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FCRA LICENCES OF NGOS EXTENDED BY 3 MONTHS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process
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The extension in “public interest” will, however, bring no relief to Missionaries of Charities (MoC),
founded by Mother Teresa, as the Ministry said non-governmental organisations (NGOs) whose
request for renewal was turned down would not be eligible to receive or utilise the foreign
contributions in their designated bank accounts.
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The Home Ministry had earlier said in a statement that it refused to renew the FCRA registration
of the MoC on December 25 as “some adverse inputs were noticed”, adding that its registration
was valid till October 31 and it was subsequently extended till December 31 along with that of
other FCRA associations whose renewal applications are pending. According to returns filed by
the MoC, the NGO has over Rs. 100 crore in its account.
A registration under the FCRA is mandatory for any NGO or association to receive foreign funds
and it is renewed every five years.
According to Dhaval Udani, founder of DanaMojo, an online payment platform for NGOs, there
are no set rules around what can be done on rejection of renewal.

IA

“The standard practice is to either ask for a review of the decision or re-apply for a fresh
application. But for that, they would need to know the reason for the rejection of their renewal to
correct any shortcomings. If the government does not share that, they may need to approach the
courts,” Mr. Udani said.
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The Hindu reported on December 28 that the registration of thousands of non-governmental
organisations (NGO) and associations that were up for renewal in October 2021 were stuck and
the deadline for the same was December 31.
The Hindu reported that only around 5,000 renewal applications were processed so far while
there are 22,762 NGOs registered under FCRA. Mr. Udani added, “As per a study done by
AccountAid on the four Metros and Bangalore the renewal rate was so far 4% as of 21
December, 2021.”

cr

In an order issued on Friday, the Ministry stated, “… the Central Government, in public interest,
has decided to extend validity of FCRA registration certificates up to March 31, 2022 or till the
date of disposal of the renewal application.” It added two conditions — the FCRA registration
certificates of such entities is expiring between September 29, 2020 — March 31, 2022, and that
they have applied or apply for renewal on the FCRA portal before expiry of certificate of
registration. As per FCRA rules, an NGO has to apply for renewal within six months of expiry.
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WHAT IS 'FLORONA', DOUBLE INFECTION OF COVID19 AND INFLUENZA: SYMPTOMS, PRECAUTIONS
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Biotechnology, Genetics & Health related developments
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The first case of "florona" disease, which is assumed to be a double infection of COVID-19 and
influenza, has been detected in Israel. On Thursday, Arab News said in a tweet, Israel records
first case of #florona disease, a double infection of #COVID19 and influenza.
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Earlier this week, a pregnant woman was found infected with florona, which is the first case of
the disease. Israeli newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth reported, as quoted by Hindusthan Times, that
the young woman was not vaccinated
The disease is not a new variant but it is having flu and COVID-19 at the same time. Israeli
doctors said Florona is being studied as Isreal has seen a surge in influenza cases in the last
few weeks.
Dr Nahla Abdel Wahab, a doctor at Cairo University Hospital, told Israeli media that Florona may
indicate a major breakdown of the immunity system as two viruses are entering the human body
at the same time.

Delmicron

IA

This comes at a time when the entire world is battling with the surge of Omicron variant of
COVID-19. The tally of coronavirus variant Omicron has reached 1,431 today up from 1270 on
Friday in India showing a rise of more than 32% .
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Earlier experts had also flagged the emergence of Delmicron COVID-19 variant, the twin spikes
of Delta and Omicron. Reports suggested several cases of Delmicron have been reported from
US and UK over the last few days.
"Delmicron, the twin spikes of Delta and Omicron, in Europe and US has led to a mini tsunami of
cases," Dr Shashank Joshi was quoted as saying by a leading newspaper.
4th vaccine in Israel

cr

Meanwhile, Israel's national health providers began administering fourth vaccine shots against
COVID-19 on Friday to individuals with compromised immune systems.
The Health Ministry's Director-General Nachman Ash today okayed the boosters for immunosuppressed people due to the Omicron infection wave, so long as at least four months have
passed since their third shot, Time of Israel reported.
On Friday morning Ash also approved vaccines for elderly patients at geriatric facilities. The
ministry said this was done "due to concerns of outbreaks at such facilities, and the risk to the
health and lives of residents," the publication said.
Isreal is reported a continuous rise in COVID-19 cases.
As per the new data from the Health Ministry nearly 5,000 new cases were diagnosed on
Thursday.
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You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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HOUSE PANEL ON MARRIAGE AGE HAS ONLY ONE
WOMAN MP
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

m

The Parliamentary panel assigned to examine the landmark bill which seeks to raise the legal
age of marriage for women to 21 has only one woman MP out of 31 members.
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The Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha during the
winter session and referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women,
Children, Youth and Sports.
The Bill, piloted by the Women and Child Development Ministry, seeks to increase the legal age
of marriage from 18 to 21.
According to the members’ list of the parliamentary standing committee, led by senior BJP
leader Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, available on the Rajya Sabha website, Trinamool MP Sushmita
Dev is the only woman among the 31 members.
When contacted, Ms. Dev said it would have been better if there were more women MPs in the
panel.
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“I wish there were more women MPs in the committee but having said that we will make sure all
interest groups are heard,” Ms. Dev said. Echoing similar sentiments, NCP MP Supriya Sule,
who has been raising women-centric issues in Parliament, said there should have been more
women MPs in the panel.
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However, she added that the chairman has the power to invite people before the panel. So for
more inclusive and wider discussions, he can invite other women MPs.
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Youth and Sports is a
Rajya Sabha administered Committee. Parties nominate members based on their strength in the
House.
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The introduction of the Bill was opposed by some members who contended that the move
infringed upon several personal laws in violation of fundamental rights and demanded that it be
referred to a Parliamentary panel.
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RS. 8 LAKH ‘REASONABLE’ CAP FOR EWS QUOTA:
CENTRE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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“Secondly, in case of OBC creamy layer, income from salaries, agriculture and traditional
artisanal professions are excluded from the consideration whereas the Rs. 8 lakh criteria for
EWS includes all sources, including farming. So, despite being the same cut-off number, their
composition is different and hence, the two cannot be equated,” the committee reasoned. It
found no fault in the uniform application of the Rs. 8-lakh criteria across the country.
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“The desirability of a uniform income-based threshold has been upheld by the Supreme Court,
and it can be adopted across the country as a matter of economic and social policy,” it said.
The report is the result of the Supreme Court’s repeated grilling of the government, since
October, to explain how it zeroed in on the figure of ‘Rs. 8 lakh’ as the annual income criterion to
identify EWS among forward classes of society for grant of 10% reservation in National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) medical admissions under the All India Quota (AIQ)
category.
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The Supreme Court’s query was significant as the One Hundred and Third Constitutional
Amendment of 2019, which introduced the 10% EWS quota, is itself under challenge before a
larger Bench. The Amendment is under question for making economic criterion as the sole
ground for grant of reservation benefits.
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“The figure ensures that most low-income people who are not required to pay income tax are not
excluded and are covered in EWS and at the same time it should not be so high that it becomes
over-inclusive by including many incomes tax-paying middle-and high-income families into
EWS,” the report reasoned.
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DRAFT NATIONAL AIR SPORTS POLICY PUSHES FOR
SAFETY STANDARDS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Sky dance:The policy suggests that popular spots such as Bir Billing in Himachal Pradesh can
be declared as air sports control zones.File photo
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The government on Sunday released a draft national policy for air sports in the country that will
require entities providing these services and their equipment to be registered, as well as be
liable for penalties.
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The policy proposes a two-tier governance structure for air sports in the country, which will
include an apex governing body called the Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) and
associations for each air sport. It will cover activities like aerobatics, aeromodelling, amateurbuilt and experimental aircraft, ballooning, drones, gliding, hang gliding, paragliding,
microlighting, paramotoring, skydiving, and vintage aircraft.
The ASFI will be an autonomous body under the Ministry of Civil Aviation and will represent
India at the Lausanne-headquartered Fédération Aéronaautique Internationale (FAI) and other
global platforms related to air sports. It will provide governance over various aspects of air
sports, including regulation, certification, competitions, awards and penalties.
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Registration required
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Each air sports association will lay down its safety standards for equipment, infrastructure,
personnel and training, and specify the disciplinary actions to be taken in case of noncompliance. Inability to do so may lead to penal action by the ASFI.

All persons and entities providing air sports services will be required to register as members of
the respective air sports associations. Key equipment used will also have to be registered.
It is proposed that popular air sports attractions in the country such as Bir Billing in Himachal
Pradesh, Gangtok in Sikkim, Hadapsar in Maharashtra and Vagamon in Kerala can be declared
as a “control zone” for air sports in order to ensure the safety of other manned aircraft.
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Schools and colleges will be encouraged to include air sports in their curriculum and their
students will have the opportunity to participate in the FAI’s international competitions.
The draft policy also aims to promote domestic design, development and manufacturing of air
sports equipment under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan; waive import duty on equipment for a
few years; as well as request the GST Council to consider rationalising the GST rate on air
sports equipment to 5% or less.
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PM LAYS FOUNDATION STONE OF MAJOR DHYAN
CHAND SPORTS UNIVERSITY IN MEERUT, UTTAR
PRADESH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Major Dhyan Chand Sports
University in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. The Sports University will be established at an estimated
cost of about Rs 700 Crore and will be equipped with modern and state of the art sports
infrastructure including synthetic Hockey ground, Football ground, Basketball / Volleyball /
Handball / Kabaddi ground, Lawn tennis court, Gymnasium hall, Synthetic running stadium,
Swimming pool, Multipurpose hall and a Cycling velodrome. The university will also house
facilities for Shooting, Squash, Gymnastics, Weightlifting, Archery, Canoeing and Kayaking,
among other facilities. The University will have the capacity of training 1080 sports persons
including 540 female and 540 male sportspersons.
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister noted the significant contribution of Meerut and its
surrounding region in giving a new direction to independent India. The people from the region,
he said, have sacrificed on the border for the defense of the nation and enhanced the country's
prestige in the playground. This region has kept the flame of patriotism alive, the Prime Minister
emphasized. “In Indian history, Meerut has not just been a city but a significant center of culture
and strength”, the Prime Minister said. The Prime Minister narrated his exhilaration on feeling
the spirit of the Museum of Freedom, Amar Jawan Jyoti and temple of Baba Aughar Nath ji.
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The Prime Minister remembered Major Dhyan Chand who was active in Meerut. A few months
back, the central government had named the country's biggest sports award after the sporting
icon. The Sports University of Meerut is being dedicated to Major Dhyan Chand today, the
Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister noted the change of ethos in the state of Uttar Pradesh where earlier
criminals and mafias used to play their games. He recalled the period where illegal occupation,
harassing daughters used to go scot free. He remembered the insecurity and lawlessness of
earlier times. He lauded that now the Yogi government is imposing fear of law among such
criminals. This change has brought confidence among the daughters of bringing laurels for the
entire country.
The Prime Minister said youth is the cornerstone and also expansion of New India. Youth is the
shaper and also the leader of New India. Our youth today have the heritage of antiquity and also
have a sense of modernity. And so, where the youth will go, India will also move. And the world
is going to go where India goes.
The Prime Minister highlighted that in the last few years, his government has given top priority to
the Indian players to get four tools - resources, modern facilities for training, international
exposure and transparency in selection. The Prime Minister stressed that for sports in the
country to thrive, it is necessary that the youth should have faith in sports and should be
encouraged to take up sports as a profession. “This is my resolve, and my dream too! I wish our
youth to see sports like other professions”, he said. The Prime Minister remarked that the
government linked sports with employment. Schemes like Target Olympics Podium (TOPS) are
providing all support to top sportspersons to compete at the highest level. Khelo India Abhiyan is
recognizing talent very early and all support is being given to groom them for international
level.India’s recent performance in Olympics and Para-Olympics, said the Prime Minister, is a
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proof of a new India’s rise in the play field. With the advent of sporting infrastructure in villages
and small towns, there are a rising number of sportspersons from these towns.
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The Prime Minister said in the new National Education Policy, priority has been given to sports.
Sports have now been kept in the same category as science, commerce or other studies. Earlier
sports were considered as extra curricular activities, but now sports schools will have it as a
proper subject. The Prime Minister said that the sporting eco-system comprising sports, sports
management, sports writing, sports psychology etc, creates new possibilities. He said this
generates trust in the society that moving towards sports is the right decision. With resources, a
sporting culture takes shape and Sports University will play a big role in this, he added. Talking
about the sporting culture of Meerut, the Prime Minister pointed out that the city exports sporting
goods to more than 100 countries. This way, Meerut is not only vocal for local but also turning
local into global, the Prime Minister said emphasizing the need for making the country
Aatmnirbhar in the sector through the emerging sports clusters.
The Prime Minister mentioned that the double-engine government in Uttar Pradesh is
establishing many universities. He listed Mahayogi Guru Gorakhnath Ayush University in
Gorakhpur, Dr Rajendra Prasad Law University in Prayagraj, State Institute of Forensic
Sciences in Lucknow, Raja Mahendra Pratap singh State University in Aligarh, Maa Shakumbari
University in Saharanpur and Major Dhyan Chand University in Meerut. “Our goal is clear. The
Youth should not only become role models but also recognize their role models”, The Prime
Minister commented.
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The Prime MInister informed that under the Svamitiva scheme more than 23 lakh titles
(Gharauni) have been given in 75 districts. Farmers of the state have received crores of rupees
in their account under PM Kisan Samman Nidhi. Farmers of the state have also benefited by the
record payment to the sugarcane farmers. Similarly, 12 thousand crore rupees worth of ethanol
have been purchased from UP, the Prime Minister informed.
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The Prime Minister remarked that the role of governments is like that of a guardian. The
government should encourage those with merit and should not try to justify mistakes as follies of
youth. The PM congratulated the current Uttar Pradesh government for creating a record
number of Government jobs for the youth. Thousands of youth who got training from ITI have
been given employment in big companies. He added that lakhs of youth have benefited from
National Apprenticeship Scheme and Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana. Meerut is also
becoming the hub of connectivity by Ganga expressway, Regional Rapid Rail Transit System
and Metro.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Major Dhyan Chand Sports
University in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. The Sports University will be established at an estimated
cost of about Rs 700 Crore and will be equipped with modern and state of the art sports
infrastructure including synthetic Hockey ground, Football ground, Basketball / Volleyball /
Handball / Kabaddi ground, Lawn tennis court, Gymnasium hall, Synthetic running stadium,
Swimming pool, Multipurpose hall and a Cycling velodrome. The university will also house
facilities for Shooting, Squash, Gymnastics, Weightlifting, Archery, Canoeing and Kayaking,
among other facilities. The University will have the capacity of training 1080 sports persons
including 540 female and 540 male sportspersons.
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Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister noted the significant contribution of Meerut and its
surrounding region in giving a new direction to independent India. The people from the region,
he said, have sacrificed on the border for the defense of the nation and enhanced the country's
prestige in the playground. This region has kept the flame of patriotism alive, the Prime Minister
emphasized. “In Indian history, Meerut has not just been a city but a significant center of culture
and strength”, the Prime Minister said. The Prime Minister narrated his exhilaration on feeling
the spirit of the Museum of Freedom, Amar Jawan Jyoti and temple of Baba Aughar Nath ji.
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The Prime Minister remembered Major Dhyan Chand who was active in Meerut. A few months
back, the central government had named the country's biggest sports award after the sporting
icon. The Sports University of Meerut is being dedicated to Major Dhyan Chand today, the
Prime Minister said.
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The Prime Minister noted the change of ethos in the state of Uttar Pradesh where earlier
criminals and mafias used to play their games. He recalled the period where illegal occupation,
harassing daughters used to go scot free. He remembered the insecurity and lawlessness of
earlier times. He lauded that now the Yogi government is imposing fear of law among such
criminals. This change has brought confidence among the daughters of bringing laurels for the
entire country.
The Prime Minister said youth is the cornerstone and also expansion of New India. Youth is the
shaper and also the leader of New India. Our youth today have the heritage of antiquity and also
have a sense of modernity. And so, where the youth will go, India will also move. And the world
is going to go where India goes.
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The Prime Minister highlighted that in the last few years, his government has given top priority to
the Indian players to get four tools - resources, modern facilities for training, international
exposure and transparency in selection. The Prime Minister stressed that for sports in the
country to thrive, it is necessary that the youth should have faith in sports and should be
encouraged to take up sports as a profession. “This is my resolve, and my dream too! I wish our
youth to see sports like other professions”, he said. The Prime Minister remarked that the
government linked sports with employment. Schemes like Target Olympics Podium (TOPS) are
providing all support to top sportspersons to compete at the highest level. Khelo India Abhiyan is
recognizing talent very early and all support is being given to groom them for international
level.India’s recent performance in Olympics and Para-Olympics, said the Prime Minister, is a
proof of a new India’s rise in the play field. With the advent of sporting infrastructure in villages
and small towns, there are a rising number of sportspersons from these towns.
The Prime Minister said in the new National Education Policy, priority has been given to sports.
Sports have now been kept in the same category as science, commerce or other studies. Earlier
sports were considered as extra curricular activities, but now sports schools will have it as a
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proper subject. The Prime Minister said that the sporting eco-system comprising sports, sports
management, sports writing, sports psychology etc, creates new possibilities. He said this
generates trust in the society that moving towards sports is the right decision. With resources, a
sporting culture takes shape and Sports University will play a big role in this, he added. Talking
about the sporting culture of Meerut, the Prime Minister pointed out that the city exports sporting
goods to more than 100 countries. This way, Meerut is not only vocal for local but also turning
local into global, the Prime Minister said emphasizing the need for making the country
Aatmnirbhar in the sector through the emerging sports clusters.
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The Prime Minister mentioned that the double-engine government in Uttar Pradesh is
establishing many universities. He listed Mahayogi Guru Gorakhnath Ayush University in
Gorakhpur, Dr Rajendra Prasad Law University in Prayagraj, State Institute of Forensic
Sciences in Lucknow, Raja Mahendra Pratap singh State University in Aligarh, Maa Shakumbari
University in Saharanpur and Major Dhyan Chand University in Meerut. “Our goal is clear. The
Youth should not only become role models but also recognize their role models”, The Prime
Minister commented.
The Prime MInister informed that under the Svamitiva scheme more than 23 lakh titles
(Gharauni) have been given in 75 districts. Farmers of the state have received crores of rupees
in their account under PM Kisan Samman Nidhi. Farmers of the state have also benefited by the
record payment to the sugarcane farmers. Similarly, 12 thousand crore rupees worth of ethanol
have been purchased from UP, the Prime Minister informed.
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The Prime Minister remarked that the role of governments is like that of a guardian. The
government should encourage those with merit and should not try to justify mistakes as follies of
youth. The PM congratulated the current Uttar Pradesh government for creating a record
number of Government jobs for the youth. Thousands of youth who got training from ITI have
been given employment in big companies. He added that lakhs of youth have benefited from
National Apprenticeship Scheme and Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana. Meerut is also
becoming the hub of connectivity by Ganga expressway, Regional Rapid Rail Transit System
and Metro.
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SC TELLS GOVT. TO DECIDE ON REPATRIATION OF
WOMAN, CHILD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The Supreme Court on Monday asked the Union government to consider and decide
“expeditiously” petitions filed by a Kerala-based man for the repatriation of his daughter, who left
India to join the Islamic State, and minor granddaughter from detention in Afghanistan.
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A Bench led by Justice L. Nageswara Rao asked the government to decide the representations
made by 65-year-old V.J. Sebastian Francis within eight weeks. The court did not otherwise
make any comments on the merits of the case.
Sonia Sebastian, alias Ayisha, left India to join the terrorist organisation Islamic State in 2016.
She has been chargesheeted by the National Investigation Agency for various offences under
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. She would face trial in India.
Mr. Francis, represented by advocate Renjith Marar, moved the Supreme Court in July 2021. He
conveyed his apprehension that Sonia, at the time lodged in Kabul’s Pul-e-Charkhi prison, may
be executed amid the fight between the Taliban and government forces. He feared an imminent
threat to the lives of his kin. The Taliban have since returned to power in Afghanistan.
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“Even if the government has changed, the relationship [with Afghanistan] seems to be good from
what we read in the newspapers,” Justice Rao said about the drastic change in circumstances
from nearly six months ago when the petition was filed.
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The court said the petitioner needed to first “convince” the Indian government to process the
extradition.
Mr. Marar submitted that from what the father had heard, the jail in which Sonia was lodged had
been demolished and the detainees moved to the borders of Pakistan and Afghanistan. He said
that Sonia was still under detention. In his petition, Mr. Francis stated that it was a violation of
the fundamental rights that the Indian government had not initiated any steps for the repatriation.
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GANJAM DISTRICT IS NOW CHILD MARRIAGE FREE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Odisha’s Ganjam has declared itself as a child marriage free district — the first one in the State.
The district administration has been able to stop as many as 450 child marriages and videorecord 48,383 marriages in 2020 and 2021. “We decided in 2019 to prevent child marriages on
mission mode and at the same time generate general awareness against it,” the District
Magistrate said.
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CENTRE SEEKS URGENT LISTING OF EWS
RESERVATION CASE TODAY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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The Union government on Monday pressed the Supreme Court to list on Tuesday the hearing of
a case raising questions about the Rs. 8-lakh income criterion for identifying economically
weaker sections (EWS) to provide them reservation in admissions and jobs.
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Appearing before a Bench led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, for
the Centre, made an oral mentioning to urgently list the case on Tuesday.
The case is originally scheduled for January 6. The Centre has filed a committee report in the
Supreme Court which supports the Rs. 8-lakh income threshold as a “reasonable” basis to
determine EWS.
All-India quota

IA

The report is the result of the Supreme Court’s repeated grilling of the government, since
October, to explain how it zeroed in on the figure of Rs. 8 lakh as the annual income criterion to
identify EWS among forward classes of society for grant of 10% reservation in NEET medical
admissions under the all-India quota (AIQ) category. The court was hearing a batch of petitions
filed by NEET aspirants challenging a July 29 notification of the Centre announcing a 27% quota
to OBCs and 10% reservation to EWS in AIQ.
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The Supreme Court’s query was significant as the One Hundred and Third Constitutional
Amendment of 2019, which introduced the 10% EWS quota, is itself under challenge before a
larger Bench. The amendment is under question for making economic criterion as the sole
ground for grant of reservation benefits.
Committee report
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On November 25, the Centre had informed the court that it had taken a considered decision to
revisit the criterion for determining EWS. The Union government then formed an expert
committee comprising former Finance Secretary Ajay Bhushan Pandey; ICSSR Member
Secretary V.K. Malhotra; and Principal Economic Adviser to the Government of India Sanjeev
Sanyal. The committee submitted its report to the government on December 31.
“The current gross annual family income limit for EWS of Rs. 8 lakh or less may be retained. In
other words, only those families whose annual income is up to Rs. 8 lakh would be eligible to get
the benefit of EWS reservation,” the report said.
The committee said the Rs. 8 lakh criterion strikes a “fine balance” between over-inclusion and
inclusion errors.
“The figure ensures that most low-income people who are not required to pay income tax are not
excluded and are covered in EWS and at the same time it should not be so high that it becomes
over-inclusive by including many incomes tax-paying middle and high income families into EWS.
Therefore, considering that the currently effective Income Tax exemption limit is around Rs. 8
lakh for individuals, the committee is of the view that the gross annual income limit of Rs. 8 lakh
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for the entire family would be reasonable for inclusion into EWS,” the report reasoned.
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EDTECH REGULATION POLICY ON THE CARDS:
EDUCATION MINISTER
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Dharmendra Pradhan

m

The booming education technology sector, which has benefited from the disruptions in traditional
education modes during the pandemic, is likely to come under regulation soon, with Union
Ministries discussing framing of a common policy, Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said
on Monday.
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At a virtual event to distribute coupons valued at Rs. 253 crore for over 12 lakh socially and
economically disadvantaged students to get free access to EdTech courses, Mr. Pradhan said,
“There is no place for exploitation or monopoly”, in the sector.
False promises
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“We have heard reports that some education technology companies are exploiting students with
loans for fee-based courses. If someone wants to subscribe for these out of their own free will,
there is no problem. But students should not be lured to take loans by false promises from
them,” Mr. Pradhan said noting that advisories had been issued late last month by schools and
the higher education and skill development departments. “We are also having discussions with
MeitY [Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology] and the Law Department on how to
come up with a common policy,” he said.
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According to a September 2021 report from the Centre for Budget and Governance
Accountability, there are more than 4,530 EdTech companies of which 435 have come about in
the past two years.
Industry leaders such as Byju’s and Unacademy have raised capital worth $2.32 billion and
$354 million, respectively, in the first year of the pandemic alone. The burgeoning field of
EdTech start-ups has faced little regulation by the government, similar to the bricks-and-mortar
tuition and coaching services which they are slowly taking over.
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“The Government of India does not want to place restrictions but we are firm on certain things,”
Mr. Pradhan said.
Large market

“We offer a large market and all are welcome to reach out to Indian students but there cannot be
a monopoly. We have a welfare model. [The companies] can come and do business and create
wealth. But simultaneously, you cannot exploit my students,” he warned.
Repeated Internet disruptions and outage marred Monday’s event held at the offices of the
Education Ministry, illustrating some of the other challenges for educational technology firms
seeking to reach students from poor homes, or in remote areas, with limited Internet
connectivity.
“In this modern 21st century world, electricity and Internet have become essentials just like air,
water, food, clothing and housing,” he said.
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SAFETY AT ALL COSTS: ON IMPLEMENTATION OF
SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN FIREWORKS INDUSTRY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

S.
co

m

The death of four workers on New Year’s Day in a blast at a fireworks unit in Kalathur village of
Virudhunagar district, the hub of the firecrackers sector in Tamil Nadu, reiterates the need for
relentless vigil to enforce safety protocols in an industry that deals with hazardous processes.
The blast was said to have been triggered by friction caused by the mishandling of chemicals.
Apparently, the workers had come to the unit for a pooja to usher in 2022. Even though the
authorities have suspended the unit’s licence and filed cases under the Indian Penal Code and
Indian Explosive Substances Act, they have not cited violations such as the licence holder
leasing out the unit to others and manufacturing products unauthorisedly. Over the years, the
district has seen numerous blasts and successive State Governments had formed, at times,
committees to study the factors that led to the blasts. There have been improvements in the way
the firecracker industry has been functioning. For example, the extent of child labour has
reduced considerably. But, with regard to adherence to and monitoring of safety protocols, the
track record leaves much to be desired.
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There has to be a paradigm shift in the manner an event such as the Kalathur blast is viewed.
Generally, any blast is called an accident but such usage unwittingly tends to gloss over the role
of those who are responsible for the implementation and the enforcement of safety protocols.
There can be no compromise on this count. At the same time, the contribution of the firecracker
industry to the country’s economy, especially that of Tamil Nadu, has to be acknowledged. The
sector employs eight lakh people, directly and indirectly, in a backward region of the State with
no assured irrigation. However, this does not absolve the industry of the responsibility to the life
and the health of workers and the larger sections of society. In any investigation of the event, the
authorities concerned should seriously consider translating into action some of the suggestions
made by an eight-member committee constituted by the National Green Tribunal after a blast in
the district that killed over 20 people in February 2021. Headed by former judge of the Punjab
and Haryana, and Madras High Courts K. Kannan, the panel had suggested that the Explosives
Act be amended to make punishments more stringent than now, employing only certified
persons for operations including mixing, filling of chemicals and the making of colour pellets, and
using drones for surveillance of various units. There is no dearth of ideas to improve the working
of the industry but what is required is that the authorities, both at the levels of Central and State
Governments, should ensure the enforcement of safety protocols.
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AYUSH MINISTER SHRI SARBANANDA SONOWAL
LAYS FOUNDATION STONE FOR HEARTFULNESS
INTERNATIONAL YOGA ACADEMY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Union Ayush Minster Shri Sarbananda Sonowal laid the foundation stone for the
Heartfulness International Yoga academy today at Hyderabad. The Academy will set new
benchmarks in yoga training. The Heartfulness International Yoga Academy comprises Yoga
halls that can accommodate 100 Yoga students in each hall, therapeutic Yoga rooms for
consultation, one to one training spaces or small group classes; pre-natal Yoga rooms; a lecture
hall with 200 sitting capacity; a full-fledged recording studio with editing suites for pre-recorded
wellness programs; a recording Yoga hall fully equipped for Live online Yoga Classes; a Yoga
library with books from every Yoga Institutions and access to Yoga research articles.
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With Heartfulness Research programs going on and collaborative Yoga research programs that
have started, this is a solid place to bring the effectiveness of yoga to the scientific minds. The
Academy endeavors to reach all levels of the society in creating programs that are accessible to
one and all with training for Health Volunteers, Asha, Angavadi, school-teachers and students as
part of life-skill development. The Academy also offers Ayurvedic consultation, massage and
therapeutic treatments along with dormitory to Deluxe Suite facilities.

The programs at the Yoga Academy is overseen by an international team with RYT500 Lead
Yoga Trainers from India, Europe, Australia, Uzbekistan and the US and wish to extend their
invitation to one and all so as to make global the true spirit of Yoga. The Heartfulness Academy
(Shri Ram Chandra Mission) is registered with Yoga Certification Board as a Leading yoga
Institution, with the Indian Yoga Association and with Yoga Alliance (RYS200 and RYS300).
Last year 2021, Heartfulness was leading the effort for the Yoga for Unity program that was
supported by Ayush, the UNDPI and reached more than 21 million people in 159 countries.
The 75 crore Suryanamaskar Initiative as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav was inaugurated by
Shri Sarbananda Sonowal in the presence of Shri Bandaru Dattatreya, Governor of Haryana,
Shri V Srinivas Goud, Minister of Prohibition & Excise, Sports & Youth Services, Tourism &
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Culture & Archeology, Govt. of Telangana and Swami Ramdev, President, Patanjali Foundation.
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The 75-crore Suryanamaskar project is also a tribute to 75 years of India’s independence. For
those who can participate in the project, the yogic practice of Surya Namaskar which literally
means ‘sun salutation’ is slated for 21 days for 13 times a day. The project will last from 1
January – 20 February 2022. This program is being organized by five international organizations
- Patanjali Yogpeeth, Heartfulness Institute, NYSF-National Yogasana Sport Federation, Geeta
Parivar and Kreeda Bharati and supported by Ministry of Ayush, Ministry of Education, Ministry
of External Affairs and ICCR and sponsored by FIT India, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports,
Govt of India. Other key collaborators are AIU – Association of Indian Universities, NSS, DAV
managing committee, Allen Career Institute and Navyog Sansthan and Svyasa. The 75 crore
Suryanamaskar challenge also aims at creating the largest congregational Surya Namaskar
event with each participant also receiving a certificate upon completing the 21-day
Suryanamaskar challenger. The website for this program is http://www.75suryanamaskar.com
With 30 Participating states, 21,814 participating institutions, 10,05,429 registered students, the
number of Surya Namaskars are already slated to being at 97,25,560 and the numbers are
growing. Individual/ Institution/ Volunteer registration are open. For more information, please
visit: https://www.75suryanamaskar.com/
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On this occasion, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal said, “It is an exhilarating experience to participate
in Surya Namaskar at such a grand scale as well. The people of the world are coming together
today to celebrate the goodness of yoga. It is a message to the world that fitness should be at
the heart of one’s life and yoga is form of fitness that elevates one spiritually as well. With
inaugurating the International Yoga Academy, Heartfulness is making the effort in the right
direction by making Yoga accessible to more and more people.”
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The Union Ayush Minster Shri Sarbananda Sonowal laid the foundation stone for the
Heartfulness International Yoga academy today at Hyderabad. The Academy will set new
benchmarks in yoga training. The Heartfulness International Yoga Academy comprises Yoga
halls that can accommodate 100 Yoga students in each hall, therapeutic Yoga rooms for
consultation, one to one training spaces or small group classes; pre-natal Yoga rooms; a lecture
hall with 200 sitting capacity; a full-fledged recording studio with editing suites for pre-recorded
wellness programs; a recording Yoga hall fully equipped for Live online Yoga Classes; a Yoga
library with books from every Yoga Institutions and access to Yoga research articles.
With Heartfulness Research programs going on and collaborative Yoga research programs that
have started, this is a solid place to bring the effectiveness of yoga to the scientific minds. The
Academy endeavors to reach all levels of the society in creating programs that are accessible to
one and all with training for Health Volunteers, Asha, Angavadi, school-teachers and students as
part of life-skill development. The Academy also offers Ayurvedic consultation, massage and
therapeutic treatments along with dormitory to Deluxe Suite facilities.
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The programs at the Yoga Academy is overseen by an international team with RYT500 Lead
Yoga Trainers from India, Europe, Australia, Uzbekistan and the US and wish to extend their
invitation to one and all so as to make global the true spirit of Yoga. The Heartfulness Academy
(Shri Ram Chandra Mission) is registered with Yoga Certification Board as a Leading yoga
Institution, with the Indian Yoga Association and with Yoga Alliance (RYS200 and RYS300).
Last year 2021, Heartfulness was leading the effort for the Yoga for Unity program that was
supported by Ayush, the UNDPI and reached more than 21 million people in 159 countries.
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The 75 crore Suryanamaskar Initiative as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav was inaugurated by
Shri Sarbananda Sonowal in the presence of Shri Bandaru Dattatreya, Governor of Haryana,
Shri V Srinivas Goud, Minister of Prohibition & Excise, Sports & Youth Services, Tourism &
Culture & Archeology, Govt. of Telangana and Swami Ramdev, President, Patanjali Foundation.
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The 75-crore Suryanamaskar project is also a tribute to 75 years of India’s independence. For
those who can participate in the project, the yogic practice of Surya Namaskar which literally
means ‘sun salutation’ is slated for 21 days for 13 times a day. The project will last from 1
January – 20 February 2022. This program is being organized by five international organizations
- Patanjali Yogpeeth, Heartfulness Institute, NYSF-National Yogasana Sport Federation, Geeta
Parivar and Kreeda Bharati and supported by Ministry of Ayush, Ministry of Education, Ministry
of External Affairs and ICCR and sponsored by FIT India, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports,
Govt of India. Other key collaborators are AIU – Association of Indian Universities, NSS, DAV
managing committee, Allen Career Institute and Navyog Sansthan and Svyasa. The 75 crore
Suryanamaskar challenge also aims at creating the largest congregational Surya Namaskar
event with each participant also receiving a certificate upon completing the 21-day
Suryanamaskar challenger. The website for this program is http://www.75suryanamaskar.com
With 30 Participating states, 21,814 participating institutions, 10,05,429 registered students, the
number of Surya Namaskars are already slated to being at 97,25,560 and the numbers are
growing. Individual/ Institution/ Volunteer registration are open. For more information, please
visit: https://www.75suryanamaskar.com/
On this occasion, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal said, “It is an exhilarating experience to participate
in Surya Namaskar at such a grand scale as well. The people of the world are coming together
today to celebrate the goodness of yoga. It is a message to the world that fitness should be at
the heart of one’s life and yoga is form of fitness that elevates one spiritually as well. With
inaugurating the International Yoga Academy, Heartfulness is making the effort in the right
direction by making Yoga accessible to more and more people.”
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NORTHEAST SHOULD BE GROWTH DRIVER: PM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Kicking off the BJP’s campaign in poll-bound Manipur, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday made a pitch for oil palm plantations while envisaging the northeast as the driver of
India’s growth story.
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Mr. Modi said previous governments had neglected the region and alienated its people until New
Delhi was brought to the doorsteps of Manipur and the rest of the northeast after he became the
Prime Minister in 2014.
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“After Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose hoisted his Army’s flag for the first time and called it the
gateway to India’s Independence, the northeast is now becoming the gateway to fulfilling the
dreams of New India,” Mr Modi said at a rally at Imphal after inaugurating 13 projects worth Rs.
1,850 crore and laying the foundation stone of nine others that would cost Rs. 2,950 crore.
He banked on farmers in the northeast to cash in on the Centre’s Rs. 11,000-crore oil palm
mission.
Reducing imports
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“India spends thousands of crores of rupees in importing palm oil. Much of our mission to let the
farmers benefit hugely from oil palm cultivation will happen in the northeast, including Manipur,”
he said against the backdrop of protests in the region against the initiative.
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Mr. Modi accused the previous Congress government in Manipur of creating a divide between
the people of Imphal Valley and the hills around it. While the valley is dominated by the largely
Hindu Meitei community, the hills are inhabited by several tribal communities, many of whom are
Christians.
He said the State’s BJP-led coalition had bridged the hill-valley divide, and said the “doubleengine government” had transformed Manipur from a “blockade State” into one ready with
routes for international trade.
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Mr. Modi said there was a time when Manipur was left to its fate but he brought the Government
of India to the people’s doorsteps in the State and its northeastern neighbours.
End to insurgency
“I asked the leaders, officers and Ministers to regularly visit the northeast, spend time and
formulate need-based schemes. Five from the northeast are in the Union Ministry,” he said.
He credited the Centre-State coordination for extinguishing the “fire of insurgency and security”
in the northeast. “There is the light of peace and development. Hundreds of youth in the region
have joined the mainstream of development by shunning guns,” he said.
Protest against visit
A “lockdown” called by CorCom, a conglomeration of six extremist groups, had greeted Mr. Modi
and his entourage after he landed in Imphal amid tight security.
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In Tripura’s capital Agartala, his second stop in the region, the Prime Minister highlighted the
connectivity with adjoining Bangladesh to project the State as a gateway to usher in all-around
development in the northeast.
The Prime Minister also inaugurated a Rs. 450-crore terminal building at Agartala’s Maharaja Bir
Bikram Airport and remotely launched the State-level Project Mission 100 of Vidyajyoti Schools
and the Mukhyamantri Tripura Gram Samriddhi Yojana.
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DENIAL OF FCRA TO MOC CHALLENGED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process
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A U.S.-incorporated organisation, Global Peace Initiative, and its founder, evangelist K.A. Paul,
have approached the Supreme Court challenging the refusal of the government to renew the
registration of Mother Teresa's Missionaries of Charity under the Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA).
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The registration was not renewed purportedly on the basis of some “adverse inputs”, the writ
petition said. “The cancellation of the license of a renowned charitable organisation like the
Missionaries of Charity on vague grounds such as 'adverse inputs' will have a chilling effect on
all other Non- Governmental Organisations,” it said.
The plea has also urged the court to quash the government's direction to not renew the
registration of “close to 6,000 NGOs”.
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THE HINT OF A ‘ONE NATION ONE NGO’ REGIME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process
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On December 31, 2021, the Ministry of Home Affairs issued another public notice extending the
validity of registration certificates that were expiring from September 29, 2020 to March 31, 2022
till the latter date, provided that the request for renewal had not been rejected. What should have
been a routine activity of the Ministry has turned out to be a fairly detailed exercise of scrutiny,
resulting in a paralysis in granting permissions. The levels of due diligence and the information
sought on the one hand and the annual declarations to be given by the board members of civil
society organisations on the other have increased significantly. The mandatory opening of bank
accounts for foreign contributions has been centralised in one branch of the State Bank of India.
The linking of Permanent Account Number (PAN), Aadhaar number and mapping it with the
bank account/s of the individual board members are happening with gusto. All this has resulted
in a chill settling over the people who are and have been associated with civil society
organisations serving a social or cultural cause. The registrations under Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) have been long necessitated in order to undertake due diligence of the
causes for which the organisation is working for and also to have a handle on the traceability of
funds.
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Recently, the Missionaries of Charity established by Nobel Laureate Mother Teresa, was in the
news for the cancellation of its permission under the FCRA. A perusal of the statistics available
on the website of the Ministry of Home Affairs (https://bit.ly/32Kij6E ) reveals an interesting
pattern. Of the 20,675 permissions under the FCRA that were cancelled from 2011 onwards,
only 89 have been cancelled on request; the rest have been cancelled on violation. Of these
20,675 cancellations, 80% of the cancellations are after 2014, with a massive purge of around
10,003 permissions in the year 2015. The dashboard (https://bit.ly/3sXfOsu) shows a little under
17,000 active organisations — which have either got permission or will know their fate by March
2022, while around 33,000 organisations have either lost their permission or it has expired.
These cancellation numbers do not include the rejection of around 600 applications that have
been in the news in the recent past, as the website shows only three cancellations in the year
2021 and none in 2020.
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There has been a pattern to the organised attack on civil society organisations and this looks
like the final shot. In the past, the amendments in the FCRA that restricted the ability to subgrant, killed many of the niche organisations working in very remote areas which had no direct
access to international funding but were doing it through larger non-governmental organisations.
The other amendment restricting the proportion of expenses on administration almost choked
organisations that worked for the rights of the disposed. The increasing level of surveillance type
of data sought has resulted in many organisations losing people on their governance structure
and resulting in problems in funding.
The level of the purge is alarming on two fronts. If this purge is because of violations that seem
to threaten sovereignty because of evidence of money laundering, subversive activities and
violation of the laws, then it is worrying that these organisations survived for all these years. This
says a bit about the system of scrutiny that we have had in the past.
Alternately, if these are organisations that have been purged on xenophobic considerations —
because they are activists usually questioning the Government and speaking for the
marginalised — organisations working on issues such as human rights, and organisations
serving the people whom the state is unable to reach, then it is even more alarming. That is
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because it is suppressing the concept of antyodaya — reaching the last person with rights,
services and entitlements.
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Why we need civil society organisations is a moot question. We need them because they usually
work on what can be called an unreasonable agenda. This unreasonableness falls in three large
verticals. The first is that they ask for greater efficiency, delivery and accountability from the
state. Whether is it about rehabilitation and compensation in the case of land acquisition or
setting up a great accountability framework as was done through the movement led by the
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan for the Right to Information. The second vertical is in
correcting the extractive nature of markets. The groups asking for environmental accountability
are looking at inter-generational justice on a matter that is not very precisely measurable but is
palpable. The third is basically picking up causes that are so niche that it is beyond the capability
of the state to come up with such initiatives such as a school of drama set up by NINASAM
(Nilakanteshwara Natyaseva Samgha) in a village called Heggodu, Karnataka, or an idea of
distributing clothing for work as done by Goonj. These initiatives cannot be put into specific
business plans, spreadsheets or government schemes. They, therefore, need a grant-based,
cause-based revenue stream model.
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Why foreign funding? As we know, “causes” have no boundaries and funding for such socially
desirable belief systems could come from beyond borders. Some causes carried out by
organisations such as Doctors Without Borders, or Reporters Without Borders are by definition
international in nature. Similar is the case with the Jaipur foot provided by the Bhagwan
Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti. The humanitarian work by the Missionaries of Charity is
beyond the capability of a state. Such causes do not have a rational basis to be explained in
terms of a financial model; how do you put a price tag to press freedom? The niche funding will
happen from agencies that may be beyond the borders. They need to be encouraged.

ac
k

In general, past regimes have been tolerant of all developmental and cultural causes; somewhat
wary and tolerant of rights-based causes; and largely suspicious of civil society organisations
working for human rights and environmental causes. Both human rights and environmental
causes put these civil society organisations directly in confrontation with the job of
policing/internal security and “development” or economic growth. That is a fight that the civil
society organisations were used to.
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However, the current purge seems to be indiscriminate. The depth and the variety of the work of
a civil society organisation cannot be captured in the annual returns filed on the FCRA portal,
where there is no scope for explaining something beyond the binary. There needs to be a study
on how many civil society organisations lost their permissions on “expiry” only because the prepopulated dropdowns given by the FCRA portal were unable to capture the work of the
organisations.
The duality of welcoming foreign investments (which takes away capital gains and dividends)
while actively discouraging foreign aid to charities is staring us in the face. The definition of what
is foreign in the case of electoral bonds and donations to political parties is dodgy at best. This
duality is the signature of the current dispensation. Its appetite to collect data is matched only by
its reluctance to share data. If the hope, therefore, for civil society organisations is corporate
social responsibility funding and funding from Indian philanthropists, watch this space. As
cartoonist P. Mahamud indicated in a cartoon, we are moving towards a ‘One Nation One NGO’
regime.
(The writer is on the boards of non-governmental organisations, or NGOs that have applied for
FCRA permission. None of those NGOs is mentioned in the article.)
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M.S. Sriram is Faculty member, Centre for Public Policy, Indian Institute of Management
Bangalore. The views expressed are personal
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NEW EDUCATION POLICY FOLLOWS MAHATMA
GANDHI'S "NAI TALIM" IN TERMS OF MOTHER
TONGUE: VICE PRESIDENT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

m

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today said that the New Education Policy
follows the ‘Nai Talim’ of Mahatma Gandhi by giving importance to the mother tongue as the
medium of instruction at school level.
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Addressing the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi International Hindi University,
Wardha today, the Vice President recalled that the "Nai Talim" proposed by Mahatma Gandhi in
Wardha in 1937 laid emphasis on making mother tongue as the medium of instruction in addition
to free compulsory education and skill training to the students.
Shri Naidu said that our Constituent Assembly, after a long debate, accepted Hindi as the official
language and also accorded constitutional status to other Indian languages in the Eighth
Schedule. Noting that every Indian language has a glorious history and rich literature, he said
"We are fortunate to have linguistic diversity in our country. Our linguistic diversity is our strength
as our languages symbolize our cultural unity."

ac
k

IA

Referring to Mahatma Gandhi's views on language, the Vice President said that for Mahatma
Gandhi, the question of language was a question of national unity. He further observed that
even after insisting on Hindi, Mahatma Gandhi understood the sensitivity of every citizen to his
mother tongue. Gandhiji associated mother tongue with Swaraj and called for according due
importance to it, he said. He also said that Indian languages have played an important role in
keeping the overseas Indian community connected with the motherland India.
The Vice President said that it is expected of a civilized society that its language should be
gentle, cultured and creative. "Let us exercise our freedom of expression with the decency of
language and the discipline of words,” he said.
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On this occasion, the Vice President also unveiled the statue of the architect of the Constitution,
Babasaheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar and said that Dr. Ambedkar remained committed to
education and equality throughout his life. He expressed confidence that the statue of Dr.
Ambedkar would be a source of inspiration for the teachers and students of the Wardha
University.
Today, the Vice President also inaugurated Atal Bihari Vajpayee Bhawan and Chandrashekhar
Azad Hostel in the university as part of its Silver Jubilee celebrations. Recalling the contribution
of former Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, he said that Atal ji’s address at the United
Nations General Assembly in Hindi was a momentous occasion for the nation.
Dedicating the Amar Krantikari Chandrashekhar Azad Hostel, the Vice President wanted the
younger generation to be made aware of the courage and sacrifices of our heroic freedom
fighters. He appealed to the youth to rise above cast, creed, gender and region and work for
strengthening the unity of the nation.
Praising the achievements of the Wardha University, Shri Naidu said that the University has
made available many famous works of Hindi literature online, helping the readers sitting in
distant countries access authentic Hindi literature.
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In this context, he wanted that the literature of other Indian languages should also be made
available online with its Hindi translation. Describing our linguistic diversity as the strength of the
country, the Vice President urged to strengthen this thread of unity in diversity and stressed the
need for enhanced dialogue between Indian languages. He suggested the language
departments of universities to play an important role in this regard. “There should be constant
contact and intellectual dialogue between the language departments of the universities,” he said.
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Mahatma Gandhi International University, Wardha is teaching foreign languages like French,
Spanish, Chinese, Japanese etc. in Hindi medium. Expressing happiness over this, Shri Naidu
called for extending this facility for other Indian languages also so that Hindi students can also
learn other Indian languages.
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It is worth mentioning that during the World Hindi Conference held in Nagpur in 1975, a proposal
was made to establish an International Hindi University. Subsequently, Mahatma Gandhi
International University, Wardha was established by a bill passed by the Parliament in 1997 and
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of this University are being organized in 2022.
Calling Wardha the holy land that has been witness to the life philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi
and Vinoba ji, Shri Naidu said that Wardha has been a center of inspiration for the nation.
The Union Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Ramdas Athawale,
Wardha MP, Shri Ramdas Tadas, Vice Chancellor, Prof. Rajnish Kumar Shukla, people’s
representatives from the area, teachers, students and others were present on the occasion.
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The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today said that the New Education Policy
follows the ‘Nai Talim’ of Mahatma Gandhi by giving importance to the mother tongue as the
medium of instruction at school level.
Addressing the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi International Hindi University,
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Wardha today, the Vice President recalled that the "Nai Talim" proposed by Mahatma Gandhi in
Wardha in 1937 laid emphasis on making mother tongue as the medium of instruction in addition
to free compulsory education and skill training to the students.
Shri Naidu said that our Constituent Assembly, after a long debate, accepted Hindi as the official
language and also accorded constitutional status to other Indian languages in the Eighth
Schedule. Noting that every Indian language has a glorious history and rich literature, he said
"We are fortunate to have linguistic diversity in our country. Our linguistic diversity is our strength
as our languages symbolize our cultural unity."
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Referring to Mahatma Gandhi's views on language, the Vice President said that for Mahatma
Gandhi, the question of language was a question of national unity. He further observed that
even after insisting on Hindi, Mahatma Gandhi understood the sensitivity of every citizen to his
mother tongue. Gandhiji associated mother tongue with Swaraj and called for according due
importance to it, he said. He also said that Indian languages have played an important role in
keeping the overseas Indian community connected with the motherland India.
The Vice President said that it is expected of a civilized society that its language should be
gentle, cultured and creative. "Let us exercise our freedom of expression with the decency of
language and the discipline of words,” he said.
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On this occasion, the Vice President also unveiled the statue of the architect of the Constitution,
Babasaheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar and said that Dr. Ambedkar remained committed to
education and equality throughout his life. He expressed confidence that the statue of Dr.
Ambedkar would be a source of inspiration for the teachers and students of the Wardha
University.
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Today, the Vice President also inaugurated Atal Bihari Vajpayee Bhawan and Chandrashekhar
Azad Hostel in the university as part of its Silver Jubilee celebrations. Recalling the contribution
of former Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, he said that Atal ji’s address at the United
Nations General Assembly in Hindi was a momentous occasion for the nation.
Dedicating the Amar Krantikari Chandrashekhar Azad Hostel, the Vice President wanted the
younger generation to be made aware of the courage and sacrifices of our heroic freedom
fighters. He appealed to the youth to rise above cast, creed, gender and region and work for
strengthening the unity of the nation.
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Praising the achievements of the Wardha University, Shri Naidu said that the University has
made available many famous works of Hindi literature online, helping the readers sitting in
distant countries access authentic Hindi literature.
In this context, he wanted that the literature of other Indian languages should also be made
available online with its Hindi translation. Describing our linguistic diversity as the strength of the
country, the Vice President urged to strengthen this thread of unity in diversity and stressed the
need for enhanced dialogue between Indian languages. He suggested the language
departments of universities to play an important role in this regard. “There should be constant
contact and intellectual dialogue between the language departments of the universities,” he said.
Mahatma Gandhi International University, Wardha is teaching foreign languages like French,
Spanish, Chinese, Japanese etc. in Hindi medium. Expressing happiness over this, Shri Naidu
called for extending this facility for other Indian languages also so that Hindi students can also
learn other Indian languages.
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It is worth mentioning that during the World Hindi Conference held in Nagpur in 1975, a proposal
was made to establish an International Hindi University. Subsequently, Mahatma Gandhi
International University, Wardha was established by a bill passed by the Parliament in 1997 and
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of this University are being organized in 2022.
Calling Wardha the holy land that has been witness to the life philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi
and Vinoba ji, Shri Naidu said that Wardha has been a center of inspiration for the nation.
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The Union Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Ramdas Athawale,
Wardha MP, Shri Ramdas Tadas, Vice Chancellor, Prof. Rajnish Kumar Shukla, people’s
representatives from the area, teachers, students and others were present on the occasion.

“ 2022

,

,
,

,

1937 ,

, .

.,

.

,.

. ,

",

,

25

,

ac
k

1975

.

cr

,

,

,,,
,

,""

-

"

IA

,
- ", , "

S.
co

Following is the full text of the speech –
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MESSAGE FROM MUMBAI: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
HATE CRIMES AND LEGAL ACTION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Purveyors of hate, misogyny and xenophobia have been on a boundless revelry in India, online
and offline, with near total impunity and often times with support from politicians and the police.
In the midst of such pervasive police apathy, the swift action by the Mumbai police in tracing and
arresting three persons linked to the latest incident involving a fake online ‘auction’ of Muslim
women gives hope that all is not lost. The Mumbai police action also contrasts with the inaction
of the Delhi police, who come under the Union Home Ministry, and the Noida police in Uttar
Pradesh, a BJP-ruled State, in a similar case last year. Whether the three arrested were indeed
the creators of the app remains a question of investigation and the limited police version at the
moment is that they were promoting the platform, at a minimum. The Commissioner of the
Mumbai Police has said the probe is continuing and anyone involved in the crime, directly or
indirectly, will be arrested and prosecuted. It is delicious irony that the Mumbai police reports to
the Maharashtra government led by the Shiv Sena, long accused of xenophobic politics. The
Mumbai police were also quick to act in an earlier case involving threats to cricketer Virat Kohli
for standing up for his Muslim teammate.
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It is indeed baffling that the Delhi police, that is expected to play a critical role in securing the
lives of all important functionaries of the country, threw their hands up when faced with the
challenge of identifying some random imposters on social media. Such a level of incompetence
or connivance is ominous. The Delhi police say they have written to GitHub, the U.S.-based
platform that hosted the toxic apps. They are also seeking the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty
procedure to find information about the app from the U.S., after its Intelligence Fusion and
Strategic Operations unit took over the case. All this is being revealed after a second FIR was
filed this week. Sena MP Priyanka Chaturvedi had written to the Union IT Minister, in July and
September, about several social media platforms or events that were being used to berate
Muslim women. In November, the Minister replied that the Ministry was working on “identifying
the gaps in current legislation to address contemporary issues of cyberspace including
provisions to protect citizens, especially women, from any online harassment and cyber
bullying”. While that is necessary, it cannot be an excuse to let online mobs roam free. The
police must identify and arrest the original culprit, but if that process takes months on end, there
have to be interim measures to enforce the rule of law. The Mumbai Police have done exactly
that, in acting with the alacrity that this case deserves.
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THESE ISLANDS OF EXCELLENCE MUST NOT BE
MAROONED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

S.
co

m

Recently, the Chief Justice of India (CJI), N.V. Ramana, made several comments concerning
legal education through his addresses in various universities. He observed that the national law
universities were being perceived as ‘elitist and detached from social realities’ because not
enough students were joining the bar. He added that even among those who joined the bar, the
trend was to practise at the levels of the Supreme Court of India and High Courts while ignoring
trial advocacy. Earlier in the year, the CJI had made the comment that law graduates were illequipped to handle the profession and that sub-standard legal educational institutions in the
country were a worrying trend. Additionally, the CJI made a remark recently that the focus on
legal education should be on the practice and not theory.
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The CJI’s words are a welcome cause for introspection. As institutions capable of fundamentally
altering the legal landscape of the country in the decades to come, such comments must not be
brushed aside casually. So far, the experiment of national law universities has thrown up mixed
results. While they have been celebrated as ‘islands of excellence in a ‘sea of mediocrity, as
perceptible from the CJI’s remarks, they are also deemed by many to be detached from society.
But this is just one of the many contradictions that national law universities face today. The first
contradiction is that even though national law universities are criticised for imparting pedagogy
focused on securing placements in corporates and corporate firms, it is these placements that
are taken to be a significant marker in judging the success of national law universities.
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Another contradiction is that even though they are referred to as ‘National’ Law Universities, they
are established and partially funded by State governments. National law universities, therefore,
have to operate in an increasingly fluid political environment. With state funding shrinking, most
national law universities are facing a serious crisis. The ‘national’ character of these universities
stems from their cosmopolitan demographic profile of students and faculty. Of late, this ‘national’
profile of the national law universities has had to increasingly navigate the pressures in many
States which, by virtue of being the primary patron of a national law university, are able to exert
influence on several key issues such as domicile-based reservations and pay scale choices.
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The perceived disconnect between social realities and legal education can only be bridged if the
research emerging from national law universities addresses social issues and provides workable
and practicable solutions. Therefore, there is a need to focus on the promotion of researchdriven academics. This requires us to move beyond the rigid framework created by the Bar
Council of India and the University Grants Commission, which for example, needs the faculty to
undertake a minimum number of lecture hours per week, etc. There is a need to have separate
faculties for teaching and research. Research-driven academics must also be promoted through
institutional arrangements and schemes incentivising the same. National law universities can no
longer survive as mere teaching institutions.
The national law universities face stiff competition from upcoming private universities vis-à-vis
quality faculties with exposure to best practices and these universities lose out on such faculty
owing to many factors including rigid pay scales. While the hiring of faculty holding foreign
degrees is not the only solution, the training of the existing faculty in traditional methods of
knowledge delivery cannot be expected to satisfy the purpose for which the national law
universities were created. The same results in a demand from students for better faculty,
pedagogies and curricula. While the delivery of these demands differs from national law
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university to national law university, these issues have been at the centre of student protests in
several universities.
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Another reason for student protests in national law universities has been the inability of the
leadership to respond to the needs of the students, faculty and staff in an adequate manner.
Day-to-day problems when left unaddressed lead to avoidable confrontations. Decisions
resolving the issues must be taken firmly and in a timely manner without undue delays. This
problem is going to multiply as the State withdraws its funding and national law universities are
left to generate their own resources. The same will require a display of ingenuity and
entrepreneurship in raising adequate finances in the face of ever-increasing expenditures.
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It is equally important that the pedagogy must be focused on practical aspects of law, rather
than just the theory. The courses must invigorate our classrooms with the experience of
practitioners and arm our students with the practical understanding of the functioning of laws
and the justice system. Our judges and advocates must be obligated to contribute to the
classrooms. They must be encouraged to offer paid internships to students to incentivise their
learning experiences.
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Finally, it must also be understood that the purpose of education at the graduate and
postgraduate levels is fundamentally different. The focus of education at a graduate level must
be practice-oriented with a focus on imparting students with the ability to learn and understand.
On the other hand, the focus of pedagogy at the post-graduate level should be academic with a
stress on imparting students with the ability to not only critically evaluate but also to apply the
knowledge. This is crucial if we are to create well rounded and quality faculty which can
contribute to the academic discourse meaningfully.
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Going by the National Education Policy, the shape and the content of a single discipline
university is to change soon. The need, therefore, is to plan the future vision of national law
universities in terms of becoming multi-universities to include subjects of crucial significance,
including the awarding of degrees other than the law discipline. Also, there is a need to establish
an independent regulator for legal education in India. National law universities can collaborate in
a significant way to benefit each other by sharing human resources and expertise.
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With the exception of a few national law universities, most have a long way to go with respect to
many of the points raised above. This article is not intended to be a justification or an
explanation to the CJI’s comments. Instead, its purpose is to introspect over and understand the
problem areas which require rectification. As mentioned earlier, national law universities have
the potential to transform the legal landscape of our country. But much is still required to be
done before such a potential can be realised.
G.S. Bajpai is Vice-Chancellor, Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Punjab. The views
expressed are personal
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IS IT RIGHT TO INCREASE THE AGE OF MARRIAGE OF
WOMEN TO 21?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Beautiful Photo of handshake of a newly married Couple In India, promising each other love and
affection for the rest of their life.
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In the recent session of Parliament, the government introduced the Prohibition of Child Marriage
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, to raise the age of marriage for women from 18 years to 21 years. After
Opposition MPs demanded greater scrutiny of the Bill, it was referred to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Youth and Sports. The government says
the proposed law will ensure equal chance for women in higher education and access to jobs
and help improve maternal mortality rate and nutrition levels. In a conversation moderated by
Jagriti Chandra, Mary E. John and Noorjehan Safia Niaz discuss whether the Bill is welcome.
Edited excerpts:

IA

Mary E. John: The minimum age of marriage could well be the same as the age of majority,
which is 18 years. If the question of equality is so critical, the age of marriage for boys should
also be 18 years. But we really need to put focus on what should be the minimum age, not the
right age. When I look at the government’s pronouncements, the talk is about the right age for
marriage. There has almost never been a reference to a minimum age. The law should
prescribe a minimum age and I think 18 years is as good as any. It should continue to be a legal
presumption, and there is no reason, therefore, to raise it to 21 years.
Is it right to increase the age of marriage of women to 21? | The Hindu Parley podcast
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Noorjehan Safia Niaz: The main concern of this law is not so much about equality but to raise
the age of marriage for women to 21 years. The law shows the way to society, right? When [the]
18 years [rule] also came in, there was some resentment to that. Whenever a law which is a little
ahead of its time comes in, there will be some people who won’t like it. But the job of the law is
also to show where we are moving as a society. If you look at urban metro cities, where girls are
getting educated, that is one section of society that has moved ahead. And that section of
society also needs certain protection by the law. But the issue here is of effective
implementation of the law. Unless that improves, we are going to have problems of whether the
age of marriage for girls is 18 years or 21 years.
Noorjehan Safia Niaz: If you have to really use the word ‘encroachment’ for personal laws, I
would say that has been happening for the Muslim community for a long time, even before
Independence. The British government brought the Shariat Application Act way back in 1937,
and two years later, we had the Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, which codified the divorce
law and gave the right to Muslim women for divorce. Then came the 1986 Act [Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act]. Because we don’t have fully codified laws, we have had
piecemeal legislation. In the 1986 Act, which came after the Shah Bano case, Parliament
intervened on the demand of these very religious groups who don’t want parliamentary
intervention now. The groups asked Parliament to override the Supreme Court judgment, which
was in favour of Shah Bano. And then we have the triple talaq legislation where again Muslim
women demanded an intervention by the state to end this practice. Look at the Hindu Marriage
Act, which was codified in 1955. It includes the Sikhs and the Buddhists, who are religious
minorities. So, the state recognises that each community is to be governed by their personal
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laws and if there are problems with the personal laws, then it steps in. The state has to be there
to listen to grievances. The state has to play its role whether you are a majority or a minority. So,
I don’t think this is encroachment. And if there’s a progressive law in the country, why should I
be deprived of it just because I am a Muslim woman? There are laws for the Hindu community,
which includes Sikhs, Buddhists and the Jains who are otherwise a religious minority. All
aspects of the personal law such as marriage, divorce and custody are already codified, i.e.
passed by Parliament. Christians are governed by their own personal law, and so are the Parsis.
But because of the kind of politics that played out at the time of Partition, and the
communalisation and the violence that Muslims faced as a minority, the issue of family law
reform always took a back seat. The process of codification of laws began in 1937 [for Muslims],
and had Partition not happened, I’m sure Muslims would have had a codified law probably
earlier than the Hindu community. But after India gained Independence, there was absolutely no
movement towards codifying the Muslim family law till Shah Bano went to court demanding
maintenance. Then, too, the legislation went against the Supreme Court judgment. So, Muslim
women were again deprived of the provisions of Section 125 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.
Of course, later on, with the Danial Latifi judgment, the damage that that law caused was
subverted. But the fact remains that this law [1986 Act] was an attempt to get Muslim women out
of the ambit of all legislative protections and constitutional safeguards. And till date, we don’t
have a codified family law.
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We are in the 75th year of Independence and Muslims [constitute] 15% of the population of this
country. But Muslims are deprived of the legal security which everybody else has. Our tragedy is
that even 18 years as the year of marriage for girls is not fully implemented in the Muslim
community. There have been contradictory High Court judgments: while some have held that the
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act applies to the Muslim community, others have held that it does
not. The Shariat law, which is again not codified, says the age of marriage is puberty or age 15.
So, where is the protection even for the 18 years of marriage that everybody else has had for so
many years? And that is why we are insisting that within this current Bill, a special mention has
to be made that the Muslim community will also come under its ambit. Even if tomorrow 21 years
is not implemented and even if the law is as it exists today, it should be made applicable to
Muslims. To that extent, an amendment is necessary.
Also read | Amendments to marriage age contradict other laws
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Mary E. John: Noorjehan has raised very important points about the sharp differences postPartition which have been the subject of considerable debate in the women’s movement. Let us,
therefore, take on board that it is not the same kind of question [for Muslim women]. But I just
want to point out that if you look at the data on underage marriage, there is no difference
between Hindus and Muslims. There are similar proportions of 26.6% in the National Family
Health Survey-4 (2015-2016) data. If anything, there’s a slightly better picture on the part of the
Muslims compared to the Hindus. So, the popular conception that Muslims are always backward
compared to Hindus is not true here. As far as our underage marriage data goes, the pattern is
much the same.
Noorjehan Safia Niaz: The Muslim community may be better on some of the parameters that
we are discussing but the question is here of legal parity. Why are Muslims not on par with the
rest of the citizens? If 18 is the age of marriage for the entire country, why should Muslim
women be left behind? If polygamy is not allowed and if Section 494 of the Indian Penal Code
governs Christians and Parsis, why should it be not applicable to Muslims as well? How long are
Muslim women going to be suffering this, because we have been told time and again that our
minority status is in danger. We have the provision of codifying our personal law to bring it on
par with the society we are living in, and bring the best of provisions of the Quran. But if we don’t
reform, the state will step in. The part of the community [that resists reform] will allow the state to
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S.
co

m

Mary E. John: The claims that are being made that the nutritional status of the mother and child
and maternal mortality rates will improve with the increase in the age of marriage simply do not
hold up. If you look at higher ages at marriage, you will look at better data sets because higher
ages at marriage correspond with better-off people with better health indicators. People who are
wealthier marry at later ages. However, if you control for all these factors, and only concentrate
on the factor of age, then you find that age plays the least significant role in any of these
indicators. Anaemia is not affected by age at marriage and it is the cause for our terrible
maternal mortality rates. Similarly, a poorly nourished woman does not become better nourished
because she’s being married off three years later. And sex ratio is particularly off because
States with the worst sex ratio, such as Punjab and Haryana, have higher-than-average ages at
marriage. So, there is a lot of confusion here and the so-called scientific basis that is being put
out by the government does not hold up.
Noorjehan Safia Niaz: The law is necessary, but it’s not sufficient. If the commercialisation of
education continues, how are the poor, especially women and girls, going to access education?
If our districts, villages and smaller towns don’t have health facilities, how are women going to
access various schemes and programmes? So, these need to simultaneously get addressed.
Law to raise marriage age causes a flutter in western U.P.
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Noorjehan Safia Niaz: I understand there are issues. There are going to be problems. Any law
when it comes into being does not play out equally for different sections of society. We are a
huge country. We have different economic strata, different religions and caste compositions.
And maybe that is where the courts come in and judges decide.
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Editorial | Age and marriage: On raising the age of marriage for women
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Mary E. John: Existing studies show that the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act is not being used
to stop communities from holding underage marriages. It is being used by parents of a girl who
is in a so-called elopement or love marriage that they are opposed to. So, please imagine what
will happen tomorrow if the age is raised to 21. These women are not children. By the laws of
the land, they are young adults who will find themselves at cross purposes with this new law
whereby other adults will be able to render their relationships null and void and leave them in a
complete legal limbo if not in a criminalised situation. In Nepal where the age of marriage was
recently raised to 20 for both men and women, there are large numbers of young women in
shelter homes simply because they’re in this legal limbo. Is this the kind of future we want the
law to create for us?
Safia Niaz is co-founder of the Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan; Mary E. John is former
Professor and Acting Director at the Centre for Women’s Development Studies
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‘MILDER OMICRON AN EVOLUTIONARY MISTAKE’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The reduced severity of Omicron is good news for now, but it is the result of an “evolutionary
mistake” as COVID-19 is transmitting very efficiently and there is no reason for it to become
milder, indicating that the next variant could be more virulent, a leading Indian-origin scientist
from the University of Cambridge has warned.
Ravindra Gupta, Professor of Clinical Microbiology at the Cambridge Institute for Therapeutic
Immunology and Infectious Diseases (CITIID), led a recent study on the Omicron variant.
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While the study showed that the new variant is infecting the cells in the lungs less, the virus itself
is not becoming milder. “There is this assumption that viruses become more benign over time
but that’s not what’s happening here because those are long-term evolutionary trends,” Prof.
Gupta told PTI on Thursday.
“SARS-CoV-2 is transmitting very efficiently so it doesn't have any reason to become milder,
especially in the era of vaccination with plenty of susceptible hosts. So I think it’s an evolutionary
mistake. It's not something intentional that the virus is trying to do to change its biology,” he said.
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FCRA REGISTRATION RESTORED FOR MISSIONARIES
OF CHARITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process
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MHA had earlier said in a statement that the MoC’s renewal was refused on December 25 for
not meeting the eligibility conditions. It said that its license was valid till October 31 but was
extended till December 31 along with other associations whose renewal is pending.
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An MHA official said on January 1 that the Ministry declined to renew the FCRA registration of
179 NGOs, while 5,789 associations did not apply for a renewal before the December 31
deadline.
The deadline for those NGOs who had applied before December 31 and whose application was
not rejected have been given an extension till March 31.
According to the 2020-21 annual financial returns filed by the Kolkata registered NGO on
December 13, the total balance in its foreign contribution bank account stood at Rs. 103.76
crore. It has more than 250 bank accounts across the country to utilise the foreign funds.
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The Ministry had asserted that NGOs whose request for renewal was turned down will not be
eligible to either receive or utilise the foreign contribution in their designated bank accounts.
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Date : 2022-01-09

24TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON E-GOVERNANCE
2021 SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDES AT HYDERABAD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter
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The Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) and Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India, in association with
the State Government of Telangana organized the 24th Conference on e-Governance
(NCeG) 2021 on 7th – 8th February 2022 at Hyderabad, Telangana. The theme of this
Conference is “India’s Techade: Digital Governance in a Post Pandemic World”. At the
Valedictory Session today, ‘Hyderabad Declaration’ on e-Governance was adopted after
intensive deliberations during the sessions held over two days.
The Conference was inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge), Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Earth Sciences, Minister
of State in the Prime Minister’s Office, Minister of State of Personnel, Public Grievances &
Pensions, Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space, Government of India and
presided by Shri K. T. Rama Rao, Cabinet Minister for Municipal Administration and Urban
Development, Industries, Information Technology Electronics and Communications, Government
of Telangana.
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The 24th NCeG represented a platform for constructive exchange of ideas on some of the latest
technologies for promoting e-Governance. The Distinguished speakers invited for the
Conference shared their knowledge and insights on the themes identified for the Conference.
The 24th NCeG 2021 provided all participating State and UT Government teams with a detailed
view of the latest concepts and technologies to promote e-Governance and enable them to go
back with useful takeaways for being implemented in their respective States and UTs..
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Over the two days, discussions were held on six sub-themes in Plenary sessions- AatmaNirbhar
Bharat: Universalization of Public Services; Innovation– Platformization, Emerging
Technologies; Ease of living through Technology Interventions for Good Governance;
Government Process Re-engineering and Citizen’s participation in Government Processes;
India’s Techade – Digital Economy (Digital Payments – Building Citizen’s Confidence). There
were also parallel breakout sessions where the awardees of National e-Governance Awards
2021 from Centre, State and District showcased their award winning entries. These sessions
were on the themes : Unicorns of 2021: Demonstrating Power of Innovation, Digital Excellence
at District level; Seamless, Creating a technology Innovation Ecosystem, End to End service
delivery without human interference through technological interventions; Replicability and
sustainability in e-Governance-Best Practices. An Exhibition including a Wall of Fame was also
organized during the event to showcase India’s achievements in the field of e-Governance.
Over 50 speakers presented their papers in semi-virtual mode. The Conference was attended by
over 2000 delegates in semi-virtual mode.
To recognise the implementation of e-Governance initiatives, the National e-Governance
Awards 2021 were presented during the Inaugural Session. 26 awards were presented under
the 6 categories of the Award Scheme to Central Ministries/Departments, State/UT
Governments, Districts, Local Bodies, Public Sector Undertakings and Academic & Research
Institutions. This include 12 Gold, 13 Silver and 1 Jury Award.
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The 24 NCeG provided a platform for the delegates, including senior Government officers from
across the country, industry stalwarts and researchers, to share best practices, latest technology
developments, thus leveraging them for achieving effective governance and public service
delivery. The focus of all the sessions was on learning by experience sharing effective egovernance tools for benefits of the citizen and achieve Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi’s
vision of ‘Minimum Government, Maximum Governance’.
Hyderabad Declaration
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The Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DAPRG), Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions and Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology
(MeitY), Government of India in collaboration with the Government of Telangana organized the
24th National Conference on e-Governance at Hyderabad during 7-8 January 2022.
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Under the visionary leadership of the Prime Minister, the e-Governance landscape of India has
radically changed in scale, scope and learning paradigms. As India celebrates 75th year of
Independence as Azaadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Prime Minister’s clarion call for adoption of
Next Generation Administrative Reforms for bringing citizens and government closer was the
focus of the Conference deliberations. Secretariat Reforms, Swachhta Campaign, Redressal of
Public Grievances and Improving Service Delivery which form the core of India’s good
governance model were deliberated. During the pandemic, the widespread adoption of e-Office
helped create paperless offices in the central secretariat and enabled smooth governance
functioning. CPGRAMS helped redress 20 lac public grievances in 2021. The National eGovernance Awards were conferred in the Inaugural Session. The Two-day Conference held
exchanges of views between the Award winners and Unicorns.
The Conference has unanimously adopted the Hyderabad declaration outlined below after
intensive deliberations during the sessions held over two days.
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The Conference resolved that Government of India and State Governments shall collaborate to:
*****

SNC/SP
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The Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) and Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India, in association with
the State Government of Telangana organized the 24th Conference on e-Governance
(NCeG) 2021 on 7th – 8th February 2022 at Hyderabad, Telangana. The theme of this
Conference is “India’s Techade: Digital Governance in a Post Pandemic World”. At the
Valedictory Session today, ‘Hyderabad Declaration’ on e-Governance was adopted after
intensive deliberations during the sessions held over two days.

The Conference was inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge), Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Earth Sciences, Minister
of State in the Prime Minister’s Office, Minister of State of Personnel, Public Grievances &
Pensions, Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space, Government of India and
presided by Shri K. T. Rama Rao, Cabinet Minister for Municipal Administration and Urban
Development, Industries, Information Technology Electronics and Communications, Government
of Telangana.
The 24th NCeG represented a platform for constructive exchange of ideas on some of the latest
technologies for promoting e-Governance. The Distinguished speakers invited for the
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Conference shared their knowledge and insights on the themes identified for the Conference.
The 24th NCeG 2021 provided all participating State and UT Government teams with a detailed
view of the latest concepts and technologies to promote e-Governance and enable them to go
back with useful takeaways for being implemented in their respective States and UTs..
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Over the two days, discussions were held on six sub-themes in Plenary sessions- AatmaNirbhar
Bharat: Universalization of Public Services; Innovation– Platformization, Emerging
Technologies; Ease of living through Technology Interventions for Good Governance;
Government Process Re-engineering and Citizen’s participation in Government Processes;
India’s Techade – Digital Economy (Digital Payments – Building Citizen’s Confidence). There
were also parallel breakout sessions where the awardees of National e-Governance Awards
2021 from Centre, State and District showcased their award winning entries. These sessions
were on the themes : Unicorns of 2021: Demonstrating Power of Innovation, Digital Excellence
at District level; Seamless, Creating a technology Innovation Ecosystem, End to End service
delivery without human interference through technological interventions; Replicability and
sustainability in e-Governance-Best Practices. An Exhibition including a Wall of Fame was also
organized during the event to showcase India’s achievements in the field of e-Governance.
Over 50 speakers presented their papers in semi-virtual mode. The Conference was attended by
over 2000 delegates in semi-virtual mode.
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To recognise the implementation of e-Governance initiatives, the National e-Governance
Awards 2021 were presented during the Inaugural Session. 26 awards were presented under
the 6 categories of the Award Scheme to Central Ministries/Departments, State/UT
Governments, Districts, Local Bodies, Public Sector Undertakings and Academic & Research
Institutions. This include 12 Gold, 13 Silver and 1 Jury Award.
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The 24th NCeG provided a platform for the delegates, including senior Government officers from
across the country, industry stalwarts and researchers, to share best practices, latest technology
developments, thus leveraging them for achieving effective governance and public service
delivery. The focus of all the sessions was on learning by experience sharing effective egovernance tools for benefits of the citizen and achieve Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi’s
vision of ‘Minimum Government, Maximum Governance’.
Hyderabad Declaration
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The Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DAPRG), Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions and Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology
(MeitY), Government of India in collaboration with the Government of Telangana organized the
24th National Conference on e-Governance at Hyderabad during 7-8 January 2022.
Under the visionary leadership of the Prime Minister, the e-Governance landscape of India has
radically changed in scale, scope and learning paradigms. As India celebrates 75th year of
Independence as Azaadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Prime Minister’s clarion call for adoption of
Next Generation Administrative Reforms for bringing citizens and government closer was the
focus of the Conference deliberations. Secretariat Reforms, Swachhta Campaign, Redressal of
Public Grievances and Improving Service Delivery which form the core of India’s good
governance model were deliberated. During the pandemic, the widespread adoption of e-Office
helped create paperless offices in the central secretariat and enabled smooth governance
functioning. CPGRAMS helped redress 20 lac public grievances in 2021. The National eGovernance Awards were conferred in the Inaugural Session. The Two-day Conference held
exchanges of views between the Award winners and Unicorns.
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The Conference has unanimously adopted the Hyderabad declaration outlined below after
intensive deliberations during the sessions held over two days.
The Conference resolved that Government of India and State Governments shall collaborate to:
*****
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Date : 2022-01-10

IS THE NEW DELTACRON COVID VARIANT REAL?
WHAT SCIENTISTS SAY. READ HERE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Dubbed as 'Deltacron', the new Covid-19 strain that combines the traits of both the Delta variant
and the Omicron variant, have been detected in Cyprus.

m

As Deltacron trended online, several experts have opined that it is not a real Covid-19 variant.
This comes at a time when the world is in the grip of Omicron, the new strain of SARS-CoV-2.
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Virologist Tom Peacock said on social media that Deltacron may not be an actual variant, but
possibly a result of contamination.
"So when new variants come through sequencing lab, contamination isn't that uncommon (very
very tiny volumes of liquid can cause this) - just usually these fairly clearly contaminated
sequences are not reported by major media outlets," he explained.
"Recombinants are definitely worth keeping an eye on and almost definitely will eventually be
found, this particular example is almost definitely contamination though," he wrote.
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Physician-scientist Eric Topol termed Deltacron as a 'scariant', instead of a variant. "New
subtype of ‘scariant’ that isn't even a real variant but scares a lot of people, unnecessarily," he
said.
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It may be noted that Deltacron is not any official name. Leondios Kostrikis, professor of
biological sciences at the University of Cyprus, called the strain 'Deltacron'.
“There are currently omicron and delta co-infections and we found this strain that is a
combination of these two," Kostrikis said in an interview with Sigma TV Friday. The discovery
was named “deltacron" due to the identification of omicron-like genetic signatures within the
delta genomes, he said.
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Kostrikis and his team have identified 25 such cases and the statistical analysis shows that the
relative frequency of the combined infection is higher among patients hospitalized due to Covid19 as compared to non-hospitalized patients.
The sequences of the 25 deltacron cases were sent to GISAID, the international database that
tracks changes in the virus, on Jan. 7.
“We will see in the future if this strain is more pathological or more contagious or if it will prevail"
over delta and omicron, he said. But his personal view is that this strain will also be displaced by
the highly contagious omicron variant.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
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please check the spam folder.
This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
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Date : 2022-01-10

AMAZON MOVES NCLAT AFTER CCI REVOKES
FUTURE DEAL NOD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies
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Amazon Holdings NV has moved the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
against the 17 December order of the Competition Commission of India (CCI), revoking its
approval for Amazon’s deal with Future Coupons over alleged misrepresentation, said a lawyer
privy to the matter, seeking anonymity. The matter is expected to be heard in the coming week,
he said.
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The move follows a Delhi high court order on 5 January, suspending Amazon’s arbitration
proceedings in Singapore against Future Group for contract violations. According to CCI’s 57page order, approval for the deal between Amazon and Future group would be kept in
abeyance.
The anti-trust watchdog fined Amazon 202 crore for allegedly misrepresenting and suppressing
information while seeking regulatory approval in 2019 to buy a stake in Future Coupons.
A favourable verdict for Amazon will probably help the firm re-initiate the arbitration proceedings
and fight for its contractual rights.
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However, if NCLAT finds merit in CCI’s order, the American firm has to move the Supreme
Court. If the apex court, too, backs the CCI decision, Amazon will be have no locus standi for
arbitration proceedings against Future Group.
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It is natural for Amazon to contest the CCI order suspending its 2019 deal with Future Coupons
and imposing a 202 crore fine, the highest ever imposed by CCI, said Nikhil Varma, managing
partner, Miglani Varma and Co., advocates, solicitors and consultants.
In all likelihood, Amazon will get a stay on the CCI order, but will be asked to deposit a part of
the penalty amount upfront, according to Varma.
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“The decision of the NCLAT in this matter is set to be a crucial one, for it will determine the
import of the CCI’s power to suspend its approval under the merger control regime introduced in
2011. A favourable verdict would mean that Amazon does not have to pay a hefty fine. Overall,
the appeal will not hurt Amazon, for the transaction has already been consummated," Varma
said.
The NCLAT order could have a significant bearing on Future Group’s asset sale deal with
Reliance Industries Ltd signed in 2020.
A favourable verdict for Amazon will bolster its claim against the Future group-RIL deal before
the Singapore International Arbitration Court (SIAC), Varma said. “However, an unfavourable
verdict will help RIL acquire Future’s retail assets as it may nullify the investment made by
Amazon in Future Coupons and its rights under the shareholders’ agreements and share
subscription agreement," he said.
Last week, Future Group had moved Delhi high court seeking quashing of the proceedings
initiated by Amazon before the Singapore arbitration centre.
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The group had earlier filed a termination application at the Singapore tribunal to halt the
proceedings. However, the tribunal had turned down the retailer’s request as it was set to hear
the Amazon-Future dispute on 5–7 January.
SIAC has stalled the arbitration proceedings, following the order by the division bench of Delhi
high court.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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Date : 2022-01-10

SKOCH AWARD FOR ASSAM MISSION ON
MALNUTRITION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues
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A mission to combat malnourishment among children aged six months to 5 years has earned the
SKOCH Award for southern Assam’s Cachar district. The SKOCH Award recognises people,
projects and institutions that go the extra mile to make India a better nation.

S.
co

Our code of editorial values
END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 55
Source : www.livemint.com

Date : 2022-01-11

‘WE ARE HOPING CORBEVAX COULD BE VAX FOR
THE WORLD’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Our understanding is that Bio E is ready with 100 mn doses, and it is manufacturing 100 mn
doses with a target of 1.2 bn doses in 2022, says Peter Hotez, co-developer of Corbevax
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MUMBAI : Corbevax, the covid vaccine of the Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, and
Hyderabad-based Biological E Ltd, is drawing attention for being a model for the global
vaccination campaign, by forgoing intellectual property rights for therapies used in pandemics. In
an exclusive interview with Mint, Peter Hotez and Maria Bottezi, the developers of the vaccine,
which has been designed in the US and made in India, share their plans to increase
manufacturing capabilities for the vaccine for India and for global use, which could potentially
end vaccine inequity. Edited excerpts:
India has fully vaccinated 40% of its population, do you still think your vaccine has a role
to play in India? Do you see Corbevax as a potential booster shot?
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Hotez: We see this as a standalone vaccine, booster vaccine, and paediatric vaccine. As a
standalone vaccine, we see potential as only 40% of 1.2 billion people have been fully
vaccinated and thus you still have a long way to go. We are hoping that this could be the
vaccine for the world as Bio E said it has the capacity to manufacture up to 1.2 billion doses.
This could be a booster for the AstraZeneca vaccine, too. There is a trial coming up for the
paediatric vaccine as this vaccine uses the same technology that is used to manufacture the
Hepatitis B vaccine, which is being given to children all over the world for decades. So there will
be a lot of indications for this.
You have given up the patent rights for the vaccine. Should other vaccine developers
follow this model?
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Bottezi: That is how our vaccine centre has been created. We hadn’t received attention before
the covid-19 pandemic, but we have been developing vaccines for neglected diseases and this
is the model we follow. Of course, we were never successful as there was never really an
urgency or ability to showcase this as a case model. With Bio E, it shows that this model can
work. You have to recognize that the company is amazing as it wants to eventually use the
vaccine to support others. Our vaccine was never exclusive. We hope that during emergency
situations or programmes categorized as market failure this is an alternative model.
How many vaccine doses is Bio E ready with for deployment?
Hotez: Our understanding is that it is ready with 100 million doses, and it is manufacturing 100
million doses with a target of 1.2 billion doses in 2022. Bio E has an advanced purchase
agreement of 300 million doses with the Indian government, so that is pretty exciting.
How long will the World Health Organisation (WHO) approval of Corbevax take?
Bottezi: We had a call with WHO officials. It is high on their radar screen. We will soon see them
packaging the information. WHO has been in the loop since the beginning. So it would
accelerate emergency listing. Besides WHO, we are looking at other approvals such as in
Australia and the UK to accelerate.
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Does your vaccine work against the Omicron strain?
Hotez: So far the vaccine is holding up well against variants, including Delta, with the
neutralizing antibodies lasting long. We don’t have the data yet, but so far it looks promising that
the vaccine will hold up against Omicron, particularly after people are fully immunized.
What is the future of covid vaccination? A pan coronavirus shot seems to be the holy
grail...
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Hotez: Our vaccine, which has the same technology as the Hepatitis B vaccine, can be coformulated with the Hepatitis B vaccine to give to infants, or to combine with another paediatric
vaccine. We have to look at all options. But that is going to be the future of vaccination where
you minimize shots and maximize their ability to give results.
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THE RISE OF COLLABORATIVES FOR SOCIAL IMPACT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process

m

In early 2020, The Bridgespan Group released a report, “Philanthropic Collaboratives in India:
The Power of Many”, that examined alliances between development sector actors — funders,
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and governments. Those stakeholders bet that their
combined funding, skills and assets would make the impact of collaboratives greater than the
sum of their parts.
And, yet, at the time, India had few philanthropic collaboratives. This is no longer the case.

S.
co

Co-created by three or more independent actors, including at least one funder, a philanthropic
collaborative pursues a shared vision and strategy for social impact. In 2019, we studied 15
such collaboratives in India. Since then, at least 18 more collaboratives have come together.
These include COVID ActionCollab, India Protectors Alliance, The Future of Impact
Collaborative, and The Coalition for Women Empowerment.
Sixteen of these operate across multiple States. Most focus on implementing social programmes
and mobilising funding. Swasth, for instance, has created a one-stop tele-medicine portal, while
ACT Grants pools financial resources for innovations in tackling COVID.
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Collaboratives are also mobilising greater funding. The annual budgets of the 13 collaboratives
in 2019 ranged from 50 lakh to 50 crore. In comparison, multi-year financial commitments for
eight of the new collaboratives range from 2 crore to 600 crore (budget data is not available for
the other 10). At least three of them aim to raise about 100 crore.
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There is growing emphasis on inclusion, equity, and justice. The new generation of
collaboratives increasingly focuses on marginalised communities such as informal waste
pickers, front-line workers, and migrant labour.
The devastation caused to lives and livelihoods by the novel coronavirus pandemic is clearly
driving organisations to work collectively. Several partnerships now involve businesses,
harnessing the power of private capital for social good.
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Consider the Migrants Resilience Collaborative (MRC).
Soon after the nation-wide COVID-19 lockdown on March 24, 2020, the NGO Jan Sahas
released the results of a survey that revealed the lockdown’s disproportionate impact on migrant
workers. Of the 3,196 migrant construction workers interviewed, a staggering 90% had lost their
source of income and 62% were unaware of the Government’s emergency assistance efforts.
India has approximately 140 million migrant workers. Jan Sahas’ founder, Ashif Shaikh,
concluded that the scale of the problem far outstripped the capabilities of any single NGO and
necessitated collaboration. Jan Sahas, in partnership with EdelGive Foundation, Global
Development Network and other organisations, launched MRC, whose goal is to facilitate relief
for more than 10 million migrant workers across 13 States. More than 40 community-based
organisations, 25 companies and industry associations, and three State governments have
partnered with MRC.
Although collaboratives can increase the odds of achieving outsize impact, collaboration is
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complicated. Building trust across multiple partners and balancing their priorities and the
collaborative’s goals can be challenging. In 2020, we found that it took several years for
collaboratives to move from “coming together” — where they define their shared mission and
strategy — to actually “working together” and delivering results.
This new crop of collaboratives is forming relatively faster. Of the 18 we examined, 15 are
already “working together”. No doubt, the pandemic has spurred collaboratives to raise funds
and evolve swiftly. Equally important for MRC has been its credibility and clarity.
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Since 2000, Jan Sahas has worked to end commercial sexual exploitation and forced labour,
focusing on migrant workers from socially excluded communities; 90% of Jan Sahas’ staff
comes from the communities it serves. Jan Sahas could hence draw on a deep well of trust and
relationships for MRC.
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To ensure alignment of MRC’s stakeholders, Mr. Shaikh drew up a list of “non-negotiable” goals:
such as securing a minimum wage for migrant workers and ending exploitation of female
workers. While there were some disagreements among the partners, clarity on the “nonnegotiables” ensured that they remained on the same page.
Mr. Shaikh identified another factor, besides the pandemic, that is driving collaboration.
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“Funding for NGOs, especially for community-based and grassroots organisations, has dropped
significantly,” he observed. “That is pushing small- and medium-sized organisations, particularly
at the State and district level, to collaborate. They can then get strategic and financial support,
and a platform to implement their programmes.”
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To be sure, as more NGOs and funders pool their resources and expertise, some start-up
collaboratives will struggle to partner effectively and achieve collective impact. Still, given the
significant increase in philanthropic collaboratives over the past two years, it is likely that formal
collaboration between multiple stakeholders — including private business — is set to become a
distinctive and lasting feature of India’s social sector.
Pritha Venkatachalam, a partner in The Bridgespan Group’s Mumbai office, heads the firm’s
market impact initiatives in South Asia. Akshay Gambhir is a case team leader in The
Bridgespan Group’s Mumbai office
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The national law universities need to look at intra-collaboration and work on becoming multiuniversities
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REPEATED COVID BOOSTERS NOT A VIABLE
STRATEGY AGAINST EMERGING VARIANTS: WHO
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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An expert group created by the World Health Organization to assess the performance of Covid19 vaccines said simply providing fresh jabs of existing Covid vaccines as new strains of the
virus emerge was not the best way to fight the pandemic
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WHO experts warned Tuesday that repeating booster doses of the original Covid vaccines is not
a viable strategy against emerging variants and called for new jabs that better protect against
transmission.
An expert group created by the World Health Organization to assess the performance of Covid19 vaccines said simply providing fresh jabs of existing Covid vaccines as new strains of the
virus emerge was not the best way to fight the pandemic.
"A vaccination strategy based on repeated booster doses of the original vaccine composition is
unlikely to be appropriate or sustainable," the WHO Technical Advisory Group on Covid-19
Vaccine Composition (TAG-Co-VAC) said in a statement.
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The group said there could be a need to update the existing vaccines to better target emerging
Covid variants, like Omicron which has spread rapidly and has been detected in 149 countries
so far.
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And it called for the development of new jabs that not only protect people who contract Covid
against falling seriously ill but also better prevent people from catching the virus in the first place.
- Prevent infection -

"Covid-19 vaccines that have high impact on prevention of infection and transmission, in
addition to the prevention of severe disease and death, are needed and should be developed,"
TAG-Co-VAC said.
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This, it said, would help lower "community transmission and the need for stringent and broadreaching public health and social measures."
It also suggested that vaccine developers should strive to create jabs that "elicit immune
responses that are broad, strong, and long-lasting in order to reduce the need for successive
booster doses".
According to the WHO, 331 candidate vaccines are currently being worked on around the world.
Until new vaccines have been developed, the group said, "the composition of current Covid-19
vaccines may need to be updated".
This would "ensure that (they) continue to provide WHO-recommended levels of protection
against infection and disease by VOCs (variants of concern), including Omicron and future
variants."
Just weeks after Omicron was first detected in southern Africa, it is becoming increasingly clear
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that it is not only far more transmissible than previous variants, but also better at dodging some
vaccine protections.
The WHO has so far given its stamp of approval to versions of eight different vaccines.
TAG-Co-VAC stressed that those vaccines provide a high level of protection against severe
disease and death caused by the various variants of the virus.
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It said preliminary data indicated the existing vaccines were less effective at preventing
symptomatic Covid disease in people who have contracted the Omicron variant.
But protection against severe disease, which is what the jabs were especially intended to do, "is
more likely to be preserved", it said.

- 'Primary vaccination' top priority -
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"However, more data on vaccine effectiveness, particularly against hospitalisation, severe
disease, and death are needed, including for each vaccine platform and for various vaccine
dosing and product regimens," it said.

In the meantime, TAG-Co-VAC echoed the WHO stance that "the immediate priority for the
world is accelerating access to the primary vaccination".
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The UN health agency has resisted the push in a growing number of countries to roll out blanket
booster programmes in the battle against new concerning variants like Omicron.
The WHO says this makes no sense as many people in poorer nations are still waiting for a first
jab, dramatically increasing the chance of new, more dangerous variants emerging.
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So far, more than eight billion doses of Covid-19 vaccines have been administered in at least
219 territories, according to an AFP count.
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But while over 67 percent of people in high income countries have received at least one jab,
fewer than 11 percent have in low income countries, according to UN numbers.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
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Date : 2022-01-14

TWO NEW COVID-19 TREATMENTS HAVE BEEN
APPROVED BY WHO. SEE DETAILS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The World Health Organization approved two new Covid-19 treatments on Friday, growing the
arsenal of tools along with vaccines to stave off severe illness and death from the virus.
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The news comes as Omicron cases fill hospitals around the world with the WHO predicting half
of Europe will be infected by March.
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In their recommendation in British medical Journal the BMJ, WHO experts said arthritis drug
baricitinib used with corticosteroids to treat severe or critical Covid patients led to better survival
rates and reduced need for ventilators.
Experts also recommended synthetic antibody treatment Sotrovimab for people with non-serious
Covid at highest risk of hospitalisation, such as the elderly, people with immunodeficiencies or
chronic diseases such as diabetes.
Sotrovimab's benefits for people not at risk of hospitalisation were deemed insignificant and the
WHO said its effectiveness against new variants like Omicron was "still uncertain".
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Only three other treatments for Covid-19 have received WHO approval, starting with
corticosteroids for severely ill patients in September 2020.
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Corticosteroids are inexpensive and widely available and fight inflammation that commonly
accompanies severe cases.
Arthritis drugs tocilizumab and sarilumab, which the WHO endorsed in July, are IL-6 inhibitors
that suppress a dangerous overreaction of the immune system to the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Baricitinib is in a different class of drugs known as Janus kinase inhibitors, but it falls under the
same guidelines as the IL-6 inhibitors.
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"When both are available, choose one based on issues including cost and clinician experience,"
the guidelines say.
Synthetic antibody treatment Regeneron was approved by the WHO in September and the
guidelines say Sotrovimab can be used for the same type of patients.
The WHO's Covid treatment recommendations are updated regularly based on new data from
clinical trials.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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Date : 2022-01-15

GIS-BASED AUTOMATED WATER CONNECTION AND
ONLINE BOOKING OF COMMUNITY HALLS IN FULL
SWING UNDER ECHHAWANI IN CANTONMENTS

m

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Key highlights:
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Geographical Information Systems (GIS) based automatic water supply system is first of its kind
in the country to automate the granting of water connection to the residents of cantonments,
which was unveiled by Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh recently, is in full swing. This system,
based on the concept of ‘minimum government and maximum governance’, is getting popular as
there is no manual intervention in the process of sanction of water connection to the applicants.
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The application is user-friendly and is completely automated, which allows citizens to identify the
location of water supply connection on cantonment map. The system automatically determines
the nearest water pipeline and checks the feasibility of providing connection from water pipeline.
The distance and the total amount payable are determined by the system based on the location
of the household. The applicant can make instant payment of water connection charges by using
linked payment gateway. This system automatically generates water connection sanction letter
which can be downloaded by the applicant thereby providing seamless end-to-end delivery of
service without human intervention. The process facilitates sanction of water connection to
cantonment residents in the shortest possible span of time with ease. This is first of its kind
municipal application in the country providing ‘ease of living’ to the residents.
Automated community hall booking is an online system under eChhawani portal. The system
facilitates residents of cantonments to book community hall online without any physical
application and intervention of cantonment officials.
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The cantonment residents can book community hall using the user-friendly portal by selecting
the available date and generating the booking confirmation letter by making online payment.
Elimination of official intervention ensures that Community Hall is booked on ‘first come first
serve’ basis by residents themselves avoiding any delays or discretions.
The facility of GIS based automated water supply system and automated community hall
booking system under eChhawani portal (https://echhawani.gov.in) is already available to
residents of cantonments for availing services in a transparent manner.
******
ABB/Nampi/DK/RP

Key highlights:
Geographical Information Systems (GIS) based automatic water supply system is first of its kind
in the country to automate the granting of water connection to the residents of cantonments,
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which was unveiled by Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh recently, is in full swing. This system,
based on the concept of ‘minimum government and maximum governance’, is getting popular as
there is no manual intervention in the process of sanction of water connection to the applicants.
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The application is user-friendly and is completely automated, which allows citizens to identify the
location of water supply connection on cantonment map. The system automatically determines
the nearest water pipeline and checks the feasibility of providing connection from water pipeline.
The distance and the total amount payable are determined by the system based on the location
of the household. The applicant can make instant payment of water connection charges by using
linked payment gateway. This system automatically generates water connection sanction letter
which can be downloaded by the applicant thereby providing seamless end-to-end delivery of
service without human intervention. The process facilitates sanction of water connection to
cantonment residents in the shortest possible span of time with ease. This is first of its kind
municipal application in the country providing ‘ease of living’ to the residents.
Automated community hall booking is an online system under eChhawani portal. The system
facilitates residents of cantonments to book community hall online without any physical
application and intervention of cantonment officials.
The cantonment residents can book community hall using the user-friendly portal by selecting
the available date and generating the booking confirmation letter by making online payment.
Elimination of official intervention ensures that Community Hall is booked on ‘first come first
serve’ basis by residents themselves avoiding any delays or discretions.
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The facility of GIS based automated water supply system and automated community hall
booking system under eChhawani portal (https://echhawani.gov.in) is already available to
residents of cantonments for availing services in a transparent manner.
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UNION MINISTER DR JITENDRA SINGH TO CHAIR
DARPG’S VISION INDIA@2047 MEETING WITH
SECTORAL EXPERTS ON GOVERNANCE TOMORROW
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter
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The Prime Minister has directed that all Ministries/ Departments of Government of India will
formulate a document for Vision India@2047 to identify the long-term goals and
corresponding outcomes for this decade with timelines and milestones. In order to suggest
the structural and institutional reforms necessary to attain the envisaged Vision
India@2047 on Governance, the DARPG has convened a meeting with sectoral experts,
academics and scientific community on January 15, 2022. Dr. Jitendra Singh, Hon’ble
Minister of State for the Ministry of Science and Technology (I/C) and Minister of State
Ministry of Earth Science (I/C) and Minister of State for Prime Minister's Office; Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pensions; Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space
will chair the first meeting with Sectoral Experts on Governance issues on 15th January,
2022.
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Key issues pertaining to Improving Efficiency in Decision Making in the Central Secretariat,
Reducing Pendency, Rationalizing working of Ministries/ Departments, Ethics,
Transparency and Accountability in Public Service, Creation of Effective Executive
Agencies, Core Principles of Reforms in the Government, Benchmarking Governance in
States, Management Practices in 21st century Governance, Citizen Centric Governance,
Reforms in State Secretariats, District Collectorates, Use of Technology in Governance and
creation of Institutions of Excellence would be discussed.
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Fifteen sector specialists who would be participating in the discussions comprising of
former Cabinet Secretaries, former Secretaries of DOPT, Directors of select IITs and IIMs,
ASCI and Capacity Building Commission. The Secretary DARPG V.Srinivas and Director
General IIPA Dr. S.N.Tripathi would be attending the meeting.
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Following the consultative meetings with Sectoral Experts, the DARPG’s Vision
India@2047 would be formulated.

*****
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The Prime Minister has directed that all Ministries/ Departments of Government of India will
formulate a document for Vision India@2047 to identify the long-term goals and
corresponding outcomes for this decade with timelines and milestones. In order to suggest
the structural and institutional reforms necessary to attain the envisaged Vision
India@2047 on Governance, the DARPG has convened a meeting with sectoral experts,
academics and scientific community on January 15, 2022. Dr. Jitendra Singh, Hon’ble
Minister of State for the Ministry of Science and Technology (I/C) and Minister of State
Ministry of Earth Science (I/C) and Minister of State for Prime Minister's Office; Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pensions; Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space
will chair the first meeting with Sectoral Experts on Governance issues on 15th January,
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Key issues pertaining to Improving Efficiency in Decision Making in the Central Secretariat,
Reducing Pendency, Rationalizing working of Ministries/ Departments, Ethics,
Transparency and Accountability in Public Service, Creation of Effective Executive
Agencies, Core Principles of Reforms in the Government, Benchmarking Governance in
States, Management Practices in 21st century Governance, Citizen Centric Governance,
Reforms in State Secretariats, District Collectorates, Use of Technology in Governance and
creation of Institutions of Excellence would be discussed.
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Fifteen sector specialists who would be participating in the discussions comprising of
former Cabinet Secretaries, former Secretaries of DOPT, Directors of select IITs and IIMs,
ASCI and Capacity Building Commission. The Secretary DARPG V.Srinivas and Director
General IIPA Dr. S.N.Tripathi would be attending the meeting.
Following the consultative meetings with Sectoral Experts, the DARPG’s Vision
India@2047 would be formulated.
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Date : 2022-01-15

WHO APPROVES TWO NEW DRUG TO TREAT
CORONAVIRUS PATIENTS. ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The World Health Organization (WHO) on Friday recommended the use of two new drugs for
the treatment of Covid-19 patients as the fast-spreading Omicron variant renders concerns. The
UN body has recommended the two new drugs to treat patients showing critical symptoms, as
well as for the non-severe cases. The WHO has recommended Eli Lilly & Co.’s rheumatoid
arthritis drug and GlaxoSmithKline Plc’s monoclonal antibody. Lilly's baricitinib drug is a Janus
kinase (JAK) inhibitor- a class of drugs used to treat autoimmune conditions, blood and bone
marrow cancers, and rheumatoid arthritis.
As per the WHO, baricitinib is “strongly recommended" for patients with severe or critical
disease in combination with corticosteroids. Whereas sotrovimab can be used for patients with
non-severe cases.
Here's what the WHO said about the new anti-Covid drugs:
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WHY OMICRON SPREADS FASTER THAN DELTA
VARIANT OF CORONAVIRUS EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Health experts explain why the Omicron variant of coronavirus is highly infectious

S.
co

m

The Omicron variant of the coronavirus is spreading faster than the Delta variant. It is also more
transmissible than the previous variants."There is now consistent evidence that Omicron is
spreading significantly faster than the Delta variant," WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus told a news briefing in Geneva in December. The viral load is much higher in
Omicron, which means that someone infected with the Omicron variant is more infectious than
someone infected with the Delta variant.
Health experts explain why the Omicron variant of coronavirus is highly infectious.
"The Omicron variant is seven times more efficient in replicating in the upper airways than
previous variants of the coronavirus. However, the Omicron variant tends to remain in the upper
respiratory system rather than replicating in the lungs. That’s what makes it tremendously
contagious but also less severe than other variants, says Dr Harish Chafle, Senior Consultant Pulmonology and Critical Care at Global Hospital, Parel, Mumbai.
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Omicron has over 50 unique mutations which account for increased infectivity. “The SARS-CoV2 has knobs called Spike protein on the outside that binds to the human ACE2 receptor and
initiates infection. Omicron has over 50 unique mutations compared to the previous variant and
36 of these are on the spike protein. These mutations account for increased infectivity by
increasing the affinity of the S protein to the ACE2 receptor, as well as increasing the efficiency
of viral entry into the cell. This also accounts for the evasion of previous immunity that is being
observed," says Dr Trupti Gilada, Consultant Physician in Infectious Disease, Masina Hospital,
Mumbai.
Meanwhile, a total of 6,041 Omicron cases has been detected so far in India, showed the Union
Health Ministry data updated at 8 am on Saturday.
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Date : 2022-01-17

CENTRE’S RESPONSE AWAITED ON LAW ON INTERFAITH MARRIAGES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Ongoing battle:The petition was heard by the Supreme Court once in September 2020 and a
notice was issued.
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The law that governs inter-faith marriages in the country, the Special Marriage Act (SMA), 1954,
is being challenged for endangering the lives of young couples who seek refuge under it. More
than a year after a writ petition was moved before the Supreme Court, seeking striking down of
several of its provisions, the Union government is yet to submit its response.
“The court has admitted our petition and it was heard once on September 16, 2020. A notice
was issued to the Centre and we are awaiting its counter-affidavit,” says advocate Kaleeswaram
Raj.
Twenty-seven-year old Aafreen Ansari* was under tremendous pressure from her family to get
married. But she was already in love with a Hindu boy and the idea of an inter-faith marriage
was vehemently opposed by her parents. So, without any further delay, she and Mohan
Sharma*, decided to have a court marriage under the SMA around August 2020.
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“We needed to marry urgently. Our circumstances didn’t allow us to wait any longer. My parents
were already suspicious and I was worried that they would restrict my movement,” says Ms.
Aafreen.
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She and Mr. Sharma went online and submitted their application. When they reached the SubDivisional Magistrate’s (SDM) office for the verification of their documents, the staff dissuaded
them in multiple ways.
“They were rude, and they deleted our application on flimsy grounds, which delayed the whole
process for us. They threatened to stop our marriage over a spelling error. And then they told us
we were required to wait for 30 days and issue a notice inviting objections to our marriage from
the public and that this notice would be stuck on the court premises,” recounts Ms. Aafreen.
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Section 5 of the SMA requires a person marrying under this law to give a notice of intended
marriage, and Section 6(2) says it should be affixed at a conspicuous place at the office of the
marriage officer. Section 7(1)allows any person to object to the marriage within 30 days of the
publication of the notice, failing which a marriage can be solemnised under Section 7(2).
Such was the terror of being discovered, that the couple approached the Delhi High Court a few
days later, challenging Sections 6 and 7 of the Act. The couple are now married, but the court is
yet to give its decision.
The law doesn’t require a notice to be sent to the families, but there are often instances where
marriage officers and State governments go over and beyond the law to scuttle these marriages.
Some State governments can also be overzealous in implementing the law.
Haryana, for instance, created a checklist for marriages under the SMA, with 16 criteria that
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require a couple to publish a notice inviting objections in a newspaper and that such notices be
sent to their parents. But even without such over-reach, several provisions in the law put the
lives of these couples in danger.
“Some States require couples to also seek a no-objection certificate from their parents. The
Maharashtra (Department of Registration and Stamps) publicly shares the details of these
couples on its website, from where communal elements can access them,” explains Asif Iqbal,
founding member of NGO Dhanak, which helps inter-faith, inter-caste, same sex and trans
couples.
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All eyes are now on the Supreme Court, where a petition in the Nandini Praveen vs. Union of
India in September 2021 has sought that these and a few other provisions be struck down as
they violate the right to privacy, and the right to marry.
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Until the top court decides, couples will be forced to knock on the door of courts to seek
protection from a law that was framed with the intent to safeguard their interests.
(* names changed to protect the identity of the subjects )
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Date : 2022-01-19

MARITAL RAPE, GENDER NEUTRAL LAWS COME UP
AT NCW MEET
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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At a consultation organised by the National Commission for Women on amendments to criminal
law on Tuesday, there was unanimity among speakers that marital rape should be criminalised.
The meeting also discussed rising instances of cyber-crime against women and the need for
gender-neutral rape laws.
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The NCW is expected to have another round of discussion on this issue, following which it will
send the recommendations to the Ministry of Home Affairs, which is looking at a review of the
Criminal Law, including the IPC, 1860, the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872.
The meeting also comes at a time the Delhi High Court is hearing multiple petitions on making
marital rape an offence and the government has sought more time to present its stand.

‘Strict burden of proof’

IA

The petitions have sought striking down exception to Section 375 of the IPC, which says forceful
sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife not being 18 years, is not
rape. “There was agreement among all present that marital rape exemption cannot continue.
There was one voice that raised concerns about evidence gathering,” said a person present at
the meeting who didn’t want to be identified.
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Senior Advocate in the Supreme Court, Geeta Luthra, who made the point on the need for
evidence for punishing marital rape, told The Hindu , “No one is talking against women’s
autonomy or privacy or that marital rape should not be an offence. But there should be a better
investigative process and a strict burden of proof so that it doesn’t happen that someone is
miffed and makes a marital rape allegation.”
The meeting also discussed the interpretation of consent.
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“We have said there should be a broader understanding of when consent stands vitiated.
Anything obtained with fraud or force where force means fear of injury to body, mind and
reputation is considered in cases of extortion and we are demanding that the same standard
should be applied to consent in sexual offences as well. The focus has to be on violence and not
morality,” said Ved Kumari, Vice-Chancellor, National Law University, Odisha.
On the issue of age of marriage being raised for women to 21 years to make it equal to that of
men, most speakers agreed that 18 years should be the age of marriage for both men and
women.
The meeting also discussed the need for gender-neutral anti-rape laws which the civil society
has demanded to recognise same-sex assaults among gay, lesbian and bisexual people as well
as sexual crimes against transgender people.
“There was a lot of emphasis on cyber-crimes against women as well as making revenge porn
and online stalking punishable,” Senior Advocate, Supreme Court, Pinky Anand said..
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Several women’s rights activists, however, were unhappy because they were not invited for the
discussions.
While there were 13 speakers, only one was an activist and remaining were lawyers apart from
a representative each from the National Law School of India University, Bangalore, and the
National Law University, Odisha.

The focus has to be on violence and not morality
Ved Kumari
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Vice-Chancellor, National Law University
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Six women’s organisations wrote to NCW Chairperson Rekha Sharma demanding wider
consultations.
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SIGNING OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
(MOU) BETWEEN THE NATIONAL CENTRE FOR GOOD
GOVERNANCE (NCGG), GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT &
PANCHAYATI RAJ (NIRD & PR), HYDERABAD
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

In order to promote inclusive good governance, strengthening of local institutions and effective
implementation of government programmes, the National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG),
Government of India and National Institute of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj (NIRD &
PR), Hyderabad signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Monday, 17th Jan’22.
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The main purpose of having this agreement is to focus on different collaborative activities by
drawing upon the strengths of these two national institutions for bringing better good governance
mechanisms into practice across all programmes and schemes.

Both the institutions agreed to exchange knowledge and take up capacity building of
functionaries at all levels of government, including Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs).
The MoU will not only help in application of good governance principles in true spirit but will also
ensure their effective implementation in terms of transparency and accountability in utilisation of
public funds in intended manner for delivering services to benefit rural communities. Many key
mutual areas of interest were identified as actionable points, including leveraging e-governance
at panchayat level, documenting good governance models at panchayat level, simplification of
forms among others and best practices of the rural governance. NCGG has suggested to
identify the bench mark of the indexing of Rural Governance at the panchayat level.
The MoU signing ceremony was held online between Shri V. Srinivas, Secretary, Department of
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Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DAR&PG), Government of India & Director
General, National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) and Dr. G Narendra Kumar, Director
General (NIRDPR) with team of officials – Prof. Poonam Singh, Dr. A.P. Singh and Dr. B.S.
Bisht senior faculty from NCGG and Shri Shashi Bhushan, Deputy Director General, Dr. Partha
Pratim Sahu and Dr. Srikanth faculty from NIRDPR.
<><><><><>
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In order to promote inclusive good governance, strengthening of local institutions and effective
implementation of government programmes, the National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG),
Government of India and National Institute of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj (NIRD &
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The main purpose of having this agreement is to focus on different collaborative activities by
drawing upon the strengths of these two national institutions for bringing better good governance
mechanisms into practice across all programmes and schemes.

Both the institutions agreed to exchange knowledge and take up capacity building of
functionaries at all levels of government, including Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs).
The MoU will not only help in application of good governance principles in true spirit but will also
ensure their effective implementation in terms of transparency and accountability in utilisation of
public funds in intended manner for delivering services to benefit rural communities. Many key
mutual areas of interest were identified as actionable points, including leveraging e-governance
at panchayat level, documenting good governance models at panchayat level, simplification of
forms among others and best practices of the rural governance. NCGG has suggested to
identify the bench mark of the indexing of Rural Governance at the panchayat level.
The MoU signing ceremony was held online between Shri V. Srinivas, Secretary, Department of
Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DAR&PG), Government of India & Director
General, National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) and Dr. G Narendra Kumar, Director
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Bisht senior faculty from NCGG and Shri Shashi Bhushan, Deputy Director General, Dr. Partha
Pratim Sahu and Dr. Srikanth faculty from NIRDPR.
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Date : 2022-01-20

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SAFAI KARAMCHARIS
GETS 3-YEAR EXTENSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Other Social Welfare Bodies in India
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The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a three-year extension of the tenure of the National
Commission for Safai Karamcharis that was set to end on March 31. The Union Cabinet, at a
meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved the extension of the body at a cost
of Rs. 43.68 crore. The commission helps in coming up with programmes for the welfare of
sanitation workers and also monitors the implementation of the Prohibition of Employment as
Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013.
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Common infections such as lower respiratory tract infections, bloodstream infections, and intraabdominal infections are now killing hundreds of thousands of people every year because
bacteria have become resistant to treatment. Image for representation. | Photo Credit: B. Jothi
Ramalingam
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Story so far: Antimicrobial resistance (AMR), or antibiotics becoming ineffective because
pathogens such as viruses, fungi and bacteria become resistant to them, has long been
recognised as a major threat to public health. However, there are few estimates on the scale of
the problem and regional variations. Based on estimates from 204 countries and territories, the
Global Research on Antimicrobial Resistance (GRAM) report published in the Lancet on
Thursday provides the most comprehensive estimate of the global impact of AMR so far.
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Its headline finding is that as many as 4.95 million deaths may be associated with bacterial AMR
in 2019. Estimates included in the paper show that AMR is a leading cause of death globally,
higher than HIV/AIDS or malaria. In South Asia, over 389,000 people died as a direct result of
AMR in 2019. The death rate was the highest in Western sub-Saharan Africa, at 27.3 deaths per
100,000 and lowest in Australasia, at 6.5 deaths per 100,000. Lower respiratory-tract infections
accounted for more than 1.5 million deaths associated with resistance in 2019, making it the
most common infectious syndrome. The six leading pathogens for deaths associated with
resistance were Escherichia coli, followed by Staphylococcus aureus, Klebsiella pneumoniae,
Streptococcus pneumoniae, Acinetobacter baumannii, and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. They
were responsible for 3.57 million deaths associated with AMR in 2019. One pathogen–drug
combination, meticillin-resistant S aureus, caused more than 100,000 deaths attributable to
AMR in 2019, while six more each caused 50 000 – 100,000 deaths.
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GRAM is led out of the University of Oxford Big Data Institute – IHME Strategic
Partnership.IHME is the Institute for Health Metrics. The research paper lists a large number of
contributors from across the world who provide data from multiple sources, including
microbiology data, inpatient data, data on multiple causes of death, and pharmaceutical sales
data. The data was then broken down, by region, into deaths in which infection played a role by
infectious syndrome; pathogen distribution for deaths and incident cases; incidence of infectious
syndromes disaggregated by age, sex, and location; prevalence of resistance by pathogen;
relative risk of death for drug-resistant infection compared with drug-sensitive infections and
finally, computing the burden attributable to drug resistance and burden associated with drugresistant infections.
Common infections such as lower respiratory tract infections, bloodstream infections, and intraabdominal infections are now killing hundreds of thousands of people every year because
bacteria have become resistant to treatment. This includes historically treatable illnesses, such
as pneumonia, hospital-acquired infections, and foodborne ailments. Everyone is at risk from
AMR, but the data shows that young children are particularly affected. In 2019, one in five global
deaths attributable to AMR occurred in children under the age of five – often from previously
treatable infections. AMR is threatening the ability of hospitals to keep patients safe from
infections and undermining the ability of doctors to carry out essential medical practice safely,
including surgery, childbirth and cancer treatment since infection is a risk following these
procedures.Between 1980 and 2000, 63 new antibiotics were approved for clinical use. Between
2000 and 2018, just 15 additional antibiotics were approved. Out of the seven deadliest drugresistant bacteria, vaccines are only available for two (Streptococcus pneumoniae and
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Mycobacterium tuberculosis). Whilst all seven of the leading bacteria have been identified as
‘priority pathogens’ by the World Health Organization (WHO) only two have been a focus of
major global health intervention programmes – S. pneumoniae (primarily through pneumococcal
vaccination) and M. tuberculosis.
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They recommend greater action to monitor and control infections, globally, nationally and within
individual hospitals. Access to vaccines, clean water and sanitation ought to be expanded. The
use of antibiotics unrelated to treating human disease, such as in food and animal production
must be “optimised” and finally they recommend being “more thoughtful” about our use of
antimicrobial treatments – expanding access to lifesaving antibiotics where needed, minimising
use where they are not necessary to improve human health and acting according to World
Health Organisations recommendations on the same. They also recommend increasing funding
for developing new antimicrobials and targeting priority pathogens such as K. pneumoniae and
E. coli and ensuring that they are affordable to accessible to most of the world.

A year after the launch of the COVID vaccination drive, a look at the challenges that were
overcome
END
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‘TIME TO LOOK AT HEALTHCARE DIFFERENTLY’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Suneeta Reddy

m

Apollo Hospitals MD Suneeta Reddy said on Friday the healthcare sector should not only be the
focus of the Budget, but must also remain at the centre of the economy as the country aspired to
become a $5-trillion economy.
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“It is important that infrastructure is created in this [healthcare] sector,” Ms. Reddy said. “I
believe 20 years ago, the government gave IT services a national priority by offering them tax
holidays for 15 years, capital subsidies, etc., and with that the IT sector really grew,” she said.
“Healthcare deserves that position now more so because we are a nation where 70% of
healthcare spending is out of pocket. It is time to look at healthcare differently,” she added.
Ms. Reddy was delivering the keynote address at ‘Countdown to Budget 2022’ organised by The
Hindu BusinessLine in association with BoB Financial, the credit card arm of Bank of Baroda
and Hitachi India. The theme was ‘Accelerating India’s economic growth’.
‘Infra help needed’
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Highlighting the huge demand-supply gap in hospital beds, the MD said it was time to look at the
fact that the healthcare sector needed much more investments and infrastructure help.
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She said healthcare could be made more affordable through thoughtful changes in the GST
regime. “It [GST] makes healthcare expensive. We do not have a set-off against the input tax, so
the healthcare industry is observing all these taxes and in certain cases tax rates are as high as
18%,” Ms. Reddy said. “If the government can give us either zero or 5% GST, it would benefit
the sector immensely,” she added.
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She said the pandemic had shown the importance of preventive healthcare, and the
government, by rationalising GST rates, could make insurance and healthcare spending more
affordable. “Currently, India provides the best quality healthcare in the world at one-tenth of the
cost. At Apollo, we already have patients coming from 147 countries and I believe there is still a
huge opportunity in creating medical value travel. With government support, we should be able
to do much more in that space,” Ms. Reddy noted.
She added that India had been emerging stronger despite several waves of the pandemic and
had now learnt to meet the challenges. Ms. Reddy said the budget must focus on three priorities
namely unemployment, upskilling of workforce and signalling support to ideas or sectors that
would drive growth in the next century.
“Clean energy, manufacturing hubs to serve the Indian industry, logistics, fintechs, e-commerce
and digitally enabled services are some of the sectors that will drive growth,” Ms. Reddy said.
“The government has done so much in the past two years and I am sure it will continue to
support these,” she added.
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RELEASE OF FIRST DISTRICT GOOD GOVERNANCE
INDEX FOR 20 DISTRICTS OF THE UNION TERRITORY
OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR BY UNION HOME AND
COOPERATION MINISTER SHRI AMIT SHAH
TOMORROW
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter
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Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah will release the District Good Governance
Index for 20 Districts of UT of Jammu and Kashmir tomorrow organized jointly by Department of
Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG), GOI and Jammu & Kashmir Institute of
Management, Public Administration & Rural Development in association with the Centre for
Good Governance, Hyderabad.
Dr Jitendra Singh, Union Minister for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions and Shri
Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir will also address the event.
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The District Good Governance Index of Jammu and Kashmir was prepared by DARPG in
collaboration with Government of Jammu and Kashmir in pursuance of the announcements
made in the “Behtar e-Hukumat – Kashmir Aelamia” resolution adopted on July 2, 2021 in the
Regional Conference on Replication of Good Governance Practices held at Srinagar. The
exercise on formulation of District Good Governance Index was set in motion in July, 2021 which
has now been completed and Jammu & Kashmir will become the first Union Territory in the
country to have Good Governance Index.
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The District Good Governance Index of Government of Jammu and Kashmir represents a major
administrative reform in benchmarking good governance at District level and a significant step
for timely collation and publication of statistics at State/ District level. The District Good
Governance Index is a milestone and it is expected that it will provide a robust framework for
evidence based assessment of the performance of all the districts in Jammu & Kashmir.
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The Chief Secretary Government of Jammu & Kashmir Shri Arun Kumar Mehta and Shri V.
Srinivas, Secretary DARPG, Government of India will also be addressing the event. The event
will be attended by Senior Officials of Government of Jammu and Kashmir, District Collectors
and Chief Planning Officers of Districts. Secretaries of Planning and Secretaries of
Administrative Reforms of all State/ UT governments and District Collectors of non-election
bound States have also been invited to participate in the event by video conferencing.
During the occasion, a presentation on formulation of District Good Governance Index will be
made by Centre for Good Governance, Hyderabad. This will be followed by district presentations
by selected 12 District Development Commissioners, who will be showcasing achievements of
various sectors. Thereafter a panel discussion will be held on DGGI- A Way Forward for
futuristic 2.0 version of DGGI for measuring and benchmarking performance and improvement
of Districts in future as well.
<><><><><>
SNC/RR
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Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah will release the District Good Governance
Index for 20 Districts of UT of Jammu and Kashmir tomorrow organized jointly by Department of
Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG), GOI and Jammu & Kashmir Institute of
Management, Public Administration & Rural Development in association with the Centre for
Good Governance, Hyderabad.
Dr Jitendra Singh, Union Minister for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions and Shri
Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir will also address the event.
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The District Good Governance Index of Jammu and Kashmir was prepared by DARPG in
collaboration with Government of Jammu and Kashmir in pursuance of the announcements
made in the “Behtar e-Hukumat – Kashmir Aelamia” resolution adopted on July 2, 2021 in the
Regional Conference on Replication of Good Governance Practices held at Srinagar. The
exercise on formulation of District Good Governance Index was set in motion in July, 2021 which
has now been completed and Jammu & Kashmir will become the first Union Territory in the
country to have Good Governance Index.
The District Good Governance Index of Government of Jammu and Kashmir represents a major
administrative reform in benchmarking good governance at District level and a significant step
for timely collation and publication of statistics at State/ District level. The District Good
Governance Index is a milestone and it is expected that it will provide a robust framework for
evidence based assessment of the performance of all the districts in Jammu & Kashmir.
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The Chief Secretary Government of Jammu & Kashmir Shri Arun Kumar Mehta and Shri V.
Srinivas, Secretary DARPG, Government of India will also be addressing the event. The event
will be attended by Senior Officials of Government of Jammu and Kashmir, District Collectors
and Chief Planning Officers of Districts. Secretaries of Planning and Secretaries of
Administrative Reforms of all State/ UT governments and District Collectors of non-election
bound States have also been invited to participate in the event by video conferencing.
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During the occasion, a presentation on formulation of District Good Governance Index will be
made by Centre for Good Governance, Hyderabad. This will be followed by district presentations
by selected 12 District Development Commissioners, who will be showcasing achievements of
various sectors. Thereafter a panel discussion will be held on DGGI- A Way Forward for
futuristic 2.0 version of DGGI for measuring and benchmarking performance and improvement
of Districts in future as well.
<><><><><>
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DISABILITY ACTIVISTS FLAG CONCERNS IN NEW
ACCESSIBILITY NORMS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Better access:More public buildings and spaces need facilities for the differently abled.File photo
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A month after the Central Public Works Department (CPWD) released revised accessibility
guidelines, disability rights activists have raised concerns over the changes, including in handrail
heights, from the 2016 version, as well as sought clarity from the government on which version
would be applicable for auditing public buildings.
Anjlee Agarwal, the executive director of Smarthyam, which has worked with NITI Aayog and
various government departments on accessibility issues, said the 2021 guidelines had made
changes in dimensions and heights, leading to confusion.
Ms. Agarwal, who had worked on the 2016 guidelines, wrote to the Social Justice and
Empowerment Ministry on January 20 asking for “synergy” between the standards mentioned in
the 2016 document and the 2021 one.
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Handrail height
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“If the 2021 harmonised guidelines’ standards are followed, then 2016 harmonised guidelines’
standards will become obsolete. Under the Accessible India Campaign, these standards are
used in accessibility audits and retrofitting of buildings from 2016 till now; it will also become
obsolete,” Ms. Agarwal wrote in a letter to Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities Secretary Anjali Bhawra.
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Ms. Agarwal, who is a wheelchair user, pointed out that the handrail height on ramps had been
changed from 760 mm for people of a short body profile and 900 mm for adults to 600-750 mm
and 900-1,000 mm, respectively. She questioned why the heights were changed and on what
basis, as the 2016 guidelines had been based on Indian anthropometrics and ergonomics.
“Upper level handrail on ramp is 900-1,000 mm, while on steps it is 900-1,100 mm. Is everyone
6 feet tall?” she asked.
She pointed out that the knee recess of wheelchair user, which was used for giving dimensions
of tables, workstations, washbasins and so on, had been changed from a minimum of 650-680
mm to 600 mm and 675 mm. “For an average Indian adult, the lap height is 680 mm. Wheelchair
users use a cushion, hence the lap height further goes up. If knee recess is kept at 600 mm,
then a wheelchair user will never to able to access any counter/workstation,” she said.
Ms. Bhawra could not be reached for comment.
Vaishnavi Jayakumar, a member of the collective Disability Rights Alliance, had filed a petition in
the Madras High Court in September 2021 seeking greater public consultation on the draft
guidelines. While disposing of the petition in November 2021, the court had said such drafts
should be circulated in all official languages in the country.
‘Not specific enough’
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Speaking to The Hindu from Chennai, Ms. Jayakumar said: “The guidelines are not
comprehensive enough. Bus, railway coach, airplane, etc., are barely covered. Despite the
name, it’s still mostly built environment. We need an overarching universal design and
accessibility code. It is also not specific enough.”
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For instance, Ms. Jayakumar said the guidelines said “non-slip” floors should be used, but did
not adequately define what that meant. She said government projects had continued to use
polished granite for aesthetic reasons, instead of the more slip-resistant unpolished granite. The
guidelines say “marble/granite” have “good” slip resistance when dry and unpolished, while it is
“very poor” when wet and polished.
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Rama Chari, the director of the Diversity and Equal Opportunity Centre, said the 2021
harmonised guidelines had a “lot more figures and photos, which is good”. But, she added, there
were “no explanations for the changes made”.
“In some places, the standards have been diluted and in some places it has become more
stringent. There is discrepancy between the text and diagrams. When would these become
applicable?” she asked. She added that the revised guidelines come at a time that
establishments are gearing up to meet the June 2022 deadline for accessibility, as per
provisions of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.
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NEW ‘STEALTH OMICRON’ RAISES FEARS: ALL YOU
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE SUB-VARIANT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The UK said that 40 countries had reported BA.2 sequences, with the most samples reported in
Denmark, followed by India, Britain, Sweden and Singapore
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A new sub-strain of the Omicron variant, which is growing rapidly in some European countries,
has raised fears that more transmissible strains of the coronavirus can cause a larger Covid-19
wave next.
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Dubbed as the “stealth Omicron", the sub-variant has been classified as a variant under
investigation by the UK Health Security Agency on Friday, who said that it could have a growth
advantage.
"It is the nature of viruses to evolve and mutate, so it's to be expected that we will continue to
see new variants emerge," said Dr Meera Chand, incident director at the UKHSA
“Our continued genomic surveillance allows us to detect them and assess whether they are
significant," added Chand.
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The sub-lineage was designated in early December last year.
Detection and sequencing of the variant
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Britain has sequenced 426 cases of the BA.2 sub-lineage.
Following this, the UKHSA has said that while there was uncertainty around the significance of
the changes to the viral genome, the early analysis suggested an increased growth rate
compared to the original Omicron lineage, BA.1.
UKHSA said that 40 countries had reported BA.2 sequences, with the most samples reported in
Denmark, followed by India, Britain, Sweden and Singapore.
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In Denmark, BA.2 has grown rapidly. It accounted for 20% of all Covid cases in the last week of
2021, rising to 45% in the second week of 2022.
Anders Fomsgaard, a researcher at Statens Serum Institut (SSI), said he did not yet have a
good explanation for the rapid growth of the sub-lineage, adding he was puzzled, but not
worried.
"It may be that it is more resistant to the immunity in the population, which allows it to infect
more. We do not know yet," he told broadcaster TV 2, adding that there was a possibility that
people infected with BA.1 might not be immune from then catching BA.2 soon after.
"It is a possibility," he said. "In that case, we must be prepared for it. And then, in fact, we might
see two peaks of this epidemic."
An initial analysis made by Denmark's SSI showed no difference in hospitalisations for BA.2
compared to BA.1.
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Why is BA.2 called ‘stealth Omicron’?
The BA.2 does not have the specific mutation seen with Omicron that can help to easily
distinguish it from Delta.
However, many experts have recently claimed that the sub-strain does show up on PCR tests.
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“BA.2 _is_ detectable by PCR, these news reports are totally wrong. Depending on the PCR test
used it may not look like BA.1 (the other Omicron). But it will still give a positive result.
Frustrating to see falsehood about non-detectability still around," said Cornelius Roemer, a
computational biologist at Switzerland's University of Basel.
Other sub-strains of Omicron
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According to World Health Organization (WHO), the Omicron variant has three sub-strains –
BA.1, BA.2 and BA.3. The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) had also
earlier informed of the same.
But now, more sub-variants have been emerging, especially in one of the worst-affected regions
of Europe.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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BUDGETING FOR THE EDUCATION EMERGENCY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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In the current Budget session, how much money the Central and State governments will allocate
to education and for what purpose should be a matter of public concern and debate. Even
before the pandemic, public spending on education in most States was below that of other
middle-income countries. Most major States spent in the range of 2.5% to 3.1% of State income
on education, according to the Ministry of Education’s Analysis of Budgeted Expenditure on
Education. This compares with the 4.3% of GDP that lower-middle-income countries spent, as a
group, between 2010-11 and 2018-19. Low-income countries increased their spending from
3.2% to 3.5% of GDP in the same period (World Bank, Education Finance Watch, 2021).
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Faced with an unprecedented education emergency, this is the time to substantially ramp up
public spending on education and make it more effective. Inexplicably, however, in the 2021-22
Budget, in the midst of the gravest education crisis, the trend was in the opposite direction for
the Central government and many State governments. The Central government’s allocation for
the Education Department was slashed compared to the previous year, even though the size of
the overall budget increased. Of the major States and Delhi, eight either reduced or just about
maintained their budget allocation for education departments in 2021-22 compared to 2020-21.
Seven States marginally increased their allocation by 2%-5%. Only six States increased their
allocation by more than 5%, though it remains to be seen how actual expenditures compare with
budget allocation.
Budget 2021 | Expenditure rises marginally for education
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The education system now needs not only an infusion of resources for multiple years, but also a
strengthened focus on the needs of the poor and disadvantaged children. The vast majority of
the 260 million children enrolled in preschool and school, especially in government schools, did
not have meaningful structured learning opportunities during the 20 months of school closures.
They have lost basic literacy and numeracy skills, and even the habit of learning. Millions have
disengaged from education, due to lack of contact with teachers. Even when schools started reopening in October, they were operating only at half schedule. Some States have still not
opened primary schools. In anticipation of the Omicron wave, State governments rushed to
close primary schools first in early January 2022, contrary to all international trends.
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Increased public spending alone is a necessary but not sufficient condition to address all these
problems. What it is spent on and how effectively resources are used are important. It is clear
what additional resources are required for. The needs include: back-to-school campaigns and
re-enrolment drives; expanded nutrition programmes to address malnutrition; reorganisation of
the curriculum to help children learn language and mathematics in particular, and support their
socio-emotional development, especially in early grades; additional learning materials; teacher
training and ongoing support; additional education programmes and increased instructional time
during vacations and weekends; additional teachers and teaching aides, where required, in part
to cope with transfer of students from private schools; and collection and analysis of data.
Many State governments and the Central government have been spending public resources to
use technology in education. This is a good time to ask how much of public resources was/is
being spent on technology and how effective it was during the pandemic, when less than 20% of
all students could access even prerecorded videos. How does expenditure on technology
compare with the amounts spent on teacher training, which represents just 0.15% of total
estimated expenditure on elementary education? Teachers are central to the quality of
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education, so why does India spend so little on teacher training?
Treating education as a public good

m

The disaster caused by the pandemic could be the opportunity to reverse the chronic underfunding of India’s public education system. UNESCO’s 2030 framework for action suggests
public education spending levels of between 4% and 6% of GDP and 15%-20% of public
expenditure. A recent World Bank study notes that India spent 14.1 % of its budget on
education, compared to 18.5% in Vietnam and 20.6% in Indonesia, countries with similar levels
of GDP. But since India has a higher share of population under the age of 19 years than these
countries, it should actually be allocating a greater share of the budget than these countries.
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How does India’s public education expenditure “effort” compare with the UNESCO indicative
benchmarks? The opacity of education finance data makes it difficult to comprehend this. For
instance, the combined Central and State government spending on education was estimated to
be 2.8% of GDP in 2018-19, according to the Economic Survey of 2020-21. This figure had
remained at the same level since 2014-15. On the other hand, data from the Ministry of
Education indicates that public spending on education had reached 4.3% of GDP in the same
year, rising from 3.8% of GDP in 2011-12.
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The difference in the figures is due to the inclusion of expenditure on education by departments
other than the Education Department. Including expenditure on education by, for example, the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment (on Anganwadis,
scholarships, etc.), the Ministry of Science and Technology (for higher education) is of course
legitimate. But many of the other departments comprise a smorgasbord. No fewer than 43
Ministries and Departments of the Central government are supposed to be spending on
education. Education expenditure by other departments has been rising faster than that by the
Education Department, at both Central and State level. They constitute one-quarter of the
education expenditure by the States in 2018-19, and half of the Centre’s expenditure on
education.
Time to prioritise education and health
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However, the composition of these expenditures is not readily available. Public expenditure on
elementary education (about 1.8% of GDP) and for other levels of education are rough
estimates. The reason is that other than the Education Ministry, education expenditures of
departments are not shown by level. They are somewhat arbitrarily assigned to different levels
of education and estimated by the Central government. The estimation of education expenditure
by other departments of the State governments is even more crude, as they do not even provide
separate expenditures on education. The ratio of education spending in other departments at the
Central level is used to estimate this for each of the States.
In an era of data deluge, it is astonishing that public expenditure data on the education sector
are not easily available. But the questions for this Budget should be clear. How much additional
funds are being allocated for different levels of education by the principal departments in 202122? Are the funds being spent on the specific measures required to address the education
emergency facing the children who have been deprived of learning opportunities?
Sajitha Bashir is former Education Manager and Adviser, World Bank, and core member of the
National Coalition on the Education Emergency
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The Indo-Pacific, with India as its centrepiece, features prominently in Germany’s foreign policy
outreach
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DISTORTING HISTORY THROUGH A CALENDAR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Built at the site of an infamous detention centre set up by the British government, the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)-Kharagpur was the first IIT to be commissioned. Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, who gave a memorable convocation address at IIT-Kharagpur in 1956, said:
“Here in the place of that Hijli Detention Camp stands the fine monument of India, representing
India’s urges, India’s future in the making. This picture seems to me symbolical of the changes
that are coming to India.” Notwithstanding the criticism of encouraging brain drain and
generating intense admission competition among schoolgoing students, leading to the
entrenchment of an unhealthy tuition culture, the premier IITs continue to have a transformative
presence in India’s technical and science education system. Nehru was indeed right in saying
that the IITs are India’s future in the making. But strangely, IIT-Kharagpur is in the news not for
its role in shaping the future but for distorting our past to advance a particular social agenda.
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In its new calendar for 2022, IIT-Kharagpur’s new Centre of Excellence for Indian Knowledge
System has propagated an unscientific narrative on the beginnings of our ancestry. Titled
‘Recovery of the Foundations of Indian Knowledge Systems’, this calendar presents a very
confusing collage of symbols and images with patently distorted ideas. The intention of the
calendar is to establish an alternate premise that the Aryans, the carriers of Vedic culture, were
indigenous to the Indus Valley and surrounding regions. This premise advances the theme that
these people were the custodians of the Indus Valley Civilization that had been active for more
than 10,000 years and that eventually spread its cultural influence westwards from India. This is
called the ‘out of India’ theory.
Historians ignored people: Narendra Modi
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As the historian Charles Allen stated in his book, such revisionism flies in the face of all the
evidence — archaeogenetics, archaeological, linguistic, zoological, botanical, geographical and
theological. The evidence informs us that the pre-Indian state’s civilizational beginnings are
associated with the Harappans, the earliest settlers and belonging to a greater Indus Valley
Civilization, whose culture extends from 7,000 to 2,000 BCE. The remnants of their settlements
are located around the Indus River, Kutch, Saurashtra and parts of Balochistan and the Makran
Coast. Engaged in agriculture and trade, they were adept at designing well-laid-out townships
with a good system of water management. They used bullock-drawn carts. Predominantly
centred on farming, these communities slowly declined as a result of increasing aridity and
declining summer rainfall.
The archaeological evidence also suggests that during the late Harappan period, the Rigvedic
people entered the Indian subcontinent through present-day Iran and Afghanistan. These
pastoral migrants and their grazing animals including horses came in from the Eurasian steppes
into the Indus Valley region, in batches, to mingle with the dark-skinned settlers of the Indus
Valley. Although not an ‘invasion’ in the classical sense, as the American archaeologist George
Dales had noted, “Harappans met their end not with an Aryan bang, but with an Indus
expatriate’s whimper”. But the ‘in-group-out-group’ dynamics that may have played out in such a
cultural landscape may have encouraged caste-based social hierarchy, allowing the resourceful
newcomers to dominate and forcing the earlier settlers to be marginalised and migrate possibly
southwards. The results of excavations from Keezhadi in Tamil Nadu provide further evidence of
the extended spread of the non-Vedic culture towards south India until 2,200 years ago.
Recent archaeogenetic studies provide us a firmer scientific foundation to the theory of Aryan
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migration from the Eurasian steppes. For instance, the mitochondrial DNA (designated
haplogroup R1a1a) of some of the social groups in India share a common genetic ancestral
lineage with eastern Europeans. It is suggested that haplogroup R1a1a mutated out of
haplogroup R1a in the Eurasian Steppe about 14,000 years ago. Thus, these studies support
the ‘Out of the East European Steppes’ theory. It also means that the original form of IndoEuropean languages was first spoken in Eastern Europe, the ‘original’ homeland. It is likely that
a group of nomads who shared the genomic subclade R1a1a left their homeland and moved
east towards the Caspian grasslands, where they tamed horses, goats and dogs and learned to
build horse-drawn chariots, essential for a nomadic life. Around 1,900 BCE, these people broke
up and one group proceeded towards what is now Iran, and the other to India. Those who
entered India, around 1,500 BCE, established the dominant civilization in the north-west. By
then, much of the older Harappan settlers had either become marginalised or had moved to
southern and central India, and even to parts of Balochistan. The newly settled people, the socalled Aryans, who worshipped fire, were not builders like the Harappans but are likely to have
been better story-tellers.
Who is stopping us from amending history, asks Amit Shah
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Two recently published scientific papers, reporting the archaeogenomic studies of the early
settlers of central and south Asia, chart the genetic trail of the hunter-gatherers, Iranian farmers
and pastoralists from the Caspian steppes, and explain how they may have intermingled to
become the makers of some of the world’s earliest civilizations. Obtained from a skeleton of a
woman from a 5,000-year-old Indus Valley Civilization settlement in the village of Rakhigarhi, in
the Hisar District of Haryana, the companion paper tracks the lineage of the people who settled
in the Indus Valley. The DNA from the skeleton shows no detectable ancestry from the “steppe
pastoralists or from Anatolian and Iranian farmers, suggesting farming in South Asia arose from
local foragers rather than from large-scale migration from the west”. This conclusion, with a
caveat that a single sample cannot fully characterise the entire population, reinforces the
prevailing notion on the origins of the Harappan settlers. It is also likely that there could be more
genetic commonality between earlier settlers from Africa and the Harappan people.
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The January page of the IIT calendar starts with a statement: “The tributaries of Indus as
mentioned in the Rig Veda are sourced to the Siwalik ranges in the Central-Eastern Himalayas”.
The Siwaliks are the low-altitude southern-most hill ranges of the Himalayas from where no
major rivers are sourced. If this is not a deliberate distortion for the ease of false messaging, this
apparent lack of geographical understanding for those who are pioneering the studies of Indian
Knowledge Systems is shocking. That the calendar-makers resort to obfuscation of facts
becomes obvious in other pages. For instance, as Meera Nanda pointed out, ‘Karmic’ retribution
and the idea of rebirth are not part of early Vedic tradition but derived from the Buddha-Jaina
streams of thought that was later incorporated in the Upanishads.
If the IIT-Kharagpur 2022 calendar is an indication of how the Indian Knowledge System is going
to be deliberated in our higher learning centres, we need to be wary of its impact on the future
generations. Such a Centre signals the retreat of reason and free inquiry in education.
C.P. Rajendran is an adjunct professor at the National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru.
Views are personal
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NITI AAYOG PLANS NEW INDEX TO RANK STATES ON
COMPETITIVENESS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Public Policy Making
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The idea is to pit states against one another in becoming more competitive, which could
accelerate economic growth and help achieve the $5 trillion economy goal, said a person
familiar with the development, adding that it was in the spirit of competitive federalism
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Federal policy thinktank NITI Aayog will develop a state competitiveness index that will go
beyond the ease of getting approvals and licences and rank states on their overall
resourcefulness in attracting investments.
The idea is to pit states against one another in becoming more competitive, which could
accelerate economic growth and help achieve the $5 trillion economy goal, said a person
familiar with the development, adding that it was in the spirit of competitive federalism.
Details of the new index are yet to be drawn, but the broad idea is to capture a comprehensive
picture of the state’s socioeconomic position and incremental progress annually. This would go
beyond the indicators of ease of doing business.
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NITI Aayog already has a few indices, including a sustainable development goals index, an
innovation index and an export preparedness index that rank states. The rankings and annual
changes enable states, including front-runners in certain indicators, to learn from others. The
rankings also are a policy tool for central ministries and states in designing schemes, budgets
and assessing the outcomes of existing schemes.
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Industry representatives pointed out that scaling up the size of the economy to $5 trillion would
not be possible without the efforts and progress of states. In addition to ease of doing business,
they said it would need adequate social infrastructure for their people. According to Pradeep
Multani, president of industry chamber PHDCCI, states must focus on five growth pillars -- ease
of doing business, reduced business costs, quality education, adequate health infrastructure and
skill development and employment creation.

cr

“States need to focus on improving the quality of education and health infrastructure, facilitating
agriculture infrastructure, enhancing rural development and entrepreneurship, single-window
systems and ease of doing business for the competitiveness of enterprises," said Multani. This,
he said, will support industrialization for creating massive job opportunities.
Experts said that states have for far too long used land and tax benefits to attract investments,
but with the introduction of GST, very few states can offer substantial state GST benefits to
attract investments. “Investment attractiveness will largely be driven through the perception of
governance, utility cost, logistics cost, and quality of social infrastructure. Current ease of doing
business indices really don’t capture these," said Nilaya Varma, co-founder and chief executive
officer, Primus Partners, a consulting firm.
Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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HUGE PROTESTS OVER RAILWAYS EXAM: TRAIN
VANDALISED, BOGIE SET ON FIRE. 10 UPDATES
Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Issues Related to Poverty, Inclusion, Employment & Sustainable
Development
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Amid violent protests by aspirants, the railways ministry on Wednesday suspended nontechnical popular categories (RRB-NTPC) and level 2 exams. Alleging irregularities in
examinations of the Railway Recruitment Board, the protestors earlier in the morning set a bogie
of the Bhabua-Patna Intercity Express on fire.

Here are the 10 things to know:
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Protesters claimed the recruitment process is “unfair" as it allows candidates with higher
qualifications to compete for jobs meant for those with relatively lower qualifications.

Never miss a story! Stay connected and informed with Mint. Download our App Now!!
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Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

cr

This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 98
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-01-28

WRONG ROUTE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON KERALA
LOK AYUKTA LAW
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies
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The Kerala government’s proposal to amend its Lok Ayukta Act through an ordinance appears
questionable and hasty. Even though the Left Democratic Front (LDF) government is citing legal
opinion to justify the proposed amendments, it does give an impression that it is in an unseemly
hurry to remove the finality attached to a provision that allows the anti-corruption judicial body to
direct a public servant to vacate office, if an allegation is substantiated. The criticism by the
Opposition that the change may dilute the Lok Ayukta law appears valid, as Section 14 of the
Lok Ayukta Act is its most stringent provision. Both the Congress-led United Democratic Front
and the BJP have appealed to the Governor not to promulgate the ordinance cleared by the
Cabinet. Opposition parties have suggested that the proposal may be linked to ongoing inquiries
by the Lok Ayukta against members of the Cabinet. Also, the present regime has been
adversely affected by this particular provision. In April 2021, Minister for Higher Education and
Minority Welfare K.T. Jaleel had to resign after the Lok Ayukta found him guilty of nepotism. The
present regime seems to have realised only after this episode the implications of the binding
nature of the Lok Ayukta’s ‘declaration’ that a public servant, against whom an allegation is
substantiated, should not continue to hold office. It is strange that the Government now says the
section is unconstitutional when it could have been challenged by Mr. Jaleel himself.
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The Government has defended the proposed ordinance on the ground that the section amounts
to removal of a Minister duly appointed by the Governor on the advice of the Chief Minister, and
violates Articles 163 and 164 of the Constitution. Further, there is no provision for appeal. It
proposes to amend it to the effect that the Governor, the government or authority may decide on
the Lok Ayukta’s finding within three months. It also seeks to provide for an appeal. While these
are valid points, there is room to question the adoption of the ordinance route. It is also curious
that the provision is now considered unconstitutional when it was an earlier LDF regime headed
by E.K. Nayanar that enacted the law in 1999. The legislation was quite ahead of its time, as it
envisaged removal of a public servant from office following an adverse judicial finding long
before the Supreme Court paved the way for automatic disqualification of an elected
representative upon conviction. It was only in 2013 that the apex court struck down a clause in
election law that saved a serving legislator from disqualification following conviction until an
appeal was filed and disposed of. A regime truly disposed towards corruption-free governance
should not normally be worried about a law that allows an independent judicial forum to direct a
public servant to leave office. If it has well-founded reservations about the process, it should not
be chary of introducing relevant amendments in the Assembly.

Our code of editorial values
U.S. President Biden should not buckle to pressure from irate anti-vaccine campaigners
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 99
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-01-28

WHAT APPROACH SHOULD WE ADOPT TO TREAT
OMICRON?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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With Omicron becoming the dominant COVID-19 variant in the country, and with its reputation of
being a ‘milder’ form of the disease, there is a debate raging on what treatment methodologies
are appropriate. Should we adopt a conservative line or an aggressive line to treat Omicron?
The responses to SARS-CoV-2 have been changing constantly, whether in the form of treatment
or social restrictions. In a conversation moderated by Ramya Kannan, infectious diseases
specialists Dr. V. Ramasubramanian and Dr. Subramanian Swaminathan discuss the
question and the challenges of responding to an evolving pandemic. Edited excerpts:
Dr. V. Ramasubramanian: We are fortunate that the current third wave, which is caused
predominantly by the strains of lineages of Omicron, appears mild. In other words, the disease is
much more rapidly transmissible but disease severity is significantly less compared to the Delta
variant. The incubation period is much shorter, the transmissibility is much, much higher and
faster, and the disease is mild. The only slight difference I would say is that unlike Delta, which
caused milder infections among younger people, we find now that even youngsters have highgrade fever. But fortunately, it settles down in three to four days in most people. Even though
Omicron has significant mutations, and it spreads very fast, disease severity is lower compared
to Delta.
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What approach should we adopt to treat Omicron? | The Hindu Parley podcast
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Dr. Subramanian Swaminathan: Delta was an unmitigated disaster for the whole world, not
just for us. We do have a lot of symptomatic disease now. We are seeing quite a few of the
extremely elderly, especially those with co-morbidities, now coming in with severe disease; my
ICU is currently full. And I have quite a few patients who we would classify as critical COVID-19
cases.
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And let's not forget that mortality is not insignificant. We call this variant mild, based on the need
for oxygen. But having said that, I'm seeing an increasing number of people who are completely
miserable due to Omicron because of the fatigue and body ache it causes. I'm seeing a lot of
elderly people with mental fogginess. They have loss of energy, some of them tend to buckle
and fall, some have had a fall in blood pressure. None of this would qualify as severe disease,
but the symptoms in older people can be dangerous.
Dr. Ramasubramanian: It’s a difficult question in the sense that there are people who can
become sick — for instance, the elderly with co-morbidities can end up very sick. But if you look
at the percentage of people who become sick, it's very small compared to the number of people
who fall ill and have symptoms, which is significantly higher than what we saw with Delta. So,
people who are elderly, have co-morbidities, or people who are unvaccinated can fall ill. But this
percentage is very small.
Because [symptoms in] most people settle in three to four days, we have a window of at least
five days before we need to react to it. I don't think we should hurry and give something on the
first or second day of the infection. So, my advice has been to wait for three to four days. If by
the fourth day, the patient is feeling significantly better, which is what happens to most people,
they should be fine. But if by day four or five, things are not settling down, the patient is not
feeling better, we need to probably act.
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Dr. Subramanian: I agree with that. Jumping the gun and running for medicines for every
patient is probably ill advised. I think we should be very generous with things like paracetamol.
Rest, drink lots of fluids. The [symptoms in] the majority of patients are going to settle very
nicely.
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Dr. Subramanian: The vaccine campaign has been one of the major victories that we've had in
reducing the impact of COVID-19. That is certainly making a difference. The question is, how
long does immunity last and how effective is it, especially in the most vulnerable groups?
Obviously, the unvaccinated do remain a significant vulnerable group. However, we are noticing
that among patients 70 years and above, especially those who have multiple co-morbidities, if
the second dose of the vaccine was administered to them more than six months ago, it seems
as though it is not protecting them adequately. Those who had received the second dose of the
vaccine within the last six months didn't seem to do so badly, irrespective of their age. So, I think
there is some value in the booster dose. And I really wish we had started administering the third
dose earlier.
And yes, we are getting a lot of children and adolescents coming in with fever. But thankfully, the
majority of children do not have a problem. Just watching symptoms and providing symptomatic
therapy is enough. My colleagues are telling me that children are coming in with fever-induced
seizures. It’s too early for us to say if there is a real link with COVID-19 or is just happenstance.
But that's something that we need to observe very carefully.
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Dr. Ramasubramanian: With regard to vaccination helping, it is spot on. But we have seen that
as the antibodies wane, there is a higher risk of picking up Omicron. Now studies have shown
that if a booster dose or a third dose had been given to people, they would have stood a lower
chance of having symptomatic Delta virus infection. If your immunity after two doses was about
80-90% and went down after six months or so and you were given a booster for the Delta virus
infection, the protective efficacy would have gone up again to 80% or 90%. In other words, the
booster would have brought up your level of protection from symptomatic disease to 80-90%.
But with Omicron, protection from the third dose was actually only about 50-60%. So, the
booster dose was not as effective for Omicron in preventing symptomatic disease as it was with
the Delta variant. This has been clearly documented.
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But if you look at severity, which warrants hospitalisation or complications and death, even for
Omicron, the third dose actually did very well. The necessity for a booster in preventing serious
infections, whether it is Omicron or Delta, is very well established. But one thing I would like to
add is, even though we are looking at administering three doses for most people, I think the
priority is to ensure the two doses are given to the entire population.
Dr. Subramanian: The process of data gathering is not necessarily linear or streamlined. If we
look at medicine as such, we have evolved our way of looking at the data and understanding the
science of it in a much better way right now than we did, say, 50 years ago.
When you have a new problem, and a new molecule, and new drugs, if there is one study done
very well with enough numbers, it may be fairly useful in concluding the path ahead. But we
need to do studies in different settings and populations, and then decide how it works. During an
evolving pandemic, what is true in one wave may or may not be applicable in the second wave,
especially when it comes to antivirals. That’s exactly where we’re going.
The third thing is that it also depends on the kind of population we are looking at. For example, a
lot of the studies, on the basis of which we have got approvals for various drugs, were done on
people who were unvaccinated. But now, nearly all the people who are coming in are
vaccinated.
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When we talk about COVID care, there are two parts to it — antivirals and the treatment of
hypoxia. And the good news is that for the second part of the treatment, which is treatment of
severe COVID-19, which is basically lung injury, the data on treatment are fairly clear. The
antiviral use is a moving target and it changes based on where you are and who you are
studying.

m

Dr. Ramasubramanian: Medicine is constantly evolving. But what we have to understand is
that there are two issues. One is medical and the other is advocacy. If you look at the medical
evidence, this should be based purely on science, purely on randomised control studies. But
these kinds of trials and studies take time, you cannot be waiting around to come up with
advocacy. The advocacy will involve political issues, logistic issues, such as the question of
lockdown.
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In the early part of the pandemic, all kinds of drugs were recommended for all kinds of
situations. That has been streamlined. So, we have definitely become a lot better in our
approach to handling this crisis. But we need to understand that this situation is constantly
evolving. Earlier, nobody was vaccinated; now we have a vaccinated population. So, would the
same drugs work? It depends on the population dynamics and behaviour; on the susceptibility of
each person to infection, whether they are unvaccinated/vaccinated; on the immune response to
earlier infections. And most importantly, it would depend on the variants and how they behave.
So, the bottom line is, this is still constantly evolving, and we need to learn along the way.
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Dr. Subramanian: It's a pretty complex area. While COVID-19 has shone a spotlight on it, it is
happening everywhere else. So, therefore, while the government has had very detailed
guidelines on treatment for several diseases, not many doctors are aware of them. There is
obviously a problem in education and dissemination, and that needs to be addressed. These
protocols should be strictly followed in academic institutions. Only if that happens will we be able
to fix the private sector.
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Dr. Ramasubramanian: With regard to COVID-19, even with evidence there is a problem
because this is constantly evolving and what was true two months ago may not be valid now. In
the Indian situation, one more complication is the spectrum of care which is given to the patient,
unlike in the U.S. or the U.K., where the standard of care is a very small band and the best and
the worst fall within the band. In India, the best hospital is probably on par with or better than
some hospitals in the West, but the worst hospitals are really bad. So, it is very difficult to come
up with guidelines to cover this entire spectrum of population and healthcare delivery.
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Subramanian Swaminathan is Director, Infectious Diseases and Infection Control, Gleneagles
Global Hospitals, Chennai; V. Ramasubramanian is Senior Infectious Diseases Consultant,
Apollo Hospitals, Chennai
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MOHUA-AFD LAUNCH SWACHHATA START-UP
CHALLENGE TO NURTURE THE EVOLVING
ECOSYSTEM OF INDIAN WASTE MANAGEMENT
SECTOR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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“Our start-ups are changing the rules of the game…start-ups are going to be the backbone of
new India”
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Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Government of India,in partnership with
Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) and Agence Française de
Développement (AFD)today launched the Swachhata Start-Up Challenge to provide an impetus
to innovative start-ups to come forward and drive catalytic transformation in the sanitation and
waste management sector.In line with Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision for ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
and ‘Make in India’, the Challenge seeks topromote an enabling environment for enterprise
development under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 (SBM-U 2.0).
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Today, the start-up space is evolving rapidly with India leading the world with over 70 unicorns
(crossing the valuation of USD 1 billion). With theappetite for risk and spirit of innovation at its
core, the start-up space holds immense potential to revolutionize India’s waste management
sector. This is also aligned to the vision of SBM-U 2.0 launched by Hon’ble Prime Minister on 1st
October 2021,which is focused on encouraging the adoption of locally innovated, implementable
solutions and business models in sanitation and waste management. The Swachhata Start-Up
Challenge launched today aims to capitalise on the start-up movement by providing
opportunities for entrepreneurship to young innovators to create socially impactful and market
ready business solutions.
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The Challenge was launched by Shri Manoj Joshi, Secretary, MoHUA along withH.E. Emmanuel
Lenain, Ambassador of France to India and H.E. UgoAstuto, Ambassador of the European
Union to Indiaand Bhutan,in the presence of MsRoopa Mishra, Joint Secretary& National
Mission Director, SBM-U, Government of India and Bruno Bosle, Country Director, AFD India.
The Challenge, which is open to start-ups registered in India and French actors collaborating
with an Indian start-up (as a joint venture), invites solutions across four thematic areas viz. (i)
social inclusion, (ii) zero dump (solid waste management), (iii)plastic waste management
and(iv)transparency through digital enablement.The Challengeprovides a prominent platform to
participating enterprises to showcase their innovative products and services along with
significant monetary and mentorship incentive –top 10 awardeesstand to receive 25 lakhs along
with one year of dedicated incubation support from French Tech, the French government’s
initiative to promote start-ups. Apart from this these, eligible startups will get additional
incentives which includes upto 50 Lakhs follow-on investment from Villgro,the implementation
partner of the Challenge andupto 100,000 USD worth credits and technology support from
technology partner Amazon Web Services, to each winner.Call for online submission of
applications start from today through the dedicated micro-site launched at the event
(www.swachhatastartupchallenge.com) along with a video that details out the key modalities of
the Challenge.
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Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Joshi said, “The Swachhata Startup Challenge, launched today,
is a step towards ensuring innovation and smart governance in SBM-U 2.0 by incentivizing the
startup ecosystem to help realize our vision of ‘Garbage Free Cities’. The Challenge aims to
capitalize on the skills and expertise of this space to find implementable ideas and solutions that
can be adopted and replicated at scale across urban India. MoHUA and the French Government
share a long-standing association for promoting sustainable urban development in India and the
launch of the Challenge today is another step towards strengthening this bilateral cooperation
between the two countries in the waste management sector with a focus on plastic waste.”
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Elaborating on the French Government’s role in promoting innovations in the waste
management space in India, Mr. Lenain added, “France and India are committed to taking joint
action against plastic pollution, and the AFD-MoHUA Swachhata Startup Challenge is a
concrete step in this direction. The French Development Agency will provide seed funding to the
tune of 25 lakh rupees and one year of customized support to each of the 10 selected start-ups.
This initiative also comes at a time when France and the EU are looking to work closely with
India on the international stage to negotiate a global treaty on plastic pollution.
Speaking about the need for concerted efforts in tackling the issue of plastic pollution, Mr. Ugo
said, “In a globalised economy, tackling plastics requires a collective and cohesive effort. The
international community will soon discuss the need for a Global Agreement on Plastics, like we
already have global conventions for climate or biodiversity. We will try to chart a predictable
course for businesses and for households to embrace change and adapt.”
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A variety of innovations have contributed to the success of the first phase of SBM-U. Taking this
spirit forward, SBM-U 2.0is focused on encouraging cutting-edge solutions from small scale and
private entrepreneurs and start-ups, through investments in R&D, technology challenges, and
facilitation for inclusion in the Government E-Marketplace (GeM) portal. A step in this direction
was taken earlier in December 2021 with the Swachh Technology Challenge, a first-time
initiative by SBM-U 2.0to encourage start-ups, individual entrepreneurs, educational institutions,
local businesses, research and development organisations, NGOs, and other citizen groups to
help city administration efficiently manage Mission operations through technology driven
operations. The Technology Challenge received wholehearted participation from States/ Union
Territories and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), with over 2,500 entries received from across urban
India. Winning solutions from start-ups under Swachh Technology Challenge which are
presently being reviewed, will nowget direct entry into the Swachhata Start-Up Challenge
launched today by MoHUA.
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The virtual event, which was attended by senior government representatives including Principal
Secretaries, Mission Directors and Municipal Commissioners from States and cities, also saw a
panel discussion on the ‘Role of Technology and Business Innovation to Reinforce Indian Waste
Sector’. Participants included senior bureaucrats from Chhattisgarh and Odisha along with
representatives from organisations such as Saahas Zero Waste and Green Artha.
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0, launched on 1st October 2021, aims to achieve the vision of
‘Garbage Free Cities’ over the next five years through remediation of legacy dumpsites,
construction and demolition waste and plastic waste management. Additionally, sustainable
sanitation through faecal sludge and used water management will be a key focus under SBM-U
2.0.
Over the years, SBM-U has been encouraging innovations and best practices particularly
through Swachh Survekshan, the annual cleanliness survey conducted by MoHUA. This trend
has been rising over the years with over 4,000 innovations and best practices having been
identified since 2018.Moreover, innovative technological solutions have played a critical role in
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achieving the outcomes under SBM-U’s journey with several key initiatives such as Swachhata
App, SBM Toilets on Google Maps, etc in collaboration with partners such as Janaagraha and
Google.The Swachhata Start-Up Challenge is another step towards smart and sustainable
urban development by incentivizing the innovations’ ecosystem through strategic
collaborationsthus helping realize the Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Garbage Free Cities’ under
SBM-U 2.0
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Applications for the Swachhata Start-Up Challenge are open on
www.swachhatastartupchallenge.com
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For regular updates, please follow the Swachh Bharat Mission’s official website and
social media properties:
Facebook:Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban | Twitter: @SwachhBharatGov |
YouTube: Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban
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“Our start-ups are changing the rules of the game…start-ups are going to be the backbone of
new India”
Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Government of India,in partnership with

Page 106
Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) and Agence Française de
Développement (AFD)today launched the Swachhata Start-Up Challenge to provide an impetus
to innovative start-ups to come forward and drive catalytic transformation in the sanitation and
waste management sector.In line with Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision for ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
and ‘Make in India’, the Challenge seeks topromote an enabling environment for enterprise
development under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 (SBM-U 2.0).
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Today, the start-up space is evolving rapidly with India leading the world with over 70 unicorns
(crossing the valuation of USD 1 billion). With theappetite for risk and spirit of innovation at its
core, the start-up space holds immense potential to revolutionize India’s waste management
sector. This is also aligned to the vision of SBM-U 2.0 launched by Hon’ble Prime Minister on 1st
October 2021,which is focused on encouraging the adoption of locally innovated, implementable
solutions and business models in sanitation and waste management. The Swachhata Start-Up
Challenge launched today aims to capitalise on the start-up movement by providing
opportunities for entrepreneurship to young innovators to create socially impactful and market
ready business solutions.
The Challenge was launched by Shri Manoj Joshi, Secretary, MoHUA along withH.E. Emmanuel
Lenain, Ambassador of France to India and H.E. UgoAstuto, Ambassador of the European
Union to Indiaand Bhutan,in the presence of MsRoopa Mishra, Joint Secretary& National
Mission Director, SBM-U, Government of India and Bruno Bosle, Country Director, AFD India.
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The Challenge, which is open to start-ups registered in India and French actors collaborating
with an Indian start-up (as a joint venture), invites solutions across four thematic areas viz. (i)
social inclusion, (ii) zero dump (solid waste management), (iii)plastic waste management
and(iv)transparency through digital enablement.The Challengeprovides a prominent platform to
participating enterprises to showcase their innovative products and services along with
significant monetary and mentorship incentive –top 10 awardeesstand to receive 25 lakhs along
with one year of dedicated incubation support from French Tech, the French government’s
initiative to promote start-ups. Apart from this these, eligible startups will get additional
incentives which includes upto 50 Lakhs follow-on investment from Villgro,the implementation
partner of the Challenge andupto 100,000 USD worth credits and technology support from
technology partner Amazon Web Services, to each winner.Call for online submission of
applications start from today through the dedicated micro-site launched at the event
(www.swachhatastartupchallenge.com) along with a video that details out the key modalities of
the Challenge.
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Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Joshi said, “The Swachhata Startup Challenge, launched today,
is a step towards ensuring innovation and smart governance in SBM-U 2.0 by incentivizing the
startup ecosystem to help realize our vision of ‘Garbage Free Cities’. The Challenge aims to
capitalize on the skills and expertise of this space to find implementable ideas and solutions that
can be adopted and replicated at scale across urban India. MoHUA and the French Government
share a long-standing association for promoting sustainable urban development in India and the
launch of the Challenge today is another step towards strengthening this bilateral cooperation
between the two countries in the waste management sector with a focus on plastic waste.”
Elaborating on the French Government’s role in promoting innovations in the waste
management space in India, Mr. Lenain added, “France and India are committed to taking joint
action against plastic pollution, and the AFD-MoHUA Swachhata Startup Challenge is a
concrete step in this direction. The French Development Agency will provide seed funding to the
tune of 25 lakh rupees and one year of customized support to each of the 10 selected start-ups.
This initiative also comes at a time when France and the EU are looking to work closely with
India on the international stage to negotiate a global treaty on plastic pollution.
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Speaking about the need for concerted efforts in tackling the issue of plastic pollution, Mr. Ugo
said, “In a globalised economy, tackling plastics requires a collective and cohesive effort. The
international community will soon discuss the need for a Global Agreement on Plastics, like we
already have global conventions for climate or biodiversity. We will try to chart a predictable
course for businesses and for households to embrace change and adapt.”
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A variety of innovations have contributed to the success of the first phase of SBM-U. Taking this
spirit forward, SBM-U 2.0is focused on encouraging cutting-edge solutions from small scale and
private entrepreneurs and start-ups, through investments in R&D, technology challenges, and
facilitation for inclusion in the Government E-Marketplace (GeM) portal. A step in this direction
was taken earlier in December 2021 with the Swachh Technology Challenge, a first-time
initiative by SBM-U 2.0to encourage start-ups, individual entrepreneurs, educational institutions,
local businesses, research and development organisations, NGOs, and other citizen groups to
help city administration efficiently manage Mission operations through technology driven
operations. The Technology Challenge received wholehearted participation from States/ Union
Territories and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), with over 2,500 entries received from across urban
India. Winning solutions from start-ups under Swachh Technology Challenge which are
presently being reviewed, will nowget direct entry into the Swachhata Start-Up Challenge
launched today by MoHUA.
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The virtual event, which was attended by senior government representatives including Principal
Secretaries, Mission Directors and Municipal Commissioners from States and cities, also saw a
panel discussion on the ‘Role of Technology and Business Innovation to Reinforce Indian Waste
Sector’. Participants included senior bureaucrats from Chhattisgarh and Odisha along with
representatives from organisations such as Saahas Zero Waste and Green Artha.
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Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0, launched on 1st October 2021, aims to achieve the vision of
‘Garbage Free Cities’ over the next five years through remediation of legacy dumpsites,
construction and demolition waste and plastic waste management. Additionally, sustainable
sanitation through faecal sludge and used water management will be a key focus under SBM-U
2.0.
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Over the years, SBM-U has been encouraging innovations and best practices particularly
through Swachh Survekshan, the annual cleanliness survey conducted by MoHUA. This trend
has been rising over the years with over 4,000 innovations and best practices having been
identified since 2018.Moreover, innovative technological solutions have played a critical role in
achieving the outcomes under SBM-U’s journey with several key initiatives such as Swachhata
App, SBM Toilets on Google Maps, etc in collaboration with partners such as Janaagraha and
Google.The Swachhata Start-Up Challenge is another step towards smart and sustainable
urban development by incentivizing the innovations’ ecosystem through strategic
collaborationsthus helping realize the Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Garbage Free Cities’ under
SBM-U 2.0
Applications for the Swachhata Start-Up Challenge are open on
www.swachhatastartupchallenge.com

For regular updates, please follow the Swachh Bharat Mission’s official website and
social media properties:
Facebook:Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban | Twitter: @SwachhBharatGov |
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YouTube: Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban

|Instagram:sbm_urban
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HARYANA STEPS UP ODF PLUS ACTIVITIES WITH
GREYWATER MANAGEMENT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Time and time again, waste water that overflowed from households and collection points such
as handpumps would overflow onto the village paths and accumulate in low lying areas of Sirsi
village in Nissing Block of Karnal district in Haryana. The bad odour and mosquito breeding
that the stagnant water generated, was unhygienic to behold and a nuisance to the 2400
individuals from 360 households that lived there.
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Waste Stabilization Pond: To address this, the village adopted a waste stabilization pond
system at a cost of around Rs. 30 lakhs. This not only solved issues related to greywater
disposal, but helped the Gram Panchayat acquire a source of revenue. It began to earn
Rs. 0.50 lakh per annum, by leasing out the pond for fishing. The filthy site has now been
converted into a picnic spot where the village community can enjoy their free time.

A waste stabilization pond (WSP) is a series of shallow man-made basins that facilitate digestion
of organics in the greywater through natural processes within the stipulated retention time. A
WSP comprises of anaerobic, facultative, and maturation ponds. (Manual on Greywater
Management – DDWS)
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Phytorid Plant: In Dhorka village of Gurugram district, a Phytorid Plant which is fed by
drain water and having a capacity of 75 kld was constructed in 2019. It was designed for
hydraulic loading of 0.8 m3/d/m2 and organic loading of 3.4 g of BOD5/m2/h. The
parameters of the treated water collected at the outlet are as per discharge norms.
Phytorid is a subsurface mixed flow constructed wetland system. The phytorid system is a
stand-alone sewage treatment system, based on natural treatment methods which have distinct
advantages over conventional treatment plants. The technology is recommended for
decentralized plants with varying capacities.
Community Leach pit: Situated 11 kms from the district headquarters of Mahendragarh,
Dongli village in Narnaul Tehsil has a population of 1680 from 224 households. The
village is equipped with 24-hour drinking water supply based on an RO system and has a
drainage system, which is connected to most of the households. However, issues of
choking of drains due to irregular maintenance activities persisted. The spillage of
greywater and water logging in low-lying areas, not only led to increased mosquito
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breeding, but also polluted the groundwater sources in areas in the vicinity. The
problems associated with unsafe greywater management were aggravated over the years
and affected the socioeconomic conditions of the families.
As a response to these deteriorating conditions, the local self-help group members took the
initiative to address the problem. The build-up of community ownership led to the construction of
community leach pits; and tree plantation was included at every social event. Further, adequate
human resources have now been assigned by the GP for the operation and maintenance of the
liquid waste management facilities.
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The GP has now ensured that all the drains are covered and connected to community-level
leach pits. About 3–6 houses are connected to one leach pit.

*******
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A community leach pit is a brick-lined pit constructed at a convenient place for a group of
houses. The number of houses to be connected should be calculated based on the greywater
discharged from each house and the space available for the community leach pit. Greywater
from the houses (wastewater from kitchen, bathing and washing area) should be channeled to
the pit.
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Time and time again, waste water that overflowed from households and collection points such
as handpumps would overflow onto the village paths and accumulate in low lying areas of Sirsi
village in Nissing Block of Karnal district in Haryana. The bad odour and mosquito breeding
that the stagnant water generated, was unhygienic to behold and a nuisance to the 2400
individuals from 360 households that lived there.
Waste Stabilization Pond: To address this, the village adopted a waste stabilization pond
system at a cost of around Rs. 30 lakhs. This not only solved issues related to greywater
disposal, but helped the Gram Panchayat acquire a source of revenue. It began to earn
Rs. 0.50 lakh per annum, by leasing out the pond for fishing. The filthy site has now been
converted into a picnic spot where the village community can enjoy their free time.
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A waste stabilization pond (WSP) is a series of shallow man-made basins that facilitate digestion
of organics in the greywater through natural processes within the stipulated retention time. A
WSP comprises of anaerobic, facultative, and maturation ponds. (Manual on Greywater
Management – DDWS)
Phytorid Plant: In Dhorka village of Gurugram district, a Phytorid Plant which is fed by
drain water and having a capacity of 75 kld was constructed in 2019. It was designed for
hydraulic loading of 0.8 m3/d/m2 and organic loading of 3.4 g of BOD5/m2/h. The
parameters of the treated water collected at the outlet are as per discharge norms.
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Phytorid is a subsurface mixed flow constructed wetland system. The phytorid system is a
stand-alone sewage treatment system, based on natural treatment methods which have distinct
advantages over conventional treatment plants. The technology is recommended for
decentralized plants with varying capacities.
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Community Leach pit: Situated 11 kms from the district headquarters of Mahendragarh,
Dongli village in Narnaul Tehsil has a population of 1680 from 224 households. The
village is equipped with 24-hour drinking water supply based on an RO system and has a
drainage system, which is connected to most of the households. However, issues of
choking of drains due to irregular maintenance activities persisted. The spillage of
greywater and water logging in low-lying areas, not only led to increased mosquito
breeding, but also polluted the groundwater sources in areas in the vicinity. The
problems associated with unsafe greywater management were aggravated over the years
and affected the socioeconomic conditions of the families.
As a response to these deteriorating conditions, the local self-help group members took the
initiative to address the problem. The build-up of community ownership led to the construction of
community leach pits; and tree plantation was included at every social event. Further, adequate
human resources have now been assigned by the GP for the operation and maintenance of the
liquid waste management facilities.
The GP has now ensured that all the drains are covered and connected to community-level
leach pits. About 3–6 houses are connected to one leach pit.
A community leach pit is a brick-lined pit constructed at a convenient place for a group of
houses. The number of houses to be connected should be calculated based on the greywater
discharged from each house and the space available for the community leach pit. Greywater
from the houses (wastewater from kitchen, bathing and washing area) should be channeled to
the pit.
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that are known to infect animals and humans. They
are largely categorised into four genera — alpha, beta, gamma and delta. Broadly speaking,
alpha and beta coronaviruses commonly infect mammals such as bats and humans, while
Gamma and Delta mainly infect birds. While animals, including bats, are generally considered as
the reservoirs of coronaviruses, rarely spillover events could occur. It is possible for viruses that
infect animals to jump to humans, a process which is known as zoonotic spillover. Many major
infectious diseases, including COVID-19, is widely thought to be a result of spillover.
A number of human coronaviruses have been identified previously, including OC43, HKU1,
229E, and NL63 which cause mild and seasonal infections in humans and SARS-CoV and
MERS-CoV which cause severe disease. SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus responsible for the
COVID-19 pandemic, belongs to the genus of beta coronavirus and is in fact the 7th type of
coronavirus known to infect and cause severe disease in humans.
Also read: NeoCoV coronavirus found in bats may pose threat to humans in future, scientists
caution
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Identified in 2012, the Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) was
transferred to humans through infected dromedary camels through zoonosis. Since its
identification, MERS-CoV has infected over 2000 people, specifically in several countries in the
Middle East, Africa and South Asia. The case fatality rate for MERS is estimated by WHO to be
35%, but the number may be overestimated since disease surveillance systems could have
missed milder cases of MERS-CoV.
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How a coronavirus latches onto special receptors on host cells depends on a key part of the
virus known as its receptor-binding domain. The differences in the receptor-binding domain of
coronaviruses are therefore what determine the type of host receptor the virus will use and thus
the host that it will be able to infect. There are currently 4 well-characterised receptors for
coronaviruses, including ACE2, which is used by SARS-CoV and SARS-CoV-2, and DPP4 used
by MERS-CoV.
In a recent preprint, researchers in China explore how coronaviruses that are similar to MERSCoV interact with different receptors in different host cells. The not yet peer-reviewed work has
been deposited in biorxiv, which describes the NeoCoV coronavirus.
NeoCoV is a bat coronavirus that was first identified in 2011. It was identified in a species of
bats known as Neoromicia, which is where the name NeoCoV was derived from. Commonly
known as aloe bats, this species is distributed in the Afro-Malagasy region. NeoCoV shares an
85% similarity to MERS-CoV in the genome sequence, making it the closest known relative of
MERS-CoV.
It is important to note that inherently, NeoCoV cannot interact with human receptors, implying
that in its current form the virus cannot infect humans. NeoCoV does not infect humans yet and
has thus not caused any deaths.
The study reports that despite their similarity, MERS-CoV and NeoCoV use different receptors to

Page 114
infect cells. The bat coronavirus NeoCoV was found to use bat ACE2 receptors for efficiently
entering cells and the interaction between NeoCoV and bat ACE2 receptors is different from
what is seen in other coronaviruses that utilise ACE2. The preprint also reports that although
NeoCoV does not have the potential to use human ACE2 receptors and infect humans, specific
mutations artificially created in the receptor-binding domain of NeoCoV can enhance its
efficiency to interact with human ACE2 receptors. These mutations have not yet been seen in
NeoCov isolates from natural settings.
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SARS-CoV-2 is not the first coronavirus to infect humans and cause large disease outbreaks,
nor is it likely to be the last. The study highlights that through further adaptation, coronaviruses
like NeoCoV or other related viruses could potentially gain the ability to infect humans. The
interactions between humans and animals continue to increase, given the expanding human
population and encroachment of animal habitats. While the likelihood of spillover events are
rare, an increased interaction can potentially accelerate such events. To prevent future
outbreaks, it will thus be important to monitor this family of viruses for potential zoonosis while
continuing research efforts on understanding the complex receptor usage of different
coronaviruses. Genomic surveillance of human and animal viruses is therefore the key to
understanding the spectrum of viruses, and possibly provide early warning to potential spillover
events.
(The authors are researchers at the CSIR Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology in Delhi.
Opinions are personal.)
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A year after the launch of the COVID vaccination drive, a look at the challenges that were
overcome
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BIHAR ASKS TEACHERS TO TRACE TIPPLERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

New rules:School students at an awareness campaign on the ill effects of alcohol
consumption.File Photo
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Government school teachers and principals in Bihar will now have to keep an eye on people
consuming liquor and involved in its illegal trade. Prohibition has been in force in the State since
April 2016.
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A directive in this regard has been issued to officials, teachers and principals by the Education
Department.
A stringent Bihar Prohibition and Excise (Amendment) Act, 2016 was enforced in Bihar on April
5, 2016 declaring it a dry State.
“There is information that some people are still consuming liquor on the sly and their families
have to face its ill-effects. So, it is directed that district education officials, principals, teachers
and volunteers identify the consumers and suppliers of liquor and inform about them to the
Prohibition and Excise Department’s toll-free number,” said a directive issued on January 28 by
the Additional Chief Secretary (Education) Sanjay Kumar.
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The directive is addressed to all regional deputy directors, district education officers and district
programme officers, asking them to call a meeting of principals, teachers and volunteers
(members of shiksha samitis and sevaks) of government-run primary, middle and secondary
schools to identify such tipplers and traders of liquor.
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“The credentials of the informers will be kept confidential,” said the directive. The directive has
also asked department officials to “ensure the premises of schools are not used for booze”.
The district education officials have also been asked to “convene a meeting of volunteers in
schools to make them aware about necessary information on de-addiction.”
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Earlier, reports of empty liquor bottles being recovered from school premises had been coming
in from different places.
Teachers upset
“For the government, school teachers and principals are the most vulnerable section of system
to be engaged in any activity, besides imparting education to students — be it holding elections,
mid-day meals, campaigns to make any government programme successful or whatever,” said a
government primary school teacher of Naubatpur in Patna district.
“It’s simply a ridiculous directive. What can be more humiliating for a teacher than identifying
tipplers and those involved in illegal liquor trade?” he added, preferring anonymity. “You know
very well that if I disclose my identity, departmental action will be ordered against me within
hours,” he quipped.
Asked if they would protest such a “ridiculous” move by the government, he said, “That depends
on officials of our association. But we must oppose it.”
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Cornered by all-round criticism over “failure” to implement the liquor law under the Prohibition
Act, the State government has also been mulling over relaxing some of its stringent provisions
during the upcoming Budget session of the State Legislature.

Our code of editorial values
END

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

m

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

