphate fertilizer.
“There was sudden wealth that pitched them into a situation where there was buckets of food,
but not much in the way of sports facilities," he said. Zimmet was flown in on the President’s
private jet to carry out tests, and after a day it was clear that between 20% and 30% of the
population had diabetes. “The money they had was invested in food and cars. People
were going out of supermarkets with trolleys laden with rice and corned beef."

IA

As in the case of Nauru, the growth of diabetes around the world is a perverse sort of success
story. If you’re undernourished in adulthood, your odds of developing type 2 diabetes are far
lower. If we’re facing an epidemic of diabetes now, it’s because the world has been remarkably
successful in shifting from a situation of food scarcity to abundance.
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With food prices at their highest levels since at least 1990 and Indonesia embargoing exports of
palm oil to cool the cost of cooking fats, shortages of nutrition may seem the more pressing
problem. Still, obesity isn’t so much the enemy of hunger as its sibling — another symptom of a
world unable to provide its people with the nutrition they need to lead a healthy life. In the years
ahead, that threat will only grow.
This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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ONE MORE YEAR: ON THE POSTPONEMENT OF
HANGZHOU ASIAN GAMES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

S.
co

m

In recent times, sport seemed to be breathing easy despite COVID-19’s long shadow. Yet, a
surprising full stop has sprung up in a multi-disciplinary continental event with the postponement
of the Asian Games at Hangzhou in China. That Shanghai has witnessed an outbreak which led
to the enforcement of strict restrictions has obviously forced a rethink within the Chinese
landscape. Scheduled to be held in September, the Asian Games needs a fresh window and the
speculation is that like the Tokyo Olympics, which suffered a year’s postponement and was held
in 2021, the Asiad too may spill over into 2023. In the current year featuring the World
Championships, which was to be followed by the Commonwealth Games, the Asian Games was
expected to be the big climax. This benchmark has now vanished, and athletes and sports
bodies have to alter plans. Sportspersons train to gradually reach the ‘zone’ or the ‘peak’, when
they maximise their chances of winning a coveted medal. It is linked to a monitored blend of
training, nutrition and rest while the eye is locked on the event dates. However, a last-minute
change scuppers even the best-laid plans and demands a recalibration from the concerned
athlete, coaching staff and sports associations and nations.
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The latest development offers a mixed bag for India, which finds better success rates in the
Asiad and Commonwealth Games, unlike in the Olympics. But cutting across the varied
spectrum of Indian sport, the indefinite postponement is seen both as a blessing and a curse.
With the Asian Games serving as a qualification event for the Paris Olympics in 2024, Hockey
India was initially mulling over fielding a second-string team at the Commonwealth Games and
sending across its main squad for the Asiad. The apprehensions were centred around the
difficulty of peaking twice in a year within a few months. But with China postponing the marquee
event, a full-strength hockey outfit can now be sent to Birmingham for the Commonwealth
Games. The same relief applies to other athletes too as they now have to focus only on the
World Championships and Commonwealth Games. But for the 30-plus athletes eyeing a
swansong, it would be difficult to stretch every sinew in the next year too. Runner Jinson
Johnson, gold medallist in the 2018 Asiad, may have to train for an additional season. There are
other complications as in the boxing calendar, 2023 competitions are the yardstick for Olympic
qualification. An Asiad in that cycle would affect preparation. China had its reasons for the
postponement, and the sporting world will need to rework preparations and priorities.
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‘MINORITY’ TAG: CENTRE’S VOLTE-FACE IRKS SC
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“States can also declare a religious or linguistic community as a minority community within the
said State,” the Ministry had said earlier.
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In the “superseding” affidavit filed by the Ministry on May 9, it said the Centre alone was vested
with the power to notify a minority community. The affidavit said Section 2(f) and Section 2(c) of
the National Commission for Minorities Educational Institutions Act, 2004, and the National
Commission for Minorities Act, 1992, respectively, passed by Parliament, empowered the
Centre to notify a minority community.
The Centre, in the same second affidavit, however turned around to say it would still have to
engage in a “wide consultation with the State governments and other stakeholders” before
notifying any community as a minority. The “wide consultations” would avoid “any unintended
complications in future with regard to such a vital issue”, it reasoned with the court.
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“You seem to have taken a U-turn from your earlier stand... You people have not been able to
decide what you have to do... There is a lot of uncertainty. If you had wanted to consult, who
was stopping the government of India... Taking different stands does not help. Consultations
should have taken place before you filed your affidavits... We do not appreciate this,” Justice
Sanjay Kishan Kaul, leading a Bench including Justice M.M. Sundresh, lashed out at the
government.
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The court, however, for the time being acquiesced with Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta’s
request to give the Centre three months to hold the consultations. It posted the case on August
30 and directed it to file a status report three days before the court hearing.
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MEASURING THE CHANGE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
RELIABILITY OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEYS
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The fifth edition of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) provides a valuable insight into
changes underway in Indian society. It throws light on traditional parameters, for instance
immunisation among children, births in registered hospital facilities, and nutritional levels. While
there is a general improvement in these parameters, there were mixed signals in nutrition. Gains
in childhood nutrition were minimal as were improvements in obesity levels. The prevalence of
anaemia has actually worsened since the last survey in 2015-16. But the survey’s major
contribution is its insight into behavioural and sociological churn. When highlights were made
public last year, the focus was on India’s declining total fertility rate that had, for the first time in
the country’s history, dipped to below the replacement level, or a TFR (Total Fertility Rate) of
2.1. If the trend were to persist, India’s population was on the decline in line with what has been
observed in developed countries, and theoretically means improved living standards per capita
and greater gender equity. Because this TFR had been achieved across most States, two
notable exceptions being most populous Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, it was also evidence that
population decline could be achieved without coercive state policies and family planning has
struck deep roots. The more detailed findings, made public last week, suggest that this decline is
agnostic to religion.
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The fertility rate among Muslims dipped to 2.3 in 2019-2021 from 2.6 in 2015-16, the sharpest
among all religious communities when compared to the 4.4 in NFHS 1 in 1992-93. Another set
of subjective questions that the NFHS attempts to answer using hard data is gender equity. Less
than a third of married women are working and nearly 44% do not have the freedom to go to the
market alone. However, a little over 80% have said that they can refuse demands for sex from
their husband. This has implications for legal questions surrounding marital rape. Only 72% of
Indian men think it is not right to coerce, threaten or use force on a woman if denied sex, which
again points to the vast territory that needs to be covered in educating men about equality,
choice and freedom in marriage. This question made it for the first time in the family health
survey as did another question, about the number of registered births and deaths, in the family
survey. Multiple surveys such as the NFHS, Sample Registration Surveys, the Census, labour,
economic surveys and ways of interrogation are necessary for insights about a country as vast
and complex as India; the Centre should invest more substantially in improving their reliability.
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The story so far: The United Kingdom health authorities recently confirmed a case of the
monkeypox virus in an individual who recently travel to the U.K. from Nigeria. The U.K. Health
Security Agency (UKHSA), while saying that the rare viral infection does not spread easily
among people, is taking precautionary measures with the country’s National Health Service
(NHS) to trace those who came in close contact with the case prior to the confirmation of their
infection.
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Monkeypox cases were last recorded in the U.K. in 2018, when three people, including a health
worker, had contracted the infection.
Monkeypox is a rare zoonotic (disease that spread from animals to humans) viral disease
belonging to the Orthopoxvirus genus in the Poxviridae family, the same virus family as
smallpox.
Monkeypox was first discovered in animals in 1958 when two outbreaks occurred in captive
monkey colonies kept for research purposes. Hence, the name ‘monkeypox’.
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The first case of the virus in humans was recorded in 1970 in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) in a nine-year-old boy. The case was recorded in a region from where smallpox
had been wiped out in 1968.
It has since largely been reported in Western and Central Africa from rural and rainforest
regions. In DRC, monkeypox is considered an endemic.
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To date, two main strains or clades of the virus have been detected- one from the Congo Basin
(Central Africa) and one from West Africa.
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Primary transmission of the virus occurs from animals to humans. It can happen through direct
contact with the blood, fluids, or skin or mucus lesions (damaged or broken areas) of infected
animals. Consuming undercooked meat and other animal products of infected animals also
involves a possible risk. Evidence of monkeypox has been found in several animal species in
Africa including rope squirrels, tree squirrels, Gambian poached rats, dormice and different
species of monkeys. According to the World Health Organisation, the “natural reservoir of
monkeypox has not yet been identified, though rodents are the most likely”.
The WHO says that secondary or human-to-human spread is fairly limited. The UKHSA has also
emphasised that monkeypox does not spread easily among people and that “the overall risk to
the general public is very low”.
In humans, it can spread through respiratory droplets, skin lesions, mucous membranes- eyes,
nose, or mouth, and through contaminated objects like bedsheets used by infected persons.
According to the UKHSA, monkeypox is usually a mild “self-limiting illness” and most people
recover within a few weeks. As per the WHO, the incubation period of the virus or the gap
between contracting the infection and symptoms showing up is “is usually from 6 to 13 days but
can range from 5 to 21 days”.
The United States Centres for Disease Control (CDC) say that monkeypox symptoms are similar
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in nature to smallpox but are milder. The major difference between the symptoms of the two
diseases is that monkeypox causes lymph nodes to swell up. Other symptoms include fever,
headache, muscle aches, backache, chills and fatigue. Rashes develop starting on the face and
spreading to other parts of the body. The goes through different stages of development before
eventually forming a scab, which later falls off.
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Most people recover within a few weeks but severe illness can occur in some cases. The fatality
in monkeypox ranges between zero and 11% in the general population, being higher in younger
people. In Africa, the virus has resulted in death among one in 10 persons who contracted the
disease.
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There is currently no specific treatment for monkeypox. However, several observational studies
showed that the Vaccinia vaccine, which was used against smallpox, had shown 85% efficacy in
monkeypox prevention.
While the original smallpox vaccine is not available any longer after the disease was largely
eradicated, a new version of Vaccinia was approved for monkeypox prevention in 2019.
Since 1970, monkeypox cases have been recorded in 11 African countries including the Central
African Republic, DRC, Gabon, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Nigeria, and South Sudan. Overall, cases
have been reported in 15 countries on four continents to date.
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In 2003, the first human cases of the virus were reported outside of Africa when an outbreak
occurred in the United States with 47 confirmed and probable cases in six states — Illinois,
Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. Those infected had come in contact with pet
prairie dogs. The dogs had contracted the infection as they had been housed in close proximity
with mammals imported from Ghana in an animal distributor’s facility in Illinois. The imported
animals included 800 small mammals belonging to nine species, six of which were rodents.
According to the CDC “no instances of monkeypox infection were attributed exclusively to
person-to-person contact”.
In 2017, Nigeria reported the biggest documented outbreak of monkeypox, 40 years after it
reported the last confirmed case of the virus. According to the BBC, there were a little over 170
suspected cases of the virus, about 75% of those infected being males between ages 21 and
40.
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Besides the current confirmed case, the United Kingdom has reported three cases of
monkeypox, all in 2018. Two cases were of individuals who had travelled to Nigeria and the third
one was a health worker who came in contact with one of the infected persons prior to their
diagnosis. Israel had also reported a case of monkeypox in 2019, while Singapore reported a
case in 2019. Both had been found in those who had travelled to Nigeria.
Last year, two monkeypox cases were reported in the United States in Texas and Baltimore,
with both individuals having returned from Nigeria.
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Nobel laureate and crusader for the rights of children Kailash Satyarthi is headed to the fifth
Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour organised by the International Labour
Organization (ILO) in Durban, South Africa, from May 15 to 20. His trajectory for the future
though is to build support for an international social protection mechanism for all children and
pregnant women in all low-income countries, and he is campaigning vigorously for this among
the world leaders.
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In an interaction with The Hindu over a video call, Mr. Satyarthi clarified his plans. “I’m working
in collaboration with a number of other lobbyists, not only [Nobel] Peace laureates, but also
experts from other disciplines; we are demanding the setting up of an international social
protection mechanism. We have seen in a number of countries, including in India, where social
protection schemes such as the mid-day meals, conditional cash transfer or the MGNREGA are
in operation, much has been done towards addressing problems, such as child labour or child
safety and trafficking, but also towards empowering women,” he explained.
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“During the pandemic situation, we calculated that $53 million annually could ensure social
protection for all children in all low income countries, as well as pregnant women too,” Mr.
Satyarthi continued. “That is not a big deal in the sense it could be mobilised. We have got good
responses from number of countries in the European Union,” he said. Recently, he also met with
some top officials in the White House, USAID, and lawmakers, Congressmen and Senators to
mobilise support for such a fund.
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The issue of growing child labour numbers has Mr. Satyarthi very worried. “We know that due to
the pandemic, 200 million additional people are being pushed into chronic poverty, as per the
World Bank report. Additionally, 60 million people will be pushed into acute poverty or chronic
poverty due to the Russian invasion on Ukraine. Their children would definitely be the worst
victims and many of them could be forced into child labour and trafficking and so on,” he said.
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The demand is simply also, at one level, to seek enforcement of existing laws, and investment in
education. He pointed out that at the basic level, children in marginalised sections in low-income
countries need swift, immediate and direct support, which it’s not possible to allocate without
mobilising resources globally.
“Universal social protection programmes for children should be the part of the agenda in the
future. I’m afraid to say, as one of the UN Secretary General’s advocate on on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), that we cannot accomplish any of the targets,” Mr. Satyarthi
insisted. “So we have been pushing this with several governments, in the G7 and G20 as well. If
social protection, focusing on marginalised children, figures somewhere the discussions in these
two communities that will be huge.”
The issue is “urgent”, he presses, given that there has been an increase in child labour for the
first time in the last two decades globally, and that is very alarming and very concerning. “It is
true that the number had been decreasing for sometime, and we have been celebrating it too.
However, it is not just the pandemic that is responsible. We have noticed it even before the
pandemic also. We have all committed ourselves to eradicate child labour by 2025,” he added.
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INDIA’S RESPONSE TO WHO’S COVID-19 DEATHS
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The release of a report by WHO that estimates excess deaths during the COVID-19 pandemic to
be nearly 10 times the reported COVID-19 death toll of 4.8 lakh in India between January 2020
and December 2021, the highest for any country, is not surprising. The pandemic did not just
contribute to a surge in disease-related mortality, especially of the aged and the infirm, but also
disrupted health systems that could have resulted in many other avoidable deaths. A robust
estimation of the excess deaths was necessary to understand the pandemic effect in India
where death registration after occurrence is not universal across States and medical certification
of deaths is quite low in number. The Government has strongly denied the numbers and
dismissed the methodology by saying that the WHO approach is based on modelled estimates
and not actual data. It countered it by finally releasing the Civil Registration System report for
2020 (two days prior to the release of the WHO report) and saying that the cumulative increase
in the number of deaths in 2020 was only 4.74 lakh, lower than the corresponding number for
2019. While most deaths — close to two thirds — occurred during the second wave in India from
March to June 2021 (and later in some States such as Kerala), and therefore the late release of
the CRS 2020 report does not entirely negate the WHO estimates that are based on registered
deaths data available from “sub-national” units, there is indeed a discrepancy for 2020 data.

cr

ac
k

The WHO estimates for States were based on CRS registration data obtained by news
organisations — the bulk of them by The Hindu. For 2020, cumulatively, the excess deaths
estimations (close to 5.5 lakh for 12 States) for most such States for which data were obtained,
match the CRS 2020 calculations (5.3 lakh). Discrepancies are quite high for those States where
CRS data were only partially or not available earlier. A case in point is Uttar Pradesh where
death (8.73 lakh in 2020 vs 9.45 lakh in 2019) and birth registrations (48.5 in 2020 vs 51.3 lakh
in 2019) fell significantly and therefore skewed the overall country-wide excess deaths numbers.
But without the release of the Sample Registration System data, it is difficult to believe that in
States such as U.P., there has been an increase in registration levels even while there is a
decrease in actual birth and death registration. The NFHS-5 2021 interviews show that death
registration in 2020 was lower than previous years as opposed to the Government’s claims
based on CRS 2020. The Government must not dismiss the WHO estimates and should instead
look at undertaking its own exercise on excess deaths based on registration data in the
CRS/SRS. After all, other methods, including surveys, have corroborated the fact that there was
a high under-reporting of COVID-19 deaths during the pandemic.
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‘The new law is not in sync with other central laws’ | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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The issue of abortion is in the news again, internationally. This, therefore, appears to be a good
time to pen down a summary and analysis of the legal status of abortions in India.
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Under the general criminal law of the country, i.e. the Indian Penal Code, voluntarily causing a
woman with child to miscarry is an offence attracting a jail term of up to three years or fine or
both, unless it was done in good faith where the purpose was to save the life of the pregnant
woman. A pregnant woman causing herself to miscarry is also an offender under this provision
apart from the person causing the miscarriage, which in most cases would be a medical
practitioner.
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In 1971, after a lot of deliberation, the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act was
enacted. This law is an exception to the IPC provisions above and sets out the rules — of when,
who, where, why and by whom — for accessing an MTP. This law has been amended twice
since, the most recent set of amendments being in the year 2021 which has, to some extent,
expanded the scope of the law. However, the law does not recognise and/or acknowledge the
right of a pregnant person to decide on the discontinuation of a pregnancy.
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The law provides for a set of reasons based on which an MTP can be accessed: the
continuation of the pregnancy would involve a risk to the life of the pregnant woman or result in
grave injury to her physical or mental health. The law explains that if the pregnancy is as a result
of rape or failure of contraceptive used by the pregnant woman or her partner to limit the number
of children or to prevent a pregnancy, the anguish caused by the continuation of such a
pregnancy would be considered to be a grave injury to the mental health of the pregnant
woman. The other reason for seeking an MTP is the substantial risk that if the child was born, it
would suffer from any serious physical or mental abnormality.
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The existence of one of these circumstances (at least), along with the medical opinion of the
medical practitioner registered under the MTP Act is required. A pregnant person cannot ask for
a termination of pregnancy without fitting in one of the reasons set out in the law. The other set
of limitations that the law provides is the gestational age of the pregnancy. The pregnancy can
be terminated for any of the above reasons, on the opinion of a single registered medical
practitioner up to 20 weeks of the gestational age. From 20 weeks up to 24 weeks, the opinion
of two registered medical practitioners is required. This extended gestational limit is applicable to
certain categories of women which the rules define as either a survivor of sexual assault or rape
or incest, minors, change of marital status during the ongoing pregnancy, i.e. either widowhood
or divorce, women with major physical disabilities, mentally-ill women including mental
retardation, the ground of foetal malformation incompatible with life or if the child is born it would
be seriously handicapped, and women with pregnancy in humanitarian settings or disaster or
emergency situations as declared by the government.
Any decision for termination of pregnancy beyond 24 weeks gestational age, only on the ground
of foetal abnormalities can be taken by a Medical Board as set up in each State, as per the law.
No termination of pregnancy can be done in the absence of the consent of the pregnant person,
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irrespective of age and/or mental health.
The law, as an exception to all that is stated above, also provides that where it is immediately
necessary to save the life of the pregnant woman, the pregnancy can be terminated at any time
by a single registered medical practitioner. This, as stated, is the exception and is understood to
be resorted to only when the likelihood of the pregnant woman dying is immediate.
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While India legalised access to abortion in certain circumstances much before most of the world
did the same, unfortunately, even in 2020 we decided to remain in the logic of 1971. This,
despite the fact that by the time the amendments to the MTP Act were tabled before the Lok
Sabha in 2020, just before the lockdown following the novel coronavirus pandemic, courts
across the country (over the preceding four years) had seen close to 500 cases of pregnant
women seeking permission to terminate their pregnancy (broadly on reasons of either the
pregnancy being as a result of sexual assault or there being foetal anomalies incompatible with
life). In a number of these cases, the courts had articulated the right of a pregnant woman to
decide on the continuation of her pregnancy as a part of her right to health and right to life, and
therefore non-negotiable. Similarly, a number of courts had also viewed the cases at hand in the
realm of the facts of the case and decided not to set the interpretation of the law straight.
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This was also after the landmark right to privacy judgment of the Supreme Court of India in
which it was held that the decision making by a pregnant person on whether to continue a
pregnancy or not is part of such a person’s right to privacy as well and, therefore, the right to life.
The standards set out in this judgment were also not incorporated in the amendments being
drafted. The new law is not in sync with other central laws such as the laws on persons with
disabilities, on mental health and on transgender persons, to name a few. The amendments also
did not make any attempts to iron out the conflations between the MTP Act and the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act or the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, to name a few.
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While access to abortion has been available under the legal regime in the country, there is a
long road ahead before it is recognised as a right of a person having the capacity to become
pregnant to decide, unconditionally, whether a pregnancy is to be continued or not.
Anubha Rastogi is a lawyer practising in the courts of Mumbai for the past 19 years and is an
active voice on sexual reproductive health and justice issues
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In an important verdict safeguarding the interest of woman victims of domestic violence, the
Supreme Court on Thursday gave a wide interpretation to the term ‘right to reside in a shared
household’ under the law, holding it cannot be restricted to only actual matrimonial residence,
but can be extended to other homes irrespective of the right over the property.
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A Bench of Justices M.R. Shah and B.V. Nagarathna, while hearing the plea of a domestic
violence victim after she was widowed, dealt with the unique situation of Indian women who live
at places other than matrimonial homes, such as the workplaces of their husbands. “There could
be several situations and circumstances and every woman in a domestic relationship can
enforce her right to reside in a shared household irrespective of whether she has any right, title
or beneficial interest in the same and the said right could be enforced by any woman under the
said provision as an independent right...,” the Bench said.
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It held that the even in the absence of a “Domestic Incident Report” of a protection officer under
the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, reliefs such as right to reside in the
shared matrimonial homes can be enforced. "It is held that Section 12 does not make it
mandatory for a Magistrate to consider a Domestic Incident Report filed by a Protection Officer
or service provider before passing any order under the DV Act.
“It is clarified that even in the absence of a Domestic Incident Report, a Magistrate is
empowered to pass both ex parte or interim as well as a final order,” Justice Nagarathna said.
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If a woman has the right to reside in a shared household under the law and such a woman
becomes a victim of domestic violence, then she can seek relief under the Act.
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In the financial year 2021-22, 90-lakh beneficiaries of the Narendra Modi government’s flagship
welfare scheme, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), did not take refill gas cylinders. And
over one crore beneficiaries got their refills only once.
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These revelations come against the backdrop of the much-feted labharthi , or beneficiary, class
which reportedly voted in good numbers for the BJP in the recent elections, especially to the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly. This was revealed in reply to a Right to Information (RTI) application
filed by activist Chandrashekhar Gaur with the three oil marketing firms Indian Oil Corporation
Ltd. (IOCL), Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (HPCL) and Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd. (BPCL).
The scheme was originally launched on May 1, 2016, in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with a target of releasing eight crore connections by March 2020. So far, over
nine crore connections under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana has been released. The PMUY
2.0 was launched in 2021-22, making a provision for release of additional one crore
connections.
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According to the RTI replies, the IOCL, for the connections released by them till March 2021, 65
lakh customers have not refilled their connections during the past financial year. The figures for
the HPCL and the BPCL are 9.1 lakh and 15.96 lakh, respectively.
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The BPCL specified that the figure of 15.96 lakh is only for the connections released up to
September 2019, which was the first round of the Ujjwala Yojana. The number of customers who
got refill cylinders only once for the IOCL was 52 lakh, for HPCL 27.58 lakh and BPCL 28.56
lakh.
As per a reply filed by the government in the Lok Sabha in March this year, the LPG
consumption under the Ujjwala Yojana remains 3.66 refills per connection annually.
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COVID effect

These figures should also take into account the fact that during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
government provided up to three free of cost LPG refills to PMUY beneficiaries from April 1,
2020, and this was extended up to December 31, 2020.
PMUY beneficiaries have availed themselves of 14.17 crore free refills under the scheme,
across the country, as per the same reply filed by the Union Petroleum Ministry in the Lok
Sabha.
Congress leader Pradyut Bordoloi, a member of standing committee on Petroleum, told The
Hindu that while the scheme was started with a good intent, it had inherent flaws which the
government had failed to address. “The people are shocked to realise that they have to pay the
full amount even under the scheme for the subsequent cylinders. The subsidy is transferred into
their accounts by the oil marketing firms. While the firms claim that they have disbursed the
subsidy. we don’t know whether it reaches the beneficiaries on time. The cylinders end up being
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used as showpiece in their homes,” he said.
He said he had requested the committee to do a detailed study on the yojana.
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ACTIONS THAT CORRODE THE STEEL FRAME OF
INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India

There are definite norms that define neutrality | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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A letter war between two sets of retired public officials (civil servants, judges and army officers),
concerning the prevailing political and social situation in the country, has been widely reported in
the media. In the last week of April 2022, a group of these retirees, calling themselves as the
Constitutional Conduct Group (CCG) sent an ‘open letter’ to the Prime Minister. In the letter,
they appealed to him to call for an end to the politics of hate and violence against the minorities,
particularly Muslims.
Very soon thereafter, another rival group of Concerned Citizens (CC) surfaced and rubbished
the allegations as a ‘false narrative’, inspired by western and international lobbies.
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Unfortunately, in neither of the formulations, is there any reference to the role of the civil service
(of which they all were distinguished members in the past) in whatever is happening or not
happening in the country, concerning law and public order and the security of citizens. It is the
police and magistracy, judicial courts and other regulatory agencies — not politicians — which
have been authorised and empowered by law to take preventive action against potential
troublemakers, enforce the laws relating to criminal, economic and other offences, and maintain
public order. In mature democracies, self-respecting public officials normally discharge their
constitutional and legal responsibilities with honesty, integrity and their own conscience, firmly
resisting the dictates of the vested interests. What is happening in our country?
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Perhaps, a reference to the recent events in Great Britain will serve to clarify things, as the main
features of our governance system — the cabinet system with accountability to Parliament and a
permanent civil service with political neutrality as its hallmark — are patterned on the English
constitutional model.
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Recently, Britain’s two top Ministers, Prime Minister Boris Johnson and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer (Finance Minister), Rishi Sunak, were accused of violating their own lockdown
regulations for COVID-19 by attending Christmas and other parties at 10, Downing Street,
London (Prime Minister’s residence) in the months of November to December 2020.
Comment | A proper transfer policy needed
A career civil servant, Sue Gray, was asked to inquire into the veracity of the charges. Of Ms.
Gray, it was said that she would never want to tarnish her reputation by claims of a cover-up or a
shoddy investigation.
She came to the finding that against the background of the restrictions on all citizens, the
gatherings held were inappropriate and represented a serious failure to observe the high
standards expected from top public functionaries. The public and the political establishment
accepted the integrity of the exercise. Then, another wing of the civil service, the London
Metropolitan Police, imposed fines on the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of Exchequer for
their misdemeanour, and again both the top Ministers accepted the penalty.
Can this happen in India? It might have been possible in the early years when Sardar
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Vallabhbhai Patel created independent India’s civil services, but no longer. The deterioration in
standards was very visible during the National Emergency declared in 1975. The civil services,
like other institutions including the judiciary, just caved in; the trend might have accelerated over
the years; now, no one even talks of civil service neutrality, although there is the rare purist who
could be sticking to the old standards of behaviour.
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Earlier, during communal or caste riots, the Administration focused on quelling the disturbances
and restoring peace in the affected locality, without ever favouring one group over the other.
Now, there are allegations of local officers taking sides in a conflict. For civil servants who work
with ruling politicians directly, following a political master’s diktats and identifying with his
interests, anticipating his views in official work and acting on them and pandering to his narrow
political interests, often become easy options that put them out of harm’s way.
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The politician, lacking the vision and intellectual grasp of a Sardar Patel, could also reward a
compliant bureaucrat by offering prized and lucrative assignments both within and outside the
country. He could also have him placed in an inconvenient position or even punish him if he
does not follow his line. This can happen despite the protection and safeguards in Article 311 of
the Constitution. That a civil servant’s pliant and submissive behaviour means an end to civil
service neutrality and the norms and values that this trait demands, does not seem to bother
either the political or bureaucratic leadership.
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The norms that define neutrality are: independence of thought and action; honest and objective
advice; candour and ,‘speaking truth to power’ even if it is done in the privacy of a Minister’s
chamber. Associated with these norms are the personal values that a civil servant cherishes or
ought to cherish, namely, self-respect, integrity, professional pride and dignity. All these together
contribute to the enhancement of the quality of administration that benefits society and the
people.
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Also read | Post-retirement jobs luring bureaucrats
This objective may, however, be at a discount when politicians are eager to serve their personal
and party interests, and overzealous and ambitious officials dance to their tune, thereby leading
to a dilution of standards. It could also create favourable conditions for both political and
bureaucratic corruption.
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“Constitutional morality is not a natural sentiment,” wrote B.R. Ambedkar, the architect of the
Constitution and added, “It has to be cultivated. We must realise that our people have yet to
learn it. Democracy in India is only a top dressing on an Indian soil which is essentially
undemocratic.”
Nilmadhab Mohanty has worked in senior positions in both national and international
bureaucracies
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THE INDIA HYPERTENSION CONTROL INITIATIVE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

There were an estimated 20 crore adults with hypertension in the country. | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto
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The story so far: A project called the India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI) finds that
nearly 23% out of 2.1 million Indians have uncontrolled blood pressure.
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Recognising that hypertension is a serious, and growing, health issue in India, the Health
Ministry, the Indian Council of Medical Research, State Governments, and WHO-India began a
five-year initiative to monitor and treat hypertension. Hypertension is defined as having systolic
blood pressure level greater than or equal to 140 mmHg or diastolic blood pressure level greater
than or equal to 90 mmHg or/and taking anti-hypertensive medication to lower his/her blood
pressure.
India has committed to a "25 by 25" goal, which aims to reduce premature mortality due to noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) by 25% by 2025. One of the nine voluntary targets includes
reducing the prevalence of high blood pressure by 25% by 2025.
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The programme was launched in November 2017. In the first year, IHCI covered 26 districts
across five States — Punjab, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, and Maharashtra. By
December 2020, IHCI was expanded to 52 districts across ten States — Andhra Pradesh (1),
Chhattisgarh (2), Karnataka (2), Kerala (4), Madhya Pradesh (6), Maharashtra (13), Punjab (5),
Tamil Nadu (1), Telangana (13) and West Bengal (5).
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As of December 2021, 101 districts across 19 States had commenced project activities. The
project districts enrolled almost 21 lakh patients across 13,821 health facilities. In the 26 initial
districts, one fifth of the expected patients were enrolled. State wise proportions were
Maharashtra (27%), Kerala (22.6%), Madhya Pradesh (18.7%), Telangana (18.6%) and Punjab
(14.2%).
Managing blood pressure for 2.5 crore individuals can prevent up to five lakh deaths due to
cardiovascular disease in the next 10 years.
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Its most important discovery so far is that nearly one-fourth of(23%) patients under the
programme had uncontrolled blood pressure, and 27% did not return for a follow-up in the first
quarter of 2021. There were an estimated 20 crore adults with hypertension in the country. To
achieve India’s target of a 25% relative reduction in the prevalence of raised blood pressure,
approximately 4.5 crore additional people with hypertension need to get their blood pressure
under control by 2025.
Of a million patients registered in five phase I and three phase II States till Dec 2020, 7.4 lakhs
were under care between April 2020 to March 2021. Nearly half (47%) of the registered patients
under care had blood pressure under control during the most recent visit in the first quarter of
2021. Drug availability improved in all phase I States with at least one-month refills for key blood
pressure drugs. Punjab, Madhya Pradesh and Telangana had stocks for nearly six months for
protocol drugs. Kerala had only one month stock and Maharashtra had two months stock
available in May 2021. Availability of drugs was a challenge in most phase II States and
procurement process took nearly one year from planning.
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There weren’t enough validated high-quality digital blood pressure monitors in several health
facilities, which affected accuracy of hypertension diagnosis. In phase I States, dedicated nurses
were insufficient except in Telangana and Maharashtra. In phase II States, most districts did not
have dedicated NCD nurses at public health care centres level except Chennai.
Southern States have a higher prevalence of hypertension than the national average, according
to the latest edition of the National Family Health Survey. While 21.3% of women and 24% of
men aged above 15 have hypertension in the country, the prevalence is the highest in Kerala
where 32.8% men and 30.9% women have been diagnosed with hypertension.
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Kerala is followed by Telangana where the prevalence is 31.4% in men and 26.1% in women.
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About one-fourth of women and men aged 40 to 49 years have hypertension. Even at an earlier
age, one in eight women and more than one in five men aged 30 to 39 years have hypertension.
The prevalence of hypertension is higher among Sikhs (37% for men and 31% for women),
Jains (30% for men and 25% for women), and Christians (29% for men and 26% for women)
than the rest.
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) on Saturday announced that China has relinquished its
rights to host the 2023 Asian Cup finals due to the Covid-19 situation in the country, as per
Reuters report.
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China has withdrawn as the 2023 Asian Cup host due to the coronavirus, football officials said
Saturday, with Beijing's strict zero-Covid strategy dealing another blow to the country's sporting
ambitions.
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China has relinquished its rights to host the 2023 Asian Cup finals due to the #COVID19
situation in the country, the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) announces: Reuters
Authorities in China are pursuing a strategy of stamping out the virus entirely, which includes
rapid lockdowns and mass testing, and millions in Shanghai have faced onerous restrictions for
over a month, as per AFP report.
But the measures -- now rare globally, as most countries shift to living with Covid -- have made
hosting sporting events a major challenge.
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The Olympic-sized Asian Games, due to be staged in September in Hangzhou, had already
been postponed earlier this month, and on Saturday the Asian Football Confederation (AFC)
said China would not host the Asian Cup.
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Chinese football officials had informed the AFC that they would not be able to host the 24-team
competition, which was to be staged in 10 cities in June and July next year.
No new host nation was named. "The AFC acknowledges the exceptional circumstances caused
by the Covid-19 pandemic, which led to the relinquishment by (China) of its hosting rights," the
governing body said in a statement.
Those involved in organising the tournament had made "this very difficult but necessary decision
in the collective interests of the" tournament, it added.
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The Asian Cup is staged every four years. Qatar won the last edition in 2019. It would have
been the second time that China had staged the Asian Cup. They hosted it in 2004, when the
hosts lost 3-1 to Japan in the final.
The loss of major sporting events is a blow to the ruling Communist Party, which had burnished
its global image with an array of dazzling spectacles such as Beijing's 2008 Summer and 2022
Winter Olympics.
(With inputs from agencies)
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NEW DELHI : The ministry of corporate affairs will roll out an updated and interactive version of
its compliance portal with additional security features to prevent fraud and errors in filing
statutory documents by companies, a person in the know said, seeking anonymity.
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According to the person, the new ‘company module’ will be launched in a few months. The new
version of the MCA21 portal will allow only designated people recognised by the system to get
access, and detect and notify errors in the forms filed by companies automatically for
rectification.
The new portal will do away with PDF files and introduce web-based e-forms to ensure all
sections are filled in before submission. Besides, the data available with the MCA will be prefilled in the form and cannot be edited by the user, the person added.
The Centre is introducing pre-filled forms for all areas of statutory filing, including for income tax,
and goods and services tax (GST), as a part of its tech-driven compliance strategy to reduce
discretion.
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The restructuring of the filing system is part of increasing regulatory oversight through the use of
artificial intelligence to mine data and detect how businesses are managing their affairs. “It will
ensure statutory documents are submitted by a person authorised by the company and not by
anyone having access to a user ID and password. The person will have to be recognised by the
IT system. It will help in eliminating disputes relating to information submitted to the regulators,"
the person added.
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Experts said with the introduction of e-forms companies will not have to file the details available
with the MCA 21 portal, “In the current system for company filings, a person with a permanent
account number (PAN), e-mail ID and mobile number could register multiple login IDs in the
MCA21 filing system. In the new system, a person can have only one login ID with the details.
This will reduce multiplicity of login IDs of filers and the system will be able to identify who is the
owner of a specific login ID," explained Sandip Kumar Kejriwal, company secretary and member
of the Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI), Eastern India region.
“In the beginning, professionals or companies may face some teething troubles, but in due
course, it will be comfortable and beneficial for all stakeholders—companies and professionals,"
said Kejriwal.
When the government had migrated to online filings in MCA21 portal around 15 years ago, there
were some initial teething troubles which were fixed soon, he added.
An email sent to a corporate affairs ministry spokesperson on Saturday remained unanswered
till press time.
The new filing system will offer the facility for personalising the interface with regulators in
certain ways for more convenience. In March, the ministry revamped the filing system for limited
liability partnerships. It is also in the process of leveraging technologies such as artificial
intelligence to mine corporate data to improve policy making, predicting financial stress in
different sectors and effective enforcement.
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FACING DISCRIMINATION DESPITE LAWS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

m

More than three years after she was denied a job in the Maharashtra State Police force despite
passing the written exam because a medical test declared her a “man” citing anatomical
anomalies even she was not aware of, the Bombay High Court on May 12 cleared the way for
the woman’s appointment, asking the Maharashtra government to finalise it in two months. The
court has masked the woman’s name in this case.
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Despite the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, which was brought to end
discrimination against transgender persons in accessing education, employment and healthcare,
and recognise the right to self-perceived gender identity, their harassment continues endlessly.
Existing structures continuing to categorise people into the binary of male and female has
resulted in the need for them to approach the courts or governments repeatedly for the
implementation of every single aspect of the law that was passed to protect them.
Though the Transgender Identity Certificate acknowledges the gender assigned at birth and
gender requested, while applying for jobs they are often compelled to identify themselves as
male or female in the absence of a third option.
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The “disgusting stares” from people in public places, says 30-year-old trans-man Kabir, is
unbearable. Once Kabir went for a school teacher’s job interview and the panel mentioned that a
saree was the mandatory attire in school. “I did not know how to respond. I had not fully
transitioned and I wore what I thought was the most gender-neutral attire, a kurta and jeans,”
Kabir said.
Trans-woman Jane Kaushik, 29, is fed up of applying for jobs. “When I let them know I am a
trans, they don’t even bother to shortlist me for the interview,” she said. She decided to go
through the Delhi Subordinate Services Selection Board, but she saw there was no option to
identify as third gender.
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Jane approached an NGO for help to get the job application forms revised with an option for
third gender, which was done in 2021.
However, the updated version, following the intervention of Social Justice Ministry, does not
allow re-registration after a correction is made in the gender column and this has been a
problem for transgender persons. Jane approached the Delhi High Court with a plea to enable
re-registration and also sought reservation for transgender persons in government jobs.
Even though reservation for trans people under the Other Backward Classes (OBC) category is
under consideration by the government, Jane’s petition in the Delhi High Court, and the petition
in the Bombay High Court seek separate reservation. Jane told The Hindu that the government
ought to move beyond just making laws and show through meaningful action like reservation
that it wants to mainstream transgender persons.
When I let them know I am a trans, they don’t even bother to shortlist me for the interview
Jane Kaushik
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‘THIS IS INDIA’S FINEST SPORTING WIN’ PM TELLS
THE THOMAS CUP 2022 WINNING TEAM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi interacted on phone with the Indian Badminton team that
has scored the historic win at the Thomas Cup, today.
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The Prime Minister congratulated the team and said that sports analyst will have to count this as
India’s finest sporting win. He said that he was especially happy that the team did not lose any
round.

S.
co

The Prime Minister asked the players at what stage did they feel that that they are going to win.
KidambiSrikanth informed him that after the quarter final, the team’s determination to see it to
the end became very strong. He also told the Prime Minister that team spirit helped and every
player gave his 100 percent.
The Prime Minister said that the coaches also deserve all the appreciation.
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The Prime Minister, told Lakshya Sen that he will have to give him ‘Bal Mithai’ from Almora. The
Ace shuttler hails from the Devbhoomi of Uttarakhand. The Prime Minister noted that Lakshaya
is third generation player. Lakshya Sen informed that his father was present during the
tournament. He also echoed Shrikant and said that after quarter finals, belief in victory became
even more concrete. HS Prannoy also said that winning quarter final was very important.After
winning that, it became clear that Indian team was in position to take on any team. He said that
team support resulted in defeating strong teams like Malaysia. The Prime Minister also
congratulated SatviksairajRankireddy and Chirag Shetty for their victories. The Prime Minister
broke into Marathi with Chirag Shetty who informed him that nothing tops becoming world
champion that too from India. “You all have achieved such a momentous feat. Entire team
deserves kudos”. The Prime Minister invited them to his residence along with their coaches, on
their return to India as he wished to talk to them and listen to their experiences.
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The Prime Minister asked for the victorious team’s message for the budding athletes and young
children who are taking up sports like Badminton, Table Tennis or swimming. Srikanth spoke for
the team and said that today, there is excellent support for sports in India. Due to efforts of
Sports Authority of India, Government, sports federations and at elite level- Target Olympics
Podium Scheme TOPS the sportspersons are feeling very well supported. If this continues, we
think, India will see many more champions. He told the young children who are taking up sports
of their choice that if they can give their 100 per cent than there is great support for them in India
in the sports field. There are good coaches and infrastructure, if they are committed, they can do
well at the international level. “If they can work with 100 per cent dedication, they will definitely
succeed”, said Kidambi Srikanth.
The Prime Minister conveyed his regards and appreciation for the parents of the players as it is
a challenging task to encourage children for sports and stay with them till the end. The Prime
Minister joined them in their jubilation and chanting of ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ at the end of the call.
***
DS
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The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi interacted on phone with the Indian Badminton team that
has scored the historic win at the Thomas Cup, today.
The Prime Minister congratulated the team and said that sports analyst will have to count this as
India’s finest sporting win. He said that he was especially happy that the team did not lose any
round.

m

The Prime Minister asked the players at what stage did they feel that that they are going to win.
KidambiSrikanth informed him that after the quarter final, the team’s determination to see it to
the end became very strong. He also told the Prime Minister that team spirit helped and every
player gave his 100 percent.
The Prime Minister said that the coaches also deserve all the appreciation.
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The Prime Minister, told Lakshya Sen that he will have to give him ‘Bal Mithai’ from Almora. The
Ace shuttler hails from the Devbhoomi of Uttarakhand. The Prime Minister noted that Lakshaya
is third generation player. Lakshya Sen informed that his father was present during the
tournament. He also echoed Shrikant and said that after quarter finals, belief in victory became
even more concrete. HS Prannoy also said that winning quarter final was very important.After
winning that, it became clear that Indian team was in position to take on any team. He said that
team support resulted in defeating strong teams like Malaysia. The Prime Minister also
congratulated SatviksairajRankireddy and Chirag Shetty for their victories. The Prime Minister
broke into Marathi with Chirag Shetty who informed him that nothing tops becoming world
champion that too from India. “You all have achieved such a momentous feat. Entire team
deserves kudos”. The Prime Minister invited them to his residence along with their coaches, on
their return to India as he wished to talk to them and listen to their experiences.
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The Prime Minister asked for the victorious team’s message for the budding athletes and young
children who are taking up sports like Badminton, Table Tennis or swimming. Srikanth spoke for
the team and said that today, there is excellent support for sports in India. Due to efforts of
Sports Authority of India, Government, sports federations and at elite level- Target Olympics
Podium Scheme TOPS the sportspersons are feeling very well supported. If this continues, we
think, India will see many more champions. He told the young children who are taking up sports
of their choice that if they can give their 100 per cent than there is great support for them in India
in the sports field. There are good coaches and infrastructure, if they are committed, they can do
well at the international level. “If they can work with 100 per cent dedication, they will definitely
succeed”, said Kidambi Srikanth.
The Prime Minister conveyed his regards and appreciation for the parents of the players as it is
a challenging task to encourage children for sports and stay with them till the end. The Prime
Minister joined them in their jubilation and chanting of ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ at the end of the call.
***
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‘ASSISTIVE AIDS REMAIN INACCESSIBLE’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Hearing aids, wheelchairs and assistive apps can empower the disabled.

m

More than 2.5 billion people need one or more assistive products, such as wheelchairs, hearing
aids, or apps that support communication and cognition and yet a billion of them are denied
access, particularly in low- and middle-income countries, where access can be as low as 3% of
the need for these life-changing products, said a report released on Monday by the World Health
Organisation and UNICEF.
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The “Global Report on Assistive Technology” presents evidence on the need for and access to
assistive products and provides a series of recommendations to expand availability and access.
Rajib Dasgupta, chairperson at the Centre of Social Medicine and Community Health,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, is one of the contributors to the report. Speaking about the
condition in India, Dr. Dasgupta said that the 2011 Census puts the national estimate of the
number of people with disabilities at 2.21% of the total population (26.8 million persons),
including persons with visual, hearing, speech, locomotor and mental disabilities with the
majority in the 19-59 age group.
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Of the people with disabilities, 49% are literate, 34% employed and 75% live in rural areas.
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Indian government agencies are dedicated towards the cause of improving access to assistive
technology. The planning efforts will be supplemented by the recommendations from the global
report, said Dr. Dasgupta.
Balram Bhargava, Director-General, Indian Council of Medical Research and Shweta Sharma,
public health consultant, also contributed to the report.
The report notes that the number of people in need of one or more assistive products is likely to
rise to 3.5 billion by 2050, due to populations aging and the prevalence of non-communicable
diseases rising across the world. Also, affordability is a major barrier to access, the report notes.
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A survey of 70 countries featured in the report found large gaps in service provision and trained
workforce for assistive technology, especially in the domains of cognition, communication and
self-care.
“Assistive technology is a life changer — it opens the door to education for children with
impairments, employment and social interaction for adults living with disabilities, and an
independent life of dignity for older persons,” said WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus.
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IMPROVING COLD CHAIN SYSTEMS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A health worker administering a COVID-19 vaccine in Vellore. | Photo Credit:
VENKATACHALAPATHY C.
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The pandemic has taught us a great deal. We have all become familiar with terms such as
variants, waves, vaccine supply chains and quarantine. It has also encouraged an interest in
preventive health technology, especially in vaccines. This interest is understandable, given that
India accounts for the second highest caseload of COVID-19 globally. Once the vaccines were
available, the nation had to take on the task of rolling out one of the largest vaccination drives in
the world; this of course, is not new to India.
India’s Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP), launched in 1985 to deliver routine
immunisation, showcased its strengths in managing large-scale vaccine delivery. This
programme targets close to 2.67 crore newborns and 2.9 crore pregnant women annually. To
strengthen the programme’s outcomes, in 2014, Mission Indradhanush was introduced to
achieve full immunisation coverage of all children and pregnant women at a rapid pace — a
commendable initiative.

IA

But the pandemic reminded us that vaccines alone do not save lives, vaccination does. While
we have, over the years, set up a strong service delivery network, the pandemic showed us that
there were weak links in the chain, especially in the cold chain, which needs to be robust and
seamless.
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The success of any sustainable vaccination programme relies on many factors. A key factor is
cold chain management because when this fails, the potency or effectiveness of the vaccine is
wasted. Nearly half the vaccines distributed around the world go to waste, in large part due to a
failure to properly control storage temperatures. In India, close to 20% of temperature-sensitive
healthcare products arrive damaged or degraded because of broken or insufficient cold chains,
including a quarter of vaccines. Wastage has cost implications and can delay the achievement
of immunisation targets.
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Here, India has strong foundations to build upon. India’s UIP comprises upwards of 27,000
functional cold chain points of which 750 (3%) are located at the district level and above; the
remaining 95% are located below the district level. The COVID-19 vaccination efforts relied on
the cold chain infrastructure established under the UIP to cover 87 crore people with two doses
of the vaccine and over 100 crore with at least a single dose. This effort was supported by the
government’s cloud-based digital platform Co-WIN, which helps to facilitate registration,
immunisations and appointments, and issues digital vaccine certificates, highlighting the benefits
of digitisation.
The Health Ministry has been digitising the vaccine supply chain network in recent years through
the use of cloud technology, such as with the Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network (eVIN).
Developed with support from Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and implemented by the UN
Development Programme through a smartphone-based app, the platform digitises information
on vaccine stocks and temperatures across the country. This supports healthcare workers in the
last mile in supervising and maintaining the efficiency of the vaccine cold chain.
The role played by supportive infrastructure for cold chain such as a regular supply of electricity
cannot be underplayed. In this regard, there is a need to improve electrification, especially in the
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last mile, for which the potential of solar-driven technology must be explored to integrate
sustainable development. For instance, in Chhattisgarh, 72% of the functioning health centres
have been solarised to tackle the issue of regular power outages. This has significantly reduced
disruption in service provision and increased the uptake of services.
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COVID-19, which disrupted supply chains across countries and in India too, marks an inflection
point in the trajectory of immunisation programmes. As we recover from the pandemic, there is
an opportunity for us to pivot to newer mechanisms that can help develop unbroken and resilient
cold chain systems and thus augment the immunisation landscape. Going forward, this will be
the only way to ensure access to the last mile with life-saving vaccines, in time.
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As we reflect on the learnings from the pandemic, it is imperative that we look towards a future
where the critical arteries that comprise the supply chain of immunisation facilities be
strengthened. India has pioneered many approaches to ensure access to public health services
at a scale never seen before. Robust cold chain systems are an investment in India’s future
pandemic preparedness; by taking steps towards actionable policies that improve the cold chain,
we have an opportunity to lead the way in building back better and stronger.
C.K. Mishra is Former Secretary, Government of India
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EXPLAINED
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Representational image | Photo Credit: Reuters
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The story so far: A team of researchers in Australia has identified a biochemical marker in the
blood that could help identify newborn babies at risk for the Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome (SIDS).
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According to the findings of the research, babies who died of SIDS showed lower levels of the
butyrylcholinesterase (BChE) enzyme shortly after birth. A low level of the BChE enzyme affects
a sleeping infant’s ability to wake up or respond to their environment. The enzyme is an
important part of the autonomic nervous system of the body and controls unconscious and
involuntary functions.
“An apparently healthy baby going to sleep and not waking up is every parent's nightmare and
until now there was absolutely no way of knowing which infant would succumb,” study leader Dr.
Carmel Harrington of The Children's Hospital at Westmead in Australia said in a statement. Dr.
Harrington lost her own child to SIDS 29 years ago and has been researching the condition
since then.
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Sudden infant death syndrome is the unexpected death of an apparently healthy infant. It
usually occurs while the baby is asleep, although in rare cases, it can also occur while the child
is awake. The condition is also called “cot death”.
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Newborn babies delivered prematurely or with low weight at birth are believed to be at a greater
risk of SIDS. The exact cause of SIDS is unknown, although revelations from the new research
look promising.
In a bid to ascertain the cause of SIDS, the researchers used dried blood spots from newborn
infants and screened the samples for BChE level and total protein content. Out of the samples,
26 infants died of SIDS while 41 died of other causes, and 655 were surviving infants.
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It was noted that the BChE level in infants who died of SIDS was significantly lower than that in
the surviving infants. The research also states that previously-conducted studies have found that
low BChE activity is associated with severe systemic inflammation and considerably higher
mortality after sepsis and cardiac events. Prior to this research on SIDS, inflammation has been
thought to be a factor in SIDS cases. The study adds that mild inflammatory changes on the
walls of air passages of the lungs were observed in SIDS infants as early as 1889.
Prematurely-delivered babies have been considered to be at a higher risk for SIDS, although a
1957 study that evaluated BChE in infancy found that there was no difference in the levels of the
enzyme in premature and mature newborn infants.
The new study also pointed out that smoking during pregnancy is associated with a significant
increase in SIDS events.
Even though BChE levels can be a possible cause of SIDS, the research points out that the
samples were over two years old and hence would not accurately reflect BChE specific activity
in fresh dried blood samples. The researchers also added that despite analysing over 600
control samples, they are unaware of how common the abnormality is in the wider population.
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Furthermore, the study did not use autopsy details of the subjects of the study but used
coroners’ diagnosis where possible.
(With inputs from agencies)
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NGT NOT A CASE OF EXTRA DELEGATION OF
POWERS: SC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies
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Parliament did not excessively delegate power to the Centre by authorising it to establish the
National Green Tribunal (NGT), the Supreme Court held in a judgment on Wednesday. The
NGT is a “unique” institution established for enforcement of environmental rights protected under
the Right to Life.
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“The NGT came into existence as a sui generis institution established for the enforcement of
environmental rights emanating from Article 21 of the Constitution... NGT was not an excessive
case of delegation of powers to the central government,” a Bench of Justices K.M. Joseph and
Hrishikesh Roy observed in the judgment.
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Monkeypox virus can enter your body through broken skin, eyes, nose or mouth, and it also can
be passed on by direct contact during sex. And with most recent cases detected in gay or
bisexual men in the UK, health agency UKHSA alerted men who have sex with men to be aware
of any unusual rashes or lesions. However, with the disease being stigmatised enough, several
experts have pointed out that it is ‘not a sexually transmitted disease but just a viral infection’
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So far, about 80 cases have been confirmed in at least 12 countries, and another 50 suspected
cases are being investigated. As per WHO, Monkeypox symptoms last from 2 to 4 weeks.
Severe cases can occur. In recent times, the case fatality ratio has been around 3-6%
Monkeypox could have a "massive impact" on access to sexual health services, doctors have
warned. A BBC report said, British Association for Sexual Health and HIV has already notified
that it was concerned about the effect on other infections. In London, sexual health clinics have
stopped people from walking in altogether. And the staff who have come in contact with patients
have been advised to isolate.
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Dr Claire Dewsnap, a consultant in genitourinary medicine and president of the British
Association for Sexual Health and HIV, said, as reported by BBC, staff in sexual health clinics
were "already under significant pressure" and monkeypox was making that situation worse.
"I am concerned about the potential impact on access to sexual health generally."
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Health officials have pointed out that the virus is not sexually transmitted but spreads through
prolonged face-to-face contact and respiratory droplets. It is also spread by open sores, contact
with bodily fluids or by touching contaminated clothes or bedding.
“It's just a virus," Ken Monteith, the executive director of Quebec's network of AIDS
organizations (COCQ-SIDA) told CBC. And speaking against how the disease is being
stigmatised he said, “it doesn't really matter who it is, who has it. It isn't generated by an identity,
it's generated by itself."
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Adding Dr. Réjean Thomas, sexual diseases expert said, "The disease is not dangerous … at
least the form that we're seeing here, it doesn't look severe."
The virus can spread through touching or using clothes or towels of someone who is infected;
touching monkeypox skin blisters; coughs or sneezing.
Symptoms include fever, headache, muscle aches, backache, swollen lymph nodes, chills and
exhaustion.
A rash can develop, often beginning on the face, then spreading to other parts of the body. The
rash changes and goes through different stages - a bit like chicken pox - before finally forming a
scab, which later falls off.
If you get infected with the virus, it usually takes between five and 21 days for the first symptoms
to appear.
A smallpox jab offers some good protection against monkeypox since the two viruses are quite
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You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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PM HOSTS DEAFLYMPICS CONTINGENT AT HIS
RESIDENCE
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi interacted with the Indian contingent for recently held
Deaflympics as he hosted them at his residence today. In the best-ever performance, Indian
team won 16 medals including 8 Gold medals in the Deaflympics, held in Brazil. Union Minister
Shri Anurag Singh Thakur and Shri NisithPramanikwere also present on the occasion.
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Interacting with Rohit Bhaker, senior member of the contingent, the Prime Minister discussed his
way of dealing with the challenges and his way of assessing his opponents. Rohit also told the
Prime Minister about his background and inspiration for getting into sports and staying for so
long at the highest level. The Prime Minister told the ace badminton player that his life as an
individual and sportsperson is an inspiration. He also complimented him for his perseverance
and not yielding to the obstacles of life. Shri Modi noted the continued zeal in the player and his
rising performance with advancing age. “Not resting on laurels and not feeling satisfied is one of
the key quality of a player. A player sets ever higher goals and strives to attain them”, the Prime
Minister said.
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Wrestler Virender Singh told about the legacy of his family in wrestling. He also narrated his
satisfaction in finding opportunities and competition in the deaf community. The Prime Minister
noted his medal winning consistent performance in Deaflympics since 2005 and complimented
him for his desire to excel. The Prime Minister appreciated his position as a veteran and also as
a keen learner of the sport. “Your will power inspires everyone. Country’s youth and
sportspersons both can learn from your quality of consistency. Reaching the top is difficult but
more difficult is to stay there and keep trying to improve”, said the Prime Minister.
Shooter Dhanush also credited his family support for his continued quest for excellence. He also
told how yoga and meditation helped him. He told that he considers his mother his role model.
The Prime Minister paid tributes to his mother and his family for supporting him. He expressed
happiness that Khelo India is helping the athletes at the grassroot level.
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Shooter Priyesha Deshmukh, told about her journey, support of her family and coach Anjali
Bhagwat. The Prime Minister praised Anjali Bhagwat for her role in the success of Priyesha
Deshmukh. Shri Modi also noted impeccable Hindi of Punekar Priyesha.
Jafreen Shaik, Tennis also talked about support of her father and family. She expressed her
happiness on interacting with the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister said that apart from being
the synonymous with the prowess and capability of the daughters of the country, she is a role
medal for the young girls. “You have proven that if India’s daughter set their eyes on any goal,
no obstacle can stop them”, the Prime Minister added.
The Prime Minister said that their achievements are great and their passion indicates much
higher glory for them in future. “Maintain this passion and enthusiasm. This passion will open
new avenues of our country’s growth and a bright future will be ensured” he said. The Prime
Minister continued that when a divyang excels at international sporting platforms, the
achievement reverberates beyond sporting accomplishment. It shows the culture of the country
and indicates sensitivity. Feelings and a regard for their capabilities in the country. That is why
“your contribution in creating positive image is many times more than other sportspersons”, the
Prime Minister added.
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The Prime Minister tweeted after the interaction “I will never forget the interaction with our
champions who have brought pride and glory for India at the Deaflympics. The athletes shared
their experiences and I could see the passion and determination in them. My best wishes to all
of them.” The Prime Minister also noted that “due to our champions that this time’s Deaflympics
have been the best for India!”
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I will never forget the interaction with our champions who have brought pride and glory for India
at the Deaflympics. The athletes shared their experiences and I could see the passion and
determination in them. My best wishes to all of them. pic.twitter.com/k4dJvxj7d5
Some more glimpses from the interaction with our champions. pic.twitter.com/JhtZb9rikH
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It is due to our champions that this time’s Deaflympics have been the best for India!
pic.twitter.com/2ysax8DAE3

****

DS/AK

IA

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi interacted with the Indian contingent for recently held
Deaflympics as he hosted them at his residence today. In the best-ever performance, Indian
team won 16 medals including 8 Gold medals in the Deaflympics, held in Brazil. Union Minister
Shri Anurag Singh Thakur and Shri NisithPramanikwere also present on the occasion.
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Interacting with Rohit Bhaker, senior member of the contingent, the Prime Minister discussed his
way of dealing with the challenges and his way of assessing his opponents. Rohit also told the
Prime Minister about his background and inspiration for getting into sports and staying for so
long at the highest level. The Prime Minister told the ace badminton player that his life as an
individual and sportsperson is an inspiration. He also complimented him for his perseverance
and not yielding to the obstacles of life. Shri Modi noted the continued zeal in the player and his
rising performance with advancing age. “Not resting on laurels and not feeling satisfied is one of
the key quality of a player. A player sets ever higher goals and strives to attain them”, the Prime
Minister said.
Wrestler Virender Singh told about the legacy of his family in wrestling. He also narrated his
satisfaction in finding opportunities and competition in the deaf community. The Prime Minister
noted his medal winning consistent performance in Deaflympics since 2005 and complimented
him for his desire to excel. The Prime Minister appreciated his position as a veteran and also as
a keen learner of the sport. “Your will power inspires everyone. Country’s youth and
sportspersons both can learn from your quality of consistency. Reaching the top is difficult but
more difficult is to stay there and keep trying to improve”, said the Prime Minister.
Shooter Dhanush also credited his family support for his continued quest for excellence. He also
told how yoga and meditation helped him. He told that he considers his mother his role model.
The Prime Minister paid tributes to his mother and his family for supporting him. He expressed
happiness that Khelo India is helping the athletes at the grassroot level.
Shooter Priyesha Deshmukh, told about her journey, support of her family and coach Anjali
Bhagwat. The Prime Minister praised Anjali Bhagwat for her role in the success of Priyesha
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Deshmukh. Shri Modi also noted impeccable Hindi of Punekar Priyesha.
Jafreen Shaik, Tennis also talked about support of her father and family. She expressed her
happiness on interacting with the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister said that apart from being
the synonymous with the prowess and capability of the daughters of the country, she is a role
medal for the young girls. “You have proven that if India’s daughter set their eyes on any goal,
no obstacle can stop them”, the Prime Minister added.
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The Prime Minister said that their achievements are great and their passion indicates much
higher glory for them in future. “Maintain this passion and enthusiasm. This passion will open
new avenues of our country’s growth and a bright future will be ensured” he said. The Prime
Minister continued that when a divyang excels at international sporting platforms, the
achievement reverberates beyond sporting accomplishment. It shows the culture of the country
and indicates sensitivity. Feelings and a regard for their capabilities in the country. That is why
“your contribution in creating positive image is many times more than other sportspersons”, the
Prime Minister added.
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The Prime Minister tweeted after the interaction “I will never forget the interaction with our
champions who have brought pride and glory for India at the Deaflympics. The athletes shared
their experiences and I could see the passion and determination in them. My best wishes to all
of them.” The Prime Minister also noted that “due to our champions that this time’s Deaflympics
have been the best for India!”

I will never forget the interaction with our champions who have brought pride and glory for India
at the Deaflympics. The athletes shared their experiences and I could see the passion and
determination in them. My best wishes to all of them. pic.twitter.com/k4dJvxj7d5
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Some more glimpses from the interaction with our champions. pic.twitter.com/JhtZb9rikH
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It is due to our champions that this time’s Deaflympics have been the best for India!
pic.twitter.com/2ysax8DAE3
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MEETING FAMILY PLANNING GOALS
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Newborns at Wadia Hospital in Mumbai. | Photo Credit: Emmanual Yogini
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India’s family planning programme has improved access to contraceptives. This has led to a
reduction in the Total Fertility Rate from 3.4 in 1990-92 to 2.0 in 2019-21, according to the
National Family Health Survey (NFHS). However, there are two themes that need further
attention. First, according to NFHS-5 and the 2022 report by the United Nations Population
Fund, there is a rise in adolescent childbearing in some States such as Tripura and Meghalaya.
Second, COVID-19 has had a severe impact on economic resources and access to education,
thereby influencing the choices women and the youth make about their sexual and reproductive
health. In order to meet the Sustainable Development Goal of Family Planning by 2030, India
now needs to focus on improving access to family planning services for not just the adult
population, but also the youth.
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In India, frontline health workers have contributed significantly in implementing Mission Parivar
Vikas, which aims to accelerate access to high-quality family planning choices, to successfully
increase the modern Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (mCPR), especially among female nonusers from vulnerable communities. They have achieved this by delivering contraceptives at
homes and offering a wider basket of alternatives such as injectable contraceptives. However,
there are still many districts in India that have low mCPR, with a large proportion of them being
the youth. We need to strengthen the capacity of health workers in using the Family Planning
Logistics Management Information System — a dedicated software to ensure the smooth
forecasting, procurement and distribution of family planning commodities across all the levels of
health facilities — to ensure the availability of and access to contraceptives by marginalised
communities.
Family planning interventions need to be tailored around the diversity of contexts, health needs,
and populations for whom the intervention is to be implemented. The youth are not a
homogenous group. We need to answer key questions pertaining to the sexual reproductive
health needs of adolescents with varying profiles such as males and females who are in school,
out of school, married, unmarried, and so on.
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These are key considerations in planning and designing programmes. There is a need to break
down the data by key characteristics in order to reach specific groups of people in order to have
the greatest impact. Moreover, when addressing younger populations, holistic health awareness
programmes on the right age of marriage, safe sexual behavior, contraception, reproductive
health, and diet diversity are paramount. It is only by working holistically on overall health goals
and addressing social determinants can we ensure equitable family planning services for both
adults and young people.
We have still not involved men as much as we can in the family planning programme. Certain
gender transformative approaches have shown promising results in various places. For
instance, The Men in Maternity (MiM) study conducted in Delhi demonstrated the effectiveness
of teaching young couples about contraceptives and promoting joint decision-making in
choosing family planning methods. Several other examples of involving men in the family
planning discourse include the PRACHAR project in Bihar, the Yaari Dosti programme in
Mumbai, and the GEMS project in Goa.
Many of the programmes in public health have also started leveraging the capabilities of the
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private sector to improve service delivery. For instance, leveraging India Post and partnering
with a third-party logistics partner through the Informed Push Model showcases how the private
sector can be effectively engaged to provide family planning products at health facilities and
make them available when the community needs them. The private sector can offer innovative
solutions in family planning, thereby improving the community’s access to services.
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India needs to develop an equitable model that meets the needs of the youth and adolescents.
In several districts, more than one-fifth of the population in the adolescent age group are now
entering the reproductive age group. Thus, building capacity among health workers, addressing
intersectionality, engaging men in the discourse of family planning, and drafting innovative
solutions through effective public and private partnerships can greatly improve access to family
planning services and the overall health of our younger population.
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UNION MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
DR. MANSUKH MANDAVIYA ADDRESSES 75TH
SESSION OF WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY WHO HQ,
GENEVA
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In a historic address at the 75th session of the World Health Assembly in Geneva at WHO HQ,
the Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare and Chemicals and Fertilizers, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya exhorted India's commitment to build a more resilient global health security
architecture. Underscoring the need to strengthen WHO, the Union Minister noted, "As
highlighted by India’s Prime Minister, there is a need to build a resilient global supply chain to
enable equitable access to vaccines and medicines, streamlining WHO's approval process for
vaccines and therapeutics and strengthen WHO to build a more resilient global health security
architecture". As a responsible member of the global community, India is ready to play a key role
in these efforts, he added.
The Union Minister noted, "India believes that this year’s theme linking peace and health, is
timely & pertinent because there can be no sustainable development & universal health &
wellbeing without peace".
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However at the session, India also raised dismay and concern over WHO’s recent exercise on
all cause excess mortality, where country specific authentic data published by the statutory
authority has not been taken into account. In this regard, the Union Health Minister conveyed the
collective disappointment of the Central Council of Health and Family Welfare, a representative
body of Health Ministers from all States of India, as they passed a unanimous resolution
regarding the approach and methodology of WHO on excess mortality reports.

The full text of address of the Union Health Minister is as under:
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India believes that this year’s theme linking peace and health, is timely & pertinent because
there can be no sustainable development & universal health & wellbeing without peace.
India firmly believes that WHO has a Central role to play in achieving the goal of Health for all in
an objective & result oriented manner. It should be our collective endeavour to ensure that WHO
is fit for the purpose to deal with contemporary realities. India has always constructively
contributed to make WHO reflect the aspirations of Member States & that its processes must be
driven by Member States.
In this context, it is with a sense of dismay and concern that India notes WHO’s recent exercise
on all cause excess mortality where our Country specific authentic data published by the
statutory authority has not been taken into account.
Consequently, the Central Council of Health and Family Welfare, a representative body of
Health Ministers from all States within India, constituted under Article 263 of Constitution of
India, passed a unanimous resolution asking me to convey their collective disappointment and
concern with WHO’s approach in this regard.
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There is a need to ensure centrality of WHO in global architecture & increase assessed
contribution to WHO in a phased manner, but that should be linked to an accountability
framework, value for money approach & genuine engagement with Member States.
India would like to highlight that besides equitable access to medical countermeasures including
aspects related to intellectual property, need for cost-effective research, technology transfer and
regional manufacturing capacities must remain an important focus area.
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India’s Hon’ble Prime Minister Modi ji has highlighted the need for building a resilient global
supply chain to enable equitable access to vaccines and medicines; the need for streamlining
WHO's approval process for vaccines and therapeutics and reform as well as strengthening of
WHO to build a more resilient global health security architecture. As a responsible member of
the global community, India is ready to play a key role in these efforts.
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In a historic address at the 75th session of the World Health Assembly in Geneva at WHO HQ,
the Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare and Chemicals and Fertilizers, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya exhorted India's commitment to build a more resilient global health security
architecture. Underscoring the need to strengthen WHO, the Union Minister noted, "As
highlighted by India’s Prime Minister, there is a need to build a resilient global supply chain to
enable equitable access to vaccines and medicines, streamlining WHO's approval process for
vaccines and therapeutics and strengthen WHO to build a more resilient global health security
architecture". As a responsible member of the global community, India is ready to play a key role
in these efforts, he added.
The Union Minister noted, "India believes that this year’s theme linking peace and health, is
timely & pertinent because there can be no sustainable development & universal health &
wellbeing without peace".
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However at the session, India also raised dismay and concern over WHO’s recent exercise on
all cause excess mortality, where country specific authentic data published by the statutory
authority has not been taken into account. In this regard, the Union Health Minister conveyed the
collective disappointment of the Central Council of Health and Family Welfare, a representative
body of Health Ministers from all States of India, as they passed a unanimous resolution
regarding the approach and methodology of WHO on excess mortality reports.

The full text of address of the Union Health Minister is as under:
India believes that this year’s theme linking peace and health, is timely & pertinent because
there can be no sustainable development & universal health & wellbeing without peace.
India firmly believes that WHO has a Central role to play in achieving the goal of Health for all in
an objective & result oriented manner. It should be our collective endeavour to ensure that WHO
is fit for the purpose to deal with contemporary realities. India has always constructively
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contributed to make WHO reflect the aspirations of Member States & that its processes must be
driven by Member States.
In this context, it is with a sense of dismay and concern that India notes WHO’s recent exercise
on all cause excess mortality where our Country specific authentic data published by the
statutory authority has not been taken into account.

m

Consequently, the Central Council of Health and Family Welfare, a representative body of
Health Ministers from all States within India, constituted under Article 263 of Constitution of
India, passed a unanimous resolution asking me to convey their collective disappointment and
concern with WHO’s approach in this regard.
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There is a need to ensure centrality of WHO in global architecture & increase assessed
contribution to WHO in a phased manner, but that should be linked to an accountability
framework, value for money approach & genuine engagement with Member States.
India would like to highlight that besides equitable access to medical countermeasures including
aspects related to intellectual property, need for cost-effective research, technology transfer and
regional manufacturing capacities must remain an important focus area.
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India’s Hon’ble Prime Minister Modi ji has highlighted the need for building a resilient global
supply chain to enable equitable access to vaccines and medicines; the need for streamlining
WHO's approval process for vaccines and therapeutics and reform as well as strengthening of
WHO to build a more resilient global health security architecture. As a responsible member of
the global community, India is ready to play a key role in these efforts.
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT HEALTH ACCOUNT APP
RELAUNCHED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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The National Health Authority (NHA), under its flagship scheme of Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM), on Tuesday announced the launch of a revamped Ayushman Bharat Health
Account (ABHA) mobile application.
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The ABHA app, previously known as the NDHM Health Records app, is available on the Google
Play Store and already has over four lakh downloads. The updated version of the app has a new
user interface (UI) and added functionalities that enable individuals to access their health
records anytime and anywhere. The existing ABHA app users can also update their previous
app versions to the latest one.
Allows self-uploading

The ABHA app enables an individual to create an ABHA address (username@abdm), an easyto-remember username that can be linked with the 14-digit randomly generated ABHA number.
It also enables users to link their health records created at an ABDM-compliant health facility
and view them on their smartphones.
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It allows self-uploading of physical health records in the ABDM-compliant health lockers, along
with sharing of digital health records such as diagnostic reports, prescriptions and CoWIN
vaccination certificate after the consent of an individual through the ABDM network.
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In addition to this, the app has new functionalities such as edit profile and link and unlink ABHA
number (14 digit) with ABHA address. Other functionalities such as login via face and fingerprint
authentication and ability to scan QR code at the counter of the ABDM-compliant facility for
express registration shall also be released soon.
R.S. Sharma, CEO, National Health Authority (NHA), said: “The ABHA app will be instrumental
in helping citizens to create their longitudinal health records.”
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SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON WHO RECOGNITION FOR ASHA WORKERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Recognition very often goes to those at the top of the pecking order, and stays there. Credit
seldom trickles down to the worker at the bottom. The World Health Organization’s act of
recognising India’s ASHA (accredited social health activists) and the polio workers of
Afghanistan is an attempt to right that wrong. It is a rare, and commendable doffing of the hat for
workers at the very bottom of the rung, and gives credit where it is due. When WHO Director
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus announced the names of six Global Health Leader
awardees at the opening session of the World Health Assembly, over one million ASHAs and
eight volunteer polio workers found themselves being counted amidst people leading from the
front. The other awardees are Paul Farmer, co-founder of the NGO Partners in Health, Ahmed
Hankir, a British-Lebanese psychiatrist, Ludmila Sofia Oliveira Varela, a youth sports advocate,
and Yhei Sasakawa, WHO’s Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination. Dr. Tedros who
picks the awardees himself, said that the award recognises those who have made an
outstanding contribution to protecting and promoting health around the world, at a time when the
world is facing an unprecedented convergence of inequity, conflict, food insecurity, climate crisis
and a pandemic.
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The ASHAs were honoured for their “crucial role in linking the community with the health system,
to ensure those living in rural poverty can access primary health care services....” These
workers, all women, faced harassment and violence for their work during the pandemic, well
documented in the media. While the pandemic rewrote the rules, creating danger where mere
routine existed, it must be stressed that in general, their job, which takes them into difficult-toreach places and hostile communities, confers a measure of privations. Even as they contribute
to better health outcomes, this workforce continues to protest across the country, for better
remuneration, health benefits and permanent posts. The eight volunteer polio workers of
Afghanistan (four of them women) were shot and killed by gunmen in Takhar and Kunduz
provinces in February 2022. Their work was crucial in a country where wild polio virus type 1 is
still circulating, WHO recorded. Clearly, certain kinds of basic public health work are fraught with
perils in several continents across the world. It is the duty of the governmental agencies that
employ them to ensure their welfare, safety and security. While cheerleading about the award is
rightfully reaching a crescendo, what matters is how the Indian government serves its last mile
health workers who are its feet on the ground, once the dust raised by their unexpected
recognition has settled down.
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MEITY HOLDS BRAINSTORMING WITH RESEARCHERS
& STARTUPS TO SHAPE STRATEGY FOR DIGITAL
INDIA BHASHINI - INDIA’S AI LED LANGUAGE
TRANSLATION PLATFORM
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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“We see the role of Startups in the Innovation, Development as well as Consumption of
Technology”, said Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Minister of State for Electronics and Information
Technology and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, while speaking to 73 Startups in the
field of Artificial Intelligence and language technology in a brainstorming session organized by
MeiTY on Mission Digital India BHASHINI - [BHASHa INterface for India] - the National
Language Translation Mission (NLTM).
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“It is an important part of Narendra Modi ji’s vision for opportunities for India’s youth &
connecting all Indians. Whereas BharatNet & 5G shall catalyze the ‘connecting all Indians’ to
Internet goal, initiatives like Bhashini shall ensure that the citizens consume the internet and
Digital Government service in their own languages”, he added.
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A Bhashini Platform will make Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Natural Language Processing (NLP)
resources available to MSMEs, Startups and Individual Innovators in the public domain. This
mission aims to empower Indian citizens by connecting them to the Digital Initiatives of the
country in their own language thereby leading to digital inclusion. The Bhashini platform is
interoperable and will catalyze the entire Digital Ecosystem. It is a giant step to realize the goal
of Digital Government.
Mission will create and nurture an ecosystem involving Central/State government agencies and
start-ups, working together to develop and deploy innovative products and services in Indian
languages. To encourage participation of startups, a brainstorming conference was held on 24th
May 2022 through video conferencing. Prominent startups that are working in the Indian
Language domain participated in the conference.
Mission Digital India Bhashini also aims to increase the content in Indian languages on the
Internet substantially in the domains of public interest, particularly, governance-and-policy,
science & technology, etc. , thus will encourage citizens to use the Internet in their own
language.
Multi-linguality presents a major opportunity to startups for developing innovative solutions and
products that can cater to all Indian citizens irrespective of the language they know. Enabling
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access to knowledge resources, and digital empowerment of the citizens is of high priority to
achieve the goals of Digital India. Hon’ble MoS shared his wish to “digitally connect all Indians
and facilitate their digital inclusion leveraging AI/NLP by transcending language barriers around
the Internet”. He also said that “Startups are an important part of our Digital ecosystem and will
be supported for developing India-specific and Indian Languages enabled IT solutions through
Mission Digital India Bhashini.”
“I hope this may lead to more number of AI/Language based startups & ultimately Unicorns”, he
added.
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The Minister also remarked that Initiatives arising out of the confluence of AI techniques and
NLP, such as the development of speech and text translation techniques, will increase the reach
of governance. As public websites become multilingual and interactive, the reach of public
welfare schemes will also increase. He also emphasized the important role of startups in
technological innovation in our ecosystem and appealed to startups to join hands with the
government and work in the Mission Digital India Bhashini to break the language barrier.
Startups also shared their views on how they can actively engage with and participate in the
Mission to help the Government realize the objectives of the Mission.
*******
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“We see the role of Startups in the Innovation, Development as well as Consumption of
Technology”, said Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Minister of State for Electronics and Information
Technology and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, while speaking to 73 Startups in the
field of Artificial Intelligence and language technology in a brainstorming session organized by
MeiTY on Mission Digital India BHASHINI - [BHASHa INterface for India] - the National
Language Translation Mission (NLTM).
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“It is an important part of Narendra Modi ji’s vision for opportunities for India’s youth &
connecting all Indians. Whereas BharatNet & 5G shall catalyze the ‘connecting all Indians’ to
Internet goal, initiatives like Bhashini shall ensure that the citizens consume the internet and
Digital Government service in their own languages”, he added.
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A Bhashini Platform will make Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Natural Language Processing (NLP)
resources available to MSMEs, Startups and Individual Innovators in the public domain. This
mission aims to empower Indian citizens by connecting them to the Digital Initiatives of the
country in their own language thereby leading to digital inclusion. The Bhashini platform is
interoperable and will catalyze the entire Digital Ecosystem. It is a giant step to realize the goal
of Digital Government.
Mission will create and nurture an ecosystem involving Central/State government agencies and
start-ups, working together to develop and deploy innovative products and services in Indian
languages. To encourage participation of startups, a brainstorming conference was held on 24th
May 2022 through video conferencing. Prominent startups that are working in the Indian
Language domain participated in the conference.
Mission Digital India Bhashini also aims to increase the content in Indian languages on the
Internet substantially in the domains of public interest, particularly, governance-and-policy,
science & technology, etc. , thus will encourage citizens to use the Internet in their own
language.
Multi-linguality presents a major opportunity to startups for developing innovative solutions and
products that can cater to all Indian citizens irrespective of the language they know. Enabling
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access to knowledge resources, and digital empowerment of the citizens is of high priority to
achieve the goals of Digital India. Hon’ble MoS shared his wish to “digitally connect all Indians
and facilitate their digital inclusion leveraging AI/NLP by transcending language barriers around
the Internet”. He also said that “Startups are an important part of our Digital ecosystem and will
be supported for developing India-specific and Indian Languages enabled IT solutions through
Mission Digital India Bhashini.”
“I hope this may lead to more number of AI/Language based startups & ultimately Unicorns”, he
added.
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The Minister also remarked that Initiatives arising out of the confluence of AI techniques and
NLP, such as the development of speech and text translation techniques, will increase the reach
of governance. As public websites become multilingual and interactive, the reach of public
welfare schemes will also increase. He also emphasized the important role of startups in
technological innovation in our ecosystem and appealed to startups to join hands with the
government and work in the Mission Digital India Bhashini to break the language barrier.
Startups also shared their views on how they can actively engage with and participate in the
Mission to help the Government realize the objectives of the Mission.
*******
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SECRETARY, MOHUA LAUNCHES SWACHH
SURVEKSHAN 2023 UNDER SWACHH BHARAT
MISSION URBAN 2.0, WITH THE THEME OF ‘WASTE TO
WEALTH’ FOR GARBAGE FREE CITIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Shri Manoj Joshi has launched
the eighth edition of Swachh Survekshan (SS) – SS 2023 under Swachh Bharat Mission Urban
2.0, in a virtual event here today. The event was attended by State Principal Secretaries - Urban
Development, State Mission Directors - Swachh Bharat Mission Urban, Municipal
Commissioners and Executive Officers from Cities. Designed with the theme of ‘Waste to
Wealth’ as its driving philosophy, SS 2023 is curated towards achieving circularity in waste
management. The survey would give priority to the principle of 3Rs – Reduce, Recycle and
Reuse.
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Speaking at the launch event, Shri Manoj Joshi said that the Swachh Survekshan has
developed into an inspiration tool, rather than being just an assessment tool. This largest survey
undertaken anywhere has brought about substantive changes at the ground level, with cities
performing well having sense of pride. He said that the Swachh Survekshan is not only for the
top performers, but is also important for the under-achievers, who must take steps to rise to the
occasion, and do the needful. Shri Joshi said that the parameters of the Swachh Survekshan
have been designed in such a manner, more so in the recent round, so as to nudge everyone to
move in a new direction, enabling all-round cleanliness, throughout the year. Emphasizing on
citizen’s feedback, the Secretary said free and frank feedback is of utmost importance, as
citizens residing anywhere in the country aspire and deserve clean environment.
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Over the years, Swachh Survekshan has emerged as the largest Urban sanitation survey in the
world. The seventh edition of Swachh Survekshan - ‘Azadi @ 75 Swachh Survekshan 2022’ was
a landmark Survekshan as it coincided with the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The SS 2022 survey
covered 4,355 cities, 85,860 wards, 2.12 lakhs locations visited, 5.5 lakhs documents assessed,
1.14 Crores citizen feedback recorded, 4.77 lakhs citizen validation undertaken, 23.38 lakhs
photos and videos collected as evidence and 17.24 lakhs data points collected. The SS 2022
survey has been completed and the results are under preparation.
It was observed that whenever the SS survey starts, there is enhanced level of activities
undertaken by the cities and cities are visibly cleaner during the months the survey is conducted.
Therefore, in SS 2023, the evaluation will be conducted in 4 phases, instead of 3 phases in
earlier editions and citizen validation and field assessment of processing facilities is being
introduced in the phase 3 also, in addition to phase 4.

The Prime Minister launched the Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0 on 1st October 2021, with a
vision of Garbage Free Cities. The theme of SS 2023, which is ‘Waste to Wealth’, is aligned to
SBMU 2.0’s commitment of promoting circularity in waste management, which is one of key
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objectives under the Mission. In SS 2023, additional weightage has been given to source
segregation of waste, enhancement of waste processing capacity of cities to match the waste
generation and reduction of waste going to the dumpsites. Indicators have been introduced with
additional weightage on emphasizing the need for phased reduction of plastic, plastic waste
processing, encourage waste to wonder parks and zero waste events.
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Ranking of Wards within the cities is also being promoted through Swachh Survekshan 2023.
The Mayors of the cities are being encouraged to participate in the ranking and felicitate the
cleanest wards. In addition to the above the cities would also be assessed on dedicated
indicators on the issues of ‘open urination’ (Yellow Spots) and ‘open spitting’ (Red Spots), being
faced by the cities. Further, this year MoHUA is also promoting cleaning of back lanes of the
residential and commercial areas.
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Swachh Survekshan was introduced by MoHUA in 2016 as a competitive framework to
encourage cities to improve the status of urban sanitation while encouraging large scale citizen
participation. Over the years Swachh Survekshan has been an enabler for Mission acceleration
in the cities. It has led to a healthy competition among cities to improve their performance on
sanitation parameters thereby improving sanitation services delivery to the citizens. The journey
that started in 2016 with only 73 cities with million plus population has grown manifold, with 434
cities in 2017, 4,203 cities in 2018, 4,237 cities in 2019, 4,242 cities in SS 2020, 4,320 cities in
SS 2021, and 4,355 cities in SS 2022, including 62 Cantonment Boards.
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Through the launch of SS 2023 with the theme of ‘Waste to Wealth’, the SBMU 2.0 reiterates its
commitment towards moving towards a circular economy in waste management while tapping
the immense scope of recovering value from waste.
For regular updates, please follow the Swachh Bharat Mission’s official website and
social media properties:
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Website: https://sbmurban.org/

Facebook: Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban | Twitter: @SwachhBharatGov
Instagram: sbm_urban | Youtube: Swachh Bharat Urban
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The Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Shri Manoj Joshi has launched
the eighth edition of Swachh Survekshan (SS) – SS 2023 under Swachh Bharat Mission Urban
2.0, in a virtual event here today. The event was attended by State Principal Secretaries - Urban
Development, State Mission Directors - Swachh Bharat Mission Urban, Municipal
Commissioners and Executive Officers from Cities. Designed with the theme of ‘Waste to
Wealth’ as its driving philosophy, SS 2023 is curated towards achieving circularity in waste
management. The survey would give priority to the principle of 3Rs – Reduce, Recycle and
Reuse.
Speaking at the launch event, Shri Manoj Joshi said that the Swachh Survekshan has
developed into an inspiration tool, rather than being just an assessment tool. This largest survey
undertaken anywhere has brought about substantive changes at the ground level, with cities
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performing well having sense of pride. He said that the Swachh Survekshan is not only for the
top performers, but is also important for the under-achievers, who must take steps to rise to the
occasion, and do the needful. Shri Joshi said that the parameters of the Swachh Survekshan
have been designed in such a manner, more so in the recent round, so as to nudge everyone to
move in a new direction, enabling all-round cleanliness, throughout the year. Emphasizing on
citizen’s feedback, the Secretary said free and frank feedback is of utmost importance, as
citizens residing anywhere in the country aspire and deserve clean environment.
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Over the years, Swachh Survekshan has emerged as the largest Urban sanitation survey in the
world. The seventh edition of Swachh Survekshan - ‘Azadi @ 75 Swachh Survekshan 2022’ was
a landmark Survekshan as it coincided with the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The SS 2022 survey
covered 4,355 cities, 85,860 wards, 2.12 lakhs locations visited, 5.5 lakhs documents assessed,
1.14 Crores citizen feedback recorded, 4.77 lakhs citizen validation undertaken, 23.38 lakhs
photos and videos collected as evidence and 17.24 lakhs data points collected. The SS 2022
survey has been completed and the results are under preparation.
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It was observed that whenever the SS survey starts, there is enhanced level of activities
undertaken by the cities and cities are visibly cleaner during the months the survey is conducted.
Therefore, in SS 2023, the evaluation will be conducted in 4 phases, instead of 3 phases in
earlier editions and citizen validation and field assessment of processing facilities is being
introduced in the phase 3 also, in addition to phase 4.
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The Prime Minister launched the Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0 on 1st October 2021, with a
vision of Garbage Free Cities. The theme of SS 2023, which is ‘Waste to Wealth’, is aligned to
SBMU 2.0’s commitment of promoting circularity in waste management, which is one of key
objectives under the Mission. In SS 2023, additional weightage has been given to source
segregation of waste, enhancement of waste processing capacity of cities to match the waste
generation and reduction of waste going to the dumpsites. Indicators have been introduced with
additional weightage on emphasizing the need for phased reduction of plastic, plastic waste
processing, encourage waste to wonder parks and zero waste events.
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Ranking of Wards within the cities is also being promoted through Swachh Survekshan 2023.
The Mayors of the cities are being encouraged to participate in the ranking and felicitate the
cleanest wards. In addition to the above the cities would also be assessed on dedicated
indicators on the issues of ‘open urination’ (Yellow Spots) and ‘open spitting’ (Red Spots), being
faced by the cities. Further, this year MoHUA is also promoting cleaning of back lanes of the
residential and commercial areas.
Swachh Survekshan was introduced by MoHUA in 2016 as a competitive framework to
encourage cities to improve the status of urban sanitation while encouraging large scale citizen
participation. Over the years Swachh Survekshan has been an enabler for Mission acceleration
in the cities. It has led to a healthy competition among cities to improve their performance on
sanitation parameters thereby improving sanitation services delivery to the citizens. The journey
that started in 2016 with only 73 cities with million plus population has grown manifold, with 434
cities in 2017, 4,203 cities in 2018, 4,237 cities in 2019, 4,242 cities in SS 2020, 4,320 cities in
SS 2021, and 4,355 cities in SS 2022, including 62 Cantonment Boards.
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Through the launch of SS 2023 with the theme of ‘Waste to Wealth’, the SBMU 2.0 reiterates its
commitment towards moving towards a circular economy in waste management while tapping
the immense scope of recovering value from waste.
For regular updates, please follow the Swachh Bharat Mission’s official website and
social media properties:
Website: https://sbmurban.org/
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Instagram: sbm_urban | Youtube: Swachh Bharat Urban
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Facebook: Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban | Twitter: @SwachhBharatGov
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INDIA MUST SHIFT THE DISCOURSE ON ABORTION
RIGHTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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‘The acceptance of abortion in Indian society is situated in the context of population control and
family planning’ | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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As two women public health practitioners who have studied and worked in India and the United
States, we voice our solidarity with women in both countries at this precarious moment for
abortion rights.
Our public health journeys started with witnessing maternal deaths in India. One of us, on her
first clinical rotation, saw a woman die of sepsis, infection in the blood, due to an unsafe
backstreet abortion. And the other, during her rural health internship in Uttar Pradesh, witnessed
a pregnant woman die on a wooden hand-pulled cart because she was unable to reach the
hospital in time. The images of these two women with their swollen abdomen and pale, dying
faces still haunt us, as we reflect on the privileges we enjoy as women belonging to a certain
class and caste in India.
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Women, pregnant people and transgender persons in India struggle every day to exert their
choice about birthing and their bodily autonomy. Yet, despite this bleak reality, netizens on
social media in India claim that the country is more progressive than the U.S. on abortion rights
because we have the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 (“MTP Act”). Such a selfcongratulatory attitude is neither in good faith nor is it factually correct.
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According to the World Health Organization, six out of 10 of all unintended pregnancies end in
an induced abortion. Around 45% of all abortions are unsafe, almost all of which (97%) take
place in developing countries. As per a nationally representative study published in PLOS One
journal in 2014, abortions account for 10% of maternal deaths in India.
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The recent round of the National Family Health Survey 2019-2021, shows that 3% of all
pregnancies in India result in abortion. More than half (53%) of abortions in India are performed
in the private sector, whereas only 20% are performed in the public sector — partly because
public facilities often lack abortion services. More than a quarter of abortions (27%) are
performed by the woman herself at home.
In another a fact-finding study published in The Lancet in 2018, 73% of all abortions in India in
2015 were medication abortions, and even though these may have been safe — many of these
are illegal as per the MTP Act, if they occur without the approval of a registered medical
practitioner. Another 5% of all abortions were outside of health facilities with methods other than
medication abortion. These risky abortions are performed by untrained people under unhygienic
conditions using damaging methods such as insertion of objects, ingestion of various
substances, abdominal pressure, etc. A recent study found that sex-selective abortions in India
could lead to 6.8 million fewer girls being born between 2017 to 2030.
Many may be unaware of these disturbing statistics and facts. But we all know of at least one
adolescent girl among our family or friends or networks who had to travel to another city in order
to find a ‘non-judgmental’ obstetrician or who had to arrange money to access abortion in the
private sector. Or, we may have heard of someone who has aborted a female foetus because
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the family wanted a son; or know of a mother who escaped the pressure of such forced abortion
because she did not want to lose her pregnancy.
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The MTP Act, first enacted in 1971 and then amended in 2021, certainly makes ‘medical
termination of pregnancy’ legal in India under specific conditions. However, this Act is framed
from a legal standpoint to primarily protect medical practitioners because under the Indian Penal
Code, “induced miscarriage” is a criminal offence. This premise points to a lack of choice and
bodily autonomy of women and rests the decision of abortion solely on the doctor’s opinion. The
MTP Act also only mentions ‘pregnant woman’, thus failing to recognise that transgender
persons and others who do not identify as women can become pregnant.
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Moreover, the acceptance of abortion in Indian society is situated in the context of population
control and family planning. But, most importantly, after more than 50 years of the MTP Act,
women and transgender persons face major obstacles in accessing safe abortion care.
Editorial | A small step: On medical termination of pregnancy law amendments
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These are seven examples: First, they may not even be aware that abortion is legal or know
where to obtain one safely; second, since the MTP Act does not recognise abortion as a choice,
they need the approval of medical professionals even in the first few weeks of the pregnancy;
third, unmarried and transgender people continue to face stigma and can be turned away from
health facilities, forcing them to resort to unsafe care; fourth, mandatory reporting requirements
under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Bill (POCSO), 2011 law against child
sexual offences, impact privacy and hinder access of adolescents to safe abortion services; fifth,
many are still coerced into agreeing to a permanent or long-term contraceptive method as a
prerequisite for getting abortion services; sixth, health-care providers may impose their own
morality by insisting on ‘husbands’ or ‘parental’ consent for abortion. Even women seeking
abortion care in health facilities are often mistreated and not provided medications for pain relief;
seventh, despite laws prohibiting sex determination, the illegal practice persists. The
mushrooming of unregulated ultrasound clinics in India continues to facilitate the illegal practice
of sex determination, resulting in unsafe abortions and female foeticide.
It is a testament to class and caste divides when netizens talk of being ‘progressive’ when, 50
years after the MTP Act, women continue to die due to unsafe abortions. Passing one law and
assuming the job is done is far from “progressive” when so many face a lack of access, systemic
barriers, social norms and cultural preferences, and even criminal liability.
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There is an urgent need in our country to shift the discourse on abortions from just being a
family planning and maternal health issue to one of a sexual health and reproductive rights
issue. The situation in India shows that one law alone is insufficient and we must raise the bar
on reproductive justice. We must improve our health systems to ensure good quality and
respectful abortion care. As the focus on abortion rights in the U.S. rages, we call upon all to self
reflect and to stand in solidarity with people in the U.S. and other places where reproductive
rights are in jeopardy. Reproductive injustice anywhere is a threat to the lives of people
everywhere.
Dr. Sonali Vaid (@sonalivaid) is a physician and a public health professional. She is the founder
of Incluve Labs, an organization working to improve the quality and safety of health care. She is
a graduate of Harvard T. Chan School of Public Health and is an Aspen New Voices Fellow. Dr.
Sumegha Asthana (@sumeghaasthana) is a physician and health systems researcher. She is
currently a postdoctoral researcher at Georgetown University. She holds honorary positions at
the Institute for Public Health Bengaluru, India and Queen Mary University, London. She is the
co-founder of the India chapter of Women in Global Health
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PRESIDENT OF INDIA TO INAUGURATE NATIONAL
WOMEN LEGISLATORS CONFERENCE 2022
TOMORROW IN THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Pressure Groups, Other Formal-Informal Associations and their role
in the Polity
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The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind will leave for the visit of three states – Kerala,
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh this evening (May 25, 2022). He will return Delhi on May 29,
2022.
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On May 26, 2022, the President will inaugurate the National Women Legislators’ Conference2022, being organized by the Kerala Legislative Assembly in Thiruvananthapuram.
On May 27, 2022, the President will grace the 125th year celebrations of Kai. Smt. Laxmibai
Dagadusheth Halwai Datta Mandir Trust in Pune, Maharashtra.
On May 28, 2022, the President will address a function ‘One-Nation – One Health System is the
need of Hour’ being organized by the Arogya Bharati in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. On the same
day, he will also lay the foundation stone/ launch various health infrastructure projects of
Government of Madhya Pradesh in Bhopal.
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On May 29, 2022, the President will inaugurate the 59th Mahaadhiveshan of Akhil Bhartiya
Ayurved Mahasammelan at Ujjain.

*****
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The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind will leave for the visit of three states – Kerala,
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh this evening (May 25, 2022). He will return Delhi on May 29,
2022.
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On May 26, 2022, the President will inaugurate the National Women Legislators’ Conference2022, being organized by the Kerala Legislative Assembly in Thiruvananthapuram.
On May 27, 2022, the President will grace the 125th year celebrations of Kai. Smt. Laxmibai
Dagadusheth Halwai Datta Mandir Trust in Pune, Maharashtra.
On May 28, 2022, the President will address a function ‘One-Nation – One Health System is the
need of Hour’ being organized by the Arogya Bharati in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. On the same
day, he will also lay the foundation stone/ launch various health infrastructure projects of
Government of Madhya Pradesh in Bhopal.
On May 29, 2022, the President will inaugurate the 59th Mahaadhiveshan of Akhil Bhartiya
Ayurved Mahasammelan at Ujjain.
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THE HINDU EXPLAINS: HOW LITCHI TOXIN IS CAUSING
THE DEATHS OF UNDERNOURISHED CHILDREN IN
MUZAFFARPUR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Research suggests that a toxin found in litchi fruit that was responsible for causing the
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy. File photo
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The story so far: Acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur, Vaishali, Sheohar
and East Champaran districts has so far claimed the lives of over 100 children. More than 400
children with AES have been admitted to various hospitals. Most of the deaths have been
attributed to low blood sugar level (hypoglycaemia).
AES in short, it is a basket term used for referring to hospital, children with clinical neurological
manifestations which include mental confusion, disorientation, convulsion, delirium or coma.
Meningitis caused by virus or bacteria, encephalitis (mostly Japanese encephalitis) caused by
virus, encephalopathy, cerebral malaria, and scrub typhus caused by bacteria are collectively
called acute encephalitis syndrome.
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While microbes cause all the other conditions, encephalopathy is biochemical in origin, and
hence very different from the rest. There are different types of encephalopathy. In the present
case, the encephalopathy is associated with hypoglycaemia and hence called hypoglycaemic
encephalopathy.
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Yes. The two conditions show very different symptoms and clinical manifestations.
Fever on the first day is one of the symptoms of encephalitis before the brain dysfunction
begins. While fever is seen in children in the case of hypoglycaemic encephalopathy, fever is
always after the onset of brain dysfunction (actually due to the brain dysfunction). And not all
children exhibit fever. Some children have no fever, while others may have mild or very high
fever.

cr

The blood sugar level is usually normal in children with encephalitis but is low in children with
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy.
In the case of encephalitis, fever (due to virus infection) for a day or two is followed by the onset
of symptoms caused by the brain getting affected. However, in hypoglycaemic encephalopathy,
children go to bed without any illness but manifest symptoms such as vomiting, convulsion and
semi-consciousness early next morning (between 4 a.m. to 7 a.m.). At that time, the blood sugar
level is low, hence the name hypoglycaemic encephalopathy. The most important difference
between the two is the presence of white blood cells in the cerebrospinal fluid. In encephalitis,
there are more white blood cells per unit volume of cerebrospinal fluid, which is a reflection of
inflammation in the brain. In contrast, no increase in white blood cells is seen in hypoglycaemic
encephalopathy as there is no inflammation in the brain.
In a majority of cases, children died due to hypoglycaemic encephalopathy. According to a
Press Information Bureau (PIB) release (June 18) , hypoglycaemia (low blood sugar level) was
reported in a “high percentage” of children who died in Muzaffarpur. Unlike hypoglycaemic
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encephalopathy, encephalitis does not cause low blood sugar level so death in a high
percentage of children couldn’t have been due to encephalitis.
It is an observed fact that malnourished children between two to 10 years fall ill and die due to
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy. It is not known why older children or adults do not suffer the
same way. This clear discrimination by age is also a reason why the underlying cause of the
illness cannot be a virus. A virus does not discriminate by age, and children younger than two
years too are affected by Japanese encephalitis.
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It has also been documented that most of the children falling ill are from families camping in
orchards to harvest the fruits. These children tend to collect and eat the fruits that have fallen on
the ground.
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Hypoglycaemic encephalopathy outbreaks are restricted to April-July, with a peak seen in June.
This is because litchi is harvested during this period.
In 2012-2013, a two-member team headed by virologist Dr. T. Jacob John suspected, and
confirmed the next year, a toxin found in litchi fruit that was responsible for causing
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy. In 2017, an India-U.S. team confirmed the role of the toxin
called methylene cyclopropyl glycine (MCPG).
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Early morning, it is normal for blood sugar to dip after several hours of no food intake.
Undernourished children who had gone to sleep without a meal at night develop hypoglycaemia.
The brain needs normal levels of glucose in the blood. The liver is unable to supply the need. So
the alternate pathway of glucose synthesis, called fatty acid oxidation, is turned on. That
pathway is blocked by MCPG.
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Litchi does not cause any harm in well-nourished children, but only in undernourished children
who had eaten litchi fruit the previous day and gone to bed on an empty stomach.
In well-nourished children, reserve glucose is stored as glycogen (glucose polysaccharide) in the
liver. Whenever the glucose level goes down, glycogen is broken down into glucose and
circulated in the blood for use. But undernourished children lack sufficient glycogen reserve that
can be converted into glucose. Therefore, the natural mechanism in undernourished children is
unable to correct the glucose level in blood, leading to hypoglycaemia.
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Normally, when glycogen reserve in the liver is exhausted or is not sufficient, the body converts
the fatty acid (non-carbohydrate energy source) into glucose. But in the presence of the litchi
toxin, the conversion of fatty acid into glucose is stopped midway. As a result, no glucose is
generated and the low blood glucose level is not corrected by the body.
The toxin acts in two ways to harm the brain and even cause death. Because of the toxin, the
body’s natural mechanism to correct low blood glucose level is prevented thus leading to a drop
in fuel supply to the brain. This leads to drowsiness, disorientation and even unconsciousness.
When the toxin stops the fatty acid conversion into glucose midway, amino acids are released
which are toxic to brain cells. The amino acids cause brain cells to swell resulting in brain
oedema. As a result, children may suffer from convulsions, deepening coma and even death.
Yes, by making sure that undernourished children do not eat plenty of litchi fruit, ensuring that
they eat some food and not go to bed on an empty stomach. Since 2015, the prevention
strategy as recommended by Dr. Jacob John’s team has helped in sharply reducing the number
of deaths from hypoglycaemic encephalopathy in Muzaffarpur. In 2017, the India-U.S. team
published a paper corroborating these findings and recommendations.
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Yes, hypoglycaemic encephalopathy can be easily treated. A full and complete recovery can be
achieved if children with hypoglycaemic encephalopathy are infused with 10% dextrose within
four hours after the onset of symptoms.
Infusing 10% dextrose not only restores blood sugar to a safe level but also stops the production
of amino acid that is toxic to brain cells by shutting down the body’s attempt to convert fatty acid
into glucose.
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Together with dextrose infusion, infusing 3% saline solution helps in reducing oedema of the
brain cells. The concentration of ions in the fluid outside the brain cells becomes more than what
is inside the cell; this causes the fluid from the cells to come out thus reducing oedema and
damage to brain cells.
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Using 5% dextrose, as is the norm in cases of general low blood sugar level, may help children
with hypoglycaemic encephalopathy recover from hypoglycaemia, but the accumulation of
amino acid is not turned off. And so, even if children survive, they will have brain damage.
If dextrose infusion is not started within four hours after the onset of symptoms, the brain cells
may not recover but will die. As a result, even if they survive, children suffer from various
aspects of brain damage — speech getting affected, mental retardation, muscle
stiffness/weakness and so forth.
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APP-BASED ATTENDANCE HITS RURAL WORKERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

The app users complain that they face technical glitches and there is minimal support
available.File PhotoKIRAN BAKALE
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The Union government has made capturing of attendance through its app, National Mobile
Monitoring System, compulsory at worksites where 20 or more workers are employed under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS). The decision
comes despite many problems, including patchy Internet connectivity in rural areas and little or
no technical support.
The Rural Development Ministry had started the exercise on a pilot basis on May 21 last year.
Initially, the utilisation of application was to be voluntary, but from May 16 this year, it has been
made mandatory.
The Ministry’s directive claims that the app, which requires two time-stamped and geotagged
photographs of the workers in a day, encourages transparency and increases citizen oversight.

Women drop out
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Women employees, especially the supervisors or “work mates”, have faced the biggest setback
from the move.
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In a majority of cases, the employees’ families are averse to giving phones to women, especially
smartphones. Hence, many women have dropped out.
“We had mobilised close to 15,000 women to work at these sites but the mandatory capturing of
attendance through the app has led to their exclusion from the process. A majority of them do
not have phones and they have to depend on their husbands or other men in their families. So
essentially, we are on the reverse gear,” Nikhil Shenoy, associated with the Rajasthan
Asangathit Mazdoor Union, said.
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In the past one year, the Union government has resolved some critical issues. Under the
MGNREG Act, the workers can do time-bound or task-based work. The initial guidelines
required uploading of geotagged and time-stamped photographs of the workers around 11 a.m.
and another one after 2 p.m.
For task-based work, the workers had to stay back after 2 p.m. even if they had completed their
work in order to take the photograph to be eligible for the wages. This requirement has now
been suitably amended.
Technical glitches
There are other pitfalls that remain, primarily relating to technical glitches and minimal technical
support. Additional Chief Secretary of Rural Development L.K. Atheeq explained the issue.
“The app certainly brings transparency and that is appreciated. However, the speed of the
application and the strength of the server create troubles. Today, from Belgaum, we received
complaints that the workers were not able to upload the attendance which makes them anxious
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because the wages are directly connected to attendance,” he said.
The supervisors of the worksites are expected to have a smartphone with Internet connection.
According to officials from various States, there have been complaints from the mates that they
are not given added incentives to pay for the smartphones or Internet connections.
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There is minimal technical support. “Nobody at the village or even at the block level has any
clear solution to offer, in case the app doesn’t work or fails to upload a photograph. When we
ask for help, the only thing they tell us to delete and reload the app,” Karthik who works in the
Ajmer-Bhilwara area with the MNREGA workers said.
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LEARNING LOSS WILL DENT INDIA’S GDP: ADB
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of India, which is among the countries with the longest
school closures during the COVID-19 pandemic, will see the highest decline in South Asia due
to learning losses for the young, a new working paper published by the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has reckoned.
Starting with a $10.5 billion dent in 2023, the country’s economy could take a nearly $99 billion
hit by 2030, translating into a 3.19% reduction in GDP from the baseline growth trends,
according to the paper on ‘Potential Economic Impact of COVID-19 related School Closures’.
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Decline in jobs

India may thus account for over 10% of the global GDP decline of $943 billion estimated by the
ADB on account of earning losses in 2030, with jobs for skilled labour expected to decline by
1%, and unskilled labour by 2% that year.
“India has notable enrolment in secondary education and among students in rural areas.
Pandemic-induced school closures have also been more extensive there,” the paper noted.
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Economies with a significant population of schoolchildren and college-goers in rural areas and in
the poorest and second wealth quintile — have been the worst-hit as they lack access to stable
Internet connection needed to study online.
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Learning and earning losses are significant because a notable portion of the impacted
population will migrate to the unskilled labour force, the paper said. A large part of India’s work
force is constituted by unskilled labour — 408.4 million as per the ADB paper’s estimates,
compared to 72.65 million skilled workers. “In terms of absolute change, India experiences the
highest GDP decline in South Asia, at $98.84 billion in 2030,” the paper said.
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“School closures lead to declines in global GDP and employment. Moreover, the losses in global
GDP and employment increase over time. Declines in global GDP amount to 0.19% in 2024,
0.64% in 2028, and 1.11% in 2030,” concluded the paper co-authored by Spencer Cohen,
Sumathi Chakravarthy, Sindhu Bharathi, Badri Narayanan and Cyn-Young Park. India has
highest number of children enrolled in primary and secondary education among the Asian
economies covered in the paper, at 255.74 million. The number in tertiary education was second
only to China at 36.39 million, as per January 2022 data.
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SIGHTING THE FINISHING LINE IN MEASLES-RUBELLA
ELIMINATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

‘The MR vaccine is a combined product, targeting two diseases in one shot’ | Photo Credit:
Getty Images/iStockphoto
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Many would remember the school-based campaigns of measles-rubella (MR) vaccination of
children from 5 to 15 years, conducted in all States, in 2017. Success was good in a few States,
but not in others. School managements, teachers, children themselves and parents were not
informed of the basis of this new programme, which was a deviation from the past. There were
some unanswered questions: why was it up to 15 years while the Universal (childhood)
Immunisation Programme (UIP) covers only those up to five years? Why administer the rubella
vaccine that was not in the UIP list in 2017? Why should children who have had one dose of the
measles vaccine get another dose? Why are schools instead of health-care centres used for
vaccination?

ac
k

IA

The Government decided to eliminate measles and rubella from India by the year 2020 —
having missed the earlier set target of 2015. So, in 2017 there was an urgency to accelerate
efforts. The basic plan was to create a very high level of vaccination-induced immunity against
both diseases, by inoculating MR vaccine. To cover immunity gaps after one dose of measles
vaccine, a second dose was necessary. For epidemiological reasons (explained later), rubella
vaccination had to cover children up to 15 years. School registration and attendance are high in
all States and as a programme, it was easy to seize the opportunity to vaccinate children in
schools. We knew that the MR vaccine was safe from any serious adverse event following
vaccination/immunisation (AEFI); hence a school-based vaccination programme was very
convenient for all. These were all excellent reasons, but due to a lack of information given to the
public there was much anxiety —and even antipathy towards — in many places, about the
programme, in the minds of parents and school authorities.
The COVID-19 pandemic stole two years from the programme. So the MR elimination target
was re-set to 2023. Today, we are at the threshold of a new gargantuan project. We shall begin
at the beginning and explain the details for all concerned to be well informed.
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MR elimination is defined as zero transmission of measles and rubella viruses, evidenced by
zero clinical disease, sustained over three years. The two arms of intervention are vaccination
and surveillance. Surveillance helps identify places where either virus is still in transmission, so
that vaccination can be pinpointed there to stop further spread. Two doses of the MR vaccine
covering at least 95% children below five years — the first dose between nine and 11 months
and second dose ideally in the second year of life — should suffice. The disease is basically
fever plus a red rash on the skin. A fever-rash combination has several causes and a throat
swab, urine and/or blood sample are collected and tested in the laboratory for identifying
measles or rubella.
The ideal population-cum-administrative unit for efficiently implementing all activities towards
MR elimination is the district; the whole country reaches the finishing line when all 773 districts
achieve success. Clinical and laboratory surveillance and vaccination have to be sustained, as
either virus, especially measles virus, could be imported from outside; that should be
immediately detected and interrupted.
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Every district has excellent infrastructure to manage the UIP. If the administration, under the
active leadership of the District Magistrate or District Collector, activates the Task Force
mechanism overseeing the UIP that is managed by the District Immunisation Officer, the MR
elimination target can be reached within six to nine months from start. All districts in a State can
be galvanised by the State Government, and all States can be supported by the Immunisation
Division of the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
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Why should measles be eliminated? In the pre-vaccination era, while polio paralysed about 1%
of all children before the age of five, measles actually killed 1% of all under-five children. During
measles outbreaks, the case-fatality rate was about 10%-15%. Children who recovered would
have lost weight as well as the steady momentum of cognitive development and scholastic
performance. Measles affects the immune system rendering the child vulnerable to other
infectious diseases, leading to high mortality over the next two to three years. Indeed, there has
been much discussion among experts whether measles should have been targeted first for
global eradication instead of polio.
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Why should rubella be eliminated? The rubella virus is a slower transmitter and the risk of
rubella is extended from childhood through adolescence into the reproductive age range. In
most individuals, rubella infection is either without symptoms, or with a short fever and a skin
rash that is less pronounced than that of measles. Unfortunately, if a pregnant woman gets
infected, the virus has a tendency to cross the placenta and damage the developing fetus’s
eyes, brain, heart and other tissues. Affected babies are born with severe birth defects such as
cataracts, deafness, heart defects and developmental delay — this is ‘congenital rubella
syndrome’ (CRS). Fortunately, CRS is preventable with vaccination if given prior to pregnancy.
So, in the 2017 school-based vaccination campaign, 15 years was chosen to create immunity in
girls for assured future protection, and in boys to prevent community spread.
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There are special reasons why MR elimination could be achieved together. The MR vaccine is a
combined product, targeting two diseases in one shot. Fever and rash surveillance covers both
diseases. Measles elimination is of very high priority; piggy-backing rubella elimination is
opportunistic.
We are in May 2022, with 19 months available to achieve the target. In spite of the pandemic,
nationally, the UIP has maintained about 85% MR second dose coverage below five years.
Thus, we are in a take-off position to reach the finishing line by July-August 2023, still leaving
four to five months of buffer time to patch up any “last minute” shortfalls and challenges.
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This project design is awaiting final approval by the Government of India. Using the cooperation
of parents, health-care personnel at all levels, opinion leaders, influencers, the media, nongovernmental organisations such as the Rotary and Lions, all can and must play a role in
making this district-by-district programme a story of success.
Dr. T. Jacob John is Co-Chair of the India Expert Advisory Group on MR elimination (IEAG MR).
Dr. Priya Abraham is Director, National Institute of Virology, Pune and Member, IEAG MR
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PM DEDICATES TO THE NATION AND LAYS
FOUNDATION STONE OF 11 PROJECTS WORTH OVER
RS 31,500 CRORE IN TAMIL NADU
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister expressed his happiness to be back in Tamil Nadu.
“It is always wonderful to be back in Tamil Nadu. This land is special. The people, culture and
language of this state are outstanding” he said at the outset. He said that someone or the other
from Tamil Nadu is always excelling. He recalled hosting the Deaflympics contingent and said
“this time it was India’s best performance in the tournament. Out of the 16 medals we have won,
youngsters from Tamil Nadu had a role in 6 of those medals”.
Further commenting on rich Tamil culture, the Prime MInister said “the Tamil language is eternal
and the Tamil culture is global. From Chennai to Canada, From Madurai to Malaysia, From
Namakkal to New York, From Salem to South Africa, The occasions of Pongal and Puthandu
are marked with great fervour”. He also informed that recently, at the Cannes Film Festival, son
of the great soil of Tamil Nadu and Union Minister Thiru L Murugan walked the Red Carpet in
traditional Tamil attire that made the Tamil people all over the world very proud.

ac
k

IA

He said that in the project inaugurated or laid the foundation stones of, a thrust on road
connectivity is visible. This is so as it is directly linked to economic prosperity. He said that
Bengaluru - Chennai Expressway will connect two major centers and 4 Lane double decker
elevated road connecting Chennai Port to Maduravoyal will make Chennai port more efficient
and decongest the city. The Prime Minister expressed his happiness that five railway stations
are being redeveloped. This modernisation and development is being done keeping in mind the
needs of the future. At the same time, it will merge with local art and culture. Madurai-Teni
Railway Gauge Conversion Project, he said, will help the farmers as it will give them new
markets.
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The Prime Minister congratulated all those getting houses as a part of the historic Chennai Light
House project under the PM-Awas Yojana. “This has been a very satisfying project as we
started a global change.. And in record time the first project has been realized and I am glad that
it is in Chennai”, he said.
The Prime Minister noted that the multi-modal logistic parks will be a paradigm shift in the freight
ecosystem of our country. Each of these projects across various sectors will boost job creation
and our resolve to be Atma Nirbhar, he said.
The Prime Minister said that history has taught us that those nations which gave topmost
importance to infrastructure made the transition from developing to developed countries. The
Government of India is fully focussed on building infrastructure that is top quality and
sustainable, he said referring to both physical and coastal infrastructure. We aim to achieve
Garib Kalyan. Our emphasis on social infrastructure indicates our emphasis on the principle of
‘Sarv Jan Hitaya and Sarv Jan Sukhaya’, he said. The Prime Minister said that his Government
is working to achieve saturation level coverage for key schemes. Take any sector - toilets,
housing, financial inclusion… we are working towards complete coverage. When this is done,
there is no scope for exclusion, he added.
The Prime Minister remarked that the government has gone beyond what is traditionally referred
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to as infrastructure. A few years ago, he said, infrastructure referred to roads, power and water.
Today we are working to expand India’s gas pipeline network. Work is happening on i-ways. It is
our vision to bring high speed internet to every village.
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The Prime Minister stressed that the Government of India is fully committed to further
popularising Tamil language and culture. In January this year, the new campus of Central
Institute of Classical Tamil was inaugurated in Chennai. The new campus is fully funded by the
Union Government. He added that the 'Subramania Bharati Chair' on Tamil Studies at Banaras
Hindu University was recently announced. He said that since BHU is located in his constituency,
the joy was extra special.
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The Prime Minister said Sri Lanka is passing through difficult times. I am sure you are
concerned with the developments there. As a close friend and neighbour, India is providing all
possible support to Sri Lanka. The Prime Minister recalled that he was the first Indian Prime
Minister to visit Jaffna. The Government of India is undertaking numerous projects to assist
Tamil people in Sri Lanka. These projects cover healthcare, transportation, housing and culture.
The Prime Minister concluded by reiterating the country’s collective resolve to fulfil the dreams of
our freedom fighters during the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
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The Prime Minister dedicated to the nation five projects worth over Rs 2960 crore. The 75 km
long Madurai-Teni (Railway Gauge Conversion Project), built at a project cost of over Rs. 500
crore, will facilitate access and give a boost to tourism in the region. The 30 km long third railway
line between Tambaram - Chengalpattu, built at a project cost of over Rs. 590 crore, will
facilitate running of more Suburban services, thus offering greater options and enhancing
comfort for the travellers. The 115 km long Ennore-Chengalpattu section and 271 km long
Thiruvallur-Bengaluru section of ETB PNMT natural gas pipeline, built at a project cost of around
Rs. 850 crore and Rs 910 crore respectively, will facilitate supply of natural gas to consumers as
well industries in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
The programme also witnessed inauguration of 1152 houses constructed as part of the
LightHouse Project - Chennai, built at a cost of Rs 116 crore under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Urban.
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The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of six projects, being built at a cost of over Rs.
28,540 crore. The 262 Km long Bengaluru - Chennai Expressway will be built at a cost of over
Rs. 14,870 crore. It will pass-through the states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
and help reduce travel time between Bengaluru and Chennai by 2-3 hours. The 4 Lane double
decker elevated road connecting Chennai Port to Maduravoyal (NH-4), of about 21 Km in length,
will be built at a cost of over Rs 5850 crore. It will facilitate round the clock approach of goods
vehicles to Chennai port. The 94 km long 4 lane Neraluru to Dharmapuri section of NH-844 and
31 km long 2 lane with paved shoulders of Meensurutti to Chidambaram section of NH-227,
being built at a cost of around Rs 3870 crore and Rs 720 respectively, will help provide
seamless connectivity in the region.
The foundation stones for redevelopment of five Railway stations: Chennai Egmore,
Rameswaram, Madurai, Katpadi and Kanyakumari, were also laid during the programme. This
project will be completed at a cost of over Rs. 1800 crore, and is being undertaken with a view to
enhance convenience and comfort of the passengers through provision of modern amenities.
The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of a Multi Modal Logistic Park at Chennai
worth around Rs. 1430 crore. It will provide seamless intermodal freight movement and also
offer multiple functionalities.
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It is always wonderful to be back in Tamil Nadu!
This land is special.
The people, culture and language of this state are outstanding: PM @narendramodi
Just recently I hosted the Indian Deaflympics contingent at my residence.
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You would be aware that this time it was India’s best performance in the tournament.
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But do you know that out of the 16 medals we have won, youngsters from Tamil Nadu had a role
in 6 of those medals: PM
The Tamil language is eternal and the Tamil culture is global.
From Chennai to Canada,
From Madurai to Malaysia,
From Namakkal to New York,
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From Salem to South Africa,

The occasions of Pongal and Puthandu are marked with great fervour: PM @narendramodi
I am particularly happy that five railway stations are being redeveloped.
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This modernisation and development is being done keeping in mind the needs of the future.
At the same time, it will merge with local art and culture: PM @narendramodi in Chennai
I would like to congratulate all those who will be getting houses as a part of the historic Chennai
Light House project under the PM-Awas Yojana.
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This has been a very satisfying project for us: PM @narendramodi
Multi-modal logistic parks will be a paradigm shift in freight ecosystem of our country.
Each of these projects across various sectors will boost job creation and our resolve to be
Aatmanirbhar: PM @narendramodi
History has taught us that those nations which gave topmost importance to infrastructure made
the transition from developing to developed countries.
The Government of India is fully focussed on building infrastructure that is top quality and
sustainable: PM @narendramodi
Our Government is working to achieve saturation level coverage for key schemes.
Take any sector - toilets, housing, financial inclusion… we are working towards complete
coverage: PM @narendramodi
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A few years ago, infrastructure referred to roads, power and water.
Today we are working to expand India’s gas pipeline network.
Work is happening on i-ways. It is our vision to take high speed internet to every village: PM
@narendramodi
The Government of India is fully committed to further popularising Tamil language and culture.
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In January this year, the new campus of Central Institute of Classical Tamil was inaugurated in
Chennai. The new campus is fully funded by the Union Government: PM @narendramodi
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A 'Subramania Bharati Chair' on Tamil Studies at Banaras Hindu University was recently
announced.
Since BHU is located in my constituency, the joy was extra special: PM @narendramodi in
Chennai
Sri Lanka is passing through difficult times. I am sure you are concerned with the developments
there.
As a close friend and neighbour, India is providing all possible support to Sri Lanka: PM
@narendramodi
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister expressed his happiness to be back in Tamil Nadu.
“It is always wonderful to be back in Tamil Nadu. This land is special. The people, culture and
language of this state are outstanding” he said at the outset. He said that someone or the other
from Tamil Nadu is always excelling. He recalled hosting the Deaflympics contingent and said
“this time it was India’s best performance in the tournament. Out of the 16 medals we have won,
youngsters from Tamil Nadu had a role in 6 of those medals”.
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Further commenting on rich Tamil culture, the Prime MInister said “the Tamil language is eternal
and the Tamil culture is global. From Chennai to Canada, From Madurai to Malaysia, From
Namakkal to New York, From Salem to South Africa, The occasions of Pongal and Puthandu
are marked with great fervour”. He also informed that recently, at the Cannes Film Festival, son
of the great soil of Tamil Nadu and Union Minister Thiru L Murugan walked the Red Carpet in
traditional Tamil attire that made the Tamil people all over the world very proud.
He said that in the project inaugurated or laid the foundation stones of, a thrust on road
connectivity is visible. This is so as it is directly linked to economic prosperity. He said that
Bengaluru - Chennai Expressway will connect two major centers and 4 Lane double decker
elevated road connecting Chennai Port to Maduravoyal will make Chennai port more efficient
and decongest the city. The Prime Minister expressed his happiness that five railway stations
are being redeveloped. This modernisation and development is being done keeping in mind the
needs of the future. At the same time, it will merge with local art and culture. Madurai-Teni
Railway Gauge Conversion Project, he said, will help the farmers as it will give them new
markets.
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The Prime Minister congratulated all those getting houses as a part of the historic Chennai Light
House project under the PM-Awas Yojana. “This has been a very satisfying project as we
started a global change.. And in record time the first project has been realized and I am glad that
it is in Chennai”, he said.
The Prime Minister noted that the multi-modal logistic parks will be a paradigm shift in the freight
ecosystem of our country. Each of these projects across various sectors will boost job creation
and our resolve to be Atma Nirbhar, he said.
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The Prime Minister said that history has taught us that those nations which gave topmost
importance to infrastructure made the transition from developing to developed countries. The
Government of India is fully focussed on building infrastructure that is top quality and
sustainable, he said referring to both physical and coastal infrastructure. We aim to achieve
Garib Kalyan. Our emphasis on social infrastructure indicates our emphasis on the principle of
‘Sarv Jan Hitaya and Sarv Jan Sukhaya’, he said. The Prime Minister said that his Government
is working to achieve saturation level coverage for key schemes. Take any sector - toilets,
housing, financial inclusion… we are working towards complete coverage. When this is done,
there is no scope for exclusion, he added.
The Prime Minister remarked that the government has gone beyond what is traditionally referred
to as infrastructure. A few years ago, he said, infrastructure referred to roads, power and water.
Today we are working to expand India’s gas pipeline network. Work is happening on i-ways. It is
our vision to bring high speed internet to every village.
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The Prime Minister stressed that the Government of India is fully committed to further
popularising Tamil language and culture. In January this year, the new campus of Central
Institute of Classical Tamil was inaugurated in Chennai. The new campus is fully funded by the
Union Government. He added that the 'Subramania Bharati Chair' on Tamil Studies at Banaras
Hindu University was recently announced. He said that since BHU is located in his constituency,
the joy was extra special.
The Prime Minister said Sri Lanka is passing through difficult times. I am sure you are
concerned with the developments there. As a close friend and neighbour, India is providing all
possible support to Sri Lanka. The Prime Minister recalled that he was the first Indian Prime
Minister to visit Jaffna. The Government of India is undertaking numerous projects to assist
Tamil people in Sri Lanka. These projects cover healthcare, transportation, housing and culture.
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The Prime Minister concluded by reiterating the country’s collective resolve to fulfil the dreams of
our freedom fighters during the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
The Prime Minister dedicated to the nation five projects worth over Rs 2960 crore. The 75 km
long Madurai-Teni (Railway Gauge Conversion Project), built at a project cost of over Rs. 500
crore, will facilitate access and give a boost to tourism in the region. The 30 km long third railway
line between Tambaram - Chengalpattu, built at a project cost of over Rs. 590 crore, will
facilitate running of more Suburban services, thus offering greater options and enhancing
comfort for the travellers. The 115 km long Ennore-Chengalpattu section and 271 km long
Thiruvallur-Bengaluru section of ETB PNMT natural gas pipeline, built at a project cost of around
Rs. 850 crore and Rs 910 crore respectively, will facilitate supply of natural gas to consumers as
well industries in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
The programme also witnessed inauguration of 1152 houses constructed as part of the
LightHouse Project - Chennai, built at a cost of Rs 116 crore under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Urban.
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The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of six projects, being built at a cost of over Rs.
28,540 crore. The 262 Km long Bengaluru - Chennai Expressway will be built at a cost of over
Rs. 14,870 crore. It will pass-through the states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
and help reduce travel time between Bengaluru and Chennai by 2-3 hours. The 4 Lane double
decker elevated road connecting Chennai Port to Maduravoyal (NH-4), of about 21 Km in length,
will be built at a cost of over Rs 5850 crore. It will facilitate round the clock approach of goods
vehicles to Chennai port. The 94 km long 4 lane Neraluru to Dharmapuri section of NH-844 and
31 km long 2 lane with paved shoulders of Meensurutti to Chidambaram section of NH-227,
being built at a cost of around Rs 3870 crore and Rs 720 respectively, will help provide
seamless connectivity in the region.
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The foundation stones for redevelopment of five Railway stations: Chennai Egmore,
Rameswaram, Madurai, Katpadi and Kanyakumari, were also laid during the programme. This
project will be completed at a cost of over Rs. 1800 crore, and is being undertaken with a view to
enhance convenience and comfort of the passengers through provision of modern amenities.
The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of a Multi Modal Logistic Park at Chennai
worth around Rs. 1430 crore. It will provide seamless intermodal freight movement and also
offer multiple functionalities.

It is always wonderful to be back in Tamil Nadu!

IA

This land is special.

The people, culture and language of this state are outstanding: PM @narendramodi
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Just recently I hosted the Indian Deaflympics contingent at my residence.
You would be aware that this time it was India’s best performance in the tournament.
But do you know that out of the 16 medals we have won, youngsters from Tamil Nadu had a role
in 6 of those medals: PM
The Tamil language is eternal and the Tamil culture is global.
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From Chennai to Canada,

From Madurai to Malaysia,
From Namakkal to New York,
From Salem to South Africa,
The occasions of Pongal and Puthandu are marked with great fervour: PM @narendramodi
I am particularly happy that five railway stations are being redeveloped.
This modernisation and development is being done keeping in mind the needs of the future.
At the same time, it will merge with local art and culture: PM @narendramodi in Chennai
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I would like to congratulate all those who will be getting houses as a part of the historic Chennai
Light House project under the PM-Awas Yojana.
This has been a very satisfying project for us: PM @narendramodi
Multi-modal logistic parks will be a paradigm shift in freight ecosystem of our country.
Each of these projects across various sectors will boost job creation and our resolve to be
Aatmanirbhar: PM @narendramodi
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History has taught us that those nations which gave topmost importance to infrastructure made
the transition from developing to developed countries.
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The Government of India is fully focussed on building infrastructure that is top quality and
sustainable: PM @narendramodi
Our Government is working to achieve saturation level coverage for key schemes.
Take any sector - toilets, housing, financial inclusion… we are working towards complete
coverage: PM @narendramodi
A few years ago, infrastructure referred to roads, power and water.
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Today we are working to expand India’s gas pipeline network.

Work is happening on i-ways. It is our vision to take high speed internet to every village: PM
@narendramodi
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The Government of India is fully committed to further popularising Tamil language and culture.
In January this year, the new campus of Central Institute of Classical Tamil was inaugurated in
Chennai. The new campus is fully funded by the Union Government: PM @narendramodi
A 'Subramania Bharati Chair' on Tamil Studies at Banaras Hindu University was recently
announced.
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Since BHU is located in my constituency, the joy was extra special: PM @narendramodi in
Chennai
Sri Lanka is passing through difficult times. I am sure you are concerned with the developments
there.
As a close friend and neighbour, India is providing all possible support to Sri Lanka: PM
@narendramodi
***
DS/AK
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IN FIRST YEAR OF LOCKDOWN, MORE DIED OF
OTHER RESPIRATORY DISEASES THAN COVID-19
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A view of the Governement Kilpauk Medical College Hospital, in Chennai. File | Photo Credit: B.
Jothi Ramalingam
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The first year of COVID-19 lockdown saw the highest incidences of persons dying of respiratory
illnesses in a decade, the 2020 report on medical certification of cause of death (MCCD)
compiled by the Registrar General of India (RGI) says. In 2020, as many as 1,81,160 deaths
occurred due to respiratory diseases such as pneumonia, asthma and bronchitis, higher than
1,52,311 such deaths reported in 2019.
The certified deaths are other than those caused by COVID-19 virus, also a respiratory disease
that has been separately recorded in the report as “Deaths reported under Codes for Special
Purposes (Covid 19 Deaths).” At 1,60,618 deaths, the report said that this newly introduced
major group is the third leading cause group recording 8.9 % of the totalmedically certified
deaths at national level. The Union Health Ministry, however reported 1.49 lakh COVID-19
deaths in 2020.
The total number of deaths, from all causes, in 2020 was 81.2 lakh.
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The recent World Health Organisation’s (WHO) report on excess mortality rate due to Covid-19
notes that India’s official death toll is an undercount. The report pegged India’s excess mortality
(people who probably would not have died if there was no pandemic) for 2020 and 2021 at 47.4
lakh. These are the highest, by far, for any country and comprise nearly a third of the 15 million
such deaths globally.
The Health Ministry, while questioning and objecting to the methodology used by WHO to arrive
at its figures, maintained that India officially estimated 4.8 lakh cumulative deaths linked to
COVID-19 as of December 2021, which would mean that the WHO estimate is almost 10 times
the government count. As of May, India’s official COVID-19 death toll is 5.2 lakh.
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Excess mortality includes deaths associated with COVID-19 directly (due to the disease) or
indirectly (due to the pandemic’s impact on health systems and society).
India earlier this month released birth and death registration data from 2020 that reported 4.75
lakh excess deaths from all causes in 2020 over 2019. This Civil Registration System (CRS)
data only counts deaths registered and doesn’t break down causes of death. The WHO, on the
other hand, has estimated nearly 8.2 lakh excess deaths from all causes
According to the MCCD report. those above 70 years were the worst affected by the respiratory
diseases accounting for the highest incidences of deaths- 47,292 deaths or 29.4 % of total
registered medically certified deaths. This was followed by 55-64 years reporting 23.9 % deaths,
the age group 65-69, having class interval of only 5 years also reported significant number of
deaths- 14.5 %, the report said. “The major number of deaths is concentrated in the age group
of 45 years and above constituting 82.7 % of total deaths in the group,” the report said.
The report on MCCD-2020, is based upon 18,11,688 total medically certified deaths. As per
annual Report on Vital Statistics of India based on Civil Registration System, 2020, the number

Page 108
of registered deaths at national level is 81,15,882.
The report said that medically certified deaths account for 22.5 % of total registered deaths at
national level but after taking into consideration, any kind of medical attention received by the
deceased at the time of terminal illness, it increased to 54.6 %.
Around 5.7 % of total medically certified death has been reported in infants.
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“Certain Infectious and Parasitic Diseases,” mainly constituted by septicemia and tuberculosis
accounted for 7.1% of total medically certified deaths. At 62,759 deaths, septicemia accounted
for 3.5 % of the total such deaths while 29,421 people died of tuberculosis.
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Maximum number of people died of diseases of circulatory system” comprising diseases of
pulmonary circulation and others forms of heart diseases. Nearly 5.8 lakh deaths or 32% deaths
were due to pulmonary or hearth diseases.
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DISABILITY AND THE BARRIERS TO FEMININE
HYGIENE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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‘Certain groups have been overlooked thus far, including girls and women with disabilities, who
face an exceptional burden on account of the intersections between gender and disability’ |
Photo Credit: Getty Images
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In the past decade, significant progress has been made in India by government and nongovernmental actors with regard to menstrual health and hygiene management (MHHM).
Increased awareness about MHHM, enhanced access to female friendly/gender appropriate
sanitation facilities and availability of menstrual products, in particular sanitary pads, are some of
the visible outcomes of this progress. However, certain groups have been overlooked thus far,
including girls and women with disabilities, who face an exceptional burden on account of the
intersections between gender and disability.
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According to Census 2011, nearly 27 million persons (or 2.2% of the Indian population) are
disabled. The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 specifies that a person with
disabilities has “long term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairment which, in
interaction with barriers, hinders [her]/his full and effective participation in society equally with
others”. Persons with disability are unable to fully participate in many areas of daily life or may
be excluded from doing so as a consequence of impairments/societal barriers or socio-cultural
attitudes.
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The 2016 Act, while stipulating the rights and entitlements of persons with disability, recognised
that women and children are particularly vulnerable, and that certain rights, such as reproductive
rights, may be even more neglected or disregarded as compared to others. Despite the intent of
the Act and its provisions, the realisation of rights and entitlements of persons with disability is
poor, especially for those from socially and economically vulnerable groups. In India, girls and
women with disabilities from poor households and marginalised communities, bear a triple
burden that exacerbates their vulnerabilities.
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Deeply embedded prejudices and misconceptions about the reproductive anatomy and abilities
of persons with disability result in their being considered asexual, unsuitable for marriage, and
incapable of having and raising children. Access to sexual and reproductive health information
and services are in turn compromised because of these social and physical barriers. Several
studies bear testimony to this, and reveal that persons with disability are more likely to be denied
information about sexual and reproductive health as compared to those without disabilities. Field
experiences reveal compromised menstrual health, a basic physiological aspect of sexual and
reproductive health, among persons with disability.
For a vast majority of women and girls and persons with gender diverse identities, menstruation
is more than a mere physiological process due to preconceived notions about menstruators and
menstrual blood being impure or dirty. Economic and structural factors create additional hurdles
to hygiene management, good health, and health-seeking behaviours. Constraints imposed by
limited mobility, cognitive capacities and self-care pose even greater challenges for girls and
women with disabilities.
The United Nations Population Fund and WaterAid India are working together to understand the
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key challenges and constraints faced by persons with disability with regard to menstrual health
and hygiene. The aim is to identify simple and potentially scalable solutions based on insights
from individuals and organisations working with persons with disability across the country. There
are critical areas for improving the menstrual health of persons with disability that have
emerged. These include: Accessible and adapted Information, education and communication on
menstrual health and hygiene for persons with disability based on their differential needs and
capacities, and an enabling socio-cultural environment. For example, while the core messages
related to menstruation and menstrual hygiene are the same for all, the manner in which
information is communicated will vary depending on the type of disability and extent of
impairment. Tactile models accompanied by audio explanations can help people with visual
impairment, whereas the same models accompanied by materials with clear step-by-step visuals
are useful for people with hearing impairments.
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The second is appropriate and safe menstrual products and hygiene promotion. Fewer than twothirds of girls and women with disabilities aged between 15 to 24 years use hygienic menstrual
protection methods (National Family Health Survey 2019-20). Thus, persons with disability and
caregivers need to be educated on the diverse range of products available to enable them to
choose the most appropriate product. Persons with intellectual impairments are highly sensitive
to materials and may require those that are soft to touch and cause less irritation. Persons with
mobility restrictions require products that can be worn for longer as changing them frequently
poses a challenge.
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The third is responsive and inclusive water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) facilities, including
disposal solutions in different settings. Accessible designs of WASH infrastructure for diverse
needs exist and have been created in rural and urban contexts in India and particularly in
schools, but need to be scaled up for wider coverage.
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The fourth is caregivers, both from within the family and institutions are vital for disability focused
interventions and must be included as both participants and partners. From a policy perspective,
there is a need to incorporate a disability-inclusive approach within the menstrual health and
hygiene work in the country and to implement specific disability focused interventions to facilitate
inclusion.
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Every menstruating person has the right to menstrual health, irrespective of their gender identity,
ability, or socio-economic status. While India has made significant progress busting stigmas
around menstrual health and expanding access to hygiene products, let us not leave anyone
behind. Let us raise the bar to ensure that all menstruating persons — abled or differently abled
— enjoy the same dignity and rights every month of the year.
V.K. Madhavan is Chief Executive, WaterAid India. Andrea Wojnar is UNFPA India
Representative and Country Director Bhutan
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MILLET FARMING IS ON AN EXPANSION MODE IN
KERALA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process
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Dosa with five varieties of millets and payasams cooked with millets are just two artisanal foods
on the menu of Millet Cafe at Pudur in Attappady taluk, Palakkad district. The four-month old
cafe, run by three tribal women, serves a variety of millet-based dishes.
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Millet Cafe run by Kudumbashree at Pudur, Attappady in Palakkad district. | Photo Credit:
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
The cafe is one of the many initiatives of Kudumbashree (the State Poverty Eradication Mission
of Kerala Government) to promote millet cultivation. Kudumbashree is also involved in the
manufacture of value-added products from millets in Attappady, which has, for long, been the
millet capital of Kerala, thanks to its tribal population. Kudumbashree has its own brand, Hill
Value, to market farm and forest produce cultivated by the tribals and the Millet Cafe is their
latest addition (see box).
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The success of millet farming in Attappady has motivated other districts in Kerala such as
Alappuzha. Last year, Cherthala South panchayat in the district, cultivated ragi (finger millet) on
over 250 acres spread across 22 wards. It was perhaps the first time that a millet variety was
grown on such a large scale in south Kerala.
The panchayat went for a second round of cultivation early this year, earned a good harvest and
is now all set for large-scale cultivation after the monsoon.
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All these years, much of the millet cultivation in Kerala has been concentrated in Attappady,
which is home to three tribal communities — Irulas, Mudugas and Kurumbas. Millets are integral
to their diet and in 2017-18 the Kerala Government launched the Millet Village scheme in
Attappady to support traditional agricultural practices of these communities. It was jointly
implemented by Department of Agriculture and Scheduled Tribes Development Department.
Idukki and Wayanad districts also have millet farms, mostly in tribal settlements.
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With the United Nations declaring 2023 as the International Year of Millets, they are back as a
superfood. Millets have high protein content, are resilient to climate variations, requires less
water for irrigation and is ready for harvest over a short period of time.
According to Rosmy George, agricultural officer with Krishi Bhavan, Cherthala South, it was the
success story of Attappady that inspired her and her team to try millet farming in their
panchayat. The cultivation was launched by clubbing it with Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), known colloquially as Thozhilurappu Padhathi. “The
women labourers had no other means of income because of the pandemic and lockdown. Under
MGNREGA they were assured of employment. Even though we were not sure if ragi would grow
in the sandy soil of this region, we went ahead with it. Households were also covered. It was
done by 220 MGNREGA groups, each consisting of 10 to 20 members. Since the lockdown was
in force, we could train them only through WhatsApp. We concentrated on ragi because it has a
better market. We had a good harvest of around 2.1 tonnes per hectare (2.47 acres),” says
Rosmy.
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She adds that the crop was successfully grown in the coastal wards as well. “These wards,
which lie close to the beach, are thickly populated and it is not possible to grow anything there
because the waves would wash them away. That didn’t happen with ragi and the fisherfolk were
enthused about growing it.”
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In the second phase, ragi was cultivated in 25 acres by individuals and groups and among them
were those who had a good harvest in the first round of cultivation. “In the first phase, our 20member group harvested over 300 kilograms from 1.5 acres,” says Rangabai, a resident from
the panchayat. “People came from across the district to buy ragi grains and we converted the
rest of it into flour. In the second round, farming was done by our eight-member agri group,
Haritha. Although we cultivated it on a small piece of land, we got over 170 kilograms. We are
now getting the land ready for another round of cultivation.”
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According to Remadevi S, also from the panchayat, ragi used to be grown in several households
many years ago since it was integral to the diet of new-born babies. “We grew it in the basins (
thadam) dug around coconut trees. That went out of practice eventually. So it was exciting to
return to that farming after so many years. We got around 96 kilograms and it was sold at 90 per
kilogram,” she says. The Krishi Bhavan also grew millets on their office premises along with
vegetables.
The plan is to increase the area under ragi cultivation in the next financial year, says Rosmy.
“We plan to involve 100 groups in this. Also, we are looking at making value-added products
from ragi other than the flour,” she adds.
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Millets are cultivated on 1,200 hectares over the two cropping seasons in Attappady. This
include farms managed by Department of Agriculture, Kudumbashree and Tribal Department,
explains Latha R, assistant director of agriculture (Attappady), Department for Agriculture
Development and Farmers’ Welfare.
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Besides ragi, chama (little millet), thina (foxtail millet), varagu (kodo millet), panivaragu (proso
millet), manicholam (sorghum), kambu (bajra) and kuthiravali (barnyard millet) are cultivated.
The millets are grown in 192 hamlets, out of which 74 comes under the Agriculture Department.
‘Pancha krishi’ or the indigenous farming practice of cultivating different crops is being revived.
With millets, pulses, vegetables, grain amaranth and the like are cultivated.
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Groups under Kudumbashree grow six millet varieties in 665.49 acres. In 2019, it launched the
Hill Value brand and also revived Kambalam (see box), an age-old custom of the tribals to
welcome the monsoon, under Attappady Adivasi Comprehensive Development Project.
Meanwhile, the Agricultural Department is all set to open a millet processing unit at Attappady.
Attapady Tribal Farmers Association for Millets, an FPO (Farmer Producer Organisation), will
handle the mill and marketing.
“The farmers have realised that there is no dearth of market for millets and value-added
products. They are now assured of a better income. A proposal has been submitted to the
Central Government for a secondary processing unit to manufacture products such as noodles,
pasta and flakes from millets. “The pandemic had slowed down procurement. Also they were
unable to sell the produce because there were no exhibitions or fairs. However, things are slowly
getting back on track,” Latha says.
Plans are on to bring out new products under Hill Value brand, says Shaiju E, project
coordinator, Attappady Comprehensive Tribal Development Programme. “Better marketing
strategies have to be in place to keep this running. Also, steps should be taken to protect the
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crops from attack of wild animals,” he points out.
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Man succumbs to West Nile fever in Kerala's Thrissur, State Health Minister orders controlling
spread of mosquitoes

m

Thiruvananthapuram: A 47-year-old man died on Sunday due to West Nile fever in Kerala's
Thrissur district, the first fatality in the state caused by the vector-borne infection in the last three
years, prompting the health department to issue directions for people to eliminate mosquito
breeding sites to prevent the disease.
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Sources said the man developed fever and other symptoms on May 17 and after getting
treatment from various hospitals, he was admitted to the government medical college in
Thrissur, where he was diagnosed with West Nile fever.
The state health department has sounded an alert in the wake of the death.

Kerala Health minister Veena George said that controlling the growth of mosquitoes and
carrying out source destruction are essential to prevent this illness.
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"A special team from the medical office visited the locality of the victim and the district vector
control board took samples from various parts of the district for testing. Steps were taken to
destroy the mosquito breeding sites in the locality," the health department said in a release.
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The health department has issued directions to district authorities to remain vigilant and take
precautionary measures including declaring a dry day if necessary. "Importance should be given
to destroying the mosquito breeding sites everywhere. Individuals should take responsibility and
clean their residential areas. Clogged drains, stagnant water should be cleared," state Health
Minister Veena George said in a release.
The Minister has clarified that there is no cause for concern.
What is West Nile fever
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The health department said West Nile fever is spread by the Culex species of mosquitoes. It
was first detected in 1937 in Uganda. The fever was first detected in Kerala in 2011 and a sixyear-old boy from Malappuram died due to the fever in 2019.
Symptoms of West Nile fever
West Nile virus can cause a fatal neurological disease in humans but most of those infected will
not show any symptoms.
West Nile fever transmission
It is mainly transmitted through the bites of infected mosquitoes.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
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The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has a special Aadhaar version called a
masked Aadhaar that can be used by resident citizens in order to avoid Aadhaar being abused
by the wrong hands. This version of Aadhaar is nothing more than an extra layer of protection on
your Aadhaar card that masks your Aadhaar number in your downloaded e-Aadhaar and only
shows the last four digits of your Aadhaar number and masking the first eight. According to
UIDAI “Mask Aadhaar option allows you to mask your Aadhaar number in your downloaded eAadhaar. Masked Aadhaar number implies replacing of first 8 digits of Aadhaar number with
some characters like “xxxx-xxxx" while only last 4 digits of the Aadhaar Number are visible."
UIDAI has issued a warning urging residents not to share their Aadhaar copies with any
organisations in order to prevent potential misuse. If a private organisation that does not have a
UIDAI user license requests your Aadhaar copy, you can provide him with your masked
Aadhaar, which only shows the last four digits of your Aadhaar number. As a result, getting or
downloading a masked Aadhaar is a straightforward process that requires an Aadhaar
cardholder to take a few basic steps online at UIDAI portal.
Important communication on Aadhaar: pic.twitter.com/gtru47xkjq
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1. Visit myaadhaar.uidai.gov.in and click on ‘Login’.

2. Enter your Aadhaar number and captcha code and then click on ‘Send OTP’.

ac
k

3. You will now get an OTP on your Aadhaar-linked mobile number, which you need to enter on
the required field and click on ‘Login.
4. Under the ‘Services’ section, click on ‘Download Aadhaar’.
5. Under the ‘Review your Demographics Data’ section, select the option asking ‘Do you want a
masked Aadhaar?’.
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6. After selecting the option, click on ‘Download’.
7. Your masked Aadhaar will now be successfully downloaded in PDF format.
8. The masked Aadhaar will be password protected and you can open the file by entering the
first four letters of your name (as in Aadhaar) in CAPITAL letters and year of birth in YYYY
format.
aadhaar_official #AadhaarEssentials Download your #Aadhaar only from the official UIDAI
portal: https://t.co/VRUcEKR5xl If you have used a public computer to download, don't forget to
delete the downloaded file. #Aadhaar #UIDAI pic.twitter.com/QZEDaFq3OU
In order to prevent Aadhaar from being misused, the UIDAI has urged that if you use a public
computer, you should delete all the downloaded files. According to UIDAI residents are also
advised to enter organisations that have been granted a user license by the UIDAI. Unlicensed
private entities, such as hotels and movie theatres, are not allowed to collect or keep copies of
Aadhaar card. As a result, if a private entity requests to view your Aadhaar card, you should
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check the user license with UIDAI.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
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You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

S.
co

This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
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Date : 2022-05-30

CCTV AT POLICE STATIONS SHOULD HAVE AUDIO: HC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The Delhi High Court has said that CCTV cameras installed at police stations across the State
should also have audio recording facility in compliance with a 2020 Supreme Court directive,
and asked why it had not been implemented at a local police station.

m

Justice Anu Malhotra on Friday observed that in view of the Supreme Court verdict in the
Paramvir Singh Saini vs Baljit Singh & Others, the CCTV systems had to be equipped with night
vision and “must necessarily consist of audio as well as video footage”.

Our code of editorial values
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Seeking an explanation on why the audio footage system had not been installed so far at the
Nabi Karim Police Station, the court ordered that compliance in terms of the SC’s directions be
placed on record without default by the State for the next hearing on July 27.
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