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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said that Aadhaar had become the ‘bedrock’ for the
government's welfare initiatives.
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On June 1, NITI Aayog Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Amitabh Kant dubbed Aadhaar one of the
world's “most successful" biometric-based identity initiatives. The "bedrock" for the government's
welfare initiatives has saved the government over 2 lakh crore by "eliminating fake and duplicate
identities", he said. "Aadhaar has become the bedrock for government welfare schemes,
ensured faster benefit transfers without any intervention or intermediaries and saved a vast
amount of money.," Kant stated during a session on "Recent Initiatives for Simplifying Aadhaar
usage" in the national capital.
"It is commendable to know that 315 Central Schemes and 500 state schemes are leveraging
Aadhaar to ensure effective delivery of services...Aadhaar has now become the bedrock for
government welfare schemes, ensuring faster benefit transfers without any interruption or
intermediaries, saving 2.22 lakh crore rupees to the government by eliminating fake and
duplicate identities," the NITI Aayog CEO said.
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According to Amitabh Kant, Aadhaar has generated discussions and dialogues with worldwide
multilateral bodies like the World Bank and the United Nations to see how the Aadhaar
architecture could be adopted in other nations.
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The central government has previously withdrawn a UIDAI advisory warning people not to share
photocopies of their Aadhaar with any organisation. The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) announced that the press release would be withdrawn due to the risk of
misinterpretation.
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The press information bureau removed the warning two days after it was issued, claiming that
the release was issued in the context of an attempt to misappropriate a modified Aadhaar card
and that it was being withdrawn "in view of the possibility of the misinterpretation". According to
the revised statement, the Aadhaar ecosystem has appropriate measures to secure users'
identity and privacy, and users should just exercise "normal prudence."
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
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THE DARK SIDE TO MODERN DOMESTICITY IN TAMIL
NADU
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Data from the recent National Family Health Survey for 2019-2020 (NFHS) report reveal that
44.7% of married women in Tamil Nadu have experienced physical and sexual violence in their
homes. | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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In the Tamil film, Iraivi (2016), there is a scene where an elderly woman gets shouted at and
abused by her husband before many people. Many of them advise her not to cry to which she
serenely states: “As if I have not been doing that all my life.”
In recent times, Tamil films such as Iraivi have been attempting to bring out the intricacies of
male abuse in the modern domestic sphere; this is laudable, but they also leave us puzzled why
even well-educated, and sometimes well-employed, women in Tamil Nadu are trapped in violent
domesticity by being tolerant to domestic abuse and even give up their self-respect to save the
family honour.
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Data from the recent National Family Health Survey for 2019-2020 (NFHS) report reveal that
44.7% of married women in Tamil Nadu have experienced physical and sexual violence in their
homes. Tamil Nadu ranks second in India when it comes to domestic violence against women.
The NFHS report says that more than two-thirds of married women in Tamil Nadu are said to be
afraid of their husbands due to spousal violence. Further, 79.8% women in the State felt that it is
acceptable for husbands to beat their wives and 81.1% of married women victims in Tamil Nadu
neither informed nor sought any help from anyone — this is the highest in the country in terms of
women’s response towards domestic violence.
So, what makes modern domesticity in Tamil Nadu increasingly misogynistic and violent despite
the Dravidian welfare state’s primary focus on women’s welfare and development using gender
equity policies in education, employment and health care?
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The NFHS 2019-2020 data for Tamil Nadu shows that over the years, the State has achieved
remarkable gender parity in higher education (49.5% female enrolment in higher education and
50.5% for male enrolment). In particular, Dalit female enrolment in higher education has seen
the highest gender parity index in the country, with the percentage of Scheduled Caste (SC)
women’s enrolment in higher education being higher (40.4%) than SC men (38.8%). In Tamil
Nadu, the female labour force participation too is much higher than the national average (15.4 %
higher) though the labour force participation even in Tamil Nadu does not pair well with women’s
education.
The reasons for this could be many but one factor is compulsory marriage and the undue
demand for unpaid female labour which subsidises the household expenses in an increasingly
urban-modern nuclear households. For instance, only 20%-22% young urban women were in
paid work while 60% of educated young women stay at home to care for the household and
await marriage. In other words, in Tamil Nadu, the domesticity steeped in caste patriarchy of
masculine control over production and protection (and in the narratives of family honour and
respectability), is instrumental in shaping women’s subjecthood as dependent, subordinate and
responsible for family and caste mobility. The precarious place of young women in such
domesticity not only denies them a choice of career and choice in marriage but their higher
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education or employment also is subject to the family decision.
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In fact, despite higher education and access to employment, choice marriages by young women
are still not acceptable for several caste groups in Tamil Nadu. Often, marriage is compulsory for
women across castes. By and large, higher education including professional education such as
engineering for these young women, is thought of being instrumental in enhancing family
respectability, prestige and marriage prospects. Therefore, the significant presence of young
women in higher education may not result in women’s entry into the job market while they may
be highly visible in the marriage market. Sometimes, upwardly mobile middle caste families may
perceive unmarried women’s entry into professionalism and the male-dominated job market to
be complicating their marriage prospects.
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A recent ethnographic study of young women in engineering education showed that upwardly
mobile caste groups in Tamil Nadu evinced keen interest in a girl’s higher education as long as it
resulted in improving the family social status and the prospect of a successful marriage alliance.
The study also shows that educated women who did engineering were not in a position to make
choices regarding their jobs or career which they said was dependent on their marital family
decision.
Another ethnographic study on young women in higher education showed how young women
were subjected to all kinds of surveillance by their families until marriage, and while accessing
education were not allowed to loiter in public spaces or seek employment without the permission
of the family.

ac
k

IA

The choice of hypergamous inter-caste marriage by educated young women has often resulted
in violence perpetrated by young men from caste groups who are increasingly getting trained in
new masculinity and caste politics in schools and colleges. For example, a school in Tamil Nadu
made male students take a pledge that they would marry not outside their caste ( The Hindu,
July 12, 2013). All these instances of violence and affirmation of caste masculinity indicate
increasing male control over maintenance of family respectability through control over female
sexuality. It is precisely for these reasons that one finds a huge disconnect between high gender
parity in education and low tolerance towards women’s freedom and autonomy, both in the
domestic and public spaces in Tamil Nadu.
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The State’s discourse of women’s empowerment through means of women’s access to the
technology and labour markets could not achieve the desired freedom and autonomy for women
in the domestic sphere for the reason of exclusion of this space from safeguarding women’s
individual freedom, dignity and respect. The non-criminalisation of marital rape is a case in point.
The Justice J.S. Verma Committee Report strongly suggested that marriage should not be
considered as an automatic and irrevocable consent for sexual acts and that marital rape be
considered as a criminal offence. The Union government however, is unwilling to criminalise
marital rape and when filing an affidavit in 2017 at the Delhi High Court it had strongly argued
against it by stating that this involved societal consensus and not state intervention. Inevitably,
such arguments by the State takes domesticity back to the zones of what Nancy Fraser calls
‘discursive privacy’ in which women’s identity and labour are depoliticised and gender relation is
personalised and familialised in contrast to public and political matters.
Working within these constraints of familial narratives, even the best welfare State such as Tamil
Nadu might interpret women’s needs as simply given and unproblematic as in the case of
extending maternity leave which only recasts child care as ‘women’s needs’ or as mother-care.
In such cases, talking about women’s welfare and needs has meant State affirmation of
administrative vocabularies of ‘empowerment’ and ‘family welfare’ which are not feminist
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vocabularies of freedom and emancipation for women across private and public spheres.
Therefore, the proliferation of administrative vocabularies of women’s empowerment may
endanger liberative discourses on women’s freedom. It is in this context that one finds misogyny
everywhere being normalised and practised by men to the detriment of women’s emancipation.
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Here, one is reminded of the Mani Ratnam film, Kaatru Veliyidai (Amidst the air), where the
hero, VC, makes an intolerable misogynistic statement that men are meant to hunt while women
are created to attract or appeal and give birth to children. The beautiful, well-educated, wellemployed heroine stays in the abusive love relationship to prove that women, even if successful
in their professional life, will tolerate misogyny and abandon self-respect for the sake of realising
motherhood.
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Tamil Nadu, certainly and urgently, needs a radical reform of marriage, familialism and
domesticity along the lines of Periyar’s advocacy of self-respect and women’s freedom.
S. Anandhi is Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai. The views
expressed are personal
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UNION MINISTER OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EMPOWERMENT DR. VIRENDRA KUMAR LAUNCHED
THE SCHEME “SHRESHTA” TODAY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Union Minister of social Justice and empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar launched the
Scheme“SHRESHTA”-Scheme for residential education for students in High school in Targeted
Areas.
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The Dignitaries attended the function shri A. Narayanaswamy, MoS for Social Justice and
Empowerment, Shri R. Subrahmanyam, Secretary for Social Justice and Empowerment
Department, Shri Surendra Singh Additional Secretary, Dr. Mahesh Sharma, M.P., Gautam
Buddha Nagar. The Scheme will be beneficial for SC students those who could not reach for
higher quality education. This initiative will bring a drastic change for the betterment of their life.

The Scheme for Residential Education for Students in Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA) has been
formulated with the objective to provide quality education and opportunities for even the poorest
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Scheduled Caste students, as per the Constitutional mandate. The students from the Scheduled
Caste communities, for long been subjects to inequality, were kept out of quality education and a
situation that perpetuates the disadvantages carried forward for generations of lack of adequate
education.
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The Governmental efforts to spread educational facilities without discrimination have worked
well in achieving near universal access. However, the objective of providing access to quality
education that provides a level playing field is still far from reality. Accordingly, the Department
as a new initiative has introduced the scheme for providing quality education in top class private
Residential Schools to the meritorious SC students who cannot afford the fee of such schools.
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Scheme for Residential Education for Students in High Schools in Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA)
provides for high quality education for meritorious but poor SC students in CBSE-affiliated
reputed residential schools across the country. Approximately 3,000 seats are providedeach
year for admission in class 9th and 11th and the entire cost of the school fee and
residentialcharges are borne by the Department. The students, belonging to Scheduled Castes,
studying in class 8th and 10th in the current academicyear are eligible for availing the benefits of
scheme are selected through a transparent mechanism through a National Entrance Test for
SHRESHTA (NETS), which is conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA) for admission in
class 9th and 11th. Students belonging to marginalized income group within the SC community,
whose parental annual income is upto Rs.2.5 Lakh are eligible. Successful candidates, after
following the e-counselling process, are given admission in the schoolof their choice anywhere
in the Country for their academic persuasion. The Department shall bear the total cost of the
school fee and hostel charges till completion of their academic upto class 12th. There after the
students of the scheme may avail benefits of other schemes of the Department fortheir higher
education.

cr

Detail speech of Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar attached here through this link.
********

MG/RNM/RK

Union Minister of social Justice and empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar launched the
Scheme“SHRESHTA”-Scheme for residential education for students in High school in Targeted
Areas.
The Dignitaries attended the function shri A. Narayanaswamy, MoS for Social Justice and
Empowerment, Shri R. Subrahmanyam, Secretary for Social Justice and Empowerment
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Department, Shri Surendra Singh Additional Secretary, Dr. Mahesh Sharma, M.P., Gautam
Buddha Nagar. The Scheme will be beneficial for SC students those who could not reach for
higher quality education. This initiative will bring a drastic change for the betterment of their life.

The Scheme for Residential Education for Students in Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA) has been
formulated with the objective to provide quality education and opportunities for even the poorest
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Scheduled Caste students, as per the Constitutional mandate. The students from the Scheduled
Caste communities, for long been subjects to inequality, were kept out of quality education and a
situation that perpetuates the disadvantages carried forward for generations of lack of adequate
education.

The Governmental efforts to spread educational facilities without discrimination have worked
well in achieving near universal access. However, the objective of providing access to quality
education that provides a level playing field is still far from reality. Accordingly, the Department
as a new initiative has introduced the scheme for providing quality education in top class private
Residential Schools to the meritorious SC students who cannot afford the fee of such schools.
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Scheme for Residential Education for Students in High Schools in Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA)
provides for high quality education for meritorious but poor SC students in CBSE-affiliated
reputed residential schools across the country. Approximately 3,000 seats are providedeach
year for admission in class 9th and 11th and the entire cost of the school fee and
residentialcharges are borne by the Department. The students, belonging to Scheduled Castes,
studying in class 8th and 10th in the current academicyear are eligible for availing the benefits of
scheme are selected through a transparent mechanism through a National Entrance Test for
SHRESHTA (NETS), which is conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA) for admission in
class 9th and 11th. Students belonging to marginalized income group within the SC community,
whose parental annual income is upto Rs.2.5 Lakh are eligible. Successful candidates, after
following the e-counselling process, are given admission in the schoolof their choice anywhere
in the Country for their academic persuasion. The Department shall bear the total cost of the
school fee and hostel charges till completion of their academic upto class 12th. There after the
students of the scheme may avail benefits of other schemes of the Department fortheir higher
education.
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Detail speech of Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar attached here through this link.
********
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UNION SPORTS MINISTER SHRI ANURAG THAKUR
LAUNCHES NATIONWIDE PROGRAMS ON WORLD
BICYCLE DAY TODAY IN THE PRESENCE OF SHRI
KIREN RIJIJU, SHRI MANSUKH MANDAVIYA AND SMT.
MEENAKSHI LEKHI
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Shri Anurag Thakur flagged off Nationwide
programmes on the occasion of World Bicycle Day, from Major Dhyan Chand Stadium, New
Delhi in the presence of Union Minister for Law and Justice Shri Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister for
Health and Family Welfare Shri Mansukh Mandaviya and MoS for External Affairs and Culture
Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi. Former health Minister and MP Dr. Harshvardhan, MP Shri Manoj Tiwari,
MP Shri Ramesh Bidhuri, Secretary Department of Youth Affairs Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary
Sports Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi and other officers of the Ministry were also present at the event.
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Shri Anurag Singh Thakur led the cycle rally organized in Delhi , which set off from Dhyan
Chand Stadium. He was joined by the Ministers and MP’s who graced the occasion. More than
1500 people participated in the 7.5 kms rally in Delhi. Further, NYKS organised Cycle Rallies at
more than 100 locations in 35 States/UTs capital including at 75 iconic places across the country
during which 75 participants in each rally covered the distance of 7.5 k.m.

Before the flag off, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur addressed the gathering and said that as India is
celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has taken the
unique step to organise bicycle rallies throughout the country with the determination to promote
a ‘healthy India’ as we enter the 75th year of Independence . The aim of this programme is to
motivate people to take up and adopt cycling in their daily lives for physical fitness.
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Shri Thakur said, “The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi believes that the people of the country
should join the fitness campaign. Cycling can play the biggest role in the Fit India campaign. On
World Bicycle Day, we are giving a clear message that everyone should make cycling a part of
their daily life. Cycling will keep you healthy and help build a clean India.”
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Shri Thakur further added that Fit India Movement, Khelo India movement, Clean India
movement & Healthy India movement all can be accomplished by riding a bicycle. It'll also cut
down the pollution levels. By using bicycle, we not only make ourselves fit but also give the
message of Fit India. Giving example of Shri Mansukh Mandaviya and Shri Kiran Rijiju, Shri
Thakur highlighted that these ministers have always promoted cycling by themselves using it as
mode of transport and inspired others.
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Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports as part of celebration of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav-India@75
is organized World Cycle Day throughout the country today. Taking inspiration from inaugural
speech of Prime Minister of India, during the curtain raiser of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav on 12th
March 2021, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has conceptualized celebration of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav under the pillar of Actions and Resolves @75.

*******
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Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Shri Anurag Thakur flagged off Nationwide
programmes on the occasion of World Bicycle Day, from Major Dhyan Chand Stadium, New
Delhi in the presence of Union Minister for Law and Justice Shri Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister for
Health and Family Welfare Shri Mansukh Mandaviya and MoS for External Affairs and Culture
Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi. Former health Minister and MP Dr. Harshvardhan, MP Shri Manoj Tiwari,
MP Shri Ramesh Bidhuri, Secretary Department of Youth Affairs Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary
Sports Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi and other officers of the Ministry were also present at the event.
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Shri Anurag Singh Thakur led the cycle rally organized in Delhi , which set off from Dhyan
Chand Stadium. He was joined by the Ministers and MP’s who graced the occasion. More than
1500 people participated in the 7.5 kms rally in Delhi. Further, NYKS organised Cycle Rallies at
more than 100 locations in 35 States/UTs capital including at 75 iconic places across the country
during which 75 participants in each rally covered the distance of 7.5 k.m.
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Before the flag off, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur addressed the gathering and said that as India is
celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has taken the
unique step to organise bicycle rallies throughout the country with the determination to promote
a ‘healthy India’ as we enter the 75th year of Independence . The aim of this programme is to
motivate people to take up and adopt cycling in their daily lives for physical fitness.
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Shri Thakur said, “The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi believes that the people of the country
should join the fitness campaign. Cycling can play the biggest role in the Fit India campaign. On
World Bicycle Day, we are giving a clear message that everyone should make cycling a part of
their daily life. Cycling will keep you healthy and help build a clean India.”
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Shri Thakur further added that Fit India Movement, Khelo India movement, Clean India
movement & Healthy India movement all can be accomplished by riding a bicycle. It'll also cut
down the pollution levels. By using bicycle, we not only make ourselves fit but also give the
message of Fit India. Giving example of Shri Mansukh Mandaviya and Shri Kiran Rijiju, Shri
Thakur highlighted that these ministers have always promoted cycling by themselves using it as
mode of transport and inspired others.

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports as part of celebration of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav-India@75
is organized World Cycle Day throughout the country today. Taking inspiration from inaugural
speech of Prime Minister of India, during the curtain raiser of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav on 12th
March 2021, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has conceptualized celebration of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav under the pillar of Actions and Resolves @75.

Page 14

*******
NB/OA
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 15
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2022-06-04

‘ESANJEEVANI’, GOVT. OF INDIA’S FREE
TELEMEDICINE SERVICE INTEGRATED WITH NHA’S
AYUSHMAN BHARAT DIGITAL MISSION (ABDM)
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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The National Health Authority (NHA) announces the successful integration of eSanjeevani with
its flagship scheme – Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). This integration allows the
existing users of eSanjeevani, the telemedicine service of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) to easily create their Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA) and use it to link and
manage their existing health records like prescriptions, lab reports, etc. The users would also be
able to share their health records with doctors on eSanjeevani which will help in better clinical
decision making and ensuring the continuum of care.
Speaking about the significance of this integration, Dr. R. S. Sharma, CEO, NHA said – “ABDM
aims to build digital highways to bridge the gaps in existing digital health solutions and
stakeholders in India. The integration of eSanjeevani with ABDM is one such example where the
22 crore ABHA holders can link and store their health records created via eSanjeevani directly in
the health lockers of their choice. The users can also share their previously linked health records
with the doctors on eSanjeevani making the entire consultation process paper-less.”
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eSanjeevani service is available in two variants. The first one is eSanjeevani Ayushman BharatHealth and Wellness Centre (AB-HWC) – the Doctor-to-Doctor telemedicine service through
which the beneficiaries visiting a HWC can virtually connect to doctors/ specialists in the Hub
that could be at tertiary healthcare facility/hospital/medical college. This enables the government
to provide general and specialised health services in rural areas and isolated communities. The
second variant, eSanjeevani OPD is serving patients across the country, connecting them
directly to doctors from the comforts of their homes. Both versions – eSanjeevani AB-HWC and
eSanjeevani OPD have been integrated with ABDM platform.
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The eSanjeevani telemedicine platform now joins other 40 digital health applications that have
completed their ABDM integration. Together, these health tech services are building a robust,
inter-operable and inclusive digital health ecosystem for the country. More info on ABDM
integrated apps here: https://abdm.gov.in/our-partners.
****
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HFW/NHA/ABDM/eSanjeevani Integration with ABDM/3rd June
The National Health Authority (NHA) announces the successful integration of eSanjeevani with
its flagship scheme – Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). This integration allows the
existing users of eSanjeevani, the telemedicine service of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) to easily create their Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA) and use it to link and
manage their existing health records like prescriptions, lab reports, etc. The users would also be
able to share their health records with doctors on eSanjeevani which will help in better clinical
decision making and ensuring the continuum of care.
Speaking about the significance of this integration, Dr. R. S. Sharma, CEO, NHA said – “ABDM
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aims to build digital highways to bridge the gaps in existing digital health solutions and
stakeholders in India. The integration of eSanjeevani with ABDM is one such example where the
22 crore ABHA holders can link and store their health records created via eSanjeevani directly in
the health lockers of their choice. The users can also share their previously linked health records
with the doctors on eSanjeevani making the entire consultation process paper-less.”
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eSanjeevani service is available in two variants. The first one is eSanjeevani Ayushman BharatHealth and Wellness Centre (AB-HWC) – the Doctor-to-Doctor telemedicine service through
which the beneficiaries visiting a HWC can virtually connect to doctors/ specialists in the Hub
that could be at tertiary healthcare facility/hospital/medical college. This enables the government
to provide general and specialised health services in rural areas and isolated communities. The
second variant, eSanjeevani OPD is serving patients across the country, connecting them
directly to doctors from the comforts of their homes. Both versions – eSanjeevani AB-HWC and
eSanjeevani OPD have been integrated with ABDM platform.
The eSanjeevani telemedicine platform now joins other 40 digital health applications that have
completed their ABDM integration. Together, these health tech services are building a robust,
inter-operable and inclusive digital health ecosystem for the country. More info on ABDM
integrated apps here: https://abdm.gov.in/our-partners.
****
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HFW/NHA/ABDM/eSanjeevani Integration with ABDM/3rd June
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PM TO INAUGURATE ICONIC WEEK CELEBRATIONS
OF MINISTRIES OF FINANCE AND CORPORATE
AFFAIRS ON 6TH JUNE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Iconic Week Celebrations of the Ministry
of Finance and the Ministry of Corporate Affairs on 6th June, 2022 at 10:30 AM at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi. This week is being celebrated as part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
(AKAM) from 6th to 11th June, 2022.
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Prime Minister will launch the national portal for credit linked government schemes - Jan
Samarth Portal. It is a one-stop digital portal linking Government credit schemes. It’s a first of its
kind platform which directly connects beneficiaries to lenders. The main purpose of Jan Samarth
portal is to encourage inclusive growth and development of various sectors by guiding and
providing them with the right type of government benefits through simple and easy digital
processes. The portal ensures end to end coverage of all the linked schemes.
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Prime Minister will inaugurate a Digital Exhibition which traces the journey of the two Ministries
over the past eight years. Prime Minister will also release special series of 1, 2, 5, 10 and 20
coins. These special series of coins will have the theme of the logo of AKAM and will also be
easily identifiable to the visually impaired persons.
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The programme will also be organised simultaneously at 75 locations across the country and
each location will be connected through virtual mode with the main venue.
********
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Iconic Week Celebrations of the Ministry
of Finance and the Ministry of Corporate Affairs on 6th June, 2022 at 10:30 AM at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi. This week is being celebrated as part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
(AKAM) from 6th to 11th June, 2022.
Prime Minister will launch the national portal for credit linked government schemes - Jan
Samarth Portal. It is a one-stop digital portal linking Government credit schemes. It’s a first of its
kind platform which directly connects beneficiaries to lenders. The main purpose of Jan Samarth
portal is to encourage inclusive growth and development of various sectors by guiding and
providing them with the right type of government benefits through simple and easy digital
processes. The portal ensures end to end coverage of all the linked schemes.
Prime Minister will inaugurate a Digital Exhibition which traces the journey of the two Ministries
over the past eight years. Prime Minister will also release special series of 1, 2, 5, 10 and 20
coins. These special series of coins will have the theme of the logo of AKAM and will also be
easily identifiable to the visually impaired persons.
The programme will also be organised simultaneously at 75 locations across the country and
each location will be connected through virtual mode with the main venue.
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SURROGACY LAW FACES CHALLENGE IN COURT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The trauma and fatigue of her first pregnancy coinciding with the second wave of COVID-19 last
year, juggling multiple responsibilities as a new mother and a desire to resume her practice as a
psychologist, are the reasons why a 31-year-old married woman wishes to “outsource” the birth
of her second child and “live freely”.
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She has approached the Delhi High Court, along with another male petitioner, to question why
marital status, age or gender should be the criteria for prohibiting someone from commissioning
a surrogacy.
Under the Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021 a married couple can opt for surrogacy only on
medical grounds. The law defines a couple as a married Indian “man and woman” and
prescribes an age band of 23 to 50 for the woman and 26 to 55 for the man to opt for surrogacy.
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The couple should not have a child of their own. Though the law allows single women to choose
surrogacy, she has to be a widow or a divorcee between the age of 35 and 45. Single men are
not eligible.The woman petitioner, who does not want to be identified, and Delhi-based lawyer
Karan Balraj Mehta, who is a single male, have challenged in the court the surrogacy law and
the Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act, 2021 which provides a regulatory
framework for surrogacy.
They have also challenged the ban on commercial surrogacy. Last week, the court sought a
response from the Centre to their petition.
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“My first pregnancy was not a cakewalk. No pregnancy is, but mine came after a miscarriage
and during COVID-19 so it was a particularly stressful and traumatic time for me, and therefore,
if I want a second child I would rather outsource it,” the petitioner told The Hindu on the phone.
The mother of a nine-month-old says women like her who are in a marriage and medically fit
should also be allowed the option of surrogacy.
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She believes that a second child is “necessary for the well-being of the first child”, but the
decision for her to have one is a “hard no” because the “thought of a second pregnancy scares
me” and “to navigate my pregnancy, my first child, my house is just not conceivable at the
moment”.
She also does not want to put off her career any more. After spending six years completing her
Ph.D., she now yearns to return to her practice as a clinical psychologist. “My immediate
concern is to get back to work, but if I have to go through the rigmarole of pregnancy again, you
have to let go of a lot of things. ”
Denial of choice
What agitates her is the denial of choice under the law.
“We should be able to live the way we want, have the choice to make the choices we want to.
Such decisions should not be contingent on medical situation, marital status or sexuality. If you
want to have a biological child, you should have the option to do it via surrogacy to live freely,”
she says.
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Her co-petitioner, who is a 32-year-old single man, says that the two laws deny the “freedom
given to us under the Constitution to exercise our reproductive choice”.
“I have always had a deep desire to have a child of my own. Although I am not married yet, I
wish to have the choice irrespective. These laws discriminate against men like me,” he says. He
feels that perhaps his profession which exposes him to cases of marital discord could have
played a role in his decision.
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Since the news of his petition broke, he has been inundated with messages from all over the
country from single men who have similar stories and say they are watching the case with bated
breath. He says that under the current law, there is hardly any privacy.
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“I will obviously not go to my sister or my aunt, which means I have to go looking for the right
person in my extended family but discussing such an issue can be awkward.”
The law requires that the surrogate mother should be genetically related to those seeking a child
as it permits only altruistic surrogacy and bans commercial surrogacy where there is exchange
of money.
Mr. Balraj says he has been interested in surrogacy for a long time.
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But his 82-year-old grandmother is a little worried about such reproductive choices. “What will
happen to marriages,” she wonders.
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Two children residing near Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala have been sick with norovirus.
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On June 5, the Kerala government said that two children living near Thiruvananthapuram had
been infected with norovirus, identical to the diarrhoea-causing rotavirus. Because the virus
spreads through contaminated water and food, the Health Department assessed the situation
and declared preventative measures had been implemented. Veena George, the state's health
minister, warned that the sickness is very contagious and advised residents to practise good
hygiene.
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"Norovirus infection has been detected in two children and their health condition is stable. There
is no need to be concerned at the moment but everyone should remain careful and maintain
cleanliness," Minister said.
After samples of kids who complained of food sickness were analysed at a government lab, the
illness was discovered. Officials believe the food poisoning occurred after the pupils ate lunch at
school in the middle of the day.
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The norovirus, according to the minister, may be cured and prevented from spreading. Norovirus
is spread through contaminated food, drink, and surfaces, causing vomiting, diarrhoea,
headaches, and body aches, according to the Health Department. Loss of fluids can occur in
extreme situations, which can lead to dehydration, it warned, encouraging people to take
precautions such as constantly washing their hands with soap after using the restroom.
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Norovirus is a highly contagious virus that causes diarrhoea and vomiting. The norovirus can
infect and sicken anyone.
Direct contact with an infected person, drinking contaminated food or water, or touching
contaminated surfaces and then putting your unwashed hands in your mouth are all ways to
contract norovirus.
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Diarrhoea, vomiting, nausea, and stomach discomfort are the most common norovirus
symptoms. Fever, headaches, and body aches are possible side effects.
Protect yourself and others from norovirus by washing your hands often, rinsing fruits and
vegetables, cooking shellfish thoroughly, staying at home when sick and for two days after
symptoms stop and avoid preparing food for others when sick and for two days after symptoms
stop
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(With PTI inputs)
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
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JOY AFTER PAIN: ON NADAL AND SWIATEK WIN AT
FRENCH OPEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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Rafael Nadal’s is an immortal presence at Roland-Garros. The Spaniard, after all, has a statue
of himself at the site that is more than life-size, a rare tribute for a player still active. On Sunday,
the 36-year-old showed why his is such a timeless existence by winning his 14th French Open
crown that also gave him his 22nd Major, pulling him two clear of Roger Federer and Novak
Djokovic in the all-time men’s tally. It is unthinkable that 14 was once Pete Sampras’ record for
overall Grand Slam trophies won. That Nadal has accumulated as many in Paris, in just 18
attempts and with an injury-ravaged body, is testament to his clay-court genius as well as his
unparalleled ability to play through pain and extreme physical discomfort. Leading into the
tournament, Nadal was pensive and pessimistic after his chronic left-foot injury forced him to
limp out of the Rome Masters, a key preparatory event. Once in Paris, his mood turned
increasingly valedictory, with the pain-killing injections needed to keep his leg numb perhaps
telling him that the end was near. However, the fortnight ended in such euphoria, with a straightset demolition of Norwegian Casper Ruud, that in the epitaph to Nadal’s incredible career,
whenever written, his 14th triumph will be more than just a normal data point.
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The year has been unlike any for Nadal, both in terms of the success he has had and the
physical toll he has had to bear. Never before in his stellar career had he secured the opening
two Slams of the year, and the 20 straight matches he won at the start of 2022 — three titles
and a final — is a career-best. But he had to fight through a bout of COVID-19 that nearly
derailed his Australian Open plans, a stress fracture in the ribs that did not allow him to touch a
racquet for six weeks, forcing him to miss vital clay-court warm-up tournaments in Monte Carlo
and Barcelona and undercooking him for the return in Madrid, and a relapse of the foot injury.
That he could still muster the tennis to overcome four top-10 players in the French capital,
including Djokovic in the quarterfinal with a rousing performance, proved yet again that he
remains the sport’s ultimate competitor. Iga Swiatek was every bit as authoritative in stamping
her authority on the women’s side, claiming her second French Open title in three years. It was
the sixth straight tournament victory for the Pole, a run that has featured an awe-inspiring 35match winning streak. If in Ash Barty women’s tennis had a stable World No.1 until the Aussie
abdicated her throne in March, Swiatek is proving to be a worthy successor.
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TAKING STEPS TO ENSURE SEX WORKERS’ RIGHTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Survivors of trafficking at a meeting in Canning village in South 24 Parganas district of West
Bengal. | Photo Credit: MANOB CHOWDHARY
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Recently, in Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal & Ors, while issuing interim
directions to States and Union Territories, the Supreme Court re-asserted that sex workers and
their children cannot be deprived of their right to live with dignity and human decency. The court
said that notwithstanding the profession, every individual in this country has the right to a
dignified life. The court’s directions are nothing but the recommendations made by the panel
constituted by the Supreme Court in July 2011 and headed by a senior advocate, Pradip Ghosh,
with regard to “conditions conducive for sex workers who wish to continue as sex workers to live
with dignity in accordance with the provisions of Article 21 of the Constitution of India”.
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Since the Government of India had certain reservations about four of the 10 recommendations
of the panel, the court directed the government to implement the other six recommendations as
well as the provisions of the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act (ITPA) of 1956. These are: to
provide immediate medical assistance to sex workers who are victims of sexual assault; to
release adult sex workers detained in ITPA protective homes against their will; to sensitise the
police and other law-enforcement agencies about the rights of sex workers to live with dignity; to
ask the Press Council of India to issue guidelines to the media so that they don’t reveal the
identities of sex workers while reporting on arrest, raid and rescue operations; to not consider
health measures that sex workers employ for their safety (such as condoms) as evidence of
commission of an offence; and to ensure that the legal service authorities of the Central and
State governments educate sex workers about their rights vis-à-vis the legality of sex work.
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A provision is already available in the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) on providing medical
assistance to sex workers who are victims of sexual assault. However, the law is silent about not
revealing the identity of sex workers. Similarly, though an order to send the sex worker to a
protective home is passed by a magistrate after due inquiry about her need of care and
protection, the ITPA and CrPC may be amended suitably to enforce the directions of the
Supreme Court. Other directions may be implemented through executive orders by the
governments.
One of the recommendations which the Central government expressed reservation about is of
preventing the police from taking any criminal action against a sex worker who is an adult and is
participating with consent, on the basis of ‘age’ and ‘consent’. The expression ‘sex worker’ is not
defined in the ITPA or any other law. According to the ITPA (as amended in January 1987),
‘prostitution’ means the sexual exploitation or abuse of persons for commercial purposes.
Therefore, the expression ‘prostitution’ is not just confined to offering the body to a person for
promiscuous sexual intercourse for hire (as per the definition before 1987); taking unjust and
unlawful advantage of trapped women for one’s benefit or sexual intercourse has been brought
within its frame.
The word ‘abuse’ also has a wide meaning. It implies that being an adult sex worker who is a
sex worker voluntarily is not an offence per se, until exploitation or abuse is reported by her or
revealed during investigation. It will therefore be appropriate to define ‘sexual exploitation’ and
‘abuse of persons’ as well, through an amendment, to rule out multiple interpretations and
possible misuse by the enforcement agencies, particularly if offering one’s body with consent for
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consideration is kept out of the criminal framework.
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Another recommendation that the government has reservations about notes that since voluntary
sex work is not illegal and only running a brothel is unlawful, sex workers should not be arrested
or victimised during any raid in the brothel. According to the ITPA, ‘brothel’ includes any place
which is used for purposes of sexual exploitation or abuse for the gain of another person or for
the mutual gain of two or more sex workers. What if willing sex workers have no complaint
against the brothel owner or manager? Therefore, the government would need to decide as a
policy whether the act of two or more sex workers living together for mutual gain and being
managed by themselves or by anyone else is to be criminalised or not. This may require wider
deliberations to take a considered viewpoint.
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The third recommendation says that no child of a sex worker should be separated from the
mother merely on the ground that the mother is in the sex trade. If a minor is living in a brothel or
with sex workers, it should not be presumed that he/she has been trafficked. Though the law
does not mandate separation of the child from the mother (sex worker), it presumes trafficking if
a child is found with any person in a brothel. Also, if a child or a minor is rescued from a brothel,
the magistrate may place him or her with any child care institute recognised under the Juvenile
Justice Act. In Gaurav Jain v. Union of India (1997), the Supreme Court had held that children of
sex workers ought not to be allowed to live in brothels, and reformatory homes should be made
accessible to them. Therefore, keeping in view the child’s welfare, a suitable amendment may
be made to accommodate the Supreme Court’s direction.
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The fourth recommendation requires the government to involve sex workers or their
representatives in the process of decision-making or in the process of drafting reforms in laws
relating to sex work. As the purpose of this exercise is to rehabilitate sex workers and improve
their living conditions, their involvement in decision-making will surely make the reforms more
enforceable.
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It is noteworthy that carrying on sex work outside the notified areas or outside a distance of 200
metres of any place of public religious worship, educational institution, hospital, etc. is not
punishable under the ITPA. The irony is that when the essential ingredient of sex work is ‘sexual
exploitation’ or ‘abuse of persons’ for commercial purpose, how can this be allowed anywhere?
Therefore, now with the court’s directives on the anvil, it will be apposite for the government to
differentiate between prostitution and the work of sex workers and consider banning prostitution
per se and allowing voluntary sex work with certain conditions keeping in mind the public
interest.
It is not disputed that women in the flesh trade should be viewed more as victims of adverse
socioeconomic circumstances rather than as offenders. However, with all our laws and policies,
we as a society have failed to contain prostitution. Therefore, the government may now use the
Supreme Court’s directions as an opportunity to improve the conditions of sex workers and their
surrounding environment, facilitate rehabilitation, and remove the various ambiguities and
inconsistencies in the applicable laws and bring about clarity.
R.K. Vij is a former Special DGP of Chhattisgarh. Views are personal
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THE NEED FOR DIGITAL COLLABORATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The fact that the University Grants Commission (UGC) has simplified its approval process for
local universities to collaborate with their counterparts abroad, to offer joint degrees, dual
degrees, and twinning programmes, is heartening. As per the rules, any Indian Higher Education
Institution (HEI) accredited by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council with a
minimum score of 3.01 on a 4-point scale or featuring in the top 1,000 of the Times Higher
Education or QS World University Rankings will be eligible to participate in the collaboration. For
Indian institutes, being in the top 100 list of the National Institute Ranking Framework is also an
acceptable criterion. Foreign institutes willing to enter a partnership must rank in the top 1,000 in
either of the two world university rankings.
While multiple steps taken by the present dispensation to meet the unprecedented challenges
posed by the pandemic include leveraging the potential of information and communication
technology in the teaching and learning process, the fact that the UGC’s regulations do not allow
academic collaboration with foreign institutions for online learning and open and distance
learning (ODL) is puzzling.
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In order to increase the gross enrolment ratio in HEIs in India, the National Education Policy of
2020 suggested that more ODL and online programmes be started, especially to improve
access for those living in remote areas. ODL programmes impart education to people for whom
the regular mode of learning is a distant dream owing to financial, personal and professional
constraints. Often, part-time employees in both the organised and unorganised sectors are the
ones who opt for ODL in order to upgrade their qualifications for better career prospects.
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At the postgraduate, undergraduate, PG Diploma, Diploma, and Certificate levels, the share of
distance enrolment in university is 13.8%, 35.9%, 1.1%, 1.5% and 0.4%, respectively (All India
Survey on Higher Education, or AISHE, 2019-2000). Distance enrolment constitutes 11.1% of
the total enrolment in higher education. These programmes are more affordable compared to
the in-person programmes and are therefore popular among disadvantaged sections.
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In order to promote online education in India, initiatives such as MOOCs, SWAYAM and NPTEL
are sponsored by the UGC, the Department of Education, and other national institutes of repute.
Of late, universities and colleges are centrally funded under the RUSA and TEQIP-III
programmes to create and strengthen infrastructure for online and digital education. The Union
Budget too announced the establishment of a digital university. It is inexplicable, therefore, that
while online education is being encouraged on the one hand through several government
initiatives, online programmes are being kept out of the ambit of international collaboration
efforts by the UGC on the other.
According to AISHE’s findings, 49,348 international students from 168 countries are enrolled in
courses offered by Indian universities. The highest share of foreign students (45.6%) come from
four neighbouring nations: Nepal, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Bhutan. Reaching out to the
HEIs of such countries for international collaboration, notwithstanding their present standing and
rank, will pave the way for an increase in the footfall of international students in India. This may
especially prove to be a game changer for the financially constrained HEIs. Also, it will help to
compensate the outflow of foreign exchange from India.
The allocation of grants to central universities has risen to 9,420 crore from 7,643.26 crore last
year in higher education. Monetary support to the IITs has increased by 658.9 crore and to the
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IIMs by 177.9 crore in 2022-23 compared to last year. These institutions, generously funded by
the Centre, outplay their State-sponsored counterparts in other academic indicators too, such as
faculty strength and modernised laboratories and libraries. Hence, that State-funded HEIs do not
perform well in the ranking system is no surprise. Now, their chances for smooth international
collaboration is also impeded by the UGC regulations. This will only exacerbate the divide
between central and State institutes.
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The UGC needs to revisit its policies for foreign collaborations. It must look at the present and
overall needs of the education system so that students studying in State-sponsored HEIs and
opting for ODL and online education are not deprived of benefits in India.
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Milind Kumar Sharma teaches in the Department of Production and Industrial Engineering, MBM
University, Jodhpur. Views are personal
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POLITICS OVER THE PRINTED WORD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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File photo of Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai and Ministers
paying respect to the bust of 12th Century social reformer Basaveshwara on the occasion of
Basava Jayanti in Bengaluru. The BJP is now facing criticism from the Veerashiva-Lingayats for
alleged distortions in the profile of Basaveshwara in a revised school textbook. | Photo Credit:
Special Arrangement
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The raging controversy over school textbook revision in Karnataka has seen several twists and
turns. It began with many expressing outrage over the addition of a speech by RSS founder K.B.
Hedgewar in a revised textbook and the decision to leave out or edit lessons by many authors
associated with the progressive stream in Kannada literature and tweak content that were critical
of Brahminical traditions. Students, and Dalit and progressive organisations, have protested
against the “saffronisation” and “Brahminisation” of the curriculum. These developments spurred
over 10 writers to withdraw permission to use their works in textbooks, while the government
insisted that it was impossible to drop or revise any text since the new books were already in
print and had been partially distributed to students. A slew of BJP leaders launched a counterattack, calling into question the credibility of the protesters.
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However, the government was compelled to change tack when caste and religious organisations
began to raise objections too. Seers associated with the powerful Veerashiva-Lingayat and
Vokkaliga castes expressed dissent over some revisions and questioned the conduct of the
head of the textbook revision committee, Rohith Chakrathirtha. The Veerashiva-Lingayats
flagged alleged distortions in the profile of 12th Century social reformer Basaveshwara, such as
leaving out references to his rebellion against the Brahminical order. The Vokkaligas pointed to
Mr. Chakrathirtha’s allegedly disparaging remarks on Kannada’s literary icon Kuvempu and his
sharing on social media a parody of nada geethe (State anthem), which was penned by
Kuvempu.
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Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai asked Primary and Secondary Education Minister B.C.
Nagesh to give him a report on the objections, and after prolonged deliberations, announced
that the government had an “open mind” on changing content “that hurt sentiments”. He said
that some parts in the profile of Basaveshwara would be tweaked again, keeping in mind the
objections raised, and the allegations of distorting nada geethe would be probed. But he made it
clear that there was no question of dropping Hedgewar’s speech. There is no indication of the
government sparing a thought to the scores of objections raised against the ideological tweaking
of historical facts.
With Assembly elections less than a year away, it is not hard to guess why the political
dispensation, which has been growing more ideologically strident, has deferred to the demands
of the seers. While the Veerashaiva-Lingayat community (to which Mr. Bommai belongs) is an
important vote base for the BJP, the party is hopeful of increasing its footprint in the Vokkaliga
heartland.
Interestingly, the genesis of the textbook revision can be traced back to the Karnataka Brahmin
Mahasabha’s objections that a lesson in the earlier social science textbooks “hurt the
sentiments” of the community, following which the revision committee was set up.
For students, textbook revision is the latest in the series of unfortunate political manoeuvres
affecting them. If the authorities’ claim that over three-fourths of the books are already printed
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and more than half are distributed is true, the logistical challenges involved in making changes
again would be immense. While the academic calendar was thrown out of gear by COVID-19 for
two years, in Karnataka, the hijab controversy later also muddied the atmosphere.
The saga highlights the importance of an established protocol for taking up textbook revision.
Those protesting against the revisions have questioned the academic credentials of the head
the panel and the lack of methodology. Until there is a methodology in place, with autonomy to
scholars involved in the exercise assured, classrooms are bound to be spaces for political
manipulations.
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THE DEBATES AROUND THE SURROGACY ACT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

As per the Surrogacy Act that kicked in from January this year, a married couple can opt for
surrogacy only on medical grounds | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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The story so far: Petitioners in the Delhi High Court questioned why marital status, age, or
gender were the criteria for being allowed to commission or not commission surrogacy in India.
The female petitioner said that she already had a child but the trauma of the first childbirth
experience and her need to juggle work with child care persuaded her that surrogacy would be a
better option for the second child. But under the provisions of the Surrogacy Act, she was denied
a chance at commissioning surrogacy.
As per the Surrogacy Act that kicked in from January this year, a married couple can opt for
surrogacy only on medical grounds. The law defines a couple as a married Indian “man and
woman” and also prescribes an age-criteria with the woman being in the age group of 23 to 50
years and the man between 26 to 55 years. Additionally, the couple should not have a child of
their own. Though the law allows single women to resort to surrogacy, she should either be a
widow or a divorcee, between the age of 35 to 45 years. Single men are however, not eligible.
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The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill was introduced in Parliament in November 2016, and passed in
the Winter session of Parliament in 2021.
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The Act sought to regulate the surrogacy part of a rather flourishing infertility industry in the
country. Defining ‘surrogacy’ as a practice where a woman undertakes to give birth to a child for
another couple and agrees to hand over the child to them after birth, it allows ‘altruistic
surrogacy’ — wherein only the medical expenses and insurance coverage is provided by the
couple to the surrogate mother during pregnancy. No other monetary consideration will be
permitted.

cr

India has emerged as a hub for infertility treatment, attracting people from the world over with its
state of the art technology and competitive prices to treat infertility. Soon enough, due to
prevailing socio-economic inequities, underprivileged women found an option to ‘rent their
wombs’ and thereby make money to take care of their expenses — often to facilitate a marriage,
enable children to get an education, or to provide for hospitalisation or surgery for someone in
the family.
Once information of the availability of such wombs got out, the demand also picked up.
Unscrupulous middle men inveigled themselves into the scene and exploitation of these women
began. Several instances began to emerge where women, in often desperate straits, started
lodging police complaints after they did not receive the promised sum.
Other issues also began to crop up. For instance, in 2008 a Japanese couple began the process
with a surrogate mother in Gujarat, but before the child was born they split with both of them
refusing to take the child. In 2012, an Australian couple commissioned a surrogate mother, and
arbitrarily chose one of the twins that were born.
The time therefore, was ripe for proper regulation.
Any couple that has ‘proven infertility’ are candidates. The ‘intending couple’ as the Act calls
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them, will be eligible if they have a ‘certificate of essentiality’ and a ‘certificate of eligibility’ issued
by the appropriate authority. The former will be issued if the couple fulfils three conditions: One,
a certificate of infertility of one or both from a district medical board; Two, an order of parentage
and custody of the surrogate child passed by a Magistrate’s court; Thirdly, insurance cover for
the surrogate mother.
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An eligibility certificate mandates that the couple fulfil the following conditions: They should be
Indian citizens who have been married for at least five years; the female must be between 23 to
50 years and the male, 26 to 55 years; they cannot have any surviving children (biological,
adopted or surrogate); However, this would not include a ‘child who is mentally or physically
challenged or suffers from life threatening disorder or fatal illness.’
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Only a close relative of the couple can be a surrogate mother, one who is able to provide a
medical fitness certificate. She should have been married, with a child of her own, and must be
between 25 and 35 years, but can be a surrogate mother only once.
Even at the Bill stage, while there was a general murmur of appreciation, and some strident
approval from infertility experts, there was some apprehension about the too restrictive
regulations. For instance, it does not allow single women, or men, or gay couples to go in for
surrogacy. Representations from these groups emerged even as Health Minister J.P. Nadda
introduced the Bill in the House.
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Others, primarily those involved in organ transplantation, pointed out how despite a similar,
stringent law — the Transplantation of Human Organs Act — organ commerce continues to
thrive in the country. Brokers continue to operate, though with less temerity and more covertly,
sometimes with hospital authorities, to pull wool over the eyes of the appropriate authority and
law enforcement officials. Clearly the issue will have to be handled with a stern visage, even as
sensitivities of people are factored in.
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These apprehensions and perceived hitches due to the exclusionary criteria, have already come
to the forefront in the short period that the Act has been operational. A path of litigation is
possibly the course ahead, and if a critical mass builds up, amendments might have to be
resorted to in order to resolve the grievances and ensure access for all categories of parents.
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AIR SPORTS IN THE COUNTRY TO HAVE AN
OVERSIGHT BODY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Floating fun:The air sports industry in the country is worth Rs. 80-100 crore.NIVEDITA
GANGULY
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For the first time in India, air sports such as paragliding or hot-air ballooning will come under a
four-tier governance structure with the Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) as the apex body
which will oversee aspects such as regulation, certification, accidents and penalties.
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Jyotiraditya Scindia, Minister for Civil Aviation, on Tuesday unveiled the national air sports
policy. “Air sports is one area which has the ability to transform into a huge industry,” he said.
He said that the air sports industry in the country was today worth Rs. 80-100 crore, with nearly
5,000 providers, which could grow 10 times in terms of revenue and yield 1 lakh direct jobs apart
from a multiplier impact on the economy.
Four-tier structure
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The policy lays down a four-tier governance structure with the ASFI at the top, followed by
national associations for individual sports and their regional and district-level units.
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The ASFI will be an autonomous body under the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) which will
represent India at global platforms related to air sports such as the World Air Sports Federation
and will also conduct competitions across the country through different national air sports
associations.

cr

The ASFI will provide governance over different aspects such as regulation, certification,
competitions, awards and penalties, and will publish its draft guidelines within a period of six
months. It will be chaired by the Secretary, MoCA, who will nominate up to three eminent
experts related to air sports as members of the ASFI governing council. Sports that will come
within its ambit are aeromodelling, model rocketry, amateur-built and experimental aircraft,
ballooning, drones, gliding, powered gliding, parachuting, paramotoring, powered aircraft and
rotorcraft.
“Initially, these bodies will receive financial support from MoCA. It is a virtuous cycle, because
once we have our teams participating in international events, more funds will flow in,” said
Amber Dubey, Joint Secretary (MoCA).
The government will also look at various incentives to encourage the sport such as reducing
GST on air sports equipment from 18%-28% to 5% or less, Mr. Scindia said.

Our code of editorial values
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 34
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2022-06-08

UNION FINANCE MINISTER SMT. NIRMALA
SITHARAMAN TO LAUNCH DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS ICONIC DAY CELEBRATIONS IN
NEW DELHI TOMORROW

m

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman will launch the Iconic
Day celebrations of the Department of Economic Affairs at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi tomorrow
as a milestone in the grand festivities of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM). The occasion will
see participation from key dignitariesand prominent leaders from the world of finance.
Carrying forward the time-honoured tradition of discourse and exchange of ideas, the morning
session will witness discussions on ‘Emergence of women investors in securities market’ and
‘Growth of Indian retail investors’ during the symposium on ‘Jaagruk Niveshak: Samridha Bharat
ki Neev’ organised by SEBI in collaboration with Department of Economic Affairs. The idea of an
enlightened investor empowered to make informed financial choices will be central to the
discussion. The symposium will also explore the exciting possibilities presented by the
encouraging trend of increasing participation of women in financial markets.
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NSDL’s outreach initiative ‘Market Ka Eklavya – Express’, a programme specially designed to
introduce students to the basics of investing and financial markets will be screened during the
event. ‘Market Ka Eklavya – Express’ lays the foundation of the twin pillars of Financial
Independence, namely, Financial Awareness and Financial Discipline in a simple language
using relatable examples from everyday life to explain complex concepts. As a part of the AKAM
celebrations, NSDL has recently launched the programme in 8 languages to reach 75 cities to
commemorate 75 years of independence.
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman will also release a short film ‘Sahyog se Samriddhi’ on Externally
Aided Projects during the Iconic Week celebrations of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The film will
showcase the role of Externally Aided Projects in India’s development trajectory since 1947, with
a special emphasis on India's engagement with multilateral and bilateral agencies in last 8
years.
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During the AKAM celebrations, the Finance Minister will launch ‘NETRA (New e-Tracking and
Remote Administration)’ Portal and Mobile Application for Indian Development and Economic
Assistance Scheme (IDEAS).
****

RM/MV/KMN
Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman will launch the Iconic
Day celebrations of the Department of Economic Affairs at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi tomorrow
as a milestone in the grand festivities of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM). The occasion will
see participation from key dignitariesand prominent leaders from the world of finance.
Carrying forward the time-honoured tradition of discourse and exchange of ideas, the morning
session will witness discussions on ‘Emergence of women investors in securities market’ and
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‘Growth of Indian retail investors’ during the symposium on ‘Jaagruk Niveshak: Samridha Bharat
ki Neev’ organised by SEBI in collaboration with Department of Economic Affairs. The idea of an
enlightened investor empowered to make informed financial choices will be central to the
discussion. The symposium will also explore the exciting possibilities presented by the
encouraging trend of increasing participation of women in financial markets.

m

NSDL’s outreach initiative ‘Market Ka Eklavya – Express’, a programme specially designed to
introduce students to the basics of investing and financial markets will be screened during the
event. ‘Market Ka Eklavya – Express’ lays the foundation of the twin pillars of Financial
Independence, namely, Financial Awareness and Financial Discipline in a simple language
using relatable examples from everyday life to explain complex concepts. As a part of the AKAM
celebrations, NSDL has recently launched the programme in 8 languages to reach 75 cities to
commemorate 75 years of independence.
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Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman will also release a short film ‘Sahyog se Samriddhi’ on Externally
Aided Projects during the Iconic Week celebrations of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The film will
showcase the role of Externally Aided Projects in India’s development trajectory since 1947, with
a special emphasis on India's engagement with multilateral and bilateral agencies in last 8
years.
During the AKAM celebrations, the Finance Minister will launch ‘NETRA (New e-Tracking and
Remote Administration)’ Portal and Mobile Application for Indian Development and Economic
Assistance Scheme (IDEAS).
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SHRI AMIT SHAH MINISTER INAUGURATES THE
NATIONAL TRIBAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE IN NEW
DELHI TODAY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies
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As a part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the
Minister of Home Affairs and Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, inaugurated the National Tribal
Research Institute today in New Delhi.
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The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs, Shri Arjun Munda and other Cabinet and State Ministers,
including, the Minister of Law and Justice, Shri Kiren Rijiju; MoS Tribal Affairs, Smt. Renuka
Singh Saruta; MoS Minority Affairs, Shri John Barla and the MoS of Rural Development and
Steel, Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste and other dignitaries graced the occasion.
In his address, the Union Home and Cooperation Minister said that today is a very important day
for the whole country, especially for the tribal society. Today this National Tribal Research
Institute is coming into existence according to the vision of the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi. There are many Tribal Research Institutes in the country, but there was no national link
connecting many diversities of tribal society and this institute built according to the vision of Shri
Narendra Modi will become that link.
Shri Amit Shah said that Shri Narendra Modi also announced and celebrated Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas for the first time after Independence. As Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Modi started a
scheme in the form of Vanbandhu Kalyan Yojana for the overall development of tribal society,
which led to development of individuals, villages and regions. Tribal society cannot develop
unless there is complete development of the individual, the village and the region.
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Pl click here for details on address of Home Minister
Addressing the gathering, Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Law and Justice, said that this is now
responsibility of all of concerned and research fellows present here to take the tribal culture,
history and development, forward. Shri Rijiju remarked , “This is a landmark event as a National
Tribal Research Institute and its state TRIs will be taking forward the study of various distinctive
tribal communities and the rich indigenous history, cultural heritage and art.”He added ,
“Following the vision of our PM, it is our duty and shared responsibility to encourage and
empower tribals for a stronger Atmanirbhar Bharat tomorrow.”
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During the event, Shri Arjun Munda, Minister of Tribal Affairs, stated that the inauguration of
NTRI is a landmark initiative of the Tribal Affairs Ministry and will herald a new chapter in the
Institutional Development of Tribals and their welfare. He also said that NTRI along with state
TRIs will help in strengthening of policy making. Shri Arjun Munda disclosed that Ministry of
Tribal affairs has achieved the distinction of running most of its programmes in digital mode.
Today, 30 lakh tribal students are being awarded direct scholarships through the DBT
Mechanism of the Ministry, he informed. Thus, we are efficiently processing all the work related
to the scholarship scheme online and ensuring that the projects with the NGOs and COEs as
well as with states remains ongoing through the digital mode, Sh Arjun Munda added.
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Later, briefing the media Shri Arjun Munda said that NTRI will work to deliver outcome-based
implementation of schemes, programmes and policies for tribal population right down to the
grassroot level. It will harness the expertise of Universities, NGOs, COEs and other experts in
various fields to undertake research, training, capacity building which will help the tribal
population to embark upon the renewed journey of development including good livelihood ,
health , education and AtmaNirbharta and their ultimate empowerment. The apex Research
Institute will provide inputs to help fill policy gaps at various levels and also ensure that the
Schedule Tribe Component of various Ministries converts into actual delivery on the ground for
transformation of tribal society, the Minister explained.
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The NTRI is a premier and apex National Level Institute and will become the cynosure of tribal
concerns, issues and matters in academic, executive and legislative fields. It will collaborate and
network with other reputed research institutes, Universities, organizations as well as academic
bodies and resource Centres. It will also monitor projects of Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs),
Centres of Excellence (CoEs), research scholars of NFS and set up norms for improvement in
the quality of research and training. Its other activities are to provide policy inputs to the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs as well as State Welfare Departments, Design studies and programmes that
improve or support socio-economic aspects of tribal lifestyles, create and maintain of Database
of PMAAGY, provide guidelines in setting and running of Tribal Museums and showcase rich
tribal cultural heritage of India, under one umbrella.
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The keynote address was delivered by the Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Shri Anil Kumar
Jha at the event today.
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In the event, two booklets on the 8 Years of Achievements and the Key Initiatives of the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs were released by Shri Amit Shah.
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An exhibition of the 8 years of achievements of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, under the
leadership of the Prime Minister was also showcased. More than a 100 tribal artisans and tribal
troupes across country showcased their indigenous products and performances.
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The event was live-streamed on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and other prominent social media
platforms. The exhibition remained open for the public from 2 PM onwards and at 6 pm, the
event concluded with the scintillating performances of tribal troupes invigorating the audience.

*********
NB/SK
As a part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the
Minister of Home Affairs and Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, inaugurated the National Tribal
Research Institute today in New Delhi.
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The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs, Shri Arjun Munda and other Cabinet and State Ministers,
including, the Minister of Law and Justice, Shri Kiren Rijiju; MoS Tribal Affairs, Smt. Renuka
Singh Saruta; MoS Minority Affairs, Shri John Barla and the MoS of Rural Development and
Steel, Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste and other dignitaries graced the occasion.
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In his address, the Union Home and Cooperation Minister said that today is a very important day
for the whole country, especially for the tribal society. Today this National Tribal Research
Institute is coming into existence according to the vision of the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi. There are many Tribal Research Institutes in the country, but there was no national link
connecting many diversities of tribal society and this institute built according to the vision of Shri
Narendra Modi will become that link.
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Shri Amit Shah said that Shri Narendra Modi also announced and celebrated Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas for the first time after Independence. As Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Modi started a
scheme in the form of Vanbandhu Kalyan Yojana for the overall development of tribal society,
which led to development of individuals, villages and regions. Tribal society cannot develop
unless there is complete development of the individual, the village and the region.
Pl click here for details on address of Home Minister
Addressing the gathering, Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Law and Justice, said that this is now
responsibility of all of concerned and research fellows present here to take the tribal culture,
history and development, forward. Shri Rijiju remarked , “This is a landmark event as a National
Tribal Research Institute and its state TRIs will be taking forward the study of various distinctive
tribal communities and the rich indigenous history, cultural heritage and art.”He added ,
“Following the vision of our PM, it is our duty and shared responsibility to encourage and
empower tribals for a stronger Atmanirbhar Bharat tomorrow.”
During the event, Shri Arjun Munda, Minister of Tribal Affairs, stated that the inauguration of
NTRI is a landmark initiative of the Tribal Affairs Ministry and will herald a new chapter in the
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Institutional Development of Tribals and their welfare. He also said that NTRI along with state
TRIs will help in strengthening of policy making. Shri Arjun Munda disclosed that Ministry of
Tribal affairs has achieved the distinction of running most of its programmes in digital mode.
Today, 30 lakh tribal students are being awarded direct scholarships through the DBT
Mechanism of the Ministry, he informed. Thus, we are efficiently processing all the work related
to the scholarship scheme online and ensuring that the projects with the NGOs and COEs as
well as with states remains ongoing through the digital mode, Sh Arjun Munda added.
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Later, briefing the media Shri Arjun Munda said that NTRI will work to deliver outcome-based
implementation of schemes, programmes and policies for tribal population right down to the
grassroot level. It will harness the expertise of Universities, NGOs, COEs and other experts in
various fields to undertake research, training, capacity building which will help the tribal
population to embark upon the renewed journey of development including good livelihood ,
health , education and AtmaNirbharta and their ultimate empowerment. The apex Research
Institute will provide inputs to help fill policy gaps at various levels and also ensure that the
Schedule Tribe Component of various Ministries converts into actual delivery on the ground for
transformation of tribal society, the Minister explained.
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The NTRI is a premier and apex National Level Institute and will become the cynosure of tribal
concerns, issues and matters in academic, executive and legislative fields. It will collaborate and
network with other reputed research institutes, Universities, organizations as well as academic
bodies and resource Centres. It will also monitor projects of Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs),
Centres of Excellence (CoEs), research scholars of NFS and set up norms for improvement in
the quality of research and training. Its other activities are to provide policy inputs to the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs as well as State Welfare Departments, Design studies and programmes that
improve or support socio-economic aspects of tribal lifestyles, create and maintain of Database
of PMAAGY, provide guidelines in setting and running of Tribal Museums and showcase rich
tribal cultural heritage of India, under one umbrella.
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The keynote address was delivered by the Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Shri Anil Kumar
Jha at the event today.

In the event, two booklets on the 8 Years of Achievements and the Key Initiatives of the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs were released by Shri Amit Shah.
An exhibition of the 8 years of achievements of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, under the
leadership of the Prime Minister was also showcased. More than a 100 tribal artisans and tribal
troupes across country showcased their indigenous products and performances.
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The event was live-streamed on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and other prominent social media
platforms. The exhibition remained open for the public from 2 PM onwards and at 6 pm, the
event concluded with the scintillating performances of tribal troupes invigorating the audience.

*********
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NCPCR LAUNCHES “CISS APPLICATION” UNDER
BAAL SWARAJ PORTAL TO HELP REHABILITATION OF
CHILDREN IN STREET SITUATIONS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has launched a “CiSS
application” under the Baal Swaraj portal to help in the rehabilitation process of Children in
Street Situations. (CiSS)
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Baal Swaraj is a portal launched by NCPCR for online tracking and digital real-time monitoring
mechanism of children in need of care and protection. The portal has two functions- COVID care
and CiSS. COVID Care link caters to the children who have lost either or both parents due to
COVID-19 or otherwise post March 2020.
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It follows six stages framework for the rehabilitation of children. The first stage is the collection of
the child’s details, which is accomplished through the portal. The second stage is Social
Investigating Report (SIR) i.e. investigating the child’s background. This is done under the
supervision of the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) by the District Child Protection Officer
(DCPO) by conversing and counselling the child. The third stage is formulating an Individual
Care Plan (ICP) for the child. The fourth stage is the order of the Child Welfare Committee
(CWC) based on the SIR submitted to the CWC. The fifth stage is allocating the schemes and
benefits that the beneficiary can avail of. And in the sixth stage, a checklist is made for the
evaluation of the progress i.e. (Follow Ups).
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The Standard Operating Procedure for Care and Protection of Children in Street Situations 2.0
categorizes any child under ‘Children in Street Situation’ if the child is living on the streets alone,
living on the streets during the day, or living on the streets with the family. The root cause of this
phenomenon is the migration of families from rural to urban areas in search of a better standard
of living.
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This portal, developed by, NCPCR is a first-of-its-kind initiative in India to help children in street
situations. The CiSS application is used for receiving data of children in street situations from all
the states and union territories, tracking their rescue and rehabilitation process. The initiative is
taken under the direction of the Supreme Court of India.
The program embodies Article 51 (A) of the Constitution of India, as it provides a platform to the
public and organizations catering to the welfare of the children to report any child in need of
assistance. The platform serves to collect data and report to the District Child Protection Officer
(DCPO) for them to take necessary action.
To report a child under “Children in Street Situations”, visit https://ncpcr.gov.in/baalswaraj/login,
click on “Citizen Portal”, then go to “Report a CiSS to help a child”. It will lead to a form that will
ask for the child’s and the informant’s details. Once registered, a registration ID is generated
along with the contact information of the concerned DCPO for further follow up. The DCPO will
get information of the child on the dashboard for further action that is, rescue and rehabilitation.
It also provides a platform for professionals and organizations to provide any help that they can
to children in need. Help can be provided in the form of open shelters, counselling services,
medical services, sponsorships, de-addiction services, education services, legal/paralegal
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services, volunteering, student volunteering, identification of hotspot, identification of CiSS, or
any other assistance. The organizations and institutions that can utilize the platform are the NonGovernment Organization, Civil Society Organization, higher educational or technical
institutions, Foundation, Society, or a Trust.
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To provide professional help, visit https://ncpcr.gov.in/baalswaraj/login, click on “Citizen Portal”,
go to “Providing Services to help CiSS”. Select “For Individual/Professional” to opt to provide a
service as an individual or select “For Organizations & Institutions” to opt to provide as an
organization. Fill in all the required details and submit. Once registered, a registration ID is
generated along with the contact information of the DCPO of the state or union territory.
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The participants- informants, professionals, or the organizations will be awarded a digital
certificate acknowledging their contribution to helping the children in street situations after the
assessment of the DCPO.
***
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The National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has launched a “CiSS
application” under the Baal Swaraj portal to help in the rehabilitation process of Children in
Street Situations. (CiSS)
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Baal Swaraj is a portal launched by NCPCR for online tracking and digital real-time monitoring
mechanism of children in need of care and protection. The portal has two functions- COVID care
and CiSS. COVID Care link caters to the children who have lost either or both parents due to
COVID-19 or otherwise post March 2020.
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It follows six stages framework for the rehabilitation of children. The first stage is the collection of
the child’s details, which is accomplished through the portal. The second stage is Social
Investigating Report (SIR) i.e. investigating the child’s background. This is done under the
supervision of the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) by the District Child Protection Officer
(DCPO) by conversing and counselling the child. The third stage is formulating an Individual
Care Plan (ICP) for the child. The fourth stage is the order of the Child Welfare Committee
(CWC) based on the SIR submitted to the CWC. The fifth stage is allocating the schemes and
benefits that the beneficiary can avail of. And in the sixth stage, a checklist is made for the
evaluation of the progress i.e. (Follow Ups).
The Standard Operating Procedure for Care and Protection of Children in Street Situations 2.0
categorizes any child under ‘Children in Street Situation’ if the child is living on the streets alone,
living on the streets during the day, or living on the streets with the family. The root cause of this
phenomenon is the migration of families from rural to urban areas in search of a better standard
of living.
This portal, developed by, NCPCR is a first-of-its-kind initiative in India to help children in street
situations. The CiSS application is used for receiving data of children in street situations from all
the states and union territories, tracking their rescue and rehabilitation process. The initiative is
taken under the direction of the Supreme Court of India.
The program embodies Article 51 (A) of the Constitution of India, as it provides a platform to the
public and organizations catering to the welfare of the children to report any child in need of
assistance. The platform serves to collect data and report to the District Child Protection Officer
(DCPO) for them to take necessary action.
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To report a child under “Children in Street Situations”, visit https://ncpcr.gov.in/baalswaraj/login,
click on “Citizen Portal”, then go to “Report a CiSS to help a child”. It will lead to a form that will
ask for the child’s and the informant’s details. Once registered, a registration ID is generated
along with the contact information of the concerned DCPO for further follow up. The DCPO will
get information of the child on the dashboard for further action that is, rescue and rehabilitation.
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It also provides a platform for professionals and organizations to provide any help that they can
to children in need. Help can be provided in the form of open shelters, counselling services,
medical services, sponsorships, de-addiction services, education services, legal/paralegal
services, volunteering, student volunteering, identification of hotspot, identification of CiSS, or
any other assistance. The organizations and institutions that can utilize the platform are the NonGovernment Organization, Civil Society Organization, higher educational or technical
institutions, Foundation, Society, or a Trust.
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To provide professional help, visit https://ncpcr.gov.in/baalswaraj/login, click on “Citizen Portal”,
go to “Providing Services to help CiSS”. Select “For Individual/Professional” to opt to provide a
service as an individual or select “For Organizations & Institutions” to opt to provide as an
organization. Fill in all the required details and submit. Once registered, a registration ID is
generated along with the contact information of the DCPO of the state or union territory.
The participants- informants, professionals, or the organizations will be awarded a digital
certificate acknowledging their contribution to helping the children in street situations after the
assessment of the DCPO.
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‘IISC, BENGALURU TOP INDIAN VARSITY’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The IISc is the fastest rising South Asian university.File PhotoKavitha Ramaswamy@Chennai
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The Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru (IISc) is the new national leader in the QS World
University Rankings, 2023 released on Thursday, which also shows that all Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) improved their standing.
The latest edition of QS World University Rankings features 41 Indian universities, of which 12
improved their positions, 12 remained stable, 10 declined and seven are new entries.
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The IISc ranks 155th globally, and is the global leader in the citations per faculty (CpF) indicator,
which QS uses to evaluate the impact of the research produced by universities. It is the fastest
rising South Asian university among the top-200 universities in the QS rankings, having climbed
31 places year on year.
The IIT Bombay, which was the top Indian university in QS World University Rankings of the
previous edition, is the second best Indian institution this time and climbed five places globally to
reach the 172 rank.
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The third best Indian university is the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IITD), followed by IIT
Madras and IIT Kanpur.
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O.P. Jindal Global University is the top-ranked private institute in India, and moved up from the
701-750 ranking band to 651-700, followed by the Manipal Academy of Higher Education and
Amity University.
The IISc is the world’s top research university, achieving a perfect score of 100/100 for CpF.
The IIT in Guwahati and Roorkee and the University of Madras are also among global top-50
research institutions. However, Indian universities struggle with teaching capacity and
internationalisation. Thirty of India’s 41 ranked universities have suffered declines in the facultystudent ratio indicator with only four recording improvements.
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Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham is the best-performing local institution for the proportion of
international faculty ranking 411 globally and the Amity University is the national leader for the
proportion of international students, ranking 542 globally.
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THE FUTURES OF KARNATAKA’S PASTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

An opportunity for truth and reconciliation | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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The battle for and about Karnataka’s pasts (and present) has eclipsed all other pressing issues
related to the crippling learning deficit of the two COVID-19 years, the devastating effects on the
economy, the urgency of dealing with the gravest health crisis of the recent past, and the
looming threat of climate change. The battle is being fought on two levels: assorted groups of
majoritarian mobs, religious heads, writers, and politicians are ‘reclaiming’ historical sites and
structures. The principle that is emerging is an adaptation of ‘Show me the person, and I will
show you the law’. It is “show me a Muslim structure and I will find you a ‘Hindu’ past”.
Just as the word ‘encounter’ became synonymous with unlawful killings of suspects by police,
the word ‘survey’ has entered our lexicon carrying the pernicious threat of demolition. Not only
has a claim now been made on Masjid-e-Ala in Srirangapatnam, constructed by Tipu in 1786-87,
but Lingayat mathadishas of northern Karnataka have now petitioned Karnataka Chief Minister
B.S. Bommai to conduct a ‘survey’ of the Peer Pasha Bangla in Basavakalyan in Bidar district,
claiming it is the seat of the original anubhava mantapa of the 12th century convened by
Basaveshwara.
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Also read | No need to look for shivlings in mosques daily, says Mohan Bhagwat
Likewise, a ‘survey’ has been demanded of the Assayed Adbullahil Madani mosque at Malali,
Mangaluru, to establish its ‘Hindu’ origins. The Chief Minister has shown his willingness to
concede these demands.
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The second level of the battle has appeared in the form of the recently ‘rewritten’ textbooks,
related to social sciences and Kannada. Here too, the principal goal is a control of the narrative
of the Karnataka past, and an erasure of recent achievements (e.g. Karnataka’s hard fought and
won struggles for social justice in the last five decades). It need not surprise us that the demand
for textbook rewriting was first triggered by the ‘beleagured’ Brahmin (represented by the
Karnataka State Brahmin Development Board). The Rohit Chakrathirtha committee has obliged
by replacing certain texts and authors, and rewriting parts of the social science books to undo
the ‘hurt sentiment’. But unlike the Muslim structures which have been targeted for attack, for
which there can now only be an appeal to the law, the textbook revisions have seen an
unanticipated range of responses that the Bommai government will not be able to so tidily
resolve.
There is an anguished cry from writers such as Devanur Mahadeva, who represents the most
innovative and complex in Kannada writing, that they be dropped from the new textbooks. Six
other writers have followed suit. They will not resort to book burning or tearing to make their
point, but have made dignified pleas to be dropped from a text which now features K.B.
Hedgewar’s speech translated into Kannada as ‘Nijavada Adarsha Purusha Yaaragabeku?
(Who should be an ideal role model’). What is their objection? Not just to the fact that a
translation, of a rather preachy speech, has been chosen over other fine and thoughtful original
pieces of Kannada literature. Their objection is also to the homogeneity of the newly included
authors, which undoes the achievements of the more inclusive Kannada literary sphere over the
last five decades.
Objections to the ‘rewriting’ of the history sections have also been rich and varied. For one, a
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leading mathadisha, Panditaradhya Swami of Sanehalli, well known for his own support of, and
interest in, theatre and literature, has objected to the new portrayal of Basava as a ‘reformer’ of
an existing Veersaivism, rather than as the founder of the Lingayat religion that represented
opposition to the Brahminical order and its practices. The long-standing battle on
Lingayat\Veerasaiva origins had culminated in the demand for a separate religion in 2017, a
movement that was successfully snuffed out by the Union government. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the then Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa also began the parallel task of cohering
Basava’s Anubhava Mantapa (which is being redeveloped) to ‘Sanatana Pragatipara’, a
progressive Hinduism. There was only a weak outcry among Karnataka writers and intellectuals
at the time. Do Panditaradhya Swami’s objections now represent possible fissures between
orange and saffron in Karnataka?
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Not quite. Perhaps as a balancing act, Education Minister B.C. Nagesh was seen respectfully
presenting copies of the new textbooks to the head of the powerful Adi Chunchungiri (Vokkaliga)
matha, Nirmalananda Swamiji, for his approval. This followed Vokkaliga outrage against
Chakrtirtha’s disrespectful take on the State poet Kuvempu’s nada geethe (now the State song).
Kuvempu, a Jnanpith Award winning litterateur, has been ‘owned’ by the Vokkaligas, for some
time now.
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What then is the future of Karnataka’s heritage? At a time when information is freely and
abundantly available, can the textbook be a purveyor of information alone? At a time when
chaos and disruption are our lot, should students not be taught the rudiments of a historical
temper instead? That history is neither about celebrating the glory of (mostly) heroes, or
avenging real and imagined ‘historical wounds’ but an argument about the past, based on
thoughtful and critical interpretation of facts? At the same time, do those who have been denied
a past — tribals, women, Dalits — not deserve to interpret a historical method that has excluded
them?
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I use the word interpretation deliberately since all arguments for textbook change have
emphasised ‘true facts’. Thus, even those who vilify Tipu Sultan, Chakratirtha included, have to
admit that he made donations to, and is remembered for, his protection of the Sringeri matha
from Maratha marauders. Our children deserve to know how to interpret such facts, alongside
the more troubling legacies of his reign. First, all of the Indian past is not about religious clashes
between ‘Hinduism’ and Islam. A lot else was happening: our students need to know why Tipu is
acknowledged as a restless moderniser, why he was considered among the most valiant of 18th
century rulers who fought the British, but also when and how he was turned into a ‘tyrant’. What
does the rich symbolism of Tipu’s court — his obsessive use of the tiger stripe for instance —
and indeed his adoption of Persian as the official language tell us about the quest for legitimacy?
What does his collection of books tell us? What do we make of the technological innovations of
his time? They also need to know why he is remembered as responsible for conversions, and
oppression, particularly of his enemies. Why did he support some non-Muslim religious people
and institutions and not others? All this involves historical thinking, not imbibing of ‘facts’ that
produce either pride or hatred.
Second, if we must talk about religious clashes in the past, let us be all inclusive, and talk about
the bloody clashes between Saivas, Veerasaivas, and Jains, especially in the medieval period.
For this, there is interesting material and literary evidence. Hero Stones (vira kallu) at Haveri, for
example, and the reliefs and inscriptions on the Someshwara temple there, clearly depict the
vanquishing of the Jains and destruction of Jain temples by the Veerasaivas. At other times,
Jain temples were simply taken over and reused as Veerasaiva shrines. The countryside is
replete with such examples.
Karnataka has valuable resources with which to begin this conversation among students,
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teaching them to think about both co-operation and conflict, syncretism and dogmatism, in the
past, as much as in our present. And yes, religion is, as the well-known historian Ranajit Guha
noted, among the richest archives in India. Should we squander these resources to uphold some
impoverished idea of religious nationalism? Instead, we need to ask, like the educationist
Krishna Kumar: is there a way of being Indian that is not nationalist, not producing pride, envy or
hatred, but understanding and inclusivity, and tolerance for difference? I believe Karnataka’s rich
heritage offers this unique opportunity for both truth and reconciliation.
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Janaki Nair was Professor at the Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University until
retirement in 2020
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Date : 2022-06-12

NEW NORMS FOR CELEBRITY ENDORSEMENTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India

The government has tightened norms for endorsers, including celebrities and sportspersons, as
they are now required to make material connection disclosures and undertake due diligence
while doing advertisements.
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According to new guidelines released by the Consumer Affairs Ministry on Friday, endorsements
must reflect the honest opinions, belief or experience of the endorsers. The endorsers have to
make material connection disclosures and failing to do so will attract penalty under the
Consumer Protection Act (CPA). Material disclosures mean any relationship that materially
affects the weight or credibility of any endorsement which a reasonable consumer would not
expect.
“If there exists a connection between the endorser and the trader, manufacturer or advertiser of
the endorsed product that might materially affect the value or credibility of the endorsement and
the connection is not reasonably expected by the audience, such connection shall be fully
disclosed in making the endorsement," the guidelines said.
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Violation of these guidelines will attract a penalty of Rs. 10 lakh for the first offence and Rs. 50
lakh for the subsequent offence, under the CPA. The new guidelines “Prevention of misleading
advertisements and necessary due diligence for endorsement of advertisements”, which came
into effect on June 10, 2022, have been issued to prevent misleading advertisements.
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Date : 2022-06-14

THE INFLUENZA PANDEMIC AND ‘NATIONS WITHIN A
NATION’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

‘The findings also bring useful insights for transnational organisations’ | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto
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Few questions in business and public policy are as complex as the question of how to save
lives. Lives matter, not only of those who are fortunate to live in more developed regions, but
also of those who live in less developed regions. Many governments around the world struggle
to address the problem of inequity in access to life-saving products such as vaccines. The
struggle becomes even more complex when there is a sudden increase in demand for such lifesaving products, for example, during a pandemic. When there is a sudden increase in demand
for life-saving products (e.g., flu vaccines during the 2009-10 H1N1 pandemic), how do firms
respond across the more versus less developed regions within a nation? Why might foreign
incumbents and rival domestic firms respond differently?
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To answer such intricate questions, it is crucial to first understand the sources of competitive
advantage under normal conditions, i.e., in the absence of the pandemic. Product demand is
central to the development of capabilities and the resources of firms as it incentivises their
engagement in the high-fixed-cost research and development activities required to produce lifesaving products such as vaccines. Typically, in developing economies, relatively muted demand
for prophylactic products (i.e., products for which consumer pays now for some uncertain
benefits in future) due to lower disposable income and present bias serves as a disincentive for
domestic firms as they fear they may not sell enough vaccines at a price sufficient to recover
their costs. In contrast, large foreign multinationals (henceforth MNEs) originating from
developed economies can still generate additional economic returns by selling their products in
developing economies so long as they can recover the variable costs of their products.
Therefore, ceteris paribus, greater demand for prophylactic products in developed economies
relative to developing economies enable MNEs from developed economies to become dominant
incumbents in prophylactic product markets in developing economies.
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However, sudden disease outbreaks can bring unanticipated changes in the business
environment that could give rise to within-country spatial heterogeneity in business opportunities
and challenges for MNEs and domestic firms. It is not straightforward to predict how these
different kinds of firms will strategically respond to such changes. On the one hand, incumbent
MNEs may be in a better position to leverage their global scale and reinforce their market
dominance across regions within a nation.
On the other hand, however, MNEs may face greater opportunity costs in serving the
underdeveloped regions under a condition when there is a spike in global demand. Not only
capacity constraints but also opportunity costs of different kinds of firms may limit the extent to
which additional product supplies can be distributed across various regions in response to the
sudden increase in pandemic-induced demand. Therefore, in a recent paper (Adbi, Chatterjee,
Mishra, 2022) published in Management Science, we carefully investigate how MNEs and
domestic firms respond in different local markets to a global demand shock.
Our research analytically leverages the 2009-10 H1N1 influenza pandemic as a source of a
sudden increase in global demand for flu vaccines. In the wake of this demand increase, we
examine how subnational heterogeneity in health-care infrastructure and political alignment
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between the federal/ central and regional governments in India influence the market share and
revenues of MNEs and domestic firms in the influenza vaccine market relative to non-influenza
vaccine markets.
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We find strong evidence of a decline in the market share of MNEs in regions on an average.
Intriguingly, however, the market share of MNEs fell much more in regions low in per capita
public health expenditures and a lack of political alignment between federal-regional
governments. It was not as if the revenues of MNEs decreased. The revenues of MNEs
increased post pandemic, as one would expect should happen in the wake of a pandemicinduced sudden demand increase. The market entry of de alio domestic firms (that were selling
other vaccines) was the core driver of the erosion of the market share of MNEs following the
pandemic. Unlike domestic firms, foreign firms did not enter the influenza vaccine market or
expand in underdeveloped regions.
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In sum, our findings demonstrate that direct costs and opportunity costs are two defining
features that can lead to heterogeneity across regions within a nation in the choice sets of
foreign and domestic firms. Our findings directly speak to the tensions, which policymakers
across several developing economies face; that is, the complex challenge of attracting foreign
firms to supply vaccines while also seeking self-sufficiency in domestic vaccine production. The
findings of our research enable identifying what type of regions within a nation may require
additional policy support to attract different kinds of firms to deliver life-saving products. To
encourage the capability development of domestic firms in markets with positive externalities
(such as vaccines), policymakers can award advance market commitments to reduce demand
uncertainty for firms.
We propose that making such awards contingent on distribution to underdeveloped regions
could be a vital step toward incentivising managers of both foreign and domestic firms in
considering the dual imperatives of innovation and inclusion.
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Our findings also bring useful insights for transnational organisations (e.g., the World Health
Organization, the Gates Foundation, GAVI). Typically, transnational organisations use the
country’s per capita income as the cut-off line to determine a country’s eligibility to receive
vaccine donations. While this criterion is a less controversial heuristic, an underdeveloped
region within a nation, made worse by the lack of health infrastructure and the lack of political
alignment between federal and regional governments, may deserve additional attention during
pandemics. Given the subnational heterogeneity within large developing economies, rather than
classifying an entire nation as ineligible for vaccine donations, recognising how different
subnational regions may fare in health infrastructure and political alignment may lead to a more
equitable allocation of supplies for managing the challenges stemming from competitive
dynamics in the wake of a pandemic.
Arzi Adbi is Assistant Professor, Strategy and Policy, National University of Singapore Business
School; Chirantan Chatterjee is Reader in Economics of Innovation, Science Policy Research
Unit, University of Sussex Business School, U.K.; Anant Mishra is Associate Professor, Supply
Chain and Operations, Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota, U.S.
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THE WAY TO END CHILD MARRIAGE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A scene from a wedding. | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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Since child marriage is rampant in India, will increasing the age of marriage of women solve this
issue? The increase in age of marriage is claimed to bring substantive benefits at the individual
and societal levels. Is this claim true? Data from the recently released National Family Health
Survey-5 (NFHS-5), 2019-2021, enables us to examine the facts.
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Several empirical studies from South Asia establish a significant association between early
marriage and adverse health and educational outcomes of women and their children.
Specifically, studies associate early marriage of women with early pregnancy, lower likelihood of
accessing ante-natal care, higher risks of maternal morbidity and mortality, poor nutritional
status of women and poor nutritional and educational outcomes of children. These studies seem
to provide a rather compelling case for increasing the age of marriage of women from 18 to 21
years, as a delayed marriage might offer significant public health dividends.
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But a closer reading of the evidence shows that the association between child marriage and
adverse health outcomes does not emerge in a vacuum. Rather, it is abetted by structural
factors, including social norms, poverty, and women’s education. It is because of social norms in
many regions and cultures that parents begin preparations for a girl’s marriage once she has
reached menarche. Equally, a large proportion of child marriages take place primarily because
of poverty and the burden of the huge costs of dowry associated with delayed marriages. These
factors curtail a girl’s opportunities to continue her education. And in turn, the lack of educational
opportunities plays an important role in facilitating child marriage.
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So, what matters more: the age of marriage or the factors that facilitate child marriage? Stated
differently, does a woman’s age at marriage matter in itself, independent of education or
poverty? It is in this context that the NFHS-5 data become salient. NFHS-5 data show that about
25% of women aged 18-29 years married before the legal marriageable age of 18. The
proportion has declined only marginally from NFHS-4 (28%). Expectedly, the prevalence is
higher in rural than urban India (28% and 17%, respectively). West Bengal has the highest
prevalence (42%), followed by Bihar and Tripura (40% each). Oddly, the decline in child
marriage has been paltry at best in these high-prevalence States. At the other end of the
spectrum are Goa, Himachal Pradesh and Kerala (6% to 7%).
If we look at the data community-wise, 39% of child marriages in India take place among
Adivasis and Dalits. The share of advantaged social groups is 17% and the remaining share is
of Other Backward Classes. In terms of household wealth, 58% of these marriages take place
among the poorest wealth groups (bottom 40%), about 40% of them take place among the
middle 50% and only 2% of them take place among the top 10% of wealth groups. Only 4% of
child marriages in India take place among women who have completed more than 12 years of
education. Thus, the data confirm that a significant proportion of child marriages takes place
among women with less than 12 years of schooling and households that are socially and
economically disadvantaged.
Also read | Child rights groups oppose raising marriage age of women
Since child marriage is substantially lower among women with a higher level of schooling, it
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would be interesting to know whether an increase in years of schooling necessarily increases
the age at marriage. Expectedly, the average age at marriage increases from 17 years among
women who are illiterate and have had up to five years of schooling to 22 years among women
who have had more than 12 years of schooling. This indicates that an increase in years of
schooling goes hand in hand with an increase in age at marriage. While an increase in
education is most likely to delay marriage, the increase in age at marriage may or may not
increase women’s education.
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Since the Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021, fixes 21 years as the
marriageable age for women, we examine whether a mere increase in age at marriage without
an increase in education bestows women with better nutritional outcomes. While 27% of illiterate
women who married before 18 years are underweight (Body Mass Index below 18.5), the
proportion is 24% for illiterate women who married at the age of 21 years. A high proportion
(64%) of illiterate women are anaemic, in terms of iron deficiency, irrespective of their difference
in age at marriage. In terms of the gap between marriage and first pregnancy, it is surprisingly
2.5 years among the former and 1.6 years among the latter. However, the former give birth to a
higher number of children (2.4), on average, than the latter (1.4).
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Women with 12 years of schooling married before 18 years and at 21 years have hardly any
difference in underweight prevalence (14% and 13%, respectively). In iron deficiency anaemia,
the prevalence is only marginally higher (54%) among the former than the latter (50%). The gap
between marriage and first pregnancy is higher among the former (2.6 years) than among the
latter (1.7 years), though the latter have fewer number of children (1 child on average) than the
former (1.6). A cross comparison between women who have had more than 12 years of
schooling but were married before 18 years and women with secondary education but married at
21 years also underlines the importance of education. While underweight prevalence is almost
equal among both, anaemia is marginally higher among the latter. The broad pattern emerges in
other indicators as well.
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To sum up, the health dividend emanating from women’s increased age at marriage is not
imminent. Increasing the age of marriage without a commensurate improvement in women’s
education is least likely to yield better health and nutritional outcomes. Instead, it might
adversely impact the poor and illiterate. The fact that about one-fourth of women (18-29 years)
in India have married before 18 years despite the law tells us that legally increasing the age of
marriage may not fully prevent child marriages. By contrast, much of the benefits can be reaped
by ensuring that women complete education at least up to 12 years. The case of Bangladesh
shows that improving women’s education and imparting modern skills to them that increase their
employability reduces child marriage and improves health and nutrition. Also, schemes which
ease the financial burden of marriage but the eligibility criteria of which should essentially link to
educational attainment in addition to age demand attention. The lessons from Janani Suraksha
Yojana and the zeal demonstrated in ending open defecation might provide valid insights here.
Educating women is important for their personal freedom, social well being and contributes to
human development. A legalistic approach to increasing the age at marriage will produce
positive results only if it leads to an improvement in women’s education and skill acquisition for
employability. In the absence of an enhancement in women’s schooling or skills, a legalistic
approach to ending child marriage might become counterproductive.
Sunny Jose is RBI Chair Professor at Council for Social Development, Hyderabad, and Mohd
Imran Khan is Assistant Professor of Economics at Narsee Monjee Institute of Management
Studies, Mumbai. Views are personal
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MALNUTRITION IN INDIA IS A WORRY IN A MODERN
SCENARIO
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

‘There is a greater need now to increase investment in women and children’s health and
nutrition’ | Photo Credit: K.K. MUSTAFAH
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Good nutrition has the power to empower the present and future generations. India’s greatest
national treasure is its people — especially women and children — but even after 75 years of
independence, a majority of them do not get the required diet to meet their nutritional needs. A
child’s nutritional status is directly linked to their mother. Poor nutrition among pregnant women
affects the nutritional status of the child and has a greater chance to affect future generations.
Undernourished children are at risk of under-performing in studies and have limited job
prospects. This vicious cycle restrains the development of the country, whose workforce,
affected mentally and physically, has reduced work capacity.
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While there has been some progress in tackling malnutrition among children and women over
the past decade, the improvement has been modest at best. This is despite declining rates of
poverty, increased self-sufficiency in food production, and the implementation of a range of
government programmes. The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) has shown marginal
improvement in different nutrition indicators, indicating that the pace of progress is slow.
Children in several States are more undernourished now than they were five years ago.
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While there was some reduction in stunting rates (35.5% from 38.4% in NFHS-4) 13 States or
Union Territories have seen an increase in stunted children since NFHS-4; this includes Gujarat,
Maharashtra, West Bengal and Kerala. (Stunting is defined as low height-for-age.) Malnutrition
trends across NFHS surveys show that wasting, the most visible and life-threatening form of
malnutrition, has either risen or has remained stagnant over the years (Wasting is defined as low
weight-for-height).
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India also has the highest prevalence of anaemia in the world (Anaemia is defined as the
condition in which the number of red blood cells or the haemoglobin concentration within them is
lower than normal). The NFHS-5 survey indicates that more than 57% of women (15-49 years)
and over 67% children (six-59 months) suffer from anaemia. My home State, Assam, is among
the low-performing States, with a huge burden of anaemic cases — 66.4% of women (15-49
years) and 68.4% children (6-59 months) are affected. It is imperative to introspect about these
problems, which remain persistent, pervasive, and serious. Anaemia has major consequences in
terms of human health and development: it reduces the work capacity of individuals, in turn
impacting the economy and overall national growth. Developing countries lose up to 4.05% in
GDP per annum due to iron deficiency anaemia; India loses up to 1.18% of GDP annually.
There is a greater need now to increase investment in women and children’s health and nutrition
to ensure their sustainable development and improved quality of life. While the Government’s
focus has been on the consolidation of several programmes to improve outcomes, there is a
need for increased financial commitment. Experts have pointed out that Saksham Anganwadi
and the Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN) 2.0
programme have seen only a marginal increase in budgetary allocation this year (20,263 crore
from 20,105 crore in 2021-22). Additionally, 32% of funds released under POSHAN Abhiyaan to
States and Union Territories have not been utilised.
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India must adopt an outcome-oriented approach on nutrition programmes. It is crucial that
parliamentarians begin monitoring needs and interventions in their constituencies and raise
awareness on the issues, impact, and solutions to address the challenges at the local level.
There has to be direct engagement with nutritionally vulnerable groups (this includes the elderly,
pregnant women, those with special needs and young children), and contribute toward ensuring
last-mile delivery of key nutrition services and interventions. This will ensure greater awareness
on the one hand and proper planning and implementation of programmes at the grass-roots
level on the other, which can then be replicated at the district and national levels.
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With basic education and general awareness, every individual is informed, takes initiatives at the
personal level and can become an agent of change. Various studies highlight a strong link
between mothers’ education and improved access and compliance with nutrition interventions
among children. We must ensure our young population has a competitive advantage; nutrition
and health are foundational to that outcome.
I strongly believe that there should be a process to monitor and evaluate programmes and
address systemic and on the ground challenges. As a policymaker, I recommend that a new or
existing committee or the relevant standing committees meet and deliberate over effective policy
decisions, monitor the implementation of schemes, and review nutritional status across States.
The country’s response to malnutrition and its growing anaemia burden should be practical and
innovative. This is critical to make an India that is malnutrition-free and anaemia-free a reality,
and not just an aspiration. Every one is a stakeholder and should contribute towards ending
malnutrition and anaemia. We should not become part of a tragedy that is preventable.
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Gaurav Gogoi is Member of Parliament (Congress party) for Kaliabor, Assam
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PM TO LAUNCH HISTORIC TORCH RELAY FOR 44TH
CHESS OLYMPIAD ON 19TH JUNE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch the historic torch relay for the 44th Chess
Olympiad on 19th June at 5 PM at Indira Gandhi Stadium, New Delhi. He will also address the
gathering on the occasion.
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This year, for the very first time, the International Chess Body, FIDE, has instituted the Chess
Olympiad Torch that is part of Olympic tradition, but was never done in the Chess Olympiad.
India will be the first-ever country to have the Chess Olympiad Torch Relay. Notably, taking the
Indian roots of Chess to a greater height, this tradition of Torch Relay for the Chess Olympiad
will henceforth always begin in India and travel across all continents before reaching the host
country.
FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich will hand over the torch to Prime Minister, who in turn will
hand it over to Grandmaster Vishwanathan Anand. This torch will then be taken to 75 cities in a
span of 40 days before the final culmination at Mahabalipuram near Chennai. At every location,
chess grandmasters of the state will receive the torch.
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The 44th Chess Olympiad will be held in Chennai from July 28 to August 10, 2022. The
prestigious competition, which has been organised since 1927, is being hosted in India for the
first time and in Asia after 30 years. With 189 countries participating, this will be the largest
participation in any Chess Olympiad.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch the historic torch relay for the 44th Chess
Olympiad on 19th June at 5 PM at Indira Gandhi Stadium, New Delhi. He will also address the
gathering on the occasion.

cr

This year, for the very first time, the International Chess Body, FIDE, has instituted the Chess
Olympiad Torch that is part of Olympic tradition, but was never done in the Chess Olympiad.
India will be the first-ever country to have the Chess Olympiad Torch Relay. Notably, taking the
Indian roots of Chess to a greater height, this tradition of Torch Relay for the Chess Olympiad
will henceforth always begin in India and travel across all continents before reaching the host
country.
FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich will hand over the torch to Prime Minister, who in turn will
hand it over to Grandmaster Vishwanathan Anand. This torch will then be taken to 75 cities in a
span of 40 days before the final culmination at Mahabalipuram near Chennai. At every location,
chess grandmasters of the state will receive the torch.
The 44th Chess Olympiad will be held in Chennai from July 28 to August 10, 2022. The
prestigious competition, which has been organised since 1927, is being hosted in India for the
first time and in Asia after 30 years. With 189 countries participating, this will be the largest
participation in any Chess Olympiad.
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‘MUSLIM GIRL ABOVE 15 YEARS CAN MARRY’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Punjab and Haryana High Court has held that a Muslim girl above 15 years of age is
competent to enter into a contract of marriage with a person of her choice.

m

Justice Jasjit Singh Bedi’s assertion came during a petition filed by a Muslim couple, who fell in
love and solemnised their marriage on June 6, 2022, as per Muslim rites and ceremonies. Both
the petitioners in Punjab’s Pathankot had approached the High Court seeking protection of life
and liberty from the respondents, including family members.
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Competent to marry

Pointing out that the marriage of a Muslim girl is governed by the Muslim personal law, Justice
Singh stated, “...As per Article 195 from the book Principles of Mohammedan Law by Sir
Dinshah Fardunji Mulla, the petitioner No. 2 (girl) being over 16 years of age was competent to
enter into a contract of marriage with a person of her choice. Petitioner No. 1 (boy) is stated to
be more than 21 years of age. Thus, both the petitioners are of marriageable age as envisaged
by the Muslim Personal Law.”
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Address apprehension

IA

In his order on June 13, Justice Singh, however, pointed out that the issue in the case was not
with regard to the validity of the marriage but to address the apprehension raised by the
petitioners of danger to their life and liberty at the hands of the private respondents and to
provide them protection. He directed the Senior Superintendent of Police, Pathankot, to decide
the representation of the petitioners and take necessary action as per law.

“...The court cannot shut its eyes to the fact that the apprehension of the petitioners needs to be
addressed. Merely because the petitioners have got married against the wishes of their family
members, they cannot possibly be deprived of the fundamental rights,” Justice Singh said.

cr

The petitioner’s counsel contended that in Muslim law, puberty and majority were one and the
same and that there was a presumption that a person attained majority at the age of 15 years.
Merely because the petitioners have got married against the wishes of their family members,
they cannot possibly be deprived of the fundamental rightsPunjab and Haryana HC
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The government has issued fresh surrogacy rules, making it mandatory for couples who wish to
become parents through surrogacy to buy health insurance plans for surrogate mothers.
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In a gazette notification published on 21 June, the union health ministry has described the
requirements and qualifications to run a surrogacy clinic along with the prescribed format of a
consent form, and application form for registration of a surrogacy clinic and intending couple to
avail surrogacy.
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According to the new provisions, the intending couples will need to purchase a general health
insurance cover in favour of a surrogate mother for a period of 36 months from an insurance
company or an agent recognized by the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of
India (Irdai) for an amount which is sufficient to cover all expenses for all complications arising
out of pregnancy and also covering postpartum delivery complications.
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As per the Surrogacy Regulation Act 2021, insurance means an arrangement by which a
company, individual or intending couple undertakes to provide a guarantee of compensation for
medical expenses, health issues, specified loss, damage, illness or death of a surrogate mother
and such other prescribed expenses incurred on such surrogate mother during the process of
surrogacy.
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“The government has also ensured that the number of attempts of any surrogacy procedure on
the surrogate mother shall not be more than three times. A surrogate mother may be allowed for
abortion during the process of surrogacy in accordance with the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act, 1971 in case of any complication as advised by the doctors," it said.
Every private surrogacy clinic has to file an application for registration with a fee of 2 lakh which
is non-refundable. However, facilities under government-run institutes are exempt from such
fees.
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“A copy of the certificate of registration shall be displayed by the registered surrogacy clinic at a
conspicuous place at its place of business. Surrogacy clinics shall have at least one
gynaecologist, one anaesthetist, one embryologist and one counselor," stated the notification.
“Surrogacy has a lot of dimensions. The couple should be married for more than five years. It is
an outstanding move which will help the women undergoing surrogacy. Globally One in six
couples have difficulty in conceiving such as medication, IVF and surrogacy," said Dr Archana
Dhawan Bajaj, IVF expert and director of Nurture IVF clinic in New Delhi.
“Under the Surrogacy Rules 2022, a surrogate mother has to give her consent through an
agreement for giving up all her rights over the child and shall hand over the child/children to the
intending couple, or to a Person (may be appointed by the intending couple) in case of their
separation during her pregnancy or in case of death of both, or to the survivor in case of the
death of one of intending couple during pregnancy, as soon as she is permitted to do so by the
hospital or clinic or nursing home where the child or children are delivered," said Siddharth
Malkania, a senior advocate in Delhi.
Another IVF expert, Dr Priyanka Arya at Curis Multispeciality clinic based in Nodia said that a
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health insurance cover for 36 months which includes postpartum expense for surrogate mother
is a long period as it will unnecessarily burden the intending couple.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.

m

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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GOLDEN ERA OF SANTHAL TRIBE IN INDIA NOW, SAY
COMMUNITY LEADERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Santhal community is in the spotlight after the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
nominated one of its leaders, Droupadi Murmu, for the election to the highest Constitutional post
of India.
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With chances bright for Ms. Murmu to become the first tribal person to become the President,
community members appear to be on cloud nine. Santhal is the third largest Scheduled Tribe
community in the country after Gond and Bhil.
The Santhal population is mostly distributed in Odisha, Jharkhand and West Bengal. Ms.
Murmu’s home district, Mayurbhanj, has one of the largest concentrations of the tribe. In Odisha,
Santhals are found in Keonjhar and Balasore, other than in Mayurbhanj district.
According to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research and Training Institute
(SCSTRTI), Bhubaneswar, the word Santhal is derived from two words: santha meaning calm
and peaceful and ala meaning man.
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The institute says that in the past, the Santhals had led a nomadic life. Gradually, they came to
settle down on the Chhotanagpur plateau. Towards the end of the 18th century, they migrated to
the Santhal Parganas of Bihar and then they came to Odisha. Community leaders say it is a
golden era now for Santhals in the country. If elected, Ms. Murmu will become the first tribal
woman President of India. Hemant Soren, a Santhal, is the Chief Minister of Jharkhand. Girish
Chandra Murmu, the first Lieutenant-Governor of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, is
now Comptroller and Auditor-General of India.
Mayurbhanj MP Bishweswar Tudu, a Santhal, is the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs and
Jal Shakti.
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“Their literacy rate is very high compared with that of other tribes in Odisha. If one sees in terms
of prosperity in the community, its members playing key roles in national and international
spheres, Santhals have few parallel,” SCSTRTI Director A.B. Ota said.
Santhals speak Santhali which has its own script called Ol Chiki invented by Pundit Raghunath
Murmu. Santhali in the Ol Chiki script has been included in the Eighth Schedule to the
Constitution. Ol-Chiki is the medium of instruction in many schools across the State. Santhal is a
subject for postgraduate study.
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HEAL THE NATION BEFORE HEALING THE REST OF
THE WORLD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

‘It is time to go all out to address national health-care workforce challenges’ | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto
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Bolstering health human resources has been a prime focus of many of the Union government’s
recent initiatives and policy pronouncements. The Union health Budget 2022 made handsome
appropriations for the same, much in line with the Fifteenth Finance Commission’s
recommendations which laid a conspicuous emphasis on utilising existing capacities at the
district and sub-district levels to train different cadres of health-care personnel. Much to the
ecstasy of public health advocates, the Health Ministry recently released a set of implementation
guidelines for a long over-due Indian public health cadre.
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A more recent announcement, however, raises concerns over the coherence of India’s vision
with respect to health human resources. The Centre under the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission
and the “Heal by India” initiative is reportedly developing an exhaustive online repository of all
categories of health-care professionals in the country. Though such an innovation is much
needed because of the currently fragmented nature of such data, one of its proposed primary
purposes is to aid external stakeholders, viz. foreign employers and patients in finding a right
Indian match for their respective needs. It is an atavistic return to the widely shunned principles
of liberalisation in health care, which is not only gratuitous today but also menacing.
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The concerns are legitimised by the current estimates and future projections of health manpower
in the country, which paint a not-so-salutary picture. A World Health Organization (WHO) 2020
report projected a requirement of nearly two million more doctors and nursing professionals for
India in order to attain the minimum threshold ratio of health-care professionals to the
population.
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As per a study by WHO and the Public Health Foundation of India, over and above a veritable
shortage of health-care personnel and their skewed skill-mix across a number of States, their
current pace of growth is unlikely to result in any significant improvement in the density or skillmix of health-care professionals by 2030. Such inadequacies are further compounded by the
legions of health-care professionals who remain inactive and outside the labour force. In the
face of these colossal challenges, the current measure which aims to subtly reinforce medical
tourism and worsen the out-migration of health-care professionals from the country is utterly
counter-intuitive.
In the mid-1990s, the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) aimed to create an
unprecedented scope for cross-border trade in medical and health-care services. While the
health equity implications of this neoliberal offshoot are well known and its central tenets have
been widely criticised, health care particularly in the post-COVID-19 era has been a fertile
ground for countries to project soft power — at times even at the expense of the nation’s own
health interests. A crucial distinction must always be drawn between exporting products such as
vaccines and that of health-care professionals.
While the first is characterised by a much simpler transactional math, training health-care
manpower entails large subsidies (even a fraction of which is hardly recovered through
remittances and skill transfers), thus entailing a net drain of resources from the native country.
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A similar draw on scarce national health-care resources is laid through medical tourism which is
almost always to the detriment of health equity, particularly in developing settings such as India.
The magnitude of these could be somewhat attenuated by the use of telemedicine and virtual
platforms, though the larger concerns shall persist. While neither medical tourism nor outmigration can or need to be dispensed with in their entirety, to pursue them actively when the
country is reeling under acute shortages in an aspirational decade for health care is least
warranted.

S.
co

m

It is also hard to justify an immediate need for this measure. While an online health-care
professionals repository will certainly aid foreign stakeholders in finding their right choices, there
is neither a strong demand-side desperation nor a significant supply-side scarcity preventing a
market to function well in its absence. For instance, a recruiter from a developed country willing
to hire Indian nurses and remunerate them handsomely will not be hard pressed to find suitable
candidates regardless of the assistance rendered by an online repository, and the latter would
only be marginally helpful.
Rather, it is at the national and sub-national levels that such an exhaustive and updated registry
of health-care professionals is the need of the hour, for addressing the many challenges and
disparities in health manpower availability, distribution, and skill mix. This would also come to
strongly complement measures such as an integrated public health cadre and the initiatives to
train, deploy and retain more local manpower.
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In health care, which is characterised by perennially scarce resources and a surfeit of
challenges, everything revolves around identifying the priorities right. And no amount of political
or geopolitical expediency or cultural chauvinism should be allowed to undercut national health
interests. It is time to go all out to address national health-care workforce challenges and heal
the nation before embarking on a healing cruise of the world.

ac
k

Dr. Soham D. Bhaduri is a physician, health policy expert, and chief editor of ‘The Indian
Practitioner’
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JJ ACT AMENDMENT MAY BACKFIRE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Reporting instances of abuse and cruelty by staffers or persons in-charge at child care
institutions (CCI) is not easy. While the victims themselves are unable to directly report them
due to the imbalance in power, most such crimes are reported to the police by either parents or
child rights bodies and child welfare committees (CWC).
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On the one hand, the parents of these children, who are mostly daily wage labourers, are either
unaware of how to, or not inclined to, report the crimes to the police. On the other hand, the
CWCs’ first instinct in most cases is to “talk and arrive at a settlement” without having to
escalate the matter to the police.
With the 2021 amendment to the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protections) Act making these
crimes non-cognisable along with several other serious crimes under the special law, experts
and child rights bodies have raised the alarm saying this would make reporting them to the
police even more difficult.
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“The current system of reporting crimes committed by staff at CCIs already causes delays in
registering FIRs (first information report) and sometimes FIRs not being registered at all,” Bharti
Ali of the HAQ Centre for Child Rights, an NGO in Delhi said. Bikramjeet Singh, CWC
Chairperson in Bathinda explained that once they get to know of such cases — either through
NGOs, the children or their parents — meetings were convened with the victim in the presence
of the District Child Protection Officer (DCPO), following which both the CWC and the DCPO
decided whether the matter needed to be reported to the police. “In most cases, we figure out a
way to talk to the children and solve their problems without having to file a police complaint,” he
said.
Pan-India problem

Anurag Kundu, Chairperson of the Delhi Commission for the Protection of Child Rights, added
that this was a pan-India problem, saying, “This amendment encourages such thinking and will
discourage officials from reporting such instances to the police.”
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Ms. Ali said that in some cases, NGOs or child rights activists decided to report such instances
directly to the police given that they are a cognisable offence (until the amended JJ Act is
notified). “But the police will look for someone to be made a complainant even when they can
verify the complaint and register an FIR if it is a cognisable offence,” she said.
But according to the Code of Criminal Procedure, once the crimes are rendered non-cognisable,
the police will be able to register an FIR only on the directions of a magistrate and a complainant
will first have to approach the magistrate concerned to start the process.
Ms. Ali explained that most children at CCIs whose parents are daily-wage labourers do not
want to engage with the legal process because that would force them to take time off from work,
resulting in loss of wages. “So, they are already discouraged from getting an FIR registered
because that would mean they have to appear in court. Now, if another step is added, it will
further discourage them,” she said.
Despite these circumstances, data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) show that
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since it started recording these crimes in 2017, they had risen by over 700% by 2019. The
NCRB in 2017 recorded 278 cases of crimes committed by CCI officials in-charge across India
involving 328 child victims. These cases rose to 1,968 by 2019, involving as many as 2,699 child
victims.
State Commissions for the Protection of Child Rights in Delhi, Punjab, Chandigarh, Rajasthan
and West Bengal have already publicly spoken out against the 2021 JJ Act amendment and
have even flagged it to the Union government. Moreover, the Delhi Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights has also challenged the amendment in the Supreme Court.
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Offences reclassified
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Specifically, the amendment under challenge is the one to Section 86 of the JJ Act, according to
which crimes under the special law, with punishment between three to seven years, have been
reclassified as non-cognisable. These crimes include cruelty to children by CCI staff (Section
75), employment of children for begging (Section 76), using children to smuggle or sell
intoxicating substances and narcotics (Section 78), sale and procurement of children (Section
81), exploitation of child employees (Section 79), use of children by militant or other groups for
illegal purposes (Section 83), and giving children intoxicating/psychotropic substances or
narcotics (Section 77).

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 69
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-06-27

WORRY ABOUT COVID-19 ENDEMICITY? THAT IS THE
QUESTION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A health worker administers a dose of a COVID-19 vaccine to a student at a school in Vellore.C.
Venkatachalapathy
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Has COVID-19 become endemic or not, that is the question. While the world over, the debate
rages on whether COVID-19 has reached an endemic phase, in India there seems to be broad
consensus that it has in the country, though epidemiologists might have taken various paths to
get there. Interestingly, another question, whether endemicity is significant at all in the current
context, is also cresting this wave of discussion among professionals, and might even take over
the debate in the not so near future.
Dr. Jacob John, retired Professor of virology, Christian Medical College, Vellore, says the terms
endemic and epidemic are based on patterns, and no one has attempted yet to post numbers
that could establish the stage the SARS-CoV-2 virus is at currently. However, he uses a
comparison with the numbers of the past, more a rule of thumb criteria to argue that the infection
has entered the endemic stage in India.

IA

Considering the seven-day average of cases during the peak of the epidemic, the daily numbers
have not crossed the 10% of that figure since the decline in numbers began, he points out.
Despite the rise in cases in the past few days, the number has remained below 10% of the
seven-day average of cases during the peak of Omicron, Dr. John says.
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“If you look at Bharat COVID-19 or World-o-meter, the disturbances in the flat line since the drop
have been very minor,” he says, adding that similar to what happens in an epidemic, the
numbers have been going up only in certain cities in Maharashtra, Kerala, Delhi and Tamil
Nadu. “It is still virtually a flat line.” Even when a disease is in the endemic stage, there can be
seasonal outbreaks, and the spike in cases that a few cities in India are seeing now, could be
equated to that, he reasons.
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Dr. Chandrakant Lahariya, epidemiologist and public policy and health systems specialist, treads
another path to arrive at his conclusion. Endemic and pandemic are all academic terms, not
dependent solely on scientific parameters, he says. He draws attention away from the endemicpandemic binary to a more experiential angle. “We know the extent of social and economic
impact that COVID-19 had on the world. So, I believe that the idea is for societies to agree that
the infection is an acceptable risk, as some countries are already doing so, despite the numbers
going up. None of these countries are saying the disease is endemic, but they are saying life is
returning to normal.”
Dr. Lahariya also says it is his firm belief that it is irrelevant to India to debate endemicity or not
of the virus in the country. “We should approach it from the practical position of ‘acceptable risk’
— of whether or not it is disrupting social and economic life in the country.” India has reached a
stage wherein the virus is not creating great havoc in terms of death or morbidity. “Three years
down the line, a nation could look back and mark the point of time in which it turned endemic,
but it is not logical or practical to look for these signs now,” he explains.
Individual challenge
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While he advances the view that the disease is no longer a population-level public health
challenge, but rather an individual one, and recommends that our responses change
appropriately, once again professionals are split in their opinion on this too. While Dr. Lahariya
recommends protection of the vulnerable, continued economic surveillance, tracking the
parameters (but don’t worry) and COVID-19 appropriate behaviour, he believes that the onus
has moved on to the individual, from the health system.
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“I agree with the view that endemic or not, our action right now must be linked to where we are
in terms of vaccination coverage (public health coverage), and continuing surveillance,” says Dr.
Prabhdeep Kaur, Deputy Director, ICMR- National Institute of Epidemiology, Chennai. “This
virus is fascinating in terms of its evolution, it keeps springing surprises on us. It is not like
anything we have read in our textbooks.”
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At present, she says, COVID-19 does not conform to the textbook definition — by being present
all over the world, though it waxes and wanes. That is probably why, she reasons,
epidemiologists find themselves ranged on different points of the endemicity spectrum.
“The point is if we know that a disease in a community is present at a certain level, we do not
have to react to it. There are different thresholds for different diseases and they also may be
seasonal thresholds, but we have not been able to establish the threshold for COVID-19,
because of several reasons – including changing practices for testing and surveillance. At the
moment we have to calibrate when we have to launch an outbreak-like response,” she adds.
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COVID will continue to remain a disease of importance that has the ability to cause outbreaks,
Dr. Kaur explains, listing why she believes vaccination should continue to be a public health
activity.
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If we fail to do this, there is potential to cause great damage in terms of mortality and morbidity.
Dr. John says: “Somehow vaccination in India seems to have lost steam along the way. People
are now asking why vaccinate when the peak is over. And as far as the government goes, the
outreach and public education activity on why a booster dose is required, has not been
sufficient. There is a difference between individual vaccine for averting risk, and a populationbased vaccine. We still have to focus on the latter.”
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REWRITING ‘OLD HISTORY’ FOR A NEW INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

‘The proposed changes to the history textbooks fit within the larger narrative of this government’
| Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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Recent investigative reports ( The Indian Express, June 19-22, 2022) bring to light proposals for
deletions and changes to school textbooks across the board. The aim, purportedly, is to reduce
the load on school students who have suffered a loss of learning due to extended shutdowns
during the novel coronavirus pandemic. However, the changes made in the history textbooks
specifically target certain areas of India’s past and will result in an ideological shift in history
teaching at the school level.
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The Government is currently undertaking a series of curricular changes. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Youth and Sports recently tabled its
Report on the Reforms in Content and Design of School Text books (November 30, 2021). The
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is already in the process of
formulating the new National Curricular Framework, which will direct the syllabi of central and
State educational boards. At the heart of this process is the rewriting of school textbooks. The
Report of the Parliamentary Committee notes right at the beginning that, ‘School Textbooks, in
our educational system, remain the easiest way of sharing a single narrative across millions of
students through the multitude of diversity that defines our country’.
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In the tabled report, the discussions in the NCERT and the public statements by members of the
ruling establishment, there is an overwhelming emphasis on the need to rewrite history
textbooks, to remove ‘un-historical facts and distortions about national heroes’. This is not
surprising in itself, since history is at the heart of the political discourse today. The majoritarian
political rhetoric rides on the vilification of the Muslims of India as ‘outsiders’ and ‘invaders’. The
real story of India, it argues, lies in the ancient period, which is imagined as the glorious Hindu
past. Violence — through invasions, battles and bloodshed — is seen as the prime medium of
change. The victorious, masculine hero is celebrated, and defeat is seen as an ignominious
emasculation. This history focuses on heroes and kings, rulers and armies, even though the
craft of history writing has long moved beyond this kind of understanding. However, the
suggested changes look to enshrine this as the dominant perspective in history textbooks.
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This raises two points of concern:

One, this is a limited and unimaginative approach to school education in general and history
education in particular. The discussions, especially in the tabled report suggest that the use of
audio-visual resources and digital content through QR codes would make school textbooks
interesting for students. Such changes are welcome. But these are pedagogic techniques,
carriers of content. It is when the students are challenged in the realm of ideas that education
becomes more engaging and a meaningful vehicle of change.
Two, this narrative makes a demand upon students to suspend critical thinking about the world
around them and reduces the past to statist and static in their imagination. For example, there is
a proposal to delete the description of some of the practices of Akbar’s court. These include the
translation of Sanskrit texts such as the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Rajatarangini into
Persian, Akbar’s engagement with diverse social and religious practices in the empire, and a
section on the emergence of composite architectural traditions.
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Akbar’s armies built a grand empire, stretching from Kashmir to the Deccan, from Kabul to
Bengal. His court saw an assemblage of administrators, military commanders, the learned and
the gifted from regions across India, and from central and west Asia. The administrative culture
of the empire and its language of politics emerged out of the engagements and dissensions in
the courtly space.
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The traditions of the Mughal court influenced the political culture of kingdoms across the
subcontinent. If you have ever wondered about the mélange that is our modern Indian
languages, or about the cusped arches on houses and temples in villages and small towns, the
answer is not that the Mughal armies marched through these areas. Different traditions, courtly
and popular, interacted to produce new political, social and cultural forms. These populate our
everyday practices, rituals and traditions, languages and food, artistic sensibilities and so on.
However, this sense of history — as fluid, fractious and dynamic — is lost when Akbar is
presented only as an emperor who won battles.
Akbar is just one example. The proposed changes in textbooks censor out the diversity in our
past, and reduce the space for exploring other histories, like that of inequality — whether of
caste or gender, or stories of challenges to hegemonic orders. By posing the history of India as
a glory tale, it curtails the possibilities of asking questions of it.
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The proposed changes to the history textbooks fit within the larger narrative of this government.
In a recent speech at the Delhi University, the Home Minister declared that since 2014, a ‘New
India’ is being crafted. This New India needs a new history. However, this new history makes
villains of some communities and privileges a fragmented historical narrative which is subject to
the demands of community sentiments.
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In 1947, when India was emerging from the shadows of colonialism, Indian historians were
faced with the question of their role in this nation in the making. In his Presidential address to the
Indian History Congress in December 1947, four months after Independence and in midst of the
events of Partition, Mohammad Habib asked the historians of the newly independent India to
write histories which would create a ‘national community’, one which rose above all differences
of community and caste, where citizens were to be subject to national laws. His address was
both poignant and prophetic.
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Habib’s words ring out strongly today, when as citizens we see the very idea of the Indian nation
being redefined, its Constitution challenged. They ring out even more strongly as history
becomes the main battleground where this new idea of the nation is being manufactured, literally
by the sword and the bulldozer, through blood and tears.
The stories of India’s past are complex and diverse. It is unjust to fit it into simple accounts of
golden and dark ages, of great and bad men, of remembered and imagined hurts. The proposed
rewriting of the history textbook seeks to raise future generations of Indians on ahistorical ideas
and a unity premised on falsehoods.
Anubhuti Maurya teaches history at the Department of History and Archaeology, Shiv Nadar
University

Our code of editorial values
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

Page 73

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 74
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-06-28

KARNATAKA TO MAKE 8 CHANGES IN TEXTBOOKS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The textbooks will now also include the achievements of the Surapura Naikas to assuage the
“hurt feelings” of Lingayat, Vokkaliga and Naika communities.
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A lesson on Bhakti and Sufi saints, including passages on Purandaradasa and Kanakadasa, will
be added in the Class VII Social Science textbook, the notification said.
However, there is no clarity on how the passage on 12th-century reformer Basaveshwara will be
edited.

Our code of editorial values

S.
co

The changes to the revised textbooks will be brought out in the form of a booklet and issued
across schools as the revised textbooks have already been distributed.
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It has set the feminist movement back and with it the world’s march towards the emancipation of
women and their rights
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Anywhere in the world, there is nothing more joyful than news of the arrival of a baby. Despite all
the suffering, disease and death across the planet, the birth of a child signifies hope for the
future of not just the family, but for all of humankind. Therefore, many believe that killing a child
in the womb by means of abortion is wilful murder. It is a choice that does not come easy. It is a
choice born of desperation, often causing severe distress and sometimes even medical
complications.
But this is a choice that women and their families exercise only when it is an absolute
imperative. Voluntary motherhood, as some call this idea of a woman’s right to contraception or
abortion, is not just a bold feminist demand for equality in reproduction and work. It is indeed
about the freedom a woman must have over choices she can make about her own body.
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The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) has said that abortion can be
a medical necessity and that “the science of medicine is not subjective." There are situations
where pregnancy termination in the form of an abortion is the only medical intervention that can
preserve a woman’s health or save her life.
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The horror of a draconian anti-abortion law was highlighted in Ireland back in 2012 by the death
of Savita Halappanavar, a dentist of Indian origin who died from septicemia after her request for
an abortion was denied. Her death led to the rise of a movement that sparked reforms in that
country and the passing of its Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Bill, 2018.
Last week, after the US Supreme Court overturned its Roe vs Wade judgement of 1973 that had
enshrined a woman’s right to abortion and said that individual states could permit or restrict the
procedure as they saw fit, the US has become one of only four countries to remove protections
for legal abortion in 25 plus years.
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Human rights bodies have called restrictive abortion laws as a form of discrimination against
women. The Centre for Reproductive Health, a global human rights organization of lawyers and
advocates, says that “this decision—which abandons nearly 50 years of precedent—marks the
first time in history that the Supreme Court has taken away a fundamental right and will likely
lead to half of U.S. states immediately taking action to ban abortion outright, forcing people to
travel hundreds and thousands of miles to access abortion care or to carry pregnancies against
their will, a grave violation of their human rights."
The abortion debate often only focuses on the physiological and medical aspects of the embryo
and potential life. However, why women decide to have children or not is a social construct as
well. Women are not just embryo-bearers on whom such laws can be enforced for the state to
protect what’s seen (by some) as another life borne. An abortion ban deprives the woman of any
agency of her own. Her own body and choices become secondary to concerns of an unborn
baby. To protect a foetus, the conduct of a woman is regulated and restrained. The woman
doesn’t remain a person anymore, but only the carrier of a womb.
According to the Population Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
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Affairs, “In about two-thirds of countries, abortion was permitted when the physical or mental
health of the mother was endangered, and only in half of the countries when the pregnancy
resulted from rape or incest or in cases of foetal impairment. Only about one-third of countries
permitted abortion for economic or social reasons or on request." Fertility rates are significantly
higher in countries with restrictive abortion policies. Countries with abortion restrictions also
have much higher unsafe abortion rates and much higher levels of maternal mortality.
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The Roe decision in 1973 had meant that thousands upon thousands of teenagers in the US
had a chance to avoid early marriage and motherhood. It also helped women avoid ‘shotgun
marriages’ forced on them by unwanted pregnancies. Making abortion illegal only makes it more
unsafe. It can also fuel further stigma. Abortion policies have been relatively restrictive in
developing countries, but this ruling in one of the world’s most developed of all is a severe blow
to not just women’s rights, but to years of the feminist movement and the march towards the
emancipation of women and securing of their rights.
According to a 2021 Brookings Institute report on what economic research says about the effect
of abortion access on women’s lives, “there is a causal link between access to abortion and
whether, when, and under what circumstances women become mothers, with ripple effects
throughout their lives. Access affects their education, earnings, careers, and the subsequent life
outcomes for their children. Restricting, or outright eliminating, that access by overturning Roe v.
Wade would diminish women’s personal and economic lives, as well as the lives of their
families."

ac
k

IA

While women in the US have lost their constitutional right to abortion, India has had the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act in place since 1971. While it came into existence as a
means of birth control, it does allow women to terminate pregnancy up to 24 weeks (by an
amendment in 2021) with several caveats. Accessibility to safe and legal abortions is a crucial
requirement for women’s health. However, women in India need a doctor’s approval before
termination of pregnancy and there is still a stigma attached to the procedure, more so if the
woman is unmarried.
Rolling back the right to abortion is like rolling back modernity. Without legally accessible and
medically safe abortions, women would be in greater danger and have much harder lives. It
pushes women into an unsafe dark zone if faced with an unwanted pregnancy where forced
motherhood could alter the very trajectory of their life.
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These are the author’s personal views.
Vineeta Dwivedi teaches communication at Bhavan’s SP Jain Institute of Management and
Research.
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FROM HIGHER TO HIRE EDUCATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Higher education policy planners and regulators are busy giving shape to the digital university,
which was announced in the 2022-23 Union Budget. Though still on the drawing board, the
digital university is expected to offer any number, kind, and type of course without limits on
intake, in a hybrid or ‘physical plus digital’ mode. It proclaims to provide equitable access to
quality higher education and employability-enhancing skill development programmes to all.
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In the interim, the University Grants Commission has relaxed the norms and standards for
setting up open universities. In particular, land requirement has been reduced from 40 acres to
just five acres. This is likely to open the floodgates for private open universities. Simultaneously,
more universities are being enabled to offer courses in the distance, open and online mode,
mostly in collaboration with EdTech startups and unicorns. Some have already outsourced the
delivery of their courses to such agencies. Students are also made to complete a certain portion
of their course requirements through Massive Open Online Courses. Additionally, they can
accumulate credits at will and deposit them in their Academic Bank of Credit to be exchanged
for a degree at a later stage. Higher education in India is getting metamorphosed into ‘hire
education’. In the process, higher education is now getting delivered by for-profit entities, in
contravention of the long-held belief that education at all levels must be provided on a not-forprofit basis.
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The idea of providing higher educational opportunities in a non-formal mode is not new. Most
mainstream universities in India have been allowing students, particularly women and working
people, to learn on their own and take university exams as private candidates. Many have
performed quite well.
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The mode and medium of remote learning have, however, been changing to keep pace with
technological advancement. Broadcasts and telecasts were once regarded as game changers to
impart education remotely. They were espoused to be the cheapest way of enhancing access to
quality education. The realities belied these expectations.
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Information Communication and Entertainment technologies, augmented and virtual realities,
artificial intelligence and machine learning are being touted as technologies with immense
possibilities for transforming the delivery of education. The higher education horizon appears
densely dotted with EdTech startups and tech companies as higher education aggregators.
Technology-enabled and mediated digital learning is projected as the future of higher education.
Such learning is supposed to end face-to-face formal education — so much so that some have
already started writing the obituary of the brick-and-mortar universities. Two years of COVID-19compelled online education seems to have convinced them that in future, education, particularly
higher education, will transform into a virtual space.
Evidence of massive learning losses due to the digital divide, but primarily due to the inherent
limitations of technology, are being regarded as mere teething troubles. Sold to the idea, policy
planners and regulators are aggressively pushing the distance, open, virtual, and online modes
of education.
The EdTechs and technology companies are euphoric about these developments. The media is
already abuzz with EdTechs raising resources and enhancing capacities to capitalise on the
opportunities that these market-friendly reforms throw up. How successful and effective would
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such programmes be? No one knows. Going by the evidence, employers across the world are
generally negatively disposed towards this. Most recruiters prefer to hire those who have
graduated in face-to-face mode.
No wonder even the strongest proponents of online and virtual education feel that such
programmes be subjected to stricter oversight, tighter regulations, and rigorous processes to
ensure high standards and robust quality control. Given the fact that the quality of higher
education is inversely proportional to the intensity of regulation, designing and developing an
efficient and effective regulatory mechanism often proves more challenging than imagined.
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The open and distance mode of learning, including the latest model based on digital and virtual
delivery, often finds favour with the government due to cost considerations. It is, however, wrong
to assume that these are economical and cost-effective. To be effective, they not only require
massive capital investment in infrastructure, but also demand a significantly higher recurring
expenses on content development and their continuous updating and upgradation.
Digital delivery and technology integration in education may undoubtedly serve a useful
purpose. Higher education must indeed embrace and keep pace with the advancements in
technology. Technology can be effectively leveraged as a quality-enhancement tool. It would,
however, be a blunder to regard technology-mediated teaching-learning as an alternative to
face-to-face education. Technology can supplement and not substitute teachers.
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No world-class universities, including those with a high degree of technology integration in their
teaching and learning processes, are planning to cut down their faculty cost or their number any
time soon. On the contrary, they envision hiring more of them to attain greater excellence. India
cannot be an exception to this. Higher education is a lot more than borrowing content and
delivering them online or outsourcing content. This would render India a consumer of
knowledge. We must, instead, be focussed on exploiting our full potential to emerge as a
producer of knowledge and providers of the global workforce.
Furqan Qamar is a former Adviser (Education) in the Planning Commission. Views are personal
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION RELEASES FIRST EVER
REPORT ON PERFORMANCE GRADING INDEX FOR
DISTRICTS (PGI-D) FOR THE YEAR 2018-19 AND 201920
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSE&L), Ministry of Education today
released the Performance Grading Index for Districts (PGI-D) for 2018-19 and 2019-20which
assesses the performance of school education system at the District level by creating an index
for comprehensive analysis.
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The Indian Education System is one of the largest in the world with about 15 lakh schools, 97
lakh teachers, and nearly 26crore students from varied socio-economic backgrounds. DoSE&L
devised Performance Grading Index (PGI) for States and released report for the reference years
2017-18 to 2019-20. Based on the success of State PGI, 83-indicator based PGI for District
(PGI-D) has been designed to grade the performance of all districts in school education. The
data is filled by districts through online portal. The PGI-D is expected to help the state education
departments to identify gaps at the district level and improve their performance in a
decentralized manner. The indicator-wise PGI score shows the areas where a district needs to
improve. The PGI-D will reflect the relative performance of all the districts in a uniform scale
which encourages them to perform better.
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The PGI-D structure comprises of total weight age of 600 points across 83 indicators, which are
grouped under 6 categories viz., Outcomes, Effective Classroom Transaction, Infrastructure
Facilities & Student’s Entitlements, School Safety & Child Protection, Digital Learning and
Governance Process. These categories are further divided into 12 domains, viz., Learning
Outcomes and Quality (LO), Access Outcomes (AO), Teacher Availability and Professional
Development Outcomes (TAPDO), Learning Management (LM), Learning Enrichment Activities
(LEA), Infrastructure, Facilities, Student Entitlements (IF&SE), School Safety and Child
Protection (SS&CP), Digital Learning (DL), Funds convergence and utilization (FCV), Enhancing
CRCs Performance (CRCP), Attendance Monitoring Systems (AMS) and School Leadership
Development (SLD).
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PGI-D grades the districts into ten grades viz., Highest achievable Grade is Daksh, which is for
Districts scoring more than 90% of the total points in that category or overall. The lowest grade
in PGI-D is called Akanshi-3 which is for scores upto10% of the total points.Ultimate objective of
PGI-D is to help the districts to priorities areas for intervention in school education and thus
improve to reach the highest grade.
The PGI-D 2020-21 is presently under compilation. PGI-D 2018-19 and 2019-20 provides insight
into intra State comparison of progress of School education.
PGI-D report for 2018-and 2019 can be accessed at https://pgi.udiseplus.gov.in/#/home
*******
MJPS/AK
The Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSE&L), Ministry of Education today
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released the Performance Grading Index for Districts (PGI-D) for 2018-19 and 2019-20which
assesses the performance of school education system at the District level by creating an index
for comprehensive analysis.
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The Indian Education System is one of the largest in the world with about 15 lakh schools, 97
lakh teachers, and nearly 26crore students from varied socio-economic backgrounds. DoSE&L
devised Performance Grading Index (PGI) for States and released report for the reference years
2017-18 to 2019-20. Based on the success of State PGI, 83-indicator based PGI for District
(PGI-D) has been designed to grade the performance of all districts in school education. The
data is filled by districts through online portal. The PGI-D is expected to help the state education
departments to identify gaps at the district level and improve their performance in a
decentralized manner. The indicator-wise PGI score shows the areas where a district needs to
improve. The PGI-D will reflect the relative performance of all the districts in a uniform scale
which encourages them to perform better.
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The PGI-D structure comprises of total weight age of 600 points across 83 indicators, which are
grouped under 6 categories viz., Outcomes, Effective Classroom Transaction, Infrastructure
Facilities & Student’s Entitlements, School Safety & Child Protection, Digital Learning and
Governance Process. These categories are further divided into 12 domains, viz., Learning
Outcomes and Quality (LO), Access Outcomes (AO), Teacher Availability and Professional
Development Outcomes (TAPDO), Learning Management (LM), Learning Enrichment Activities
(LEA), Infrastructure, Facilities, Student Entitlements (IF&SE), School Safety and Child
Protection (SS&CP), Digital Learning (DL), Funds convergence and utilization (FCV), Enhancing
CRCs Performance (CRCP), Attendance Monitoring Systems (AMS) and School Leadership
Development (SLD).
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PGI-D grades the districts into ten grades viz., Highest achievable Grade is Daksh, which is for
Districts scoring more than 90% of the total points in that category or overall. The lowest grade
in PGI-D is called Akanshi-3 which is for scores upto10% of the total points.Ultimate objective of
PGI-D is to help the districts to priorities areas for intervention in school education and thus
improve to reach the highest grade.
The PGI-D 2020-21 is presently under compilation. PGI-D 2018-19 and 2019-20 provides insight
into intra State comparison of progress of School education.
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PGI-D report for 2018-and 2019 can be accessed at https://pgi.udiseplus.gov.in/#/home
*******
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SUCCESS STORY: MHM IN SWACHH BHARAT MISSION
GRAMEEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Distt. Administration of Gadhchiroli, Maharashtra has with the support of UNICEF,
embarked upon a silent revolution in which they are gradually eradicating the cruel practice of
exiling girls and women to a Kurma Ghar or “Period Hut” during the menstrual period.
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The determination of the Administration since 2018, to bring about the mindset change for
alleviation of the sufferings of adolescent girls and women from Gond and Madia tribes who face
several social, cultural and religious constraints during menstruation is bringing about results.

In the place of Kurma Ghars, Mahila Visava Kendras or Women’s Rest Centres which are safe
and secure spaces are being set up, complete with basic amenities such as toilet, bathroom,
handwashing facility with soap and running water as well as cooking amenities. During their
stay there, the women are free to participate in SHG activities and other interesting hobbies as
the centres are being equipped with a library, sewing machine, kitchen garden etc. Most of all,
the facility provides a friendly environment to manage their menstruation with dignity.
To convince communities to get rid of the practice and invoke the desired change in behaviour
required a movement that was accepted by the women, inspiring them to push for it from within.
It required capacity building and training of young women - to help them denounce the tradition
of menstrual exile and sessions to understand the biological significance of menstruation and
the need to adopt safe MHM practices.
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23 such centres have been constructed with funding from District Planning Development
Committee initially followed by Special Central Assistance Fund of aspirational district
programme and PESA, along with labour contribution from women of SHGs of UMED-MSRLM
(State Rural Livelihood Mission). The architectural plan, layout and material specifications were
designed taking into account the local housing style and patterns. In the coming two years, the
District Administration aspires to scale this initiative by building over 400 centres.
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Before and After

Page 84
MHM in SBM-G:
Clearly, menstrual hygiene management (MHM) is not just about sanitation. It is a vital step
towards protecting the girl child while safeguarding her dignity and giving her a life of
opportunities to pursue her dreams, towards achieving a gender-balanced world.
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To address this vital aspect, MHM has been included as an important component in the
Government’s flagship programme, the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G). It
underlines the need for construction of toilets in households and schools which is integral to
menstrual hygiene and encourages safe menstrual hygiene practices. It further calls for skill
development and setting up of sanitary napkin dispensers and incinerators in schools and public
toilets.
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The MHM Guidelines issued by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) to
support all adolescent girls and women, outlines what needs to be done by state governments,
district administrations, engineers and technical experts in line departments; as well as school
heads and teachers. Under SBM-G programme, funds are available under the IEC component
to raise awareness and skills on Menstrual Hygiene Management, and self-help groups help in
propagating such efforts.
In keeping with this, States have initiated various programmes that have dispelled myths and
taboos surrounding menstruation, encouraging girls and women to talk about it and clarify
doubts.
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Impact of activities: Going by the activities in various states, clearly the subject of
menstruation is now more openly talked about in the rural areas, compared to earlier.
Women and girls are aware of the importance of menstrual hygiene and those who have
access to them are using sanitary pads or clean cloth. They are questioning ancient
practices of being asked to refrain from bathing until the third day, or entering a temple
or kitchen or touching pickle. Incinerators are being installed in schools. This needs to
be expanded to all households and schools around the country. More work needs to be
done to help women and girls reach their full potential which effective MHM can ensure.
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Disposal of sanitary waste: Sanitary waste disposal is a problem as the plastic used in
disposable sanitary napkins is not bio-degradable and this can lead to health and
environmental hazards. As part of the solid waste management strategy, States are
required to organise collection, disposal and transportation of such waste – to protect
our environment. Safe and appropriate waste management solutions are the need of the
hour.
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Girls and women should no longer feel embarrassed to talk about periods or clarify their doubts.
If we do not encourage them, they would be missing out on various aspects of life or suffer
health implications as a consequence.
****
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The Distt. Administration of Gadhchiroli, Maharashtra has with the support of UNICEF,
embarked upon a silent revolution in which they are gradually eradicating the cruel practice of
exiling girls and women to a Kurma Ghar or “Period Hut” during the menstrual period.
The determination of the Administration since 2018, to bring about the mindset change for
alleviation of the sufferings of adolescent girls and women from Gond and Madia tribes who face
several social, cultural and religious constraints during menstruation is bringing about results.
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In the place of Kurma Ghars, Mahila Visava Kendras or Women’s Rest Centres which are safe
and secure spaces are being set up, complete with basic amenities such as toilet, bathroom,
handwashing facility with soap and running water as well as cooking amenities. During their
stay there, the women are free to participate in SHG activities and other interesting hobbies as
the centres are being equipped with a library, sewing machine, kitchen garden etc. Most of all,
the facility provides a friendly environment to manage their menstruation with dignity.
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To convince communities to get rid of the practice and invoke the desired change in behaviour
required a movement that was accepted by the women, inspiring them to push for it from within.
It required capacity building and training of young women - to help them denounce the tradition
of menstrual exile and sessions to understand the biological significance of menstruation and
the need to adopt safe MHM practices.
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23 such centres have been constructed with funding from District Planning Development
Committee initially followed by Special Central Assistance Fund of aspirational district
programme and PESA, along with labour contribution from women of SHGs of UMED-MSRLM
(State Rural Livelihood Mission). The architectural plan, layout and material specifications were
designed taking into account the local housing style and patterns. In the coming two years, the
District Administration aspires to scale this initiative by building over 400 centres.
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Before and After

MHM in SBM-G:
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Clearly, menstrual hygiene management (MHM) is not just about sanitation. It is a vital step
towards protecting the girl child while safeguarding her dignity and giving her a life of
opportunities to pursue her dreams, towards achieving a gender-balanced world.
To address this vital aspect, MHM has been included as an important component in the
Government’s flagship programme, the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G). It
underlines the need for construction of toilets in households and schools which is integral to
menstrual hygiene and encourages safe menstrual hygiene practices. It further calls for skill
development and setting up of sanitary napkin dispensers and incinerators in schools and public
toilets.
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The MHM Guidelines issued by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) to
support all adolescent girls and women, outlines what needs to be done by state governments,
district administrations, engineers and technical experts in line departments; as well as school
heads and teachers. Under SBM-G programme, funds are available under the IEC component
to raise awareness and skills on Menstrual Hygiene Management, and self-help groups help in
propagating such efforts.
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In keeping with this, States have initiated various programmes that have dispelled myths and
taboos surrounding menstruation, encouraging girls and women to talk about it and clarify
doubts.
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Impact of activities: Going by the activities in various states, clearly the subject of
menstruation is now more openly talked about in the rural areas, compared to earlier.
Women and girls are aware of the importance of menstrual hygiene and those who have
access to them are using sanitary pads or clean cloth. They are questioning ancient
practices of being asked to refrain from bathing until the third day, or entering a temple
or kitchen or touching pickle. Incinerators are being installed in schools. This needs to
be expanded to all households and schools around the country. More work needs to be
done to help women and girls reach their full potential which effective MHM can ensure.
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Disposal of sanitary waste: Sanitary waste disposal is a problem as the plastic used in
disposable sanitary napkins is not bio-degradable and this can lead to health and
environmental hazards. As part of the solid waste management strategy, States are
required to organise collection, disposal and transportation of such waste – to protect
our environment. Safe and appropriate waste management solutions are the need of the
hour.
Girls and women should no longer feel embarrassed to talk about periods or clarify their doubts.
If we do not encourage them, they would be missing out on various aspects of life or suffer
health implications as a consequence.
****
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