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INDIA'S WHEAT EXPORTS SET TO SURGE AMID
BLACK SEA SUPPLY UNCERTAINTY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

After five consecutive record crops, India is struggling with mammoth wheat inventories
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India's wheat exports are expected to accelerate with a flurry of enquiries from buyers seeking
alternatives to Black Sea shipments as Russia's invasion of Ukraine threatens to disrupt
supplies from the two major producers.
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After five consecutive record crops, India is struggling with mammoth wheat inventories and both
the government and private traders are keen to capitalise on any opportunity to sell the grain on
the world market.
India is the world's biggest rice exporter, shipping 20 million tonnes last year, but wheat
shipments have been hampered by unfavourable global prices - at least until now.
The Black Sea belt is the world's largest supplier of wheat but given the current uncertainty,
demand would shift to India, Nitin Gupta, vice president at Olam Agro India, told Reuters.
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"Also, wheat availability in the world market anyway remains limited until April-May, and India
can easily tap this opportunity," he said.
India, which exported 6.12 million tonnes of wheat in 2021 against 1.12 million tonnes a year
earlier, is likely to sell 4 million tonnes of the grain in the first half of 2022, traders said.
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Apart from India, in the face of any long-term Black Sea supply disruption, Australia could
become another top supplier.
Kyiv has significantly climbed the ranks of grain exporters over the last decade and was likely to
take third place this year, but the conflict with Russia has left markets doubting whether it can
maintain its export effort.
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Ukraine's military has suspended commercial shipping at its ports, threatening grain and oilseed
exports.
"For the first time in many years, India has received so many enquiries for both prompt and long
term deliveries of wheat," said the chief of a global trading firm who didn't wish to be identified in
line with his company's policy.
"We haven't seen such interest in Indian wheat, at least not in our recent memory."
Indian suppliers, who have been exporting wheat at $305 to $310 a tonne free on board, could
sell at $330 a tonne, said trader Rajesh Paharia Jain at Unicorp Pvt Ltd.
On Monday, benchmark wheat prices in Chicago were up 6.1% at $9.12-3/4 a bushel, after
earlier touching $9.35 a bushel.
Bangladesh, the Philippines, South Korea, Sri Lanka and the United Arab Emirates are among
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the main buyers of Indian wheat, but new buyers such as Lebanon could also turn to India.
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DEBUNKING RUSSIA’S INTERNATIONAL LAW
JUSTIFICATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Russian President Vladimir Putin | Photo Credit: AP
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Notwithstanding the spin offered by international relations experts on the Russia-Ukraine crisis,
the unequivocal truth is this. The Russian invasion of Ukraine is a brutal murder of the United
Nations (UN) Charter and several other tenets of international law. Ironically, Russian President
Vladimir Putin has invoked international law to justify Moscow’s barefaced illegal actions. But
these justifications are erroneous.
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Three days before the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Russia recognised the supposedly
independent territories of Donetsk and Luhansk in eastern Ukraine and signed treaties of
friendship with these entities paving the way for Russian troops moving in as “peacekeepers”. In
doing so, Russia seems to rely on the controversial theory of remedial secession, which posits
the unilateral secession of a territory from the parent state in the most extreme cases. However,
international law, beyond the context of decolonisation, does not recognise a general right to
unilateral secession within the principle of self-determination. Even if an arguable case could be
made for remedial secession, it requires a very high threshold such as severe violations of
human rights and systemic oppression of ethnic Russians by Ukraine. Russia’s claims of the
genocide of ethnic Russians are not backed by any evidence. Ukraine has moved the
International Court of Justice on the issue of alleged genocide. In any case, Ukraine expressly
agreed to recognise the autonomy of Donetsk and Luhansk under the Minsk Accords with
Russia, thereby promising to protect the right to self-determination of these territories. Therefore,
Russia’s claims have no basis in international law. In recognising the statehood of Donetsk and
Luhansk, Russia has violated Article 2(4) of the UN Charter by undermining Ukraine’s territorial
integrity.

cr

The Russian illegality has not been restricted to just this. The Russian missile strikes in Ukraine
including on non-military objects and the Russian forces marching through Ukrainian soil are a
ruthless exhibition of the use of force in international relations, which Article 2(4) of the UN
Charter proscribes. Bizarrely, Mr. Putin claims that he is acting in self-defence as per Article 51
of the UN Charter. Article 51 recognises the inherent right of individual or collective self-defence
in the case of an armed attack by one state against another state. However, Ukraine has not
launched an “armed attack” against Russia warranting defensive strikes. Moreover, there was
no ‘imminent’ threat from Ukraine that would have justified Russia’s actions even under the
arguable theory of anticipatory self-defence in international law. The right to collective selfdefence under Article 51 exists only for states. Donetsk and Luhansk are not states under
international law. Moreover, Ukraine did not attack these purportedly independent states. Even
assuming that legitimate grounds for self-defence exist, nothing in Article 51 or customary
international law permits a disproportionate action in self-defence, such as a full-scale invasion
of Ukraine.
Mr. Putin’s despicable actions are tantamount to committing the crime of aggression as defined
under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC). The Rome Statute in Article 8
bis (2) defines an act of aggression to mean any use of force against the sovereignty, territorial
integrity, or political independence of another state. Ideally, the aggressor state and its leaders
should face international criminal responsibility for aggression. However, the ICC is unable to
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exercise jurisdiction unless both the aggressor and victim states are party to the Rome Statute.
With Russia and Ukraine not being a party, the likelihood of legal accountability to the actions of
Russia is slim.
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Mr. Putin also indirectly invoked the controversial doctrine of humanitarian intervention, also
termed Responsibility to Protect (R2P), in international law for its actions in Ukraine. R2P stems
from every state’s responsibility to protect its population from gross violations of human rights
and the international community’s responsibility in assisting states to fulfil such responsibility.
Controversially, this principle has been stretched to justify the use of force by third states in the
territory of a state which has failed in its duty to protect its citizens. Such actions may or may not
be authorised by the UN Security Council (UNSC); the 2011 military intervention in Libya
received UN authorisation, while the 1995 North Atlantic Treaty Organization bombing of
Bosnian Serbs did not. However, the R2P doctrine remains disputed in international law. Even if
it exists, there is no evidence that ethnic Russians in Ukraine are facing atrocities that merit a
humanitarian intervention of the scale that Russia has launched. The irony of Russia invoking
the R2P doctrine for its Ukrainian invasion, in the same declaration criticising the West for R2P
in Libya and the former Yugoslavia, is lost in hubris.
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It will be futile to look at the current crisis through the narrow lens of black letter law alone
without expounding the ideational moorings of Russia’s approach. The Kremlin believes that the
world is divided into spheres of influence. Thus, one needs to distinguish between countries that
are truly sovereign and countries that possess nominal or limited sovereignty. Russia views
Ukraine as an entity that possesses limited sovereignty. The global community should take note
of Mr. Putin’s precarious game of resurrecting a ‘Russian empire’ that could topple the very
foundations on which the post-World War rule-based international order has been laboriously
built. This is part of the Russian approach toward international law which believes that the basis
of international law is not universal but cultural and civilisational distinctness.
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Rooted in Russia’s cultural and civilisational exceptionalism is the emphasis on statism. Indeed,
Putin’s Russia has doubled down on statism in international law through institutionalising several
mechanisms. For example, Russia has created a constitutional apparatus to denounce
international human rights law, by empowering the Russian Constitutional Court to invalidate
any judgment by any human rights mechanism (including the European Court of Human Rights),
if they are found to be inconsistent with the Russian constitution.
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History tells us humanity has suffered at the hands of hyper-masculine autocratic leaders who
set out on the path of achieving mythical civilisational greatness. The global community should
collectively ensure that this is not repeated. International law should be marshalled to constrain
arbitrary state power and check imperial designs. Or else the sustenance of a rule-based
international order shall remain a pipe dream.
Prabhash Ranjan teaches at the O.P. Jindal Global University. Achyuth Anil is an international
law researcher based in New Delhi. The views expressed are personal
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UKRAINE’S SITUATION, INDIA’S NATIONAL INTEREST
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

A demonstration in support of Ukraine in London | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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The Russian President, Vladimir Putin, in his televised speech on the night of February 21,
2022, had announced a “special military operation to protect people who have been abused by
the genocide of the Kyiv regime for eight years.” Mr. Putin further said: “We will strive for the
demilitarization and de-Nazification of Ukraine, as well bring to justice those who committed
numerous bloody crimes against civilians.” Who is ‘We’? In the 21st century, why is Mr. Putin
using despicable 19th century Imperialist language?
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There is, or was, however no genocide in Ukraine proved by any documented report. Moreover,
the Ukrainian government is nowhere close to be legitimately called “Nazi”. For example,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is a Jew. He is also proud of his Jewish grandfather
who had fought against Hitler’s German army. In fact, Mr. Putin’s actions during the last few
days are making Mr. Putin himself sound more like the hated Nazis. As of now, Russian bombs
are pounding Ukraine. Russian soldiers are pouring into Ukraine. The only question on
everyone’s lips is: “Why? What does Russia hope to accomplish with this bloody invasion?” The
Ukrainian people from the very top, from President Zelensky himself, have decided to fight and
Russian troop movement is thus down to a crawl and behind announced schedule.
Mr. Putin seems to believe that “Ukraine is an illegitimate country that exists on land that is
historically and rightfully Russia’s”. But even the most biased Russian history book does not
suggest even remotely this outrageous Nazi-like belief of Mr. Putin.
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Thus, the talk of a “de-Nazification” of the Russian establishment, while absurd at the factual
level, nonetheless reveals that Mr. Putin is “acting on his long-held autocratic belief that the
Ukrainian government has no right to exist”. His ultimate goal seems to be to make Ukraine into
a vassal of his future as yet imaginary, Russian-led Soviet Empire.
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In his earlier 2005 Declaration, Mr. Putin had stated that “the collapse of the Soviet Union was a
major geopolitical disaster”. There are not many takers for this view even inside Russia. “The
most relevant formulation, for the purposes of understanding the current invasion, however
came in Mr. Putin’s inflammatory speech on Ukraine policy delivered on February 20 last, in
which the central contention of his address is that Ukraine and Russia are, in historical terms,
essentially inseparable. Mr. Putin’s narrative is twisted history: It is simply incorrect to say that
Ukraine has had no independent national identity that is separate from Russia”.
The Narendra Modi government had decided to abstain on the vote on the United Nations
Security Council Resolution (moved by the United States and its allies against Russia over the
Ukraine invasion). But Prime Minister Modi should surely recognise that BRICS, in its New Delhi
Declaration (paragraph 22 in the XIII BRICS Summit), had resolved that the five BRICS nations
were opposed to the unilateral use of force against any state, and wanted all disputes resolved
by peaceful means, and categorically ruled out the use of force against the territorial integrity or
political independence of any State (September 9, 2021).
The text adopted was as follows: “We (BRICS) underscore the inadmissibility of the threat or use
of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other
manner inconsistent with the purposes and principles or United Nations.”
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Thus, the New Delhi BRICS Declaration commits to resolving all disputes by peaceful means
and is opposed to unilateral use of force against any state. Russia by invading Ukraine has
violated that resolution to which India also was a prominent party.
This declaration was in fact approved and signed by Russia in the presence of Mr. Putin along
with China’s President Xi Jinping. Yet, six months later, Russia, a founder-member of BRICS,
has forgotten that resolution by Russia’s unilateral illegal violent military action against Ukraine.
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That is why I have been advocating, since long, for India walking out of BRICS since I had
earlier apprehended the coming collapse of BRICS. In 2015 I had declined Prime Minister
Modi’s offer to me, conveyed by Bharatiya Janata Party leader Amit Shah in the presence of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh representative, of accepting to become the first President of the
BRICS Bank. I conveyed to the Prime Minister directly later that China would soon be turning
hostile to India, and BRICS would lose credibility. Today the invasion and aggression against
Ukraine has in effect cremated the spirit of BRICS.
“By casting the Ukrainian regime in the most negative possible light — and officially linking
Russia’s official war aims to ‘de-Nazification’ and ‘demilitarization’ — Mr. Putin is all but openly
acting on his belief, that Ukraine is not a legitimate sovereign state, into aggressive action. The
Russian case for the war is thus built on an unwitting lie about Ukraine’s history”, as an article
says.
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From this juncture onwards, India has to take stock since the apparent goal of India becoming a
“Viswa Guru” is now, at best, a mirage. From Jawaharlal Nehru onwards, India has failed to
become one since it cannot be a reality in the present global dispensation. Instead, India needs
friends and collaborators but without bowing before any country.
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One way for India to begin asserting itself is to suggest to Russia to withdraw its armed forces
from the entire Ukraine in keeping with the aforenoted Delhi Resolution of BRICS. If Russia does
not give weight to India’s suggestion, the Modi government should announce in the UN General
Assembly, consideration of the U.S. proposed Draft Resolution; India would vote for it after the
United Nations General Assembly adopts any reasonable amendments proposed.
India should also urge the United States to re-structure the objectives and the priorities of the
Quad, outline a clear strategy to achieve the objectives, and mobilise the resources required.
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For India, a President Xi-led China is a hostile nation directly, and in global competition. India is
potentially capable of meeting this Chinese threat — a threat that is evident by China grabbing
50,000 square kilometres of Indian territory.
The potential strength of India can become actual capability with a little help from the United
States. As for Russia, its position in global affairs will depend on the outcome of the Ukraine
invasion. At present Russia is falling behind its announced schedule. Ukraine has by its bravery
caused delays in Russia’s schedule. With help from members of the United Nations, Ukraine
can become the David against the Russian Goliath and become a free democratic nation again.
Subramanian Swamy, a PhD in Economics from Harvard, has been in Parliament for six terms.
He was also a Union Cabinet Minister of Commerce and Law & Justice
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CHIP SCARCITY MAY GET WORSE AMID UKRAINE
CONFLICT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Russia supplies the global semiconductor industry with rare metals and Ukraine supplies
specialty gases required by the chip-making industry.
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NEW DELHI : The Russia-Ukraine conflict is likely to aggravate the global semiconductor
shortage as the two countries are major suppliers of raw materials critical to chip production, a
report by Moody’s Analytics said.
Russia supplies the global semiconductor industry with rare metals, and Ukraine supplies
specialty gases required by the chipmaking industry. Moody’s Analytics said that the ongoing
war might have massive ramifications in the already acute semiconductor chip shortage
scenario.
The supply of chips for vehicles and electronic goods have been under tremendous stress for
the past year because of the pandemic.
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A lingering conflict between Russia and Ukraine can quickly exhaust thin semiconductor
inventories, disrupting production worldwide and affecting the fragile global economic recovery.
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Last month, commerce and industry minister Piyush Goyal had stressed the need for India to be
self-sufficient in critical areas such as semiconductor manufacturing as the pandemic and rising
geopolitical tensions exposed the fragility of global supply chains, adding that India has
committed almost $10 billion to promote semiconductor manufacturing in the country.
“Neon and helium are both gases critical to the production of chips, and Russia and Ukraine are
both major players in the global supply chain—so much that neon prices went up more than 10
times following the Russian annexation of Crimea in 2014," the report said.
The stress could potentially impact the manufacturing of automobiles and electronic equipment
in the Asia-Pacific region, the report said.

cr

The report further highlighted that palladium, another key component of the chipmaking process,
may be affected given that Russia controls a quarter of the world’s palladium stock.
India is worried about the impact of the war between Russia and Ukraine on the country’s trade
with the two neighbours, finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Monday.
However, Moody’s Analytics noted that it does not see an immediate impact on chip production
because most major chipmakers have stockpiled raw materials due to significant demand
growth during the pandemic.
“But if the Russia-Ukraine conflict drags on, chipmakers in Taiwan, South Korea, Japan, China
and other countries will feel the impact. This will likely result in higher chip prices and longer lead
times moving forward," the report added.
Analysing the larger impact of the Ukraine-Russia conflict on the Asia-Pacific (APAC) region, the
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Moody’s Analytics report said that iron ore, semifinished iron and iron bars are among the four
largest commodities imported by APAC countries from Ukraine.
“Ukraine is not an exporter of energy to the region, so the conflict contributes only indirectly to
higher energy prices either via blockages of shipments from Russia and by the risk premium
now priced into global crude oil and other energy products," it said.
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The Indian government is also assessing the evolving geopolitical situation and will decide on
cutting excise duty on fuels if the current surge in crude price lingers longer than can be
absorbed by state-run fuel retailers, Mint reported earlier.
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Food price inflation could stay higher for longer due to high energy prices or disruption of
shipments of wheat, corn and edible oils. The report added that there would be a modest impact
from any disruptions of exports from the APAC region destined for Ukraine.
The report concluded that the impact would be much smaller on the APAC region than what is
expected in Europe, which is much more dependent on the food and industrial goods coming
from nearby Ukraine.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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DOUBTS OVER DEFENCE SUPPLIES TO INDIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The Ukraine crisis could complicate the sanctions waiver India is seeking from the U.S. over the
S-400 deal.File Photo | Photo Credit: ALEXANDER NEMENOV
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With tensions escalating between Russia and the West over the Ukraine crisis, India, which has
major defence cooperation with Moscow and Kyiv, faces uncertainty over timely deliveries in the
near future in addition to the lingering threat of the U.S. sanctions under CAATSA (Countering
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act) over the S-400 deal.
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In the past, tensions between Russia and Ukraine had considerably delayed the modernisation
of the An-32 transport fleet of the Indian Air Force (IAF).
“It is too early to say at the moment, but there could be delays in deliveries from Russia both due
to their own domestic commitments as well the sanctions imposed by the West,” an official
source said on the condition of anonymity.
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The current crisis could also complicate the CAATSA waiver India is looking for from the U.S.
administration, two officials independently said. While, the S-400 deliveries began in December
and are under way, a clarity on the timely completion was awaited, one of the official noted.
Several observers termed the severance of links and economic sanctions by the West on Russia
“unprecedented.” In this backdrop, India requires a functioning supply chain relationship with
Russia for spares and support, which is critical for its military.
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To questions on possible restrictions by the U.S. on Russian equipment, former Indian
Ambassador to Russia D.B. Venkatesh Varma said, “It will be very unfortunate if the U.S. has
the same objective as China — to weaken the India-Russia defence relationship to the detriment
of India’s defence capabilities.”
Traditional supplier
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While Russia has been a traditional military supplier sharing platforms and technologies that
others would not, the cooperation has further deepened in recent years. For instance the
defence trade between the two countries has crossed $15 billion since 2018.
Even today, over 60% of Indian military inventory is of Russian origin, especially with respect to
fighter jets, tanks, helicopters and submarines among others,while several deals are in the
pipeline. For instance, in December, India and Russia signed a Rs. 5,000-crore deal for 6.1 lakh
AK-203 assault rifles to be manufactured jointly in Uttar Pradesh. Production was to begin within
a few months and it is expected to reach full-scale production within two or three years, said
Alexander Mikheev, Director-General of Rosoboron export.
In addition, Russia is manufacturing two stealth frigates for the Navy. They are to be delivered
next year onwards, while another two are being manufactured by the Goa Shipyard Limited
under technology transfer. The keel of the ships has been laid and the Navy has said that the
first one will be delivered in 2026 and the second one six months later.
India had signed a separate deal with Ukraine for eight Zorya-Mashproekt gas turbine engines
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for the frigates. As reported earlier by The Hindu , officials had said that the engines, gear boxes
and specialist support will cost around $50 million a ship. India had taken delivery of engines for
the first two frigates and handed them over to Russia for the frigates under construction there.
However, the status of the engines for the frigates being built in India is not known. India is also
looking to receive the third Akula class nuclear attack submarine (SSN) sometime in 2025. With
the current offensive, the Russian defence industry may be preoccupied to supply to their own
forces, a military officer observed, adding that they hoped it would be able to ensure timely
deliveries.
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Deals with Ukraine
As for Ukraine, it is upgrading over 100 An-32 transport aircraft of the IAF under a deal finalised
in 2009.
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While the upgrade of 45 An-32s in Ukraine was completed in 2015, the remaining aircraft were
to be upgraded by the IAF Base Repair Depot, Kanpur. Ukraine officials had stated that all
contractual obligations for the local upgrade would be fulfilled by 2020, though the current status
was not immediately known.
At the Aero India in February 2021, Ukraine signed four agreements worth $70 million, which
includes sale of new weapons as well as maintenance and upgrade of the existing ones in
service with the military, as reported earlier.
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INDIA MUST STAY NEUTRAL AS COLD WAR II
WORSENS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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The West is up against not just Russia but other adversaries too with a convergent interest in
ending US dominance of the world. How it’ll play out is uncertain. We should hedge our risks
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The end of Cold War I in 1991 was momentous. The Soviet Union cracked up, the US claimed
victory in a moment Francis Fukuyama called “the end of history", and India adopted market
reforms in a move spurred by a Gulf War oil-shock but endorsed by the clarity of an open
economy’s advantage over autarky. Does the start of Cold War II, as Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine presages, mark a ‘return of history’ that may call for another big strategic shift? On
Tuesday, US President Joe Biden’s state-of-the-union address sought to convey America’s
“resolve that freedom will always triumph over tyranny", with Russian aggression held up as the
example of what had to be defeated. The US-led West’s arsenal is composed of sanctions
aimed at hitting Russia’s economy, which had integrated itself with the Western world’s over
three decades. Clamps on reserves held in the West by Russia’s central bank deprived Moscow
of a currency prop as money began to flee, its rouble got scrunched, imports turned inflationary
and asset values dropped; rate hikes and capital controls may be unable to restore stability. Yet,
we have seen no sign of a Kremlin back-down, despite the quagmire it might find itself in as it
eyes Kyiv, and domestic discontent stirred by financial hardships may take too long to shake its
authority. Critically, Russia could decouple itself from the West at a lower cost than the US
estimates.
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If global geopolitics differs vastly from what it was 30 years ago, China’s rise is the big reason.
Invasion-eve talks between Moscow and Beijing had bound both of them closer together. The
barring of big Russian banks from the main mechanism for moving funds around the globe has
since converged Russia’s interest with China’s in the activation of alternatives that could get
around curbs enforced by the US. Technology enablers do exist. In some ways, crypto transfers
had already put old systems on notice, and a Chinese-run digital yuan being given such a role is
not beyond the realm of plausibility. While the scope of sanction-foiling cooperation across the
great Asian landmass remains hazy, its very possibility could also restrain Russia from using an
oil-export embargo as a retaliatory weapon, given China’s vulnerability to it. The stance adopted
by the world’s original weaponizer of oil, Opec, which effected a drastic price spike in 1973,
could also prove significant. After a recent attempt by Moscow to play its own game was met by
a Saudi oil glut that throttled its revenues into complying with the cartel’s calculus, Opec+ has
stuck to an uneasy truce, but the Ukraine war’s impact on this club’s unity defies easy analysis.
No less shrouded in a thick fog of war were Pakistan’s confabulations with Russia soon after
hostilities broke out. While Moscow’s relations with Islamabad have blown hot and cold over the
past few years, our neighbour’s tilt away from the West—a bet on Chinese domination of Asia in
time to come—was visible in the sordid episode of America’s withdrawal from Afghanistan.
Speculation has also arisen of the four-way Quad’s function being taken over by a new Aukus
alliance of Australia, the UK and US aimed at glaring China down. All these developments could
make us wonder if New Delhi’s long-held neutrality is the best way to secure our future as this
Cold War II worsens. As we found after 1991, the Western model is a good assurer of
prosperity. But we live in Asia. And the dictates of security mean we must hedge our bets. Let’s
stay non-aligned
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THE LIBYAN IMBROGLIO GETS MORE COMPLICATED
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah speaks after submitting his candidacy papers for
the presidential election, in Tripoli, Libya. | Photo Credit: Reuters
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Libya’s deeply divided politics took a turn for the bizarre when, on February 10, it acquired two
prime ministers. This marks the culmination of binaries that have defined the country for the last
eight years : it has had two centres of power; two armed forces; two central banks – one
controlling the treasury, the other printing the currency; and two rival international coalitions that
have influenced politics.
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In the east there is the House of Representatives (HOR) in Tobruk that is headed by the
speaker, Aguila Saleh. It is backed by the Libyan National Army (LNA) under self-styled Field
Marshall Khalifa Haftar. In the west, the Government of National Accord (GNA) in Tripoli was the
executive authority; in February last year, it was replaced by the Government of National Unity
(GNU).
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The broken country has provided a home for several of the region’s disgruntled militants, who
have joined its various warring groups. These have included militants who were hostile to
Chad’s President Idriss Deby. One such group, the Front for Change and Concord in Chad
(FACT), on April 11, 2021, crossed over from its base in Libya into Chad and, in the ensuing
conflict, the veteran president was killed, signalling prolonged instability in the Sahel region.
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Till recently, the GNA in Tripoli, which had some ideological affiliation with the Muslim
Brotherhood, was backed by a part of the national army and local militia, and was supported by
Turkey and Qatar. It controls the northwest of Libya, including Tripoli and Misrata.
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The Tobruk administration controls the east, centre and south of the country. It is hostile to the
Brotherhood and committed to fighting extremists, particularly those linked to the Islamic State. It
thus enjoys the support of the UAE, Egypt, France, the U.S., and Russia. In April 2019, Mr.
Haftar, backed by his foreign sponsors and Russian mercenaries from the private Wagner
group, had mounted a major military effort to bring the country under his control; by November
2019, he had reached the outskirts of Tripoli. His march was halted by the GNA’s agreement
with Turkey for military assistance – Turkey then flew in several hundred of its own soldiers and
a few thousand militants from Syria and forced Mr. Haftar to retreat. A ceasefire was arranged
under UN auspices in October 2020.
In February last year, the UN special envoy for Libya facilitated the setting up of an interim
government, the GNU, in Tripoli, headed by Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, that would
include members from the east and west. However, contrary to the earlier proposal, instead of
finalising a new constitution, the HOR speaker, Mr. Saleh, unilaterally issued a new election law
and decreed that only presidential elections would take place on December 24, thus ensuring
that the HOR would remain unchanged and he would retain his authority.
The presidential election threw up three principal candidates – Mr. Haftar; Saif al-Islam Qaddafi,
the former ruler’s son; and Prime Minister Dbeibah himself. All of them were controversial: Mr.
Haftar’s democratic credentials were doubtful. Mr. Saif al-Islam banked on the nostalgia for the
order and security during his father’s rule and amnesia about the attendant tyranny. On
becoming prime minister, Mr. Dbeibah had assured he would not be a candidate for the
presidency; besides this, he also declined to resign from his post three months before the
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elections, as required by the electoral decree. None of these candidates enjoyed nationwide
support.
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Two days before the elections, the election commission declared that, taking into account
“technical, judicial and security reports, it would be impossible to hold elections” on the approved
date. This has set the stage for the current imbroglio. Mr. Saleh in Tobruk used the impasse to
declare that Mr. Dbeibah’s term had ended and, on February 10, announced that the HOR had
unanimously elected former interior minister Fathi Bashaga as prime minister. Mr. Dbeibah
rejected this appointment and said he would stay in power till elections were held. Mr. Bashaga,
who, like Mr. Dbeibah, also belongs to Misrata, said he was proceeding to Tripoli. On February
24, he submitted his cabinet to the HOR for approval.
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A complicated set of external developments has led to the ongoing fiasco in Libya – Turkey’s
diplomatic outreach to Egypt and the UAE. In May last year, a Turkish delegation was in Cairo,
ending the freeze in diplomatic interactions from 2013, when the Brotherhood government of
Mohammed Morsi had been overthrown in a military coup.
Then, in August, the UAE’s national security adviser visited Ankara, and was followed in
November by the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi. The latter promised UAE investments of $10
billion in Turkey’s beleaguered economy and later placed $5 billion in Turkey’s central bank in a
swap arrangement. The Turkish President visited Abu Dhabi on February 14.
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These engagements are the result of several factors. One, with the U.S. apparently increasingly
disengaged from West Asian affairs, the regional states are themselves addressing contentious
issues. Second, there is a high degree of crisis-fatigue – the long-drawn conflicts in Syria,
Yemen and Libya have caused widespread death and destruction and exacerbated regional
instability, but yielded no military outcome. Finally, the Gulf nations and Egypt now seem less
concerned about the challenge from political Islam, particularly the Muslim Brotherhood, given
that its internal cohesion and regional influence have significantly abated. These considerations
have encouraged regional powers to pursue fresh diplomatic engagements focusing on
economic cooperation.
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These developments are being reflected in Libya. With the blessings of the UAE, Egypt and
Russia, Mr. Saleh has brought about a rapprochement between Mr. Bashaga and Mr. Haftar,
with the latter perhaps being promised the post of defence minister in the Bashaga cabinet.
Egypt welcomes the Bashaga-Haftar reconciliation as a coalition that would be sensitive to its
interests and expand economic links through contracts for its companies and jobs for its citizens.
Russia believes that the Saleh-Bashaga-Haftar administration will prioritise its interests over
those of western powers and ensure that its bases in the country are not disturbed. Turkey
hopes that national unity and stability will enable it to revive its unfinished projects from the
Qaddafi era and, with Libyan support, expand its interests in the East Mediterranean.
Libya is once again experiencing the ‘one state, two governments’ situation of earlier times. The
reason for optimism is that, for the first time in several years, we could have a government that
straddles the east-west divide, with the support of external powers.
But the outlook is uncertain – Mr. Dbeibah shows no sign of going quietly into the sunset. He
has announced several populist measures and has set out a detailed plan to take forward a
transparent political process. He is also mobilising militants loyal to him and has warned of war if
he is forced out of office. The HOR, meanwhile, has said it will meet shortly to approve Mr.
Bashaga’s new government. The prospect of renewed conflict cannot be ruled out.
Peace and national unity in Libya require a level of leadership and statesmanship that has not
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been apparent in the country for several years.
Talmiz Ahmad served as Indian Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Oman, and the UAE
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I-T DEPT ACCUSES CHINESE TELECOM FIRM HUAWEI
OF EVADING TAXES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Earlier, India had issued a tax demand of 653 crore to Xiaomi Technology India Pvt. Ltd for
alleged violations of the Customs Act
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NEW DELHI : Chinese telecom gear maker Huawei tried to evade taxes in India by manipulating
its books over several years, a tax official said on Thursday. The suspected attempt to reduce
taxable income through various expenses that lack financial rationale was discovered during last
month’s tax searches at the company’s premises, the official said on condition of anonymity.
In a statement that did not specifically name Huawei, the income tax department said earlier in
the day that the group failed to provide any substantial and appropriate justification for claims of
expenses under provisions for obsolescence, warranty, debts or loans and advances.
“The income tax department conducted search and seizure operations on a multinational group,
engaged in the distribution of telecom products and providing captive software development
services, on 15 February. The ultimate shareholding of the group lies with a foreign entity of a
neighbouring country," the statement said.
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Queries emailed to a Huawei spokesperson on Thursday afternoon remained unanswered till
press time.
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On 15 February, the tax department conducted search and seizure operations on Huawei across
Delhi, Gurugram and Bengaluru, covering the business premises of the company and the
residences of its top executives. “The search action has revealed that the group has made
inflated payments against receipt of technical services from its related parties outside India. The
assessee company could not justify the genuineness of obtaining such alleged technical
services in lieu of which payment has been made as to the basis of determination of
consideration for the same. The expenses debited by the assessee company towards receipt of
such services are to the tune of 129 crore over a period of five years," the statement said, and
added, “Further investigations are in progress."
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Chinese firms have been under scrutiny in India as part of a larger economic response against
China after the 2020 clashes in Ladakh that killed 20 Indian Army personnel. Chinese statesponsored threat actor group known as Red Echo had also targeted India’s power sector
infrastructure, including regional load dispatch centres and state load dispatch centres .
Earlier, India had issued a tax demand of 653 crore to Xiaomi Technology India Pvt. Ltd for
alleged violations of the Customs Act, saying the company did not include royalty and licence
fees in the value of its imports.
India had earlier allowed Huawei to participate in 5G trials in India but after a long wait due to
concerns over national security.
India also banned more than 200 Chinese apps for allegedly collecting sensitive user data. It is
also strictly monitoring imports to ensure goods from China are not routed through other nations
and dumped in the country.
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On Thursday, the department said evidence gathered and statements recorded during search
also reveal that one of the group entities engaged in providing software development services
has been disclosing lower net margins from the related parties by claiming its operation to be of
low-end nature. But evidence showed that the entity has been rendering significant services or
operations of high-end nature, and suppression of income of 400 crore was detected.
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“The assessee company could not justify the genuineness of obtaining of such alleged technical
services in lieu of which payment has been made as also the basis of determination of
consideration for the same," the department said. It also found that the group had debited more
than 350 crore in its books of account in recent financial years as royalties to its related party,
and expenses were incurred for using the brand and technical know-how related intangibles.
“The group has failed to substantiate receipt of any such services/technical know-how or basis
of quantification of royalty rate for such claim. Consequently, the rendering of services and such
royalty payments become highly questionable and prima facie, disallowable as business
expenses as per extant income tax law," the statement said.
After the 2020 border clash, New Delhi had made investment inflows from companies and
residents in countries with which India shares a land border under the approval route.
“The search action has further revealed that the group has manipulated its books of account to
reduce its taxable income through the creation of various provisions for expenses, such as
provisions for obsolescence, provisions for warranty, doubtful debts/ loans and advances, etc.,
which have little or no scientific/financial rationale," the statement said.

IA

Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

ac
k

Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

cr

This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 20
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-03-04

NOT TAKING SIDES: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON INDIA
AND THE UKRAINE CONFLICT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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With a convincing majority of 141 of 193 countries, the UN General Assembly voted on
Wednesday for a resolution that deplored in the “strongest terms” Russia’s attack on Ukraine
and demanded an immediate withdrawal of Russian troops. The resolution, which was
discussed in a rare special emergency session and under the rubric of the “Uniting for Peace”
resolution invoked after decades, came as a result of an aborted resolution at the UN Security
Council, which Russia, as a permanent member, had vetoed. While the UNGA resolution carries
little teeth, it does represent a common stand taken by the international public commons, with 96
countries signing up as co-sponsors of the resolution. Russia rejected the outcome as a political
vote that came of severe “pressure” from the U.S. and European countries that were the drivers
of the resolution, but it seemed clear that it was isolated on the global stage. Belarus, Eritrea,
North Korea and Syria voted against the motion, and 35, including India, abstained. While the
resolution also decried the Russian decision to recognise Donetsk and Luhansk as independent
states, representatives of member states made it clear that it was the relentless bombing of
Ukrainian cities that they could not turn a blind eye to.
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India’s abstention, not a surprise, disappointed many western countries that have been lobbying
for a shift in the Indian position. In the past week, India has abstained from three votes (including
two procedural ones) at the UNSC where it is an elected member, one at the UN Human Rights
Council, and another at the IAEA on resolutions critical of Russia. In an explanation of vote
(EOV), India’s UN representative said that India is calling for dialogue, while officials say that
India’s abstention has given it room to play a role in diplomacy with Russia and Ukraine. In a
sign of some discomfort with Russian actions, the EOV also dropped the earlier references to
the “legitimate security interests”, and included language on respecting the “territorial
sovereignty” of members. India has also sent humanitarian aid to Ukraine although its vote of
abstention indicates the Modi government still has many reasons not to vote against Russia, a
strategic and defence partner that has stood by India. As the conflict continues, and the global
community expresses its disapproval, however, India’s desire to remain an “abstentionist” power
is being called into question. The Government has also said that it needs to remain on good
terms with both sides as its primary focus remains the safe exit of Indians from the conflict zone.
While evacuating Indians is an important priority, it cannot be India’s only focus in this crisis,
given its aspirations for global leadership and the oft quoted motto of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam”. It may become necessary for India to engage more deeply with the conflict in
Europe, which is now a global concern.
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200 STUDENTS AND INDIAN NATIONALS FROM
UKRAINE ARRIVE IN DELHI AS PART OF “OPERATION
GANGA”
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Around 200 students and Indian citizens from Ukraine have been evacuated from Ukraines and
brought back to India as part of Government of India’s Operation Ganga.
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Shri Bhagwanth Khuba, Minister of State for Chemical and Fertilizers received the evacuees,
most of them students, at Indira Gandhi International airport. The special Indigo flight landed at
Delhi today morning.
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Welcoming all the returnees, the Union Minister said the Union Government under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi is committed to ensuring repatriation of all
Indians from Ukraine. He assured the students that their friends and colleagues will also be
evacuated soon.
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Coming back to India and meeting with families, students expressed gratitude towards the Union
Government. A young student on the flight remarked, with tears of joy, the safe evacuation from
a war strife country is no miracle, and Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi made it possible.

IA

Indigo flight had taken off from the Istanbul International Airport, at 10.35 p.m. (IST) on
Wednesday and reached New Delhi at 8.31a.m. today.
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Air India, Air India Express, IndiGo and SpiceJet have joined the Operation Ganga mission
operating multiple flights from Ukraine's neighbouring countries to Delhi and Mumbai.
*****
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Around 200 students and Indian citizens from Ukraine have been evacuated from Ukraines and
brought back to India as part of Government of India’s Operation Ganga.
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Shri Bhagwanth Khuba, Minister of State for Chemical and Fertilizers received the evacuees,
most of them students, at Indira Gandhi International airport. The special Indigo flight landed at
Delhi today morning.
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Welcoming all the returnees, the Union Minister said the Union Government under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi is committed to ensuring repatriation of all
Indians from Ukraine. He assured the students that their friends and colleagues will also be
evacuated soon.

Coming back to India and meeting with families, students expressed gratitude towards the Union
Government. A young student on the flight remarked, with tears of joy, the safe evacuation from
a war strife country is no miracle, and Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi made it possible.
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Indigo flight had taken off from the Istanbul International Airport, at 10.35 p.m. (IST) on
Wednesday and reached New Delhi at 8.31a.m. today.
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Air India, Air India Express, IndiGo and SpiceJet have joined the Operation Ganga mission
operating multiple flights from Ukraine's neighbouring countries to Delhi and Mumbai.
*****
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INDIA URGES SRI LANKA TO ADDRESS TAMIL
ASPIRATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka
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India on Friday called upon Sri Lanka to take “necessary steps” to address the “legitimate
aspirations” of the Tamil community, while reiterating its earlier stance that it is in Sri Lanka’s
“own interest that the expectations of Tamils in Sri Lanka for equality, justice, peace and dignity,
within a united Sri Lanka, are fulfilled”.
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Delivering a statement in the interactive dialogue segment on the UN Human Rights chief’s
latest report on Sri Lanka, Ambassador Indramani Pandey, Permanent Representative of India
told the Human Rights Council in Geneva that, “As its friend and immediate neighbour, India has
consistently called upon Sri Lanka to fulfil its commitments on addressing the issues related to
protecting the interest of Tamils in Sri Lanka.” While making a similar intervention last year, India
abstained from voting on the resolution on Sri Lanka. There is no resolution or vote on Sri Lanka
this year.
Calling for continued engagement by the Government of Sri Lanka with the international
community, India on Friday noted that High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet’s recent report
raises “important concerns” on promoting, reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri
Lanka.
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‘Justice denied’

IA

The written report, among other observations, highlighted “setbacks to accountability for past
human rights violations and the recognition of victims’ rights”, and the failure of transitional
justice mechanisms to win the confidence of victims affected by the civil war that ended in 2009.

In her statement to the Council on Friday, Ms. Bachelet said, “Regrettably, the past year has
also seen further obstruction and setbacks to accountability. Victims and their families continue
to be denied truth and justice.”
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“Two years after the expression of commitments to pursue an “inclusive, domestically designed
and executed reconciliation and accountability process” before this Council, the Government has
still not produced a credible roadmap on transitional justice towards accountability and
reconciliation,” the High Commissioner noted, adding that “as long as impunity prevails, Sri
Lanka will not achieve genuine reconciliation and sustainable peace”.
13th Amendment
India’s statement in response focussed on concerns of Tamils and the need for power
devolution. “We call upon Sri Lanka to take the necessary steps to address the legitimate
aspirations of the Tamil community, including by carrying forward the process of reconciliation
and the implementation of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution of Sri Lanka, to ensure that
the fundamental freedoms and human rights of all its citizens are fully protected,” Ambassador
Pandey said. India would “continue to urge” the Sri Lankan Government for the early conduct of
elections to the Provincial Councils, he said.
The five-year terms of all nine Provincial Councils in Sri Lanka expired in 2018 and 2019. There
is no official word on provincial polls from the Government, which is cash-strapped and growing
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increasingly unpopular in the wake of an unprecedented economic crisis, reflecting in fuel
shortage and prolonged power cuts.
India’s emphasis on the 13th Amendment, which followed the Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987 and
assured a measure of devolution, comes weeks after senior Tamil parliamentarians wrote to PM
Narendra Modi, seeking his intervention in securing a political solution.
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QUADRILATERAL QUEASINESS: THE HINDU
EDITORIAL ON INDIA’S STANCE IN RUSSIA-UKRAINE
CRISIS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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At a snap virtual meeting of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or Quad, comprising India, the
U.S., Australia and Japan, leaders discussed the crisis of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine along
with more traditional topics of interest for the Dialogue, including territorial and maritime security
across the Indo-Pacific. In the joint statement, issued after the summit, the four nations
reaffirmed their commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific, “in which the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of all states is respected and countries are free from military, economic, and
political coercion”. The latest Quad meeting was in part likely motivated by the concern of the
U.S., Australia, and Japan that India, in not explicitly condemning Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s decision to launch a ground offensive across the Russia-Ukraine border and to bomb
Ukrainian infrastructure, might not be on the same page as the other Quad members vis-à-vis
this conflict. They have not only condemned Russia’s aggression but have also slapped Kremlin
elites and organisations linked to them with crippling sanctions. India, contrarily, has abstained
from three UN resolutions condemning Russia. There is also a considerable difference on the
Russia-Ukraine issue in terms of the individual readouts of the Quad members. While the U.S.,
Australia and Japan directly called out Russia’s attempt to unilaterally force changes to the
status quo in Ukraine and vowed not to let such action occur anywhere in the Indo-Pacific,
India’s readout only referenced Ukraine in passing, in the context of establishing a new
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief mechanism for this cause.
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Russia’s action has obviously posed complex questions for India’s strategic calculus, even as
New Delhi continues to be guided by the 21st century variant of its non-alignment paradigm, and
by its need to remain close to Moscow, a major defence supplier. South Block is already well
versed at playing hardball with the mandarins at the U.S. State Department over getting a
CAATSA waiver for India’s purchase of $5.43 billion worth of the Russian Triumf missile defence
system. While the discussions on the Ukraine crisis will continue at the Quad and across other
plurilateral platforms where India and the U.S. work together for the greater good of the rulesbased international order, the idea that NATO countries or even Russia can force sovereign
nations with a proud history of non-alignment to pick a side in a complex geopolitical conflict is
quite passé and eminently unviable in today’s interdependent global arena. The Quad, for
example, cannot afford to alienate India, a critical partner in the global-strategic plan to balance
the rise of China as a potential Asian hegemon. Yet, India may find its resolve and patience with
Russia tested should Russian occupying forces begin committing war crimes and human rights
violations in contravention of the Geneva Convention, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and other applicable global treaties.
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OUR COUNTRY IS CAUGHT BETWEEN A ROCK AND A
HARD PLACE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The agility of India’s policy adaptation to the Ukraine crisis will shape how well the country fares
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The expression ‘VUCA’ never seemed more appropriate: the geopolitical situation in Europe is
‘volatile’, even more ‘uncertainty’ has piled on to already-thorny global economic challenges,
post-pandemic economic management was always going to be ‘complex’, and now a cloud of
‘ambiguity’ hovers over India’s economic-growth aspirations.
Will this lead to any significant departures from the policy framework outlined in the Union
budget just a little over a month ago? Based on the finance minister’s speech and budget
documents, it would seem that the government will stay on the policy course it laid out in its
budget for 2021-22 and subsequent policy announcements, and then continued in the budget for
2022-23.
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The Economic Survey of 2021-22 eloquently described the Centre’s approach as being part of a
‘Barbell Strategy’, otherwise known as an ‘Agile’ approach. The government started off with a
worse-case (but not worst-case) scenario caused by the covid pandemic with generous social
safety nets, and then calibrated its response as the overall situation evolved and got better.
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Will the same strategy be adequate now? It depends, especially on the impact of the current
crisis in Europe on the Indian economy. Several experts have suggested that it will be bad and
especially severe on some sectors and markets. The world, at this point, is still watching and
waiting; previously anticipated policy actions could be delayed. What else could we expect?
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The starting point for assessing the scope for ‘agile’ policy shifts the government may make will
have to be the 2022-23 budget, which comes into force from 1 April 2022. Initiatives announced
in the last several months, beginning from the middle of 2021, like the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme and Emergency Line of Credit Guarantee Scheme (ELCGS) for micro,
small and medium enterprises, are likely to continue. The PLI package for manufacturing and
ELCGS initiatives were introduced as measures to overcome the adverse effects of the
pandemic and revive the economy. That rationale remains relevant.
From the tone of today’s discourse, the government probably believes that policy stability will
produce better outcomes, besides being conducive to a rise in private capital investment. Its
large public investment programme, in infrastructure mainly, will underscore private investment
and lead to job-generating economic growth. Social security programmes haven’t been
increased much; changes depend on which sectors are badly impacted. Revenue expenditure is
being kept under tight control, but is unlikely to be cut or raised.
The larger question is whether the impact of the crisis in Europe will raise India’s fiscal deficit
even higher. Even with a pre-enlarged deficit, this seems an acceptable price to pay in the shortto medium-term (it may stay above 6% of gross domestic product over the next three years,
perhaps). The direction of India’s ‘glide path’ to 4.5% of GDP by 2025-26 will have to be
balanced with maintaining the momentum of an economic rebound.
A quick review of the sectors that can potentially be affected by the Ukraine crisis also provides
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some insights into the scope for policy action. Those reliant on commodities—such as
metals—are likely to face cost pressures, as high prices in global markets percolate into India.
Energy prices—chiefly oil and coal—will also remain high.
Another sector is India’s pharmaceutical industry, which exports products worth nearly $200
million to Ukraine and $600 million to Russia, though the effects are unclear. Ever since the
pandemic, countries have been stockpiling essential medicines.
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India’s budget allocation for healthcare has been retained at the same high level as in the
previous year, with an increase planned for finishing the country’s vaccination drive to eliminate
the risk of covid deaths (perhaps completely).
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The National Health Accounts published by our health ministry show that medicines account for
31% of total health expenditure in India, and the pandemic pushed aside any discussion about
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) that account for 60 of every 100 deaths in India. A return to
the essential level of health spending—whether public or private—that is consistent with
desirable levels of people’s health would now depend on sustained economic growth. They
reinforce each other. That is, as it should be, the goal of public policy.
What’s left on the economic horizon is the long shadow that hangs over the Indian economy’s
prospects: inflation. It pervades both domestic and international markets, and it’s likely that India
will import even more inflation along with oil and other commodities that have seen their
international prices soar.
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The Ukraine crisis and other global events threaten to upset the economic applecart in most
industrialized countries, including the US. The US Federal Reserve’s stated intent to hike its
policy interest rates may be slightly delayed but will not be denied. That will reverberate through
global financial markets and make its way to India too.
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Years ago, a book titled Does the Elephant Dance? by David M. Malone, a former United
Nations undersecretary general, had analysed Indian foreign policy. The book was quite
popular. So was the metaphor of an elephant, which has frequently been used for the Indian
economy. How lightly it steps and the agility it demonstrates will be watched closely during the
Ukraine crisis.
These are the author’s personal views.
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Ramesh Swaminathan is chief financial officer of Lupin Ltd.
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EXPLAINER: WHAT DOES A US BAN ON RUSSIAN OIL
ACCOMPLISH?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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A full embargo would be most effective if it included European allies, which are also desperate to
stop the violence in Ukraine
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With Russia intensifying its war on Ukraine, killing civilians and triggering a mass refugee crisis,
President Joe Biden on Tuesday announced a U.S. ban on imported Russian oil. Critics of
Russia have said that sanctioning its energy exports would be the best — perhaps only — way
to force Moscow to pull back.
A full embargo would be most effective if it included European allies, which are also desperate to
stop the violence in Ukraine and the danger Moscow poses to the continent. Yet it's far from
clear that all of Europe would take part in an embargo, though Britain announced Tuesday that it
would phase out Russian oil imports by year's end.
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Unlike the United States, Europe is deeply reliant on energy it imports from Russia, the world’s
second-largest crude oil exporter behind Saudi Arabia. While the U.S. could replace the
relatively small amount of fuel it receives from Moscow, Europe could not, at least not anytime
soon.
What's more, any curbs on Russian oil exports could send already skyrocketing oil and gasoline
prices ever higher on both continents and further squeeze consumers, businesses, financial
markets and the global economy.
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Here is a deeper look:

WHAT WILL HAPPEN WITH A U.S. BAN ON RUSSIAN OIL?
With gasoline prices in the U.S. surging ever higher, the Biden administration has faced growing
pressure to impose further sanctions on Russia, including a ban on oil imports.
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For now, a broad U.S.-European ban appears elusive. On Monday, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz made clear that his country, Europe's largest consumer of Russian energy, has no plans
to join in any ban. In response, U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman hinted that the
U.S. could act alone or with a smaller group of allies.
“Not every country has done exactly the same thing," Sherman said, "but we have all reached a
threshold that is necessary to impose the severe costs that we have all agreed to."
DOES THE U.S. BAN ON RUSSIAN OIL HURT MOSCOW?
The impact on Russia would likely be minimal. The United States imports a small share of
Russia's oil exports and typically doesn't buy any of its natural gas.
Last year, roughly 8% of U.S. imports of oil and petroleum products came from Russia.
Together, the imports totaled the equivalent of 245 million barrels in 2021, which was roughly
672,000 barrels of oil and petroleum products a day. But imports of Russian oil have been
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declining rapidly as buyers shunned the fuel.
Because the amount of oil the U.S. imports from Russia is modest, Russia could potentially sell
that oil elsewhere, perhaps in China or India. Still, it would probably have to sell it at a steep
discount, because fewer and fewer buyers are accepting Russian oil.
If Russia were eventually shut off from the global market, rogue countries such as Iran and
Venezuela might be "welcomed back" as sources of oil, said Claudio Galimberti, an analyst at
Rystad Energy. Such additional sources could, in turn, potentially stabilize prices.
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A team of Biden administration officials were in Venezuela over the weekend to discuss energy
and other issues, White House press secretary Jen Psaki said. She said officials discussed a
range of issues, including energy security.
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“By eliminating some of the demand, we're forcing the price of Russian oil down, and that does
reduce revenue to Russia," said Kevin Book, managing director at Clearview Energy Partners.
“In theory, it is a way of reducing how much Russia earns on every barrel it sells, maybe not by
a lot, but by some. The most important question is whether there’s going to be more pressure on
the other side of the Atlantic."
HOW COULD A RUSSIAN OIL BAN AFFECT PRICES?
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The news of the looming U.S. oil ban sent gasoline prices surging, with a gallon of regular
selling for an average of $4.17 Tuesday.
A month ago, oil was selling for about $90 a barrel. Now, prices are surging around $130 a
barrel as buyers shun Russian crude. Refiners had already feared being left with oil they
couldn't resell if sanctions were imposed.
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Shell said Tuesday that it would stop buying Russian oil and natural gas and shut down its
service stations, aviation fuels and other operations there, days after Ukraine’s foreign minister
criticized the energy giant for continuing to buy Russian oil.
Energy analysts warn that prices could go as high to $160 or even $200 a barrel if buyers
continue shunning Russian crude. That trend could send U.S. gasoline prices past $5 a gallon, a
scenario that Biden and other political figures are desperate to avoid.
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ARE RUSSIAN IMPORTS ALREADY FALLING?
The U.S. oil industry has said it shares the goal of reducing reliance on foreign energy sources
and is committed to working with the Biden administration and Congress. Even without
sanctions, some U.S. refiners have severed contracts with Russian companies. Imports of
Russian crude oil and products have tumbled.
“Our industry has taken significant and meaningful steps to unwind relationships" with Russia
and voluntarily limit Russian imports, said Frank Macchiarola, senior vice president of the
American Petroleum Institute, the oil and gas industry’s largest lobbying group.
Preliminary data from the U.S. Energy Department shows that imports of Russian crude dropped
to zero in the last week in February.
WILL EUROPE GO ALONG?
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A ban on Russian oil and natural gas would be painful for Europe. Russia provides about 40% of
Europe’s natural gas for home heating, electricity and industry uses and about a quarter of
Europe’s oil. European officials are seeking ways to reduce their dependence, but it will take
time.
Britain's business secretary, Kwasi Kwarteng, said his country will use the rest of the year to
phase out its imports of oil and petroleum products to "give the market, businesses and supply
chains more than enough time to replace Russian imports," which account for 8% of U.K.
demand.

m

Germany’s economy minister, Robert Habeck, on Tuesday defended the European decision so
far to exempt Russian energy from sanctions.
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“The sanctions have been chosen deliberately so that they impact the Russian economy and the
Putin regime seriously, but they also have been chosen deliberately so that we as an economy
and a nation can keep them up for a long time," Habeck said. “Ill-considered behavior could lead
to exactly the opposite."
“We have maneuvered ourselves into an ever-greater dependency on fossil energy imports from
Russia in the last 20 years," Habeck said. “That is not a good state of affairs."
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Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak of Russia underscored that urgency, saying Moscow
would have “every right" to halt natural gas shipments to Europe through the Nord Stream 1
pipeline to retaliate against Germany for halting the parallel Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which
wasn't yet operating. Novak added that “we have not taken this decision" and that “no one would
benefit from this." His statement marked a shift from Russia's earlier assurances that it had no
intention of cutting off gas to Europe.
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Oil is easier to replace than natural gas. Other countries could increase production of oil and
ship it to Europe. But much oil would have to be replaced, and this would drive up prices even
more because the oil would likely have to travel farther.
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Replacing the natural gas that Russia provides to Europe is likely impossible in the short term.
Most of the natural gas Russia provides to Europe travels through pipelines. To replace it,
Europe would mostly import liquefied natural gas, known as LNG. The continent doesn't have
enough pipelines to distribute gas from coastal import facilities to farther reaches of the
continent.
In January, two-thirds of American LNG exports went to Europe, according to S&P Global Platts.
While U.S. oil and gas producers could drill for more natural gas, its export facilities are already
operating at capacity. Expanding those facilities would take years and billions of dollars.
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Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

S.
co

m

China’s claim that the U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy is aiming to create “an Indo-Pacific version of
NATO”, as the Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, put it on March 7, is not new. Indeed, even
as long as 15 years ago, during the first iteration of the now revived India, Australia, Japan, U.S.
Quad, Beijing warned of an impending “Asian NATO”, which, of course, never materialised. The
latest statement does, however, assume significance in the current global context and amid the
crisis in Ukraine. Mr. Wang, speaking in Beijing during the National People’s Congress, accused
the U.S. of “stoking geopolitical rivalry” by “forming exclusive clubs”. He said by “strengthening
the Five Eyes” intelligence alliance and “peddling the Quad, piecing together AUKUS and
tightening bilateral military alliances”, the U.S. was leading what he called a “five-four-three-two”
formation in the region. The broader goal, he said, was “to establish an Indo-Pacific version of
NATO”.
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In recent weeks, Beijing has repeatedly blamed NATO for the crisis in Ukraine. While claiming to
stay neutral, it has moved to reaffirm ties with Russia, which Beijing on Monday described as
“rock solid”. When the two countries’ leaders met for a summit on February 4, China backed
Russia on its concerns on NATO’s eastward expansion in Europe, and Russia returned the
favour with both criticising the U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy. Beyond their already deep political and
economic linkages, these mirrored concerns on U.S. alliances are emerging as a powerful
binding glue in the China-Russia axis. New Delhi will need to consider how this will impact its
close relations with Russia. By explicitly equating the Quad, which is not a military pact, with
other security agreements, China now also appears to be clearly situating India as a part of the
U.S. “exclusive club”. New Delhi has rejected that notion. Only last month, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar said “interested parties” were making a “lazy analogy of an Asian NATO”
and India was not a U.S. treaty ally. Indeed, some in New Delhi have come to view Beijing’s
aggressive moves along the LAC in 2020 as a warning sign to deter India-U.S. relations. India’s
firm, and correct, response has been to hold the line, and continue deepening ties not only with
the U.S. and the Quad but also other Indo-Pacific partners to underline it will not be swayed. The
other message from India has been that sensitivity to concerns has to be mutual, and cannot be
demanded from one side when ignored by the other; China’s relations with Pakistan being a
case in point. Mr. Wang did acknowledge that recent “setbacks” in ties suited neither India nor
China — a view New Delhi shares. The two sides will meet on March 11 for the next round of
military talks to take forward LAC disengagement. As India and China continue to seek a muchneeded modus vivendi to restore ties from the lowest point in decades and ensure peace on the
border, they will also need to have a broader conversation about global currents that are
reshaping their bilateral relations.
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Conservative South Korean opposition candidate Yoon Suk-yeol was elected president on
Wednesday in one of the closest fought races in recent history which will shape Asia's fourthlargest economy for the next five years.

S.
co

Yoon, from the main opposition People Power Party, edged out the ruling Democratic Party's
Lee Jae-myung with 48.6% of the vote to 47.8%, with more than 98% of the ballots counted as
of 4.20 a.m. on Thursday (1920 GMT Wednesday).
Lee conceded defeat and congratulated his opponent.

"I did my best, but failed to live up to your expectations," he told a news conference, blaming his
"shortcomings".
"The president-elect, I desperately ask you to overcome divisions and conflicts and open an era
of integration and unity."
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Yoon had yet to make an official acceptance speech. But as he left home for campaign
headquarters, he said it had been a "very long night" and thanked hundreds of supporters who
gathered in front of his home.
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The unusually bitter election campaign was marred by scandals and smears, but the policy
stakes are high for the country of 52 million.
Around 77% of South Korea's 44 million eligible voters cast ballots to pick the leader of a nation
whose global status is rising even as it has been riven by gender and generational divisions,
while facing a confrontational North Korea.
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The winner must tackle challenges including South Korea's worst wave of COVID-19 infections,
growing inequality and surging home prices, while navigating an increasingly tense rivalry
between China and the United States.
Voters also want the new president to root out graft and pursue negotiations to curb North
Korea's nuclear ambitions.
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PAKISTAN INDUCTS CHINA-MADE J-10C MULTI-ROLE
FIGHTER JETS INTO PAF
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Pakistan on Friday formally inducted an unspecified number of J-10C multi-role fighter jets,
acquired from China, into its air force. Prime Minister Imran Khan addressed a ceremony held at
Pakistan Air Force (PAF) base in Kamra to induct the new fighter jets.pTI
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The historic surge in oil is reshaping the outlook for Asian equity and currency markets, as the
specter of prolonged high prices exposes the vulnerability of energy-dependent countries.
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Risks of a rise in consumer prices and disruption to current-account balances have triggered
strong foreign outflows from equities in markets like India and South Korea in recent days,
spurring weakness in their currencies.
A few resources-rich nations, like Australia and Indonesia, are among the beneficiaries as their
markets are holding up amid the downturn since Russia invaded Ukraine. Sanctions against
Russian oil pushed the price of Brent crude to as high as $139 a barrel earlier in the week.
“There couldn’t be a more appropriate time than now for investors to remain well-diversified
across assets," said David Chao, global market strategist for Asia Pacific ex-Japan at Invesco
Ltd. “It makes sense to be overweight in natural resources and those countries that are the
biggest commodity exporters in energy, agriculture and metals."
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Australia

The country is a world leader in producing and exporting metals and minerals, including coal,
iron ore and gold. Oil and natural gas account for more than 15% of Australia’s export earnings,
according to RBC Europe Ltd.
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The benchmark S&P/ASX 200 Index, where material firms account for a quarter of the
weighting, has declined 2% since Feb. 23, the day before Russia’s invasion into Ukraine. That’s
versus a more than 7% slide for the MSCI Asia Pacific Index. Miners like Cimic Group Ltd. and
Whitehaven Coal Ltd. have surged at least 27% during the period, while the Australian dollar
was up more than 1% against the greenback as of late Friday in Asia.
India
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In India, which imports about 85% of its oil needs, foreigners are selling stocks at a record pace
and the exodus has sent the rupee to a record low. The benchmark S&P BSE Sensex is down
2.9% since Feb. 23, with buying by domestic funds amid a retail-trading frenzy helping limit
equity losses.
Still, the risk of an inflation shock poses a challenge for the central bank and financial markets in
a country that’s likely the most vulnerable to the surge in Brent crude. Earlier this month, Credit
Suisse Group AG double-downgraded Indian stocks to underweight in their Asia allocation, while
upgrading Australia.
Indonesia, Malaysia
Indonesia and Malaysia are the world’s top two exporters of palm oil, a status that has helped
attract investors amid a global stock rout. The Jakarta Composite Index has held its own while
the rupiah is the sole gainer among Asian currencies since the Ukraine invasion.
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Investors Punished by Selloff Find Rare Haven in Malaysia Assets
A resilient ringgit has supported foreign inflows into Malaysian stocks. Down a little more than
1% since Feb. 23, the local equity benchmark is faring better than the regional market.
“It’s the classic inflation hedge," said Wai Ho Leong, a strategist at Modular Asset Management
in Singapore. “I’d be looking for Malaysia assets to buy on the cheap," he said, adding the
currency is still “fundamentally undervalued."
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South Korea
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Another big oil importer, South Korea is also witnessing a foreign selloff that’s contributed to the
weakness in its currency. The won is down about 3% against the greenback since the invasion
of Ukraine, the second-worst performer in Asia.
The Kospi Index, which was the region’s biggest 2022 loser among national equity benchmarks
before the war began, is down almost 11% year-to-date as rising yields threaten to erode
earnings for its tech heavyweights. The outlook has slightly improved as the new president-elect
Yoon Suk-yeol is expected to be more business friendly than his predecessor.
China
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Thailand
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The dynamics are slightly different for Chinese markets, where regulatory concerns have been
hammering share prices. China imports about 15% of its oil from Russia and may be able to pay
lower prices for those imports due to reduced demand from the U.S. and Europe, according to
Jian Chang, Barclays Plc’s chief China economist. A wealth of policy tools also means Beijing
can order state-owned oil refiners to cut profit to cap fuel prices.

Soaring fuel costs are threatening a nascent recovery in Thailand’s tourism-dependent
economy, just as the nation started opening up to international travel. The likely loss of Russian
tourists, the largest group of travelers in January, would deal another blow to the economy.
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The baht is Asia’s worst performing currency since the invasion of Ukraine, while the SET Index
has fallen more than 2%.
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VILLAGES ALONG CHINA BORDER TO OPEN FOR
TOURISM
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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Stargazers’ delight:Villages in Ladakh can be turned into dark sky destination that could attract
astronomy enthusiasts.AFPMOHD ARHAAN ARCHER | Photo Credit: MOHD ARHAAN
ARCHER
The Union government plans to open the villages along the Chinese border for tourists under the
Vibrant Village programme announced in the Union Budget 2022-23.
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Recently, the Union Home Ministry held a meeting with public representatives of such villages
from the States of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and the Union
Territory of Ladakh.
A senior government official said the Budget provisions for the programme had been sent to the
Expenditure Finance Committee for its approval after which the scheme would be presented
before the Union Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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Tashi Gyalson, chief executive councillor of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council
(LAHDC), told The Hindu that a pre-exercise on plan formulation is under way at the district level
in order to strengthen every border village.
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“Some villages in Ladakh such as those in Changthang region can be turned into dark sky
destination that could attract astronomy enthusiasts. Since the terrain is tough, several
measures will have to be taken to improve the facilities for tourists,” Mr. Gyalson who represents
the BJP in the LAHDC, said.
On February 23, at a virtual meeting organised by the Rural Development Ministry, a senior
Home Ministry official said that for economic activities under the scheme, “emphasis be given on
tourism and culture”.
Various schemes
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“In the Vibrant Villages programme, schemes related to livelihood generation, road connectivity,
housing, rural infrastructure, renewable energy, television and broadband connections should be
undertaken,” the official stated.
A Parliamentary Committee on Home Affairs in its December 2021 report had recommended
that all villages in Ladakh, particularly those located in Zero-Border such as Chumar and
Demchok, should be electrified “in order to stop migration of people from these areas”.
According to the report, of the 236 habitable villages in Ladakh, only 172 have telecom
infrastructure and “only 24 and 78 villages have 3G and 4G Internet connectivity”, respectively.
Konchok Stanzin, councillor of Chushul in eastern Ladakh, said there are 19 villages along
border village that have nil or partial communicaton facilities. China has established several new
villages along the LAC in the past few years particularly across the Arunachal Pradesh border.
Another government official said the Vibrant Village programme was a counter to China’s model
villages but the name has been carefully chosen so as to not cause any consternation in the
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neighbouring country.
The Union government plans to open the villages along the Chinese border for tourists under the
Vibrant Village programme announced in the Union Budget 2022-23.
Recently, the Union Home Ministry held a meeting with public representatives of such villages
from the States of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and the Union
Territory of Ladakh.
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A senior government official said the Budget provisions for the programme had been sent to the
Expenditure Finance Committee for its approval after which the scheme would be presented
before the Union Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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Tashi Gyalson, chief executive councillor of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council
(LAHDC), told The Hindu that a pre-exercise on plan formulation is under way at the district level
in order to strengthen every border village.
“Some villages in Ladakh such as those in Changthang region can be turned into dark sky
destination that could attract astronomy enthusiasts. Since the terrain is tough, several
measures will have to be taken to improve the facilities for tourists,” Mr. Gyalson who represents
the BJP in the LAHDC, said.

Various schemes
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On February 23, at a virtual meeting organised by the Rural Development Ministry, a senior
Home Ministry official said that for economic activities under the scheme, “emphasis be given on
tourism and culture”.
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“In the Vibrant Villages programme, schemes related to livelihood generation, road connectivity,
housing, rural infrastructure, renewable energy, television and broadband connections should be
undertaken,” the official stated.
A Parliamentary Committee on Home Affairs in its December 2021 report had recommended
that all villages in Ladakh, particularly those located in Zero-Border such as Chumar and
Demchok, should be electrified “in order to stop migration of people from these areas”.
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According to the report, of the 236 habitable villages in Ladakh, only 172 have telecom
infrastructure and “only 24 and 78 villages have 3G and 4G Internet connectivity”, respectively.
Konchok Stanzin, councillor of Chushul in eastern Ladakh, said there are 19 villages along
border village that have nil or partial communicaton facilities. China has established several new
villages along the LAC in the past few years particularly across the Arunachal Pradesh border.
Another government official said the Vibrant Village programme was a counter to China’s model
villages but the name has been carefully chosen so as to not cause any consternation in the
neighbouring country.
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A senior Ukrainian police officer has accused Russian forces of launching phosphorus bomb
attacks in the eastern region of Lugansk.
International law prohibits the use of white phosphorus shells in heavily populated civilian areas,
but allows them in open spaces to be used as cover for troops.
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Oleksi Biloshytsky, head of police in Popasna, around 100 km west of Lugansk, said on
Saturday that Russian forces had used the chemical weapon in his area. “It’s what the Nazis
called a ‘flaming onion’ and that’s what the Russcists (amalgamation of ‘Russians’ and ‘fascists’)
are dropping on our towns. Indescribable suffering and fires,” he wrote on Facebook. It was not
immediately possible to verify the comments.

IA

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 45
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-03-14

NO OVATION FOR INDIA’S STAND ON THE WAR ON
UKRAINE
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What remains after aerial bombing in the city of Irpin, northwest of Kyiv. | Photo Credit: AFP
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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has placed considerable moral responsibility on India, both as one
of the world’s largest countries and its most populous democracy. However, at the United
Nations (UN), India has refused to condemn the violation of the rights of the Ukrainians. It has,
instead, put out a homily that speaks of resolving differences through dialogue. It has moved
with alacrity to save its citizens without expressing compassion for the people of Ukraine who
face an onslaught from a much larger military power than them. It would be natural for observers
to equate the actions of the state in a democracy with the will of the people. So, as we are a
democracy, the Indian government’s abstention in the UN Security Council vote on Ukraine is
sure to rebound on Indians in their interaction with the rest of the world in the future,
unfavourably.
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Arguments justifying India’s stance in the UN have emanated from the erstwhile grandees of
India’s diplomatic corps and current members of the national security community. The first of
these is that in international affairs, a country must be guided by its national interest and not
some abstract principles. What these principles could be is left unspecified, but what India’s
interests are have been stated with clarity. Of the latter, it is pointed out that due to the very high
dependence of India on the Soviet Union for defence equipment and the likely need of support
on the Pakistan issue in the Security Council, India must not offend Russia by condemning the
invasion. The result is that India makes statements that convince no one, only drawing attention
to its lack of commitment to principle in international affairs.
Editorial | Quadrilateral queasiness: On India’s stance in Russia-Ukraine crisis
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Actually, interests and principles are not that apart. If a people’s principles are their most deeply
held beliefs about how the world must be ordered, then their interest lies in ensuring that their
principles prevail in international relations. Thus, if India does not want to see itself to be the
victim of territorial aggression in the future, it must communicate strongly on the world stage that
it condemns the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Those in charge of India’s foreign policy must reflect on its choice to be on the same page as
China — a habitual violator of the norm of peaceful coexistence — on an issue of unprovoked
aggression against a sovereign state. At a time when India’s abstention on the Russian invasion
of Ukraine is being likened to its abstention in the UN on the Soviet invasion of Hungary in 1956
it would do to recognise the difference.
In the 1950s the West was clearly unsympathetic to India, playing its card openly on the Kashmir
issue at the UN as early as 1947. On the other hand, the Soviet Union, the precursor to the
present-day Russian state, had rescued India several times by exercising its veto in the UN
Security Council. Now, close to 75 years later, the situation has changed. Public opinion in the
West does not favour unconditional support of Pakistan vis-à-vis India while Russia encourages
Pakistan. Moreover, we know by now that some limited support at the UN matters little, as taking
the Kashmir issue to the UN Security Council has not got Pakistan to withdraw from the territory
it occupied. As India does not intend to expand its territory, it need not rely on any particular
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country that is a permanent member of the Security Council to support its future plans.
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Now on the matter of reliance on the Russians for defence equipment. It is indeed correct that
India relies on the Russians for such equipment and their spare parts. At the same time there is
a global market for arms. It is not evident that anything withheld by the Russians cannot be
sourced from that market. We have in the past bought guns from Sweden, ships from the United
Kingdom and aircraft from France. It is the unpalatable truth that there is considerable spare
capacity in the production of weapons in this world, and ready money is sure to get you to the
goods you seek. For India to base its public stance on the Russian invasion of Ukraine on the
assured supply of armaments is to really drag ourselves down to the bottom of the pit in terms of
ethics.
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A second response from India’s security establishment has taken the form of a rationalisation of
the decision to abstain on grounds that the Russian invasion and the West’s reaction, that has
not included war so far, is a conflict between the east and the west, and India should stay out of
it. While the argument about our need for defence equipment has at least a Kautilyan veneer,
this position is contemptible. To avert one’s eyes from unprovoked aggression towards an
independent country by one 10 times stronger would be to reveal a total lack of moral fibre. To
say that this is just another east-west conflict from which India should stay out is tantamount to
seeing the Russian invasion and the brave defence of their country by the Ukrainians as a mere
marital squabble.
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If there is a maxim that conveys an ancient belief of Indians, it is Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,
implying that the world is a family. Families do not usually tolerate the bullying of the weak by
those stronger among them. If India had allowed this principle to fall by the wayside in 1956
when it refused to condemn the Soviet invasion of Hungary, its action today is much worse. At
that time, Jawaharlal Nehru was only concerned with propagating the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, christened Panchsheel. Today, empowered by its economic ascent over the
decades, Narendra Modi talks of India being the ‘ Vishwaguru’ or World Teacher. By continuing
to see herself as the world’s teacher while refusing to take a stand on the invasion of Ukraine,
India mocks her chosen self-image. A teacher is granted respect for speaking truth to power.
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The invasion of Ukraine, rather like Hitler’s invasion of Poland in 1939, is a once-in-a-century
event. India’s foreign policy establishment seems to have missed its significance for the world.
India must take a long view of how it wants to engage with it. Its actions so far leave it in the
company of Russia and China. These are not democracies as understood; indeed, most of their
recent actions militate against that description. Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping have ensured that
they will have unusually long tenures as leaders of their states. Reminiscent of the fascists in
Europe, they make expansionist claims based on ethnicity, persecute their own people based on
religion or sexual orientation, and exude an ethnic chauvinism. Most Indians abhor these
practices.
India is a democracy, even if a somewhat diminished one of late. Moreover, it has not officially
discarded Panchsheel as yet. It cannot look away from the violation of widely accepted norms
contained in the unprovoked invasion of Ukraine for fear of losing access to its supply of
armaments or of reciprocal support in the UN on matters of concern to it. Nor does it have the
option of playing the ostrich, as suggested by some, for that would fool no one else. Standing up
for what you believe in brings with it the possibility of encountering hardship. But then, sticking to
its principles is not just in India’s national interest, it is also its own reward.
Pulapre Balakrishnan teaches at Ashoka University. He served as the Country Economist for
Ukraine at the World Bank
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‘32 NEW ROADS ALONG CHINA BORDER’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Work has started on eight roads while 32 helipads will come up along all stretches. | Photo
Credit: -
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Post-Galwan incident, the Government of India sanctioned 32 roads along the China border, of
which work has started on eight roads, a report tabled in the Rajya Sabha on Monday said.
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) informed a parliamentary panel that 32 helipads were being
constructed and upgraded along the China border.
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The report on Demands for Grants (2022-23) of the MHA by the parliamentary standing
committee headed by Congress leader Anand Sharma said the Ministry had demanded Rs.
3,637.92 crore for border infrastructure in the coming fiscal though it was able to spend only
50% of the allocated budget till December 2021.

IA

“The committee is surprised to note that only 50% amount of the RE [revised estimate] 2021-22
[Rs. 1481.10 crore] has been expended up to December 31, 2021. The Ministry has sought an
amount of Rs. 3637.92 crore from the Ministry of Finance for the border infrastructure scheme in
BE [Budget Estimate] 2022-23 [projected]. The Committee fails to understand the reasons for
seeking such high allocation in spite of the under-utilisation of the funds allocated at RE 202122,” the report said.
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The Ministry informed the panel that to improve the existing infrastructure and to enhance the
operational capabilities of security forces, the government had undertaken various projects and
schemes in the past few years along the China border.
It stated that under the Indo-China Border Roads Phase-I (ICBR-I), the construction of 25 roads,
measuring 751.58 km, at an estimated cost of Rs. 3482.52 crore was taken up. Out of this, 18
roads measuring 475.29 km were in operational use while the work on the remaining seven
roads was on.
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The first phase was initiated in 2005 when it was decided that the MHA would construct 27
priority roads totaling 608 km along China border.
The second phase (ICBR-II) was approved on September 21, 2020, months after 20 Indian
soldiers were killed in clashes with the Chinese People’s Liberation Army in eastern Ladakh.
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FRAGMENTING WORLD ORDER, UNTIED NATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The global order has broken down | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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*Nearly three weeks into the Russian war on Ukraine, the cost to India is still to be counted.
While some are focusing on how India’s refusal to criticise Russia’s actions, and the string of
abstentions at the United Nations, would affect its relations with the West and its Quad partners
(the United States, Australia and Japan), others are watching the economic costs that the
unprecedented sanctions of the U.S. and the European Union will have on Indian trade, energy
and defence purchases. However, the outcome that should worry New Delhi and other likeminded countries the most, apart from the devastating consequences for the Ukrainian nation, is
the impact the Ukraine crisis is having on the global world order, which is fragmenting in every
respect of global interconnectedness — in terms of international cooperation, security, military
use, economic order, and even cultural ties.
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To begin with, the global order has broken down and events in Ukraine have exposed the United
Nations and the Security Council for their complete ineffectiveness. Russia’s actions in Ukraine
may, in terms of refusing to seek an international mandate, seem no different from the war by
the United States in Iraq in 2003, Israel’s bombing of Lebanon in 2006 and the Saudi-coalition’s
attacks of Yemen in 2015.
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But Ukraine is in fact a bigger blow to the post-World War order than any other. The direct
missile strikes and bombing of Ukrainian cities every day, exacting both military and civilian
casualties, and the creation of millions of refugees, run counter to every line of the UN Charter
preamble, i.e. “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war...”, “to practice tolerance
and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours”, as well as Articles 1 and 2 of
the ‘Purposes and Principles’ of the United Nations (Chapter 1).
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The fact that Russian President Vladimir Putin broadcast his decision to “launch military
operations” on Ukraine at the same time the Russian envoy to the United Nations was presiding
over a UN Security Council discussion on the Ukraine crisis, speaks volumes for the respect the
P-5 member felt for the proceedings. A vote of the international commons, or the UN General
Assembly (UNGA), that decried Moscow’s actions, was brushed off in a way that was even
easier than when the U.S. did when it lost the UNGA vote in 2017 over its decision to move the
U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem.
Meanwhile, in their responses, other P-5 members such as the United States, the United
Kingdom and France did not seek to strengthen the global order either, imposing sanctions
unilaterally rather than attempting to bring them to the UN. Clearly, Russia would have vetoed
any punitive measures, but that should not have stopped the attempt. Nor are the surge in
weapons transfers to Ukraine a vote of confidence in the UN’s power to effect a truce.
The next point is Russian recklessness with regard to nuclear safety in a country that has
suffered the worst impacts of poor safety and planning following the 1986 Chernobyl disaster
(when Ukraine was part of the Soviet Union), which is a challenge to the global nuclear order.
Russian military’s moves to target areas near Chernobyl and shell buildings near the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant ( also Europe’s largest), show an alarming nonchalance
towards safeguards in place over several decades, after the U.S.’s detonation of atomic bombs
over Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 led to the establishment of the International Atomic
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Energy Agency (IAEA) in 1956. The world must also consider the cost to the nuclear nonproliferation regime’s credibility: Ukraine and Libya that willingly gave up nuclear programmes
have been invaded, while regimes such as Iran and North Korea can defy the global order
because they have held on to their nuclear deterrents.
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There are also the covenants agreed upon during the global war on terrorism, which have been
degraded, with the use of non-state actors in the Ukraine crisis. For years, pro-Russia armed
militia operated in the Donbas regions, challenging the writ of the government in Kyiv. With the
arrival of Russian troops, the Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelensky, has invited all foreign
fighters who are volunteering to support his forces to the country. This seeks to mirror the
“International Brigades” in the Spanish Civil War of the 1930s, comprising foreign volunteers
from about 50 countries against forces of Spanish military ruler Francisco Franco.
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However, the role of foreign fighters has taken on a more sinister meaning after 2001 and al
Qaeda, when western recruits joined the Islamic State to fight Syrian President Assad’s forces.
British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss’s recent statement that she would “absolutely support” British
veterans and volunteers joining the Ukraine war against Russia has since been reversed by the
British Foreign Office, and it is hoped that other countries around the world, including India,
make firm efforts towards preventing such “non-state actors” from joining a foreign war.
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Economic sanctions by the U.S., the U.K. and the European Union (EU) also point to a
fragmentation of the global financial order. While analysts have pointed out that the sanctions
announced so far do not include some of Russia’s biggest banks such as Sberbank and
Gazprombank and energy agencies (in order to avoid the disruption of oil and gas from Russia),
the intent to cut Russia out of all monetary and financial systems remains. From the eviction of
Russia from SWIFT payments, to the cancellation of Mastercard, Visa, American Express and
Paypal, to the sanctioning of specific Russian businesses and oligarchs and pressure on
Western businesses (McDonalds, Coca-Cola, Pepsi, etc.) operating in Russia to shut down, the
arbitrary and unilateral nature of western sanctions rub against the international financial order
set up under the World Trade Organization (that replaced the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade, or GATT).
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The obvious fallout of this “economic cancel culture” will, without doubt, be a reaction — a
pushback from Russia and an exploration of alternative trading arrangements with countries
such as China, India and much of the Eastern Hemisphere which continue to trade with
Moscow. For the S-400 missile defence deal, for example, New Delhi used a rupee-rouble
mechanism and banks that were immunised from the U.S.’s CAATSA sanctions (or Countering
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act) for advance payments. Russian banks will now
use the Chinese “UnionPay” for online transactions. Gradually, the world may see a “non-dollar”
system emerge which would run banking, fintech and credit systems separately from the “dollar
world”.
Finally, there is the western objective, to “isolate” Russia, socially and culturally, that rails
against the global liberal order. While several governments including the U.S., the U.K. and
Germany have persistently said that their quarrel is not with Russian citizens but with their
leadership, it is clear that most of their actions will hurt the average Russian citizen. The EU’s
ban of all Russian-owned, Russian-controlled or Russian-registered planes from EU airspace,
and Aeroflot’s cancellation of international routes, will ensure that travel to and from Russia is
severely curtailed. Some of this isolation of its citizens will work to the favour of an increasingly
authoritarian Kremlin. Mr. Putin’s response to the banning of Russian channels in Europe and its
allies has been to use the western media ban as a pretext to ban opposition-friendly Russian
channels as well. The “isolation” extends to art and music: in the past two weeks the Munich
Philharmonic fired its chief conductor and New York’s Metropolitan Opera let a Russian soprano,
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Anna Netrebko, go because they would not criticise the war. The Bolshoi Ballet’s performances
in London and Madrid were similarly cancelled.
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The perils of this comprehensive boycott of Russia are not without historical precedent.
Speaking to his Parliament this week, Mr. Zelensky invoked British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill’s “Fight to the End” speech, delivered at the House of Commons in June 1940, to
speak about Ukraine’s commitment to fight Russia. European onlookers would do well to also
remember Churchill’s other famous speech, “The Sinews of Peace”, delivered in the United
States in 1946, when he first referred to the “Iron curtain coming down” between Soviet Russia
and Western Europe. “The safety of the world requires a new unity in Europe, from which no
nation should be permanently outcast,” Churchill had warned, although his words went in vain
and the world suffered the consequences of the Cold War for the next four decades.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in
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The events over the past two weeks, set in motion by Russia’s declaration of war on Ukraine,
have no doubt reversed many of the ideas of 1945 and 1990, fragmenting the international order
established with the UN, ushering in an era of deglobalisation and bringing down another Iron
Curtain. India’s abstentionist responses and its desire not to be critical of any of the actions
taken by the big powers might keep Indians safe in the short term. But in the long term, it is only
those nations that move proactively to uphold, strengthen and reinvent the global order that will
make the world a safer place, even as this war that promises few winners rages on.
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A NEW DEAL: ON REVIVING THE JCPOA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations
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.The Vienna talks aimed at reviving the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), also
known as the Iran nuclear deal, have hit a wall after Russia sought sanctions exemptions for its
future trade and defence ties with Iran. European negotiators say “a good deal” is on the table.
But Russia, which has been slapped with a barrage of sanctions by the United States and its
allies over the Ukraine invasion, seeks written guarantees that those curbs would not “in any
way harm” its ties with Iran. The nuclear deal, reached in 2015, started unravelling in 2018 as
the Trump administration unilaterally pulled the U.S. out of the agreement despite international
certification that Iran was fully compliant with its terms. After the U.S.’s withdrawal, Iran started
enriching uranium to a higher purity and installing advanced centrifuges at its nuclear plants.
Now, nuclear experts believe Iran is just months away from having enough high purity uranium
to make a nuclear bomb, though the Iranian leadership has repeatedly claimed that it has no
plan to make one. Western officials say the growing nuclear capability of Iran demands urgent
steps to conclude the deal and curb its nuclear programme. Removing sanctions on Iran and
letting Iran’s oil enter the global market could also ease oil and gas prices, which shot up after
the Russian attack on Ukraine.
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The West’s push to conclude the deal gives Russia added leverage in the negotiations, at a time
when relations between Moscow and western capitals are at their lowest point since the end of
the Cold War. The U.S. and Europe are reportedly looking for alternatives to revive the deal
without Russia. But it would not be easy. Russia, an original signatory of the JCPOA, is a
member of the joint commission that supervises Iran’s compliance. Under the agreement,
Russia is also required to take control of Iran’s excess enriched uranium and work with Tehran
to turn its Fordow nuclear plant into a research facility. In theory, the deal can be revived if other
signatories take up Russia’s responsibilities. But it is not clear whether Iran and China would be
ready to go ahead without Russia. While the Iranians have publicly said they would not allow
any “external factors” to impact their national interests, Tehran is unlikely to ignore the sensitivity
of Russia, an ally, and reach an agreement with the U.S., whose exit scuttled the original deal.
This leaves the future of the nuclear deal in Russian hands. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
the West’s response to it have already sent commodity prices soaring and shaken the global
economy, which is yet to come out of the COVID-19 shock. A further delay or a total collapse of
the Iran deal would not only deepen the security crisis in West Asia but also add pressure on
global oil and gas prices. The signatories should not hold the Iran deal to ransom. They should
continue to push for a collective agreement that could curb Iran’s nuclear programme and take
the country into the global economic mainstream.
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UN RESOLUTION FOCUSES ONLY ON ONE RELIGION:
INDIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

T.S. Tirumurti | Photo Credit: Abhinaya K _11567@Chennai
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As the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution on Tuesday to proclaim March 15
as the International Day to Combat Islamophobia, India expressed concern over phobia against
“one religion being elevated to the level of an international day”.
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India’s Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador T.S. Tirumurti said in the General
Assembly that India hoped the resolution adopted “does not set a precedent”, which will lead to
multiple resolutions based on selective religions and divide the United Nations into religious
camps.
Global diversity

“Hinduism has more than 1.2 billion followers, Buddhism more than 535 million and Sikhism
more than 30 million spread out around the world. It is time that we acknowledged the
prevalence of religiophobia, rather than single out just one,” he said.
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The 193-member General Assembly adopted a resolution, introduced by Pakistan’s
Ambassador Munir Akram under agenda item Culture of peace, to proclaim March 15 as the
International Day to Combat Islamophobia.
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Following the adoption of the draft resolution, Mr. Tirumurti said while India condemns all acts
motivated by anti-semitism, Christianophobia or Islamophobia, such phobias were not restricted
to Abrahamic religions only.
He pointed to the emergence of anti-Hindu, anti-Buddhist and anti-Sikh phobias.
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E-TOURIST VISA RESTORED FOR 156 COUNTRIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Days after it announced that international flights to and from India will resume fully from March
27, the government restored the electronic tourist visa (e-TV) facility for 156 countries, the Union
Home Ministry said in an order.
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However, all land and riverine borders, including the Attari-Wagah post along Pakistan, will
continue to remain shut, except for those with special permission.

S.
co

The Ministry said that the “instructions will not be applicable to Afghanistan nationals” who will
continue to be governed by e-Emergency X-Miscellaneous Visa.
“Order for opening of Land ICPs (Integrated Check Posts) and riverine routes will be
communicated separately,” the order said.
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“Currently valid e-tourist visa issued for five years, which was suspended since March 2020,
shall stand restored to nationals of 156 eligible countries with immediate effect. Nationals of
these 156 counties will also be eligible for issuance of fresh e-tourist visa,” the order noted. It
said that valid regular (paper) tourist visa with validity of five years, issued to foreign nationals of
all countries, shall also be restored.
“Fresh Regular (Paper) Tourist visa up to 5 years validity may also be issued to the nationals of
the eligible countries subject to the restrictions imposed from time to time,” it said.
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The long duration (10 years) regular tourist visa for the citizens of the U.S. and Japan, issued
before March 2020 has also been restored. Fresh ones would also be issued.

cr

Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 55
Source : www.idsa.in

Date : 2022-03-17

RUSSIA’S AI ENABLED MILITARY ECOSYSTEM AND
ITS ALGORITHMIC WARFARE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

More from the author
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The ongoing Russia–Ukraine conflict showcases how various technologies can be vehemently
used on the battlefield through both land and air. With Russia’s advanced air combat
capabilities, it has reportedly used only Tu-22M3 bombers, Ka-52 attack helicopters, SU25,
Su27 flanker and Su30 fighters to destroy Ukraine’s military bases and other critical
infrastructures. Russia’s new Artificial Intelligence (AI) capabilities include AI-enabled robotic
weapons, autonomous tanks, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), and long-range strikes
involving high-precision missiles.1 Russia is heavily committed to the use of AI for military
systems for intelligence gathering, C4ISR, logistics and development of autonomous weapons.
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Despite having advanced AI-based military capabilities, Russia has not used any lethal
autonomous weapon systems in the recent conflict. Moreover, Russia’s development and use of
weaponised AI is not only attributed to the quest of power or the global AI race but also to the
strategic implications and risks involved with autonomy. The technological modernisation with AI
has been declared as one of the key areas for the future of defence strategy. One significant
aspect of AI is that it is not a weapon but a range of functions and technologies that can be
devised through integrating it with systems to gain a strategic advantage over adversaries.
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Today, countries with geopolitical conflicts are using AI and Machine Learning (ML) in
cyberattacks, misinformation and disinformation campaigns to their advantage. This has been
visible in the current Russia–Ukraine conflict, where Russia has been suspected of having used
asymmetric warfare by using AI-based cyber-attacks, electronic warfare and information
weapons on Ukraine’s infrastructure like electrical grids and communication systems before the
incursion. Russia has in the past also used this discreet use of technology for destabilising its
opponents’ infrastructures. The discourse on the use of weaponised AI in such conflicts entails
domestic challenges in addition to geopolitical implications. Therefore, Russia is being careful
and heading with a strategised course of action in using this technology on battlefield.
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Russia is spearheading its AI strategy with heavy investments in military, state-sponsored actors
and the private sector. It has been stated that with Russia’s increasing adoption of futuristic
technologies and modern battlefield capabilities, the US might be outmatched in the areas of
armour, artillery, air defence, space and cyberspace.2
Russia’s AI strategy gained momentum in 2014 when the Russian Ministry of Defence (MoD)
adopted the concept for the use of Robotic Systems for military use by 2030, with 30 per cent of
combat power being robotised to partial or complete autonomy. In 2016, the strategy of scientific
and technological development of the Russian Federation was approved with the priority on the
creation of systems for Big Data, AI and ML. In 2017, Russia launched its AI-enabled virtual
assistant Alice by Yandex and a cooperation agreement was signed between Yandex and
Gazprom Neft to implement machine learning projects in the oil industry.3 The same year
Vladimir Putin declared that “whichever country becomes the leader in artificial intelligence (AI)
will become the ruler of the world”.4 Despite this, Russia is still behind when compared to US
and China in terms of AI capabilities, according to a report by the US government-funded Center
for Naval Analyses.5 Russia was not a leader in communication networks but used this
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technology for weaponising itself for advanced cyber capabilities and became a leader.
Considering Russia’s capabilities in advanced weapon systems, it is likely that it will soon be a
leader in AI-enabled warfare. In 2018, the Russian MoD hosted a joint conference with the
Ministry of Education and Science and the Russian Academy of Sciences, which led to the 10point statement that specifically focuses on innovative and AI-driven solutions.6 In 2019, another
initiative was led by the Russian government for National Strategy for the Development of AI
with AI Federal Project inclined towards the private sector. The AI Roadmap drafted by
SberBank estimated an investment of US$ 5.13 billion, which was later revised to US$ 3.83
billion.7
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In 2021, the Russian President again stated that 2021 will be the year of Science and
Technology in Russia with a breakthrough in technology, economy and social progress.8 In the
modernisation of Russian armed forces, AI has been highlighted as a priority for integrating
autonomous and robotic weapon systems. For this, the National Defence Management Centre
has been established to set up coordination between various military units.9
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With the recent announcement by Xi Jinping on China–Russia “no limits partnership” and
deciding to back each other on Ukraine and Taiwan conflicts, it is evident that these two nations
will have more collaborations in future.10 Russia also suggested China for partnership in
garnering and building Russia’s AI readiness in the wake of Ukraine crisis. Russia’s AI
programme functions differently when compared to other countries as it is run by the stateowned firms and not by the government. Russia’s defence conglomerate Rostec is working
dedicatedly on building AI capabilities. The Russian government is shorthanded due to its lack in
a strong defence industrial base.11 Currently, there are more than 150 AI-enabled military
systems at various stages of development in the areas of autonomous air, underwater, surface
and ground platforms.12
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AI plays a vital role in information warfare, which is evident in the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, as
it helps in analysing the vast amount of open-source intelligence from videos to Telegram posts
on troops and attacks, to fact check the events and claims made by both sides and can be
further used for future war crime prosecutions. One issue with the use of such technology is
deep fakes that use AI techniques to create realistic videos to launch disinformation campaigns.
However, ML can detect such fake videos, and various social media platforms are already used
to deploy such systems.
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Some of the world’s biggest AI companies have become the battlefield for information warfare
amidst this conflict, with the data and services becoming vital links to it. Some companies like
Apple and Dell have ceased their sales in Russia and have removed apps like RT News and
Sputnik News from the app store.13 To mitigate the disinformation campaigns, companies like
Meta, Twitter and Telegram are either limiting or suspending the promotional posts for the safety
of the people in the conflict zone. Tesla and SpaceX have opened the Starlink for Ukraine at the
request of the Vice Prime Minister, Mykhailo Fedorov. Elon Musk has also made superchargers
free to use in Poland, Slovakia and Hungary to help people escape from the war zone.
Russia is also engaging in three-front information warfare against Ukraine which includes:14
The Joint All-Command & Control (JADC2) has become today’s buzzword across militaries.
Russia calls it an Automated Control System (ACS) that connects all the domains like air, sea,
land, cyber and space together, collects and distribute the data from sensors shooters into one
information space. Russia is exuberantly working on using AI and autonomous systems to make
its forces more lethal. It is believed that Russia is using AI-enabled systems in the Ukraine
conflict to gather surveillance footage from drones and analyse the battlefield data. There is also
a possibility that Russia might receive advanced AI-enabled weapons from China in exchange
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for information on the efficient integration of drones in combat operations.15 Russia has battletested expertise on the use of drones for combat operations in Syria, which China currently does
not have. Russia has Kamikaze drones called Lantset, which has autonomous capabilities to
attack tanks or troop concentrations by loitering the pre-selected target and crashing into it with
the warhead. Russia has reportedly used these in Syria, and it is said to have been used in
Ukraine as well.16 Some other uncrewed systems that Russia has include the new version of S70 Okhotnik which is a stealth combat drone that has the capability to hit the target from an
altitude with the unguided bomb. Russia has also procured predator-type stealth aircraft called
Inokhodets-RU (“Sirius”) and Forpost ("Outpost") drones from Israel.17 Ukraine, on the other
hand, is using a Turkish-made TB2 drone, which works autonomously and can perform laserguided artillery strikes.
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The Russian armada of latest AI-enabled weapon system includes Altius RU drone, an
unmanned craft equipped with AI capabilities that can operate independently and interact with
SU-57. Altius is the counterpart of the US’s RQ-4 Global Hawk, which is capable of carrying out
reconnaissance operations as well as carry a ton of missiles and bombs in its payload.18
Another AI-enabled weapon system is the Msta-SM 2S19M2, a robotised artillery system
equipped with new automated guidance and fire control system from the howitzers.19 The
Russian military is also using an unmanned ground vehicle called Marker capable of functioning
autonomously and creating swarms to operate on the battlefield. It uses neural network, a
subfield of AI, to perform the swarming operation.20 Considering Russia’s military capabilities
there is not much that Ukraine has to withstand Russia in the ongoing war.
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With the proliferation of AI, the weapons of war are becoming more technologically equipped,
which is changing the battlefield scenarios, as seen in Russia’s current incursion in Ukraine. As
Russia is being suspected of having used AI-based cyber-attacks on Ukraine, it is also believed
that the US and other NATO members are also pursuing similar tactics against Russia.
However, there is no denying that Russia’s AI-enabled military capabilities and autonomy have
made its forces more lethal. The anonymity with the use of AI-enabled asymmetric warfare like
cyber warfare and information warfare allows countries to flex their asymmetric power without
any retribution. Furthermore, this makes the impact more offensive by destabilising the country
without any restrictions of geography, causing direct, material and economic impact on the
opponent.
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The exacerbating threat to global security with the advent of these technologies is a subject of
debate. Therefore, it is essential to identify the future risks involved with these technologies, and
to prevent crisis escalation, new agreements and discussions should be initiated to avoid future
confrontations.
AI will play a significant role in developing advanced autonomous systems, and the countries
with indigenous development of such systems will lead the future battlefield, as the
inconspicuous use of technology will be the first step to disable any country’s infrastructure in
case of such conflicts. Hence, it is essential to reiterate that this technology’s range and
potential use in defence applications like cyber-attacks, information warfare, disseminating and
detection of disinformation, deep fakes and autonomous weapon systems, is critical, challenging
and ambiguous, which in future will be the default blueprint of the war strategy.
Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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UNION MINISTER DR. JITENDRA SINGH RELEASES
INDIA’S ARCTIC POLICY IN NEW DELHI TODAY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh, released India's Arctic policy titled 'India and the
Arctic: building a partnership for sustainable development’ today from the Ministry of Earth
Sciences Headquarters in New Delhi.

Emphasizing the importance of India’s Arctic policy, Dr Jitendra Singh said that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, India has proudly moved forward to join an
elite group of countries working on various aspects of Arctic.
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Lauding the efforts of Indian scientists in studies of Arctic, Dr. Singh said that India's Arctic
policy would play an essential role in preparing the country for a future where humankind's
biggest challenges, such as climate change, can be addressed through collective will and effort.
India's Arctic policy shall be implemented through an action plan, and an effective governance
and review mechanism involving the interministerial Empowered Arctic Policy Group.
Implementing India's Arctic policy will involve multiple stakeholders, including academia, the
research community, business, and industry.
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The Minister noted that India’s engagement with the Arctic dates back to a century when
‘Svalbard Treaty’ was signed in February 1920 in Paris and, today India is undertaking several
scientific studies and research in the Arctic region. He said that Indian researchers are
monitoring arctic glaciers for their mass balance and comparing them with glaciers in the
Himalayan region. India has also been actively involved in studies related to the Arctic
oceanography, atmosphere, pollution and microbiology. Over twenty-five Institutes and
Universities are currently involved in Arctic research in India. About a hundred peer-reviewed
papers have been published on Arctic issues since 2007. Thirteen (13) nations are observers in
the Arctic Council which include France, Germany, Italian Republic, Japan, The Netherlands,
People’s Republic of China, Poland, India, Republic of Korea, Spain, Switzerland, United
Kingdom. In 2014 and 2016, India's first multi-sensor moored observatory in Kongsfjorden and
the northernmost atmospheric laboratory in Gruvebadet, Ny Alesund, were launched in the
Arctic region. Until 2022, India has successfully conducted thirteen expeditions to the Arctic.

India's Arctic policy titled 'India and the Arctic: building a partnership for sustainable
development’ lays down six pillars: strengthening India's scientific research and cooperation,
climate and environmental protection, economic and human development, transportation and
connectivity, governance and international cooperation, and national capacity building in the
Arctic region. Implementing India's Arctic policy will involve multiple stakeholders, including
academia, the research community, business, and industry.
India has a significant stake in the Arctic. It is one of thirteen nations holding Observer status in
the Arctic Council, a high-level intergovernmental forum that addresses issues faced by the
Arctic governments and the indigenous people of the Arctic. India's engagement with the Arctic
region has been consistent and multidimensional. The country maintains that all human activity
should be sustainable, responsible, transparent, and based on respect for international laws.
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India's Arctic policy aims to promote the following agenda—
Implementing India's Arctic policy will involve multiple stakeholders, including academia, the
research community, business, and industry. It shall define timelines, prioritise activities and
allocate requisite resources. The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) in
Goa, an autonomous institute under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, is the nodal institution for
India’s Polar research programme, which includes Arctic studies.
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India's Arctic policy is available on the website of the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Government of
India at (https://www.moes.gov.in).
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Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh, released India's Arctic policy titled 'India and the
Arctic: building a partnership for sustainable development’ today from the Ministry of Earth
Sciences Headquarters in New Delhi.

Emphasizing the importance of India’s Arctic policy, Dr Jitendra Singh said that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, India has proudly moved forward to join an
elite group of countries working on various aspects of Arctic.
Lauding the efforts of Indian scientists in studies of Arctic, Dr. Singh said that India's Arctic
policy would play an essential role in preparing the country for a future where humankind's
biggest challenges, such as climate change, can be addressed through collective will and effort.
India's Arctic policy shall be implemented through an action plan, and an effective governance
and review mechanism involving the interministerial Empowered Arctic Policy Group.
Implementing India's Arctic policy will involve multiple stakeholders, including academia, the
research community, business, and industry.
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The Minister noted that India’s engagement with the Arctic dates back to a century when
‘Svalbard Treaty’ was signed in February 1920 in Paris and, today India is undertaking several
scientific studies and research in the Arctic region. He said that Indian researchers are
monitoring arctic glaciers for their mass balance and comparing them with glaciers in the
Himalayan region. India has also been actively involved in studies related to the Arctic
oceanography, atmosphere, pollution and microbiology. Over twenty-five Institutes and
Universities are currently involved in Arctic research in India. About a hundred peer-reviewed
papers have been published on Arctic issues since 2007. Thirteen (13) nations are observers in
the Arctic Council which include France, Germany, Italian Republic, Japan, The Netherlands,
People’s Republic of China, Poland, India, Republic of Korea, Spain, Switzerland, United
Kingdom. In 2014 and 2016, India's first multi-sensor moored observatory in Kongsfjorden and
the northernmost atmospheric laboratory in Gruvebadet, Ny Alesund, were launched in the
Arctic region. Until 2022, India has successfully conducted thirteen expeditions to the Arctic.

India's Arctic policy titled 'India and the Arctic: building a partnership for sustainable
development’ lays down six pillars: strengthening India's scientific research and cooperation,
climate and environmental protection, economic and human development, transportation and
connectivity, governance and international cooperation, and national capacity building in the
Arctic region. Implementing India's Arctic policy will involve multiple stakeholders, including
academia, the research community, business, and industry.
India has a significant stake in the Arctic. It is one of thirteen nations holding Observer status in
the Arctic Council, a high-level intergovernmental forum that addresses issues faced by the
Arctic governments and the indigenous people of the Arctic. India's engagement with the Arctic
region has been consistent and multidimensional. The country maintains that all human activity
should be sustainable, responsible, transparent, and based on respect for international laws.
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India's Arctic policy aims to promote the following agenda—
Implementing India's Arctic policy will involve multiple stakeholders, including academia, the
research community, business, and industry. It shall define timelines, prioritise activities and
allocate requisite resources. The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) in
Goa, an autonomous institute under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, is the nodal institution for
India’s Polar research programme, which includes Arctic studies.
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India's Arctic policy is available on the website of the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Government of
India at (https://www.moes.gov.in).
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Date : 2022-03-19

FINLAND RANKED HAPPIEST COUNTRY FOR FIFTH
YEAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Finland has been named the world’s happiest country for the fifth year running, in an annual UNsponsored index that ranked Afghanistan as the unhappiest, closely followed by Lebanon.
The latest list was completed before the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
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Bulgaria, Romania and Serbia recorded the biggest boosts in wellbeing.

The largest falls in the World Happiness table, released on Friday, came in Lebanon, Venezuela
and Afghanistan.
Lebanon, which is facing economic meltdown, fell to second from last on the index of 146
countries, just below Zimbabwe.
War-scarred Afghanistan, already bottom of the table last year, saw its humanitarian crisis
deepen since the Taliban returned to power last August following the pull-out of US-led troops.

IA

“This (index) presents a stark reminder of the material and immaterial damage that war does to
its many victims,” co-author Jan-Emmanuel De Neve said.
The World Happiness Report, now in its 10th year, is based on people’s own assessment of
their happiness, as well as economic and social data.
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It assigns a happiness score on a scale of zero to 10, based on an average of data over a threeyear period.
Other toppers

Northern Europeans once again dominated the top spots — with the Danes second to the Finns,
followed by the Icelandic, the Swiss and the Dutch.
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The United States rose three places to 16th, one ahead of Britain. France climbed to 20th, its
highest ranking yet.
As well as a personal sense of wellbeing, based on Gallup polls in each country, the happiness
score takes account of GDP, social support, personal freedom and levels of corruption.
This year the authors also used data from social media to compare people’s emotions before
and after the COVID-19 pandemic. They found “strong increases in anxiety and sadness” in 18
countries but a fall in feelings of anger.
“The lesson of the World Happiness Report over the years is that social support, generosity to
one another and honesty in government are crucial for wellbeing,” report co-author Jeffrey
Sachs wrote.
“World leaders should take heed.”
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Date : 2022-03-19

6.5 MILLION DISPLACED: UN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies
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The UN migration agency said that nearly 6.5 million people have been displaced inside
Ukraine, on top of the 3.2 million who have already fled the country. The estimates from the
International Organization for Migration suggests Ukraine is fast on course toward the levels of
displacement from Syria, where 13 million have been driven out of their homes.
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RUSSIA USES HYPERSONIC MISSILES AGAINST
UKRAINE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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“The enemy targeted our depots” but “we have no information of the type of missile,” Ukrainian
Air Force spokesman Yuri Ignat said.
“There has been damage, destruction and the detonation of munitions,” he said.
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A U.S. official said Russia’s offensive remains largely stalled overall, with troops about 30 km
east of the capital Kyiv and facing heavy resistance.
Britain’s Defence Ministry said Russia was struggling to provide its forward troops “with even
basic essentials such as food and fuel” because of Ukrainian attacks on their supply lines.
But as in previous negotiations there appeared to be little progress in reaching a ceasefire, with
Russian President Vladimir Putin accusing Ukraine of “numerous war crimes” during a call late
on Friday with his French counterpart Emmanuel Macron.
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British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss accused Moscow of using the talks as a ‘smokescreen’ as it
carried out “appalling atrocities,” saying she was “very sceptical” they would produce a
breakthrough.
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As Mr. Putin’s ground offensive has met with fierce resistance, Moscow has increasingly turned
to indiscriminate air and long–range strikes. Friday’s attack on the arms depot was the latest
strike in western Ukraine.
More than 3.25 million refugees have fled Ukraine and countless others have sought havens in
the country’s west, though Mr. Putin said his forces were doing “everything possible” to avoid
civilian casualties. But Mr. Zelensky accused Russian forces of blocking aid around hotspot
areas.
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Russia wants Ukraine to disarm and disavow all Western alliances — steps that Kyiv says would
turn it into a vassal state of Moscow.
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THOUSANDS OF TUNISIANS PROTEST AGAINST SAIED
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

More than 2,000 Tunisians rallied on Sunday, the country’s independence day, against
President Kais Saied and a project he launched to gauge public opinion on proposed
constitutional reforms.
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Protesters in the capital shouted “the people want to overthrow the president” and “no to
consultations”.
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The demonstration was organised by the Islamist-inspired Ennahdha party and a movement
named “Citizens Against the Coup” — in reference to a power grab by Mr. Saied last year.
Many of the demonstrators were people who had voted for Mr. Saied, among them blogger and
rights activist Mounira Bouazizi.
“I thought that he believed in democracy and the gains of the revolution, but he did the complete
opposite,” she told AFP.
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Mohammed, a retiree, echoed her, saying: “We cannot call this a democratic process. Today,
the people are divided between pro- and anti-Kais Saied. This harms freedoms and democracy.”
Sunday’s rally was the latest in a series of demonstrations in the country since Mr. Saied seized
a host of powers after dismissing the government and freezing Parliament on July 25.
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Critics have dubbed the move a “coup” and rights groups have warned that the country — seen
as the only democracy to emerge from the Arab Spring protests — is sliding towards autocracy.
Demonstrators marched towards Parliament in the Bardo neighbourhood of Tunis, many waving
national flags, but a large police deployment blocked their path. “We will not accept the results of
the consultation, this farce against the people,” Samira Chaouachi, the vice-president in the
frozen Parliament, told the crowd.
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‘QUAD HAS ACCEPTED INDIAN STAND’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Barry O' Farrell

m

There is no reason to be unhappy with the Indian position regarding the Ukraine crisis, the
Australian envoy to India said here on Sunday.

S.
co

Addressing the media here, High Commissioner Barry O’Farrel appreciated India’s efforts in this
regard and said Canberra is hopeful of concluding the early harvest trade deal by the end of the
March.
“[The] Quad countries have accepted India’s position, each country has bilateral relationship and
it’s clear from the comments of the Ministry of External Affairs and the Prime Minister that he has
used his contacts to call for an end of the conflict and no country will be unhappy with that,” said
Mr. O’Farrel.
The comments from the Australian diplomat set the stage ahead of the virtual summit between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Australian counterpart Scott Morrison, who is expected to
highlight Australian concerns about the ongoing Russian attacks against Ukraine.
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Australia has imposed an array of sanctions against senior Russian officials involved in the
execution of the military campaign against Ukraine. Canberra has also pledged to punish those
who amplify media narratives that support Russia’s claims regarding “de-nazification of Ukraine”.
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India, in comparison to the aggressive Australian position, has taken the moment to strengthen
energy ties with Russia. Indian energy companies have ordered large supplies of crude that
Moscow is making available at a ‘discount’.
This move to secure energy from Russia has made India an exception in the Quadrilateral
alliance of the Indo–Pacific where the other partners — the U.S., Japan and Australia — have hit
Russia with sanctions.
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Continued support

Despite the divergence in the Indian approach, the Modi–Morrison dialogue will provide
Canberra an opportunity to press India to increase coordination with other members of the Quad
regarding Ukraine.
Australia, however, it was learnt, will continue to support India’s quest for sustainable energy
security and there is a possibility of both sides exploring joint projects to source precious
minerals like lithium from Australian mines.
Mr. O’Farrel also indicated that the dialogue between Indian and Australian officials has been
proceeding on the trade front since it was launched by the Trade Ministers — Piyush Goyal and
Dan Tehan — in February.
“We are hopeful of signing the phase-1 — early harvest — trade deal by the end of this month,”
said Mr. O’Farrel. The early harvest trade deal is expected to focus on commodities trade and
will be followed by the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement, CECA.
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India and Australia have been in dialogue regarding CECA since 2011, but this is the first time
that they have agreed on an early harvest trade deal.
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INDIA HOPES TO PUT DOWN ROOTS IN ARCTIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Crucial outpost:Scientists in front of Himadri, the Indian research station in the Arctic.Special
ArrangementSpecial Arrangement

m

India aspires to have a permanent presence with more research and satellite ground stations in
the Arctic region, suggests a perusal of its Arctic Policy document officially unveiled last week.
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India now has a single station, Himadri, in Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, a Norwegian archipelago,
where research personnel are usually present for 180 days. India is in the process of procuring
an ice-breaker research vessel that can navigate the region.
Through its existing satellites, India aspires to capture more detailed images to “assist in the
development of the Arctic region”.
Eight nations — Canada, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Iceland, Russia, Sweden and the United
States — make up the Arctic Council. The region is home to about four million, a tenth of them
being indigenous tribes. India has had a research base in the region since 2008 and also has
two observatories.
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Arctic weather influences the Indian monsoon and hence has been of interest to Indian
researchers for decades. Climate change and the melting of ice caps imply changes to the Arctic
weather. India has sent 13 expeditions to the Arctic since 2007 and runs 23 active science
projects.
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Nearly 25 institutes and universities are currently involved in Arctic research in India and close to
a hundred peer-reviewed papers have been published on Arctic issues since 2007, the Ministry
of Science and Technology said in a statement.
India has the status of ‘Observer’ member — 12 other countries have such a status — in the
Arctic Council and participates in several meetings that are mostly themed around research.
Beyond science, India also expects business opportunities.
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“Explore opportunities for responsible exploration of natural resources and minerals in the
Arctic... identify opportunities for investment in Arctic infrastructure such as offshore exploration,
mining, ports, railways, information technology and airports. It also expects Indian private
industry to invest in the establishment and improvement of such infrastructure,” says the
document.
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MOUNTING PRESSURE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
WHY INDIA SHOULD KEEP ITS OPTIONS OPEN ON
UKRAINE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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It is certainly no coincidence that a string of foreign leaders, Ministers and officials are
descending on New Delhi this month, as the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues for its fourth
week, and without a clear end in sight. There are summits with the Prime Ministers of Japan and
Australia (virtual), and one soon with the Israeli Prime Minister, and visits by the U.S. Under
Secretary of State, Victoria Nuland, as well as European Foreign Ministers and delegations.
What the visits by NATO and Quad allies of the U.S. all have in common is their planning at
short notice, and putting discussions on India’s stand on Ukraine at the top of their talks. Even
Japanese PM Fumio Kishida, who had a full bilateral agenda to discuss with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at their much-delayed annual summit meeting, arrived in Delhi on a very short
visit, and made it clear that finding a common position on Ukraine and telling India that it must
not “condone” Russia’s actions was a “priority”. The message from the West is clear: that India
must shift its position on three counts: to do more at the UN, where New Delhi has consistently
abstained from resolutions criticising Moscow; to join the sanctions regime; and to avoid
contracting for more Russian oil, or sending civil or military supplies to the Putin regime until the
war ends. The flurry of visits, comments by officials, and press statements by diplomats indicate
that tensions between Russia and the West have reached a point of no return, and New Delhi is
being asked to make a very pointed choice between them.
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While there are several reasons why New Delhi has declined the attempts to steer it from its
course on Russia that are linked to its strong partnership with Russia, there are some global
interests that the Modi government must consider more closely. The civilian toll in Ukraine is
mounting, and while Russia has denied reports of targeted attacks on schools and theatres, it is
necessary for New Delhi to acknowledge any Russian violation of human rights, especially as
the Kremlin has not yet fully clarified its endgame. Second, while India has expressed concerns
over nuclear safety, it must be willing to make this an issue with Moscow, if necessary. Another
area is the threat of chemical and biological warfare, and while the Indian representative spoke
strongly at the UN Security Council about the importance of fully implementing the Biological
and Toxin Weapons Convention, the Government must be prepared to vote on the issue and
call out any side that violates these. As the war progresses, more such debates will arise, and
New Delhi must retain its ability to judge and shift its position from “being neutral” and
“abstentionist” to one more wholly seized of the issues, and as a leading nation that is able to
exercise its “strategic autonomy” on matters of principle, when required.
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INDIA-JAPAN SUMMIT JOINT STATEMENT
PARTNERSHIP FOR A PEACEFUL, STABLE AND
PROSPEROUS POST-COVID WORLD
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Prime Minister of Japan H.E. Mr. Kishida Fumio made an official visit to India, as his first
bilateral visit, from 19 to 20 March 2022 for the 14th India-Japan Annual Summit with H.E. Shri
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India. The Prime Ministers recognized that the Summit was
taking place at a significant time as the two countries were celebrating the 70th anniversary of
establishment of diplomatic relations and India was celebrating the 75th anniversary of its
independence. They reviewed the developments since the last Annual Summit and discussed
wide ranging areas of cooperation.

ac
k

IA

1. Reaffirming the Special Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan, the Prime
Ministers concurred that the shared values and principles enunciated in the India-Japan Vision
Statement issued in 2018 are particularly relevant in the present context, where global
cooperation is required more than ever to address challenges that have become more acute.
They highlighted their commitment to working in tandem towards a peaceful, stable and
prosperous world, based on a rules-based order that respects sovereignty and territorial integrity
of nations, and emphasized the need for all countries to seek peaceful resolution of disputes in
accordance with international law without resorting to threat or use of force or any attempt to
unilaterally change status quo. In this regard, they reaffirmed their common vision for a free and
open Indo-Pacific, free from coercion. They shared the view that the economies of both
countries in such a world would be powered by robust bilateral investment and trade flows
through diversified, resilient, transparent, open, secure and predictable global supply chains that
provide for economic security and prosperity of their peoples. Reaffirming that the two countries
would continue to work together to realize these shared objectives, they resolved to further
advance the India-Japan Special Strategic and Global Partnership.
Partnership for A Free and Open Indo-Pacific underpinned by Inclusiveness and Rulesbased order
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2. The Prime Ministers appreciated the significant progress made in security and defence
cooperation and reaffirmed their desire to further deepen it. They welcomed the holding of the
first 2+2 meeting of their Foreign and Defence Ministers in November 2019 in New Delhi and
instructed their Ministers to hold the second meeting at the earliest opportunity in Tokyo. They
also welcomed the operationalization of the Agreement Concerning Reciprocal Provision of
Supplies and Services between the Japan Self-Defense Forces and the Indian Armed Forces.
They expressed their commitment to continuing bilateral and multilateral exercises including
"Dharma Guardian” and "Malabar” respectively, while welcoming the participation of Japan for
the first time in exercise MILAN, as well as making efforts to increase their complexity in the
future. They reaffirmed the decision to proceed with coordination for the inaugural fighter
exercise between the Japan Air Self-Defense Force and the Indian Air Force and welcomed the
efforts to hold the exercise at the earliest. They acknowledged ongoing collaboration in the area
of Unmanned Ground Vehicle (UGV) and Robotics and directed their Ministers to further identify
concrete areas for future cooperation in the area of defence equipment and technology.
3. With their commitment to promoting peace, security, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region,
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the Prime Ministers affirmed the importance of bilateral and plurilateral partnerships among likeminded countries of the region, including the quadrilateral cooperation among Australia, India,
Japan, and the United States (the Quad). They welcomed the Quad Leaders’ Summits in March
and September 2021 and renewed their commitment to delivering tangible outcomes on the
Quad’s positive and constructive agenda, especially on COVID vaccines, critical and emerging
technologies, climate action, infrastructure coordination, cybersecurity, space and education.
They looked forward to advancing Quad cooperation through the next Quad Leaders’ Summit in
Japan in the coming months.
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4. Prime Minister Kishida welcomed the Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative (IPOI) announced by
Prime Minister Modi in 2019. The Prime Ministers acknowledged the growing space for
cooperation between the IPOI and Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP). India appreciated
Japan’s participation as a lead partner on the connectivity pillar of IPOI. They reiterated their
strong support for ASEAN’s unity and centrality and their full support for the "ASEAN Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific (AOIP)” which upholds the principles such as the rule of law, openness,
freedom, transparency and inclusiveness.
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5. The Prime Ministers emphasized that India and Japan, as two leading powers in the IndoPacific region, had a shared interest in the safety and security of the maritime domain, freedom
of navigation and overflight, unimpeded lawful commerce and peaceful resolution of disputes
with full respect for legal and diplomatic processes in accordance with international law. They
reaffirmed their determination to continue prioritizing the role of international law, particularly the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and facilitate collaboration,
including in maritime security, to meet challenges against the rules-based maritime order in the
East and South China Seas. They emphasized the importance of non-militarisation and selfrestraint. They further called for the full and effective implementation of the Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea and the early conclusion of a substantive and
effective Code of Conduct in the South China Sea in accordance with international law,
especially UNCLOS, without prejudice to the rights and interests of all nations including those
not party to these negotiations.

cr

6. The Prime Ministers condemned North Korea’s destabilising ballistic missile launches in
violation of United Nations Security Council resolutions (UNSCRs). They reaffirmed their
commitment to the complete denuclearization of North Korea consistent with the relevant
UNSCRs, and the importance of addressing concerns related to North Korea’s proliferation
linkages. They urged North Korea to fully comply with its international obligations under the
relevant UNSCRs, and to immediately resolve the abductions issue.
7. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their intention to collaborate closely to realise peace and
stability in Afghanistan, and stressed the importance of addressing humanitarian crisis,
promoting human rights and ensuring establishment of a truly representative and an inclusive
political system. They also reaffirmed the importance of UNSCR 2593 (2021) which
unequivocally demands that Afghan territory not be used for sheltering, training, planning or
financing terrorist acts and called for concerted action against all terrorist groups, including those
sanctioned by the UNSC.
8. The Prime Ministers expressed deep concern at the growing threat of terrorism and
underlined the need for strengthening international cooperation to combat terrorism in a
comprehensive and sustained manner. They called upon all countries to work together for
rooting out terrorist safe havens and infrastructure, disrupting terrorist networks and their
financing channels, and halting cross-border movement of terrorists. In this context, they also
called upon all countries to ensure that territory under their control is not used to launch terror
attacks, to expeditiously bring to justice the perpetrators of such attacks. They reiterated their
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condemnation of terrorist attacks in India, including 26/11 Mumbai and Pathankot attacks and
called upon Pakistan to take resolute and irreversible action against terrorist networks operating
out of its territory and comply fully with international commitments including to FATF. They also
concurred to strengthen counter-terrorism efforts in multilateral fora, and to work together on
early adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT) in the United
Nations.
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9. The Prime Ministers remained concerned about the situation in Myanmar and called for an
end to violence, the release of all those detained and a return to the path of democracy. They
reaffirmed their support for ASEAN efforts to seek a solution in Myanmar, and welcomed
Cambodia’s active engagement as ASEAN chair to break the deadlock. They called on
Myanmar to urgently implement ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus.
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10. The Prime Ministers expressed their serious concern about the ongoing conflict and
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine and assessed its broader implications, particularly to the IndoPacific region. They emphasized that the contemporary global order has been built on the UN
Charter, international law and respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of states. They
underscored the importance of safety and security of nuclear facilities in Ukraine and
acknowledged active efforts of the IAEA towards it. They reiterated their call for an immediate
cessation of violence and noted that there was no other choice but the path of dialogue and
diplomacy for resolution of the conflict. The Leaders affirmed that they would undertake
appropriate steps to address the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.
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11. Prime Minister Kishida congratulated India on its successful Presidency of the UN Security
Council in August 2021 including Prime Minister Modi’s chairmanship of the UNSC at the HighLevel Open Debate on "Maintenance of International Peace and Security: Maritime Security”.
Prime Minister Modi reiterated India's support for Japan's candidature for a non-permanent seat
at the UNSC for the term 2023-2024, to which Prime Minister Kishida expressed his
appreciation. They concurred to continue to work closely on matters in the UNSC during the
respective tenures of India and Japan. The Prime Ministers resolved to continue to work closely
together for an early reform of the UNSC to reflect the contemporary realities of the 21st century.
They expressed their determination to accelerate its process, including through the
commencement of text-based negotiations in the Inter-Governmental Negotiations (IGN) with an
overall objective to achieve concrete outcomes in a fixed timeframe. They reaffirmed their
shared recognition that India and Japan are legitimate/deserving candidates for permanent
membership in an expanded UNSC.
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12. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their shared commitment to the total elimination of nuclear
weapons and remained resolute in the task of strengthening international cooperation to address
the challenges of nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism. Prime Minister Kishida stressed the
importance of early entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).
They called for an immediate commencement and early conclusion of negotiations on a nondiscriminatory, multilateral, and internationally and effectively verifiable Fissile Material Cut-off
Treaty (FMCT) in the Conference on Disarmament on the basis of Shannon Mandate. They
pledged to continue working together for India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group,
with the aim of strengthening the global non-proliferation efforts.
Partnership for Sustainable Growth in a post-COVID World
13. The Prime Ministers reiterated that India and Japan would continue to contribute to global
efforts to combat COVID-19 and to protecting the lives and livelihoods of people. They
welcomed the progress made under the Quad Vaccine Partnership to enhance equitable access
to safe and effective vaccines in the Indo-Pacific and beyond. Prime Minister Modi expressed his
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appreciation for the support extended by Japan to efforts of the Government of India to combat
COVID-19 and provide social protection. Prime Minister Kishida praised India’s initiatives in the
fight against COVID-19, especially in ensuring a supply of medicines and medical equipment
and providing safe and effective vaccines through the Vaccine Maitri initiative. They reaffirmed
their commitment to achieve the health-related SDGs, in particular universal health coverage,
and to strengthen global health architecture, including the leading and coordinating role of the
World Health Organization and its reform.
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14. The Prime Ministers, building on the outcome of COP26, recognized the importance and
imminence of tackling climate change, and shared the importance of various pathways for
pragmatic energy transitions reflecting different national circumstances and constant innovation
to achieving global net-zero emission. They welcomed the launch of the India-Japan Clean
Energy Partnership (CEP) for cooperation towards achieving sustainable economic growth,
addressing climate change and ensuring energy security, in areas such as electric vehicles
(EV), storage systems including batteries, electric vehicle charging infrastructure (EVCI), solar
energy, clean including green hydrogen/ammonia, wind energy, exchange of views on
respective energy transition plans, energy efficiency, CCUS (Carbon dioxide Capturing,
Utilization and Storage) and Carbon Recycling. They committed to continue further discussion
for establishing the Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) between India and Japan for the
implementation of Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. They also reaffirmed their determination to
promote environmental cooperation in other areas. In this regard, they welcomed the signing of
the MoC for cooperation in decentralized domestic wastewater management. Prime Minister
Modi conveyed appreciation for the past and ongoing Japanese cooperation for smart cities
missions in Varanasi, Ahmedabad and Chennai, and looked forward to further cooperation in
this field. Prime Minister Kishida commended India’s initiatives such as the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) and conveyed that
Japan would be joining the Indian-Swedish climate initiative LeadIT to promote heavy industry
transition. They welcomed the signing of the MoC on Sustainable Urban Development.
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15. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to upholding and strengthening the rulesbased multilateral trading system, with the World Trade Organization (WTO) at its core, and to
work closely with each other to achieve meaningful outcomes in the 12th WTO Ministerial
Conference (MC12). They shared their opposition to coercive economic policies and practices
that run counter to this system and committed to work collectively to foster global economic
resilience against such actions.

cr

16. The Prime Ministers noted with appreciation that since elevation of ties to a Special Strategic
and Global Partnership, there had been significant growth in economic cooperation. They
expressed satisfaction that the investment target of JPY 3.5 trillion announced in 2014 has been
achieved. Noting steps taken by India to improve the business environment for Japanese
investors in India, as well as other measures to boost economic growth and improve ease of
doing business, they expressed their shared intention to realize JPY 5 trillion of public and
private investment and financing from Japan to India in the next five years, to finance
appropriate public and private projects of mutual interest. Prime Minister Modi expressed his
appreciation for various initiatives taken by Japan to strengthen economic cooperation with
India. In this context, the Prime Ministers recalled the establishment of the India-Japan Industrial
Competitiveness Partnership (IJICP) in November 2021 and welcomed the formulation of a
Roadmap under the IJICP, to further promote industrial cooperation between the two countries
including in the areas of MSME (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises), manufacturing and
supply chains. They also confirmed to work together towards reliable, resilient, efficient supply
chains in the region and welcomed the progress in this regard in areas such as sharing of best
practices. They emphasized the importance of collaboration to address illicit technology
transfers, build resilient supply chains and strengthen the protection of critical infrastructure,
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including through the Quad. They welcomed the renewal of their bilateral currency swap
agreement of USD 75 billion. They recognized the need for enhancing bilateral trade and
welcomed the amendment promoting trade of fish surimi between India and Japan under IndiaJapan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). Stressing the importance of
promoting trade and investment between the two countries, they encouraged further review of
the implementation of CEPA through existing mechanisms. They welcomed India’s approval of
imports of Japanese apples and relaxation of procedures of Indian mango exports to Japan.

IA

S.
co

m

17. The Prime Ministers recognized that digital technologies would play an increasingly
important role in the post-COVID world and welcomed the growing cooperation under the IndiaJapan Digital Partnership with a view to enhancing digital economy through promotion of joint
projects for digital transformation, support to provide opportunities for Indian IT professionals to
work in Japan and Japanese companies, and collaboration made in the area of IoT, AI and other
emerging technologies. In this regard, Prime Minister Kishida looked forward to attracting more
highly skilled Indian IT professionals to contribute to the Japanese ICT sector. They also
welcomed the progress on the "India-Japan fund-of-funds” to mobilize funds for emerging Indian
start-ups. Welcoming the signing of MoCs in the fields of Cybersecurity and ICT, they
appreciated progress in the bilateral relationship in cyber domain and affirmed to further deepen
cyber engagement with each other in multilateral fora, including in the United Nations. They
shared the view to further cooperate in various fields like 5G, Open RAN, Telecom Network
Security, submarine cable systems, and Quantum Communications. They welcomed the
progress of bilateral cooperation in the field of science and technology, including through the
holding of the 10th Meeting of the India-Japan Joint Committee on Science and Technology
Cooperation in November 2020, and looked forward to the joint lunar research project. They
reaffirmed the commitment to strengthen the efforts so that the vision for technologies, guided
by the Quad Principles on Technology Design, Development, Governance, and Use, would be
further shared by all like-minded nations.
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18. Prime Minister Modi appreciated Japan’s support for India’s socio-economic development
over the years. The Prime Ministers welcomed the signing of the exchange of notes concerning
seven yen loan projects in which Japan provides over 300 billion yen (over INR 20400 crores) in
total. The Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction on the progress in the flagship bilateral
cooperation project of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR). They affirmed that
this project was an important symbol of India-Japan collaboration and would lead to transfer of
technology which would further enhance the capacity of railways in India. They reaffirmed that
they would work together for the commencement of operations at the earliest possible timing.
Prime Minister Modi appreciated Japan’s cooperation on the MAHSR and various Metro Projects
in India and looked forward to the planned preparatory survey for the Patna Metro.
19. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed the significance of collaborative projects between India and
Japan in the Indo-Pacific region. They acknowledged the progress in ongoing projects in
Bangladesh and looked forward to exploring expansion of such cooperation to ASEAN, Pacific
island countries and others. They appreciated the importance of their continued collaboration
through the Act East Forum (AEF) for sustainable economic development of India’s North
Eastern Region and for enhancing the Region’s connectivity with Southeast Asia. They
welcomed the launch of the "India-Japan Initiative for Sustainable Development of the North
Eastern Region of India”, which includes "Initiative for Strengthening the Bamboo Value Chain in
the North East” and cooperation in health care, forest resources management, connectivity and
tourism in different states of the North Eastern Region.
20. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their resolve to make the India-Japan Special Strategic and
Global Partnership more robust and complementary in view of the 70th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations in 2022 through people-to-people exchanges, tourism and
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sports. They welcomed the opening of the Rudraksha Convention Centre in Varanasi as a
symbol of India-Japan friendship. They appreciated the progress made in Japanese language
education and training in India and decided to expand this initiative through the Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) scheme.
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21. They reaffirmed the importance of strengthening cooperation in the area of skill development
and creation of employment opportunities. They welcomed the fact that more than 3,700 Indians
were trained in JIMs (Japan-India Institutes for Manufacturing) and JECs (Japanese Endowed
Courses) in the past year. They noted with pleasure the operationalization of the Specified
Skilled Worker (SSW) system under the Memorandum of Cooperation signed in January 2021.
They welcomed the starting of SSW examinations in India earlier this year and noted that some
skilled workers have started working in Japan already as SSW. They also noted with pleasure
that approximately 200 Indians are staying in Japan as Technical Intern Trainees. They
concurred to work together to boost the number of skilled Indians who could contribute to
Japanese economy through these existing frameworks.
22. Prime Minister Modi congratulated Prime Minister Kishida for the success of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020, and Prime Minister Kishida expressed his appreciation for
India’s support. Prime Minister Modi confirmed India’s participation in the Expo 2025 Osaka,
Kansai, Japan, as an opportunity to further strengthen and broaden trade, investment and
people-to-people links between the two countries. Prime Minister Kishida welcomed India’s
participation and expressed his gratitude for Prime Minister Modi’s support for its success.
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23. The Prime Ministers confirmed the importance of building upon the achievements through
annual mutual visits by the leaders, and looked forward to continuing such visits in the years
ahead. Prime Minister Kishida thanked Prime Minister Modi for the warmth and hospitality
extended to him and members of his delegation during his visit to India and extended an
invitation to Prime Minister Modi to visit Japan on the occasion of the Quad Leaders’ Summit.
Prime Minister Modi accepted the invitation with great pleasure.
Prime Minister of the Republic of India
Prime Minister of Japan

***
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Prime Minister of Japan H.E. Mr. Kishida Fumio made an official visit to India, as his first
bilateral visit, from 19 to 20 March 2022 for the 14th India-Japan Annual Summit with H.E. Shri
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India. The Prime Ministers recognized that the Summit was
taking place at a significant time as the two countries were celebrating the 70th anniversary of
establishment of diplomatic relations and India was celebrating the 75th anniversary of its
independence. They reviewed the developments since the last Annual Summit and discussed
wide ranging areas of cooperation.

1. Reaffirming the Special Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan, the Prime
Ministers concurred that the shared values and principles enunciated in the India-Japan Vision
Statement issued in 2018 are particularly relevant in the present context, where global
cooperation is required more than ever to address challenges that have become more acute.
They highlighted their commitment to working in tandem towards a peaceful, stable and
prosperous world, based on a rules-based order that respects sovereignty and territorial integrity
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of nations, and emphasized the need for all countries to seek peaceful resolution of disputes in
accordance with international law without resorting to threat or use of force or any attempt to
unilaterally change status quo. In this regard, they reaffirmed their common vision for a free and
open Indo-Pacific, free from coercion. They shared the view that the economies of both
countries in such a world would be powered by robust bilateral investment and trade flows
through diversified, resilient, transparent, open, secure and predictable global supply chains that
provide for economic security and prosperity of their peoples. Reaffirming that the two countries
would continue to work together to realize these shared objectives, they resolved to further
advance the India-Japan Special Strategic and Global Partnership.
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Partnership for A Free and Open Indo-Pacific underpinned by Inclusiveness and Rulesbased order
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2. The Prime Ministers appreciated the significant progress made in security and defence
cooperation and reaffirmed their desire to further deepen it. They welcomed the holding of the
first 2+2 meeting of their Foreign and Defence Ministers in November 2019 in New Delhi and
instructed their Ministers to hold the second meeting at the earliest opportunity in Tokyo. They
also welcomed the operationalization of the Agreement Concerning Reciprocal Provision of
Supplies and Services between the Japan Self-Defense Forces and the Indian Armed Forces.
They expressed their commitment to continuing bilateral and multilateral exercises including
"Dharma Guardian” and "Malabar” respectively, while welcoming the participation of Japan for
the first time in exercise MILAN, as well as making efforts to increase their complexity in the
future. They reaffirmed the decision to proceed with coordination for the inaugural fighter
exercise between the Japan Air Self-Defense Force and the Indian Air Force and welcomed the
efforts to hold the exercise at the earliest. They acknowledged ongoing collaboration in the area
of Unmanned Ground Vehicle (UGV) and Robotics and directed their Ministers to further identify
concrete areas for future cooperation in the area of defence equipment and technology.
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3. With their commitment to promoting peace, security, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region,
the Prime Ministers affirmed the importance of bilateral and plurilateral partnerships among likeminded countries of the region, including the quadrilateral cooperation among Australia, India,
Japan, and the United States (the Quad). They welcomed the Quad Leaders’ Summits in March
and September 2021 and renewed their commitment to delivering tangible outcomes on the
Quad’s positive and constructive agenda, especially on COVID vaccines, critical and emerging
technologies, climate action, infrastructure coordination, cybersecurity, space and education.
They looked forward to advancing Quad cooperation through the next Quad Leaders’ Summit in
Japan in the coming months.
4. Prime Minister Kishida welcomed the Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative (IPOI) announced by
Prime Minister Modi in 2019. The Prime Ministers acknowledged the growing space for
cooperation between the IPOI and Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP). India appreciated
Japan’s participation as a lead partner on the connectivity pillar of IPOI. They reiterated their
strong support for ASEAN’s unity and centrality and their full support for the "ASEAN Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific (AOIP)” which upholds the principles such as the rule of law, openness,
freedom, transparency and inclusiveness.
5. The Prime Ministers emphasized that India and Japan, as two leading powers in the IndoPacific region, had a shared interest in the safety and security of the maritime domain, freedom
of navigation and overflight, unimpeded lawful commerce and peaceful resolution of disputes
with full respect for legal and diplomatic processes in accordance with international law. They
reaffirmed their determination to continue prioritizing the role of international law, particularly the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and facilitate collaboration,
including in maritime security, to meet challenges against the rules-based maritime order in the
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East and South China Seas. They emphasized the importance of non-militarisation and selfrestraint. They further called for the full and effective implementation of the Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea and the early conclusion of a substantive and
effective Code of Conduct in the South China Sea in accordance with international law,
especially UNCLOS, without prejudice to the rights and interests of all nations including those
not party to these negotiations.
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6. The Prime Ministers condemned North Korea’s destabilising ballistic missile launches in
violation of United Nations Security Council resolutions (UNSCRs). They reaffirmed their
commitment to the complete denuclearization of North Korea consistent with the relevant
UNSCRs, and the importance of addressing concerns related to North Korea’s proliferation
linkages. They urged North Korea to fully comply with its international obligations under the
relevant UNSCRs, and to immediately resolve the abductions issue.
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7. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their intention to collaborate closely to realise peace and
stability in Afghanistan, and stressed the importance of addressing humanitarian crisis,
promoting human rights and ensuring establishment of a truly representative and an inclusive
political system. They also reaffirmed the importance of UNSCR 2593 (2021) which
unequivocally demands that Afghan territory not be used for sheltering, training, planning or
financing terrorist acts and called for concerted action against all terrorist groups, including those
sanctioned by the UNSC.
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8. The Prime Ministers expressed deep concern at the growing threat of terrorism and
underlined the need for strengthening international cooperation to combat terrorism in a
comprehensive and sustained manner. They called upon all countries to work together for
rooting out terrorist safe havens and infrastructure, disrupting terrorist networks and their
financing channels, and halting cross-border movement of terrorists. In this context, they also
called upon all countries to ensure that territory under their control is not used to launch terror
attacks, to expeditiously bring to justice the perpetrators of such attacks. They reiterated their
condemnation of terrorist attacks in India, including 26/11 Mumbai and Pathankot attacks and
called upon Pakistan to take resolute and irreversible action against terrorist networks operating
out of its territory and comply fully with international commitments including to FATF. They also
concurred to strengthen counter-terrorism efforts in multilateral fora, and to work together on
early adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT) in the United
Nations.
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9. The Prime Ministers remained concerned about the situation in Myanmar and called for an
end to violence, the release of all those detained and a return to the path of democracy. They
reaffirmed their support for ASEAN efforts to seek a solution in Myanmar, and welcomed
Cambodia’s active engagement as ASEAN chair to break the deadlock. They called on
Myanmar to urgently implement ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus.
10. The Prime Ministers expressed their serious concern about the ongoing conflict and
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine and assessed its broader implications, particularly to the IndoPacific region. They emphasized that the contemporary global order has been built on the UN
Charter, international law and respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of states. They
underscored the importance of safety and security of nuclear facilities in Ukraine and
acknowledged active efforts of the IAEA towards it. They reiterated their call for an immediate
cessation of violence and noted that there was no other choice but the path of dialogue and
diplomacy for resolution of the conflict. The Leaders affirmed that they would undertake
appropriate steps to address the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.
11. Prime Minister Kishida congratulated India on its successful Presidency of the UN Security
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Council in August 2021 including Prime Minister Modi’s chairmanship of the UNSC at the HighLevel Open Debate on "Maintenance of International Peace and Security: Maritime Security”.
Prime Minister Modi reiterated India's support for Japan's candidature for a non-permanent seat
at the UNSC for the term 2023-2024, to which Prime Minister Kishida expressed his
appreciation. They concurred to continue to work closely on matters in the UNSC during the
respective tenures of India and Japan. The Prime Ministers resolved to continue to work closely
together for an early reform of the UNSC to reflect the contemporary realities of the 21st century.
They expressed their determination to accelerate its process, including through the
commencement of text-based negotiations in the Inter-Governmental Negotiations (IGN) with an
overall objective to achieve concrete outcomes in a fixed timeframe. They reaffirmed their
shared recognition that India and Japan are legitimate/deserving candidates for permanent
membership in an expanded UNSC.
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12. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their shared commitment to the total elimination of nuclear
weapons and remained resolute in the task of strengthening international cooperation to address
the challenges of nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism. Prime Minister Kishida stressed the
importance of early entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).
They called for an immediate commencement and early conclusion of negotiations on a nondiscriminatory, multilateral, and internationally and effectively verifiable Fissile Material Cut-off
Treaty (FMCT) in the Conference on Disarmament on the basis of Shannon Mandate. They
pledged to continue working together for India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group,
with the aim of strengthening the global non-proliferation efforts.
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Partnership for Sustainable Growth in a post-COVID World

ac
k

13. The Prime Ministers reiterated that India and Japan would continue to contribute to global
efforts to combat COVID-19 and to protecting the lives and livelihoods of people. They
welcomed the progress made under the Quad Vaccine Partnership to enhance equitable access
to safe and effective vaccines in the Indo-Pacific and beyond. Prime Minister Modi expressed his
appreciation for the support extended by Japan to efforts of the Government of India to combat
COVID-19 and provide social protection. Prime Minister Kishida praised India’s initiatives in the
fight against COVID-19, especially in ensuring a supply of medicines and medical equipment
and providing safe and effective vaccines through the Vaccine Maitri initiative. They reaffirmed
their commitment to achieve the health-related SDGs, in particular universal health coverage,
and to strengthen global health architecture, including the leading and coordinating role of the
World Health Organization and its reform.
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14. The Prime Ministers, building on the outcome of COP26, recognized the importance and
imminence of tackling climate change, and shared the importance of various pathways for
pragmatic energy transitions reflecting different national circumstances and constant innovation
to achieving global net-zero emission. They welcomed the launch of the India-Japan Clean
Energy Partnership (CEP) for cooperation towards achieving sustainable economic growth,
addressing climate change and ensuring energy security, in areas such as electric vehicles
(EV), storage systems including batteries, electric vehicle charging infrastructure (EVCI), solar
energy, clean including green hydrogen/ammonia, wind energy, exchange of views on
respective energy transition plans, energy efficiency, CCUS (Carbon dioxide Capturing,
Utilization and Storage) and Carbon Recycling. They committed to continue further discussion
for establishing the Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) between India and Japan for the
implementation of Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. They also reaffirmed their determination to
promote environmental cooperation in other areas. In this regard, they welcomed the signing of
the MoC for cooperation in decentralized domestic wastewater management. Prime Minister
Modi conveyed appreciation for the past and ongoing Japanese cooperation for smart cities
missions in Varanasi, Ahmedabad and Chennai, and looked forward to further cooperation in
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this field. Prime Minister Kishida commended India’s initiatives such as the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) and conveyed that
Japan would be joining the Indian-Swedish climate initiative LeadIT to promote heavy industry
transition. They welcomed the signing of the MoC on Sustainable Urban Development.
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15. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to upholding and strengthening the rulesbased multilateral trading system, with the World Trade Organization (WTO) at its core, and to
work closely with each other to achieve meaningful outcomes in the 12th WTO Ministerial
Conference (MC12). They shared their opposition to coercive economic policies and practices
that run counter to this system and committed to work collectively to foster global economic
resilience against such actions.
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16. The Prime Ministers noted with appreciation that since elevation of ties to a Special Strategic
and Global Partnership, there had been significant growth in economic cooperation. They
expressed satisfaction that the investment target of JPY 3.5 trillion announced in 2014 has been
achieved. Noting steps taken by India to improve the business environment for Japanese
investors in India, as well as other measures to boost economic growth and improve ease of
doing business, they expressed their shared intention to realize JPY 5 trillion of public and
private investment and financing from Japan to India in the next five years, to finance
appropriate public and private projects of mutual interest. Prime Minister Modi expressed his
appreciation for various initiatives taken by Japan to strengthen economic cooperation with
India. In this context, the Prime Ministers recalled the establishment of the India-Japan Industrial
Competitiveness Partnership (IJICP) in November 2021 and welcomed the formulation of a
Roadmap under the IJICP, to further promote industrial cooperation between the two countries
including in the areas of MSME (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises), manufacturing and
supply chains. They also confirmed to work together towards reliable, resilient, efficient supply
chains in the region and welcomed the progress in this regard in areas such as sharing of best
practices. They emphasized the importance of collaboration to address illicit technology
transfers, build resilient supply chains and strengthen the protection of critical infrastructure,
including through the Quad. They welcomed the renewal of their bilateral currency swap
agreement of USD 75 billion. They recognized the need for enhancing bilateral trade and
welcomed the amendment promoting trade of fish surimi between India and Japan under IndiaJapan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). Stressing the importance of
promoting trade and investment between the two countries, they encouraged further review of
the implementation of CEPA through existing mechanisms. They welcomed India’s approval of
imports of Japanese apples and relaxation of procedures of Indian mango exports to Japan.
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17. The Prime Ministers recognized that digital technologies would play an increasingly
important role in the post-COVID world and welcomed the growing cooperation under the IndiaJapan Digital Partnership with a view to enhancing digital economy through promotion of joint
projects for digital transformation, support to provide opportunities for Indian IT professionals to
work in Japan and Japanese companies, and collaboration made in the area of IoT, AI and other
emerging technologies. In this regard, Prime Minister Kishida looked forward to attracting more
highly skilled Indian IT professionals to contribute to the Japanese ICT sector. They also
welcomed the progress on the "India-Japan fund-of-funds” to mobilize funds for emerging Indian
start-ups. Welcoming the signing of MoCs in the fields of Cybersecurity and ICT, they
appreciated progress in the bilateral relationship in cyber domain and affirmed to further deepen
cyber engagement with each other in multilateral fora, including in the United Nations. They
shared the view to further cooperate in various fields like 5G, Open RAN, Telecom Network
Security, submarine cable systems, and Quantum Communications. They welcomed the
progress of bilateral cooperation in the field of science and technology, including through the
holding of the 10th Meeting of the India-Japan Joint Committee on Science and Technology
Cooperation in November 2020, and looked forward to the joint lunar research project. They
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reaffirmed the commitment to strengthen the efforts so that the vision for technologies, guided
by the Quad Principles on Technology Design, Development, Governance, and Use, would be
further shared by all like-minded nations.
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18. Prime Minister Modi appreciated Japan’s support for India’s socio-economic development
over the years. The Prime Ministers welcomed the signing of the exchange of notes concerning
seven yen loan projects in which Japan provides over 300 billion yen (over INR 20400 crores) in
total. The Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction on the progress in the flagship bilateral
cooperation project of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR). They affirmed that
this project was an important symbol of India-Japan collaboration and would lead to transfer of
technology which would further enhance the capacity of railways in India. They reaffirmed that
they would work together for the commencement of operations at the earliest possible timing.
Prime Minister Modi appreciated Japan’s cooperation on the MAHSR and various Metro Projects
in India and looked forward to the planned preparatory survey for the Patna Metro.
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19. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed the significance of collaborative projects between India and
Japan in the Indo-Pacific region. They acknowledged the progress in ongoing projects in
Bangladesh and looked forward to exploring expansion of such cooperation to ASEAN, Pacific
island countries and others. They appreciated the importance of their continued collaboration
through the Act East Forum (AEF) for sustainable economic development of India’s North
Eastern Region and for enhancing the Region’s connectivity with Southeast Asia. They
welcomed the launch of the "India-Japan Initiative for Sustainable Development of the North
Eastern Region of India”, which includes "Initiative for Strengthening the Bamboo Value Chain in
the North East” and cooperation in health care, forest resources management, connectivity and
tourism in different states of the North Eastern Region.
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20. The Prime Ministers reaffirmed their resolve to make the India-Japan Special Strategic and
Global Partnership more robust and complementary in view of the 70th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations in 2022 through people-to-people exchanges, tourism and
sports. They welcomed the opening of the Rudraksha Convention Centre in Varanasi as a
symbol of India-Japan friendship. They appreciated the progress made in Japanese language
education and training in India and decided to expand this initiative through the Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) scheme.
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21. They reaffirmed the importance of strengthening cooperation in the area of skill development
and creation of employment opportunities. They welcomed the fact that more than 3,700 Indians
were trained in JIMs (Japan-India Institutes for Manufacturing) and JECs (Japanese Endowed
Courses) in the past year. They noted with pleasure the operationalization of the Specified
Skilled Worker (SSW) system under the Memorandum of Cooperation signed in January 2021.
They welcomed the starting of SSW examinations in India earlier this year and noted that some
skilled workers have started working in Japan already as SSW. They also noted with pleasure
that approximately 200 Indians are staying in Japan as Technical Intern Trainees. They
concurred to work together to boost the number of skilled Indians who could contribute to
Japanese economy through these existing frameworks.
22. Prime Minister Modi congratulated Prime Minister Kishida for the success of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020, and Prime Minister Kishida expressed his appreciation for
India’s support. Prime Minister Modi confirmed India’s participation in the Expo 2025 Osaka,
Kansai, Japan, as an opportunity to further strengthen and broaden trade, investment and
people-to-people links between the two countries. Prime Minister Kishida welcomed India’s
participation and expressed his gratitude for Prime Minister Modi’s support for its success.
23. The Prime Ministers confirmed the importance of building upon the achievements through
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annual mutual visits by the leaders, and looked forward to continuing such visits in the years
ahead. Prime Minister Kishida thanked Prime Minister Modi for the warmth and hospitality
extended to him and members of his delegation during his visit to India and extended an
invitation to Prime Minister Modi to visit Japan on the occasion of the Quad Leaders’ Summit.
Prime Minister Modi accepted the invitation with great pleasure.
Prime Minister of the Republic of India

***
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Prime Minister of Japan
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Date : 2022-03-22

‘MYANMAR ARMY COMMITTED GENOCIDE AGAINST
ROHINGYA’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar
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The United States officially declared on Monday that violence against the Rohingya committed
by Myanmar’s military amounted to genocide, saying there was clear evidence of an attempt to
“destroy” the Muslim minority.
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Citing the killings of thousands and forcing close to a million to flee the country in 2016 and
2017, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said he had “determined that members of the
Burmese military committed genocide and crimes against humanity against Rohingya.”
“The military’s intent went beyond ethnic cleansing to the actual destruction of Rohingya,” Mr.
Blinken said at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. “The attack against Rohingya was
widespread and systematic, which is crucial for reaching a determination of crimes against
humanity.”
Around 8,50,000 Rohingya are languishing in camps in Bangladesh, recounting mass killings
and rape, while another 6,00,000 members remain in Myanmar’s Rakhine state where they
report widespread oppression.
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The move was cautiously welcomed by activists and members of the beleaguered community.
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Date : 2022-03-22

RUSSIA DROPS PEACE TALKS WITH JAPAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Russia said on Monday it was abandoning talks with Japan aimed at signing a formal World War
II peace treaty, due to Tokyo’s tough response on Moscow’s military action in Ukraine.
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Russia responded after Japan acted with Group of Seven partners to pressure Moscow over its
actions in Ukraine with a series of sanctions on Russian financial institutions and chip exports.
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Japan and Russia have complex relations and did not sign a peace treaty after World War II
because of a lingering dispute over four islands claimed by Moscow in the closing days of the
conflict.
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REALISING THE POTENTIAL OF ‘MAITRI’ AND
‘MATESHIP’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia

Understanding between two multicultural democracies | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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Australia is celebrating India’s 75 years of Independence by making the largest single
investment in our bilateral relationship.
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We do so because Australia and India share a long and special relationship, one we are now
working together to make even stronger.
We are natural partners because we are each ancient and modern countries and cultures,
vibrant and full of energy and optimism.
Australia recognises the depth and diversity of India’s magnificent culture. We know the
importance of connection to history.

IA

Like India, Australia’s story stretches back tens of thousands of years. Australia’s Indigenous
peoples are custodians of the oldest continuing civilisation in the world: which is why the
Australian government was delighted to return 29 culturally significant artefacts to the people of
India this month.
Even our words for friendship have a similar ring: India says maitri, Australians say mateship.
Both stand for respect, understanding and equality. Friends looking out for each other.
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That is the warm friendship shared between our Prime Ministers, The Hon Shri Narendra Modi
and The Hon Scott Morrison MP.
On March 21, the two Prime Ministers held their Virtual Summit and took stock of the remarkable
pace we are implementing the Australia-India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. To drive
closer cooperation and regularly review relations, the Prime Ministers also established an
Annual Summit mechanism.
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Since we elevated our relationship in 2020, we have advanced practical actions on cyber and
critical technologies, maritime affairs, defence ties, economic and business links and
Quadrilateral cooperation.
The Virtual Summit marked another milestone as our Prime Ministers announced a range of
tangible and practical initiatives spanning the breadth of our shared economic, strategic, and
regional interests.
These initiatives are an investment into the promise and potential of our nations. They address
the most pressing challenges and opportunities of our time.
Because when it comes to friendship, we know actions speak louder than words.
Together, we are harnessing the technology, the talent, and the trading spirit of our people to
deliver resilience, prosperity, and security.

Page 88
Together, we are focused on the future.
We are working on a new and renewable energy partnership, to support the development of
technologies such as green hydrogen and ultra-low cost solar. We are also supporting research
and investment to unlock Australian critical minerals for Indian advanced manufacturing.
We will boost collaboration on innovation, science and entrepreneurship, to scale up ideas that
address global challenges.
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We are also increasing investments into our countries’ rapidly growing space sectors.
And we are establishing the Australia-India Centre of Excellence for Critical and Emerging
Technology Policy — and a Consulate-General — in Bengaluru.
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Our governments know that resilience relies on strong economies.

We have made significant inroads on negotiations on a deal that will open new two-way trade
and investment opportunities, build more secure supply chains, and unlock our complementary
economies, increasing the flow of goods, services and people.
We are investing in India’s talented young people through our new Future Skills Initiative
between education and training providers and industry.
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This complements the Australian government’s significant new Maitri scholarships and
fellowships, giving Indian students and researchers the chance to experience Australia’s world
class education system.
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Australians value highly the Indian diaspora and student contributions to our community —
whether economic, social, or cultural.
Prime Minister Morrison announced a dedicated Centre for Australia-India Relations to deepen
that friendship between our communities.
Australia and India are also working to ensure a peaceful and stable region.
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We are each committed to a free and open Indo-Pacific. We are advancing our cooperation all
the way from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific Islands.
Last month we announced initiatives to enhance Australia’s engagement in the Northeast Indian
Ocean in support of India’s natural leadership.
In our defence relationship, we are enhancing information sharing and operational cooperation.
Such arrangements also help us continue delivering quality humanitarian support to the region,
seen recently when India helped Australia’s Pacific family, Tonga and Kiribati.
Finally, Australia was saddened at the tragic loss of Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat
last year. Our governments are recognising his contributions by announcing an Australia-India
Young Defence Officer Exchange Program named in his honour.
These investments in our strategic, economic, and community ties show what we can achieve
when two multicultural democracies join in a spirit of trust and understanding.
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Australia knows that in India we have a natural partner who will help build a region where every
nation can prosper.
I hope India sees a similar friend in Australia.
We are closer than ever and our transformational commitments and collaborations will continue
to bring us together. We are realising the potential of our maitri and mateship.
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Barry O’Farrell is the Australian High Commissioner to India
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A UKRAINE PEACE PLAN THAT NEEDS A U THANT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Space for a settlement | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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One of the questions long-time watchers of the United Nations like myself kept asking as the
Ukraine crisis unfolded was what the UN Secretary-General, the able former Portuguese Prime
Minister António Guterres, was doing. When the Americans were crying themselves hoarse
about an imminent invasion for weeks before it actually happened, did the Secretary-General
seek to use his “good offices” to resolve the crisis? Did he send an emissary to Moscow to find
out its intentions and understand its irreducible demands, then have the same person try in Kyiv
to get Ukraine to agree to the terms of a compromise?
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While such efforts do not necessarily have to be public, there was no evidence of any “shuttle
diplomacy” conducted by the UN Secretary-General. Indeed, there seems to have been no high
UN official sent in the couple of months preceding the Russian invasion to either capital, nor
even to Washington DC or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) headquarters in
Brussels. Unlike the legendary U Thant, who intervened between Moscow and Washington
during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 (albeit through telegrams rather than travel), SecretaryGeneral Guterres seems to have limited himself to earnest exhortations to Russia to observe the
peace it had already violated when he spoke. The implication that when a Permanent Member is
a belligerent, the UN is reduced to helplessness, is inaccurate. The Secretary-General can act.
In 1998, when the United States was about to bomb Iraq, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
unilaterally undertook a trip to Baghdad (I was with him) to stave off the resort to war.
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If the UN thought that brokering peace was a hopeless undertaking, this does not seem to have
deterred Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, who did travel to Moscow and is reported to have
proposed a 15-point peace plan to his interlocutors. It seems to include provisions that would
deny Ukraine the right to join NATO, disallow any foreign troops on its soil, and enable the
Russians to keep some presence in the east while withdrawing the bulk of their forces and
stopping their assault. The Ukrainians are already saying that this is a catalogue of Russian
demands and does not fully reflect their point of view.
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I have long been of the view that having undertaken such a high-risk enterprise as launching a
military invasion, Russian President Vladimir Putin is unlikely to stop before his strategic
objectives are realised. But what exactly are those objectives? Ending any prospect of NATO
troops and weapons on his doorstep is obviously a priority. But to ensure that, does he aim to
bring about “regime change” in Kyiv, replacing the defiant Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky with the pro-Russian deposed former President Viktor Yanukovych? Does he intend to
annex some of Ukraine’s territory? Is his aim to create a “buffer state” in Ukraine between
Russia and the West? Or could he, as the Chinese did to India in 1962, declare that his enemies
had been “taught a lesson”, decide to cut short his losses and unilaterally withdraw?
No one really knows, not even our omniscient mandarins in South Block. Russia is already
paying a huge price, economically, geopolitically and diplomatically, for its Ukrainian adventure.
The higher the price goes up, the greater will be Moscow’s unwillingness to end the conflict
without some tangible gains that it can point to, in order to demonstrate to its own people that
the price was worth paying. What might the key gains be that would fulfil Moscow’s war aims?
The first basic requirement for peace appears crystal clear: a declaration of formal, binding
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neutrality for Ukraine. Finland and Austria already have such neutrality embedded in their
constitutions, as do Switzerland and Sweden by long-standing policy, and this has worked well,
allowing these nations to appear indistinguishable from other western democracies while at the
same time having no military relationship with NATO. Russia had believed it had assurances of
Ukrainian neutrality in the past, but Kyiv’s flirting with NATO had raised the spectre of those
assurances unravelling. Having them in writing, enshrined in Ukraine’s Constitution and
guaranteed by other powers, would seem to be a sine qua non for Moscow to end its military
campaign.
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But would neutrality alone (which President Zelensky has reportedly indicated his willingness to
concede) be enough? I imagine that while Ukraine, as a sovereign state, would retain its army
and related defence forces, Moscow would also want restrictions on the kind of weapons
Ukraine could station on its soil, their power and range. Missiles that can strike Moscow, for
instance, could be outlawed. Just before Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, Moscow
officially recognised the independence of the two separatist provinces of Luhansk and Donetsk
in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region. Preserving that arrangement or at least ensuring de facto
Russian control over the Donbas region, to which Luhansk and Donetsk belong, by retaining
Russian “peacekeepers” there, would give Moscow the buffer zone it seeks. Moscow would
probably also wish to achieve formal international recognition of its 2014 annexation of the
Crimean Peninsula, which did not attract the kind of condemnation its current actions have —
since Crimea’s residents do largely see themselves as Russians, unlike the people of the rest of
the country. A comprehensive peace settlement would probably have to include Crimea too.
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A settlement covering the above elements would probably be enough for the Russians to
declare victory and go home, but would Ukraine accept it? This is far from clear, as initial
reactions to Mr. Bennett’s efforts suggest. And if Ukraine did — just to stop the suffering and
destruction — what would they want in exchange? Some suggest Kyiv would only accept formal
neutrality provided there were assurances from powerful western countries (especially the
United States) to come to its aid if it were attacked in future. That, in turn, is unlikely to be
acceptable to Moscow, which would see western security guarantees as the thin end of a NATO
wedge into its neighbourhood. Could the United Nations be an acceptable alternative as a
guarantor of Ukraine’s neutrality? That would have the merit, as well as the disadvantage, of
involving Russia also, in committing itself to upholding such a guarantee of security.
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Ukraine may also seek to trade a surrender on NATO membership for a path towards joining the
European Union (EU). Russia has so far said no to Ukrainian adhesion to the EU as well, but if
peace is in the interests of both sides, this could be the one issue on which Moscow would have
to concede. After all, Austria, Finland and Sweden have stayed neutral while serving as
flourishing members of the EU. Perhaps Russia could bargain for an end to sanctions that are
currently crippling its economy and trade, in return for making this concession.
In other words, the elements of a viable peace plan exist. What is needed is for someone to step
forward and pursue it with urgency. Russia is already paying a higher price than it expected to,
suffering greater battlefield losses than it anticipated, and making much slower progress than
most experts had predicted when the invasion began. It may soon realise that winning the war
militarily will take too long and cost too much to be worthwhile. That is the moment for a skilled
peace-maker to move.
Mr. Secretary-General, could you get on a plane please?
Shashi Tharoor, a third-term MP and prize-winning author, served as Under Secretary-General
of the United Nations, 2001-2007, and was India’s candidate to succeed Kofi Annan as
Secretary-General. His 29-year UN career included substantial stints in peacekeeping and in the
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Secretary-General’s office
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‘BIG OPPORTUNITY FOR THE UAE TO INVEST IN
KASHMIR’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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A senior Arab executive, leading a 31-member group of investors from the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) that participated in the first ever overseas investment summit in Srinagar, on Tuesday
said J&K has potential for investment in different sectors and “such investments were mutually
beneficial to India and the UAE, especially Kashmir”.
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“I think there is a big opportunity to invest for the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries or
the UAE, including our Indian friends living with us (in the UAE). Those who are visited
[Srinagar] for the summit believe it’s beneficial for both countries, India and the UAE, especially
Kashmir,” said Abdulla Mohammad Yousuf Abdulla Alshaibani, Chief Executive Officer of the
Emirates International Investment Group and also a member of the Emirates Board of Business
Sustainable Development.
The GCC countries include the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and Bahrain. Officials
said investors from these Muslim countries will also be invited to J&K, as the local administration
is aiming to attract Rs. 70,000 crore investment this year.
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Around 33 business delegates, including chairmen and CEOs of companies from the UAE,
Saudi Arabia and Hong Kong, participated in the invest summit, organised by the J&K
government, in Srinagar. Around 12 Indian-origin businessmen were also part of the delegates.
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BEIJING DEFENDS ITS MILITARISATION OF ISLANDS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

China on Tuesday said it has the right to develop South China Sea islands as it sees fit in the
wake of U.S. accusations that it has fully militarised at least three of several islands it built in the
disputed waterway in violation of a previous commitment.
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China’s deployment of “necessary national defense facilities on its own territory is a right entitled
to every sovereign country and is in line with international law, which is beyond reproach,”
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said.
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U.S. military activities in the area aimed to “stir up trouble and make provocations,” Mr. Wang
said. “That seriously threatens the sovereignty and security of coastal countries and undermines
the order and navigation safety in the South China Sea.”
On Sunday, U.S. Indo-Pacific Commander Adm. John C. Aquilino said China had armed the
islands with anti-ship and anti-aircraft missile systems, laser and jamming equipment, and fighter
jets, in an increasingly aggressive move that threatens all nations operating nearby.
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Adm. Aquilino said the hostile actions were in stark contrast to Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
past assurances that Beijing would not transform the artificial islands in contested waters into
military bases.
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China claims as its own territory virtually the entire South China Sea, home to fish stocks and
undersea minerals, along with sea lanes through which an estimated $5 trillion in global trade
travels each year.
China refuses to acknowledge claims from five other governments to some or all of the
waterway and dismissed the findings of a UN-backed arbitration tribunal that invalidated China’s
sweeping historical claims.
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A BLOW TO EQUITABLE ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL
MEDICINES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved
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At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic in October 2020 and in the midst of concerns over the
availability of affordable vaccines, medicines and other medical products, India and South Africa
had tabled a proposal in the World Trade Organization (WTO) seeking a temporary waiver on
these products from certain obligations under the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).
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Their contention was that the application and enforcement of intellectual property rights (IPRs)
were “hindering or potentially hindering timely provisioning of affordable medical products to the
patients”. They, therefore, argued that “rapid scaling up of manufacturing globally” was “an
obvious crucial solution to address the timely availability and affordability of medical products to
all countries in need”, and for doing so, IPRs must be waived for at least three years. By
submitting their proposal, India and South Africa had, thus, taken a firm position that when lives
are at stake, these products should be treated as global public goods.
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Nearly 18 months later, 164 members of the WTO could not find common ground on the “waiver
proposal” even as 63 developing countries have become co-sponsors of the proposal and
another 44 countries lent support from the floor. Initially, all advanced countries opposed the
proposal, but after the Biden Administration took office, the United States (U.S.) backed the
waiver, but only for vaccines. The stance of the advanced countries is hardly surprising as they
have always put the interests of pharmaceutical companies ahead of the lives of the ordinary
citizens in many countries who are yet to be fully vaccinated. As of today, only 14% of people in
low-income countries have received at least one vaccine dose. What is worse, the recent surge
of infections in China is a strong warning to the global community that the threat from COVID-19
still remains.
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In this complex situation, when one of the consistent opponents of the “waiver proposal”,
namely, the European Union (EU), announces that the differences over the proposal had been
resolved, there is considerable interest in the details. This interest becomes even greater when it
is revealed that India and South Africa, the movers of the “waiver proposal”, are among the four
countries that found a “compromise outcome”. The U.S. is the fourth WTO member of the
“Quad” proposing the way forward.
The EU, which has unveiled the “solution”, states that this is a “compromise outcome” that will
now be “put … forward for [WTO] members’ consideration”. Interestingly, the “compromise
outcome” adopts the approach that the EU has been proposing all along — namely, granting
compulsory licences to enhance vaccine production.
While opposing the concept of “waiver” of application and enforcement of IPRs, the EU had
proposed in a submission in June 2021 that “[c]ompulsory licences are a perfectly legitimate tool
that governments may wish to use in the context of a pandemic”. It is, therefore, surprising to
find that three of the four “Quad” members, who have been supporting the waiver proposal (the
U.S. had extended limited support), have diluted their stand and have accepted the EU’s
proposal as the “compromise outcome”.
Generally, patent laws, including that of India’s, allow for the grant of compulsory licences if
patent holders charge high prices on the proprietary medicines in exercise of their monopoly
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rights. Moreover, such licences can usually be granted if efforts in obtaining voluntary licences
from the patent holders have failed. The “Quad” proposal states there that in case of a medical
urgency, as is the case now, this condition will be waived. In other words, there is no
requirement to make efforts to obtain voluntary licences with the patent holders before granting
compulsory licences on the patented products. The “Quad” solution also provides that WTO
members would be able to issue compulsory licences even if they do not currently have the
provisions to issue them under their national patent laws. Compulsory licences can even be
granted using executive orders, emergency decrees, and judicial or administrative orders.
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The compulsory licensing system that the “Quad” has proposed contains considerable details,
the implications of which need to be understood. The “Quad” solution can be used only by an
“eligible member”, defined as a “developing country member” of the WTO that “had exported
less than 10 percent of world exports of COVID-19 vaccine doses in 2021”. The eligibility
criteria, therefore, implies that the least developed countries are excluded. This means that
Bangladesh, which is still a least developed country, but has a growing pharmaceutical industry,
is also excluded.
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The eligibility condition seems to have been introduced to limit China’s expansion in the global
vaccine market. According to the WTO, this was 33.7%, as on January 31, 2022, but the reality
is that China is not one of the countries that would benefit from the “Quad” solution. China has
developed several home-grown vaccines and hence does not need compulsory licences to
expand its production base. At the current juncture, India does not have to be concerned with
the export restriction clause, as its share in global exports of vaccines was 2.4% as on January
31.
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While introducing the above-mentioned export restriction, the “Quad” solution proposes to waive
the obligation under Article 31(f) of the TRIPS Agreement. Article 31(f) provides that the
compulsory licences issued by any WTO member must be used “predominantly for the supply of
the domestic market”. The “Quad” solution states that the export restriction in 31(f) was removed
as there was a “long standing request from the waiver proponents that want to be free to export
any proportion of the COVID-19 vaccine”. But while they have proposed removal of Article 31(f),
the “Quad” solution includes a more stringent export restriction in the form of the eligibility
criteria mentioned above.
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The “Quad” solution is a severely truncated version of the “waiver proposal” in terms of product
coverage, as only vaccines are included. The proponents of the “waiver proposal” sought to
include not only medicines, vaccines, and medical equipment but also the methods and the
means of manufacturing the products necessary for the prevention, treatment, or containment of
COVID-19.
Further, the “Quad” has introduced additional conditions to using the compulsory licences, some
of which are well beyond the developing country obligations under the TRIPS Agreement. For
instance, the proposed condition of listing all patents covered under the compulsory licences is
not a requirement under the TRIPS Agreement. Similarly, there is no obligation to notify the
details of licensee, the quantity and export destination under the TRIPS provisions, but the Quad
text proposes mandatory notification.
However, compulsory licences may not result in the outcome that the waiver proponents were
aiming for. According to the EU, when compulsory licences are granted, the “patent holder
receives adequate remuneration”, but “[t]ransfer of know-how is not ensured”. This plain
admission by the EU about the demerits of compulsory licences would make it difficult to scale
up production of COVID-19 vaccines, medicines, and medical devices in the developing world,
thus constraining their availability at affordable prices.
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Finally, it must be said that by accepting the “compromise outcome”, India and South Africa
could jeopardise their high moral ground which they had gained through their attempt to make
medicines and medical products necessary for COVID-19 treatment or containment as global
public goods. Consequently, the global community would lose an important opportunity to
ensure that vaccines and medicines are accessible to all.
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Biswajit Dhar is Professor, Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, School of Social
Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University. K.M. Gopakumar is Senior Resarcher and Legal
Adviser, Third World Network
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TIME FOR INDIA TO REDEFINE ITS RELATIONSHIP
WITH RUSSIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi embraces Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. | Photo Credit: AP
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Russia’s war on Ukraine has decisively shaped international opinion. Indian foreign policy is also
going to be affected in a profound manner. The most important question facing Indian diplomacy
is how to navigate India’s great power relations in the future. While there has always remained a
pro-Russian popular sentiment in India, rooted in Moscow’s support during the Cold War era,
particularly against the pro-Pakistani diplomatic activism by powerful Western countries in the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC), a majority of Indians today seem taken aback by
Russia’s misadventure against a sovereign country.
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That Ukraine, a former Soviet republic, is moving closer to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) in the hope of membership may be a sufficient reason for Russia to be infuriated, but it
is still an insufficient condition for Ukraine to be attacked in violation of all norms of international
law. However, India has not directly criticised Moscow’s action. Memories of the historic IndoSoviet partnership still seem to tip the scales when it comes to India’s vote at the UNSC.
Western countries have criticised India’s repeated abstentions at the UNSC on the issue of the
Russian invasion, while the Kremlin has praised India for taking an “independent and balanced”
position. While India has not cared much about Western criticism of its “independent” approach
to foreign policy, it is the Russian angle this time which has come to restrain India’s strategic
autonomy.
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President Vladimir Putin’s attack on Ukraine has put New Delhi in a foreign policy conundrum
that will not disappear soon because Russia’s action has changed the global order. The Western
world has imposed unprecedented sanctions against Russia and banned energy imports. New
Delhi is concerned about the impact of these sanctions on global finance, energy supplies, and
transportation, amid growing signs that they will constrain India’s ability to import Russian oil.
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The image of the Russian military might be tarnished now as Russian forces have underperformed in their Ukrainian campaign. Ukraine has been able to hold the Russian forces back
for a long time, which can be seen as a moral victory for a weaker nation. Mr. Putin is neither a
crafty strategist nor a charismatic hero who has risen from the ashes of the Soviet defeat to lead
Russia into a new period of resurgence. His reputation has been severely bruised because a
comedian-turned-politician next door has exposed the hollowness of Russia’s military tactics and
operational planning.
China’s blatant attempts to project its rising power as well as Russia’s threats against its “near
abroad” will continue to test India’s strategic choices. Nevertheless, what must worry India is the
fact that Russia will now become increasingly dependent on Chinese support to defend its
policies. Mr. Putin may not know what he eventually wants in Ukraine, but he is aware of the
ruble collapsing, the punishing sanctions being imposed, and the dire state of the Russian
economy. This will push him further into China’s military and economic orbit.
India’s real strategic challenge is surfacing in the Indo-Pacific with the rise of China, as Beijing
has consistently sought to expand its zone of military, economic and political influence through
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the Belt and Road Initiative. Moreover, instead of smoothing the ruffled edges of India’s
insecurities, which are rooted in an undefined boundary, China has only aggravated them
further. Though India would like the U.S. to continue to focus on China, it is not possible for
Washington to ignore Russia’s aggression along NATO’s periphery.
Since the end of the Cold War, Indians have been debating the contours of strategic autonomy.
For some, the notion is a re-branding of India’s non-aligned posture during the Cold War. Others
say that the doctrine of ‘multi-alignment’ is the 21st century avatar of strategic autonomy as India
has been expanding its engagement with all the major powers.
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Reality has many dimensions. And in this case, history is relevant. Indian nationalists of various
shades still fondly remember which countries were India’s allies during the Cold War and which
were not. Former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s advocacy of neutrality in the bloc politics
was justified in the pursuit of an independent post-colonial foreign policy. The Soviet Union was
seen as a trustworthy partner against Western hegemony. Following the disintegration of the
USSR, India joined Russia and China against the unipolarity of the U.S. The purpose of this
trilateral initiative was to promote a multi-polar world to constrain the U.S.’s unbridled power and
ambition. India was also uncomfortable with the arrogance that defined Western attitudes
towards Russia in the immediate post–Cold War period. For some time, this common concern
about unipolarity put the three countries on the same path towards mutual cooperation and
understanding. Later, Brazil and South Africa were also brought into this coalition. However, it
soon became clear that India and China did not see eye to eye. Moreover, India was determined
to maintain its partnership with Russia, an important arms supplier. Its ties with the U.S. have
also improved significantly since the end of the Cold War. But continuing dependence on
Russian weaponry has become India’s strategic headache.
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Nostalgia cannot be allowed to trump reality. Mr. Putin seems too frozen in old-fashioned
grievances against the West to appreciate the value of India’s friendship. Much of New Delhi’s
disillusionment stems from a failure to understand not only Mr. Putin’s political thinking, but also
Russia’s place in the emerging global order. If it was a nuclear-armed superpower yesterday,
Russia seems to be behaving like a nuclear-armed bully today. Under Mr. Putin, Russia is in a
state of transition, swinging wildly from one crisis to another. Therefore, it is too risky for India to
pursue vague aims vis-à-vis Russia in these uncertain times.
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Those in India echoing Russian resentment against the eastward expansion of NATO are
reminded by Western analysts that a NATO-Russia Council was formed specifically to alleviate
Russia’s concerns, and that Russia was recognised as one of the world’s leading industrial
powers through a formal admission into the elite G-7 not on the basis of its industrial might, but
to soften its bruised superpower ego. Truth lies somewhere in between, which perhaps explains
India’s stance at the UNSC.
Everyone in and around government must think seriously about India’s relations with Russia as
the unfolding Ukrainian tragedy has introduced a new era in international relations. Though
Moscow has drifted much closer to Beijing, and is sharply critical of India’s engagement with the
U.S. and the Quad, India finds it difficult to extend support to Ukraine. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi may still personally like Mr. Putin, but he understands that in the halls of global diplomacy,
nations have interests which are not determined by personalities alone. It goes without saying
that the U.S. is the country most likely to bolster India’s future as a great power.
It is not going to be easy for New Delhi to maintain its balancing act in the future as Washington
hardens its position further. It is inevitable that during this time of diplomatic and strategic
uncertainty, New Delhi needs to be ready to radically redefine its relationship with Moscow.
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Vinay Kaura is Assistant Professor, Department of International Affairs and Security Studies,
Sardar Patel University of Police, Security and Criminal Justice, Jodhpur, Rajasthan, and a Nonresident Scholar at the Middle East Institute, Washington D.C.
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SRI LANKA TO SET UP SPECIAL NORTH-EAST FUND
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Addressing concerns:Gotabaya Rajapaksa with the delegation of the TNA in Colombo on
Friday.Special Arrangement
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The Sri Lankan government will set up a ‘North-East Development Fund’ to increase
investments in the war-affected areas, while probing cases of enforced disappearances and land
grabs that remain chief concerns of the Tamil people 13 years after the war ended.
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The announcement came on Friday, after President Gotabaya Rajapaksa met a delegation of
the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), the largest grouping of parliamentarians representing districts
in the north and east. It was Mr. Rajapaksa’s first meeting with the country’s Tamil political
leadership since his election to office in November 2019. The meeting took place for over two
hours at the Presidential Secretariat, with Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, his older brother
and Irrigation Minister Chamal Rajapaksa, also present. The TNA has been demanding that the
government deliver the long-pending political solution to Sri Lanka’s national question, through a
new constitutional settlement. The demand was the thrust of TNA leader and veteran Tamil
politician R. Sampanthan’s letter to President Rajapaksa ahead of the meeting, twice postponed
before it was held on Friday. But the government sought to postpone the discussion on the
political solution, as an experts’ committee report on constitutional proposals is expected to be
made public within two months’ time, according to TNA spokesman and Jaffna legislator M.A.
Sumanthiran.
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The President meanwhile agreed to focus on four key areas, including possibly releasing longterm detainees under the country’s draconian Prevention of Terrorism Act — which the
government recently amended but critics want repealed — and suspects held without being
charged; ending the incessant land grabs in the north and east by different state agencies to
allegedly change the demographics of the region; inquiring into cases of enforced
disappearances and establishing a special development fund for the north and east, he said.
Demanding truth

cr

Families of disappeared persons, mainly women, have been protesting for years now,
demanding the truth about their loved ones who went missing, or surrendered to the military
during the civil war years or soon after. Mr. Gotabaya, who was Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence during those years, has denied there were enforced disappearances then.
At Friday’s discussion, the President told the TNA that his government was working on “a
number of issues”, including the release of suspects held in long-term detention, and those who
have not been charged or prosecuted, the launch of “a truth-finding” mechanism, the
amendment of the PTA and resolving “issues related to missing persons”, a statement from his
office said.
President Gotabaya has in the past emphasised development over devolution, as the most
important need for the war-affected areas. The initiative to set up a development fund
exclusively for the war-affected areas comes nearly three years after his election, amid
widespread joblessness, indebtedness, and poverty in the region that the pandemic and Sri
Lanka’s current economic crisis have only aggravated.
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INDIA, MALDIVES SIGN AGREEMENT FOR
COOPERATION IN EDUCATION. SEE DETAILS HERE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: null

m

India-Maldives' time-tested relationship is poised for a quantum jump and New Delhi is strongly
committed to further progress of this relationship, said External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar
as he held a joint press conference with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Maldives, Abdulla
Shahid, according to news agency ANI report. This comes at a time when the External Affair
Minister S Jaishankar is in the Maldives for a two-day visit from March 26 to March 27 after he
got an invite from his Maldivian counterpart.
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and his Maldivian counterpart Abdulla Shahid on Saturday
acknowledged strides made in fields of capacity building and training as the two countries inked
an agreement paving the way for connectivity between India's National Knowledge Network and
the Maldives' Higher Education Network.
National Knowledge Network is a multi-gigabit national research and education network, whose
purpose is to provide a unified high speed network backbone for educational and research
institutions in India. The network is managed by the National Informatics Centre (NIC), according
to PTI report.
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"Foreign Minister Shahid and I acknowledged strides made in fields of capacity building and
training. With signing of peering agreement, 1500 Indian Institutes, Universities and centres of
learning from Singapore, Europe and the US are connected to Maldives via India’s National
Knowledge Network," Jaishankar said at a joint press appearance with Maldives Foreign
Minister Shahid after their talks here.
"Our time-tested relationship is today poised for a quantum jump. We are touching the lives of
our people like we have done never before. We are partners in development, we are promoting
peace and security, and our relationship, in many ways, serves as a model for the region,"
Jaishankar said.
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Additionally, the two countries also signed an agreement on the mutual recognition of Covid-19
certificates where Jaishankar said, "it is a step forward in the same direction and will certainly
contribute to easier travel between us."
Jaishankar assured that guided by the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, the cooperation between the two countries has actually
"witnessed and withstood the arc and anguish of the pandemic together."
"It gives me great pleasure in recognising the progress we have made on this project and we
have moved from the level of concept to preliminary works in less than two years, that too during
the years of Covid. Geo-technical surveys are ongoing. I hope we can do a ground-breaking in
the coming months," he affirmed.
He also noted that the Hanimaadhoo Airport Redevelopment Project, the expansion of facilities
of MIFCO, the cricket stadium and the social housing projects have all seen momentum in
implementation in the past year.
He said that the DPR of USD 40 million Sports Line of Credit announced in February last year is
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near completion. Under this LOC, the National Stadium will be renovated and sports
infrastructure would be built across the Maldives, he said.
Jaishanker highlighted, "We are already engaged in the development of water and sanitation
facilities on 34 islands through LoC financing. Apart from extending basic civic amenities to
island communities, the project that is one of the largest climate adaptation measures ongoing in
the Maldives at a cost of more than USD 100 million, I think is very noteworthy. We exchanged
views on how we take climate change and renewable energy development forward."
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Both sides have also had a discussion on regional security and maritime safety issues. During
his press address, EAM Jaishankar noted, "I think that the threat of transnational crimes and
terrorism and drug trafficking is indeed very serious. In this context, I'm very pleased to see that
our capacity building and cooperation and training have expanded in this. I think it is for both of
us, strengthens our defence and security,"
He said that both the countries are also signing an MoU for capacity building between the
Maldives Police and our National Police Academy. "Tomorrow, we will also be handing over
formally, the Coastal Radar System which is already operational and will help in enhancing
maritime security," he highlighted.
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Jaishankar while speaking about his conversation with the Foreign Minister of Maldives
stressed, "You have today brought to my attention today the issue of tuna exports, and I had
shared with you that I will bring o the attention of my Trade Minister It is not a matter which had
previously gotten our collective attention. But I assure you, when I go back, I will certainly look at
it very carefully."
While concluding his speech the External Affairs Minister noted that it is a partnership that
delivers for its stakeholders - the citizens of our countries - both in good times and in bad times.
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"This is a partnership that tackles common challenges of regional development, which
addresses disruptions and disasters. It is a partnership that is a force for stability in the region.
And, it is our shared responsibility to nurture, to strengthen it and to take it forward. And I would
like to take this opportunity to assure you that we remain very strongly committed to further
progress of this relationship and coming to Addu has been a particularly effective way of
messaging that," he added.

cr

(With inputs from agencies)
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BATTLE FOR THE EAST
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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Mariupol sits on the coast of the Azov Sea between the Crimean peninsula, which Russia
annexed in 2014, and the self-declared Donetsk republic, which President Vladimir Putin
recognised as independent, along with the Luhansk republic, before ordering the invasion of
Ukraine. On February 24, Russia started the war on three fronts — in Ukraine’s north, from the
Belarus border, in the east, from the rebel-controlled Donbas and in the south, from Crimea. As
the war has entered the second month, the main effort of the Russian troops is on the eastern
front as their advances in the south and north appear to have stalled. And at the heart of the
battle for the east is Mariupol, which has been under siege for weeks.
Named after Maria Feodorovna, the 18th century Russian empress, Mariupol was part of the
Azov Governorate of imperial Russia. In the 18th century, Russia settled Orthodox Christians
from Crimea in Mariupol, at the mouth of the Kalmius river that flows into the Azov Sea. By the
late 19th century, the city became a steel manufacturing hub. During the Second World War,
Mariupol was occupied by the German Nazis, for almost two years. This period also saw a
systematic campaign to exterminate the city’s Jewish population. After the city was liberated by
the Red Army, its name was changed to Zhdanov, after Andrei Zhdanov, a Soviet communist
leader. It would become Mariupol again in 1989.
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Industrial engine
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If Odessa is ‘the pearl of the Black Sea’, Mariupol, the largest port of the Sea of Azov, was the
industrial engine of eastern Ukraine. But everything would change in 2014 after the so-called
“Euromaidan revolution”, which the Russians call a coup, brought down the elected government
of President Viktor Yanukovych.

cr

Rebels in Donetsk and Luhansk took up arms against the new authorities in Kyiv. Russia
supported the rebels who seized parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts, which is collectively
called Donbas, and annexed Crimea through a referendum. This turned Mariupol, a city of about
half a million people (a majority of them Russian speaking), into a battlefield. Mariupol briefly fell
into the hands of pro-Russian rebels. But they faced strong resistance from a local neo-Nazi
militia called the Azov Battalion. In June 2014, the rebels retreated from the city.
When President Putin declared his “special military operation”, it was evident that the Russians
wanted to take Mariupol, which was critical for Russia for many reasons. First, the city is part of
the areas claimed by the Donetsk republic. Second, the city hosts the headquarters of the Azov
Battalion. As “denazification” is one of the declared goals of Russia’s invasion, they would want
to take over the city and declare victory over the neo-Nazi group.
Third, the strategic location of Mariupol is critical for Russia if it wants to establish “a land bridge”
from Donbas to Crimea. The Russians have already established a partial land bridge but taking
over the city would provide them seamless access from continental Russia to Crimea. Lastly,
with Mariupol in their hand, the Russians would be in control of almost 80% of the Black Sea
coast.
Russian troops have already captured almost 70% of the city and are now fighting in the city
centre. In the past three weeks, Russians were accused of carrying out heavy bombardment
and shelling in the besieged city. The Russian attack on a maternity hospital, in which three
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people were killed, had triggered widespread international criticism. Ukrainian authorities also
blamed Russia for attacking a theatre that was sheltering civilians. Russian forces, on the other
side, claim that civilians are being used as human shields by the Azov Battalion.
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As Ukraine is unable to resupply its forces holed up in the city, including the Azov Battalion, and
Russians are making incremental advances, Mariupol could fall in the coming days or weeks,
according to an assessment by the U.S.-based Institute for the Study of War. For Russia, whose
slow military gains in Ukraine have raised questions about its military planning and execution,
seizing Mariupol would not only be a major military victory but also free up combat resources,
which would allow them to reinforce other fronts.
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SAUDI-LED COALITION LAUNCH STRIKE ON YEMEN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

The Saudi-led coalition launched air strikes on Sunday on Yemen hours after Houthi rebels
announced a three-day truce, with the UN chief condemning a surge in violence as the war
enters its eighth year.
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The raids targeted Sanaa, the rebel-held capital, according to Saudi Arabia’s Al Ekhbariya TV,
which tweeted “the start of air strikes on Huthi camps and strongholds in Sanaa” at around
midnight.
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The attacks came shortly after the Iran-backed Huthis announced a three-day truce and offered
peace talks on condition that the Saudis stop their air strikes and blockade of Yemen and
remove “foreign forces”.
On Friday, the rebels fired drones and missiles at 16 targets in Saudi Arabia, turning an oil plant
near Jeddah’s Formula One track into a raging inferno as aghast drivers looked on.
The office of the UN’s special envoy for Yemen, Hans Grundberg, tweeted on Sunday he is
“engaging with all sides and continues his efforts towards a truce during Ramadan”.
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UKRAINE: THE PAWN IN THE POWER GAME
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

A woman and her child from Mariupol say goodbye to their friend before their train departs to
Lviv from the train station of Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine. | Photo Credit: AP
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It is a tragedy that Ukraine has become the victim of a contest between great powers. The U.S.
assiduously created conditions for Russia to be drawn into a quagmire, and Moscow obliged.
Washington would now like the world to believe that this is entirely a fight to protect democracy
and defeat a dictatorship. That is not exactly true. The war is the result of a cold, hard-nosed
calculation of the U.S. to prevent the rise of a large power in the east with huge natural
resources, including those critical for promoting green technologies. It clashed with the dreams
of President Vladimir Putin for making Russia great again and for whom the break-up of the
Soviet Union “was the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the century”. Yet, the U.S.-led West
has succeeded in creating a public opinion that it is fighting for protecting freedom. But its record
of fighting for, and on the side of, democracy is at best patchy.
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History is stacked against the U.S. In 1953, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) toppled the
democratically elected government of Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh and installed
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the last Shah of Iran, to ensure the uninterrupted flow of oil from the
Gulf. It followed up with its ‘twin pillar’ policy of supporting and arming Iran and Saudi Arabia
(both dictatorships), making them U.S. gendarmes to safeguard its oil supplies.
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When a resolution was tabled in the United Nations in 1963 to cut off oil to the apartheid
government of South Africa in the aftermath of the Sharpeville massacre by the police that left
250 black dead or wounded, the U.S. voted against it. As the second-largest investor in the
country, Washington gave priority to its economic interests. It is no different today. A Harvard
University study concluded that the U.S. military operations in 2011 in “Libya demonstrate how
corporate interest and U.S. foreign policy are intertwined”.
When Salvador Allende came to power in Chile and headed the first democratically elected
Marxist government in the Americas, a CIA-sponsored movement killed him in 1973.
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The U.S. arming of Pakistan against democratic India is the best example that challenges
Washington’s claim that it is the champion of democracy. Virtually every soldier of democratic
India who died in the wars with autocratic Pakistan was killed by arms and ammunition supplied
by the U.S.
Today’s war in Ukraine has been largely brought about by the U.S. bid to perpetuate a unipolar
world, though other adjunct factors work as influencers. A critical one is the immensely powerful
U.S. defence lobby. Washington’s sales of billions of dollars of weapons to Saudi Arabia (whose
military budget increased more than six and half times in eight years in the 1970s) were steered
by its defence industry. It even led Washington to sell countries weapons that they had little use
for.
Today, after the sudden withdrawal of the U.S. from Afghanistan, many defence contractors
saddled with stocks of weapons have found a new destination for them in Europe. It gives
credence to what Peter Kuznick, a history professor at the American University, said, “War is big
business for the U.S.”
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And when the dust settles, a new Europe primed to beef up its security will be the new and
lucrative market for U.S. weapons. Germany’s announcement of increasing its defence budget
from €53 billion to €100 billion next year cannot but please U.S. defence contractors (in the last
10 years, nearly 50% of all Germany’s military imports were from the U.S.).
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The sad fact is that if the U.S. had not pursued its relentless goal of expanding the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO), it is unlikely that the present crisis would have taken place. Many
defence strategic thinkers of the U.S., including the most celebrated — George Kennan and
Henry Kissinger — opposed it. The latter categorically stated that “Ukraine should not join
NATO” and had warned that if this “principle” is not adopted, the “drift toward confrontation will
accelerate” and “that it will come soon enough”.
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Even Mikhail Gorbachev, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1990 for the reforms he
introduced in the former Soviet Union that led to the dismemberment of his motherland,
bemoaned that the West had assured him that the alliance will not “move 1 centimetre further
east”.
And the expansion had no logic whatsoever. The raison d’etre for NATO’s existence had ended
with the collapse of the Soviet Union. Russia was no threat to the West. It was economically
ravaged, and its once-powerful military was in complete disarray. Its famed military hardware,
some of which were more advanced than the U.S.’s in many areas, was unworthy of military
deployment.
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It was then commonplace to see the military machine of the Soviet Union dotting defence
facilities like boats in the skeletal cost of Africa (for instance, the rusting gargantuan Typhoon
submarines — more than double the size of the biggest submarines of the U.S. — that floated
lifeless in the Sevmash shipyard on the White Sea). I had also observed the desperate efforts of
some of the most famous military design centres of the erstwhile Soviet Union to make soaps
and detergents to survive. Many did not.
Ironically, in 1999, when NATO expanded, bringing within its fold Poland, Hungary, and the
Czech Republic, Russia was at its weakest. The defence budget of Russia that year was a
measly 4.26% of the U.S. and a pitiable 2.5% of the combined NATO budget. And its president
was the fun-loving Boris Yeltsin, whose weakness for drinks often saw him dance happily on
stages inebriated. The now-vilified President Putin was more than 10 months away from being
appointed as the acting president.
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History will not absolve Washington of a part of the blame for the human tragedy that has
engulfed Ukraine while life goes on as usual in the U.S. Even if the West’s narrative that
President Putin has attacked Ukraine as a part of his grandiose dream of rebuilding the Russian
empire is to be believed, what begs an answer is why the West did not accept the wise counsel
of Mr. Kissinger. If it had, or at least waited for a while, the U.S. would have denied Moscow a
reason to invade its neighbour, and the 69-year-old old Cold War-era warrior would have had no
option but to take his alleged dream to his grave.
To end the war, Washington should accept the neutrality of Ukraine. It should broker peace now.
Supplying increasingly sophisticated arms to Ukraine will only serve America’s great power
goals.
Thomas Mathew, a retired civil servant who has served in the Indian Defence Ministry and at the
Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis, writes on security issues

Page 111
Our code of editorial values
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 112
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-03-29

GOTABAYA THANKS INDIA FOR ASSISTANCE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Helping hand:S. Jaishankar at a fuel station run by the Indian Oil Corporation subsidiary Lanka
IOC.Special Arrangement
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Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Monday thanked visiting External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar for India’s “invaluable assistance” to the island nation, which is grappling with one
of its worst economic crises.
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Since January, India has extended $2.4 billion in assistance by way of a currency swap, loan
deferment and credit lines for essential imports to help Sri Lanka cope with a stifling dollar crisis
and shortages.
Following Mr. Jaishankar’s meetings with President Gotabaya, Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa and Finance Minister Basil Rajapaksa on Monday, Reuters , citing “two sources” in
Colombo, reported that Sri Lanka had sought a further $1 billion line of credit.
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However, when The Hindu sought confirmation of the development, a top Sri Lankan official —
familiar with the ongoing negotiations — denied that Colombo has made such a request. The
countries had earlier agreed to be in close touch on broader cooperation going forward, the
official said.
“Met with Indian Foreign Minister @DrSJaishankar today, and I expressed my gratitude to the
Government of #India for the invaluable assistance provided recently via the line of credit, on
behalf of the people of #lka,” President Gotabaya said in a tweet.
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In his tweet on the meeting, Mr. Jaishankar said he “assured” the President “of India’s continued
cooperation and understanding”.
Mr. Jaishankar, who is in Colombo for the BIMSTEC summit that Sri Lanka is hosting this year,
held a series of bilateral meetings, ahead of his engagement at the regional forum.
Jaffna Cultural Centre
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Along with Prime Minister Mahinda, he launched the Indian-built Jaffna Cultural Centre virtually.
Built with an Indian grant of $11 million, the building with 11 floors and facilities including a 600capacity auditorium, a conference hall, an amphitheatre and a digital library was completed in
early 2020 to serve as a public space for sharing art and culture in the war-affected area and
was awaiting inauguration for two years.
Tamil specific concerns
Mr. Jaishankar met several other members in the government and the Opposition including
delegations of the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), representing Tamils in the north and east, led
by its leader R. Sampanthan, and the Tamil Progressive Alliance (TNA), a group of legislators
representing the Malaiyaha Tamils led by Mano Ganesan.
TNA spokesman M.A. Sumanthiran said: “The Indian External Affairs Minister encouraged us to
continue engaging with the President, as we recently did in a meeting, and ensure that the
government’s promises on addressing Tamils’ specific concerns are implemented.”
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On the TPA’s discussions, Mr. Mano Ganesan said he laid out their recent proposal for a “NonTerritorial Community Council” for hill country Tamils, to represent the interests and aspirations
of the community that is geographically scattered across the island.
Mr. Jaishankar, in his tweets on the meetings, said he discussed the “realisation of the
aspirations of the Tamils of Sri Lanka for equality, justice, peace and dignity,” with the TNA, and
“socio-economic issues of the [ Malaiyaha Tamil] Indian origin Tamil community” with the TPA,
reiterating India’s commitment to development partnership with the community.
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Earlier, Mr. Jaishankar visited a fuel station run by the Indian Oil Corporation subsidiary Lanka
IOC to view the situation of supply in Sri Lanka amid frequent shortages. “Indian LoC of $500
million is helping Sri Lankan people in their everyday life,” he said, referring to the credit line
extended in February for emergency fuel imports.
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INDIA SEEKS CLOSER BIMSTEC PARTNERSHIP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations

S. Jaishankar at the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation meeting in ColomboAP
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The world is passing through one of the most difficult phases in recent history as the war in
Ukraine has erupted even before the end of the COVID-19 pandemic, External Affairs Minister
Dr. S. Jaishankar said on Tuesday in Colombo.
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Addressing the ministerial of the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation), he urged closer cooperation and connectivity among the members.
The BIMSTEC summit scheduled for Wednesday has drawn global attention because of
participation from Myanmar which was isolated internationally following the military takeover in
February 2021.
Mr. Jaishankar said members should create supply and value chains to prevent “external
shocks” because of the unpredictable situation in the world.

‘Landmark achievement’
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“Under these circumstances, as we shore up our domestic capacities, we also need to broaden
and deepen cooperation under BIMSTEC. We need more working together in many more areas;
we need more effective and fast-paced cooperation. We need to intensify and build on what we
have achieved in the last 25 years,” Mr. Jaishankar said.

ac
k

The meeting was held a day before the leaders’ meeting when the BIMSTEC Charter will be
adopted. BIMSTEC was initiated in 1997 but its overall coherence suffered in recent years
because of the differences between Bangladesh and Myanmar over the Rohingya issue that
erupted in 2017. Apart from the Charter, the leaders of the grouping are also expected to adopt
the BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity.
Mr. Jaishankar referred to the Charter as a “landmark achievement”.
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“But we must not rest on the achievement and instead move on to next steps that can be taken
to further strengthen BIMSTEC. I am confident that we will identify priority institution building
tasks and areas of cooperation, and task our senior officials to work with the Secretary General
for their realisation.” said Mr. Jaishankar.
BIMSTEC has India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand as its
members and the Charter and the BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity are
expected to boost trade among the members.
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