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WILL ISSUE AADHAAR FOR SEX WORKERS: UIDAI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Advocate Zoheb Hossain, for the UIDAI, submitted that it was an obligation to ensure that
sections of society did not lack access to their basic rights like food because they did not have
an Aadhaar card.
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The court asked the Centre about a Bill it had proposed to introduce in Parliament to curb
trafficking and for rehabilitation of sex workers.
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The court further directed that State governments should take steps to issue voter cards to sex
workers identified by NACO and community-based organisations after the verification of their
lists.
The court said the State governments should continue to distribute dry rations to sex workers
without insisting on their identities.
Perusing the status reports filed by many States about the identification of sex workers and
issuance of ration cards to them, the court said the figures were “not realistic”.
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Taking the case of West Bengal, the court noted that it had identified 6,227 sex workers so far.
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“States which are smaller in size than you show the number of sex workers to be in the likes of
80,000 to one lakh... And you have only been able to identify 6,227? We are talking about
identification for the purpose of providing them ration for survival purposes,” Justice Rao
addressed advocate Raghenth Basant, for West Bengal.
He noted that even Tamil Nadu had identified over 87,000 sex workers and provided over
86,000 of them with ration cards.
Amicus curiae, advocate Pijush K. Roy, said even the red light district in Kolkata may have over
6,000 workers in it.
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9 IN 10 INDIANS THINK WIFE MUST ALWAYS OBEY
HUSBAND: STUDY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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While Indians accept women as political leaders, they mostly favour traditional gender roles in
family life, says a report released by the Pew Research Center, a Washington DC-based nonprofit.
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The study, titled “How Indians view gender roles in families and society” and released on March
2, is based on a survey of 29,999 Indian adults conducted from November 2019 to March 2020.
According to the report, while 55% of Indians believed that men and women make equally good
political leaders, “nine-in-ten Indians agree with the notion that a wife must always obey her
husband”.
Traditional norms
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Indian women were only slightly less likely than Indian men to agree with this sentiment (61%
versus 67%). Although most Indians expressed egalitarian views on gender roles, with 62%
saying that both men and women should be responsible for child care, traditional norms still held
sway, with 34% convinced that child care “should be handled primarily by women”.
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Similarly, while a “slim majority (54%) says that both men and women” should be responsible for
earning money, as many as 43% believed that earning an income is mainly the obligation of
men. Also, 80% of Indians agreed with the idea that when there are few jobs, men should have
more rights to a job than women.
Equal rights

While Indians valued both sons and daughters, nearly 94% said it is very important for a family
to have at least one son, with the corresponding figure for daughters being 90%.
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About 64% of Indians also said that sons and daughters should have equal rights to inheritance
from parents. But while four-in-10 adults said that sons should have the primary responsibility to
care for ageing parents, only 2% said the same about daughters.
The report, noting that prevalent gender norms “are part of a wider phenomenon in Indian
society where, for a variety of historical, social, religious and economic reasons, families tend to
place higher value on sons rather than daughters, found that 40% of Indians saw “sex selective
abortion as acceptable in at least some circumstances”. However, 42% found this practice
“completely unacceptable”.
Noting that Indian women are typically not much more likely than Indian men to express
egalitarian views on son preference and gender roles, the study found that similar views
prevailed among young Indian adults (18 to 34) relative to their elders.
Pew Center report
The Pew Center report also compares gender attitudes in India with its findings in the rest of the
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world.
The study, noting that a global median of 70% said that it was very important for women to have
the same rights as men, found a similar ratio in India, with 72% of Indians saying gender equality
is very important.
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However, Indians were less likely than people in North America (92% median), Western Europe
(90%), and Latin America (82%) to place a high value on gender equality. They were more likely
to do so compared to sub-Saharan Africa (48% median) and the Middle-East-Northern Africa
region (44%). In South Asia, Indians were more likely to bat for gender equality than Pakistanis
(72% to 64%).
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The survey found that Indians with a college degree were less likely to hold traditional views on
gender roles, although this did not extend to all gender-related issues.
While a ‘slim majority (54%) says that both men and women’ should be responsible for earning
money, as many as 43% believed that earning an income is mainly the obligation of men
Pew Center report
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UNION MINISTER FOR WOMEN & CHILD
DEVELOPMENT, SMT. SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI LAUNCHES
“STREE MANORAKSHA PROJECT”
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Ministry of Women and Child Development is celebrating the International Women’s Day
week from 1 st to 8 th March, 2022 as a part of nationwide celebrations of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. As a part of the week-long celebrations, on day 2 today, the Ministry of Women and
Child Development organised an event, where in the morning session, in collaboration with
NIMHANS, the “Stree Manoraksha project” was launched by the Union Minister for Women and
Child Development, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani. The project is aimed at extending mental health
training to 6000 OSC functionaries across India. Later in the day, in the afternoon session, a
consultative conclave on capacity building of OSCs was organized in collaboration with NALSA.
The event was attended by Government officials, representatives of NIMHANS, NALSA and the
representatives of OSCs from across the country.
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The Union Minister, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, during the morning session welcomed all the One
Stop Centre ‘Sakhis’ and called them the sentinels who guard the rights of women and children
in the country. Smt. Irani said that “today, the project which we are discussing with NIMHANS, if
we look at it as just a project, we will find ourselves limited to the administrative framework, but
this project is intended to give life and dignity to women and break the cycle of violence”.
Explaining the importance of imparting correct family values and its impact, the Union Minister
explained how cycle of violence begins from home when a child witnesses such violence at
home whereas the right set of family values empower women by giving the right values to the
child at home.

Smt. Smriti Irani further stated that when a woman comes to a One Stop Centre, she requires a
lot of courage to come out and admit that she has been victimized. Therefore, Smt. Irani insisted
that all staff at OSCs need to be trained right from counsellors to the security guard and
supervisor in helping distressed women. In a tweet, the Union Minister said that the Training
module meticulously carved out by NIMHANS will aid functionaries in helping distressed women
and also provide self-care techniques.
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‘Stree Manoraksha’ Project launched with @mheduNIMHANS is aimed at extending mental
health training to 6000 OSC functionaries across India. Training module meticulously carved out
by NIMHANS will aid functionaries in helping distressed women & also provide self-care
techniques. pic.twitter.com/CDIcksdlaI
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During the afternoon session organized in collaboration with NALSA, the Union Minister
appreciated the efforts of lawyers across the country from NALSA and SLSA who have gone a
long way in helping women victims in OSCs. She announced that Ministry of WCD is looking
forward for a pilot on ‘Naari Adalat’ with the help of NALSA so that women victims can get
speedy justice. Smt. Irani also addressed the concerns of the staff of OSCs regarding their
service conditions and announced that all OSCs staff would be covered under the insurance
scheme.
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The event highlighted the current developments in the country and the initiatives that have been
implemented through MWCD for the safety, security and enhancing psychological wellbeing of
women. Films on Stree Manoraksha Project and assistance through NALSA were also played
during the event for awareness generation. The women assisted by One Stop Centres also
participated and shared their experiences during the celebration. Interactive sessions were held
with the beneficiaries and representatives of OSCs.
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During the 2 Day event, collaborative and convergent avenues and actions to be taken with
various agencies like BPR&D, NIMHANS and NALSA were deliberated and concrete steps of
action were outlined.
Collaboration with BPR&D: BPR&D is the nodal organization for police research and
development in the country under the Ministry of Home Affairs. They are the key
institution for aiding and advicing the Government on police modernization, training and
capacity building of police officials, prosecution officers etc. Under Nirbhaya Fund,
BPR&D has provided training to over 19000 such officials and medical officers. They
have also trained them in using the Sexual Assault Evidence Collection kits (SAEC Kit),
they are also training police officials to handle cyber crime. BPR&D also runs training
programmes for capacity buildings of Mahila Police Desks and Anti Human Trafficking
Units. On this occasion, it has been decided that the Ministry of Women and Child
Development in collaboration with BPR&D will build on capacity building and training of
OSC functionaries across the country so that they are well equipped to deal with the
cases of crimes against women. Further, MWCD in collaboration with BPR&D will also
initiate self defense training programmes through NIPCCD.
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Collaboration with NIMHANS: The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MoWCD)
launched the ‘Stree Manoraksha Project’ in collaboration with NIMHANS Bengaluru on
second day of the weeklong programme. The project would emphasise on the
psychosocial well-being and aim to improve the mental health of women in India. The
project would focus on building on capacity building of OSC functionaries on the tools
and techniques as to how to handle the cases of women approaching the One Stop
Centres particularly the women who have suffered violence and distress with due
sensitivity and care. The project also focusses on self-care techniques for OSC staff and
counselors. The project which has been outlined meticulously by NIMHANS based on the
requirements projected by the Ministry will be imparted in two formats. One format will
focus on basic training for all OSC functionaries including the security guards, cook,
helpers, case workers, counselors, centre administrators, para medical staff etc. The
second format will emphasise on the advanced course which focuses on varied
components relating to multi-generational implications and life time trauma in case of
violence against women; guiding principles and challenges in managing trauma in case
of sexual violence; assessment of mental distress, disorders and suicidal tendency and
ethical and professional principles in counseling. In this regard, Minister, WCD launched
the advance certificate course for OSC Councilors and also released the resource
material for capacity building of OSC Staff.
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Collaboration with NALSA: Following this event, a consultative conclave was organised
for capacity building of One Stop Centres as a joint venture of MoWCD and NALSA. The
Legal Services Authorities (LSA) Act, 1987 provides for free and competent legal services
to the weaker sections of the society including women and children, to ensure that
opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or
other disabilities. NALSA also organises Lok Adalats to secure that the operation of the
legal system promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunities. For this purpose, the
legal services institutions like District / State / National Legal Services Authorities have
been setup from the Taluk Court level to the Supreme Court.
In addition, the Government implements Nyaya Bandhu (Pro-bono Legal Services) programme
to link the persons eligible to avail free legal aid under Section 12 of LSA Act, 1987 with lawyers.
Tele-law programme, provides legal advice to public including persons entitled for free legal aid
under Section 12 of LSA Act, 1987, at pre-litigation stage by the Panel Lawyers through 75,000
Common Service Centre (CSC) at the Panchayats.
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It has been decided that the Ministry of Women and Child Development in collaboration with
NALSA will build on capacity and training of OSC functionaries across the country about the
legal provisions under law for safety and security of women, awareness about pro-bono legal
assistance to women through NALSA and the Victim Compensation Scheme, their role and
collaboration with District Legal Services Authority of their respective areas and the role the
OSC functionaries have to play in assisting the women to get legal advice and counselling. The
OSC functionaries in turn will assist women and girls approaching OSCs for assistance and also
raise awareness on the legal provisions pertaining to them.
The event concluded with concrete collaborative action points which addresses at system
strengthening, capacity building, improving processes and helping women in difficult
circumstances. The overall aim of the event was to create an enabling environment safety,
security and psychological well-being of women.
*******
BY/AS
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The Ministry of Women and Child Development is celebrating the International Women’s Day
week from 1 st to 8 th March, 2022 as a part of nationwide celebrations of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. As a part of the week-long celebrations, on day 2 today, the Ministry of Women and
Child Development organised an event, where in the morning session, in collaboration with
NIMHANS, the “Stree Manoraksha project” was launched by the Union Minister for Women and
Child Development, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani. The project is aimed at extending mental health
training to 6000 OSC functionaries across India. Later in the day, in the afternoon session, a
consultative conclave on capacity building of OSCs was organized in collaboration with NALSA.
The event was attended by Government officials, representatives of NIMHANS, NALSA and the
representatives of OSCs from across the country.
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The Union Minister, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, during the morning session welcomed all the One
Stop Centre ‘Sakhis’ and called them the sentinels who guard the rights of women and children
in the country. Smt. Irani said that “today, the project which we are discussing with NIMHANS, if
we look at it as just a project, we will find ourselves limited to the administrative framework, but
this project is intended to give life and dignity to women and break the cycle of violence”.
Explaining the importance of imparting correct family values and its impact, the Union Minister
explained how cycle of violence begins from home when a child witnesses such violence at
home whereas the right set of family values empower women by giving the right values to the
child at home.

cr

Smt. Smriti Irani further stated that when a woman comes to a One Stop Centre, she requires a
lot of courage to come out and admit that she has been victimized. Therefore, Smt. Irani insisted
that all staff at OSCs need to be trained right from counsellors to the security guard and
supervisor in helping distressed women. In a tweet, the Union Minister said that the Training
module meticulously carved out by NIMHANS will aid functionaries in helping distressed women
and also provide self-care techniques.
‘Stree Manoraksha’ Project launched with @mheduNIMHANS is aimed at extending mental
health training to 6000 OSC functionaries across India. Training module meticulously carved out
by NIMHANS will aid functionaries in helping distressed women & also provide self-care
techniques. pic.twitter.com/CDIcksdlaI
During the afternoon session organized in collaboration with NALSA, the Union Minister
appreciated the efforts of lawyers across the country from NALSA and SLSA who have gone a
long way in helping women victims in OSCs. She announced that Ministry of WCD is looking
forward for a pilot on ‘Naari Adalat’ with the help of NALSA so that women victims can get
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speedy justice. Smt. Irani also addressed the concerns of the staff of OSCs regarding their
service conditions and announced that all OSCs staff would be covered under the insurance
scheme.
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The event highlighted the current developments in the country and the initiatives that have been
implemented through MWCD for the safety, security and enhancing psychological wellbeing of
women. Films on Stree Manoraksha Project and assistance through NALSA were also played
during the event for awareness generation. The women assisted by One Stop Centres also
participated and shared their experiences during the celebration. Interactive sessions were held
with the beneficiaries and representatives of OSCs.
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During the 2 Day event, collaborative and convergent avenues and actions to be taken with
various agencies like BPR&D, NIMHANS and NALSA were deliberated and concrete steps of
action were outlined.
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Collaboration with BPR&D: BPR&D is the nodal organization for police research and
development in the country under the Ministry of Home Affairs. They are the key
institution for aiding and advicing the Government on police modernization, training and
capacity building of police officials, prosecution officers etc. Under Nirbhaya Fund,
BPR&D has provided training to over 19000 such officials and medical officers. They
have also trained them in using the Sexual Assault Evidence Collection kits (SAEC Kit),
they are also training police officials to handle cyber crime. BPR&D also runs training
programmes for capacity buildings of Mahila Police Desks and Anti Human Trafficking
Units. On this occasion, it has been decided that the Ministry of Women and Child
Development in collaboration with BPR&D will build on capacity building and training of
OSC functionaries across the country so that they are well equipped to deal with the
cases of crimes against women. Further, MWCD in collaboration with BPR&D will also
initiate self defense training programmes through NIPCCD.
Collaboration with NIMHANS: The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MoWCD)
launched the ‘Stree Manoraksha Project’ in collaboration with NIMHANS Bengaluru on
second day of the weeklong programme. The project would emphasise on the
psychosocial well-being and aim to improve the mental health of women in India. The
project would focus on building on capacity building of OSC functionaries on the tools
and techniques as to how to handle the cases of women approaching the One Stop
Centres particularly the women who have suffered violence and distress with due
sensitivity and care. The project also focusses on self-care techniques for OSC staff and

Page 10

m

counselors. The project which has been outlined meticulously by NIMHANS based on the
requirements projected by the Ministry will be imparted in two formats. One format will
focus on basic training for all OSC functionaries including the security guards, cook,
helpers, case workers, counselors, centre administrators, para medical staff etc. The
second format will emphasise on the advanced course which focuses on varied
components relating to multi-generational implications and life time trauma in case of
violence against women; guiding principles and challenges in managing trauma in case
of sexual violence; assessment of mental distress, disorders and suicidal tendency and
ethical and professional principles in counseling. In this regard, Minister, WCD launched
the advance certificate course for OSC Councilors and also released the resource
material for capacity building of OSC Staff.
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Collaboration with NALSA: Following this event, a consultative conclave was organised
for capacity building of One Stop Centres as a joint venture of MoWCD and NALSA. The
Legal Services Authorities (LSA) Act, 1987 provides for free and competent legal services
to the weaker sections of the society including women and children, to ensure that
opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or
other disabilities. NALSA also organises Lok Adalats to secure that the operation of the
legal system promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunities. For this purpose, the
legal services institutions like District / State / National Legal Services Authorities have
been setup from the Taluk Court level to the Supreme Court.
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In addition, the Government implements Nyaya Bandhu (Pro-bono Legal Services) programme
to link the persons eligible to avail free legal aid under Section 12 of LSA Act, 1987 with lawyers.
Tele-law programme, provides legal advice to public including persons entitled for free legal aid
under Section 12 of LSA Act, 1987, at pre-litigation stage by the Panel Lawyers through 75,000
Common Service Centre (CSC) at the Panchayats.
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It has been decided that the Ministry of Women and Child Development in collaboration with
NALSA will build on capacity and training of OSC functionaries across the country about the
legal provisions under law for safety and security of women, awareness about pro-bono legal
assistance to women through NALSA and the Victim Compensation Scheme, their role and
collaboration with District Legal Services Authority of their respective areas and the role the
OSC functionaries have to play in assisting the women to get legal advice and counselling. The
OSC functionaries in turn will assist women and girls approaching OSCs for assistance and also
raise awareness on the legal provisions pertaining to them.
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The event concluded with concrete collaborative action points which addresses at system
strengthening, capacity building, improving processes and helping women in difficult
circumstances. The overall aim of the event was to create an enabling environment safety,
security and psychological well-being of women.
*******
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THE ROLE FUSOBACTERIUM PLAYS IN ORAL CANCER
PATIENTS IN INDIA
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Biotechnology, Genetics & Health related developments
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A study identified the presence of a bacteria, Fusobacterium nucleatum, in oral tumours at a
significantly higher burden than in the oral cavity of healthy individuals. | Photo Credit: Getty
Images

S.
co

Since the beginning of the 20th Century, it is known that infections could play a role in cancer,
with 18-20% of cancers associated with infectious agents. This could be relatively higher in
developing countries like India. Our team at ACTREC-Tata Memorial Centre developed a highly
sensitive and specific automated computational tool HPVDetector to quantify the presence of
human papillomavirus (HPV). This was done by subtracting human sequences from the cancer
genome and comparing the rest with the HPV genome to identify the presence of HPV
sequence trace and determine the range of all co-infecting HPV strains in the same individual.
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The analysis revealed significant occurrence of HPV 16, 18, and 31, among others, in cervical
cancer. But a surprising finding was that Indian patients with oral tumours showing a distinct
tobacco usage gene signature were devoid of HPV infection. This was in sharp contrast to the
oral tumours among Caucasian patients, wherein tobacco genetic signature is not common but
is marked by a significant presence of HPV. Several groups have corroborated this finding, and
it is well established that oral tumours among Indian patients are not driven by HPV infection.
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In this study published on Mar 4, in NAR Cancer, Sanket Desai, the lead researcher from the
group, developed another advanced automated computational tool — Infectious Pathogen
Detector (IPD). Beyond HPV, IPD can detect the presence of 1,058 pathogens in the human
cancer genome from datasets generated from any Next Generation Sequencing platform. This
tool is publicly available for download from the ACTREC- TMC website. Using IPD, the DNA and
RNA sequence from 1,407 cancer samples of oral, breast, cervical, gall bladder, lung and
colorectal tumours derived from Indians were analysed and compared with Caucasian patients.
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This has led to establishing the most detailed map of the abundance of 1,058 microbes present
across Indian cancer patients. Rigorous statistical measures were adopted to distinguish the
commensal microbes present as normal flora in a healthy individual compared with the diseased
state. Systematic analysis of the data helped the group identify the presence of a bacteria,
Fusobacterium nucleatum, in the oral tumours at a significantly higher burden than in the oral
cavity of healthy individuals.
Interestingly, Fusobacterium nucleatum is known to play a vital role in colorectal cancer, wherein
its presence affects the spread of the disease and the patient's response to chemotherapy.
However, a similar role of Fusobacterium in oral cancer was not known earlier. The presence of
the bacteria was found in Indian and Caucasian oral cancer patients, with a much higher
incidence among the Indian patients. Moreover, oral cancer patients positive for Fusobacterium
were found to be negative for HPV infection, suggesting they are present in a mutually exclusive
way.
The finding underlines that while oral tumours in the West are more likely to be driven by HPV
infection with a lower abundance of Fusobacterium infection, the oral cancer incidences in India
are caused more by Fusobacterium infection. The tumours in oral cancer patients infected with
the bacterium were found to spread to lymph nodes in the head and neck region or other distant
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organs. This sub-class of the tumour was also found to have higher levels of genes responsible
for inflammation and pro-cancer immunological response.
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Consistent with this finding, infection with virus or bacteria causing chronic inflammation leading
to cancer has been known across multiple cancer types, such as HPV in cervical cancer, HBV
and HCV in liver cancer, H. pylori in gastric cancer, etc. This study also identified three novel
small non-coding miRNA molecules among tumours infected with the bacteria. The discovery of
these miRNAs allows the investigators to understand the biological pathway targeted by the
Fusobacteria, when it infects the oral cells, and its detailed characterisation. The study continues
in collaboration with IIT Bombay, where the researchers grow the oral cancer cells in the
presence and absence of the bacterium.
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Preventing cancer through immunisation against infectious agents such as HPV vaccination has
been known to be effective in up to 90% of HPV-related cancers. Similarly, a significant
reduction was observed in the incidence of gastric cancer across multiple studies when the
patients infected with the bacteria, Helicobacterium pylori, were treated with antibiotics specific
to the bacterium. The findings from the study carried out at ACTREC- Tata Memorial Centre
opens an opportunity to treat oral cancer patients positive for Fusobacterium, occurring
predominantly among Indian patients, with a Fusobacterium-specific antibiotic for selectively
targeting the tumours. The study emphasises the impact of Fusobacterium infection on
modulating conventional chemotherapy treatment or recurrence of the disease as frequently
observed in oral cancer patients, similar to its role in colorectal cancer. The utility of community
screening for the presence of Fusobacterium in the oral cavity in a population or among habitual
tobacco chewers remains to be explored — though it could be a worthy exercise considering the
alarming increase in tobacco-associated oral cancer in India.
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(Amit Dutt Heads the Integrated Cancer Genomics Laboratory at the Advanced Centre for
Treatment, Research and Education in Cancer (ACTREC), Tata Memorial Centre, Navi Mumbai)
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ECONOMIC WEAKNESS IS A PAN-INDIA PHENOMENON
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The vast majority of Indian homes not counted as SC/ST/OBC are found to earn less than our
EWS income cap. This speaks of huge disparities and poses quota-policy perplexities
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In 2019, the country’s Constitution was amended to allow for affirmative action in favour of the
financially hard-up. India’s government instituted a 10% education-and-employment quota for
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) ineligible for the 49.5% of most public jobs and seats
reserved for scheduled caste (SC), scheduled tribe (ST) and other backward class (OBC)
applicants; and to qualify as an EWS candidate, the property owned by one’s family had to be
below certain size levels, with annual income from all sources under 8 lakh. A study put out by
Shamika Ravi of Observer Research Foundation and Mudit Kapoor of Indian Statistical Institute
has offered us an estimate of the proportion of non-SC/ST/OBC households earning less than
that figure. With data drawn from the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) done in 2018 and
2019, they found that about 99% of rural and 95% of urban homes earned under 66,667 per
month, the Centre’s EWS cap. That an overwhelming number of non-SC/ST/OBC homes—31%
of the PLFS sample—could potentially be classified as economically weak is startling, to say the
least, given that the rest of India cannot be assumed to be better off and family incomes are
unlikely to have increased much over the pandemic.
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At one level, those findings speak of vast disparities in earnings among Indian homes that
cannot claim benefits designed to uplift the socially-disadvantaged. By Ravi and Kapoor’s PLFS
analysis, about half our rural non-SC/ST/OBC households earned under 9,000 per month in
rural areas and less than 15,000 in urban India. Our caste-agnostic base of people who pay tax
also displays significant variation. According to government records reported last year, we had
only 15 million income taxpayers, though many more filed returns. About 57% of these
individuals had stated incomes of under 2.5 lakh per year, some 7% had 10-50 lakh and 1%
declared earnings above 50 lakh. This sliver of top-earners seems too thin if viewed against
separate estimates of India’s well-off in terms of assets. The latest Hurun India Wealth Report,
for example, showed a count of homes with net worth above 7 crore (‘dollar millionaires’) up
11% in 2021 at 458,000, about thrice our official tally of big earners (of whom there may be more
than one per house). While assets are not easy to value accurately, whatever the true picture,
it’s clear that prosperity across the country remains sharply skewed and so concerns of a ‘Kshaped’ recovery from covid are likely to persist.
At another level, the bulk of non-SC/ST/OBC homes likely being eligible for an EWS quota
poses policy perplexities. For example, while ‘merit’ scores on civil-service entry tests let every
candidate compete for the 40.5% of jobs left open to all, confusion may prevail in some cases of
recruitment/admission over whether an EWS applicant might face worse odds of success than a
‘general’ job/seat-seeker. So far, there have been so few EWS applicants for our civil services
that in 2020, they made the cut with lower test grades than OBC job-seekers. This stirred up a
controversy. As the 10% quota faces legal challenges, our judiciary is looking at—among other
things—whether it is okay to reserve over half of all jobs/seats; if economic criteria are a valid
basis for reservations; and, if so, whether the exclusion of SCs, STs and OBCs as beneficiaries
defined this way violates their assurance of equality under the Constitution. Recently, our apex
court asked the Centre to explain how the 8 lakh EWS limit was arrived at. And that’s just one of
the riddles.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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A SAFETY NET FOR INDIAN STUDENTS STUDYING
ABROAD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Students at the University in Perth, Australia. | Photo Credit: Getty Images/istock photo
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For centuries, from Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar and Jawaharlal Nehru to Amartya Sen
and Manmohan Singh, Indians have gone abroad to pursue higher education. Before the onset
of the pandemic, more than 7,50,000 Indian students were studying abroad, spending $24 billion
in foreign economies, which is around 1% of India’s GDP. The number is expected to rise to
around 1.8 million by 2024 when our students will be spending nearly $80 billion outside India.
Demand is soaring for various reasons, including the gap in India’s supply of quality education
against the demand. With more than half the Indian population under the age of 25, and no
Indian university in the world’s top 100, it is natural that aspirational students would look to study
abroad.
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Sushma Swaraj, as External Affairs Minister, referred to Indians abroad as “brand
ambassadors”. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson call
Indians in the U.K. the “living bridge” between both countries. We celebrate the achievements of
Sundar Pichai and Satya Nadella. Yet, one has to only look at social media or hear some
conversations to realise how much contempt a section of Indians shares towards those studying
abroad. While such opinions do make some noise, the larger benefits in terms of soft power,
knowledge transfer and remittances that come back to India render such noise baseless.
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It is estimated that around 20,000 Indian students were stranded in Ukraine. The work of the
Union government, complemented by the efforts of some active State governments, is aimed at
bringing our fellow citizens back home. These efforts are ably supported by embassies in the
region, voluntary organisations like NISAU, and other people’s collectives. This is the duty of any
responsible government and any moral people, and deserves due appreciation.
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The unfortunate deaths of two Indian students (one died in shelling, the other suffered a stroke)
in Ukraine warrant serious intervention though it can be argued that what is happening in
Ukraine is an external armed aggression and so chaos is expected. However, what happened in
Canada recently is not. Around 2,000 students whose colleges have abruptly closed have been
protesting. They allege that lakhs of rupees in fees have been taken from them by colleges,
which are now bankrupt, thereby jeopardising the students’ futures. Something similar happened
in the U.K. a few years ago with hundreds of ‘bogus’ colleges being closed, adversely impacting
thousands of international students. And one can’t forget what happened during the pandemic.
Australia shut its borders to the thousands of Indian students enrolled to study on its campuses.
Even in a country like the U.K., we found ourselves needing to provide food and accommodation
to stranded Indians who had lost the economic means to support themselves. Almost all credible
forecasts project that Indian students will continue to go abroad in large numbers for many years
to come. India is the second largest source of international students after China, and this is
expected to continue.
Given a proper ecosystem, Indian students can significantly contribute to India’s development by
transferring advanced knowledge and best practices. They are consumers of higher education
abroad, and guests of the nations they reside in. It is only natural then for us to mandate
protection of our people abroad by ensuring that host countries take on this responsibility. The
Indian government should proactively create a safety net for the international students.
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International agreements that oblige host countries to ensure the welfare of Indian students
during times of crises and contingencies should be given paramount importance. The trade
agreements India is currently negotiating with the U.K. and Australia make for great opportunity
to do so. A mandatory student insurance scheme as well as responsibility of welfare of students
in the foreign country should be incorporated into agreements to secure the interests of students
who also spend considerably in the host country. For instance, higher education has been one
of the strongest exports for the U.K., generating £28.8 billion in revenue. Contrary to popular
opinion, a considerable chunk of students who study abroad are not from wealthy families. They
take expensive loans from institutional and non-institutional sources to finance their education.
The aspiration to secure a better exposure and future can render them prone to difficulties,
which can be offset by such a safety net arrangement. When the achievement of Indians abroad
is ours to celebrate, so is the responsibility to safeguard their welfare.
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Sanam Arora is a strategy consultant, and founder and chair of the NISAU, U.K. She tweets at
@arora_sanam; Vignesh Karthik K.R. is a doctoral researcher at King’s College London, Head
of Research at NISAU, U.K. He tweets at @krvtweets
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MINISTRY OF CULTURE IN COLLABORATION WITH
SULABH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZED
“SWACCHAGRAHA: CELEBRATING SWACHHTA AND
SWADHINTA”
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in collaboration
with Sulabh International organized an event “Swacchagraha” under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav to encourage the mass awareness with the core thought of “Swachhta, Swadhinta
and Sulabh” on 5th March in New Delhi.
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Vice Chairman, Gandhi Smriti Shri Vijay Goel; Yoga Guru Baba Ramdev; Shri
BindeshwarPathak,founder of Sulabh Sanitation, Social Reform & Human Rights
Movement;OSD, Ministry of Culture, Shri RatneshJha; Deputy Secy. Shri RajeeviJauhari from
Ministry of Jal Shakti; Smt. Priyanka Chandra Director; and Smt. UshaChaumar, President,
Sulabh International Social Service Organization were among those who participated in the
event.
The event wasconducted in two sessions, in first session Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, founder of
Sulabh Sanitation, Social Reform & Human Rights Movement addressed the
audience.Addressing the event, Dr. Pathak mentioned that it’s a grand opportunity to join hands
with the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Ministry of Jal Shakti and Ministry of Culture,
Government of India to celebrate the countrywide Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
He further highlighted that the Amrit Mahotsav is about the Prime Minister’s grand vision of India
2.0 as Aatmanirbahar Bharat.He said “We all as Sulabh family affirm our faith in and resolve to
work for, as also the profound vision and dream of Mahatma Gandhi for Swachh Bharat.”
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He also added that Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has done a lot to do away with
defecation in the open and equip all schools in the country with sanitation facilities.
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On the occasionYoga Guru Baba Ramdevfrom the PatanjaliYogpeethcenteralso addressed the
audience virtually. Addressing the audience Baba Ramdev said “We all have to be a part of
solution and not the problem. In this phase of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav we have to promote
unity and harmony in the country and also have to focuson Swadeshi” He also said that India
will be a powerful country when it will complete its 100 years of independence.
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In his speech OSD, Ministry of culture,RatneshJha said that Ministry of Culture is trying to link
cleanliness drive by Sulabh with Azadika Amrit Mahotsav. He also said that Sulabh is the best
example of two pillars of AKAM – Action@75 and Resolve@75.
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A special screening of the film on AmritMahotsavwas done on the occasion. The event had a
panel discussion on new ideas and measures for increasing Swacchtha, Swadhinta and Sulabh
along with a song and film showcase. In the panel discussion, the importance of taking the idea
of swachhta forward was highlighted.

The evening session themed ‘EkShaam Sur, TaalaurSwachhtakeNaam’ was addressed by Chief
Guest Shri Vijay Goel. In his address he mentioned that AzadiKaAmritMahotsav means that we
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all should remember those who gave their life for India and its freedom. He further said that
children should be involved in the celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. Addressing at the
event he also highlighted about ending open defecation and the importance of Sulabh in
achieving it.
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On the occasion, Dr.SushmitaJha performed SaraswatiStuti.

The event featured performance by Dhruva –The Sanskrit Band, the world’s only music band
that is based on India’s oldest own tradition of Vedic–gaan and Stotra–gaan in Sanskrit
language. The evening was summed up by a musical performance of prominent percussionist in
India Pandita Anuradha Pal’s and SuFoRe music group that combines an exhilarating mix of
Indian Folk, Sufi, Qawwali, Hindustani and Carnatic Classical music, recharged with dazzling
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Indian and World percussion.
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Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in collaboration
with Sulabh International organized an event “Swacchagraha” under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav to encourage the mass awareness with the core thought of “Swachhta, Swadhinta
and Sulabh” on 5th March in New Delhi.
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Vice Chairman, Gandhi Smriti Shri Vijay Goel; Yoga Guru Baba Ramdev; Shri
BindeshwarPathak,founder of Sulabh Sanitation, Social Reform & Human Rights
Movement;OSD, Ministry of Culture, Shri RatneshJha; Deputy Secy. Shri RajeeviJauhari from
Ministry of Jal Shakti; Smt. Priyanka Chandra Director; and Smt. UshaChaumar, President,
Sulabh International Social Service Organization were among those who participated in the
event.
The event wasconducted in two sessions, in first session Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, founder of
Sulabh Sanitation, Social Reform & Human Rights Movement addressed the
audience.Addressing the event, Dr. Pathak mentioned that it’s a grand opportunity to join hands
with the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Ministry of Jal Shakti and Ministry of Culture,
Government of India to celebrate the countrywide Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
He further highlighted that the Amrit Mahotsav is about the Prime Minister’s grand vision of India
2.0 as Aatmanirbahar Bharat.He said “We all as Sulabh family affirm our faith in and resolve to
work for, as also the profound vision and dream of Mahatma Gandhi for Swachh Bharat.”
He also added that Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has done a lot to do away with
defecation in the open and equip all schools in the country with sanitation facilities.
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On the occasionYoga Guru Baba Ramdevfrom the PatanjaliYogpeethcenteralso addressed the
audience virtually. Addressing the audience Baba Ramdev said “We all have to be a part of
solution and not the problem. In this phase of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav we have to promote
unity and harmony in the country and also have to focuson Swadeshi” He also said that India
will be a powerful country when it will complete its 100 years of independence.
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In his speech OSD, Ministry of culture,RatneshJha said that Ministry of Culture is trying to link
cleanliness drive by Sulabh with Azadika Amrit Mahotsav. He also said that Sulabh is the best
example of two pillars of AKAM – Action@75 and Resolve@75.
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A special screening of the film on AmritMahotsavwas done on the occasion. The event had a
panel discussion on new ideas and measures for increasing Swacchtha, Swadhinta and Sulabh
along with a song and film showcase. In the panel discussion, the importance of taking the idea
of swachhta forward was highlighted.
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The evening session themed ‘EkShaam Sur, TaalaurSwachhtakeNaam’ was addressed by Chief
Guest Shri Vijay Goel. In his address he mentioned that AzadiKaAmritMahotsav means that we
all should remember those who gave their life for India and its freedom. He further said that
children should be involved in the celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. Addressing at the
event he also highlighted about ending open defecation and the importance of Sulabh in
achieving it.
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On the occasion, Dr.SushmitaJha performed SaraswatiStuti.

The event featured performance by Dhruva –The Sanskrit Band, the world’s only music band
that is based on India’s oldest own tradition of Vedic–gaan and Stotra–gaan in Sanskrit
language. The evening was summed up by a musical performance of prominent percussionist in
India Pandita Anuradha Pal’s and SuFoRe music group that combines an exhilarating mix of
Indian Folk, Sufi, Qawwali, Hindustani and Carnatic Classical music, recharged with dazzling
Indian and World percussion.
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

At a construction site | Photo Credit: Sudipto Mondal
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The theme for International Women’s Day 2022 (March 8) is ‘gender equality today for a
sustainable tomorrow’. However, gender equality is still a far cry for India’s female informal
workforce. According to a 2018 study by the International Labour Organization (ILO), more than
95% of India’s working women are informal workers who work in labour-intensive, low-paying,
highly precarious jobs/conditions, and with no social protection.
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A World Health Organization bulletin says that “women’s informal work is central to the
feminisation of poverty”. However, we know little about how informal work affects maternal,
neonatal, and child health, with the lack of childcare solutions being a serious concern. India is
ahead of many advanced nations in instituting maternal health benefits, and its statutory
maternity leave is among the global top three. The Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017
more than doubled the duration of paid maternity leave for women employees to 26 weeks,
proposing an option to work from home after this period, on mutual agreement with the
employer, and made crèche facilities mandatory for establishments employing 50 or more
women.
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However, these benefits are mostly enjoyed by formal sector women workers, constituting less
than 5% of the women workforce. Another ILO study, in 2016, pointed out that a lack of access
to quality childcare services forces women workers to leave the labour force, ceasing their
earning, and exposing themselves to discriminatory employment practices, and to significant
economic and health risks.
India has paid less attention to address concerns around childcare support for informal women
workers. Here are three ways to enable women to take up more productive paid work and
improve their maternal and child health outcomes: extending the Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) infrastructure; revitalising national crèche schemes, and improving maternity
benefits.
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The primary mandate of the Anganwadi centres under the ICDS is to provide maternal and child
nutritional security, a clean and safe environment, and early childhood education, thus
facilitating the ability of women to re-enter work post-childbirth. However, it has two major
limitations. First, it does not cater to children under the age of three. Second, it functions only for
a few hours a day, making it inconvenient to send and pick up children during work hours or
avail take-home rations provided to pregnant women and households with younger children.
Early intake of children in the Anganwadi centres can have dual benefits — allow mothers time
for paid work and converge with the National Education Policy 2020 mandate that acknowledges
quality Early Childhood Care and Education for children in the 0-6 age group. Extending the
hours of Anganwadi centres can also address time constraints for working women. However,
these expansions would also require expanding the care worker infrastructure, especially the
Anganwadi worker and helper, who are already overburdened and underpaid.
The National Creche Scheme lays out specific provisions for working women but has suffered
diminished government funding. An inclusive approach is required to diversify worksite and
working hours and overcome implementation gaps. Revitalising the provisions of the scheme
and adding a network of public and workplace crèches can be hugely beneficial. Public crèches
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can be operated at worksite clusters such as near industrial areas, markets, dense low-income
residential areas, and labour nakas. Crèches closer to the workplace allow for timely
breastfeeding and attending to emergencies. This model has been tested successfully by SelfEmployed Women’s Association (SEWA) Sangini in some Indian cities. Where work occurs at a
single site, such as a garment factory or construction site, worksite crèches will help; as seen in
the construction site crèches run by Aajeevika Bureau (Ahmedabad) and Mobile Creches
(Delhi). The construction sector is a case in point where the Building and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board mandates the running of crèches. The funds collected under the
construction cess can be earmarked for running crèches at construction sites.
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Childbirth and childcare are financially stressful and compel many women to return to work
within a few weeks of childbirth. Women in informal employment did not have maternity benefits
until the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013, entitled pregnant and lactating mothers to a
cash transfer of at least 6,000. However, the scheme notified for this purpose, the Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) limits the benefit to the first birth and has also reduced
the amount to 5,000.
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States such as Tamil Nadu (Dr. Muthulakshmi Maternity Benefit Scheme), Rajasthan (Indira
Gandhi Maternity Nutrition Scheme), Odisha (Mamta Scheme), Gujarat (Kasturba Poshan
Sahay Yojana), and Chhattisgarh (Kaushalya Maternity Scheme) try to bridge the coverage gap,
incentivising health-seeking behaviours. Of these, Tamil Nadu has an expansive and ambitious
scheme offering 18,000 in cash and kind for two live births. Right to Food ( demands that
universal and unconditional maternity entitlements of at least six months of the minimum wages
for pregnant women and lactating mothers be implemented.
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The cash transfers under the PMMVY are insufficient, by both evaluations on the ground and the
NFSA benchmark, as well as for nutrition needs and wage compensation. The compensation,
which is lower than the minimum wages, is inadequate in postponing the mother’s return to work
for the first six months. The amount also does not match an inflation-adjusted NFSA benchmark
(nearly 9,400 in 2022).
The lack of affordable and quality childcare services and maternity benefits increase the burden
on informal women workers, aggravating gender and class inequalities. Presently, it is up to
individuals and families to find a resolution to this tension of a worker-mother, putting women,
girls, and children at a gross disadvantage. It is imperative that we consider affordable and
quality childcare infrastructure as an employment-linked benefit and as a public good.
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Neethi P., Antara Rai Chowdhury and Divya Ravindranath are researchers at the Indian Institute
for Human Settlements, Bengaluru. Their work focuses on the broader themes of urban
employment, informality and women’s work. The views expressed are personal
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REVIVE TAX INCREASES, STUB OUT TOBACCO
PRODUCT USE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Despite a relatively high degree of societal attention and debate spurring on the pace of COVID19 vaccine development, the novel coronavirus pandemic has continued to remain a serious
public health concern worldwide. India is reported to have lost half a million of its people to the
pandemic over the past two years.
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But there is a silent killer in our midst that kills an estimated 1.35 million Indians every year. It is
the use of tobacco as a result of which more than 3,500 Indians die every single day, as
estimated by scientific studies. It also comes at a heavy cost: an annual economic burden of
1,77,340 crore to the country or more than 1% of India’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Although not a communicable disease like SARS-CoV-2, the tobacco epidemic — as the World
Health Organization characterises it — has some definitive solutions that can reduce the death
toll. Research from many countries around the world including India shows that a price increase
induces people to quit or reduce tobacco use as well as discourages non-users from getting into
the habit of tobacco use. There is overwhelming consensus within the research community that
taxation is one of the most cost-effective measures to reduce demand for tobacco products.
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Nevertheless, ever since the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) legislation in
2017, there has been no significant tax increase on any tobacco product barring a minor
increase in the National Calamity Contingent Duty (NCCD) during the Union Budget 2020-21
which only had the effect of increasing cigarette prices by roughly 5%.
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In short, there has been no significant tax increase on any tobacco product for four years in a
row which is quite unlike the pre-GST years where the Union government and many State
governments used to effect regular tax increases on tobacco products. As peer-reviewed studies
show, the lack of tax increase over these years has made all tobacco products increasingly
more affordable.
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The Union Budget 2022-23 was an excellent opportunity for the Government of India to buck this
trend (of not effecting a significant price increase for the longest time in a row) and significantly
increase either excise duties or NCCDs on tobacco products. Needless to say, the tobacco
industry and the public health community did expect such a move. This year, when the Finance
Minister began her Budget speech, it was interesting to note that the movement of ITC stock
was stable in contrast to most other stock indices, which were generally moving up. Just as the
Budget speech concluded, and having realised that there were no tax hike proposals
whatsoever on any tobacco product, ITC stocks gained by more than 6% and outperformed
most other stocks in the next couple of hours. The market was just pricing in an unrealised
negative prospect for the company. The reason is this: despite the claims of a business
diversification away from the tobacco business, close to 85% of ITC’s profits are still derived
from its cigarette segment.
While the lack of tax hikes has helped the bottomline of ITC, the Budget has dealt a significant
blow to tobacco control efforts in India in particular. The absence of a tax increase on tobacco
has the potential to reverse the reduction in tobacco use prevalence that India saw during the
last decade and now push more people into harm’s way. It is known that more affordable
tobacco products could attract new users especially among the youth. It would also mean
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foregone tax revenues for the Government especially at a time when the Government of India is
looking forward to increasing the share of public spending on health; in the recent Union Budget,
it has budgeted 2.2% of the total expenditures towards health.
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The Union Budget exercise, however, is not the only opportunity to initiate a tax increase on
tobacco products. The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council could well raise either the GST
rate or the compensation cess levied on tobacco products especially when the Government is
looking to rationalise GST rates and increase them for certain items. For example, there is
absolutely no public health rationale why a very harmful product such as the bidi does not have
a cess levied on it under the GST while all other tobacco products attract a cess.
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Similarly, there is no rationale why the specific cess applied on cigarettes (which is currently the
largest component of overall cigarette taxes) has remained unchanged for four years in the face
of increasing inflation. Since specific cess is applied as a fixed amount per stick of cigarette,
increasing inflation will decrease the significance of this particular tax component making
cigarette prices more affordable and reducing its effective tax burden. GST Council meetings
must strive to keep public health ahead of the interests of the tobacco industry and significantly
increase either the GST rates or the GST compensation cess rates applied on all tobacco
products. The aim should be to arrest the increasing affordability of tobacco products in India
and also rationalise tobacco taxation under the GST.
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Rijo M. John is a health economist and Adjunct Professor at the Rajagiri College of Social
Sciences, Kochi, Kerala
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A NEW VISION FOR OLD AGE CARE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A couple eats lunch at Gharaunda old age home in Fatehpur Beri, New Delhi. | Photo Credit:
SANDEEP SAXENA
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As India becomes increasingly urbanised and families break up into smaller units, homes for the
elderly have sprung up. The care of elderly people is managed by a set of professionals or
voluntary organisations interested in geriatric services. The number of such care homes is rising
rapidly in urban and semi-urban India. These homes are either paid for, or offer free or
subsidised service. Typically, such homes are run by NGOs, religious or voluntary organisations
with support from the government, or by local philanthropists. They provide accommodation,
timely care, and a sense of security for their residents. However, the quality of service varies as
these homes lack regulatory oversight. Many homes lack clearly established standard operating
procedures, and their referral paths to health care are informal. There is an urgent need to
understand the quality of life at such institutions, including the impact of these homes on the
mental health of their residents.
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A formal approach to homes for the elderly is an important policy and planning issue for India.
The UN World Population Ageing Report notes that India’s ageing population (those aged 60
and above) is projected to increase to nearly 20% by 2050 from about 8% now. By 2050, the
percentage of elderly people will increase by 326%, with those aged 80 years and above set to
increase by 700%, making them the fastest-growing age group in India. With this future in mind,
it is essential that our policy framework and social responses are geared to meet this reality.
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A recent set of research papers from Hyderabad focusing on the quality of health in homes for
the elderly has some interesting insights. The papers highlight the fact that good intentions and
a sense of charity are often inadequate when it comes to addressing the basic health needs of
their elderly residents. These papers are outcomes of the Hyderabad Ocular Morbidity in Elderly
Study (HOMES) by the L.V. Prasad Eye Institute that was primarily meant to understand the
vision needs of elderly residents of such homes. About 30% of the residents who were part of
the study (over 1,500 participants from 40 homes) had a vision impairment of some sort, but
nearly 90% of this vision impairment could be addressed by simple, relatively low-cost health
interventions: issuing better eye glasses or cataract surgery.
The study also found some ‘unseen’ effects of vision impairment: many were prone to
depression. In fact, those with both vision and hearing impairment had a rate of depression that
was five times higher than those without. Our homes, buildings and social environment are not
built keeping the elderly (or people with disabilities) in mind. As people age, and their motor
skills weaken, they are at a greater risk of falling down and hurting themselves. Having an
impairment increases this risk. Instead of planning for accessible and elderly-friendly structures
that allow them to operate safely, we reduce their mobility. People with functional skills are
asked to stay away from daily tasks like cooking, sewing, cleaning, or washing up. This reduces
their sociability, their sense of independence and well-being — all leading up to mental health
issues and depression.
The state of homes for the elderly today offers us some low-hanging fruit we can address easily:
build formal pathways for basic health screening between such homes and public health
facilities. This can include screenings for blood sugar, blood pressure, periodic vision and
hearing screening, and a simple questionnaire to assess mental health. Such interventions are

Page 31
inexpensive (think of all the motorcycle-operated screenings outside public grounds for morningwalkers) and could go a long way in identifying health issues and offering support. The next step
would be to build formal pathways to address any health issues that such screenings identify.
Many hospitals (public, NGO-run, and private care) can help.
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Crucial though will be the need for robust public policy to support homes for the elderly. Health
institutions will also need to offer a comprehensive set of packages that are tailored for the
elderly — not piecemeal solutions for diabetes, cardiology or cancer, for example. What
happens once care is provided? Homes for the elderly must be guided, again by policy, to make
their facilities, buildings and social environment elderly- and disabled-friendly. Design,
architecture and civic facilities must be thought from the ground up — and these innovations
must be available for all residents, not just those living in expensive ones. There are lessons
here for society as a whole, but, as they say, let’s take one step at a time.
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Tejah Balantrapu is Associate Director, Science, Health Data, and Story-telling , L.V. Prasad
Eye Institute; Srinivas Marmamula is Associate Director, Public Health Research and Training,
L.V. Prasad Eye Institute
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ATAL INNOVATION MISSION, NITI AAYOG & KIDEX
COLLABORATE TO PROMOTE INNOVATION &
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog today announced partnership with KidEx Venture Private
Limited to leverage KidEx’s existing technology platform “IKIGAI” to host AIM’s flagship
programs “Tinkerpreneur”, “ATL Marathon” and other similar ATL related challenges. The
programs will be available to 1 Crore+ school students on the AIM network across India. These
programs would be accessible to every student affiliated with ATL’s network of schools in a
digital, convenient manner at zero cost.
Over a two-year timeframe, AIM & KidEx will outreach at least 10 Lakhs+ young learners &
enable them to get exposure to AIM proprietary programs on Innovation & Entrepreneurship.
KidEx technology platform has been evaluated over last 1 year during which 1 lakh+ students
from 1,500+ schools have used the platform & found it convenient & engaging resulting in a Net
Promoter Score of 85%+.
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KidEx shall be adopting 100 schools under Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) initiative. KidEx shall be
offering free licenses for company’s flagship products for implementation of National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 to these 100 schools. Launched in 2020, KidEx’s flagship product aims at
enabling holistic development of children through experiential learning of age-appropriate
activities and discovery of innate potential of children.
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Sharing his views, Mission Director Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog Dr. Chintan Vaishnav
said “At AIM, we’re committed to leveraging our network of state of the art Atal Tinkering Labs to
foster a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship. This partnership with KidEx will provide an
enhanced experience for our innovators, teachers and mentors. Having smart and intuitive
technology solutions such as these will augment the innovation experience for ATLs.”
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The partnership’s first engagement will go live on 1 May 2022 with AIM Bootcamp, ATL
Tinkerpreneur for students of 9600+ schools. The event is a 9-week virtual bootcamp to equip
students with 21st century digital and entrepreneurship skills. The event is available for free for
students of ATL network schools in Std. VI-XII.
Kapish Saraf, CEO, KidEx said, “We are honored to collaborate with NITI Aayog. India has 15L+
schools – if every school produces one entrepreneur every year & 0.1% of those entrepreneurs
build a Unicorn, India will see 1,500 new Unicorns every year. The technology solution we have
built is to make this dream a reality, soon. Atal Innovation Mission’s aim to create a culture of
innovation and entrepreneurship in India, is what we resonate with very closely.”
About KidEx - KidEx is a Startup India recognized company, started by alumni of IIT Kharagpur
& IIM Calcutta, working on improving holistic development of each & every child, through
extracurriculars & real life skill learning programs. The company’s flagship product includes
“National All Rounder Championship” & “Age Appropriate Holistic Development Report Card”.
About AIM - Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is Government of India’s flagship initiative to create
and promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship across the length and breadth of our
country. AIM’s objective is to develop new programmes and policies for fostering innovation in
different sectors of the economy, provide platforms and collaboration opportunities for different
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stakeholders, and create an umbrella structure to oversee the innovation & entrepreneurship
ecosystem of the country.
***
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Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog today announced partnership with KidEx Venture Private
Limited to leverage KidEx’s existing technology platform “IKIGAI” to host AIM’s flagship
programs “Tinkerpreneur”, “ATL Marathon” and other similar ATL related challenges. The
programs will be available to 1 Crore+ school students on the AIM network across India. These
programs would be accessible to every student affiliated with ATL’s network of schools in a
digital, convenient manner at zero cost.
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Over a two-year timeframe, AIM & KidEx will outreach at least 10 Lakhs+ young learners &
enable them to get exposure to AIM proprietary programs on Innovation & Entrepreneurship.
KidEx technology platform has been evaluated over last 1 year during which 1 lakh+ students
from 1,500+ schools have used the platform & found it convenient & engaging resulting in a Net
Promoter Score of 85%+.

IA

KidEx shall be adopting 100 schools under Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) initiative. KidEx shall be
offering free licenses for company’s flagship products for implementation of National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 to these 100 schools. Launched in 2020, KidEx’s flagship product aims at
enabling holistic development of children through experiential learning of age-appropriate
activities and discovery of innate potential of children.
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Sharing his views, Mission Director Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog Dr. Chintan Vaishnav
said “At AIM, we’re committed to leveraging our network of state of the art Atal Tinkering Labs to
foster a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship. This partnership with KidEx will provide an
enhanced experience for our innovators, teachers and mentors. Having smart and intuitive
technology solutions such as these will augment the innovation experience for ATLs.”
The partnership’s first engagement will go live on 1 May 2022 with AIM Bootcamp, ATL
Tinkerpreneur for students of 9600+ schools. The event is a 9-week virtual bootcamp to equip
students with 21st century digital and entrepreneurship skills. The event is available for free for
students of ATL network schools in Std. VI-XII.
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Kapish Saraf, CEO, KidEx said, “We are honored to collaborate with NITI Aayog. India has 15L+
schools – if every school produces one entrepreneur every year & 0.1% of those entrepreneurs
build a Unicorn, India will see 1,500 new Unicorns every year. The technology solution we have
built is to make this dream a reality, soon. Atal Innovation Mission’s aim to create a culture of
innovation and entrepreneurship in India, is what we resonate with very closely.”
About KidEx - KidEx is a Startup India recognized company, started by alumni of IIT Kharagpur
& IIM Calcutta, working on improving holistic development of each & every child, through
extracurriculars & real life skill learning programs. The company’s flagship product includes
“National All Rounder Championship” & “Age Appropriate Holistic Development Report Card”.
About AIM - Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is Government of India’s flagship initiative to create
and promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship across the length and breadth of our
country. AIM’s objective is to develop new programmes and policies for fostering innovation in
different sectors of the economy, provide platforms and collaboration opportunities for different
stakeholders, and create an umbrella structure to oversee the innovation & entrepreneurship
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ecosystem of the country.
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TROUBLE MEDITATING? GOOGLE CEO SUNDAR
PICHAI SHARES AN ALTERNATIVE TECHNIQUE TO
UNWIND
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and
effects in everyday life
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The value of mediation is known to all of us in the fast-paced world we live in today. From Gurus
to CEOs, everyone swears by meditation, but so many of us struggle to meditate. Google CEO
Sundar Pichai shares an alternative way to relax which is just as effective. In an interview with
The Wall Street Journal last week, Sundar Pichai said he likes to decompress with the help of
something called non-sleep deep rest, or NSDR. NSDR has been coined by Stanford
neuroscience professor Andrew Huberman, who has noted that it involves "self-inducing a state
of calm and directing our focus to something."
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On being asked how does he find the time to meditate, Pichai answered, “Meditation is
something I see the value of, but I struggle to do that. Walking is very helpful to me. I find it
much easier to think when I’m walking or pacing. Through the pandemic, sometimes it’s been
helpful to take my dog out for a walk, and I can relax by listening to podcasts. I found these
podcasts which are non-sleep deep rest, or NSDRs. So while I find it difficult to meditate, I can
go to YouTube, find an NSDR video. They’re available in 10, 20 or 30 minutes, so I do that
occasionally."
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The famed neuroscience professor Huberman has said that NSDR can help people relax, fall
asleep more easily, reduce stress and anxiety, ease pain, and even accelerate learning. It's
commonly achieved through two NSDR protocols, namely yoga nidra and hypnosis. Yoga nidra
involves lying flat on your back on the ground, typically with your eyes closed, and following
guidance from an instructor, virtually or in-person, as they lead you through a number of
activities, yoga nidra instructor Tracee Stanley has said.
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Once your body begins to rest, it can cause your heart rate to slow down. Your brain may also
switch from beta waves, which are associated with an active mind, to alpha waves, which
correspond to a more relaxed brain state. Stanley says people doing yoga nidra may find
themselves "hovering in a liminal space between being awake and falling asleep." Their bodies
may physically fall asleep, yet they "maintain awareness both internally and simultaneously
being aware of their surroundings." Additionally, Stanley has said that yoga nidra, is different
from meditation because it is a form of "non-doing." "You're allowing inertia to let your body rest
and be held by whatever it is that you are supported by," she said. "That means your body for
once can actually release needing to do anything."
For hypnosis, Huberman describes it as "a state of calm and high focus." Hypnosis can be done
with the help of a clinical hypnotist, or it can be self-induced using various hypnosis apps or
videos. "You're eliminating the surround. So it's a state of high focus, which normally ... would be
associated with a high degree of excitement or stress. But hypnosis is a unique state, because
you have a high degree of focus, but you're very relaxed."
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
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‘ENCOURAGE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN
TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS’: VP TO
UNIVERSITIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today called upon universities to encourage
scientific research in traditional knowledge systems such as organic farming and medicinal
systems and ‘rediscover our intellectual capital’ in a systematic way.
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Shri Naidu appreciated Sikkim, a leader in organic farming, for having started vocational training
on the subject in all its secondary and senior secondary schools, apart from bringing out new
primary textbooks with focus on sustainable development.
The Vice President was laying the foundation stone virtually for the Khangchendzonga State
University in Sikkim. Shri Naidu, who is on a four-day tour of Mizoram and Sikkim, arrived in
Gangtok today.
The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu virtually laying the foundation stone of the
Khangchendzonga State University (KSU) in Sikkim today. #Sikkim pic.twitter.com/qrD2zqHDhb
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Stressing on the important role of universities in fast-tracking all-round development, Shri Naidu
observed that ‘with quality higher education, Sikkim can be a pace setter in making education an
important catalyst for sustainable development’.
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Shri Naidu said that universities in the region must develop linkages with the industry and local
institutions to design innovative solutions to problems that are specific to the region. “In other
words, think globally but act locally”, he said and urged students to take advantage of the
region’s natural strengths in eco-tourism, horticulture and handicrafts and strive for excellence.
Noting the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the education sector in India, Shri Naidu said that
education cannot remain static and called for innovation and adaptation to the changing market
demands.
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Observing that the digital component of education would be a permanent feature, Shri Naidu
called for democratizing technology to make learning opportunities more accessible and
affordable for rural students. He also called upon central and state governments to give a boost
to the development of quality digital content in local and regional languages.
Observing that the pandemic has highlighted the importance of physical education, Shri Naidu
advised educators and parents to ensure the participation of students in regular physical
activities. He added that students must be encouraged to spend some time in the lap of nature.
While largely focusing on academic activities, universities must develop linkages with the
industry and local institutions to design innovative solutions to problems that are specific to the
region.
We must think globally but act locally. #Sikkim pic.twitter.com/pL4tDGEjIF
The Vice President also suggested that ‘academic curricula must be constantly updated and
upgraded and students must be upskilled to face the new challenges and changing market
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demands’. Calling for flexibility and dynamism in courses, ‘innovation should be the watchword,
going forward, especially for higher education’, he stressed.
Lauding Sikkim’s efforts in higher education, Shri Naidu noted that the state has the highest
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher Education at 75.8%. He also appreciated the setting up
of the Sikkim Education Reforms Commission (SERC) headed by the Chief Minister to ensure
sincere implementation of NEP, 2020. “I compliment the state government for its proactive role
in shaping Sikkim as the educational hub in the North East”, he said.
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Later in the day, the Vice President briefly interacted with a group of students from Sikkim who
were recently evacuated from Ukraine. He expressed happiness that the students, who were
stranded in the conflict zone, could reach Sikkim safely with the active coordination between the
Government of India and the State government.
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Later, Shri Naidu unveiled a statue of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose at Raj Bhawan, Sikkim in
the presence of various officials and dignitaries. Shri Naidu also witnessed performances of folk
songs and dances of Sikkim at a cultural event hosted by the Governor of Sikkim.
Governor of Sikkim, Shri Ganga Prasad, Chief Minister of Sikkim, Shri Prem Singh Tamang,
Minister, Government of Sikkim, Shri K. N. Lepcha, Minister, Government of Sikkim, Shri B. S.
Panth, public representatives, students, professors and other dignitaries participated in the
foundation laying ceremony of the KSU.

“Sisters and brothers,
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Following is the full text of the speech:

ac
k

I am very pleased to lay the foundation stone of the Kangchenjunga State University (KSU)
today. This is the first ever University of the State Government and I am sure that this institution
will set new benchmarks and become an exemplar in imparting quality education.
As you all are aware, universities and other higher education institutions play a critical role in
nation-building and taking India to greater heights in the education sector. In laying the
foundation stone today for this state university, we are collectively laying the foundation for a
more prosperous, developed Sikkim where learning becomes a key lever for sustainable
progress.
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I am happy to note that as per the latest All India Survey of Higher Education (AISHE) report, the
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of Sikkim state in Higher Education stands at 75.8% which is the
highest in India. Another noteworthy development is that the government of Sikkim has
constituted the Sikkim Education Reforms Commission (SERC) to ensure sincere
implementation of NEP, 2020 headed by the Chief Minister. These are commendable measures
and I compliment the state government for its pro-active role in shaping Sikkim as the
educational hub in the North East.
Sisters and brothers,
The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 is a visionary document that seeks to strengthen the
education sector as a whole. It seeks to bring in the much-needed reforms in both school and
higher education in tune with the demands of the 21st century. The NEP 2020 lays special
emphasis on pre-primary and primary education, vocational education, improving the quality of
teaching, teachers training, creative use of technology, flexibility and excellence in higher
education. A sound policy is only the first step. What is critical is how well the NEP gets
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implemented in our educational institutes.
The states have to implement NEP-2020 with missionary zeal to bring about transformation in
the learning-teaching ecosystem and achieve the desired outcomes. I am happy to learn that
Sikkim has already initiated a number of steps for effective implementation of the provisions of
the NEP and the setting up of a permanent campus of KSU shall be another step in that
direction.
Sisters and brothers,
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I am particularly pleased to inaugurate this State University because education is potentially one
of the most effective tools to fast track all round development in the North Eastern region.
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For youth of this region, universities such as this create enormous opportunities to expand their
knowledge and acquire new skill sets required for the 21st century. On their part, youth must
take full advantage of the opportunities provided to them and strive for excellence in their
chosen domains. This region has natural strengths in areas such as eco-tourism, horticulture
and handicrafts. They need to be given a special thrust. By leveraging the talent of this region’s
young and enterprising population, we need to build sustainable business models that will
ultimately benefit the people of the state.
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Universities like this must collaborate with some of the reputed academic institutions within India
as well as other parts of the world to promote cutting-edge research. While largely focusing on
academic activities, universities must develop linkages with the industry and local institutions to
design innovative solutions to problems that are specific to the region. In other words, think
globally but act locally.
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Lastly, universities must encourage research into the traditional knowledge systems, for instance
organic farming and the medicinal system – Sowa Rigpa in the case of Sikkim. The idea should
be to rediscover our intellectual capital and systematically and scientifically build on the
knowledge base inherited collectively.

cr

In this regard, it is heartening to know that Sikkim, which is a leader in organic farming, has
started vocational training on the subject in all its Secondary and Senior Secondary schools. I
am told that Sikkim has also brought out new primary textbooks with focus on sustainable
development. With quality research facilities being developed in the Higher Education sector,
Sikkim be a pace setter in making education an important catalyst for sustainable development.
I am also happy to learn that the state government is setting up a University of Excellence at
Chakung, West Sikkim and dedicate it to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. This University of
Excellence shall create a knowledge repository about flora and fauna, people, their culture and
heritage, apart from environment and climate change of this part of the country with special
focus on Eastern Himalayas. This will keep the ancient heritage of Sikkim alive and thriving for
many generations to come. It is indeed a great and fitting tribute to Netaji in the 75th year of
Independence, when the entire country is celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
Sisters and Borthers,
The COVID-19 pandemic created a huge upheaval for the education sector when schools and
colleges had to be closed for a very long period, abruptly forcing education to go completely
online. Sikkim state, which has a difficult terrain and poor network connectivity, had to face
multiple challenges in switching to online education. However, I am happy to notethat the state
has conducted online classes to bridge the learning deficit and also started homeschooling. I am
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also told the State also launched a dedicated App for its senior students and has imparted
training for its teachers virtually. These are truly commendable efforts.
Now, with more than 180 crore vaccine doses administered and COVID-19 cases in the country
tapering off, many educational institutions are opening up for students to attend classes
physically.
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As we transition back to our classrooms- through a variety of hybrid modes, it is important to
reflect on our existing systems. We must try to understand the structural weaknesses that have
become evident during the pandemic and bring out innovative solutions.
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For instance, the digital component of education is here to stay. We must democratize the
technology needed for this - cheaper electronic devices, faster internet connectivity and opensource digital portals, thereby making learning opportunities more accessible and affordable for
rural students. Digital content in Indian languages is also at a nascent stage. Central and state
governments must give a boost to the development of quality digital content in local and regional
languages.
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Similarly, the pandemic has also highlighted the importance of a key aspect of education- that of
physical education. Experts have suggested that confinement of students to homes during the
last year without any physical activity or social interaction has had an impact on their mental and
emotional well-being. As we move back to offline classrooms, educators and parents must
ensure that students have adequate physical activities. Students must be encouraged to spend
some time in the lap of nature. We must implement this key take away from the experience of
education during the pandemic.
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The pandemic has also taught us the importance of adapting to sudden and unexpected
situations. This must reflect in our education system, which cannot remain static. We should
constantly update and upgrade our curricula and upskill our students to face the new challenges.
Students must be kept abreast of the latest technological developments, new job roles and
changing market demands. Courses too, should be dynamic and allow for flexibility. Innovation
should be the watchword, going forward, especially for higher education.
Sisters and brothers,
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Sikkim is clearly putting in inspired efforts in education and I wish it all the success in the years
to come. It is my sincere desire to see at least 10 universities from the North Eastern region in
the top 100 institutions in the NIRF (National Institutional Ranking Framework) of the country. I
believe this is possible in the near future and my best wishes to Sikkim to lead the way.
Once again, I am very happy to have laid the foundation stone for this University. My best
wishes to the University for its future endeavours.
Namaskar. Jai Hind!”
*****
MS/RK
The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today called upon universities to encourage
scientific research in traditional knowledge systems such as organic farming and medicinal
systems and ‘rediscover our intellectual capital’ in a systematic way.
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Shri Naidu appreciated Sikkim, a leader in organic farming, for having started vocational training
on the subject in all its secondary and senior secondary schools, apart from bringing out new
primary textbooks with focus on sustainable development.
The Vice President was laying the foundation stone virtually for the Khangchendzonga State
University in Sikkim. Shri Naidu, who is on a four-day tour of Mizoram and Sikkim, arrived in
Gangtok today.
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The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu virtually laying the foundation stone of the
Khangchendzonga State University (KSU) in Sikkim today. #Sikkim pic.twitter.com/qrD2zqHDhb
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Stressing on the important role of universities in fast-tracking all-round development, Shri Naidu
observed that ‘with quality higher education, Sikkim can be a pace setter in making education an
important catalyst for sustainable development’.
Shri Naidu said that universities in the region must develop linkages with the industry and local
institutions to design innovative solutions to problems that are specific to the region. “In other
words, think globally but act locally”, he said and urged students to take advantage of the
region’s natural strengths in eco-tourism, horticulture and handicrafts and strive for excellence.
Noting the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the education sector in India, Shri Naidu said that
education cannot remain static and called for innovation and adaptation to the changing market
demands.
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Observing that the digital component of education would be a permanent feature, Shri Naidu
called for democratizing technology to make learning opportunities more accessible and
affordable for rural students. He also called upon central and state governments to give a boost
to the development of quality digital content in local and regional languages.
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Observing that the pandemic has highlighted the importance of physical education, Shri Naidu
advised educators and parents to ensure the participation of students in regular physical
activities. He added that students must be encouraged to spend some time in the lap of nature.
While largely focusing on academic activities, universities must develop linkages with the
industry and local institutions to design innovative solutions to problems that are specific to the
region.
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We must think globally but act locally. #Sikkim pic.twitter.com/pL4tDGEjIF
The Vice President also suggested that ‘academic curricula must be constantly updated and
upgraded and students must be upskilled to face the new challenges and changing market
demands’. Calling for flexibility and dynamism in courses, ‘innovation should be the watchword,
going forward, especially for higher education’, he stressed.
Lauding Sikkim’s efforts in higher education, Shri Naidu noted that the state has the highest
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher Education at 75.8%. He also appreciated the setting up
of the Sikkim Education Reforms Commission (SERC) headed by the Chief Minister to ensure
sincere implementation of NEP, 2020. “I compliment the state government for its proactive role
in shaping Sikkim as the educational hub in the North East”, he said.
Later in the day, the Vice President briefly interacted with a group of students from Sikkim who
were recently evacuated from Ukraine. He expressed happiness that the students, who were
stranded in the conflict zone, could reach Sikkim safely with the active coordination between the
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Government of India and the State government.
Later, Shri Naidu unveiled a statue of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose at Raj Bhawan, Sikkim in
the presence of various officials and dignitaries. Shri Naidu also witnessed performances of folk
songs and dances of Sikkim at a cultural event hosted by the Governor of Sikkim.

Following is the full text of the speech:
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“Sisters and brothers,
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Governor of Sikkim, Shri Ganga Prasad, Chief Minister of Sikkim, Shri Prem Singh Tamang,
Minister, Government of Sikkim, Shri K. N. Lepcha, Minister, Government of Sikkim, Shri B. S.
Panth, public representatives, students, professors and other dignitaries participated in the
foundation laying ceremony of the KSU.

I am very pleased to lay the foundation stone of the Kangchenjunga State University (KSU)
today. This is the first ever University of the State Government and I am sure that this institution
will set new benchmarks and become an exemplar in imparting quality education.

IA

As you all are aware, universities and other higher education institutions play a critical role in
nation-building and taking India to greater heights in the education sector. In laying the
foundation stone today for this state university, we are collectively laying the foundation for a
more prosperous, developed Sikkim where learning becomes a key lever for sustainable
progress.
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I am happy to note that as per the latest All India Survey of Higher Education (AISHE) report, the
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of Sikkim state in Higher Education stands at 75.8% which is the
highest in India. Another noteworthy development is that the government of Sikkim has
constituted the Sikkim Education Reforms Commission (SERC) to ensure sincere
implementation of NEP, 2020 headed by the Chief Minister. These are commendable measures
and I compliment the state government for its pro-active role in shaping Sikkim as the
educational hub in the North East.
Sisters and brothers,
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The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 is a visionary document that seeks to strengthen the
education sector as a whole. It seeks to bring in the much-needed reforms in both school and
higher education in tune with the demands of the 21st century. The NEP 2020 lays special
emphasis on pre-primary and primary education, vocational education, improving the quality of
teaching, teachers training, creative use of technology, flexibility and excellence in higher
education. A sound policy is only the first step. What is critical is how well the NEP gets
implemented in our educational institutes.
The states have to implement NEP-2020 with missionary zeal to bring about transformation in
the learning-teaching ecosystem and achieve the desired outcomes. I am happy to learn that
Sikkim has already initiated a number of steps for effective implementation of the provisions of
the NEP and the setting up of a permanent campus of KSU shall be another step in that
direction.
Sisters and brothers,
I am particularly pleased to inaugurate this State University because education is potentially one
of the most effective tools to fast track all round development in the North Eastern region.
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For youth of this region, universities such as this create enormous opportunities to expand their
knowledge and acquire new skill sets required for the 21st century. On their part, youth must
take full advantage of the opportunities provided to them and strive for excellence in their
chosen domains. This region has natural strengths in areas such as eco-tourism, horticulture
and handicrafts. They need to be given a special thrust. By leveraging the talent of this region’s
young and enterprising population, we need to build sustainable business models that will
ultimately benefit the people of the state.
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Universities like this must collaborate with some of the reputed academic institutions within India
as well as other parts of the world to promote cutting-edge research. While largely focusing on
academic activities, universities must develop linkages with the industry and local institutions to
design innovative solutions to problems that are specific to the region. In other words, think
globally but act locally.
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Lastly, universities must encourage research into the traditional knowledge systems, for instance
organic farming and the medicinal system – Sowa Rigpa in the case of Sikkim. The idea should
be to rediscover our intellectual capital and systematically and scientifically build on the
knowledge base inherited collectively.
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In this regard, it is heartening to know that Sikkim, which is a leader in organic farming, has
started vocational training on the subject in all its Secondary and Senior Secondary schools. I
am told that Sikkim has also brought out new primary textbooks with focus on sustainable
development. With quality research facilities being developed in the Higher Education sector,
Sikkim be a pace setter in making education an important catalyst for sustainable development.
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I am also happy to learn that the state government is setting up a University of Excellence at
Chakung, West Sikkim and dedicate it to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. This University of
Excellence shall create a knowledge repository about flora and fauna, people, their culture and
heritage, apart from environment and climate change of this part of the country with special
focus on Eastern Himalayas. This will keep the ancient heritage of Sikkim alive and thriving for
many generations to come. It is indeed a great and fitting tribute to Netaji in the 75th year of
Independence, when the entire country is celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
Sisters and Borthers,
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The COVID-19 pandemic created a huge upheaval for the education sector when schools and
colleges had to be closed for a very long period, abruptly forcing education to go completely
online. Sikkim state, which has a difficult terrain and poor network connectivity, had to face
multiple challenges in switching to online education. However, I am happy to notethat the state
has conducted online classes to bridge the learning deficit and also started homeschooling. I am
also told the State also launched a dedicated App for its senior students and has imparted
training for its teachers virtually. These are truly commendable efforts.
Now, with more than 180 crore vaccine doses administered and COVID-19 cases in the country
tapering off, many educational institutions are opening up for students to attend classes
physically.
As we transition back to our classrooms- through a variety of hybrid modes, it is important to
reflect on our existing systems. We must try to understand the structural weaknesses that have
become evident during the pandemic and bring out innovative solutions.
For instance, the digital component of education is here to stay. We must democratize the
technology needed for this - cheaper electronic devices, faster internet connectivity and open-
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source digital portals, thereby making learning opportunities more accessible and affordable for
rural students. Digital content in Indian languages is also at a nascent stage. Central and state
governments must give a boost to the development of quality digital content in local and regional
languages.
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Similarly, the pandemic has also highlighted the importance of a key aspect of education- that of
physical education. Experts have suggested that confinement of students to homes during the
last year without any physical activity or social interaction has had an impact on their mental and
emotional well-being. As we move back to offline classrooms, educators and parents must
ensure that students have adequate physical activities. Students must be encouraged to spend
some time in the lap of nature. We must implement this key take away from the experience of
education during the pandemic.
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The pandemic has also taught us the importance of adapting to sudden and unexpected
situations. This must reflect in our education system, which cannot remain static. We should
constantly update and upgrade our curricula and upskill our students to face the new challenges.
Students must be kept abreast of the latest technological developments, new job roles and
changing market demands. Courses too, should be dynamic and allow for flexibility. Innovation
should be the watchword, going forward, especially for higher education.
Sisters and brothers,

IA

Sikkim is clearly putting in inspired efforts in education and I wish it all the success in the years
to come. It is my sincere desire to see at least 10 universities from the North Eastern region in
the top 100 institutions in the NIRF (National Institutional Ranking Framework) of the country. I
believe this is possible in the near future and my best wishes to Sikkim to lead the way.
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Once again, I am very happy to have laid the foundation stone for this University. My best
wishes to the University for its future endeavours.
Namaskar. Jai Hind!”

*****
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PM DECLARES OPEN THE 11TH KHEL MAHAKUMBH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi today declared open the 11th Khel Mahakumbh at
Ahmedabad. The Governor of Gujarat, Acharya Devvrat and The Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri
Bhupendrabhai Patel were among those present on the occasion.
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At the outset, the Prime Minister noted the sea of youth energy and enthusiasm in the stadium
and said that this is not just sports mahakumbh but also a mahakumbh of the youth power of
Gujarat. The Prime Minister’s speech was preceded by a grand ceremony.
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The Prime Minister said that the Mahkumbh did not take place for two years due to the
pandemic, but this grand event has filled the sportsperson with new confidence and energy. “the
seed that I sowed 12 years ago has become a grand banyan tree today”, said the Prime Minister
who started the games as then Chief Minister of Gujarat. Started in 2010 in Gujarat under the
visionary leadership of the then Chief Minister Shri Narendra Modi, with 16 sports and 13 lakh
participants, Khel Mahakumbh today encompasses 36 general sports and 26 para sports. Over
45 lakh sportspersons have registered for 11th Khel Mahakumbh.
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Shri Modi mentioned that earlier Indian sports scene was dominated by few sports and
indigenous sports were ignored. Sports were also infected by nepotism and “lack of
transparency in the selection of players was also a big factor.All the talent of the players was
spent in battling the problems.Coming out of that vortex, the youth of India are touching the sky
today.The glow of gold and silver is polishing the confidence of the country,”, he said. The Prime
Minister pointed out that today, India is winning record number of medals in events like Tokyo
Olympics and Paralympics. He said he has full confidence in the youth of the country. “India won
7 medals for the first time in Tokyo Olympics.The same record was made by the sons and
daughters of India in the Tokyo Paralympics as well.India won 19 medals in this global
competition.But, this is only the beginning.India is neither going to stop nor is it going to get
tired”, Shri Modi emphasized.
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The Prime Minister said that students who have returned from Ukraine have testified for the
growing influence of the tricolour. Similarly, on the sports podium also, the same pride and
patriotism is visible. The Prime Minister underlined the leadership of youth in various fields. He
said “from Startup India to Standup India today. From Make in India to self-reliant India and
'Vocal for Local', the youth of India themselves have taken the responsibility of every campaign
of New India.Our youth has established India's potential.”
The Prime Minister advised the youngsters against taking short cuts in life. Path of short cut is
always short lived. He said “There is only one mantra for success - 'Long term planning, and
continuous commitment'.Neither a victory can ever be our last stop nor a defeat”.
As success in sports needs 360 degree approach, the Prime Minister said, India is working with
a holistic approach for promoting sports in the country. Khelo India programme is one good
example of such thinking. “We started recognizing the talents of the country and giving them all
necessary support.Despite having talent, our youth used to lag behind due to lack of
training.Today better and better training facilities are being given to the players,” he pointed out.
In the last 7-8 years budget for sports have been increased by 70 per cent. Encouragement and
incentive for players have been enhanced significantly for players as well as coaches. He talked
about the progress achieved in establishing sports as a viable career. There are many streams
in the fields such as coaching, management, trainers, dieticians, sports writing etc which can be
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taken up by the youngster who are interested in the field. In Manipur and Meerut sports
universities have been established and sports courses are coming up in many institutions. He
also asked for paying attention to beach and water sports given such a big coastline. He also
requested parents to encourage sports among their children.
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Khel Mahakumbh has revolutionized the sports ecosystem in Gujarat. With no age bar, it
witnesses participation of people from across the State who compete in various events over a
period of one month. It is a unique confluence of traditional sports like kabaddi, kho-kho, tug of
war, yogasana, mallakhambh and modern sports like artistic skating, tennis and fencing. It has
played an important role in identifying raw talent in sports at the grassroot level. It has also given
a thrust to para sports in Gujarat.
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Khel Mahakumbh has revolutionised the sports ecosystem. Inaugurating the 11th edition.
https://t.co/aoHeflcft6
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi today declared open the 11th Khel Mahakumbh at
Ahmedabad. The Governor of Gujarat, Acharya Devvrat and The Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri
Bhupendrabhai Patel were among those present on the occasion.
At the outset, the Prime Minister noted the sea of youth energy and enthusiasm in the stadium
and said that this is not just sports mahakumbh but also a mahakumbh of the youth power of
Gujarat. The Prime Minister’s speech was preceded by a grand ceremony.
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The Prime Minister said that the Mahkumbh did not take place for two years due to the
pandemic, but this grand event has filled the sportsperson with new confidence and energy. “the
seed that I sowed 12 years ago has become a grand banyan tree today”, said the Prime Minister
who started the games as then Chief Minister of Gujarat. Started in 2010 in Gujarat under the
visionary leadership of the then Chief Minister Shri Narendra Modi, with 16 sports and 13 lakh
participants, Khel Mahakumbh today encompasses 36 general sports and 26 para sports. Over
45 lakh sportspersons have registered for 11th Khel Mahakumbh.
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Shri Modi mentioned that earlier Indian sports scene was dominated by few sports and
indigenous sports were ignored. Sports were also infected by nepotism and “lack of
transparency in the selection of players was also a big factor.All the talent of the players was
spent in battling the problems.Coming out of that vortex, the youth of India are touching the sky
today.The glow of gold and silver is polishing the confidence of the country,”, he said. The Prime
Minister pointed out that today, India is winning record number of medals in events like Tokyo
Olympics and Paralympics. He said he has full confidence in the youth of the country. “India won
7 medals for the first time in Tokyo Olympics.The same record was made by the sons and
daughters of India in the Tokyo Paralympics as well.India won 19 medals in this global
competition.But, this is only the beginning.India is neither going to stop nor is it going to get
tired”, Shri Modi emphasized.
The Prime Minister said that students who have returned from Ukraine have testified for the
growing influence of the tricolour. Similarly, on the sports podium also, the same pride and
patriotism is visible. The Prime Minister underlined the leadership of youth in various fields. He
said “from Startup India to Standup India today. From Make in India to self-reliant India and
'Vocal for Local', the youth of India themselves have taken the responsibility of every campaign
of New India.Our youth has established India's potential.”
The Prime Minister advised the youngsters against taking short cuts in life. Path of short cut is
always short lived. He said “There is only one mantra for success - 'Long term planning, and
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continuous commitment'.Neither a victory can ever be our last stop nor a defeat”.
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As success in sports needs 360 degree approach, the Prime Minister said, India is working with
a holistic approach for promoting sports in the country. Khelo India programme is one good
example of such thinking. “We started recognizing the talents of the country and giving them all
necessary support.Despite having talent, our youth used to lag behind due to lack of
training.Today better and better training facilities are being given to the players,” he pointed out.
In the last 7-8 years budget for sports have been increased by 70 per cent. Encouragement and
incentive for players have been enhanced significantly for players as well as coaches. He talked
about the progress achieved in establishing sports as a viable career. There are many streams
in the fields such as coaching, management, trainers, dieticians, sports writing etc which can be
taken up by the youngster who are interested in the field. In Manipur and Meerut sports
universities have been established and sports courses are coming up in many institutions. He
also asked for paying attention to beach and water sports given such a big coastline. He also
requested parents to encourage sports among their children.
Khel Mahakumbh has revolutionized the sports ecosystem in Gujarat. With no age bar, it
witnesses participation of people from across the State who compete in various events over a
period of one month. It is a unique confluence of traditional sports like kabaddi, kho-kho, tug of
war, yogasana, mallakhambh and modern sports like artistic skating, tennis and fencing. It has
played an important role in identifying raw talent in sports at the grassroot level. It has also given
a thrust to para sports in Gujarat.
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Khel Mahakumbh has revolutionised the sports ecosystem. Inaugurating the 11th edition.
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS TO ORGANIZE
“CONSUMER EMPOWERMENT WEEK” FROM 14TH TO
20TH MARCH 2022 TO CELEBRATE AZADI KA AMRIT
MAHOTSAV
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India
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Department of Consumer Affairs is organizing “Consumer Empowerment Week” from 14th to
20th March 2022 to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of progressive India and the glorious
history of its people, culture and achievements as a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The
celebrations coincide with World Consumer Rights Day, which falls on 15th March. Department
of Consumer Affairs will organize several activities at various places in the country.
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On the opening day of the celebration, field units of organizations under the Department i.e.,
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), Indian Institute of Legal Metrology (IILM) Ranchi, National
Cooperative Consumers’ Federation of India Limited (NCCF), National Test House (NTH) and
Regional Reference Standards Laboratories (RRSLs) will conduct rural outreach programmes in
75 villages. The outreach programmes will create awareness about various initiatives of interest
to the local populace like National Consumer Helpline (NCH), features of Consumer Protection
Act 2019, BIS standards, details to be seen on pre-packaged commodities, Use of ISI marked
pressure cookers and helmets, purchase of hallmarked gold jewellery and use of proper weights
and measures.
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On 15th March 2022, the Department will celebrate World Consumer Rights Day. The main
event is being organized in New Delhi and the theme this year is “Fair Digital Finance”. The
event will be inaugurated by Shri Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, Textiles, and Commerce & Industry. Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister
of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Shri Mr Justice R K Agarwal, President of National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (NCDRC), Shri Nandan Nilekani, Non-Executive Chairman of Infosys,
and other dignitaries are expected to grace the occasion. Dedicated sessions have been
earmarked to discuss issues facing consumers. The Department is also launching a virtual
exhibition on 75 years of scientific and organisational journey of BIS, RRSL and The National
Test House (NTH).

A virtual conference on e-commerce will be organized on 16-17, March, 022. A quiz will be
organized in collaboration with MyGov which is open to all participants and certificates will be
given to all participants and the best entries will win prizes. In addition, many other activities
from 14-20, March 2022 have been planned by BIS, NTH and RRSL.to commemorate
Consumer Empowerment Week during the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
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Department of Consumer Affairs is organizing “Consumer Empowerment Week” from 14th to
20th March 2022 to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of progressive India and the glorious
history of its people, culture and achievements as a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The
celebrations coincide with World Consumer Rights Day, which falls on 15th March. Department
of Consumer Affairs will organize several activities at various places in the country.
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On the opening day of the celebration, field units of organizations under the Department i.e.,
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), Indian Institute of Legal Metrology (IILM) Ranchi, National
Cooperative Consumers’ Federation of India Limited (NCCF), National Test House (NTH) and
Regional Reference Standards Laboratories (RRSLs) will conduct rural outreach programmes in
75 villages. The outreach programmes will create awareness about various initiatives of interest
to the local populace like National Consumer Helpline (NCH), features of Consumer Protection
Act 2019, BIS standards, details to be seen on pre-packaged commodities, Use of ISI marked
pressure cookers and helmets, purchase of hallmarked gold jewellery and use of proper weights
and measures.
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On 15th March 2022, the Department will celebrate World Consumer Rights Day. The main
event is being organized in New Delhi and the theme this year is “Fair Digital Finance”. The
event will be inaugurated by Shri Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, Textiles, and Commerce & Industry. Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister
of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Shri Mr Justice R K Agarwal, President of National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (NCDRC), Shri Nandan Nilekani, Non-Executive Chairman of Infosys,
and other dignitaries are expected to grace the occasion. Dedicated sessions have been
earmarked to discuss issues facing consumers. The Department is also launching a virtual
exhibition on 75 years of scientific and organisational journey of BIS, RRSL and The National
Test House (NTH).
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A virtual conference on e-commerce will be organized on 16-17, March, 022. A quiz will be
organized in collaboration with MyGov which is open to all participants and certificates will be
given to all participants and the best entries will win prizes. In addition, many other activities
from 14-20, March 2022 have been planned by BIS, NTH and RRSL.to commemorate
Consumer Empowerment Week during the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATIO DROPS BY 9 POINTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

In fact, the MMR has increased in four States — West Bengal, Haryana,Uttarakhand, and
Chhattisgarh.
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Attributing the decline in MMR to the collective efforts of health workers who have created
awareness on institutional deliveries, Rajkumar N., State Deputy Director (Maternal Health), told
The Hindu on Friday that Karnataka isnow on course to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goal of an MMR of less than 70 by 2024.
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Admitting that the State was facing challenges in providing maternal and child health services,
Dr. Rajkumar said, “Our biggest challenge is to make all the 147 taluk hospitals functional round
the clock for maternity services. Efforts are being made to address the lack of availability of
specialists — obstetricians, paediatricians, and anaesthetists — at government hospitals in rural
areas.”
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Currently, maternal mortality is high in districts like Dharwad, Chickballapur, Bidar, Hassan,
Haveri, Shivamogga, and Tumakuru followed by Chamarajanagara. “The scenario changed
owing to COVID-19 and poor health-seeking behaviour among people there. We are working on
round the clock availability of delivery services at all State-run health facilities. We are also
cutting down the referrals from lower hospitals to higher facilities by conducting skill-based
training of service providers and stringent monitoring of services,” he said.
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CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

“The three worst States in incidence of crimes in 2001—Delhi, Haryana and Assam—remained
largely unchanged in 2015.” A scene in Delhi.PHOTO: RAMESH SHARMA
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If we go by the National Crime Records Bureau reports, incidence of serious crimes against
women rose from 237 per day in 2001 to 313 per day in 2015. These crimes include rape,
kidnapping and abduction, dowry deaths and cruelty by husbands and relatives. Minor girls,
adolescent and old women are frequently victims of brutal rapes and murders. Of these crimes,
30 per cent were rapes (including intent to rape). Higher incidence of crimes during 2001-2015
coupled with low conviction rate of 21 per cent of cases reported suggests that women are more
vulnerable to serious crimes.
Women’s vulnerability varies enormously across States. Incidence of serious crimes was as high
as 75 per lakh women in Delhi in 2015 as against approximately 5 per lakh women in Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
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There are huge gaps in incidence of crimes between the three worst and the three best States.
The three worst States in 2001 — Delhi, Haryana and Assam — remained largely unchanged in
2015, with Assam replacing Haryana as the second worst State. The best performers, however,
changed during this period. Nagaland, Meghalaya, and Sikkim displayed the lowest incidence of
crimes in 2001 but the top two were replaced by Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu in 2015.
However, across States, the overall concentration of serious crimes did not change significantly.
For example, the three States (Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Maharashtra) that accounted for
37 per cent of the crimes in 2001 were responsible for a slightly lower share of 34 per cent in
2015.
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Here we focus on two related questions: (i) Why have crimes against women risen between
2001 and 2015? What are the factors associated with huge inter-State variation in these crimes
in 2015? As answers to these questions lie in the interplay of affluence of a State, religion,
demographics including female/male ratio, employment opportunities for women, their literacy,
rural/urban population ratio, quality of governance in the State and media exposure, we carried
out a detailed analysis that allows us to assess their individual and joint contributions to variation
of serious crimes over time and across States.
Our analysis reveals the following effects. A 1 per cent increase in State GDP (per capita) is
associated with a 0.42 per cent reduction in the incidence of serious crimes. It follows that
greater affluence is accompanied by a reduction in such crimes. If alcoholism and substance
abuse are lower among men, or if these addictions are better treated in more affluent States,
sexual or physical assaults on women are less likely.
Another factor is the sex imbalance measured as the number of females per 1,000 males. The
sex ratio norm is 950. India’s ratio was below this (944 in 2015). A one per cent increase in the
sex ratio lowers serious crimes against women by 8 per cent. Indeed, a skewed sex rationmore
than undermines the affluence effect. So, if Delhi and Haryana continue to be the worst States
despite being affluent (relative to, say, Andhra Pradesh), it is largely because of the abysmally
low sex ratio in these two States. While the sex ratio increased in several States but remained
low (Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana and Rajasthan), in others (Bihar, Maharashtra) it remained
low and barely changed.
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Other influential factors include female literacy and labour force participation. Female bargaining
power depends on both their literacy and outside employment. However, the evidence also
suggests a backlash in which male spouses — especially those who are unemployed — assert
their superiority by retaliatory physical and sexual violence. Our analysis points to a favourable
joint effect of female literacy and labour force participation, though the positive individual effects
of female literacy and labour force participation are larger. If brutality in marriage becomes
unbearable, exit options for women who are both literate and employed become more viable for
them. Promoting both jointly is likely to be more effective in curbing domestic violence against
women.
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A somewhat surprising finding is that the higher the rural/urban population, the higher the
incidence of serious crimes against women. A one per cent decline in the rural/urban population
ratio is associated with a reduction of 0.4 per cent in the incidence of such crimes. Even though
such crimes in urban areas have greater visibility in the media, the grim reality is that women in
rural areas are more vulnerable. Despite likely under-reporting of such crimes, it is revealing that
rural women more often seek remedial action against them. This, of course, doesn’t imply that
they are more likely to succeed.
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Although cultural norms and context take diverse forms — whether, for example, it is a
matriarchal or patriarchal society — religion is one key dimension. Classifying the populations
into Hindus and Muslims, we find that in both groups women are vulnerable to serious crimes
but more so among the former. A one per cent increase in the share of the Hindus increases
such crimes by 1.64 per cent — double the incidence among Muslims. That a greater frequency
of wife-beating and dowry-related violence among Hindus — in extreme cases “bride burning” —
still persists is worrying.
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Exposure to media — captured through readership of newspapers in English and major Indian
languages — has two effects: one is better reporting of crimes and perhaps, more importantly, a
crime deterrence effect. It is difficult to separate the two and so the combined effect is that a one
per cent increase in readership is associated with a 1.9 per cent reduction in such crimes. The
Delhi gang rape case of 2012, for example, wouldn’t have sparked a national uproar and led to
the speedy arrest of the perpetrators without sustained media activism.
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Nobel laureate Amartya Sen has emphasised that rape and other serious crimes against women
are closely intertwined with inefficient policing and judicial systems, and callousness of society.
So the quality of governance in States is key to understanding the huge variation in incidence of
serious crimes against women. In a recent but ambitious study this year led by economist
Sudipto Mundle, 19 States have been ranked on the basis of a composite indicator of
governance in 2001 and 2012. This indicator combines five criteria — infrastructure, social
services, fiscal performance, justice, law and order, and quality of the legislature. Even if some
State rankings are intriguing because of the failure to take into account rampant political
corruption, it is significant that the best five and the worst five performers remained largely
unchanged during 2001-2012. Subject to this caveat and the fact that 2015 is not covered, using
this measure of governance, we find that the incidence of serious crimes against women
declines with better governance.
In conclusion, if the crimes against women rose despite greater affluence and a slight increase
in the sex ratio during 2001-15, the answer must lie in likely deterioration of governance and
persistence of low sex ratios in certain States. Illustrative cases include Bihar, Delhi and
Maharashtra.
Geetika Dang is an independent researcher; Vani S. Kulkarni is with the Department of
Sociology, University of Pennsylvania. Raghav Gaiha, who is with the Department of Global
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Health and Population, Harvard School of Public Health & Global Development Institute,
University of Manchester, also contributed to the article.
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LINKING OF VOCATIONAL AND HIGHER EDUCATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has advocated integration of vocational education with
main stream education in a phased manner. Accordingly, University Grants Commission (UGC)
has facilitated Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) to offer skill-based programmes under
National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF). The objective of NSQF is, inter alia, to integrate
relevant skills into the higher education system in order to make higher education relevant to the
learners and the community. In addition, UGC has also notified guidelines on
Internship/Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme in the year 2020. As per the UGC
Guidelines, any Under Graduate (UG) degree programme is eligible to embed
Internship/Apprenticeship into the degree programme. While UGC’s programmes for skill-based
education emphasize on developing skilled workforce with vocational education, this emphasis
on Internship/Apprenticeship is to improve the employability of students in general stream.
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All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has also brought out flexibility in the eligibility
criteria for admission in Engineering courses in order to integrate skilling courses. It allows
candidates having one of the vocational subjects as recognised by CBSE/ State Education
Boards / or having B. Voc in specialised domain, for admission through lateral entry into 2nd
year of B. Tech Programme in AICTE-approved Institutions.
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AICTE has launched Kaushal Augmentation and Restructuring Mission of AICTE (KARMA)
Scheme for AICTE approved Institutions and Centrally funded Technical Institutions. Under this
scheme Institutions are approved for providing Skill training as per NSQ Framework to School
Drop Outs, Students Perusing their degree/Diploma and to willing School students of CBSE,
State Boards in the vicinity of Institutions. Till February 2022 more than 1000 institutions have
registered on KARMA portal.
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In addition, Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) is offering Certificate, Diploma,
Master degree level vocational programmes in the areas of Information Security, Business
Process Outsourcing; Finance and Accounting, Communication and IT Skills, Fashion Design,
Modern Office Practice, Pharmaceutical Sales Management and Entrepreneurship. The
University acts as a national resource centre having twenty-one Schools of Study offering skill
and competency-based programmes across a diverse range of disciplines, including the above
stated areas.

The information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Dr. Subhas Sarkar in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha today.
*****
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National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has advocated integration of vocational education with
main stream education in a phased manner. Accordingly, University Grants Commission (UGC)
has facilitated Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) to offer skill-based programmes under
National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF). The objective of NSQF is, inter alia, to integrate
relevant skills into the higher education system in order to make higher education relevant to the
learners and the community. In addition, UGC has also notified guidelines on
Internship/Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme in the year 2020. As per the UGC
Guidelines, any Under Graduate (UG) degree programme is eligible to embed
Internship/Apprenticeship into the degree programme. While UGC’s programmes for skill-based
education emphasize on developing skilled workforce with vocational education, this emphasis
on Internship/Apprenticeship is to improve the employability of students in general stream.
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All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has also brought out flexibility in the eligibility
criteria for admission in Engineering courses in order to integrate skilling courses. It allows
candidates having one of the vocational subjects as recognised by CBSE/ State Education
Boards / or having B. Voc in specialised domain, for admission through lateral entry into 2nd
year of B. Tech Programme in AICTE-approved Institutions.
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AICTE has launched Kaushal Augmentation and Restructuring Mission of AICTE (KARMA)
Scheme for AICTE approved Institutions and Centrally funded Technical Institutions. Under this
scheme Institutions are approved for providing Skill training as per NSQ Framework to School
Drop Outs, Students Perusing their degree/Diploma and to willing School students of CBSE,
State Boards in the vicinity of Institutions. Till February 2022 more than 1000 institutions have
registered on KARMA portal.
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In addition, Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) is offering Certificate, Diploma,
Master degree level vocational programmes in the areas of Information Security, Business
Process Outsourcing; Finance and Accounting, Communication and IT Skills, Fashion Design,
Modern Office Practice, Pharmaceutical Sales Management and Entrepreneurship. The
University acts as a national resource centre having twenty-one Schools of Study offering skill
and competency-based programmes across a diverse range of disciplines, including the above
stated areas.

The information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Dr. Subhas Sarkar in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha today.
*****
MJPS/AK
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TOWARDS INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The ADITI access switch, a non-contact switch for a person with motor disability which helps
them ‘‘click’‘ on a computer screen. | Photo Credit: RAGU R.
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The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 guarantees to every disabled person a large
bouquet of rights and entitlements. But the reality that disabled persons confront in their
everyday lives is far removed from the law’s progressive vision. The Supreme Court judgment in
Avni Prakash v. National Testing Agency(2021) is emblematic of this gap. As the appellant’s
answer book during an exam was snatched away, due to the testing authority’s confusion and
the centre’s callousness, she did not get an hour of extra time to which she was legally entitled.
The Court had to remind the competent authorities about their duty to provide her reasonable
accommodation and inclusive education. Against this backdrop, the draft accessibility guidelines
and standards for Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) and Universities released by the
University Grants Commission (UGC) are a welcome intervention.
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The way in which the guidelines were released, however, left much to be desired. The public
notice preceding the guidelines was inaccessible to persons with visual disabilities. This was
because the notice appears to have been printed and poorly scanned. If the document had been
a digital document, authenticated by the digital signature of the competent authority, it would
have been fully accessible. Worse still, the same problem was seen late last year in the public
notice released by the Union Home Ministry with respect to its guidelines on creating disabledfriendly infrastructure and the guidelines released by the Civil Aviation Ministry on making air
travel more disabled-friendly.
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The suggestions in the guidelines are capacious in scope and breathtaking in ambition. What
the guidelines ignore, however, is that disabled students are neglected and sidelined at worst or
grudgingly accepted at best in universities. The guidelines have to be realistic. Crucially, each
chapter of the guidelines should be followed by a checklist that distils the key action items
contained in that chapter. Further, the checklist should divide these action items into those that
must be immediately implemented (for example, accessibility to Information and Communication
Technologies and making learning materials available in accessible formats) and those that
must be implemented progressively (for example, accessibility to extracurricular activities).
Further, the compliance of HEIs with this checklist must be monitored by the UGC, by requiring
HEIs to submit a compliance report on an annual basis (instead of a self-certification
mechanism). The UGC should also be empowered to take disciplinary action against HEIs not
complying with the guidelines.
An assessment of the needs of persons with diverse disabilities should be conducted on an
annual or biannual basis by the Equal Opportunity Cell/Enabling Unit to devise and thereafter
revise the institutional plan for inclusion of students with disabilities. Such an assessment will
equip the administration to undertake specific need-based interventions. The assessment must
be in the form of hearings in which the plan’s content or implementation can be discussed.
Further, when a student with a disability joins an HEI, the HEI should conduct an assessment of
their disability-based needs. On this basis, a plan should be drawn up to fulfil those needs. Each
HEI must maintain data on students with disabilities, on the basis of parameters such as
applications, enrolment, retention and participation of students in academic and non-academic
activities.
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Finally, the guidelines should provide for a redress mechanism along the lines of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Rules, 2017. The mechanism may be resorted to by aggrieved persons
with disabilities in case the concerned HIE does not implement or violates the UGC guidelines.
The District Education Officer referred to in Rule 7 of the Rules can be empowered to deal with
any such infractions. Likewise, the UGC can consider instituting a mechanism for affected
persons with disabilities to file complaints about the violation of these guidelines. Such
complaints must be dealt with within a time-bound fashion. A separate chapter should be added
to the guidelines which comprehensively outlines the modalities of the grievance redress
mechanism.
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In sum, for the disabled, high-quality education represents a unique pathway for empowerment
and meaningful participation in society. If modified suitably, these guidelines can serve as a
catalyst to unlock this transformative potential for every student with disability pursuing higher
education.
Rahul Bajaj is Senior Resident Fellow at the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy and Husain Aanis
Khan is a lawyer and Research Fellow at the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, New Delhi
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“NATIONAL EVIDHAN APPLICATION (NEVA)”
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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“National eVidhan Application (NeVA)”, a Mission Mode Project for Digital Legislatures to
make the functioning of all Legislative Houses in the country paperless has been developed
on the theme of ‘One Nation – One Application’. NeVA is transforming all State Legislatures
into ‘DIGITAL HOUSES’ so as to enable them to transact entire Government Business on
digital platform including information exchange with the State Government Departments in
digital mode. It stands for bringing far reaching transformation in the governance across the
country by making the people well informed & enlighten citizens and thereby strengthening
the roots of the democracy in the country. NeVA is not only bringing greater synergy,
coordination, transparency and accountability between the Legislature and the executive in
a State, but also across the States. Keeping in view the latest technological development in
the field of ICT, maximum use of AI& IOT has been made to make NeVA a robust IT
product.
Since, the process involving the functioning of all Legislatures are similar except some minor
variations, enabling provisions have been incorporated in NeVA for onboarding it by the two
Houses of Parliament also.
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To adopt National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA), Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
have been signed with 18 States viz(1) Punjab (2)Odisha, (3) Bihar {both Houses}, (4)
Meghalaya, (5) Mizoram, (6)Manipur, (7) Gujarat, (8) Arunachal Pradesh, (9) Nagaland, (10)
Puducherry, (11) Tripura, (12)Himachal Pradesh, (13) Chhattisgarh, (14)Tamil Nadu,
(15)Sikkim, (16)Haryana, (17) Uttar Pradesh{both Houses} (18) Jharkhand.
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Out of these 18, Detailed Project Reports have been submitted by13 States viz.(1) Punjab
(2) Odisha, (3) Bihar {both Houses}, (4) Nagaland, (5) Manipur, (6) Sikkim, (7) Tamil Nadu,
(8) Meghalaya, (9)Haryana,(10)Tripura (11) Uttar Pradesh (both Houses)(12) Mizoram, (13)
Arunachal Pradesh for sanction of funds. All but last one (Arunachal Pradesh) have been
sanctioned necessary funds as per the requirement of respective Legislature for
implementation of the Project. All these Legislatures have also begun the procurement of
various devices as per their requirement following the respective procurement procedure &
General Financial Rules/ Regulations/ guidelines without any interference by the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs.
As a special achievement, Bihar Legislative Council became the first House in the country to
transit to NeVA platform completely on 25th Nov, 2021 and conducted Winter Session,
2021on the NeVA platform in paperless mode. They will also be conducting the ensuing
Budget Session, 2022 on the NeVAplatform. Odisha Assembly also presented their budget
2021 in paperless mode using NeVA. Other Houses are also adopting the same path and
during next few months with the completion of procurement of IT devices and installation of
necessary infrastructure in and around the Houses, noticeable changes would be visible in
the functioning of all State Legislatures.
Keeping in view the federal structure and autonomy of the State/UT Legislatures, all are
being encouraged to adopt NeVA.
NeVA is a Unicode compliant software having provision for easy access to various
documents like List of Questions, List of Business, Reports etc. bilingually viz. English and
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any regional language. This application is spearheading the principle of ‘One Nation- One
Application’ with the objective of Cloud First and Mobile First to serve Members’ FIRST.
Technical & financial provisions have been made under NeVA for creating digital archives of
entire legacy data and making it available to users including Members and citizens in easy
to search mode through mobile App and website as well.

*****
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This information was given by the Minister Of State For Parliamentary Affairs And Culture Shri
Arjun Ram Meghwal in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

IA

“National eVidhan Application (NeVA)”, a Mission Mode Project for Digital Legislatures to
make the functioning of all Legislative Houses in the country paperless has been developed
on the theme of ‘One Nation – One Application’. NeVA is transforming all State Legislatures
into ‘DIGITAL HOUSES’ so as to enable them to transact entire Government Business on
digital platform including information exchange with the State Government Departments in
digital mode. It stands for bringing far reaching transformation in the governance across the
country by making the people well informed & enlighten citizens and thereby strengthening
the roots of the democracy in the country. NeVA is not only bringing greater synergy,
coordination, transparency and accountability between the Legislature and the executive in
a State, but also across the States. Keeping in view the latest technological development in
the field of ICT, maximum use of AI& IOT has been made to make NeVA a robust IT
product.
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Since, the process involving the functioning of all Legislatures are similar except some minor
variations, enabling provisions have been incorporated in NeVA for onboarding it by the two
Houses of Parliament also.
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To adopt National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA), Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
have been signed with 18 States viz(1) Punjab (2)Odisha, (3) Bihar {both Houses}, (4)
Meghalaya, (5) Mizoram, (6)Manipur, (7) Gujarat, (8) Arunachal Pradesh, (9) Nagaland, (10)
Puducherry, (11) Tripura, (12)Himachal Pradesh, (13) Chhattisgarh, (14)Tamil Nadu,
(15)Sikkim, (16)Haryana, (17) Uttar Pradesh{both Houses} (18) Jharkhand.
Out of these 18, Detailed Project Reports have been submitted by13 States viz.(1) Punjab
(2) Odisha, (3) Bihar {both Houses}, (4) Nagaland, (5) Manipur, (6) Sikkim, (7) Tamil Nadu,
(8) Meghalaya, (9)Haryana,(10)Tripura (11) Uttar Pradesh (both Houses)(12) Mizoram, (13)
Arunachal Pradesh for sanction of funds. All but last one (Arunachal Pradesh) have been
sanctioned necessary funds as per the requirement of respective Legislature for
implementation of the Project. All these Legislatures have also begun the procurement of
various devices as per their requirement following the respective procurement procedure &
General Financial Rules/ Regulations/ guidelines without any interference by the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs.
As a special achievement, Bihar Legislative Council became the first House in the country to
transit to NeVA platform completely on 25th Nov, 2021 and conducted Winter Session,
2021on the NeVA platform in paperless mode. They will also be conducting the ensuing
Budget Session, 2022 on the NeVAplatform. Odisha Assembly also presented their budget
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2021 in paperless mode using NeVA. Other Houses are also adopting the same path and
during next few months with the completion of procurement of IT devices and installation of
necessary infrastructure in and around the Houses, noticeable changes would be visible in
the functioning of all State Legislatures.
Keeping in view the federal structure and autonomy of the State/UT Legislatures, all are
being encouraged to adopt NeVA.

m

NeVA is a Unicode compliant software having provision for easy access to various
documents like List of Questions, List of Business, Reports etc. bilingually viz. English and
any regional language. This application is spearheading the principle of ‘One Nation- One
Application’ with the objective of Cloud First and Mobile First to serve Members’ FIRST.
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Technical & financial provisions have been made under NeVA for creating digital archives of
entire legacy data and making it available to users including Members and citizens in easy
to search mode through mobile App and website as well.
This information was given by the Minister Of State For Parliamentary Affairs And Culture Shri
Arjun Ram Meghwal in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.
*****
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‘DEFENCE PERSONNEL CAN MOVE HCS AGAINST
TRIBUNAL ORDERS’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

m

Members of the armed forces, including the Air Force, the Navy and the Army, can approach the
High Courts to challenge the final decisions of the Armed Forces Tribunals (AFT) involving
issues of pay, pension, promotion and discipline, the Delhi High Court has held.
The Delhi HC’s ruling is likely to provide reprieve to a large section appellants whose only
remedy until now was to petition the Supreme Court against the final order passed by an AFT.
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It said,, “The remedy of appeal to apex court in a large number of cases may also prove to be
ineffective for the members of the armed forces posted all over India as they may find it
expensive and difficult to approach the apex court.”
The Centre argued that members of the armed forces need not approach the High Courts
against decisions of the AFTs as they have an alternative effective remedy of filing an appeal
before the Supreme Court under Armed Forces Tribunal Act.
High pendency

IA

It further argued that the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Armed Forces Tribunal Act,
2007 clearly stipulates that the reason for the establishment of the tribunal was the large number
of cases pending before the High Courts. It said if members of the armed forces are allowed to
approach the HCs, “it would lead to the same situation [high pendency] once again”.
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Advocate Ankur Chhibber, who represented some of the armed forces personnel, argued that an
appeal to the Supreme Court lies only in such cases where the question of general public
importance is involved.
He contended that matters concerning pay, pension, promotion and discipline are matters
personal to the litigants and do not involve any substantial question of law of general public
importance.
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The High Court’s decision came on a batch of petitions by various members of the armed forces
challenging the orders of AFTs.
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CONSENT IS ALWAYS ESSENTIAL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The recent interviews of actor Bhavana on her ordeal during her kidnap and sexual assault and
life post that are an indication of this maturity.
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Strangely, the world has taken forever to understand one word: consent. And if the media is the
legendary microcosm that it is, then it took as long to imbibe the entirety of that word. ‘No’
actually means no, for a sexual act, or an interview. While transgressions still occur with
stunning regularity, it is safe to say that the bulk of the media — mainstream and digital —
handles rape in a much more mature manner than it used to.
The recent interviews of actor Bhavana on her ordeal during her kidnap and sexual assault and
life post that are an indication of this maturity. Having remained officially anonymous through the
encounter, she decided to speak out to the media, partly as an offer of thanks to the community
that stood by her, but also because she thought it was time to tell her side of the story. If a
woman with the profile of Bhavana was forced to live in the shadows as a result of what had
happened to her, then imagine the lives of ordinary people jolted out of their humdrum existence
by something as violent as sexual assault and then, thanks to the media, being subjected to
excruciating re-runs of the very incident they would like to forget.
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The media learns, over time, and follows the laws of the land (it is illegal to name the survivor of
a rape unless she or he consents to be identified, in writing). But it would be fair to say that it
arrives through gross violations. It also took a long while to shift the narrative from victim mode
to survivor.
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The Nirbhaya story probed the conscience of the nation, and galvanised the state to at least
immediate action, but extreme acts of violence against women, which are unmindful of her
station in life, qualifications, or independence, continue because of the patriarchal constructs we
live in. But if the woman is poor and/or uneducated, the trials and tribulations are harsher and
she finds it extremely difficult to navigate the system.
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Unlike now, there were often no consequences earlier for violations by the media, no rap on the
knuckles, no outrage on social media. Not in one case though, many years ago, in a small
village in Thiruvallur district of Tamil Nadu. The story was one that media organisations fought to
scoop: young girls of the village, it was said, were pledged to the local goddess Mathamma
whenever the family or village, beset by a crisis(mostly health-related or death), prayed for her
benevolence. These girl children would then grow up, deified, but also become, in every sense
of the term, the ‘property’ of the village.
The times had changed and the villagers claimed that while children were still beknighted
Mathammas, they were not subject to any kind of sexual abuse. They still lived in the temple.
They were denied the chance to get an education. Besides, the villages still lacked even basic
healthcare facilities. There was a certain case to be made for deprivation-induced subjugation of
girl children, but one had to coax the villagers closer to the truth.
But as bridges were being built slowly, there came the unmistakable sound of a camera clicking,
and the whirring that follows. A photographer thought it was okay to shoot a picture without
asking if he could. Whatever strained bonhomie was established melted in a second. The
villagers were incensed by this one act, done without permission. What followed that evening,
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which stretched into a very long night, was a chase. We were forced to take shelter in a sturdy
ambassador car as it rained stones outside. We spent a few hours on a rickety bench in a
deserted police station, made calls to higher authorities, and finally, reached a compromise of
sorts, before release.
What an unasked question can do, to both sides of the story, can fill volumes. Consent is not
optional, it has always been essential.
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THIS STATE BECOMES FIRST PAPERLESS ASSEMBLY
BY IMPLEMENTING NATIONAL E-VIDHAN
APPLICATION PROGRAMME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

m

The north eastern state of Nagaland created history by becoming the first State Assembly in the
entire country to implement the National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA) programme to become
completely paperless.In the ongoing Budget session of the state the Nagaland Assembly
Secretariat has attached a tablet or e-book on each table in the 60 members' assembly.
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Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs Pralhad Joshi tweeted, "Nagaland becomes India's 1st
Legislative Assembly to successfully implement National e-Vidhan project. Now members can
use electronic devices to participate in House proceedings. This initiative encourages paperless
operations and reflects government's commitment towards Ashta Lakshmi."
Nagaland becomes India's 1st Legislative Assembly to successfully implement National eVidhan project.
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Now members can use electronic devices to participate in House proceedings. This initiative
encourages paperless operations & reflects Govt's commitment towards Ashta Lakshmi.
pic.twitter.com/bGdOALs2Ge
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NeVA is a Unicode compliant software having provision for easy access to various documents
like List of Questions, List of Business, Reports etc. bilingually viz. English and any regional
language. This application is spearheading the principle of ‘One Nation- One Application’ with
the objective of Cloud First and Mobile First to serve Members’ FIRST.
Technical & financial provisions have been made under NeVA for creating digital archives of
entire legacy data and making it available to users including Members and citizens in easy to
search mode through mobile App and website as well.
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“National eVidhan Application (NeVA)", a Mission Mode Project for Digital Legislatures to make
the functioning of all Legislative Houses in the country paperless has been developed on the
theme of ‘One Nation – One Application’. NeVA is transforming all State Legislatures into
‘DIGITAL HOUSES’ so as to enable them to transact entire Government Business on digital
platform including information exchange with the State Government Departments in digital
mode. It stands for bringing far reaching transformation in the governance across the country by
making the people well informed & enlighten citizens and thereby strengthening the roots of the
democracy in the country. NeVA is not only bringing greater synergy, coordination, transparency
and accountability between the Legislature and the executive in a State, but also across the
States. Keeping in view the latest technological development in the field of ICT, maximum use of
AI& IOT has been made to make NeVA a robust IT product.
Since, the process involving the functioning of all Legislatures are similar except some minor
variations, enabling provisions have been incorporated in NeVA for onboarding it by the two
Houses of Parliament also.
To adopt National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA), Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) have
been signed with 18 States viz(1) Punjab (2)Odisha, (3) Bihar {both Houses}, (4) Meghalaya, (5)
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Mizoram, (6)Manipur, (7) Gujarat, (8) Arunachal Pradesh, (9) Nagaland, (10) Puducherry, (11)
Tripura, (12)Himachal Pradesh, (13) Chhattisgarh, (14)Tamil Nadu, (15)Sikkim, (16)Haryana,
(17) Uttar Pradesh{both Houses} (18) Jharkhand.
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Out of these 18, Detailed Project Reports have been submitted by13 States viz.(1) Punjab (2)
Odisha, (3) Bihar {both Houses}, (4) Nagaland, (5) Manipur, (6) Sikkim, (7) Tamil Nadu, (8)
Meghalaya, (9)Haryana,(10)Tripura (11) Uttar Pradesh (both Houses)(12) Mizoram, (13)
Arunachal Pradesh for sanction of funds. All but last one (Arunachal Pradesh) have been
sanctioned necessary funds as per the requirement of respective Legislature for implementation
of the Project. All these Legislatures have also begun the procurement of various devices as per
their requirement following the respective procurement procedure & General Financial Rules/
Regulations/ guidelines without any interference by the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs.
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As a special achievement, Bihar Legislative Council became the first House in the country to
transit to NeVA platform completely on 25th Nov, 2021 and conducted Winter Session, 2021on
the NeVA platform in paperless mode. They will also be conducting the ensuing Budget Session,
2022 on the NeVAplatform. Odisha Assembly also presented their budget 2021 in paperless
mode using NeVA. Other Houses are also adopting the same path and during next few months
with the completion of procurement of IT devices and installation of necessary infrastructure in
and around the Houses, noticeable changes would be visible in the functioning of all State
Legislatures.
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Keeping in view the federal structure and autonomy of the State/UT Legislatures, all are being
encouraged to adopt NeVA.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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‘ENSURE CHILD VICTIM’S PRIVACY’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A child victim of a sexual offence, whose identity is disclosed in the media, may “very well be in
need of care and protection”, Supreme Court judge, Justice Indira Banerjee, said in a judgment
on Monday.
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“Disclosure of the identity of the child in the media may also expose the child victim to vindictive
retaliation by the perpetrators of the crime or their accomplices,” Justice Banerjee said in her
opinion.
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The Bench, which included Justice J.K. Maheshwari, was split in their opinion in a case under
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
“Every child has the inalienable human right to live with dignity, grow up and develop in an
atmosphere conducive to mental and physical health, be treated with equality and not be
discriminated against,” Justice Banerjee wrote.
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The Constitution guarantees to every child the right to live with dignity, the right to personal
liberty, the right to privacy, the right to equality and/or the right against discrimination, the right
against exploitation. ...The Directive Principles of State Policy, and in particular Article 39(f), cast
an obligation on the State to ensure that children are given opportunities and facilities to develop
in a healthy manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity, Justice Banerjee observed.
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The judge, in her opinion, reiterated Section 23 of the POCSO Act which mandates that “no
reports in any media shall disclose the identity of a child including his name, address,
photograph, family details, school, neighbourhood or any other particulars which may lead to
disclosure of identity of the child”.
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ARSENIC CONTAMINATION IN DRINKING WATER
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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To make provision of potable tap water supply in adequate quantity, of prescribed quality and on
regular & long-term basis to every rural household in the country by 2024, since August, 2019,
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) is being implemented in partnership with States. Under JJM, while
allocating the funds to States/ UTs, 10% weightage is given to the population residing in
habitations affected by chemical contaminants including Arsenic.
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Since, planning, implementation and commissioning of piped water supply scheme based on
safe water source may take time, purely as an interim measure, States/ UTs have been advised
to install community water purification plants (CWPPs) especially in Arsenic and Fluoride
affected habitations to provide potable water to every household at the rate of 8 – 10 litres per
capita per day (lpcd) to meet their drinking and cooking requirements.
Under JJM, upto 2% of the annual allocation to States/ UTs can be utilized for Water Quality
Monitoring & Surveillance activities (WQM&S) i.e. for setting up and strengthening of water
quality testing laboratories, surveillance by community using field test kits (FTKs), awareness
generation and educational programmes on water quality, etc.
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To enable States/ UTs to test water samples for water quality in drinking water quality testing
laboratories and using Field Test Kits (FTKs), and for sample collection, reporting, monitoring
and surveillance of drinking water sources, an online JJM – Water Quality Management
Information System (WQMIS) portal has been developed, which is available in public domain on
JJM Dashboard and can also be accessed at:
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https://neer.icmr.org.in/website/main.php
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This portal also provides automated alerts to concerned authorities in States/ UTs, if the water
sample tested is contaminated, to initiate remedial actions. On this portal an individual can also
register his sample and choose nearby water quality testing laboratory to get the water sample
tested. Thus, testing of water samples and reporting in rural areas, has been made accessible
and easy, which will help consumers to become aware of the quality of drinking water being
supplied in their homes.

Under Jal Jeevan Mission, States/ UTs have been advised to plan schemes of bulk water
transfer from long distance in villages with water quality issues and non-availability of suitable
surface water source in nearby areas.
(c) & (d) Contamination in drinking water sources in rural areas is monitored on habitation wise.
As reported by States, as on date, State–wise number of districts and habitations reported to
have Arsenic contamination in drinking water sources, is annexed.
Annex
State-wise number of Arsenic -affected districts and habitations
(As on 15.03.2022)
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S. No.
State/ UT
No. of districts
Number of Arsenic-affected habitations

1.
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Assam
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No. of Arsenic-affected habitations wherein CWPP* installed

3
32
32

2.
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Bihar

3
11
2

3.
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Jharkhand

1
1
1
4.

Punjab

13
560
94
5.
Uttar Pradesh
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10
107
107
6.
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West Bengal
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* Community Water Purification Plant (CWPP)

7
946
253
Total
37
1,657
489

Source: JJM-IMIS
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This Information was given by the Minister of State for Jal Shakti, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel in a
written reply in Rajya Sabha today.
****
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To make provision of potable tap water supply in adequate quantity, of prescribed quality and on
regular & long-term basis to every rural household in the country by 2024, since August, 2019,
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) is being implemented in partnership with States. Under JJM, while
allocating the funds to States/ UTs, 10% weightage is given to the population residing in
habitations affected by chemical contaminants including Arsenic.
Since, planning, implementation and commissioning of piped water supply scheme based on
safe water source may take time, purely as an interim measure, States/ UTs have been advised
to install community water purification plants (CWPPs) especially in Arsenic and Fluoride
affected habitations to provide potable water to every household at the rate of 8 – 10 litres per
capita per day (lpcd) to meet their drinking and cooking requirements.
Under JJM, upto 2% of the annual allocation to States/ UTs can be utilized for Water Quality
Monitoring & Surveillance activities (WQM&S) i.e. for setting up and strengthening of water
quality testing laboratories, surveillance by community using field test kits (FTKs), awareness
generation and educational programmes on water quality, etc.
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To enable States/ UTs to test water samples for water quality in drinking water quality testing
laboratories and using Field Test Kits (FTKs), and for sample collection, reporting, monitoring
and surveillance of drinking water sources, an online JJM – Water Quality Management
Information System (WQMIS) portal has been developed, which is available in public domain on
JJM Dashboard and can also be accessed at:
https://neer.icmr.org.in/website/main.php
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This portal also provides automated alerts to concerned authorities in States/ UTs, if the water
sample tested is contaminated, to initiate remedial actions. On this portal an individual can also
register his sample and choose nearby water quality testing laboratory to get the water sample
tested. Thus, testing of water samples and reporting in rural areas, has been made accessible
and easy, which will help consumers to become aware of the quality of drinking water being
supplied in their homes.

Under Jal Jeevan Mission, States/ UTs have been advised to plan schemes of bulk water
transfer from long distance in villages with water quality issues and non-availability of suitable
surface water source in nearby areas.

IA

(c) & (d) Contamination in drinking water sources in rural areas is monitored on habitation wise.
As reported by States, as on date, State–wise number of districts and habitations reported to
have Arsenic contamination in drinking water sources, is annexed.
Annex
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State-wise number of Arsenic -affected districts and habitations
(As on 15.03.2022)
S. No.
State/ UT
No. of districts

cr

Number of Arsenic-affected habitations

No. of Arsenic-affected habitations wherein CWPP* installed
1.

Assam
3
32
32
2.
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Jharkhand

1
1
1

4.
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Punjab

13
560
94
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Uttar Pradesh

10
107
107
6.

West Bengal

7
946
253
Total
37
1,657
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* Community Water Purification Plant (CWPP)

Source: JJM-IMIS

This Information was given by the Minister of State for Jal Shakti, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel in a
written reply in Rajya Sabha today.
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INDIA’S SUPER RICH GIVE LESS WHILE CSR
CONTRIBUTIONS GROW, SAYS NEW REPORT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process
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CSR contributions have grown to 23% in FY21 from 12% in FY15, in terms of total philanthropic
contribution as well as the amount
India’s uber rich have sharply reduced their philantrophic contributions despite a surge in net
worth in the past six years, according to a report.
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The tally of retail contributors, or individuals who give less than 1.5 lakh annually, has however,
swelled both in terms of their count as well as the size of contributions.
Ultra-high net worth individuals (UHNIs) or people with a net worth of more than 1,000 crore
have scaled down their philanthropic contributions by about 40% to 12,000 crore in the six years
through March 2021, according to the India Philanthropy Report 2022 released on Tuesday.
Total contributions by individuals climbed 33% from 21,000 crore in the fiscal ended March 2015
to 28,000 crore in FY21.

IA

The report said the number of individuals with wealth exceeding 1,000 crore has increased by
about 20% from FY20 to FY21, while their cumulative net worth expanded by about 50%, from
about 6 trillion to about 9 trillion in the same period. Also, the cumulative wealth of UHNIs in the
more than 5,000 crore bracket soared about 80%.
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Contributions by India Inc. under corporate social responsibility (CSR) mandates has
meanwhile, risen during the period, helping sustain the pace of increase in private domestic
philanthropy.
The report forecast total private philanthropic funding in India to grow at 12% every year over the
next five years to touch 1.8 trillion by FY26, up from the flat growth of 8-10% seen in the last few
years.
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The report was prepared jointly by consulting firm Bain and Company and Dasra, a non-profit
venture philanthropy fund, to give an overview of social sector funding and the contribution of
various stakeholders.
Although absolute UHNI spends on philanthropy have grown in the past two years, the allocation
in comparison to their rise in net wealth has fallen, the report said. Former Wipro chairman Azim
Premji is the only exception to this. Family philanthropy, or giving through family foundations set
up by UHNIs and HNIs, has also fallen to a third of total private contributions, from 37% in FY15
to 11% in FY21.
“In the last two years, during the pandemic, there was a feeling or a subjective sense that a lot of
giving was happening. Everyone has been trying to help either at the community or the
individual level. So, I would have expected a far more significant increase (in numbers)," said
Neera Nundy, co-founder, Dasra.
Radhika Sridharan, partner at Bain, said contribution from UHNIs has been fluctuating every
year, showing a lack of consistency. “We have seen a lot of fluctuation in giving year-on-year in

Page 77
this space. The funding allocation goes from close to 2,000 crore a year to 20,000 crore; that’s
the kind of deviation the category has seen from individuals over the last six years. The category
comprises about 100 UHNIs," said Sridharan.
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The reason for this, she explained, is individuals’ tendency to donate a large chunk of money at
one go, and not follow up subsequently. Since UHNIs tend to donate in large amounts, an
average of 5 crore a year, they may give a particular year and not return for a year or two.
“There is no consistency in who is giving and the number of givers. The amount they donate can
vary quite substantially every year," Sridharan said. About half of UHNIs have been consistent in
their giving, while others “go in and out", she added.
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There is also a gap between giving as a percentage of net worth, and this is especially stark as
the net worth of most UHNIs has increased substantially over the last six years. “We haven’t
seen giving numbers substantially go up in line with the increase in net worth," Sridharan said.
Each of the 10 UHNIs donate between 50-100 crore a year, while the rest, on average, donate
15 crore each per year.
UHNIs from the tech sector were more generous in giving than other sectors. Although they
comprise only 8% of the total UHNI wealth in FY21, their donation was about 35% of total
donation.
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On a global scale, the relative contributions of Indian UHNIs or giving as a percentage of net
wealth ranged between 0.1% and 0.15%. This is far lower than the contributions of UHNIs in
other countries such as China, where it has ranged between 0.5% and 1.4%. The figure ranged
between 0.2% and 2.5% in the US and 0.5%-1.8% in the UK.
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Though individuals may not be donating as much as expected, the report is optimistic about
performance of family philanthropy, and predicts a 13% annualized growth till 2026. This is likely
to be led by tech entrepreneurs and NowGen philanthropists or those from multigenerational
philanthropic families.
CSR contributions have grown to 23% in FY21 from 12% in FY15, in terms of total philanthropic
contribution as well as the amount. The 2% legal mandate introduced by the government in
2014 has had a huge role in this with all companies now legally bound to allocate 2% of average
net profit earned over the last three years to CSR.
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Over 70% of firms gave less than 50 lakh each, though there has been a 15% increase in the
number of companies in this bracket. A minuscule 3% contributed above 10 crore each in FY20.
“In 2015, the contribution of BSE 200 companies was more than 50%. It’s reduced now as we
are seeing a greater number of smaller companies contributing to the CSR pie," said Sridharan.
According to the report, the contribution from CSR is expected to touch 19% and form 32% of
total private giving by FY26.
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INITIATIVES TAKEN BY GOVERNMENT TO TACKLE
MENTAL HEALTH RELATED ISSUES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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As per the National Mental Health Survey conducted by the National Institute of Mental
Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore in 12 States of the country, the
prevalence of mental disorders including common mental disorders, severe mental
disorders, and alcohol and substance use disorders (excluding tobacco use disorder) in
adults over the age of 18 years is about 10.6%. The major findings of the survey are as
under:

Realizing the impact that COVID-19 may have on the mental health of the people, the
Government has taken a number of initiatives, including -
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Further, with a view to provide affordable and accessible mental healthcare facilities, the
Government is implementing the National Mental Health Programme (NMHP) in the country.
The District Mental Health Programme (DMHP) component of the NMHP has been sanctioned
for implementation in 704 districts for which support is provided to States/UTs through the
National Health Mission. Facilities made available under DMHP at the Community Health
Centre (CHC) and Primary Health Centre (PHC) levels, include outpatient services, assessment,
counselling/ psycho-social interventions, continuing care and support to persons with severe
mental disorders, drugs, outreach services, ambulance services etc. In addition to above
services there is a provision of 10 bedded in-patient facility at the District level.
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Besides the above, the Government has announced a “National Tele Mental Health Programme”
in the Budget of 2022-23, to further improve access to quality mental health counselling and
care services in the country.

To generate awareness among masses about mental illnesses Information, Education and
Communication (IEC) activities are an integral part of the NMHP. At the District level, sufficient
funds are provided to each District under the DMHP under the Non-communicable Diseases
flexi-pool of National Health Mission for IEC and awareness generation activities in the
community, schools, workplaces, with community involvement. Under the DMHP various IEC
activities such as awareness messages in local newspapers and radio, street plays, wall
paintings etc. are undertaken by the States/UTs.

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar stated this in
a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.
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As per the National Mental Health Survey conducted by the National Institute of Mental
Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore in 12 States of the country, the
prevalence of mental disorders including common mental disorders, severe mental
disorders, and alcohol and substance use disorders (excluding tobacco use disorder) in
adults over the age of 18 years is about 10.6%. The major findings of the survey are as
under:

Realizing the impact that COVID-19 may have on the mental health of the people, the
Government has taken a number of initiatives, including -
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Further, with a view to provide affordable and accessible mental healthcare facilities, the
Government is implementing the National Mental Health Programme (NMHP) in the country.
The District Mental Health Programme (DMHP) component of the NMHP has been sanctioned
for implementation in 704 districts for which support is provided to States/UTs through the
National Health Mission. Facilities made available under DMHP at the Community Health
Centre (CHC) and Primary Health Centre (PHC) levels, include outpatient services, assessment,
counselling/ psycho-social interventions, continuing care and support to persons with severe
mental disorders, drugs, outreach services, ambulance services etc. In addition to above
services there is a provision of 10 bedded in-patient facility at the District level.
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Besides the above, the Government has announced a “National Tele Mental Health Programme”
in the Budget of 2022-23, to further improve access to quality mental health counselling and
care services in the country.

To generate awareness among masses about mental illnesses Information, Education and
Communication (IEC) activities are an integral part of the NMHP. At the District level, sufficient
funds are provided to each District under the DMHP under the Non-communicable Diseases
flexi-pool of National Health Mission for IEC and awareness generation activities in the
community, schools, workplaces, with community involvement. Under the DMHP various IEC
activities such as awareness messages in local newspapers and radio, street plays, wall
paintings etc. are undertaken by the States/UTs.

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar stated this in
a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.
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FEW VILLAGES RECEIVED WASTE DISPOSAL
INFRASTRUCTURE: PANEL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Only 12% of the villages that were supposed to get infrastructure for liquid waste management
this year have achieved their goal under the second phase of the Swacch Bharat Mission,
according to the parliamentary standing committee report on water resources presented in the
Lok Sabha on Wednesday. The implementation of solid waste management infrastructure also
lagged behind, with only 22% of target villages covered during 2021-22 until February 7.
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In its first phase, the Swacch Bharat Mission aimed to provide a toilet in every rural household
and claimed to have achieved its goal in 2019. However, the second phase, which involves
more complex community-level infrastructure — including facilities for collection and segregation
of solid waste, compost pits and biogas plants for biodegradable waste, greywater management,
soak pits, and treatment of faecal sludge — has not been able to meet targets, with the
pandemic also slowing down progress.
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The panel sought answers from the Jal Shakti Ministry regarding what it described as a “dismal
performance” for one of the Centre’s flagship schemes, but the Ministry’s response put the onus
on the States instead, saying they had projected their own targets. “However, as revealed by the
States in various review meetings that due to complexity involved in taking up SLWM activities
and also due to recurrence of COVID-19 pandemic, implementation of the programme
hampered at ground level and progress has been low,” it said.
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The panel, headed by BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal, asked to be kept informed about such
“complexities” and also about “remedial measures” taken to remove bottlenecks. It urged the
Ministry to launch awareness campaigns to motivate people to demand solid and liquid waste
management facilities in their villages.
Low fund utilisation

cr

With regard to the Ministry’s other flagship scheme, the Jal Jeevan Mission, which aims to bring
potable tap water to all rural homes by 2024, the committee slammed the government for low
fund utilisation. While Rs. 50,011 crore was allocated in the Budget, the revised estimates for
the scheme was reduced to Rs. 45,011 and the actual expenditure incurred so far is only Rs.
28,238 crore. In fact, only three States — Himachal Pradesh, Manipur and Meghalaya — have
fully used their allocation from the Centre. Some of the largest States have the poorest
performances, with Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu all using less than 25% of their funds
from the Centre, the panel noted.
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‘ACT AGAINST ATTACKS ON RELIGIOUS MINORITIES’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

A group of senior journalists from all over India issued a collective appeal to constitutional
institutions on Wednesday to step in and discharge their mandate in the wake of “attacks” on
India’s religious minorities, especially Muslims.
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In the appeal, 28 senior journalists and presspersons expressed concern over “hysteria” being
built up nationwide that “Hinduism is in danger” and portrayal of Muslims as a “threat”.
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The appeal referred to the recent attempts to incite anti-Muslim sentiment at the screening of the
film The Kashmir Files ; the controversy over the hijab in Karnataka, targeting of Muslim women
on social media platforms including the Bulli Bai app and other incidents and called for
intervention of the President, judges of the Supreme Court and various High Courts, the Election
Commission of India and other constitutionally provisioned and statutory bodies. “Only prompt
and effective action by our constitutional, statutory, and democratic institutions can challenge,
contain, and stop this disturbing trend,” it said.

Amplification of hatred

IA

Signatories of the appeal include former Editor-in-Chief of The Hindu and Director of The Hindu
Publishing Group N. Ram; Mrinal Pande; editor of The Telegraph R Rajagopal; founder editor of
The Wire Siddharth Varadarajan; and executive editor of Caravan Vinod Jose.
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It asserted that the concerted amplification of hatred has been growing over the past years and
months, as has the attendant advocacy of violence. They also called for an urgent response of
the Press Council of India, the News Broadcasters and Digital Association, unions and
associations of working journalists, and all media-related bodies, alleging that some sections of
the media have allowed themselves to become “conduits for hate speech”.
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WHY DOES THE ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY WANT TO
REGULATE RO-BASED WATER FILTRATION
SYSTEMS?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The story so far: The Union Environment Ministry has issued a draft notification that seeks to
regulate membrane-based water filtration systems in areas where the source of water meets
drinking water norms of the Bureau of Indian Standards. This primarily affects reverse osmosis
(RO)-based water filtration systems and the rules, at least in letter, effectively prohibit homes
from installing domestic RO systems.
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RO was originally a technology devised to desalinate sea water. The idea exploits the principle
of osmosis. Take a tube, twist it into a ‘U’-shape and insert a semi-permeable membrane (a
material with very small holes that will allow only certain molecules to filter through) at the point
where the tube curves. Fill half the tube with salt water and the other with freshwater. Over time,
fresh water will cross over into the salty arm until the proportion of salt and water in both arms is
the same. This is due to osmotic pressure which dilutes a region with a higher concentration of
solute (in this case, the salt).
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Say you wanted to readjust this tube and have all the salt in one arm and pure water in the
other. You would need to create some external pressure that will counter the osmotic pressure
and suck all the water from the salty arm into the freshwater arm while leaving the salt behind.
This is the essential principle of an RO system.
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RO desalination came about in the late 1950s and primarily in large industrial settings to convert
brackish sea water into potable drinking water.
However, it is possible to deploy a wide array of membranes and multiple stages of filters to filter
a wide variety of solutes — arsenic, fluoride, hexavalent chromium, nitrates, bacteria — that
come mixed in water. This has led to an industry of home-RO systems that are installed in a
multiplicity of ways to provide potable water.
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To create external pressure, RO relies on a pump and electric motors. It uses “activated carbon”
components, such as charcoal and carbon black that can filter out contaminants as well as
organic substances such as bacteria. It all depends on the filtering material and the number of
filters that incoming tap water must pass through.
In making tap water pass through multiple stages of cleaning, RO systems end up wasting a lot
of water. Anywhere between three-five times more water is wasted by them than they produce
and given the challenges that cities and government face in providing potable water,
environmentalist groups have convinced the National Green Tribunal to ban the use of RO
systems in Delhi. It is as part of this legal dispute, which began in March 2019 that led the
Environment Ministry to move to regulate RO systems.
Another concern with RO is that it filters out calcium, zinc, magnesium, which are essential salts
needed by the body; drinking such water over time could be harmful. However, many
manufacturers claim to overcome this challenge by “post-treatment”. The average RO system
only aims to reduce Total Dissolved Solids, ensure water is odourless and has a pH from 6.58.5. The National Institute of Virology (NIV) claimed that most filtration methods did not eliminate
Hepatitis E virus. A combination of filtration systems can eliminate most contaminants.
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But opponents of RO systems say this increases costs and reduces the incentive for publicfunded water distribution systems to supply clean water to the vast majority of the country who
can ill-afford such systems.
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Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, the Prime Minister has committed to provide tap water to the
entire country by 2024. However, studies show that the existing quality of piped water is
deficient in much of India. Last year, the Department of Consumer Affairs undertook a study
through the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) on the quality of piped drinking water being
supplied in the country. In Delhi, all samples drawn from various places did not comply with the
BIS’s requirements. Most from Mumbai were found to comply, the report claimed. In Hyderabad
(Telangana), Bhubaneswar (Odisha), Ranchi (Jharkhand), Raipur (Chhattisgarh), Amravati
(Maharashtra) and Shimla (Himachal Pradesh), one or more samples did not comply and none
of the samples drawn from 13 State or Union Territory capitals, Chandigarh,
Thiruvananthapuram, Patna, Bhopal, Guwahati, Bengaluru, Gandhinagar, Lucknow, Jammu,
Jaipur, Dehradun, Chennai, Kolkata, complied with the requirements.
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Countries with a high development index tend to have good quality tap water. Finland, Denmark,
Switzerland, Germany, United Kingdom have access to freshwater lakes or glacier melt —
extremely clean and mineral rich. This water is further filtered. Singapore and Israel rely on
extensive recycling and even making sewage water fit for drinking. The limited population
pressure, compared to India, as well as public resources allow these countries to ensure clean
drinking water. But for much of the world, access to clean piped water from the public supply
remains a challenge.
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INDIA TO BE TB-FREE BY 2025: MANSUKH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Sudarshan Pattanaik making a sand sculpture on the Puri beach.PTIPTI
A 19% increase was witnessed in 2021 from the previous year in TB patients’ notifications.
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The number of incident TB patients (new and relapse) notified during 2021 was 19,33,381
against the 16,28,161 in 2020, noted India TB Report 2022 released on Thursday.
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On World Tuberculosis Day on Thursday, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to making India tuberculosis–free by 2025 and said this will be
achieved by ensuring access to quality healthcare and advanced treatment.
“Tuberculosis is a preventable and treatable disease. On World TB Day, we reaffirm
commitment to make India TB–free by 2025 by ensuring access to quality healthcare and
advanced treatment. Together we can and we will eliminate TB,” he tweeted.
The report said despite the brief decline in TB notifications observed around the months
corresponding to the two major COVID–19 waves, the National Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme (NTEP) reclaimed these numbers.
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It said 18 States have committed to ending TB by 2025 by formally implementing State–specific
Strategic Plans and have gone a step ahead to devise a district–specific strategic plan, which
shall serve as a guiding tool for the programme managers and staff.
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“The fight against tuberculosis encountered setbacks in decades of gains. However, the
pandemic also forged pathways to ingenious solutions, health–system strengthening and the
ever–expanding reach of the public health programme delivery,” it said.
The government also released the National TB Prevalence Survey Report which was conducted
from 2019 to 2021 to know the actual disease burden of TB at the national level.
Rise in mortality rate
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The reports said there has been an increase in the mortality rate due to all forms of TB between
2019 and 2020 by 11%.
The survey report said prevalence of microbiologically confirmed pulmonary tuberculosis (PTB)
among 15 years and above in India was 316/lakh population with the highest PTB prevalence of
534/lakh in Delhi and the lowest PTB prevalence of 115/lakh in Kerala.
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MICROPLASTICS FOUND IN HUMAN BLOOD FOR THE
FIRST TIME. HOW IT CAN AFFECT YOU
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Tiny particles of plastics, called microplastics, were detected in human blood for the first time,
according to a study by a group of scientists in the Netherlands.
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Published in the journal Environment International, the study found that 17 out of the 22 healthy
people the researchers took samples from had quantifiable amounts of plastic particles in their
blood.
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The researchers adapted existing techniques to detect and analyze particles that were as small
as 700 nanometers in size.
They targeted five common plastics, including polyethylene terephthalate, also known as PET
and used in bottles, and polyethylene, which is used in food packaging. The team used steel
needles and glass tubes to avoid contamination.
The results support the hypothesis that human exposure to plastic particles results in the
absorption of particles into the bloodstream, but further study is needed to assess the impacts of
exposure and whether it is a public health risk, the study said.
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The World Health Organization (WHO) has also said that there’s insufficient information to draw
firm conclusions about how toxic they are for people and more research is needed.
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However, Prof Dick Vethaak, an ecotoxicologist at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam in the
Netherlands, and lead author of the study, was quoted as saying by The Guardian, that the
discovery is certainly reasonable to be concerned. “The particles are there and are transported
throughout the body."
The researcher also said that such particles can cause chronic inflammation.
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“Good ventilation of the house is important because microplastic concentrations appear to be
higher indoors than outdoors. I also cover my food and drinks to reduce the deposition of plastic
particles," he said.
Microplastics are ubiquitous in the environment and can be found in marine animals to drinking
water.
Over 300 million tons of plastic are produced every year and at least 14 million tons end up in
the ocean where they can be ingested by animals and risk entering the human food supply
chain, according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature.
Some materials can take centuries to break down, and growing concerns about their pollutive
impacts have spurred bans on single-use plastic bags.
But the pervasive presence of synthetic products in modern life – from water bottles to takeaway
containers and clothing – underscore the challenges of regulating and limiting their use.
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LOK SABHA NOD TO INCLUDE TWO TRIBES ON
TRIPURA ST LIST
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Lok Sabha on Monday passed a Bill to include the Darlong community as a sub-tribe of the
Kuki tribe on the list of Scheduled Tribes of Tripura even as Opposition members called for a
more comprehensive law on including communities on the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe lists rather than in a piecemeal allocation.
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Moving the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2022, in the Lok Sabha,
Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda said the Union government was working towards betterment
of living conditions of the tribal communities, and good results would be visible on the health,
education and employment fronts.
“The government is committed to the development of tribal areas and sufficient funds have been
allocated for the purpose,” he said.
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Responding to issues flagged by members during the course of the debate, he said the Union
Information and Technology Ministry had recently come up with a plan to develop broadband
and 4G connectivity in aspirational districts. Funds for it will be allocated under the Scheduled
Tribes component, Mr. Munda said.
On the issue of healthcare of tribal people, he said the issue assumed importance for the
government and recently, the ICMR was allocated funds for research into the field.
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Call for census

During the debate, Opposition members made a strong pitch for comprehensive legislation for
inclusion of various castes from the States into Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes
(STs) rather than doing it in a piecemeal manner.
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Speaking during the debate, A. Raja of the DMK said there had been little uplift of many SCs
and STs despite there being various mechanisms in place since Independence. This is a matter
of concern, Mr. Raja said.
Pradyut Bordoloi of the Congress said many other communities including from Assam had been
demanding inclusion in the SC and the ST categories.
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