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Relevant for: Modern India | Topic: Important Persons during freedom struggle & their Approaches to
achievement of freedom goals
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India Gate was a “symbol of our colonial past” as it has only some of those who fought for the
British in the First World War and the Anglo Afghan War, the source noted. “It is ironic that
people who did not make an NWM for seven decades are now making a hue and cry when a
permanent and fitting tribute is being made to our martyrs.”
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Mr. Modi said on social media: “At a time when the entire nation is marking the 125th birth
anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, I am glad to share that his grand statue, made of
granite, will be installed at India Gate. This would be a symbol of India’s indebtedness to him.”
“Till the grand statue of Netaji Bose is completed, a hologram statue of his would be present at
the same place. I will unveil the hologram statue on 23rd January, Netaji’s birth anniversary,” Mr.
Modi noted.
Earlier in the day, speaking at theinauguration of a New Circuit House at Somnath in Gujarat,Mr.
Modi said: “After Independence, new things were constructed only for a few families from Delhi,
but we are building monuments of national importance.”
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India Gate, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was unveiled by Lord Irwin on February 12, 1931. It
was built to honour the over 83,000 soldiers of British India who died from 1914 to 1921.The AJJ
was set up to pay homage for the soldiers who laid down their lives in the 1971 war. The
memorial of the unknown soldier, an inverted bayonet with a helmet structure, along with the
AJJ was inaugurated under the arch of India Gate by then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on
January 26, 1972 to commemorate India’s victory in the 1971 war, in which 93,000 Pakistani
prisoners of war surrendered and saw the birth of Bangladesh.
Social media was abuzz with responses from the veteran community, with some calling it a
“natural thing” while some calling for both flames to be kept alive. Former Army Chief Gen. Ved
Malik said, “A natural thing to do now that the National War Memorial has been established and
all ceremonials... are being held there.”
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Stating that symbols have an intangible value in in nation building, Air Vice Marshal Manmohan
Bahadur (retd.) said the ‘Eternal Flame’ at India Gate was iconic. “A generation grew up around
the ’71 war and the next had goosebumps hearing and seeing the last post on TV and in person.
We all will lose a part of our lives,” he said.
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NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'S GRAND STATUE
TO BE INSTALLED AT INDIA GATE SAYS PM
Relevant for: Modern India | Topic: Important Persons during freedom struggle & their Approaches to
achievement of freedom goals
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has announced that a grand statue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose will be installed at India Gate. Till the grand statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose is completed, the Prime Minister will unveil his Hologram statue on his birth anniversary on
23rd January, 2022.
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In a series of tweet, the Prime Minister said;

"At a time when the entire nation is marking the 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, I am glad to share that his grand statue, made of granite, will be installed at India
Gate. This would be a symbol of India’s indebtedness to him.
Till the grand statue of Netaji Bose is completed, a hologram statue of his would be present at
the same place. I will unveil the hologram statue on 23rd January, Netaji’s birth anniversary."
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At a time when the entire nation is marking the 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, I am glad to share that his grand statue, made of granite, will be installed at India
Gate. This would be a symbol of India’s indebtedness to him. pic.twitter.com/dafCbxFclK
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Till the grand statue of Netaji Bose is completed, a hologram statue of his would be present at
the same place. I will unveil the hologram statue on 23rd January, Netaji’s birth anniversary.
pic.twitter.com/jsxFJwEkSJ
***
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has announced that a grand statue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose will be installed at India Gate. Till the grand statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose is completed, the Prime Minister will unveil his Hologram statue on his birth anniversary on
23rd January, 2022.
In a series of tweet, the Prime Minister said;
"At a time when the entire nation is marking the 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, I am glad to share that his grand statue, made of granite, will be installed at India
Gate. This would be a symbol of India’s indebtedness to him.
Till the grand statue of Netaji Bose is completed, a hologram statue of his would be present at
the same place. I will unveil the hologram statue on 23rd January, Netaji’s birth anniversary."
At a time when the entire nation is marking the 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, I am glad to share that his grand statue, made of granite, will be installed at India
Gate. This would be a symbol of India’s indebtedness to him. pic.twitter.com/dafCbxFclK
Till the grand statue of Netaji Bose is completed, a hologram statue of his would be present at
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the same place. I will unveil the hologram statue on 23rd January, Netaji’s birth anniversary.
pic.twitter.com/jsxFJwEkSJ
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PM GREETS PEOPLE OF MANIPUR, MEGHALAYA AND
TRIPURA ON THEIR STATEHOOD DAYS
Relevant for: Modern India | Topic: The Indian States

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has greeted the people of Manipur, Meghalaya and
Tripura on their Statehood Days.
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In a tweet, the Prime Minister said;
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"Greetings to the people of Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura on their Statehood Days. These
states are making vibrant contributions to India’s development. Praying for their constant
progress."
Greetings to the people of Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura on their Statehood Days. These
states are making vibrant contributions to India’s development. Praying for their constant
progress.
***
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has greeted the people of Manipur, Meghalaya and
Tripura on their Statehood Days.
In a tweet, the Prime Minister said;
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"Greetings to the people of Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura on their Statehood Days. These
states are making vibrant contributions to India’s development. Praying for their constant
progress."
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Greetings to the people of Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura on their Statehood Days. These
states are making vibrant contributions to India’s development. Praying for their constant
progress.
***
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MAHATMA’S FAVOURITE HYMN OUT OF BEATING
RETREAT LIST
Relevant for: Modern India | Topic: Important Persons during freedom struggle & their Approaches to
achievement of freedom goals

The hymn is played by the ‘Massed Bands’ at the endof the ceremony.
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The traditional Christian hymn Abide with me , believed to have been a favourite of Mahatma
Gandhi, has been dropped from the list of tunes for this year’s Beating Retreat ceremony. The
tune had been played at the annual ceremony every year since 1950.
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Abide with me is played by the ‘Massed Bands’ at the end of the ceremony, and this year, there
are three tunes without it instead of the four tunes played last year, including the hymn.
The three tunes to be played by massed bands this year are Kadam kadam badhaye ja ,
Drummers call, and Ae mere watan ke logon . In contrast, the four tunes last year were Bharat
ke jawan (new composition), Kadam kadam badhaye ja , Drummers call , and Abide with me .
In 2020 too, the tune was initially dropped from the list but was subsequently restored in the final
list after protests from a cross-section of the public on social media. In addition, the national
song Vande Mataram was played for the first time in 2020.
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Beating Retreat is a centuries-old military tradition going back to the days when troops
disengaged from battle at sunset. As soon as the buglers sounded the ‘retreat’, troops ceased
fighting and withdrew from the battlefield.
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Beating Retreat is performed every year on the evening of January 29 at Vijay Chowk in the
national capital, and marks the end of the Republic Day celebrations.
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PICTURE BOOK ON UNSUNG HEROES IS OUT
Relevant for: Modern India | Topic: Important Persons during freedom struggle & their Approaches to
achievement of freedom goals

A pictorial book telling the stories of 20 unsung women freedom fighters was released by the
Culture Ministry here on Thursday. The book was brought out in partnership with Amar Chitra
Katha.

S.
co

m

Minister of State for Culture Meenakshi Lekhi said Rani Abbakka had thwarted Portuguese
attacks for several decades. She said the stories were being brought to light under the “Prime
Minister’s vision” as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the celebration of 75 years of
Independence.
The book contains stories of Matangiri Hazra, a freedom fighter from Bengal who laid down her
life in the struggle; Gulab Kaur, who fought against the British rule after abandoning her own
dreams of a life abroad; Padmaja Naidu, Sarojini Naidu’s daughter and a freedom fighter in her
own right; Velu Nachiyar, the first Indian queen to wage war against the East India Company;
and Jhalkari Bai, a solider and adviser to the Rani of Jhansi.
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