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SHOULD ENDORSERS BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR
CLAIMS IN ADVERTISING?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India

m

Hollywood actor Pierce Brosnan claimed that pan masala manufacturer Pan Bahar had violated
his contract by falsely presenting him as a brand ambassador for its entire product line. Photo:
Special Arrangement

S.
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On June 9, 2022, the Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) notified guidelines for
‘Prevention of Misleading Advertisements and Endorsements for Misleading Advertisements,
2022’. The guidelines, brought in with immediate effect, are applicable to all forms of
advertisements. While the Consumer Protection Act of 2019 does have a provision on
misleading advertisements, the CCPA can impose a penalty of up to 10 lakh on manufacturers,
advertisers and endorsers for misleading advertisements and a penalty of up to 50 lakh for
subsequent contraventions. It can also prohibit the endorser of a misleading advertisement from
making any endorsement for up to one year; for subsequent contravention, prohibition can
extend up to three years. In a conversation moderated by Sonam Saigal,Anushree Rauta and
Akashneel Dasgupta discuss the need for the new guidelines and how they overlap with the
‘Code for Self-Regulation in Advertising’, which was adopted by the Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI). Edited excerpts:
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Anushree Rauta: In this country people worship certain celebrities. It’s a cinema and cricketloving nation. A lot of brands these days have either actors or cricketers as brand endorsers. It
adds to the credibility of the brand. It’s the trust which people repose in some of the celebrities
[that they] pass on to the image of the brand. [Having such brand endorsers] impacts the buyers’
purchasing decisions because of the celebrity’s authority and/or relationship with the audience.
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Akashneel Dasgupta: There are all kinds of reasons for hiring a celebrity. Certain brand
endorsements happen because of the right reasons, where there is a fit with the brand, a
communication objective or even a business objective to solve. When a celebrity comes in,
he/she brings in the trust or credibility that is needed. But often the endorsement is also for the
wrong reasons, as there is nothing new to say. In mature categories, which have high
penetration, established brands that have little to differentiate [among them] and have almost
reached a parity stage, celebrities are used as identifiers. Sometimes it’s lazy marketing. When
you don’t have an idea, you just take a face, sit back and believe that this is going to do the job.
Anushree Rauta: Endorsers are service providers. They do have responsibilities given the kind
of impact they have on the audience. But at the end of the day, it’s not solely on them. They
wouldn’t have the technical knowledge to verify the products. Even though the ASCI guidelines
provide something similar in terms of the due diligence exercise to be carried out by the
celebrities, these guidelines are now an obligation for them. The guidelines require the
celebrities to reflect their genuine or current opinion, to disclose any connection which they have
with the brand… This will increase instances where brand endorsers may need to take some
technical advice, they may need to avail of services like those of the ASCI, which provide a team
of dedicated technical experts to verify whether the endorsements are substantiated or not [by
the claims they make]. I think with these guidelines there will be an increase in transparency and
more responsible advertising.
Akashneel Dasgupta: There are celebrities who do their due diligence and are careful before
they endorse a product or a brand. Then there are those who are uninterested in what the brand
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is, or what the product is, and it’s just about the money they’re making from the endorsement.
These guidelines are good, but in the real world it is going to make only so much of a difference
because the penalty on the brand ambassadors is so [little], it doesn’t really matter to them.
Also read | The celeb quotient
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Anushree Rauta: Before the Consumer Protection Act came into place, there was a provision
which had contemplated imprisonment as an option for a misleading advertisement. But I think
the legislature rightly deleted that and imposed only a fine. The quantum of the fine is debatable.
For any subsequent offences, there is also a penalty in terms of the celebrity not being able to
endorse for a certain period, which is also loss of reputation, and which is good.

S.
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Akashneel Dasgupta: For a celebrity, there is a talent management team, a legal team. There
are so many people who do their due diligence, so that conscious decisions are taken to
endorse or not endorse a product or a brand. But celebrities get away easily in case of a
misleading ad with a public apology. So, a 10 lakh penalty is nothing if they had a deal of 4
crore. It should have been far more because I don’t think a monetary penalty is going to solve
the issue here. There have to be some other yardsticks of accountability, or punishment.
Damage to their reputation and prohibiting them from endorsements for a period is the
punishment that works for them.
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Anushree Rauta: Section 21 (power of Central Authority to issue directions and penalties
against false or misleading advertisements) of the Act states no endorser will be liable to a
penalty if they have exercised due diligence to verify the veracity of the claims made in the
advertisement regarding the product or service being endorsed by them. With the guidelines,
they are obliged to do their due diligence, and to make the disclosure of their new material
connection with the brand. Now, it’s come as a statutory obligation. Whether these guidelines
were required to be there or not is questionable. In my view, the ASCI guidelines were already in
place; maybe additional onus has been put now. It will have to be seen whether there is any
reduction in misleading advertisements or not, following this new set of guidelines.
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Akashneel Dasgupta: It is difficult to define what’s misleading. A lot of things are in the grey
area in advertising. It is a little hard to believe that the brand ambassador is not aware of what a
brand stands for. For example, some products may claim they make your child stronger, or
taller, or provide vitamin C, but how do you prove that... A lot of things are intangibles in
advertising. If the product does live up to the claim, to what extent nobody can say, because
almost 80% of advertising lies in the grey area regarding claims. So, it’s very difficult for a
celebrity to verify claims because sometimes even the clients can’t verify those claims. So,
maybe the guidelines will help in that aspect.
Anushree Rauta: There are various aspects to it. As far as technical information is concerned,
they would not be equipped to do it on their own, so it will be something which they will have to
outsource. They would require the brand to submit certain reports and get them verified, or they
would go to the ASCI which has its own team of experts to carry out these exercises. The
second is in terms of the experience with the products and goods. I don’t know how this will pan
out, because not all celebrities may be comfortable using the products they are endorsing.
Nowadays, there is a liability perspective; I’m sure the brands would require them to give an
undertaking that they have utilised the products and they affirm what they are endorsing.
Celebrities will have to be more vigilant and responsible while endorsing products and services.
Anushree Rauta: It depends on the kind of products or services being endorsed. If the celebrity
has a good legal representation, they will definitely add clauses in the representations and
warranties and the indemnification which are taken to ensure that whatever statements they are
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made to say are verified and there is no false statement which the brand is asking the celebrity
to make. It also depends on the bargaining power. There are certain creative controls that
certain celebrities would want to take. Sometimes the celebrities may want to get the storyboard
verified at the scripting level itself. So, the clauses are typically there in all brand endorsement
agreements, where representations and warranties are taken from the brands and any
indemnification for any claims they mentioned.
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Akashneel Dasgupta: Most celebrities these days have these clauses inserted because they
are handled by a security management agency. So they ensure that the clauses of no
responsibility are there.
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Anushree Rauta: A misleading advertisement is defined under the statute (Section 2). To put it
in simple words, in an advertisement there should be no false description made of any product
or service, no false guarantee given, and it shouldn’t constitute what is called an unfair trade
practice. During COVID-19, there were a lot of false and misleading advertisements. I am sure
the number 12,000 is hugely attributed to the COVID-19 time.
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Akashneel Dasgupta: There’s no way to determine whether a claim is misleading or not. You
can’t really determine or measure whether a certain cement gives more life than the other. Of
course, there has to be proof, but then if it’s in the grey zone, you really can’t prove it. From the
number of misleading [advertising] complaints received by the Ministry, I’m sure only a few
would be genuine. In our country, we see people and brands being trolled. A lot of it is also
exaggerated. The number 12,000 has to be taken with a pinch of salt. Not all of them are
genuine. But yes, there are many genuine complaints. Most of the promises are intangibles and
lie in that grey area. There are always two ways of looking at it. If promises are not delivered,
that’s misleading.
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Akashneel Dasgupta: Absolutely. They should be held responsible and there shouldn’t just be
a monetary punishment for that.
Anushree Rauta: The Act already provides for sufficient penalty. Of course, celebrities need to
take some responsibility. They cannot shrug off responsibility.
Anushree Rauta is an advocate and partner heading Media and Entertainment at the ANM
Global; Akashneel Dasgupta is chief creative officer at Network Advertising
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INDIANS CAN GET RS. 10 LAKH FROM RELATIVES
ABROAD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process
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The Union Home Ministry has amended certain rules related to the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA), allowing Indians to receive up to Rs. 10 lakh in a year from relatives
staying abroad without informing the authorities. The earlier limit was Rs. 1 lakh.
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In a notification, the home ministry also said that if the amount exceeds, the individuals will now
have 90 days to inform the government, instead of 30 days earlier.
In a separate notification, the ministry made five more offences under the FCRA
“compoundable” instead of directly prosecuting the organisations or individuals. Earlier, only
seven offences under the FCRA were compoundable.
The new rules, Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2022, were notified by the
home ministry through a gazette notification on Friday night. “In the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Rules, 2011, in rule 6, for the words ‘one lakh rupees’, the words ‘ten lakh rupees’
shall be substituted; and for the words ‘thirty days’, the words ‘three months’ shall be
substituted,” the notification said.

IA

Rule 6 deals with intimation of receiving foreign funds from relatives. It stated earlier that “any
person receiving foreign contribution in excess of one lakh rupees or equivalent thereto in a
financial year from any of his relatives shall inform the Central Government within 30 days from
the receipt”.
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Similarly, making changes in rule 9, which deals with application of obtaining 'registration' or
'prior permission' under the FCRA to receive funds, the amended rules have given individuals
and organisations or NGOs 45 days to inform the home ministry about the bank account(s) that
are to be used for utilisation of such funds.
This time limit was 30 days earlier.
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The government has also 'omitted' provision 'b' in rule 13, which dealt with declaring foreign
funds .
Now, anyone receiving foreign funds will have to follow the existing provision of placing the
audited statement of accounts on receipts and utilisation of the foreign contribution, including
income and expenditure statement, receipt and payment account, and balance sheet, within
nine months of the closure of the financial year on its official website or on the website as
specified by the Centre.
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INDIA LEADING THE WORLD IN DIGITAL REVOLUTION:
PM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Narendra Modi
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday said that India was leading the world in the digital
revolution as the government’s use of digital technology in welfare and governance delivery is
changing the lives of the people of the country.
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Mr. Modi launched multiple digital portals at the ongoing Digital India Week 2022, including a
single sign-in portal Meri Pehchaan , Digital India Bhashini , Digital India Genesis, and a Chips
to Startup (C2S) programme at an event at Gandhinagar.
“Around 10 years ago, we had to stand in queues for everything from getting a birth certificate,
pay bills or getting rations from a shop to getting an admission in a school or college. Now, we
have eliminated all lines while going online,” he said in his speech after opening the Digital
Week, 2022.
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“The government’s Digital India programme has given relief to the poor from corruption and it is
working for elimination of middlemen in all fields,” he said, adding that the digital technology in
the welfare services and schemes have brought in transparency in the system.
Since 2014, more than Rs. 23 lakh crore has been transferred to beneficiaries through direct
benefit transfer, or DBT.
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With the digitisation of welfare delivery, around Rs. 2.23 lakh crore could be saved from going
into wrong hands or middlemen, Mr. Modi said.
He emphasised the need to adopt technology or else remain backward as happened during the
third Industrial Revolution when the country remained far behind other nations.
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During his speech, he mentioned digital platforms such as Aadhaar, UPI, CoWIN and Digilocker
that have contributed to “ease of living” as citizens get services online without going to the
government offices and approaching middlemen.
“All programmes launched in Gandhinagar are going to strengthen ease-of-doing business and
ease of living. They will give a fillip to India’s start-up ecosystem. India can proudly claim that it
is not just part of the Industry 4.0 Revolution but is actually leading it,” Mr. Modi said after
inaugurating numerous digital portals for various services.
He added that the government had launched a project of digital mapping of rural properties
using drones and other such devices.
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MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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This provision is part of the draft Regulatory Guidelines for Child Participation in the
Entertainment Industry or any commercial entertainment activity issued by the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). The draft has been uploaded on the
commission’s website for comments.
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NEW DELHI : Producers of television programmes, web shows, social media content, and
advertisements, as well as live commercial events featuring a child or children below the age of
18 years, will now need the permission of the district magistrate (DM).
Not just that, before starting the activity, the producer of any such audio-visual content or
commercial event will have to furnish an undertaking to the DM providing the list of the
participating children, as well as the consent of parents or guardians, as well as the name of the
individual from the production or event management team who will be responsible for the safety
and security of the children.

IA

This provision is part of the draft Regulatory Guidelines for Child Participation in the
Entertainment Industry or any commercial entertainment activity issued by the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). The draft has been uploaded on the
commission’s website for comments.
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The permission by the producers of the shows has to be sought from the DM of the place where
the activity is being performed. The guidelines state that, if required, the DM will instruct the
Child Protection Unit for a District to inspect the workplace and accordingly issue the permit to a
producer, which shall be valid only for six months.
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The draft guidelines are expansive in scope and cover television programmes such as reality
shows, TV serials, news and informative media, movies, content on OTT platforms and social
media, advertising, performing arts or any other kind of involvement of children in commercial
entertainment activities. The guidelines focus on the emotional health of a child and propose that
no child should be cast in a role or situation that is inappropriate or that may distress him or put
him in embarrassing situations. “No child should be exposed to ridicule, insult or
discouragement, harsh comments or any behaviour that could affect his/her emotional health,"
the draft said.
The draft guidelines also cover ground to ensure the physical well-being of children. They
maintain that a child, especially below the age of 6 years, should not be exposed to harmful
lighting, or irritating or contaminated cosmetics. “Every person involved in the production who
may be in contact with children shall submit medical fitness certificates and certificate for not
carrying obvious contagious disease before shooting with children and police verification of such
staff shall be done," according to the draft guidelines.
The other details pertain to wages and working hours, as well as children’s right to education
while they are working in various shows.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
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ODISHA, UP, AP EMERGE AS TOP THREE STATES
AMONG GENERAL CATEGORY STATES IN THE 1ST
‘STATE RANKING INDEX FOR NFSA’; TRIPURA,
HIMACHAL PRADESH AND SIKKIM TAKE TOP THREE
POSITIONS IN THE SPECIAL CATEGORY STATES/UTS
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Odisha has been adjudged the top ranked State followed by Uttar Pradesh at the 2nd spot and
Andhra Pradesh at third amongst the General Category States in ‘State Ranking Index for
NFSA’. Among the Special Category states/UTs, Tripura stood first followed by Himachal
Pradesh and Sikkim respectively. Further, among the 3 UTs where Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT)- Cash is operational, Dadra and Nagar Haveli & Daman and Diu is the top ranked UT.
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Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Textiles and Commerce and
Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal released the 1st edition of ‘State Ranking Index for NFSA’ during the
conference of Food Ministers of States/UTs on ‘Food Nutrition and Security in India’ organized
by Department of Food and Public Distribution here today. Ms. Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Minister of
State for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution and Rural Development along with
Secretary DFPD, Shri Sudhanshu Pandey along with Food Ministers and senior officials of 8
states were present at the daylong conference.

This “State ranking Index for NFSA” attempts to document the status and progress of
implementation of NFSA and various reform initiatives across the country, post consultation with
states. It highlights the reforms undertaken by States and UTs and create a cross-learning
environment and scale-up reform measures by all states and union territories. The present Index
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is largely focused on NFSA Distribution and will include procurement, PMGKAY Distribution in
future. The Index for ranking the states and UTs is built on three key pillars which covers the
end-to-end implementation of NFSA through TPDS. These pillars are: i) NFSA— Coverage,
targeting and provisions of the Act, ii) Delivery platform, and iii) Nutrition initiatives. The detailed
list of the States is at Annexure-I.
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The National Food Security Act (NFSA) was enacted on July 5, 2013 and in order to celebrate
the day, the conference was organized to deliberate and discuss nutritional security, food
security, best practices followed in Public Distribution System, crop diversification, reforms in
PDS and storage sector.

cr

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Goyal said that India is now 100% connected under One Nation
One Ration Card (ONORC). He complemented Hon’ble PM Shri Narendra Modi for visualizing
this pathbreaking initiative and all those associated with it. He said that 45 crore transitions have
taken so far providing the beneficiaries the freedom to collect ration from any State/UT in the
country. He said that during COVID, ONORC supported migrants.
Shri Goyal said that going forward, the system of digitized, Aadhaar linked Public Distribution will
be used to issue Ayushman Bharat Card. He mentioned that Uttar Pradesh is using the system
to issue Ayushman Bharat card. He urged other states to consider this system to provide
nutritional security as well as health security. He said that immunization of migrant kids can also
be linked with the system to ensure medical facility to them.
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Talking about the food subsidy to states, Shri Goyal announced that the deadline to submit
claims of pending dues till the year 2019-20 is August 15, 2022. He reiterated that no dues will
be entertained after the deadline. He added that the pending bills of the States/UTs that will
finalize the audited accounts with supporting documents by August 15, 2022, will be cleared
within 60 days (October 15, 2022). However, the States/UTs that will provide details in next 3
months (July-Sept 2022), their bills will be paid by January 31, 2023. And the States/UTs that
will take longer than that, will not be paid any interest. He further said that the subsidy claims are
pending not because the funds are not available with the Centre, but because the States/UTs
are not providing relevant data. As many participating States/UTs raised concern over delay in
CAG audit, he directed the officials to get in touch with CAG for expediting the audits. Adding on
he said that all claims after April 2020, will be digitized. Shri Goyal said that the absence of
states Telangana, Orissa, Jharkhand, Delhi, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Nagaland reflects poorly.
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Earlier, the Conference began with a moderated discussion on food security, rice fortification
and food-basket diversification. The panel discussion was moderated by Shri Vinay Kumar,
Secretary, Food & Consumer Protection Department, Government of Bihar and joined by Smt
Mamta Shankar, Sr. Economic Advisor, Department of Food and Public Distribution,
Government of India; Dr Kapil Yadav, Additional Professor, Community Medicine, AIIMS; Dr
Shariqua Yunus, Head Nutrition Unit, World Food Programme; Dr MS Radhika, Sr. Scientist,
ICMR-NIN; and Dr Konda Reddy Chavva, Consultant, FAO (India).

State rankings: 2022

Ranks and scores obtained by general category states and union territories
State or union territory

cr

Index score
Rank

Odisha

0.836
1

Uttar Pradesh
0.797
2
Andhra Pradesh
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0.794
3
Gujarat
0.790

Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman Diu
0.787
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5
Madhya Pradesh
0.786
6

7
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Karnataka
0.779
8
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Bihar
0.783

Tamil Nadu
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0.778
9

Jharkhand

0.754
10

Kerala
0.750
11
Telangana
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0.743
12
Maharashtra
0.708
13
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West Bengal
0.704
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14
Rajasthan
0.694
15

0.665
16
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Haryana
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Punjab

0.661
17

Delhi

cr

0.658
18

Chhattisgarh

0.654
19
Goa
0.631
20

*The UT of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu is covered under both category—for
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urban areas under DBT category and for other areas under non DBT category.

Ranks and scores obtained by states and union territories belonging to special 2
categories (North Eastern states, Himalayan states, and the Island Regions)
State or union territory
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Index score
Rank
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Tripura
0.788
1
Himachal Pradesh
0.758

Sikkim

3
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0.710

Nagaland
0.648
4
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Uttarakhand
0.637
5

Mizoram
0.609
6
Assam
0.604
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7
Arunachal Pradesh
0.586
8
Lakshadweep
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0.568

Jammu & Kashmir
0.564
10
Andaman and Nicobar Islands

11
Manipur

12
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0.522
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0.562

S.
co

9

Meghalaya
0.512
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13

Ladakh

0.412
14

Ranks and scores obtained by union territories operating in DBT (cash transfer) mode
Union territory
Index score

Rank
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Dadra & NH and Daman Diu

0.802
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1
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Puducherry

0.709

2

3

2
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0.680
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Chandigarh

Based on complexity in providing services owing to geographical constraints

cr

Comprehensive country level Index3
State or union territory
Index score
Rank
Odisha
0.836
1
Uttar Pradesh
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0.797
2
Andhra Pradesh
0.794
3
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Gujarat
0.790
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4
Tripura
0.788
5

0.787
6
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Madhya Pradesh
0.786
7
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Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman Diu

Bihar
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0.783
8

Karnataka

0.779
9

Tamil Nadu
0.778
10
Himachal Pradesh
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0.758
11
Jharkhand
0.754
12
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Kerala
0.750
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13
Telangana
0.743
14

0.710
15
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Maharashtra
0.708
16
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Sikkim

West Bengal
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0.704
17

Rajasthan

0.694
18

Punjab
0.665
19
Haryana
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0.661
20
Delhi
0.658
21
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Chhattisgarh
0.654
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Nagaland
0.648
23

0.637
24
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Goa
0.631
25
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Uttarakhand

Mizoram
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0.609
26

Assam

0.604
27

Arunachal Pradesh
0.586
28
Lakshadweep
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0.568
29
Jammu & Kashmir
0.564
30
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Andaman and Nicobar Islands
0.562
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31
Manipur
0.522
32

0.512
33
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Ladakh
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Meghalaya

0.412
34

3
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DBT cash UTs-Chandigarh and Puducherry have not been listed in the country level index
due to variation in the scoring criteria, however separate ranks and scores have been
generated for these UTs in all categories.
**********

AM/NS

Odisha has been adjudged the top ranked State followed by Uttar Pradesh at the 2nd spot and
Andhra Pradesh at third amongst the General Category States in ‘State Ranking Index for
NFSA’. Among the Special Category states/UTs, Tripura stood first followed by Himachal
Pradesh and Sikkim respectively. Further, among the 3 UTs where Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT)- Cash is operational, Dadra and Nagar Haveli & Daman and Diu is the top ranked UT.
Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Textiles and Commerce and
Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal released the 1st edition of ‘State Ranking Index for NFSA’ during the
conference of Food Ministers of States/UTs on ‘Food Nutrition and Security in India’ organized
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by Department of Food and Public Distribution here today. Ms. Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Minister of
State for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution and Rural Development along with
Secretary DFPD, Shri Sudhanshu Pandey along with Food Ministers and senior officials of 8
states were present at the daylong conference.
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This “State ranking Index for NFSA” attempts to document the status and progress of
implementation of NFSA and various reform initiatives across the country, post consultation with
states. It highlights the reforms undertaken by States and UTs and create a cross-learning
environment and scale-up reform measures by all states and union territories. The present Index
is largely focused on NFSA Distribution and will include procurement, PMGKAY Distribution in
future. The Index for ranking the states and UTs is built on three key pillars which covers the
end-to-end implementation of NFSA through TPDS. These pillars are: i) NFSA— Coverage,
targeting and provisions of the Act, ii) Delivery platform, and iii) Nutrition initiatives. The detailed
list of the States is at Annexure-I.
The National Food Security Act (NFSA) was enacted on July 5, 2013 and in order to celebrate
the day, the conference was organized to deliberate and discuss nutritional security, food
security, best practices followed in Public Distribution System, crop diversification, reforms in
PDS and storage sector.
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Speaking on the occasion, Shri Goyal said that India is now 100% connected under One Nation
One Ration Card (ONORC). He complemented Hon’ble PM Shri Narendra Modi for visualizing
this pathbreaking initiative and all those associated with it. He said that 45 crore transitions have
taken so far providing the beneficiaries the freedom to collect ration from any State/UT in the
country. He said that during COVID, ONORC supported migrants.
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Shri Goyal said that going forward, the system of digitized, Aadhaar linked Public Distribution will
be used to issue Ayushman Bharat Card. He mentioned that Uttar Pradesh is using the system
to issue Ayushman Bharat card. He urged other states to consider this system to provide
nutritional security as well as health security. He said that immunization of migrant kids can also
be linked with the system to ensure medical facility to them.
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Talking about the food subsidy to states, Shri Goyal announced that the deadline to submit
claims of pending dues till the year 2019-20 is August 15, 2022. He reiterated that no dues will
be entertained after the deadline. He added that the pending bills of the States/UTs that will
finalize the audited accounts with supporting documents by August 15, 2022, will be cleared
within 60 days (October 15, 2022). However, the States/UTs that will provide details in next 3
months (July-Sept 2022), their bills will be paid by January 31, 2023. And the States/UTs that
will take longer than that, will not be paid any interest. He further said that the subsidy claims are
pending not because the funds are not available with the Centre, but because the States/UTs
are not providing relevant data. As many participating States/UTs raised concern over delay in
CAG audit, he directed the officials to get in touch with CAG for expediting the audits. Adding on
he said that all claims after April 2020, will be digitized. Shri Goyal said that the absence of
states Telangana, Orissa, Jharkhand, Delhi, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Nagaland reflects poorly.
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Earlier, the Conference began with a moderated discussion on food security, rice fortification
and food-basket diversification. The panel discussion was moderated by Shri Vinay Kumar,
Secretary, Food & Consumer Protection Department, Government of Bihar and joined by Smt
Mamta Shankar, Sr. Economic Advisor, Department of Food and Public Distribution,
Government of India; Dr Kapil Yadav, Additional Professor, Community Medicine, AIIMS; Dr
Shariqua Yunus, Head Nutrition Unit, World Food Programme; Dr MS Radhika, Sr. Scientist,
ICMR-NIN; and Dr Konda Reddy Chavva, Consultant, FAO (India).

State rankings: 2022

Ranks and scores obtained by general category states and union territories
State or union territory
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Index score
Rank

Odisha

0.836
1

Uttar Pradesh
0.797
2
Andhra Pradesh
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0.794
3
Gujarat
0.790

Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman Diu
0.787
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Madhya Pradesh
0.786
6
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Karnataka
0.779
8
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Bihar
0.783

Tamil Nadu
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0.778
9

Jharkhand

0.754
10

Kerala
0.750
11
Telangana

m

4
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12
Maharashtra
0.708
13
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West Bengal
0.704
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Rajasthan
0.694
15

0.665
16
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Haryana
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Punjab

0.661
17

Delhi

cr

0.658
18

Chhattisgarh

0.654
19
Goa
0.631
20

*The UT of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu is covered under both category—for
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urban areas under DBT category and for other areas under non DBT category.

Ranks and scores obtained by states and union territories belonging to special 2
categories (North Eastern states, Himalayan states, and the Island Regions)
State or union territory
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Index score
Rank
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Tripura
0.788
1
Himachal Pradesh
0.758

Sikkim
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0.710

Nagaland
0.648
4
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Uttarakhand
0.637
5

Mizoram
0.609
6
Assam
0.604
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Arunachal Pradesh
0.586
8
Lakshadweep
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0.568

Jammu & Kashmir
0.564
10
Andaman and Nicobar Islands

11
Manipur

12
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0.522
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0.562
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Meghalaya
0.512
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13

Ladakh

0.412
14

Ranks and scores obtained by union territories operating in DBT (cash transfer) mode
Union territory
Index score

Rank
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Dadra & NH and Daman Diu

0.802
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Puducherry

0.709

2

3

2
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0.680
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Chandigarh

Based on complexity in providing services owing to geographical constraints
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Comprehensive country level Index3
State or union territory
Index score
Rank
Odisha
0.836
1
Uttar Pradesh
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0.797
2
Andhra Pradesh
0.794
3
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Gujarat
0.790
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Tripura
0.788
5

0.787
6
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Madhya Pradesh
0.786
7
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Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman Diu

Bihar
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0.783
8

Karnataka

0.779
9

Tamil Nadu
0.778
10
Himachal Pradesh
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Jharkhand
0.754
12
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Kerala
0.750
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Telangana
0.743
14

0.710
15
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Maharashtra
0.708
16
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Sikkim

West Bengal
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0.704
17

Rajasthan

0.694
18

Punjab
0.665
19
Haryana
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Delhi
0.658
21
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Chhattisgarh
0.654
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Nagaland
0.648
23

0.637
24
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Goa
0.631
25
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Uttarakhand

Mizoram
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0.609
26

Assam

0.604
27

Arunachal Pradesh
0.586
28
Lakshadweep
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Jammu & Kashmir
0.564
30
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Andaman and Nicobar Islands
0.562
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Manipur
0.522
32

0.512
33
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Ladakh
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Meghalaya

0.412
34
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DBT cash UTs-Chandigarh and Puducherry have not been listed in the country level index
due to variation in the scoring criteria, however separate ranks and scores have been
generated for these UTs in all categories.
**********
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SHOULD THE ATP AND THE WTA MERGE?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Serena Williams and Roger Federer at the 2019 Hopman Cup in Perth, Australia. | Photo Credit:
Getty Images
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In April 2020, just after the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Roger Federer floated the idea of
merging the Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) and the Women’s Tennis Association
(WTA), the governing bodies of men’s and women’s tennis, respectively. Billie Jean King
founded the WTA in 1973 after failing to persuade the men to create a joint venture. Nearly five
decades on, the idea to project tennis’s progressive face, of men and women competing
together and as equals, and thereby creating a big enough product that is financially selfsufficient, is taking shape again. It doesn’t necessarily mean a merger of the two competitions,
but of the calendar, governance structures, decision-making, sponsorships, etc. A year ago,
investment group CVC Capital Partners, a private equity company which has bought stakes in
Spanish football’s LaLiga and has a presence in the IPL with the Gujarat Titans, had floated a
potential $600m agreement at turning the tours into a single commercial entity. As if on cue, on
Tuesday, The Times (London) reported that CVC had struck a deal with the WTA for a 20%
stake (about $150 million). There are expectations of a similar agreement with the ATP. In a
discussion moderated by N. Sudarshan, Ankita Bhambri and Sunder Iyer discuss various
facets of the potential merger. Edited excerpts:
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Sunder Iyer: Today, there are probably nine million people who play tennis. And there are so
many circuits – ITF circuit, ATP tour, ATP Challengers, WTA events, Davis Cup, Grand Slams
and so on. It is so vast that probably at the end of the year, nobody knows what happened at the
beginning. I feel we need a structure where everything will be in one place and everyone will be
responsible for what they are doing. Now, something the ITF does, the ATP would not accept,
and vice versa. So you should get everything under one umbrella. A lot of the money that goes
into administering these associations can be put to good use by ensuring players make more
money and people working in these associations get more.
Also read | The Original Nine’s one dollar protest
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Ankita Bhambri: Being a former professional, I can relate to a new tennis player coming on to
the circuit and trying to figure out what the difference between the ATP, the WTA and the ITF is.
It is so fragmented, not only for players, but for journalists and fans too. So, when Federer
mentioned that it was time to get them together, I think all the players would have given a
thumbs up. For women’s tennis players, it will be beneficial in the long run.
Sunder Iyer: If you see why Grand Slams are more popular, it answers your question. These
are the few tournaments where both WTA and ATP players compete on the same platform. If
you look at the entire marketing of a Slam, it allows them to get more money. This is probably
one thing that could lead to the merger of the ATP and the WTA. Grand Slams were probably
the first events to give equal prize money. It took a long time, but as we move on, there cannot
be any discrimination because the effort is the same. Probably it is tougher for a woman to be
playing tennis because of social, economic reasons. So, it’s time for us to create equal
opportunities. Even now, look at how lopsided the tournament structure is. In the ATP, there are
nine Masters 1000s, 13 ATP 500s, 39 ATP 250 events, and the ATP Cup. There are also 178
ATP Challenger events. If you look at the women, there are 10 WTA 1000s, 16 WTA 500s and
30 WTA 250s. But there are only 15 Challenger events. Where is 178 and where is 15? And this
is because the ITF has its own events till the 125s. So, this is the time for everybody to come
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together on a single platform.
Also read | Wimbledon to no longer use ‘Miss’, ‘Mrs’ on women’s honour roll: Report
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Ankita Bhambri: When there is a limited number of tournaments for women to play, it is very
difficult to travel around the world. At present we have a few tournaments like Citi Open
(Washington), Indian Wells and Miami where we see men and women competing together, other
than at the Grand Slams. If we have more such tournaments, it will be beneficial not just for
players, but for sponsors and the media too. We will probably see more people playing this
sport. It will help in the growth of tennis from the bottom. Having one structure, one set of rules
and one system will make it easy and sustainable.
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Sunder Iyer: Earlier, at the start of the season, we had the Hopman Cup (in Australia). It had
national teams with women. Everyone played together and all of them benefited from the
experience. But the Hopman Cup is now gone and we have the ATP Cup for just the men. We in
India were also affected because our tournament (Tata Open Maharashtra ATP 250) moved
from being a preparatory event for the Australian Open and lost its sheen a little bit. If tennis has
to win as a sport, it needs to unify. There will be a lot more revenue, and more countries will
receive funding to develop their own tennis activities, like in Asia, Africa. In India we are really
lucky that at least we are able to put on so much tennis. There are only 35-36 countries where
the ATP has tournaments and maybe 30 for the WTA. But there are more than 100 countries
which do not have any big activity. You can look at having combined events with smaller draws,
probably 16 players for men and 16 for women. The WTA relied heavily on the Asian swing in
China and now for two years not even one tournament has happened there because of COVID.
They found a goldmine in China but now they cannot enter it. Such cases should not happen,
because players are affected. Ultimately, aren’t players the anchors of these associations?
Comment | Finding contentment in the chaos that is women’s tennis
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Ankita Bhambri: Imagine a scenario where a 16-year-old who started on the ITF circuit a
couple of years ago and suddenly, post-pandemic, is lost because there are no tournaments.
They would have lost two years of playing, improving their game, understanding what is required
for the transition (to the senior circuit). So, a unified body will definitely play a huge role in
enhancing support for everyone. At the bottom, for those ranked in the 700s, 800s, there should
be a structure in every part of the world so that they get enough competitions to be able to move
up. Likewise for those in the 200s to 500s, who are struggling because their tournaments come
under the ITF and is very difficult to sustain (financially). Unification will make these transitions
smoother.
Ankita Bhambri: How difficult is it for a young tennis player if the only time they have access to
full-fledged matches is when they watch a Grand Slam or a WTA tournament if it happens in
India? To have a role model to follow is so difficult for women’s tennis players. If a unification
can result in a single platform getting us the (broadcast) rights, it will make a huge impact. It will
also increase the fan base and more children will want to play the sport. In the last 20 years, [the
number of] players taking up the sport professionally has increased tremendously. We have had
role models like Sania Mirza. And for that we need enough tournaments and also platforms that
are showing the game other than just the Grand Slams. We have seen that with cricket and
badminton. Tennis is played globally and not many sports are covered in as many countries. We
need to capitalise on that and be able to grow it even more.
Sunder Iyer: Television is very important. Nowadays, OTT platforms (Internet streaming) are
where the rights are sold. It is good because you can watch it on your phone. But it is also bad
because in many countries the Internet is only now penetrating into smaller areas. So, it is
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restricted to big cities. Badminton is becoming more popular because every tournament where
Indians are participating is being shown on television. So, it is very important that matches are
shown. Right now, the whole Arab world is glued to the television because of Ons Jabeur’s
performance at Wimbledon. These are countries that never had tennis coverage. Administrators
at the highest levels have to get more matches on television. Only then will the common
population think about sending their children to play the sport.
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Sunder Iyer: I know what a combined event can do. Say there are multiple tournaments going
on but Federer will only be able to play at one tournament. If there are combined events, the
women’s No.1 could play at another event, say in India during that week, which will give enough
mileage to the tournament. So, there is an even spread of players which will really help
television get a lot more eyeballs. And it will help the tournament raise more money.
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Ankita Bhambri: Memory is short, because people have clearly forgotten that there was a
thriving rivalry among the Williams sisters, Martina Hingis and others. Djokovic, Nadal and
Federer have achieved far more for a longer period of time and deserve the attention. But we
have had women’s tennis players dominating, be it Hingis, Steffi Graf and more. These rivalries
will keep coming and there is always a transition phase like the women’s tennis scene now
where we are seeing different winners emerging. Imagine a combined platform, with multiple
rivalries at multiple levels and how accessible tennis will be. How inspiring will it be for not just
one section, but for both men and women.
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Sunder Iyer: The 2021 US Open final between Emma Raducanu and Leylah Fernandez was
watched by 3.4 million viewers. It was close to 30% higher than men. So new stars are
important, men or women. Experts use chess as an analogy for the women’s game – lengthy
rallies, interesting in-game tactics, changing plots, all of which makes the game exciting. Men’s
game is like checkers, where the mightier force comes out on top, because it involves more
powerful strokes, high intensity and little time to think. It is time to see how to merge these two
USPs of tennis and deliver them on a single plate. It should not be male or female, but one
tennis player.
Ankita Bhambri is a former tennis player and most recently the coach of the Indian Fed
Cup (now Billie Jean King Cup) team; Sunder Iyer is secretary of the Maharashtra Lawn
Tennis Association, which has hosted both ATP and WTA tournaments
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A COMMUNITY AND A HEALTH ISSUE OF CONCERN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

‘Queer affirmative mental health services are hardly available’ | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto
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During the recent celebration of Pride month (June) globally and in India, we witnessed an
incredible social media presence filled with striking images and stories. It would not have been
amiss to also pause and reflect momentarily on the state of mental health of LGBTQIA++
communities in India. The reflection would undoubtedly have been a sobering one.

S.
co

Despite the reading down of Section 377, the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA)
judgment as also successive progressive movements, India’s class, caste and regionally diverse
LGBTQIA++ communities remain at risk of life-long mental illnesses and challenges. This can
take the form of severe mental illness or transient and long standing dysfunctional harmful
behaviours.

IA

Why? This is caused by life-long dissonance, deep-rooted stigma, discrimination and often
abuse, that the community experiences. It often leads to extreme distress and poor self-worth,
resulting in self-hate and suffering. The community is often fearful and has such deeply
internalised stigma that it is challenging to even articulate what it feels like — forget about
seeking help.
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While the mental health needs of the LGBTQIA++ communities are not different from others,
their identities, social contexts and the discrimination give them stressors that impact their
mental health, relentlessly, from a young age. Sexual orientation and gender identity are rarely
discussed in our social, educational or familial environments, and if ever done, these
discussions are stigmatising. Society marginalises LGBTQIA++ people throughout life, no matter
how accomplished they may be. This is payment extracted by a heteronormative society that
demands assimilation .
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In such an environment, it is hard to come out to yourself; forget the others. Even within the
LGBTQIA++ communities, the lines are easily fractured by caste, class, and, more recently, by
religious affiliation. It is difficult to find friends and family who understand what the person feels.
If they are able to cope with this, there is the constant othering. The life one leads and lived
experiences have little or no overlap with those around oneself. In every sense, the person
remains an outsider. If a person’s gender identity is different from the sex assigned to them at
birth, this conflict and othering is extreme. The person feels trapped and conflicted, that feeds
their gender dysphoria.
This relentless dissonance and othering can result in internalised homophobia, often leading to
anxiety, loneliness and substance use. It is not surprising then, that LGBTQIA++ youth are likely
to suffer 1.75 times more anxiety and depression than the rest of society while the transgender
community is even more vulnerable as its members suffer 2.4 times higher anxiety and
depression.
In India and elsewhere, from an early age, everyone is pressured, openly or structurally, into
accepting gender roles and sexual identities. Those who do not comply are bullied, abused, and
assaulted under the pretence of correcting them.
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When help is sought even by the most empowered, queer affirmative mental health services are
hardly available. A large majority of the psychiatrists in India still consider diverse sexual
orientations and gender identities as a disorder and practice ‘correctional therapy’. This is also
true of general health care as well. In an ongoing study, the Raahat Project found that a large
number of trans and gay men preferred to pay and seek help in the private sector rather than
access government health care due to harassment and stigma.
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How then do we build communities that sustain the good mental health of LGBTQIA++
communities? What we need is a national focus on LGBTQIA++ mental health that has become
further acerbated by the global COVID-19 pandemic.
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We need comprehensive long-term solutions that make queer mental health a priority and
address community needs but also engage everyone to change the environment in which they
exist. These solutions must engage with all stakeholders, including educational institutions,
communities, health-care providers, mental health professionals, police personnel and families
who are often a key source of mental health stress. This is not easy as this is not a priority for
the Government and funding agencies, and is also neglected in society.
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One way to change the status quo is to ensure that every aspect of mental health work in India
must include aspects of queer mental health issues, especially in schools and universities, to
destigmatise diverse gender and sexual identities. A key aspect is building self-care skills
among queer adolescents and youth. Strong components of behaviour change and awareness
and also building capacity are important ways to build agency among these youth populations.
What we need is a movement on queer mental health guided by non-discrimination and public
awareness in order to change social attitudes.
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Community building is an important part of improving the mental health for LGBTQIA++ people.
We need to create supportive, safe and educative spaces, access points for health care and
information on mental health. One such project that the Raahat Project has been working on
through participatory methods has opened a host of issues that LGBTQIA++ communities face
in leading colleges on an ongoing basis. The challenge is on how to address these issues in a
holistic way when institutions are so queerphobic.
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In the end, ignoring the mental health needs of LGBTQIA++ communities comes at a great cost
to them and to society. Without addressing both the preventive and support aspects of the
mental health of LGBTQIA++ people we will compound an already neglected problem of mental
illness that will be hard to handle in the future. This would not just be injustice, but also a crisis
created by deliberate neglect.
Chapal Mehra is a public health specialist and Director, The Raahat Project
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MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Marburg is a very infectious hemorrhagic fever in the same family as Ebola and is spread to
people by fruit bats and transmitted among people through direct contact with bodily fluids of
infected people and surfaces

m

Ghana has reported two suspected cases of the Ebola-like Marburg virus disease, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) informed.

S.
co

WHO said preliminary analysis of samples taken from two patients from Ghana's southern
Ashanti region — both of whom have died — turned positive.
The samples have now been sent to the Institut Pasteur de Dakar research centre in Senegal for
confirmation.
"No new cases have been reported since the two samples were taken two weeks ago," said
Ghana Health Service in a statement. Another 34 people who had contact with the cases have
been identified and are currently in quarantine.
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According to the WHO, if the two samples come positive, it would be the first case of Marburg in
Ghana.
"Preparations for a possible outbreak response are being set up swiftly as further investigations
are underway," it said.

ac
k

What is Marburg virus disease?

The disease is a very infectious hemorrhagic fever in the same family as Ebola and is spread to
people by fruit bats and transmitted among people through direct contact with bodily fluids of
infected people and surfaces.
The virus has an incubation period of two to 21 days.
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Previously, outbreaks and sporadic cases of Marburg in Africa have been reported in Angola,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, South Africa and Uganda.
Guinea had confirmed a single case in an outbreak that was declared over in September 2021.
What are the symptoms of Marburg?
High fever, severe headache and severe malaise accompanied by Muscle aches and pains are
some of the common symptoms of the disease. Severe watery diarrhoea, abdominal pain and
cramping, nausea and vomiting are usually seen on the third day after contracting the virus, and
persist for a week.
Confirmed cases that have resulted in fatalities have also seen symptoms like bleeding, often
from multiple areas including vomits and faeces often accompanied by bleeding from the nose,
gums and vagina.
The two suspected patients in Ghana has symptoms like diarrhoea, fever, nausea and vomiting,
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before dying in the hospital.
What is the fatality rate of the disease?
Marburg is potentially very harmful and deadly: Case fatality rates in past outbreaks have
ranged from 24% to 88%.
What is the cure?
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No treatment or vaccine currently exists for Marburg. Rehydration with oral or intravenous fluids
can help the patients.
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The WHO last year said that it can be difficult to clinically distinguish Marburg virus disease from
other infectious diseases such as malaria, typhoid fever, shigellosis and meningitis.
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PARIMAN: THE GEO-PORTAL FOR NCR MADE PUBLIC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter
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National Capital Region (NCR) is presently spread over 55,083 Sq. Kms and has four
participating states (24 Districts and entire NCT of Delhi) as its constituent area. For the
purpose of effective utilization of Remote Sensing and GIS technology, a web geo-portal has
been developed through National Informatics Centre (NIC), initially for use by NCR Participating
states and the Office of NCRPB.
This Geo-Portal will help to improve decentralized planning and management in NCR region.
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The Portal consists of around 179 Layers presented as Line, Point & Polygon feature covering
details of various sectors like Land Use, Transport, Industries, Water, Power, Health, Shelter,
Heritage & Tourism, Disaster Management, etc.
Geo-Portal for NCR known as ‘PARIMAN’ was launched on 31.08.2021 in the 40th meeting of
the Board by Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Chairman, NCRPB and Union Minister for Housing &
Urban Affairs.
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Now, with an intent of optimum utilization of resources in Public interest, NCRPB has made the
Geo-Portal open to Public. The Geo-Portal can be accessed though the NCRPB website
https://ncrpb.nic.in/ and also through the weblink https://ncrpbgis.nic.in/
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National Capital Region (NCR) is presently spread over 55,083 Sq. Kms and has four
participating states (24 Districts and entire NCT of Delhi) as its constituent area. For the
purpose of effective utilization of Remote Sensing and GIS technology, a web geo-portal has
been developed through National Informatics Centre (NIC), initially for use by NCR Participating
states and the Office of NCRPB.
This Geo-Portal will help to improve decentralized planning and management in NCR region.
The Portal consists of around 179 Layers presented as Line, Point & Polygon feature covering
details of various sectors like Land Use, Transport, Industries, Water, Power, Health, Shelter,
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Heritage & Tourism, Disaster Management, etc.
Geo-Portal for NCR known as ‘PARIMAN’ was launched on 31.08.2021 in the 40th meeting of
the Board by Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Chairman, NCRPB and Union Minister for Housing &
Urban Affairs.
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Now, with an intent of optimum utilization of resources in Public interest, NCRPB has made the
Geo-Portal open to Public. The Geo-Portal can be accessed though the NCRPB website
https://ncrpb.nic.in/ and also through the weblink https://ncrpbgis.nic.in/

YB/BK
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Date : 2022-07-09

SECOND DAY OF ‘INDIA STACK KNOWLEDGE
EXCHANGE’ WITNESSES BRAINSTORMING
DISCUSSION AND KNOWLEDGE SHARING ON HEALTH
STACK, AGRI-STACK, SKILLING STACK AND DIGITAL
INCLUSION

m

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power
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As a part of Digital India Week celebration from 4 July – 9 July 2022, a three days’ dedicated
event titled “India Stack Knowledge Exchange” is being organized from 7 July to 9 July 2022.
The four sessions were held on 8th July 2022 as part of the virtual event.
Health Stack
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The first thematic session was held on ‘Health Stack’. Dr. R. S. Sharma, CEO, NHA shared the
insights on CO-WIN and its scale leading to delivery of 2 Billion doses of covid vaccinations. He
informed that the platform is robust enough to handle peak of 25 Million API on the day. He also
said that unified health interface that will integrate various healthcare systems to provide
common interface to stakeholders. Dr Praveen Gedam, Addl. CEO, NHA & Mission Director,
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) explained the ABDM and emphasized Electronic
Health Record and its role in creating digital health ecosystem. Dr. Seema Khanna, DDG, NIC
shared the genesis of Aarogya Setu, its impact in terms of 216 Million downloads and how the
privacy concerns have been taken care. Dr. Sanjay Sood, Project Director, CDAC moderated
the session and shared his insight on e-Sanjeevani, a telemedicine solution that has benefitted
8.1 Million consultations.
This was followed by two parallel thematic sessions titled ‘AgriStack’ and ‘Technology Stack for
Skilling’.
AgriStack
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Mr. J. Satyanarayana, Chief Advisor, C4IR India, World Economic Forum delivered the keynote
address on “IDEA- India Digital Ecosystem for Agriculture”. He articulated the challenges faced
by the farm sector in India and the value-based approach of IDEA. He emphasised on moving
from “system thinking” to “ecosystem thinking” with IDEA. The session on AgriStack was
moderated by Dr. Ranjna Nagpal, Sr. DDG, NIC, and the eminent panel included Mr. Rajeev
Chawla, Chief Knowledge Officer & Advisor, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s Welfare, Dr.
Vinay Thakur, Chief Operating Officer, NeGD, MeitY and Dr. Kapil Ashok Bendre, Director,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s welfare. The panel deliberated upon the need for a farmer’s
database, farmer ID, integration of farmer centric systems and databases. The challenges in
identifying real farmer and targeted delivery of services were discussed along with dynamic
solution facilitated through FRUITS (Farmer Registration and Unified Beneficiary Information
System). The soil health card workflow, its coverage on pan-India basis, success stories and
potential use cases were discussed. Electronic National Agriculture Market (E-NAM), its
coverage across 1260 agriculture markets across 25 States and UTs were explained. Mobile
based app called M4AGRI and Kisan Sarathi and its operational status in 6 NER States were
covered. The panel concluded that integration of agri-related systems is the way forward as
envisaged under IDEA.
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Skilling Stack
Dr. Jaideep Kumar Mishra, Additional Secretary, MeitY moderated the Technology Stack for
Skilling. Mr. Hemang Jani, Secretary, Capacity Building Commission, Ms. Deepali Upadhyay,
Director-AIM (NITI Aayog), and Ms. Kirti Seth, CEO, NASSCOM - Future Skills, graced the
sessions as panelists and put forth their views on Mission KarmaYogi, Atal Tinkering Lab,
FutureSkills Prime, Digital Literacy, Capacity Building Through Technology and iGoT. It was also
shared in the session that 9800+ Atal Tinkering Labs were only possible due the technology
stack and other platforms developed by the government and external agencies.

Digital Inclusion and Connecting Unconnected

m

The last session of the day was on the theme ‘Digital Inclusion and Connecting Unconnected’.
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This session was moderated by Mr. Sushil Pal, Joint Secretary, MeitY. The thought-provoking
panel discussion was graced by Mr. Abhishek Singh, CEO, MyGov, Mr. Sanjay Kumar Rakesh,
CEO, Common Service Centre (CSC), Mr. Anil Agarwal, Addl. Director, NeGD & Dr. Padmaja
Joshi, Sr. Director, CDAC. The panel contemplated the challenges associated with digital
inclusion and deep-dived into discussions on MyGov, CSC, UMANG and mSeva App Store. The
panel concluded that technical challenge is not the critical factor in enabling effective delivery of
services, but it really takes a lot of efforts to bring process reengineering, change management
& capacity building of stakeholders.

IA

The recorded sessions can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/DigitalIndiaofficial. The final
day of India Stack Knowledge Exchange 2022 will be held on 9 July 2022.
*********
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As a part of Digital India Week celebration from 4 July – 9 July 2022, a three days’ dedicated
event titled “India Stack Knowledge Exchange” is being organized from 7 July to 9 July 2022.
The four sessions were held on 8th July 2022 as part of the virtual event.
Health Stack
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The first thematic session was held on ‘Health Stack’. Dr. R. S. Sharma, CEO, NHA shared the
insights on CO-WIN and its scale leading to delivery of 2 Billion doses of covid vaccinations. He
informed that the platform is robust enough to handle peak of 25 Million API on the day. He also
said that unified health interface that will integrate various healthcare systems to provide
common interface to stakeholders. Dr Praveen Gedam, Addl. CEO, NHA & Mission Director,
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) explained the ABDM and emphasized Electronic
Health Record and its role in creating digital health ecosystem. Dr. Seema Khanna, DDG, NIC
shared the genesis of Aarogya Setu, its impact in terms of 216 Million downloads and how the
privacy concerns have been taken care. Dr. Sanjay Sood, Project Director, CDAC moderated
the session and shared his insight on e-Sanjeevani, a telemedicine solution that has benefitted
8.1 Million consultations.
This was followed by two parallel thematic sessions titled ‘AgriStack’ and ‘Technology Stack for
Skilling’.
AgriStack
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Mr. J. Satyanarayana, Chief Advisor, C4IR India, World Economic Forum delivered the keynote
address on “IDEA- India Digital Ecosystem for Agriculture”. He articulated the challenges faced
by the farm sector in India and the value-based approach of IDEA. He emphasised on moving
from “system thinking” to “ecosystem thinking” with IDEA. The session on AgriStack was
moderated by Dr. Ranjna Nagpal, Sr. DDG, NIC, and the eminent panel included Mr. Rajeev
Chawla, Chief Knowledge Officer & Advisor, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s Welfare, Dr.
Vinay Thakur, Chief Operating Officer, NeGD, MeitY and Dr. Kapil Ashok Bendre, Director,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s welfare. The panel deliberated upon the need for a farmer’s
database, farmer ID, integration of farmer centric systems and databases. The challenges in
identifying real farmer and targeted delivery of services were discussed along with dynamic
solution facilitated through FRUITS (Farmer Registration and Unified Beneficiary Information
System). The soil health card workflow, its coverage on pan-India basis, success stories and
potential use cases were discussed. Electronic National Agriculture Market (E-NAM), its
coverage across 1260 agriculture markets across 25 States and UTs were explained. Mobile
based app called M4AGRI and Kisan Sarathi and its operational status in 6 NER States were
covered. The panel concluded that integration of agri-related systems is the way forward as
envisaged under IDEA.
Skilling Stack
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Dr. Jaideep Kumar Mishra, Additional Secretary, MeitY moderated the Technology Stack for
Skilling. Mr. Hemang Jani, Secretary, Capacity Building Commission, Ms. Deepali Upadhyay,
Director-AIM (NITI Aayog), and Ms. Kirti Seth, CEO, NASSCOM - Future Skills, graced the
sessions as panelists and put forth their views on Mission KarmaYogi, Atal Tinkering Lab,
FutureSkills Prime, Digital Literacy, Capacity Building Through Technology and iGoT. It was also
shared in the session that 9800+ Atal Tinkering Labs were only possible due the technology
stack and other platforms developed by the government and external agencies.
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The last session of the day was on the theme ‘Digital Inclusion and Connecting Unconnected’.
Digital Inclusion and Connecting Unconnected

cr

This session was moderated by Mr. Sushil Pal, Joint Secretary, MeitY. The thought-provoking
panel discussion was graced by Mr. Abhishek Singh, CEO, MyGov, Mr. Sanjay Kumar Rakesh,
CEO, Common Service Centre (CSC), Mr. Anil Agarwal, Addl. Director, NeGD & Dr. Padmaja
Joshi, Sr. Director, CDAC. The panel contemplated the challenges associated with digital
inclusion and deep-dived into discussions on MyGov, CSC, UMANG and mSeva App Store. The
panel concluded that technical challenge is not the critical factor in enabling effective delivery of
services, but it really takes a lot of efforts to bring process reengineering, change management
& capacity building of stakeholders.
The recorded sessions can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/DigitalIndiaofficial. The final
day of India Stack Knowledge Exchange 2022 will be held on 9 July 2022.
*********
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Date : 2022-07-10

NORTH ZONAL COUNCIL DISCUSSES SECURITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

Union Home Minister Amit Shah chairing a meeting of the Northern Zonal Council in Jaipur on
Saturday.PTI-

m

The Northern Zonal Council deliberated on the issues of internal security, roads, transport,
industries, water, power, cyber crime and other subjects of common interests for eight northern
States and Union Territories at its meeting held in the Rajasthan capital on Saturday. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, who heads the Council, presided over the meeting.
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The Chief Ministers, Lt. Governors and other functionaries representing the States and Union
Territories highlighted the need for mutual coordination in the spirit of cooperative federalism to
deal with the threats to internal security. Mr. Shah laid emphasis on an effective cooperation
among all States to control organised crime.
In addition to Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, Chief Ministers Manohar Lal Khattar and
Jai Ram Thakur of Haryana and Himachal Pradesh, Lt. Governors Vinai Kumar Saxena and
Radha Krishna Mathur of Delhi and Ladakh, and Punjab Governor and administrator of
Chandigarh Banwarilal Purohit attended the meeting. Senior officials from these States were
also present.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and his Punjab counterpart Bhagwant Mann skipped the
meeting. A government official said that Mr. Mann had confirmed his participation but was
represented by Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema instead. Apart from the Delhi Lt.
Governor, Deputy CM Manish Sisodia represented the National Capital Territory. No official from
Jammu and Kashmir attended the meeting.
Mr. Shah also stressed the need to train police officers, public prosecutors and cutting-edge
agencies, including telecom companies and their point of sale agents, with new technology and
advanced skills. He called for maximum use of information technology tools to detect cyber
crimes and take systematic measures to prevent their recurrence.
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On the issue of river water sharing, Mr. Shah asked the States to adopt a “cordial approach” and
find a time-bound solution. “All the stakeholders should come together to establish a strong
cooperative mechanism for development, for which purpose the Regional Councils were
created,” he said.
A total of 47 issues were discussed at the meeting. Official sources said that four of them were
identified as important topics at the national level and were being discussed in the meetings of
various Zonal Councils. These include improving banking services in rural areas, monitoring
cases of rape and sexual offences against women and children, setting up fast track courts for
such cases and implementing the Direct Benefit Transfer.
Rajasthan CM Mr. Gehlot sought the creation of the post for a member from Rajsthan in the
Bhakra Beas Management Board (BBMB) and raised the demand for grant of national project
status to the State’s ambitious Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP), which will benefit 13
districts through interlinking of three rivers. The project’s cost is at present estimated at
Rs.37,200 crore.
Mr. Gehlot pointed out that Prime Minister Narendra Modi had promise to declare ERCP as a
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national project in his rallies held in Jaipur and Ajmer before the 2018 State Assembly election.
He said the State had been raising the issue continuously at the central level. The national
project status will fix the share of the Centre and the State in the expenditure in the ratio of
90:10.
The CM also said that the State governments should get more rights to control cooperative
societies and the registration of multi-State cooperative societies by the Centre should be
banned.

m

He sought a revision in the funding pattern for the execution of schemes under the Jal Jeevan
Mission in view of the State’s difficult geography.
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Mr. Shah later went to the BJP State headquarters to meet the party leaders. The BJP sources
said the Union Home Minister discussed the preparations for the 2023 Assembly election with
State president Satish Poonia, former Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje and other leaders.
(With inputs from Vijaita Singh in New Delhi)
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WADING INTO A CONTROVERSY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process

KERALA, PALAKKAD, 10/06/2022. Swapna Suresh, an accused in the diplomatic channel gold
smuggling case, during a meet the press in Palakkad on Friday. Photo: KK MUSTAFAH / THE
HINDU
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An ongoing controversy over Kerala’s diplomatic channel gold smuggling case shifted its focus
suddenly to a high-profile non-governmental organisation named Highrange Rural Development
Society (HRDS) India when it hired and fired Swapna Suresh (in picture), one of the key
accused in the case, within a few months.
At no time in its 25-year history has the HRDS been much under the spotlight than when it hired
Ms. Swapna in February this year. Since then, the Thodupuzha-based NGO has frequently been
in news.
Many times it denied the allegations that it was a body meant to cover the Sangh Parivar
interests. Yet, some of its top functionaries have close links with the Sangh Parivar and the BJP.
The circumstances that led to the hiring of Ms. Swapna and the days that followed raised
questions about the role of the Sangh in placing her with the HRDS.
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With the apparent support of some top Sangh leaders, Ms. Swapna appeared before a
magistrate in Kochi and gave a confidential confession directly linking Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, his family and a few top bureaucrats and politicians with the gold smuggling case.
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“We cannot take this harassment any longer. Different agencies of police are routinely coming
and questioning our staff since we gave a job to Swapna. It has begun to affect our functioning,”
said HRDS chief coordinator Joy Mathew, after sacking Swapna last week. According to him,
the HRDS does not have the wherewithal to take on the government agencies.
Tribal development

cr

Headed by its founder-secretary Aji Krishnan and president Atma Nambi, the HRDS says it
works for tribal development. With offices in Delhi, Palakkad and Attappady, the HRDS has
devised several projects with special focus on tribal development in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat,
Tripura, Assam and Jharkhand. But interestingly, two of its major projects have run into rough
weather in the tribal land of Attappady.
Even when there were allegations that the HRDS has more to hide than what it speaks profusely
about its multi-crore projects, some of those who associated with and funded it in the initial days
have distanced themselves from it apparently over lack of transparency. Former Union Minister
K. Krishnakumar, who moved over to the BJP, and the Madhava Warrier Foundation headed by
Mumbai-based businessman and a Sangh Parivar sympathiser Madhava Warrier are some of
them.
The huge amount of funds that the HRDS handles for its projects makes it different from other
NGOs that function in tribal areas. For a housing project named Sadhgraha, the HRDS has
earmarked a whopping Rs. 53,015.29 crore. For a medicinal plants cultivation project titled
‘Karshaka’, it has earmarked Rs. 270 crore. But both projects brought the HRDS under the
scanner in Attappady. An Assembly subcommittee is currently investigating the role of the NGO
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in an alleged land grabbing scandal.
Under the ambitious Karshaka project the NGO tried to procure 5,000 acres of tribal land on
lease for 30 years. Some former bureaucrats, including R. Ramachandran Nair and his
Vidyadhiraja Vidya Samajam, were in the thick of the controversy as the tribes-people raised a
hue and cry against the land-grabbing mafia of Attappady.

m

“It’s just the tip of the iceberg. People don’t know what is happening in the name of tribal
development in Attappady. Some big names are involved in the land-grab deals. We hope the
Assembly inquiry committee will bring to light the shady deals that could have erased the tribal
lands of Attappady forever,” said N. Padmanabhan, a former journalist and chairman of the
Jananeethi, a civil society organisation.

Our code of editorial values
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The 100-odd low-cost houses constructed by the HRDS in Attappady for the tribes-people under
the ambitious Sadhgraha project have gone abegging. The 370-sq. ft houses made of fibre
cement panels and corrugated sheets cost Rs. 5 lakh each. But the civic bodies in Attappady
objected to them as they were built without the consent of the Tribal Development Department.
Politics may be behind the denial of permission, but the multi-crore project of the HRDS has
grounded in the tribal land that the NGO has made its home.
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ED FILES COMPLAINT AGAINST AMNESTY INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The Enforcement Directorate has filed a prosecution complaint (charge sheet) against Amnesty
International India Private Ltd. (AIIPL), Indians for Amnesty International Trust (IAIT) and others
in a money laundering case.
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The move comes after the Adjudicating Authority of the ED imposed penalties of Rs. 51.72 crore
on AIIPL and Rs. 10 crore on its then chief executive officer, Aakar Patel, in connection with a
show cause notice issued under the Foreign Exchange Management Act in 2019.
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The money laundering case is based on the first information report registered by the Central
Bureau of Investigation against the accused entities for alleged violation of the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA).
According to the ED, in 2011-12, Amnesty International India Foundation Trust (AIIFT) had been
granted permission under the FCRA for receiving foreign contribution from Amnesty
International-United Kingdom. However, the permission was subsequently revoked on the basis
of adverse inputs received from security agencies.
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Then, two new entities — IAIT and AIIPL — were formed in 2013-14 and 2012-13 allegedly to
escape the FCRA route and receive overseas funds in the guise of service export and Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI). Amnesty International-U.K. sent Rs. 51.72 crore to AIIPL on the pretext
of export of services and FDI.
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The agency alleged that there was no documentary evidence for the export of services
supposedly extended to Amnesty International-U.K. No proof was submitted by AIIPL to the
audhorised dealer banks in this regard.
“Amnesty International India Private Limited and others have committed scheduled offence by
claiming to be carrying out ‘civil society work’, but receiving forexin a profit-making company,
thereby misutilising the FDI,” said an official, adding that remittances received by AIIPL were
layered into IAIT, which was a charitable trust.

cr

The ED had earlier attached movable properties worth Rs. 19.54 crore and the attachment
orders have been confirmed by the Prevention of Money Laundering Act Adjudicating Authority.
“In light of above, a prosecution complaint has been filed under the PMLA against Amnesty
International India Private Limited and others in the court of Principal City Civil and Sessions
Judge, Bengaluru City, Bengaluru,” the official said.
Amnesty India on Saturday tweeted: “We reiterate that the allegations of @dir_ed, a financial
investigation agency under @FinMinIndia, that Amnesty International India was involved in
‘money laundering’, are patently untrue.”
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Date : 2022-07-11

A MESS THAT IS HARD TO CLEAN UP
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

Mangaluru MLA U.T. Khader visits the protest site of the sanitation workers in front of the
Deputy Commissioner’s office in Mangaluru | Photo Credit: MANJUNATH H.S.
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Pourakarmikas (sanitation workers) across Karnataka launched a strike on July 1 demanding
abolition of the system of contractual employment through contractors. The strike was withdrawn
four days later, with Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai promising to form a committee to work out
the modalities for drafting the workers on permanent rolls of city corporations, including the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), in three months. Will solid waste management
(SWM) in the State finally come out of the clutches of contractors then? The history of the
struggle of pourakarmikas in Karnataka shows that this is not an easy goal.
The strike is the latest turn in a saga that can be traced back to 1976 when the Devaraj Urs-led
government formed a committee led by I.P.D. Salappa to look into the issues of sanitation
workers. The report of that committee, recommending direct employment of workers and welfare
measures, is still awaiting implementation.
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Most city corporations in Karnataka stopped direct recruitment of sanitation workers after
liberalisation and issued contracts to vendors for sweeping streets as well as door-step
collection and transportation of garbage. These vendors in turn recruited sanitation workers.
These contractors slowly evolved into a politically well-connected and money-spinning lobby.
Bengaluru, for instance, spends nearly 1,200 crore annually for SWM mostly through contractors
and has faced allegations of bogus billing and kickbacks.
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Sanitation workers’ demand for permanent government employment, which grew loud around
2010-11, began as a protest against payment of salaries below the prescribed minimum wage,
sexual abuse of the women workforce, use of violence and firings of anyone who questioned the
system. Following a strike in 2016, the then Congress government announced abolition of the
contract system and employment of all sanitation workers by city corporations. However,
contractors managed to derail the system in part.
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The Karnataka Municipalities (Pourakarmikas Recruitment) (Special Rules), 2017, categorised
only those deployed to sweep the streets as pourakarmikas and brought them under a direct
payment scheme, essentially on contractual employment but directly with city corporations
instead of contractors. This meant the stranglehold of contractors over garbage collection and
transportation (van drivers, loaders etc.) continued.
The process of bringing pourakarmikas under a direct payment scheme exposed massive
corruption in the garbage contract system. Contractors had been claiming salaries for over
31,000 pourakarmikas from BBMP, but the civic body could only find 17,000-odd pourakarmikas
when it brought all those working under its direct contract. Probe into the scam has made no
headway till date.
During the recent strike, sanitation workers demanded that all of them be considered
pourakarmikas and provided permanent employment by city corporations. The State
government has now said that it will make sweepers permanent and “try to” bring other
sanitation workers under the direct payment scheme. If this is implemented, city corporations
would take back the role of end-to-end SWM in-house, eliminating all contracts. This assurance
by the State government comes amidst the Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Ltd., a new
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parastatal, being set up for SWM in the city. It has finalised the draft of a new garbage collection
and transportation tender for five years. Tenders are scheduled to be floated later this month.
Whether they will be floated or not will tell us whether the contractors will finally be eliminated in
the sector. With Assembly elections slated in 2023 in Karnataka and BBMP polls likely before
that, this question becomes all the more significant.
adhitya.bharadwaj@thehindu.co.in
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Date : 2022-07-11

WHAT AILS THE CURRENT APPROACH TO AYURVEDA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

‘Outdated pathophysiological conjectures have become fossilised in the current approach to the
subject’ | Photo Credit: Getty Images

m

Ayurveda, India’s traditional medicine, has been in practice for close to three millennia. Even
today, this ancient system serves the health-care needs of millions of Indians. The adaptation of
a traditional knowledge-system for current use comes with its challenges, which, if dealt with
lackadaisically, can endanger the welfare of its users. A few challenges that the Ayurveda
establishment has for long failed to skilfully address are discussed here.
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Ayurveda’s ancient treatises, for obvious reasons, cannot be expected to retain relevance in
their entirety. They contain useful portions alongside obsolete ones. Therefore, a dispassionate
sifting through their contents is a prerequisite for their prudent practical use. Valuable
observations relating to health promotion and illness management need to be carefully sifted
from outdated theories, implausible conjectures, and socio-religious superstitions.
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An example would make this point clear. While documenting its observations on the benefits of
physical exercise, an Ayurveda classic notes: “A sense of ease, improved fitness, easy
digestion, ideal body-weight, and handsomeness of bodily features are the benefits that would
accrue from regular exercise.” These observations are as valid today as they were 1,500 years
ago when they were first documented. But, such continued validity cannot be claimed for the
physiological and pathological conjectures the same text contains.
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On urine formation, for instance, the text posits that tiny ducts from the intestines carry urine to
fill the bladder. This simplistic scheme of urine formation has no role for the kidneys at all.
Needless to say, this very outdated idea can have no place in current medical education except
as an anecdote from history. Placing such conjectural ideas side by side with modern physiology
and implicitly equalising the truth value of both is a serious malaise that has been plaguing the
current approach to Ayurveda. Teachers of Ayurveda physiology have the unenviable job of
constantly grappling with the difficulty of reconciling ancient speculations with established
scientific facts.
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Two main factors — one theoretical and the other epistemological — have led to this sad
situation. The tridosha theory of Ayurveda is a rough-and-ready model that the ancients devised
to systematise their medical experience. Clinical features of illnesses and therapeutic measures
to manage them were all classified on the basis of this heuristic model. In the absence of a
cogent understanding of the biological processes underlying health and illness, speculations on
these topics were also woven around the same model. The theory thus has aspects that are
heuristically tenable alongside those that are merely conjectural. Recasting the theory in a way
that retains the relevant aspects while jettisoning the obsolete parts is a priority area in
Ayurvedic research. The research centres under the Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and
naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy) have remained oblivious to this important work
and their omissions have resulted in retaining the theory, lock, stock, and barrel. Consequently,
outdated pathophysiological conjectures have become fossilised in the current approach to the
subject.
The other factor that has been instrumental in choking the renewal of Ayurveda is the
widespread belief among its academics that ancient texts, by virtue of their being divined by
sages in deep yogic states, retain timeless relevance. This notion of epistemic superiority has its
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roots in the hugely influential memorandum on the Science and Art of Indian Medicine authored
by G. Srinivasa Murti. The memorandum formed part of two reports: of the Usman Committee
(1923) and later, of the Chopra Committee (1948). The flawed idea, antithetical to the yuktivyapashraya (reason-based) character of classical ayurveda, has kept the field from
demystifying its theories and achieving the reforms long overdue. In short, the belief in epistemic
superiority has dethroned ancient medical writings from being revisable scientific treatises into
being dogmatic scriptures.
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A century ago, P.S. Varier of the Arya Vaidya Sala Kottakkal noted that the “ Sareerasthana
(section on body structure and function in the Ayurvedic classics) must firstly be revised and
made clearer and the remaining parts must be suited to it ( sic). Secondly, after this, the other
important works should also be corrected. Necessary additions must be made either by
translations or by collaboration with experts in portions still deficient.” Ironically, Varier’s
submission also forms part of the Usman Committee report alluded to earlier. His suggestions
though appear to have fallen on deaf ears. More recently, scholars such as Debiprasad
Chattopadhyaya and Priyavrat Sharma have also drawn attention to the myth of epistemic
superiority that has rendered Ayurveda texts non-revisable. But the Ayurveda establishment and
its research centres have stayed intellectually inept to address the issue. What can enhanced
funding do in a field that lacks a vibrant intellectual resource?
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A recent article in the Indian Journal of Medical Ethics has renewed the plea to reform and
update Ayurveda. Titled “Confessions of an Ayurveda Professor”, the article is authored by
Kishor Patwardhan, a faculty member of Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi. Prof. Patwardhan
has candidly admitted that the anatomy and physiology contained in the Ayurvedic classics is
mostly outdated and that the official approach to this subject is misguided. He has also disclosed
the ecosystem-influences that made him adopt a wrong approach to the subject and the illeffects this approach has had. While implicitly retracting his book Human Physiology in
Ayurveda, he has called for a thorough change in the curriculum.
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This article also points out the flawed approach of making ancient concepts sound relevant by
super-imposing current scientific findings upon them. In addition to resulting in a travesty of
truth, such misinterpretations in a practical field such as Ayurveda carry the risk of leading to
dangerously wrong clinical choices. While petitioning for a scientific scrutiny of Ayurveda’s
foundational theories, the professor hopes that Ayurveda students get to unreservedly study
current anatomy and physiology.
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The Ministry of AYUSH must wake up and take cognisance of the points made here. Academics
drawing handsome salaries from government-run AYUSH institutes need to see how sinful it is
to hand over an unprocessed proto-science to gullible youngsters and then mislead them into
believing that it is a super-sophisticated advanced science. As a medical system, Ayurveda is
valuable immensely for its observations, only marginally for its theories, and not at all for its
speculations. The sooner the establishment comes to terms with this basic truth, the better.
G.L. Krishna is an Ayurveda physician and Homi Bhabha Fellow. He is also a visiting scholar at
the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru. E-mail: krishnagl@iisc.ac.in
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ASSESSING JUVENILITY A ‘DELICATE TASK’: SC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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NEW DELHI, 03/08/2019: A view of Supreme Court of India during a hearing on Ayodhya issue
at Supreme Court , as the the mediation process in the Ayodhya temple-mosque case has failed
to evolve any solution, the Supreme Court said today, declaring daily hearings from August 6 in
the decades-old dispute, in New Delhi on Friday . Photo: Sushil Kumar Verma / The Hindu
SUPREME_COURT
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The “delicate task” of deciding whether juveniles aged between 16 and 18, accused of heinous
offences such as murder, can be tried like adults should be based on “meticulous psychological
investigation” rather than be left to the discretion and perfunctory “wisdom” of juvenile justice
boards and children’s courts across the country, the Supreme Court held in a judgment on
Wednesday.
Initial assessment

Section 15 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act of 2015 requires a
“preliminary assessment” to be done of the mental and physical capacity of juveniles, aged
between 16 and 18, who are involved in serious crimes.
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The assessment is meant to gauge a child’s ability to understand the consequences ofthe
offence and the circumstances in which he or she allegedly committed the offence.
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If the Juvenile Justice Board is of the opinion that the juvenile should not be treated as an adult,
it would not pass on the case to the children’s court and hear the case itself. In that case, if the
child is found guilty, he would be sent to juvenile care for three years.
On the other hand, if the Board decides to refer the case to the children’s court for trial as an
adult, the juvenile, if guilty, would even face life imprisonment.
‘Mental capacity’

cr

“The report of the preliminary assessment decides the germane question of transferring the case
of a child between 16 and 18 years of age to the children’s court. This evaluation of ‘mental
capacity and ability to understand the consequences’ of the child in conflict with law can, in no
way, be relegated to the status of a perfunctory and a routine task. The process of taking a
decision on which the fate of the child in conflict with law precariously rests, should not be taken
without conducting a meticulous psychological evaluation,” a Bench of Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and Vikram Nath observed.
The court discovered that there were neither guidelines nor a specific framework in place for
conduct of the preliminary assessment.
Guidelines needed
“It appears expedient that appropriate and specific guidelines are put in place… We leave it
open for the Centre and the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights and the State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights to consider issuing guidelines or directions in this
regard,” Justice Nath, who authored the judgment, ordered.

Page 59
The court said the Board which conducts the assessment of the child should have at least one
child psychologist. It should further take the assistance of experienced psychologists or
psychosocial workers.
The apex court’s judgment came while dismissing the appeals filed by the CBI and the relative
of a Class 2 child who was allegedly found murdered in the washroom of his Gurugram school in
2017.
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The suspect, a Class 9 student of the same school, underwent a preliminary assessment in
which it was decided that he should be tried as an adult. The Bench found that his assessment
was limited to an IQ test. The apex court upheld the High Court’s decision to reverse the
assessment and refer the case back to the Juvenile Justice Board for a fresh ‘preliminary
assessment’ of the now 21-year-old.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 60
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-07-14

INDIA RANKS 135 IN GENDER GAP INDEX
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Global Gender Report, 2022, which includes the index, says it will now take 132 years to
reach gender parity, with the gap reducing only by four years since 2021 and the gender gap
closed by 68.1%. But this does not compensate for the generational loss between 2020 and
2021 as the trends leading up to 2020 showed that the gender gap was set to close within 100
years. South Asia will take the longest to reach gender parity, which is estimated to be likely in
197 years.

S.
co

India ranks poorly among its neighbours and is behind Bangladesh (71), Nepal (96), Sri Lanka
(110), Maldives (117) and Bhutan (126).
Only Iran (143), Pakistan (145) and Afghanistan (146) performance was worse than India in
South Asia.
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In 2021, India ranked 140 out of a total 156 countries on the index. The Global Gender Gap
Index benchmarks gender parity across four key dimensions or sub-indices — economic
participation and opportunity, educational attainment, health and survival, and political
empowerment. It measures scores on a 0-to-100 scale, which can be interpreted as the distance
covered towards parity or the percentage of the gender gap that has been closed.
India ranks 146 in health and survival, 143 in economic participation and opportunity, 107 in
educational attainment and 48th in political empowerment.
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SC SLAMS NAGALAND GOVERNMENT FOR DELAYING
33% WOMEN’S QUOTA IN LOCAL BODIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Supreme Court on Thursday slammed the Nagaland government for delaying the
implementation of 33% women’s reservation in local bodies for years which has impacted the
conduct of elections to urban local bodies in the North eastern State. The issue has in the past
invited opposition from sections of the Naga society, who had contended that it was against their
customary laws protected under Article 371(A) of the Constitution. The State had seen violence
over the contentious issue.
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NAARI ADALAT TO BE SET UP IN A PHASED MANNER
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

m

The Ministry of Women and Child Development will implement “naari adalat” (women’s courts)
led by women’s collectives in the country in a phased manner as an alternative grievance
redressl mechanism to resolve “petty” disputes at the gram panchayat level. The scheme is part
of the Ministry guidelines for the Mission Shakti umbrella scheme released on Thursday.
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The umbrella scheme comprises of sub-schemes for women’s safety and empowerment.
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PANEL FOR TRIMMING CHANCELLOR’S POWERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The Kerala State University Law Reforms Commission (KSULRC) has recommended trimming
the powers of the Chancellor while enhancing the role of the Pro-Chancellor in the university
system.
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The government-appointed commission, chaired by former Vice Chancellor of the National
University of Advanced Legal Studies (NUALS) N.K. Jayakumar, has suggested ensuring that
the Chancellorship does not involve an overarching role in State universities.
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“It is inconceivable how the Governor, who does not possess any discretionary power acting in
the capacity of the Governor, can exercise any discretionary power when he is acting as
Chancellor ex officio. The Governor as Chancellor ex officio can exercise only those powers
conferred on him by the Assembly through legislation,” the commission observed.
Practice may continue
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Even while taking note of the decisions taken by States, including West Bengal and Rajasthan,
in divesting the Governor of the office of the Chancellor, the commission has advocated
persisting with the existing practice. However, it has recommended changing the provisions that
empower the Chancellor to take decisions on matters requiring legal knowledge and that confer
discretionary powers “which may lead to arbitrary or biased decisions.”
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A university tribunal chaired by a sitting or former judge of the Supreme Court or High Court and
comprising a senior lawyer and an experienced academic as members should be entrusted with
decision making in legal matters. Moreover, the Vice Chancellor, “who is familiar with the ground
realities”, or the government, “which is ultimately accountable to the people,” must be given the
discretionary powers required to adopt appropriate decisions, the panel stated.
The commission also proposed the inclusion of a provision whereby the Chancellor’s assent to a
Statute shall be deemed to have been given on the expiry of 60 days from the date of its
submission. While the Chancellor can refer a Statute back to the senate, it will come into effect if
it has been passed again by the statutory body.
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Mooting a ‘guiding role’ for the Pro-Chancellor, the commission has suggested that the Higher
Education Minister who assumes the responsibility should have the right to call for any
information relating to the academic or administrative affairs of State universities.
The panel has also recommended increasing the age limit for appointment as Vice Chancellors
from 60 to 65. Kannur University Vice Chancellor Gopinath Ravindran, KSHEC executive body
member Joy Job Kulavelil, Malappuram Government College Principal K.K. Damodaran and
Kerala High Court advocate P.C. Sasidharan were the commission members. KSHEC research
officer Shefeeque V. coordinated the panel.

Our code of editorial values
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

Page 64

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 65
Source : www.pib.gov.in

Date : 2022-07-16

100% SATURATION OF GREY WATER MANAGEMENT
IN PAPPANKUZHI VILLAGE, TAMIL NADU
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Owing to the concerted efforts of community members and government officials, a grey water
management system has been successfully implemented in Pappankuzhi Village Panchayat in
Kanchipuram district of Tamil Nadu. The system which includes individual household soak pits
and community soak pits with either horizonal or vertical type filter, effectively treats about
42,000 litres of greywater that is generated per day in the village. The initiative is a part of the
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G) Phase II campaign of which greywater management
is an integral component.
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Community leadership: It was Swachhagrahi, Ms. A. Sarla Devi who played a crucial role
in creating awareness about the importance of solid and liquid waste management,
highlighting the need for grey water management in the village. People were made aware
of what grey water constituted and the hazards of improper management of grey water.
Thereafter, President of the village, Mr. Ganesan and the Panchayat Secretary played a
vital role in advocating the need for greywater management and allocated the necessary
funds to establish a system in Pappankuzhi in November 2021. While the Panchayat took
care of the operation and maintenance of the system, the community was encouraged to
follow certain precautions to ensure better management. This included ensuring that
waste was not dumped into the drainage channel; desilting was carried out to prevent
stagnation of grey water and cleaning of the storm water drain on a regular basis.
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Background of village: Situated in the Sriperumbudur block of Kanchipuram district,
Pappankuzhi is made up of two habitations namely, Pappankuzhi village and
Pappankuzhi colony with a total population of 1016 from 474 households. There are two
overhead tanks in the village with a capacity of 30,000 litres each. Every day, about
60,000 litres of water is consumed by the households of which 70 per cent becomes grey
water that amounts to about 42,000 litres per day.
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Earlier, in the absence of such a system, it was common to see grey water being discharged
onto the roads leading to pollution and stagnant water, the latter a breeding ground for
mosquitoes, microbes and parasites that led to diseases such as Dengue, Malaria and Cholera.
To make matters worse, there was open dumping and discharge into water bodies which
contaminated both the surface and groundwater in areas with a high-water table. The
community was also unaware that treated greywater could be used to provide relief from acute
water stress.
What is Greywater: Greywater is the category of waste water that is not contaminated
with faecal matter or urine. This includes used water from bathing, washing dishes,
laundry, etc.

Soak pit models adopted for effective GWM: Individual household soak pits which are
suitable for managing grey water at individual household level were constructed in 93
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households at a cost of Rs. 9300 each. Further, 2 community soak pits with horizontal
type filter were constructed at disposal points of drainage systems at a cost of Rs.
1,33,000 each. Such soak pits are suitable for clusters with high groundwater table and
the treated water can be used for agriculture purposes. Additionally, one community
soak pit with a vertical type filter which is suitable for clusters with low water table was
constructed at a disposal point of the drainage system at a cost of Rs.127,000.
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Individual household soak pits are simple to construct with locally available materials. Under
this system greywater can be treated at source, preventing the flow of greywater onto the village
paths, open land or stagnating in low lying areas. In Pappankuzhi village, 93 households could
not be connected to the drainage channel and hence were provided with individual household
soak pits to manage grey water.
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Components of an individual household soak pit include a collection pipe or platform where
greywater generated in households is collected; an inspection chamber where solid and other
floating material suspended in the greywater get filtered; and the soak pit that consists of a
concrete tub that is placed within where suspended particles settle, allowing greywater to
overflow into the filter media where it gets filtered and safely percolates into the ground.
Community Soak Pits with horizontal and vertical type filters: Both the Horizontal and
Vertical type filter soak pits are efficient for treatment of grey water generated from households
that have space constraints. They are usually constructed at the discharge points of the
drainage systems.
Drainage systems have been built in Pappankuzhi Village up to the grey water disposal point.
Given that horizontal type soak pits are suitable for places with high water table where the
treated water can be recovered and reused for agricultural activities; two such soak pits were
constructed in Pappankuzhi village.
On the other hand, vertical type soak pits require less land area when compared to horizontal
type soak pits and can be constructed in areas with low water table, where the treated water will
help replenish the ground water table. Pappankuzhi has one vertical soak pit that was
constructed near the Sivan Koil Street at a cost of Rs. 1,27,000.
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Owing to the concerted efforts of community members and government officials, a grey water
management system has been successfully implemented in Pappankuzhi Village Panchayat in
Kanchipuram district of Tamil Nadu. The system which includes individual household soak pits
and community soak pits with either horizonal or vertical type filter, effectively treats about
42,000 litres of greywater that is generated per day in the village. The initiative is a part of the
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G) Phase II campaign of which greywater management
is an integral component.

cr

ac
k

IA

Community leadership: It was Swachhagrahi, Ms. A. Sarla Devi who played a crucial role
in creating awareness about the importance of solid and liquid waste management,
highlighting the need for grey water management in the village. People were made aware
of what grey water constituted and the hazards of improper management of grey water.
Thereafter, President of the village, Mr. Ganesan and the Panchayat Secretary played a
vital role in advocating the need for greywater management and allocated the necessary
funds to establish a system in Pappankuzhi in November 2021. While the Panchayat took
care of the operation and maintenance of the system, the community was encouraged to
follow certain precautions to ensure better management. This included ensuring that
waste was not dumped into the drainage channel; desilting was carried out to prevent
stagnation of grey water and cleaning of the storm water drain on a regular basis.
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Background of village: Situated in the Sriperumbudur block of Kanchipuram district,
Pappankuzhi is made up of two habitations namely, Pappankuzhi village and
Pappankuzhi colony with a total population of 1016 from 474 households. There are two
overhead tanks in the village with a capacity of 30,000 litres each. Every day, about
60,000 litres of water is consumed by the households of which 70 per cent becomes grey
water that amounts to about 42,000 litres per day.
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Earlier, in the absence of such a system, it was common to see grey water being discharged
onto the roads leading to pollution and stagnant water, the latter a breeding ground for
mosquitoes, microbes and parasites that led to diseases such as Dengue, Malaria and Cholera.
To make matters worse, there was open dumping and discharge into water bodies which
contaminated both the surface and groundwater in areas with a high-water table. The
community was also unaware that treated greywater could be used to provide relief from acute
water stress.
What is Greywater: Greywater is the category of waste water that is not contaminated
with faecal matter or urine. This includes used water from bathing, washing dishes,
laundry, etc.

Soak pit models adopted for effective GWM: Individual household soak pits which are
suitable for managing grey water at individual household level were constructed in 93
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households at a cost of Rs. 9300 each. Further, 2 community soak pits with horizontal
type filter were constructed at disposal points of drainage systems at a cost of Rs.
1,33,000 each. Such soak pits are suitable for clusters with high groundwater table and
the treated water can be used for agriculture purposes. Additionally, one community
soak pit with a vertical type filter which is suitable for clusters with low water table was
constructed at a disposal point of the drainage system at a cost of Rs.127,000.
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Individual household soak pits are simple to construct with locally available materials. Under
this system greywater can be treated at source, preventing the flow of greywater onto the village
paths, open land or stagnating in low lying areas. In Pappankuzhi village, 93 households could
not be connected to the drainage channel and hence were provided with individual household
soak pits to manage grey water.
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Components of an individual household soak pit include a collection pipe or platform where
greywater generated in households is collected; an inspection chamber where solid and other
floating material suspended in the greywater get filtered; and the soak pit that consists of a
concrete tub that is placed within where suspended particles settle, allowing greywater to
overflow into the filter media where it gets filtered and safely percolates into the ground.
Community Soak Pits with horizontal and vertical type filters: Both the Horizontal and
Vertical type filter soak pits are efficient for treatment of grey water generated from households
that have space constraints. They are usually constructed at the discharge points of the
drainage systems.
Drainage systems have been built in Pappankuzhi Village up to the grey water disposal point.
Given that horizontal type soak pits are suitable for places with high water table where the
treated water can be recovered and reused for agricultural activities; two such soak pits were
constructed in Pappankuzhi village.
On the other hand, vertical type soak pits require less land area when compared to horizontal
type soak pits and can be constructed in areas with low water table, where the treated water will
help replenish the ground water table. Pappankuzhi has one vertical soak pit that was
constructed near the Sivan Koil Street at a cost of Rs. 1,27,000.
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With the first case of monkeypox in WHO South-East Asia Region reported from India, AIIMS'
Department of Medicine Additional Professor Piyush Ranjan on 15 July assured that there is no
reason to worry, but cautioned that it can be fatal for children as compared to the covid virus.
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"No reason to worry as the monkeypox virus's infectivity is very less though it can be fatal for
children as compared to the covid virus," ANI quoted Piyush Ranjan as saying.

S.
co

Elaborating on the symptoms, Dr. Ranjan said that monkeypox symptoms are like smallpox and
chickenpox. "At the onset, patients will have fever, and enlargement of lymph nodes. After 1-5
days, they may report rashes on the face, palms & soles. They may have rashes in the cornea
leading to blindness," he added.
Apart from this, Dr Ranjan also said that Monkeypox virus transmits from animals to human
beings by close contact or through face-to-face contact with infected people for a longer
duration.
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Earlier in the day, WHO South-East Asia Regional Director Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh that the
region has been on alert for monkeypox and nations have been taking measures to rapidly
detect and take appropriate measures to prevent the spread of monkeypox.
Over 6,000 cases of monkeypox and three deaths have been reported from across 60 countries
since the beginning of the year. More cases can be expected as surveillance expands, a WHO
press release read.
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In the region, the risk is assessed as moderate. On 23 June, WHO convened a meeting of the
Emergency Committee to seek expert advice if the ongoing outbreak was a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern.
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The committee recommended intense response to curtail the spread of the ongoing outbreak, in
view of low population immunity against pox virus infection and risk of further sustained
transmission into the wider population. The next meeting of the Emergency Committee has been
convened on 21 July.
With PTI inputs.
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SAVING MOTHERS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF MATERNAL HEALTH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Few things in science or social science are as incontestable as the importance of maternal
health to human development. Maternal mortality indicates a woman’s ability to access health
care, contraceptive devices, nutrition, and, in a sense, is a mark of the efficiency of a health-care
system in responding to demands made of it. A recent study published in the peer-reviewed
journal, PLOS Global Public Health, casts a shadow over the progress of health care targeting
women in the country, but also, questions the reliability of the country’s own periodic estimates
of maternal mortality ratio, or MMR (number of mothers who die from complications in
pregnancy for every one lakh live births.) Researchers from the International Institute for
Population Sciences triangulated data from routine records of maternal deaths under the Health
Management Information System, with Census data and the Sample Registration System (SRS)
to provide the MMR for all States and districts of India. The analysis suggests that 70% of
districts (448 out of 640 districts) in India have reported MMR above 70 deaths — a target under
the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). Many of the districts in southern
India and Maharashtra have an MMR of less than 70. At the same time, the north-eastern and
central regions have the least number of districts (12 and six districts, respectively) with an MMR
less than 70. Significantly, it also demonstrates the presence of huge within-State inequalities,
even among the better performers — Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and
Telangana. Similar heterogeneity was observed in other States as well. According to the SRS
(2016-18), only Assam (215) has an MMR of more than 200, while in this district-level
assessment, the indications are that about 130 districts have reported above 200 MMR.
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It is ironic that as the nation plans to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Independence grandly, so
many districts still show a very high MMR, clearly indicative of the inadequacy of responsiveness
of health systems. But that is not the only reason. There is adequate proof that improvements in
access to contraceptives, antenatal care, post-delivery health care, body mass index, and the
economic status, besides a concerted reduction of higher-order births, births in higher ages, will
help reduce MMR. The message during this milestone anniversary year is two pronged: improve
overall care for women, and keep real time track of such crucial health data. Immediate action is
required to meet the SDG goal regarding MMR. Ultimately, it is more than about just the
numbers. There are people — mothers and infants, entire families — behind these numbers who
will benefit from such an urgent and intense action on reducing eminently preventable deaths.
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WOMEN HAVE RIGHT TO SAFE ABORTION: SC
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Denying an unmarried woman the right to a safe abortion violates her personal autonomy and
freedom, the Supreme Court held in an order on Thursday.
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A Bench led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud was hearing the appeal of a woman who wanted to
abort her 24-week pregnancy after her relationship failed and her partner left her.
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The lower court had taken an “unduly restrictive view” that her plea for a safe abortion was not
covered under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act as the pregnancy arose from a
consensual relationship outside wedlock.
Chastising the lower court, the Bench said live-in relationships had already been recognised by
the Supreme Court. There were a significant number of people in social mainstream who see no
wrong in engaging in pre-marital sex. The law could not be used to quench “notions of social
morality” and unduly interfere in their personal autonomy and bodily integrity.
Key amendment
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The court noted that an amendment to the Act in 2021 had substituted the term ‘husband’ with
‘partner’, a clear signal that the law covered unmarried women within its ambit.
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“A woman’s right to reproductive choice is an inseparable part of her personal liberty under
Article 21 of the Constitution. She has a sacrosanct right to bodily integrity,” the court quoted
from precedents. The court said forcing a woman to continue with her pregnancy would not only
be a violation of her bodily integrity but also aggravate her mental trauma.
The court ordered a medical board to be formed by the AIIMS to check whether it was safe to
conduct an abortion on the woman and submit a report in a week.
The Bench posted the case for August 2.
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PATENT AWARDED FOR USE OF ADVANCED
AUTOMATED SYSTEM OR INSTRUMENT FOR
THERAPEUTIC EMESIS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Ayush sector has been constantly attempting to use technology and new innovation for
various Ayurveda therapies. An advanced automated system or instrument for Therapeutic
Emesis has been developed, which will make this therapy simple and convenient. Dr. B
Sreenivasa Prasad, President, Board of Ayurveda, National Commission for Indian System of
Medicine (NCISM) and his team of inventor were granted a patent for development of advanced
automated system or instrument for Therapeutic Emesis by Controller of Patents, Government
of India.
Panchakarma are the prime treatment modality in ayurveda. Panchakarma are administered for
prevention, manage, cure as well as for rejuvenation purpose. Vamana (therapeutic emesis),
virechana (therapeutic purgation), basti (therapeutic enema), nasya (therapy through nasal route
and rakthamokshana (blood letting therapy) are the five procedures under panchakarma.
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Vamana i.e., a therapeutic procedure that expels impurities or doshas through oral route. The
procedure is tedious to administer for both patient and panchakarma expert consultant. Further
handling the vomitus hygienically is a major challenge. Till now there is no any technology
developed to ease the procedure.
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The present patented equipment 'Advanced Automated Equipment or System for Therapeutic
Emesis' has been developed to administer the difficult Vamana procedure comfortably. This
technology is equipped with monitors for monitoring of vital data of patients during the
procedure. There is provision for handling the vomitus hygienically and as per biomedical waste
management policy. It is also provided with emergency kit that is required to manage
complications of the procedure. Clinical parameters that are required to assess the procedure
are also automated. In total this technology is the complete solution for administering the
Vamana procedure comfortably.
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This Product has been developed by Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Ayurtech Incubation Centre of KLE
Ayurworld and KLE Engineering college at Belagavi, Karnataka. The Technology was amongst
Top 10 at IICDC 2018 and Incubate at NSRCEL, IIM Bangalore and supported by DST and
Texas Instruments.
This advanced automated system will help the Ayurveda fraternity in teaching and practicing
Ayurveda with use of technology. Going forward commercialization of this invention is also being
looked into, so that it can be used in across hospitals in the country.
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The Ayush sector has been constantly attempting to use technology and new innovation for
various Ayurveda therapies. An advanced automated system or instrument for Therapeutic
Emesis has been developed, which will make this therapy simple and convenient. Dr. B
Sreenivasa Prasad, President, Board of Ayurveda, National Commission for Indian System of
Medicine (NCISM) and his team of inventor were granted a patent for development of advanced
automated system or instrument for Therapeutic Emesis by Controller of Patents, Government
of India.
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Panchakarma are the prime treatment modality in ayurveda. Panchakarma are administered for
prevention, manage, cure as well as for rejuvenation purpose. Vamana (therapeutic emesis),
virechana (therapeutic purgation), basti (therapeutic enema), nasya (therapy through nasal route
and rakthamokshana (blood letting therapy) are the five procedures under panchakarma.
Vamana i.e., a therapeutic procedure that expels impurities or doshas through oral route. The
procedure is tedious to administer for both patient and panchakarma expert consultant. Further
handling the vomitus hygienically is a major challenge. Till now there is no any technology
developed to ease the procedure.
The present patented equipment 'Advanced Automated Equipment or System for Therapeutic
Emesis' has been developed to administer the difficult Vamana procedure comfortably. This
technology is equipped with monitors for monitoring of vital data of patients during the
procedure. There is provision for handling the vomitus hygienically and as per biomedical waste
management policy. It is also provided with emergency kit that is required to manage
complications of the procedure. Clinical parameters that are required to assess the procedure
are also automated. In total this technology is the complete solution for administering the
Vamana procedure comfortably.
This Product has been developed by Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Ayurtech Incubation Centre of KLE
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Ayurworld and KLE Engineering college at Belagavi, Karnataka. The Technology was amongst
Top 10 at IICDC 2018 and Incubate at NSRCEL, IIM Bangalore and supported by DST and
Texas Instruments.
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This advanced automated system will help the Ayurveda fraternity in teaching and practicing
Ayurveda with use of technology. Going forward commercialization of this invention is also being
looked into, so that it can be used in across hospitals in the country.
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WATCH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ghana in Africa has officially confirmed two cases of the Marburg virus, a highly infectious
disease, similar to Ebola
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According to the World Health Organisation, the first case was a 26-year-old male who checked
into a hospital on June 26th and died a day later. Another 51-year-old male who went to a
hospital on June 28th died the same day.
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There are no active cases in Ghana presently, but 90 contacts of the two dead patients are
being monitored.
This is the first outbreak of the disease in Ghana.

What is the Marburg virus and what are the symptoms?
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PM CONGRATULATES CITIZENS OF BURHANPUR,
MADHYA PRADESH FOR BECOMING THE FIRST HAR
GHAR JAL CERTIFIED DISTRICT IN THE COUNTRY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated the citizens of Burhanpur, Madhya
Pradesh for becoming the first Har Ghar Jal certified district in the country.
In a response to the tweet by Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, the
Prime Minister said:
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“Congratulations to my sisters and brothers of Burhanpur for this remarkable accomplishment.
This would not have been possible without a collective spirit among the people and mission
mode efforts by the JJM Team and the MP Government under Shivraj Singh Chauhan Ji.”
Congratulations to my sisters and brothers of Burhanpur for this remarkable accomplishment.
This would not have been possible without a collective spirit among the people and mission
mode efforts by the JJM Team and the MP Government under @ChouhanShivraj Ji.
https://t.co/QrYdVPMSEm
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated the citizens of Burhanpur, Madhya
Pradesh for becoming the first Har Ghar Jal certified district in the country.
In a response to the tweet by Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shakti, the
Prime Minister said:
“Congratulations to my sisters and brothers of Burhanpur for this remarkable accomplishment.
This would not have been possible without a collective spirit among the people and mission
mode efforts by the JJM Team and the MP Government under Shivraj Singh Chauhan Ji.”
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Congratulations to my sisters and brothers of Burhanpur for this remarkable accomplishment.
This would not have been possible without a collective spirit among the people and mission
mode efforts by the JJM Team and the MP Government under @ChouhanShivraj Ji.
https://t.co/QrYdVPMSEm
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ANY COUNTRY CAN USE COWIN FREE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Click of a button:A file photo of a healthcare worker registering the name of a beneficiary on the
CoWIN app.
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Any country interested can avail itself of the CoWIN platform free of cost, R.S. Sharma, Chief
Executive Officer of the National Health Authority, said.
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“Selected vendors by the country will be trained on CoWIN technology to customise it for their
requirement. Usually, since the vaccination cycle is almost the same in all countries, the
customisation will be limited to changes in field and master data configuration. Complete revamp
of the application by any country is not expected,” he told The Hindu on Saturday while speaking
about CoWIN, which provides digital support for the COVID vaccination drive in the country.
MoU signed

Dr. Sharma said India had signed a memorandum of understanding with Guyana for sharing
CoWIN. “We are in advanced talks with a couple of other nations to share CoWIN with them,” he
said.
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India crossed a milestone of administering 2 billion vaccine doses a week ago.
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Talking about the app’s continued importance, Dr. Sharma said that as CoWIN was repurposed,
it could also help achieve the vision of Universal Vaccination against COVID-19 and further be
repurposed for use in the healthcare sector.
On July 5, 2021, the Central government organised the CoWIN Global Conclave with the
endeavour to share experiences and expertise on the CoWIN platform with the global
community.
Over 140 countries participated in the event and nearly a dozen expressed interest in learning
from the platform and were considering adopting it.
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Stating that CoWIN has also become the world’s biggest digitally verifiable vaccination certificate
generating platform, Dr. Sharma said that today, the app was highly configurable and adaptable.
“It has evolved based on the changing policy landscape and the requirements of the
beneficiaries. The platform was developed at a record speed with ample consideration to its
scalability, modularity and interoperability,” he said.
Security measures
The CEO also spoke about the security measures that have been put in place to ensure data
safety and the prevention of leaks.
“CoWIN platform does not store or share any personal data. It is for vaccination purposes and is
the single source of truth to determine whether the person has been vaccinated or not,” he said.
He added the platform had deployed state-of-the-art data security systems to safeguard user
data against any possible intrusion.
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“Despite all these security features, CoWIN’s architecture still allows it to be open and
interoperable. The capability to digitally authenticate these details with Aadhaar has also been
provided to vaccinators. Otherwise, during vaccination a vaccinator could validate these details
through a physical ID,” he explained.
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He added that besides the OTP feature, the government has limited the number of slot searches
per user (restricted to 15-20) on the portal which prevents bots, browser extensions or hack
attempts. Also even the API’s shared to third parties by CoWIN is through a thorough scrutiny
process, ensuring proper security and audit.
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The WHO has declared the surge in monkeypox to be a PHEIC after experts reviewed the
situation at an emergency committee meeting two days earlier
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A Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) is the rarely used top alert
available to the World Health Organization to tackle a global disease outbreak.
The WHO on Saturday declared the surge in monkeypox to be a PHEIC after experts reviewed
the situation at an emergency committee meeting two days earlier.
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Here is a look at how the decision is made and previous PHEIC declarations:
What is a PHEIC?

The conditions which must be met are set out under the 2005 International Health Regulations
(IHR) -- the legal framework defining countries' rights and obligations in handling public health
events that could cross borders.
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A PHEIC is defined in the regulations as "an extraordinary event which is determined to
constitute a public health risk to other states through the international spread of disease and to
potentially require a coordinated international response".
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The definition implies that the situation is serious, sudden, unusual or unexpected, carries
implications for public health beyond an affected country's border, and may require immediate
international action.
Emergency committee

The WHO's 16-member emergency committee on monkeypox is chaired by Jean-Marie OkwoBele from the Democratic Republic of Congo, who is a former director of the WHO's Vaccines
and Immunisation Department.

cr

The committee brings together virologists, vaccinologists, epidemiologists and experts in the
fight against major diseases.
It is co-chaired by Nicola Low, an associate professor of epidemiology and public health
medicine from Bern University.
The other 14 members are from institutions in Brazil, Britain, Japan, Morocco, Nigeria, Russia,
Senegal, Switzerland, Thailand and the United States.
Eight advisers from Canada, the DRC, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States
also take part in the meetings.
Decision
The emergency committee provided WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus with an
assessment of the risk to human health, the risk of international spread and the risk of
interference with international traffic.
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But it was unable to reach a consensus on whether or not to trigger the highest alert, Tedros
said Saturday, so the WHO chief then had to decide himself.
Six previous PHEICS
The WHO has previously declared a PHEIC six times:
2009: H1N1 swine flu
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The pandemic was first detected in Mexico and then quickly spread across the United States
and the rest of the world.
May 2014: Poliovirus

August 2014: Ebola
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Declared following a rise in cases of wild polio and circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus.
Besides Covid, it is the only PHEIC still in place.

Outbreak in western Africa which spread to Europe and the United States.
February 2016: Zika virus

July 2019: Ebola
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The epidemic began in Brazil and heavily affected the Americas. The only PHEIC declared over
a mosquito-borne virus.
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The second Ebola PHEIC was over the outbreak in Kivu in eastern DRC.
January 2020: Covid-19

Declared when -- outside of China where the virus first emerged -- there were fewer than 100
cases and no deaths.
Covid-19 frustrations
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The Covid-19 PHEIC declaration came after a third meeting of the emergency committee on the
spreading virus. Meetings on January 22 and 23, 2020 decided that the outbreak did not
constitute a PHEIC.
Despite the declaration, it was only after March 11, that Tedros described the rapidly worsening
situation as a pandemic, leading many countries to wake up to the danger.
The sluggish global response still rankles at the WHO's headquarters and raised questions
about whether the PHEIC system under IHR was fit for purpose.
By March 11, the number of cases outside China had soared, with more than 118,000 people
having caught the disease in 114 countries, and 4,291 people having lost their lives, following a
jump in deaths in Italy and Iran.
"The warning in January was way more important than the announcement in March," WHO
emergencies director Michael Ryan said on the second anniversary of the pandemic declaration.
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"People weren't listening. We were ringing the bell and people weren't acting, added Ryan.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

m

Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.

S.
co

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 86
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-07-24

LOOKING TO NATURE FOR NEW THERAPIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Tinkering: Azithromycin was synthesised by adding one nitrogen atom to the structure of
erythromycin A. | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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Progress in medicine requires a steady pipeline of new therapeutics with desirable biological
activities. An optimistic view holds that the rapid strides made on several technological fronts
would make it easier to discover and formulate new drugs.

S.
co

An increased understanding of disease processes at the molecular level has yielded a long list
of potential drug targets. Computer-aided “Rational Drug Design”, the making of these designed
drug candidates by organic chemists, followed by high throughput screening — where
automation is used to test drug candidates — should aid in new discoveries. Yet, the pace of
introduction of new drugs has not matched expectations.
The natural world around us is a time-tested source of new therapeutics — traditional systems of
medicine have relied on natural sources for several millennia. Natural products are chemicals
that are found in plants and microorganisms that dwell in soil and water.
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From the first clinical trial of an anti-cancer drug in 1946 until 2019, 40% of all approved anticancer drug molecules were either substances found in nature, or derived from natural products.
For the period 1981-2019, half of the 162 new antibacterial therapeutics are either pure natural
products or nature-derived, meaning they are designed in laboratories, but are close relatives of
molecules seen in nature (Newman and Cragg, Journal of Natural Products, 2020). An example
is the antibiotic Azithromycin. It was first synthesised by chemists in Zagreb, Croatia, who
cleverly added one new nitrogen atom to the structure of the naturally occurring and commonly
used antibiotic erythromycin A. The resulting drug had fewer side effects than erythromycin, and
is among the most widely prescribed antibiotics today.
On the other hand, all the 14 antihistamine drugs presented as new chemical entities to the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration between 1981 and 2019 are synthetic inventions (e.g., cetirizine).
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Many potent natural products are present in vanishingly small amounts in their native state,
making it difficult to collect enough of the molecule for laboratory investigations. They also occur
along with dozens of other chemical entities, so pinpointing the molecule of interest is not
straightforward, and requires laborious separation procedures. One way out is to synthesise
quantities of an interesting molecule after preliminary results show promise.
An instance of a new drug candidate from a natural source that has been traditionally used as
medicine has been recently published (Woo and Shenvi, Nature, 2022). On the island of Papua
New Guinea in the South Pacific, the Galbulimima tree yields a bark that has for long been used
for treating pain and fevers. It is also used in rituals because it is hallucinogenic. When
combined with the leaves of the Homalomena shrub, it is psychotropic, inducing a serene
dream-like state that is followed by a tranquil sleep. Homalomena ( sugandhmantri in Hindu, and
merugu in Tamil) is found in India, and has been traditionally used for various ailments.
Galbulimima has intrigued medicinal chemists for several decades, and 40 unique alkaloids
have been identified in extracts from this tree. Alkaloids are nitrogen-containing organic
compounds found in many plants, e.g., quinine and nicotine.
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Woo and Shenvi worked out an efficient way of synthesising the alkaloid GB18, which has a
complex geometry. Their method produces gram quantities of GB18. In the bark, its
concentration is measured in parts per million. Tests showed that it is an antagonist of opioid
receptors.
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Opioid receptors in human body are found in the nervous system and the digestive tract. Our
bodies make natural opioids, such as endorphins that bind to these receptors and tone down the
transmission of pain signals. Endorphins, thus, have analgesic properties, similar to opiates
such as morphine. Endorphins also induce a sense of feeling good, of euphoria, which is a
rewarding experience. Both these factors help explain the addictive potential of substances that
trigger your opioid receptors.
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GB18 does not influence the sensation of pain, but has cognitive effects — mice devote less
time to grooming behaviors such as smoothening out their fur and whiskers.
The last antagonist of opioid receptors to be discovered, 35 years ago, was naltrexone. Sold in
India under brand names such as Nodict and Naltima, it is used in the management of addiction
to opioids as well as to alcohol. And as opioid receptors are also associated with the digestive
system, naltrexone helps in weight reduction in the obese.
What will be the uses of GB18 and its many possible derivatives? Much work lies ahead, and
many tantalising therapeutic possibilities.

dbala@lvpei.org
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( The article was written in collaboration with Sushil Chandani who works in molecular
modelling. sushilchandani@gmail.com)
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GOLDEN ARM: ON NEERAJ CHOPRA’S WIN AS ONE
INDIA’S GREATEST SPORTING SUCCESSES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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Neeraj Chopra’s silver in men’s javelin at the World Athletics Championships in Eugene, United
States, marks one of India’s greatest sporting successes. Even as the celebratory euphoria over
his stunning Olympic triumph from last year is yet to fully die down, Chopra produced another
brilliant show to savour with his maiden podium finish at the Worlds. It is admittedly not the
precious yellow metal that everyone craves for, but the medal is worth its weight in gold, for it is
the first for an Indian male, and the second ever after Anju Bobby George’s bronze in women’s
long jump (Paris, 2003). The affable 24-year-old now has a rich and enviable collection of
medals, the latest silver adding to the golds in the World Junior Championships (2016), Asian
Championships (2017), Commonwealth Games (2018), Asian Games (2018) and the Olympics
(2021). In a small window of half-a-dozen years, he has accomplished what many dream of over
an entire career. But like most great champions, Chopra is not satisfied and already appears to
have reassessed his targets — of “changing the colour of medal” to gold at the next Worlds and
winning the Diamond League crown. It is the same spirit displayed by Swedish pole-vaulter
Armand Duplantis, holder of every big title and world record, who found the energy and
motivation to obliterate his own best mark (6.16m, outdoors) by scaling 6.21m in a glorious last
act as the Championships drew to a close.
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While it is true that Chopra’s legacy was already gold-coated, courtesy the epoch-defining
Olympic victory, the performance in Eugene enhanced it further. It would not be an exaggeration
to suggest that Indians woke up on Sunday confident of Chopra securing a medal, with only the
colour a matter of debate. Such expectation from an Indian track and field athlete was practically
unheard of. Among the truest tests in sport is to handle this pressure, and relax into the moment.
That Chopra managed this under less-than-ideal conditions — negotiating a thigh strain and a
headwind — against a formidable opponent in defending champion Anderson Peters whose
opening salvo was a whopping 90.21m throw, and still came up with an effort (88.13m) that was
better than his Olympics mark (87.58m) is down to his genius. As Chopra redefines success for
a nation that has often exulted, and been satisfied, with pint-sized accomplishments, a doping
cloud hanging over Indian athletics has produced a sobering backdrop. High-profile athletes,
including national record-holders, have been caught. If India aspires to catch up with world
standards and march in tow, it is up to administrators and fellow athletes to get their acts
together and lend the generational champion a helping hand.
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SEEKING TO DESTROY INDIA’S CIVIL SOCIETY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Peoples' Participation-Role of Civil Society in Governance

In November 2021, National Security Adviser and the Prime Minister’s close aide Ajit Doval had
warned budding police officers that civil society was the new frontier of war. Photo:
svpnpa.gov.in | Photo Credit:
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Even though Prime Minister Narendra Modi proclaimed India as the mother of democracy on the
eve of the G7 summit on June 26, 2022, the government’s attack on civil society has reached its
zenith. That the Indian state is deeply suspicious of non-governmental organisations (NGOs)
and civil society leaders was evident even from the 73rd graduation ceremony of the Indian
Police Academy in November 2021. National Security Advisor and the Prime Minister’s close
aide Ajit Doval had warned budding police officers that civil society was the new frontier of war.
The failure to protect minority rights could have grave consequences in a majoritarian political
dispensation. Even though it is well known that neighbouring Pakistan’s majoritarianism led to its
dismemberment, the Indian state is pursuing a similar course.
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The Constitution and law sought to protect minority communities and mandated equal rights and
protection from the state to persons of all faiths and identities. According to that idea of India,
these rights were deemed essential for the consolidation of the Indian state where citizens
needed to feel a sense of belonging. Even though civil society organisations have contributed to
the constitutional frame, they undoubtedly need to be regulated for defending those values.
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On June 25, 2022, renowned public interest lawyer and human rights activist Teesta Setalvad
was arrested for allegedly misleading the Supreme Court regarding the Gujarat massacre. Not
only did the Gujarat government fail to adequately record the Gujarat killings of 2002, the lawyer,
who took the case to the Supreme Court, and the two non-compliant senior retired officers, are
in prison. According to a First Information Report (FIR) filed by a police inspector following the
favourable Supreme Court ruling of June 24, 2022, the three persons colluded to help the wife of
the slain Congress Member of Parliament (MP) Ehsan Jafri to concoct stories regarding the
Muslim massacre. These concocted stories, it was argued by Home Minister Amit Shah to a
friendly news agency ANI, had harmed the reputation of many, including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself.
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Civil society is targeted in other systematic ways as well. The Foreign Contributions (Regulation)
Act (FCRA), and the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), used in conjunction with a
range of other measures such as the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), are deployed
by the government to browbeat and shepherd civil society in a majoritarian Hindu nationalist
direction.
Let us take the case of the FCRA. Indian NGOs need an FCRA clearance for using foreign
funds for developmental work. The FCRA amended in 2010 by the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA), gave substantial discretionary powers to the state to deal with
NGOs. NGOs now needed to renew their licences every five years.
The sheer number of FCRA cancellations, however, suggest that the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government has cancelled an unprecedented number of licences using the 2010 law.
Our calculations suggest that of the 20,679 civil society organisations that lost their registration
between 2011 and May 2022, 3,987 were denied the same during the period of Congress-UPA
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rule (2011-2014). The vast majority of 16,692 NGOs, however, were denied registration between
2015 and 2022.
The large number of FCRA licence cancellations during the BJP rule between 2015 and 2020 is
even more puzzling. Of the 16,692 NGOs that lost their licences between 2015 and 2022,
16,679 were denied the right between 2015 and 2019 before the Act was amended in 2020. No
licence was withdrawn in 2020. A cursory look at these withdrawals suggests that increased
compliance requirements enabled the state to flush out a large number of NGOs.
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Thereafter, the FCRA amendment in 2020 was another blow to the NGO sector. This occurred
at the very moment when segments of civil society had worked tirelessly for COVID relief. The
amendments were hurriedly passed without much parliamentary deliberation. After the 2020
amendment, NGOs could spend less on administrative costs. Finally, all NGOs were required to
operate their foreign accounts through the State Bank of India’s branch located at Parliament
Street in New Delhi. This would enable the state to track foreign funding organisations even
more closely. The Supreme Court’s opinion of April 8, 2022, on a writ petition largely upheld the
state’s intent in the 2020 amendments.
Even Indian NGOs that worked exclusively with domestic funds were not spared. Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced in her 2020 Budget speech that the tax-free status of
domestic donations would be reviewed every five years. This was also the time when domestic
funding organisations had been largely coerced to reduce or halt human rights-related grants.
Equally, government grants were largely discontinued.
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The period after the 2020 amendment was characterised by the demonstration effect of
punishing a few significant players that worked either for the minority rights or the poor.
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Oxfam’s licence was simply not renewed, a mechanism permissible under the FCRA
amendment of 2010. Oxfam was generating widely publicised reports regarding the plight of
migrant labourers and conditions of the poor during the pandemic. These reports had received
worldwide attention. The group was also working to protect workers’ rights.
NGOs working for minority rights have an even tougher time. The Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative’s FCRA approval, for example, was suspended for some time, after which its licence
was cancelled earlier this year. Other human rights-oriented organisations such as INSAF and
People’s Watch were also denied FCRA permissions.
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Finally, the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) has been reimagined as a tool against
civil society leaders and politicians. This is a penal law that can lead to imprisonment. Typically,
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) of the Department of Revenue has wide-ranging powers to
search and arrest citizens under the PMLA. The ED was used to attack NGOs such as Amnesty
International and the Centre for Equity Studies that have worked incessantly for minority rights.
The CES’s founder Harsh Mander is a Richard von Weizsäcker Fellow of the Bosch Academy.
The agency has also been deployed almost exclusively against political opponents such as
Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi and Delhi’s Health Minister Satyendra Jain, among others.
FCRA and PMLA are potent weapons for subduing the pluralistic nature of Indian society that is
at the heart of India’s democracy.
Social values can be saved if democratic politics protects those values. The million-dollar
question is, when will the political Opposition rise? Or, will it rise at all?
Rahul Mukherji is Professor and Chair, Modern Politics of South Asia, South Asia Institute,
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Heidelberg University
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SQUARE OFF: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON INDIA
HOSTING 44TH CHESS OLYMPIAD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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A nation brimming with chess talent is now ready to parade it on a platform that does not get any
bigger. The 44th Chess Olympiad, with participants from 187 nations, opens with a gala
ceremony at Chennai’s Nehru Stadium on Thursday and the 11-round on-board action
commences the following day at Mamallapuram. With the usual medal-winning nations —
Russia and China — not in the mix, some first-timers could occupy the podium. The greatest of
current players, Magnus Carlsen, is looking to lead Norway to its first medal. There will be other
illustrious performers in both sections of the biennial competition, but the discerning would focus
on how India performs at home. Being the host, India could field two teams in each section. As
there were an odd number of entries, India added a third team to make it even. As a result, 30
players, including 15 women, will represent India in the premier world team championship.
Though Viswanathan Anand is the mentor for these teams, the Indian men are strong enough to
be seeded second in the Open section. The Indian women, looking for their first medal, are
seeded first. Talented teens D. Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi, Nihal Sarin and R. Praggnanandhaa
earned their stripes to be on the biggest stage. It remains to be seen whether they play
according to their growing reputation.
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On the organisational front, the Olympiad promises to be a success. Once Russia was out of the
Olympiad both as a host and a participant, the magnitude of what the Tamil Nadu Government
and the All India Chess Federation (AICF) have accomplished in setting up this mega event in
just four months of getting the hosting rights is hard to comprehend. On getting Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin’s approval, the bureaucracy turned a vision into reality by taking care of every
logistical aspect. The World Chess Federation (FIDE) is already fine-tuning the arrangements,
including the two playing halls that will accommodate about 1,400 players, with live broadcast of
games from about 700 boards in each round. The Indian technicians are set to raise the bar to a
new high. Elsewhere, no effort is being spared to showcase the rich culture and heritage of the
country with the focus being on the home State. A team of over 500 volunteers have been
trained to handle various needs of the visiting contingents. Security personnel and health
workers are in place to meet any contingency. But for those from the AICF who have worked
round-the-clock for four months after shifting base to Mamallapuram, all the effort would be
worth it only if the Indian teams come up with medal-winning performances.
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‘REPLACEMENT LEVEL FERTILITY ACHIEVED’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

India has achieved replacement level fertility, with 31 States and Union Territories reaching a
Total Fertility Rate (an average number of children per woman) of 2.1 or less, Union Minister of
State for Health and Family Welfare Bharati Pravin Pawar said on Wednesday.
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Speaking at the National Family Planning Summit 2022, the Union Minister said between 2012
and 2020, India added over 1.5 crore users for modern contraceptives, thereby increasing their
use substantially.

S.
co

She said government data showed an overall positive shift towards spacing methods, which
would be instrumental in impacting positively maternal and infant mortality and morbidity.
Dr. Bharati emphasised that Mission Parivar Vikas (MPV) 2016 had given a further impetus to
the National Family Planning Programme.
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Under the scheme, innovative strategies such as the distribution of ‘Nayi Pehel’ kits, ‘Saas Bahu
Sammelan’, and ‘Saarthi’ vans are helping in reaching out to the community and initiating
dialogues on family planning and healthy birth spacing, and the importance of small families.
“More than 17 lakh ‘Nayi Pehel’ kits have been distributed to newly weds, over seven lakh ‘Saas
Bahu Sammelans’ conducted, and over 32 lakh clients had been counselled through ‘Saarthi’
vans since inception,” she said.
Dr. Bharati introduced the National Family Planning helpline manual.
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Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan stated that the Family Planning Programme in India
was now over seven decades old, and in this period, India had witnessed a paradigm shift from
the concept of population control to population stabilisation to interventions being embedded
toward ensuring harmony of continuum care.
‘Focus on demand side’
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“Although India has achieved replacement level fertility, there is still a significant population in
the reproductive age group who must remain at the centre of our intervention efforts. India’s
focus has traditionally been on the supply side, the providers and delivery systems but now it’s
time to focus on the demand side which includes family, community and society. Significant
change is possible with this focus, instead of an incremental change,” Mr. Bhushan noted.
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A FUTURE FREE OF HEPATITIS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

About 95% of all hepatitis-related deaths are due to cirrhosis and liver cancers caused by the
hepatitis B and C virus. | Photo Credit: Getty Images
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On this World Hepatitis Day, the World Health Organization (WHO) is highlighting the need to
bring hepatitis care closer to the people in need. This means making hepatitis care available,
affordable and accessible to all without discrimination. This is crucial in the quest to eliminate
viral hepatitis as a public health threat by 2030, a global target. Elimination would translate to
90% reduction in incidence and 65% reduction in mortality by 2030, compared to the
corresponding figures of 2015.
The action against hepatitis cannot wait any longer. Why is that? First, hepatitis is the only
communicable disease where mortality is showing an increasing trend. Globally, approximately
354 million people are suffering from hepatitis B and C. Southeast Asia has 20% of the global
morbidity burden of hepatitis. About 95% of all hepatitis-related deaths are due to cirrhosis and
liver cancers caused by the hepatitis B and C virus.
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Second, viral hepatis is preventable. Clean food and good personal hygiene, along with access
to safe water and sanitation, can protect us from hepatitis A and E. Measures to prevent
hepatitis B and C need to focus on full coverage with hepatitis B immunisation including a birth
dose, as well as access to safe blood, safe sex and safe needle usage.
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Third, a world free of hepatitis is practical and feasible. We have the tools to diagnose, treat,
prevent and therefore eliminate chronic viral hepatitis. Safe and effective vaccines exist to
prevent hepatitis B, alongside new and powerful antiviral drugs that can manage chronic
hepatitis B and cure most cases of hepatitis C. These interventions together with early diagnosis
and awareness campaigns have the potential to prevent 4.5 million premature deaths in lowand middle-income countries by 2030 globally.
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However, access to these services are often out of reach for communities as they are usually
available at centralised/specialised hospitals at a cost which cannot be afforded by all. People
continue to die because of late diagnosis or lack of appropriate treatment. Early diagnosis is the
gateway for both prevention and successful treatment.
Modest testing and treatment coverage is the most important gap to be addressed. If we look at
the treatment cascade of the Southeast Asia region, only about 10% of people with hepatitis
know their status; and of them, only 5% are on treatment. Of the estimated 10.5 million people
with hepatitis C, just 7% know their status, of which around one in five are on treatment. This
gap needs to be patched up. This is what this year’s World Hepatitis Day campaign is all about.
Amid all the challenges, the region has continued to implement key interventions to prevent,
detect and treat hepatitis. Since 2016, when the region launched its Action Plan for viral hepatitis
2016–2021, nine countries have achieved more than 90% coverage of the third dose of hepatitis
B vaccine. Four countries have achieved the hepatitis B control target of less than 1%
seroprevalence among children over five years of age.
En route to the 2030 target of eliminating hepatitis, there are some transitional targets to be
achieved. By 2025, we must reduce new infections of hepatitis B and C by half, reduce deaths
from liver cancer by 40%, ensure that 60% of people living with hepatitis B and C are diagnosed
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and that half of those eligible receive appropriate treatment. This can only be achieved if
hepatitis care reaches the community. Several priorities must be addressed for this. These
include the need to enhance political commitment across all countries of the region and ensure
sustained domestic funding for hepatitis; improve access to drugs and diagnostics by further
reducing prices; develop communication strategies to increase awareness; and innovate service
delivery to maximise the use of differentiated and people-centred service delivery options across
HIV, viral hepatitis and STIs to tailor and deliver services according to people’s needs and
preferences in line with the primary healthcare approach. Decentralising hepatitis care to
peripheral health facilities, community-based venues and locations beyond hospital sites brings
care nearer to patients’ homes.
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For the first time, an integrated Regional Action Plan for viral hepatitis, HIV and STIs 2022–2026
is being developed by WHO. This will ensure effective and efficient utilisation of limited
resources available for the region and will guide countries to adopt a person-centred approach
rather than a disease-specific one.
As we observe World Hepatitis Day, we must act together with communities and all stakeholders
for a future free of hepatitis. This will lay a firm foundation for a healthier, more equitable and
more prosperous world.
Poonam Khetrapal Singh is Regional Director, WHO, Southeast Asia
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NEW DELHI : Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) and Indian Olympic Association (IOA) have
announced a long-term partnership to elevate the performances of Indian athletes, support the
national sports federations and build the credentials of India as a global sporting nation, with an
aspiration to host the Olympic Games in the future. Under this partnership, the two will also
establish the first ‘India House’ at Paris Olympics 2024.
The organisation will support Indian athletes in major multi-sport events including the
Commonwealth Games, Asian Games and the Olympics Games.
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Nita M. Ambani, IOC Member and director of Reliance Industries Ltd, said, “It is our dream to
see India take centre stage in the global sporting arena. We are excited to host the first-ever
India House at the Paris Olympic Games in 2024. It will be a great opportunity to showcase
India’s immense talent, potential, and aspiration to the world."
IOA’s secretary general, Rajeev Mehta said, “It will be a momentous occasion to have an India
house at Paris 2024. This is a giant step in reiterating India’s commitment to the Olympic
Movement."
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In the run-up to the Paris 2024 Olympics, India will also be hosting the 140th IOC Session in
June 2023 in Mumbai. The session, which coincides with the 75th year of Independence, will
highlight the role of sport in India and celebrate the contribution of India to the Olympic
Movement.

In May 2022, India’s first ‘Olympic Values Education Programme’ (OVEP) was launched in
Odisha, which combines the twin powers of education and sport in instilling the core values of
Olympism.

cr

Earlier this month the conglomerate, also tied up with the Athletics Federation of India (AFI)
announced a long-term partnership to enable the holistic growth of athletics in India.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Log in to our website for add to watchlist. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
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MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS (MOTA) INITIATED
SEVERAL PROJECTS TO ENHANCE DIGITAL
CONNECTIVITY OF STUDENTS OF TRIBAL
COMMUNITIES
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies
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Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) has initiated several projects to enhance digital connectivity of
students of tribal communities studying in Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRSs) across
the country. These projects include establishment of smart class infrastructure along with
internet connectivity in collaboration with ERNET, MEITY.
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Ministry of Communications (MoC) is the Nodal Ministry to facilitate telecom and digital
connectivity across the country including area inhabited by tribal community. Further, MoC is
also mandated to have a separate STC component under various schemes which is envisaged
to be utilized for enhancement of digital connectivity among tribal community. To that end,
Mobile/ Broadband/ Internet services are provided in a phased manner by MoC and Telecom
Services Provider (TSPs) in the uncovered villages of the country. The Government, with
funding from Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), has schemes, viz. BharatNet,
Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan for Aspirational Districts Schemes, Comprehensive
Telecom Development Plan for Islands etc. to extend Mobile/ Broadband/ Internet services in
the uncovered villages/ Gram Panchayats of the country, including tribal areas.
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This information was given by Minister of State for Tribal Affairs, Smt. Renuka Singh Saruta in
Rajya Sabha today.
*****
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Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) has initiated several projects to enhance digital connectivity of
students of tribal communities studying in Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRSs) across
the country. These projects include establishment of smart class infrastructure along with
internet connectivity in collaboration with ERNET, MEITY.
Ministry of Communications (MoC) is the Nodal Ministry to facilitate telecom and digital
connectivity across the country including area inhabited by tribal community. Further, MoC is
also mandated to have a separate STC component under various schemes which is envisaged
to be utilized for enhancement of digital connectivity among tribal community. To that end,
Mobile/ Broadband/ Internet services are provided in a phased manner by MoC and Telecom
Services Provider (TSPs) in the uncovered villages of the country. The Government, with
funding from Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), has schemes, viz. BharatNet,
Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan for Aspirational Districts Schemes, Comprehensive
Telecom Development Plan for Islands etc. to extend Mobile/ Broadband/ Internet services in
the uncovered villages/ Gram Panchayats of the country, including tribal areas.
This information was given by Minister of State for Tribal Affairs, Smt. Renuka Singh Saruta in
Rajya Sabha today.
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ADHIR APOLOGISES TO PRESIDENT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Congress leader in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury on Friday apologised to President
Droupadi Murmu and said he had used an incorrect word to describe the post she held by
mistake.
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Sources said Mr. Chowdhury’s formal apology was a sign that the logjam in Parliament could
end soon and the Lok Sabha may take up the discussion on price rise on Monday and the Rajya
Sabha a day later .
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“I am writing to express my regret for having mistakenly used an incorrect word to describe the
position you hold. I assure you that it was a slip of the tongue. I apologise and request you to
accept the same,” Mr. Chowdhury said in his letter.
On Wednesday, he had used the word ‘Rashtrapatni” for the President while taking to a TV
channel.
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