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COWIN TO GIRD UNIVERSAL IMMUNISATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A Healthcare worker registering a name in COWIN application before RT-PCR test for the
Covid-19 at a healthcare centre. File | Photo Credit: VIJAY SONEJI
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After the success of the Co-WIN platform, the government is looking to repurpose the
technology for various healthcare cases. CoWIN is currently being repurposed for the universal
immunisation program (UIP).
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It will bring the ease of discovery of vaccination centres/camps and reminders for subsequent
vaccinations for preventable diseases for mothers and the newly born, said CoWIN chief and
CEO of the National Health Authority, Dr. R.S. Sharma.
Explained | What do we know about COVID-19’s origins?

He added the addition of digitally verifiable certificates for routine immunisation would be the first
of its kind globally and a great way to start building longitudinal health records for a child right
from its birth.
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“In addition to immunisation, the platform would also be considered for the use-cases of blood
donation and organ donation in the months to come,’’ he said.
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Stating that the CoWIN system has faced no major challenges so far, he said the new milestone
to be achieved now is to adapt to the nuances of the UIP and bring the ease of technology to
more domains in health. And the fact that to date, no valid complaint has been made on any
form of data leak from the CoWIN platform puts all arguments against its security to rest.
Dr. Sharma said the country has been focusing on increasing the reach of technology through its
Digital Public Goods (DPGs), and the prowess of these DPGs has been seen with the success
of Unified Payments Interface (UPI), DigiLocker, and Aadhaar-based authentications.
Also read | In race for monkeypox vaccines, experts see repeat of COVID-19

cr

“It was based on the learnings of building such DPGs and leveraging their technology further
that we were able to build an open platform like Co-WIN.With CoWIN, India has created a
unique model that addresses diversity, is interoperable and hence the ecosystem is friendly that
allows for innovation,’’ he said.
He added that technology has been integral to India’s fight against COVID-19 and the CoWIN
platform was developed in no time, leveraging experience in developing and implementing large
scale applications such as Aadhaar, UPI, GST, etc.
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BINDYARANI, TOPS ATHLETE AND SAI NCOE TRAINEE
SHINES AT MAIDEN CWG
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Weightlifter Bindyarani Devi clinched a silver medal in the women’s 55kg at the Commonwealth
Games. She lifted a total weight of 202kg (86kg+116kg).
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It was less than a decade back that Manipur's Bindyarani Devi started Weightlifting in the year
in her hometown Imphal. In less than 3 years of taking up the sport she was selected for
training at Sports Authority of India's (SAI) National Centre of Excellence(NCoE) in Imphal and
there was no turning back from there.
After 3 years of constant training and hard work at NCOE Imphal, she was selected for the
Indian National Camp in SAI's Patiala Regional Centre in the year 2019.
Over the years she has won many international events including a Gold Medal in
Commonwealth Senior Championship 2019, a Silver at the same event in the year 2021, but her
biggest International achievement came on the night of July 30th when she won the Silver medal
in the 55kg event of Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.
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To make sure that our Commonwealth champ was well prepared for the CWG, the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) via their Annual Callender for Training & Competitions (ACTC)
scheme under SAI funded a total Rs 25,63,336. The Scheme also sent Bindyarani, along with
other weightlifters to Birmingham a month before the event so they can acclimatize to the
conditions before the big event. Bindyarani is also part of the Target Olympic Podium Scheme's
development group, which allows her to get personalised support for her training along with a
monthly out of pocket allowance of Rs 25,000.
*******

NB/OA

Weightlifter Bindyarani Devi clinched a silver medal in the women’s 55kg at the Commonwealth
Games. She lifted a total weight of 202kg (86kg+116kg).
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It was less than a decade back that Manipur's Bindyarani Devi started Weightlifting in the year
in her hometown Imphal. In less than 3 years of taking up the sport she was selected for
training at Sports Authority of India's (SAI) National Centre of Excellence(NCoE) in Imphal and
there was no turning back from there.
After 3 years of constant training and hard work at NCOE Imphal, she was selected for the
Indian National Camp in SAI's Patiala Regional Centre in the year 2019.
Over the years she has won many international events including a Gold Medal in
Commonwealth Senior Championship 2019, a Silver at the same event in the year 2021, but her
biggest International achievement came on the night of July 30th when she won the Silver medal
in the 55kg event of Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.
To make sure that our Commonwealth champ was well prepared for the CWG, the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) via their Annual Callender for Training & Competitions (ACTC)
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scheme under SAI funded a total Rs 25,63,336. The Scheme also sent Bindyarani, along with
other weightlifters to Birmingham a month before the event so they can acclimatize to the
conditions before the big event. Bindyarani is also part of the Target Olympic Podium Scheme's
development group, which allows her to get personalised support for her training along with a
monthly out of pocket allowance of Rs 25,000.
*******
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JEREMY CLINCHES INDIA'S SECOND GOLD MEDAL
FOR WEIGHTLIFTING AT COMMONWEALTH GAMES
2022 AFTER INDIA'S FIRST GOLD WAS WIN BY
WEIGHTLIFTER MIRABAI CHANU YESTERDAY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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Key Highlight:
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Jeremy Lalrinnunga, the 19-year-old from Mizoram, bagged India's second gold in the 67 kg
category of weightlifting at the Commonwealth Games on Sunday. Jeremy lifted a total of 300kg
(140kg in Snatch + 160kg in C&J) at the Games, which is a CWG record. It is the fifth medal for
India in the competition and the second gold. President Smt. Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, Union Sports Minister Shri Anurag Thakur and Indians from all corner of the
country congratulated Jeremy for his achievement.
Earlier, Mirabai Chanu won India's first gold medal at Commonwealth Games 2022 by lifting a
total of 201 KG in women’s 49 KG weightlifting event. Sanket Sargar bagged silver in the men's
55kg weightlifting event. Bindyarani Devi won a Silver Medal in Women’s 55 kg Weightlifting and
Gururaja Poojary secured Bronze in Men's 61kg weightlifting category.
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President Smt. Droupadi Murmu wished Jeremy for his achievement. The President tweeted,
“Congratulations, Jeremy Lalrinnunga for winning gold in Weightlifting at Commonwealth
Games. Your self-belief despite injury during the event enabled you to create history & inspire
millions.Your podium finish has filled Indians with pride. Wishing you more such moments of
glory.”
Congratulations, Jeremy Lalrinnunga for winning gold in Weightlifting at
#CommonwealthGames. Your self-belief despite injury during the event enabled you to create
history & inspire millions.Your podium finish has filled Indians with pride. Wishing you more such
moments of glory.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Jeremy Lalrinnunga on winning the Gold
medal in his very first Commonwealth Games and setting a phenomenal Commonwealth Games
record as well. The Prime Minister tweeted, “Our Yuva Shakti is creating history. He said, at a
young age Jeremy has brought immense pride and glory. The Prime Minister conveyed best
wishes to him for his future endeavours.”
Our Yuva Shakti is creating history! Congratulations to @raltejeremy, who has won a Gold in his
very first CWG and has set a phenomenal CWG record as well. At a young age he’s brought
immense pride and glory. Best wishes to him for his future endeavours.
pic.twitter.com/dUGyItRLCJ
Earlier the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi congratulated weightlifter Mirabai Chanu on
winning Gold Medal at Commonwealth Games 2022 in Birmingham. In a tweet, the Prime
Minister said; "The exceptional Mirabai Chanu makes India proud once again! Every Indian is
delighted that she’s won Gold and set a new Commonwealth record at the Birmingham Games.
Her success inspires several Indians, especially budding athletes.”
Sports Minister Shri Anurag Singh Thakur has congratulated Jeremy Lalrinnunga on winning the
Gold medal at Birmingham Commonwealth Games in the weightlifting 67kg category. Shri
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Thakur tweeted, “Jeremy’s Gold in Men's 67kg weightlifting in CWG 2022 is a perfect example
of the growth of an athlete from Khelo India to the TOPS core group.” The Minister said, Jeremy,
has broken the Games record too. He said India is proud of him.

. @raltejeremy’s GOLD in Men's 67kg weightlifting in #CWG2022 is a perfect example of the
growth of an athlete from Khelo India to TOPS core group. You broke the Games record too.
India is proud of you. #Cheer4India pic.twitter.com/4rW1DqYAbF

m

Earlier Shri Thakur congratulated Mirabai Chanu and tweeted, “Much awaited Gold by Mirabai
Chanu, creating a new Games Record in Women’s 49kg Snatch, Clean and Jerk and total lift.
You have put India on the top yet again with your amazing performance in CWG2022.
#Cheer4India”
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Much awaited Gold by @mirabai_chanu creating a new Games Record in Women’s 49kg
Snatch, Clean and Jerk and total lift.
You have put India on the top yet again with your amazing performance in
#CWG2022#Cheer4India pic.twitter.com/scq2zYZMHm
Click here for achievements of Jeremy Lalrinnunga

AD/OA
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*******

Jeremy Lalrinnunga, the 19-year-old from Mizoram, bagged India's second gold in the 67 kg
category of weightlifting at the Commonwealth Games on Sunday. Jeremy lifted a total of 300kg
(140kg in Snatch + 160kg in C&J) at the Games, which is a CWG record. It is the fifth medal for
India in the competition and the second gold. President Smt. Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, Union Sports Minister Shri Anurag Thakur and Indians from all corner of the
country congratulated Jeremy for his achievement.
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Earlier, Mirabai Chanu won India's first gold medal at Commonwealth Games 2022 by lifting a
total of 201 KG in women’s 49 KG weightlifting event. Sanket Sargar bagged silver in the men's
55kg weightlifting event. Bindyarani Devi won a Silver Medal in Women’s 55 kg Weightlifting and
Gururaja Poojary secured Bronze in Men's 61kg weightlifting category.
President Smt. Droupadi Murmu wished Jeremy for his achievement. The President tweeted,
“Congratulations, Jeremy Lalrinnunga for winning gold in Weightlifting at Commonwealth
Games. Your self-belief despite injury during the event enabled you to create history & inspire
millions.Your podium finish has filled Indians with pride. Wishing you more such moments of
glory.”
Congratulations, Jeremy Lalrinnunga for winning gold in Weightlifting at
#CommonwealthGames. Your self-belief despite injury during the event enabled you to create
history & inspire millions.Your podium finish has filled Indians with pride. Wishing you more such
moments of glory.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Jeremy Lalrinnunga on winning the Gold
medal in his very first Commonwealth Games and setting a phenomenal Commonwealth Games
record as well. The Prime Minister tweeted, “Our Yuva Shakti is creating history. He said, at a
young age Jeremy has brought immense pride and glory. The Prime Minister conveyed best
wishes to him for his future endeavours.”
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Our Yuva Shakti is creating history! Congratulations to @raltejeremy, who has won a Gold in his
very first CWG and has set a phenomenal CWG record as well. At a young age he’s brought
immense pride and glory. Best wishes to him for his future endeavours.
pic.twitter.com/dUGyItRLCJ
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Earlier the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi congratulated weightlifter Mirabai Chanu on
winning Gold Medal at Commonwealth Games 2022 in Birmingham. In a tweet, the Prime
Minister said; "The exceptional Mirabai Chanu makes India proud once again! Every Indian is
delighted that she’s won Gold and set a new Commonwealth record at the Birmingham Games.
Her success inspires several Indians, especially budding athletes.”
Sports Minister Shri Anurag Singh Thakur has congratulated Jeremy Lalrinnunga on winning the
Gold medal at Birmingham Commonwealth Games in the weightlifting 67kg category. Shri
Thakur tweeted, “Jeremy’s Gold in Men's 67kg weightlifting in CWG 2022 is a perfect example
of the growth of an athlete from Khelo India to the TOPS core group.” The Minister said, Jeremy,
has broken the Games record too. He said India is proud of him.
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. @raltejeremy’s GOLD in Men's 67kg weightlifting in #CWG2022 is a perfect example of the
growth of an athlete from Khelo India to TOPS core group. You broke the Games record too.
India is proud of you. #Cheer4India pic.twitter.com/4rW1DqYAbF
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Earlier Shri Thakur congratulated Mirabai Chanu and tweeted, “Much awaited Gold by Mirabai
Chanu, creating a new Games Record in Women’s 49kg Snatch, Clean and Jerk and total lift.
You have put India on the top yet again with your amazing performance in CWG2022.
#Cheer4India”
Much awaited Gold by @mirabai_chanu creating a new Games Record in Women’s 49kg
Snatch, Clean and Jerk and total lift.
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You have put India on the top yet again with your amazing performance in
#CWG2022#Cheer4India pic.twitter.com/scq2zYZMHm
Click here for achievements of Jeremy Lalrinnunga

*******
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Date : 2022-08-02

MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

The fifth day of the ongoing Commonwealth Games 2022 in Birmingham will begin on August 2.

m

On August 2, the fifth day of the ongoing Commonwealth Games 2022 in Birmingham will begin,
and the Indian delegation has already begun to accumulate medals.
On the fourth day at Commonwealth Games 2022, India advanced to the men's table tennis
championship final after defeating Nigeria 3-0. Singapore will play India for the gold medal. In
the semifinals of the badminton mixed team competition, India defeated Singapore 3-0.
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They will now compete for the gold medal against Malaysia. Judoka Sushila Devi Likmabam
settled for a silver medal after losing to South African Michaela Whitebooi in the women's 48kg
final. In contrast, Vijay Kumar Yadav won bronze in the men's kg judo division by defeating
Petros Christodoulides of Cyprus.
Assuring themselves of at least a silver medal, the Indian lawn bowls team created history on
August 1 by defeating New Zealand in the women's fours semifinal. Flyweight boxers Amit
Panghal and Hussam Uddin Mohammed have advanced to the quarterfinals.

IA

India won two judo medals and one in the weightlifting event, bringing its total to nine. In the
women's 71 kg weightlifting, India's Harjinder Kaur took home the bronze medal after judokas
Sushila Devi Likmabam and Vijay Kumar Yadav won silver and bronze, respectively. To place
third, Harjinder lifted a total of 212kg (93 kg in the snatch and 119 kg in the clean and jerk).
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Ajay Singh placed fourth in the men's 81 kg category in weightlifting. Pranati Nayak, a gymnast,
came in fifth place in the women's vault final. In squash, Joshna Chinappa lost to Hollie
Naughton of Canada in the quarterfinals while Saurav Ghosal defeated Scotland's Greg Lobban
to advance to the men's singles semifinals.
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The men's 66 kg judo bronze medal match, on the other hand, was lost by Jasleen Singh Saini
to Nathan Katz. Also losing in the women's 57 kg judo bronze medal match was Suchika Tariyal.
India and England played in Men's Pool B hockey, and the score was 4-4. India has had a
terrific day so far because the nation has discovered some surprising heroes.
Have a look at Commonwealth Games 2022 Day 5 full schedule for India. All times are in Indian
Standard Time (IST) and in chronological order.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Log in to our website for add to watchlist. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.
You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Dr. PS Indu, professor and head of the department of community medicine at the Government
Medical College in Kollam, discussed in detail what should be done to avoid silent transmission
of Monkeypox.

m

Health experts suggested stepping up surveillance to prevent silent transmission of monkeypox
after the National Institute of Virology (NIV) confirmed the first monkeypox fatality in the nation.
The moment has come, according to Dr. PS Indu, professor and head of the department of
community medicine at the Government Medical College in Kollam, who was speaking to ANI.
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She warned about problems and silent transmission of monkeypox if surveillance is not
strengthened and stressed the importance of bolstering surveillance in order to prevent quiet
transmission.
Stressing the surveillance, Dr Indu said, "Surveillance is important. To know what is happening
around us, we need data. And this can only happen when people screen them and get tested."

IA

"Screening is important, otherwise, the silent transmission can spread and then people will come
with complications. All countries have to take action and share data with important information,"
she added.
The medical expert went on to discuss the virus's side effects.
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"It is a virus which can create issues like infection in the mouth, cavity, rashes that you see in
the face, lymphadenopathy, lesions on palms and soles," Dr Indu said.
"The secondary infections are dermatology complications and central nervous system
complications which can result in mortality death. And other issues that affect the brain.
Encephalitis is an infection of the brain," she added.
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She emphasised the value of wearing masks to prevent making direct contact. and said, "We
need to continue to wear masks and avoid face-to-face and skin-to-skin contact with people who
are not aware of their potential symptoms."
There is also a monkeypox vaccine but these are the policy decisions which have to come up in
the long run, she added.
Veena George, the Kerala Health Minister, announced earlier in the day that tests on a 22-yearold who passed away on July 30 revealed a positive result for the viral zoonotic virus. The young
man from Chavakkad Kuranjiyur in the Thrissur district tested positive and displayed symptoms
of monkeypox On July 30, he passed away in Kerala. He received antibiotics as well as
treatment for encephalitis, abnormal seizures, and other illnesses.
Twenty high-risk connections, including three health professionals from the private hospital—a
doctor and two nurses—are currently being watched. Notably, India has so far documented five
instances of monkeypox, with three cases occurring in Kerala, one in Delhi, and one in Guntur,
Andhra Pradesh.
The Central government is now on high alert as a result, despite an increase in the number of

Page 11
infections in several other nations. There is definitely no need for alarm, according to Dr. V K
Paul of NITI Aayog, who represents the health sector. This is because the government has
taken considerable steps to control the disease.
Monkeypox is a zoonotic disease caused by the monkeypox virus, which belongs to the same
family of viruses that causes smallpox. The disease is endemic in regions like West and Central
Africa but lately, cases have been reported from non-endemic countries too, according to the
WHO.
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(With ANI inputs)
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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Log in to our website for add to watchlist. It'll just take a moment.

Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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PM CONGRATULATES VIJAY KUMAR YADAV FOR
WINNING BRONZE MEDAL IN JUDO AT CWG 2022
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Vijay Kumar Yadav for winning the
Bronze medal in Judo at CWG 2022 in Birmingham.
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In a tweet, the Prime Minister said;
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"Vijay Kumar Yadav has won a Bronze medal in Judo at the CWG and made the nation proud.
His success augurs well for the future of sports in India. May he continue to scale new heights of
success in the times to come."
Vijay Kumar Yadav has won a Bronze medal in Judo at the CWG and made the nation proud.
His success augurs well for the future of sports in India. May he continue to scale new heights of
success in the times to come. pic.twitter.com/NkY2HkvKwR
***

DS/SH
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Vijay Kumar Yadav for winning the
Bronze medal in Judo at CWG 2022 in Birmingham.
In a tweet, the Prime Minister said;

ac
k

"Vijay Kumar Yadav has won a Bronze medal in Judo at the CWG and made the nation proud.
His success augurs well for the future of sports in India. May he continue to scale new heights of
success in the times to come."
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Vijay Kumar Yadav has won a Bronze medal in Judo at the CWG and made the nation proud.
His success augurs well for the future of sports in India. May he continue to scale new heights of
success in the times to come. pic.twitter.com/NkY2HkvKwR
***
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Date : 2022-08-06

PM EXTENDS BEST WISHES TO THE WRESTLER,
DIVYA FOR WINNING BRONZE MEDAL IN WOMEN'S 68
KG WRESTLING AT BIRMINGHAM 2022
COMMONWEALTH GAMES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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India’s wrestlers are outstanding and this is clearly reflecting in the CWG. Proud of
@DivyaWrestler for winning a Bronze. This achievement will be cherished for generations to
come. Best wishes for her future endeavours. pic.twitter.com/ougzjDmQF0
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India’s wrestlers are outstanding and this is clearly reflecting in the CWG. Proud of
@DivyaWrestler for winning a Bronze. This achievement will be cherished for generations to
come. Best wishes for her future endeavours. pic.twitter.com/ougzjDmQF0
END
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PM CONGRATULATES BAJRANG PUNIYA FOR
WINNING HIS THIRD CONSECUTIVE COMMONWEALTH
GAMES MEDAL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Bajrang Puniya for winning his third
consecutive Commonwealth Games medal. Bajrang Puniya clinched the Gold medal in 65 kg
wrestling at CWG, 2022.
The Prime Minister tweeted;
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“The talented Bajrang Puniya is synonymous with consistency and excellence. He wins a Gold
at the Birmingham CWG. Congratulations to him for the remarkable feat, his 3rd consecutive
CWG medal. His spirit and confidence is inspiring. My best wishes always.”

IA

The talented @BajrangPunia is synonymous with consistency and excellence. He wins a Gold
at the Birmingham CWG. Congratulations to him for the remarkable feat, his 3rd consecutive
CWG medal. His spirit and confidence is inspiring. My best wishes always.
pic.twitter.com/hjBYjd1lCP
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Bajrang Puniya for winning his third
consecutive Commonwealth Games medal. Bajrang Puniya clinched the Gold medal in 65 kg
wrestling at CWG, 2022.
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The Prime Minister tweeted;

“The talented Bajrang Puniya is synonymous with consistency and excellence. He wins a Gold
at the Birmingham CWG. Congratulations to him for the remarkable feat, his 3rd consecutive
CWG medal. His spirit and confidence is inspiring. My best wishes always.”

The talented @BajrangPunia is synonymous with consistency and excellence. He wins a Gold
at the Birmingham CWG. Congratulations to him for the remarkable feat, his 3rd consecutive
CWG medal. His spirit and confidence is inspiring. My best wishes always.
pic.twitter.com/hjBYjd1lCP

***
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Date : 2022-08-06

PM CONGRATULATES ANSHU MALIK FOR WINNING
THE SILVER MEDAL IN 57 KG WRESTLING AT CWG
2022
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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Congratulations to @OLyAnshu on winning the Silver medal in wrestling and that too on her
birthday. My best wishes to her for a successful sporting journey ahead. Her passion towards
sports motivates many upcoming athletes. pic.twitter.com/twXSzlrHxU
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Congratulations to @OLyAnshu on winning the Silver medal in wrestling and that too on her
birthday. My best wishes to her for a successful sporting journey ahead. Her passion towards
sports motivates many upcoming athletes. pic.twitter.com/twXSzlrHxU
END
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Date : 2022-08-06

PM CONGRATULATES SAKSHI MALIK FOR WINNING
THE GOLD MEDAL IN 62 KG WRESTLING AT CWG 2022
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Sakshi Malik for winning the Gold
medal in 62 kg wrestling at Commonwealth Games, 2022.
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The Prime Minister tweeted;
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“Our athletes continue to make us proud at CWG Birmingham. Thrilled by the outstanding
sporting performance of Sakshi Malik. I congratulate her for winning the prestigious Gold medal.
She is a powerhouse of talent and is blessed with remarkable resilience.”
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Our athletes continue to make us proud at CWG Birmingham. Thrilled by the outstanding
sporting performance of @SakshiMalik. I congratulate her for winning the prestigious Gold
medal. She is a powerhouse of talent and is blessed with remarkable resilience.
pic.twitter.com/svETMdfVBR
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Sakshi Malik for winning the Gold
medal in 62 kg wrestling at Commonwealth Games, 2022.
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The Prime Minister tweeted;

“Our athletes continue to make us proud at CWG Birmingham. Thrilled by the outstanding
sporting performance of Sakshi Malik. I congratulate her for winning the prestigious Gold medal.
She is a powerhouse of talent and is blessed with remarkable resilience.”

Our athletes continue to make us proud at CWG Birmingham. Thrilled by the outstanding
sporting performance of @SakshiMalik. I congratulate her for winning the prestigious Gold
medal. She is a powerhouse of talent and is blessed with remarkable resilience.
pic.twitter.com/svETMdfVBR
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PM CONGRATULATES WRESTLER, POOJA SIHAG ON
WINNING BRONZE MEDAL IN WOMEN'S 76 KG
WRESTLING
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated wrestler, Pooja Sihag on winning
Bronze Medal in Women's 76 Kg Wrestling at Birmingham CWG 2022.
The Prime Minister tweeted;
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"Pooja Sihag has made a mark for herself as a talented wrestler. She has overcome many
challenges thanks to her never say die attitude. She has won a Bronze at the CWG 2022.
Congratulations to her. I am confident she will keep making India proud in the times to come.
#Cheer4India"
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Pooja Sihag has made a mark for herself as a talented wrestler. She has overcome many
challenges thanks to her never say die attitude. She has won a Bronze at the CWG 2022.
Congratulations to her. I am confident she will keep making India proud in the times to come.
#Cheer4India pic.twitter.com/SraRDk2t2L
****
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated wrestler, Pooja Sihag on winning
Bronze Medal in Women's 76 Kg Wrestling at Birmingham CWG 2022.
The Prime Minister tweeted;
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"Pooja Sihag has made a mark for herself as a talented wrestler. She has overcome many
challenges thanks to her never say die attitude. She has won a Bronze at the CWG 2022.
Congratulations to her. I am confident she will keep making India proud in the times to come.
#Cheer4India"

Pooja Sihag has made a mark for herself as a talented wrestler. She has overcome many
challenges thanks to her never say die attitude. She has won a Bronze at the CWG 2022.
Congratulations to her. I am confident she will keep making India proud in the times to come.
#Cheer4India pic.twitter.com/SraRDk2t2L
****
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PM CONGRATULATES RAVI DAHIYA FOR CLINCHING
GOLD MEDAL IN MEN'S FREESTYLE 57 KG
WRESTLING
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Ravi Dahiya for clinching Gold Medal
in Men's freestyle 57 Kg wrestling at Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022.
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The Prime Minister tweeted;

"He played like a champion and brings immense pride for our nation. Congratulations to the
phenomenal @ravidahiya60 for winning a Gold at the Birmingham CWG. His success proves
that no dream is too big if one is passionate and dedicated. #Cheer4India"
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He played like a champion and brings immense pride for our nation. Congratulations to the
phenomenal @ravidahiya60 for winning a Gold at the Birmingham CWG. His success proves
that no dream is too big if one is passionate and dedicated. #Cheer4India
pic.twitter.com/SfRRb4ZGb0
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Ravi Dahiya for clinching Gold Medal
in Men's freestyle 57 Kg wrestling at Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022.

cr

The Prime Minister tweeted;

"He played like a champion and brings immense pride for our nation. Congratulations to the
phenomenal @ravidahiya60 for winning a Gold at the Birmingham CWG. His success proves
that no dream is too big if one is passionate and dedicated. #Cheer4India"
He played like a champion and brings immense pride for our nation. Congratulations to the
phenomenal @ravidahiya60 for winning a Gold at the Birmingham CWG. His success proves
that no dream is too big if one is passionate and dedicated. #Cheer4India
pic.twitter.com/SfRRb4ZGb0
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With 36 medals -- 12 gold, 11 silver and 13 bronze -- India are currently at the fifth spot at the
ongoing Birmingham Commonwealth Games.
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Day 9 of the multi-sports event was full of medals, headlined by a historic feat in athletics and a
windfall in wrestling. Avinash Sable won a historic silver medal in the men's 3000m
steeplechase at the CWG while Priyanka Goswami won silver and created history by winning
the first-ever medal by an Indian woman in the 10km race walk.
It was a wrestling bonanza on Day 9 as India won six medals and the success spilt over today.
Vinesh Phogat bagged gold at the Commonwealth Games. Ravi Dahiya and Naveen,
meanwhile, clinched their first medal at the CWG, coloured gold. Pooja Sihag, Pooja Gehlot and
Deepak Nehra --all won bronze.
Here is the schedule for India at Commonwealth Games 2022 Day 10 All times are in Indian
Standard Time (IST) .
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ATHLETICS & PARA ATHLETICS:

Men's Triple Jump Final: Abdulla Aboobacker, Eldhose Paul, Praveen Chitravel - 2:45pm
Men's 10,000m Race Walk Final: Amit, Sandeep Kumar - 3:50pm
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Women's Javelin Throw Final: Shilpa Rani, Annu Rani - 4:05pm
Women's 4 x 100m Relay Final: 5:24pm
Men's Javelin Throw Final: Rohit Yadav, DP Manu - 12:10am (Monday)
Men's 4 x 400m Relay Final: 1am (Monday)
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BADMINTON:

Women's singles semifinal: PV Sindhu - 2:20pm
Men's singles semifinal 1: Lakshya Sen - 3:10pm
Men's singles semifinal 2: Kidambi Srikanth - 3:10pm
BOXING:
Women's 48kg Final: Nitu - 3pm
Men's 51kg Final: Amit Panghal - 3:15pm
Women's 50kg Final: Nikhat Zareen - 7pm

Page 24
CRICKET:
Women's T20 Final: India - 9:30pm
HOCKEY:
Women's Bronze Medal Match: India vs New Zealand - 1:30pm
SQUASH:

TABLE TENNIS & PARA TABLE TENNIS:
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Women's Singles Bronze Medal Match: Sreeja Akula - 3:35pm

m

Mixed Doubles Bronze Medal Match: Dipika Pallikal/Saurav Ghosal - 10:30pm

Men's Doubles Gold Medal Match: Achanta Sharath Kamal/G Sathiyan - 6:15pm
Men's Singles Semifinal 1: Achanta Sharath Kamal
Men's Singles Semifinal 2: G Sathiyan

IA

Mixed Doubles Gold Medal Match: Achanta Sharath Kamal and Sreeja Akula - 12:15am (on
Monday).
Following is the medal tally on competition day nine of the Commonwealth Games here.
Country:

Gold Silver Bronze - Total
46

47

150
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1. Australia 57

2. England 50
3. Canada

48

20

29

44

32

4. New Zealand 17 11 14

81

42

12 11 13

cr

5. India

142

36

6. Nigeria

9

6

11

26

7. Scotland

8 9

22

39

8. South Africa 7 7

9

23

9. Malaysia

65

4

10. Wales

55

13

11. Jamaica

4228

12. Kenya 3 4 6 13

15
23
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13. Northern Ireland 2 5 4 11
14. Cyprus 2 3 6 11
15. Uganda 2 0 2 4 16. Pakistan 1 3 3 7
17. Singapore 1 3 1 5
18 Samoa 1 3 0 4

m

19. Cameroon 1 1 1 3
19. Trinidad and Tobago1 1 1 3
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21. Bermuda 1 0 0 1
21. Grenada 1 0 0 1

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
You are just one step away from creating your watchlist!
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Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
Your session has expired, please login again.

ac
k

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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PM CONGRATULATES SRIKANTH KIDAMBI FOR
WINNING BRONZE MEDAL IN CWG 2022
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Srikanth Kidambi for winning Bronze
Medal at Birmingham CWG 2022. PM also expressed his happiness over the Srikanth Kidambi's
fourth CWG Medal.
The Prime Minister tweeted;

S.
co

"One of the stalwarts of Indian Badminton, @srikidambi wins a Bronze medal in his CWG
individual match. This is his fourth CWG medal thus showing his skill and consistency.
Congratulations to him. May he keep inspiring budding athletes and make India even prouder.
#Cheer4India"
One of the stalwarts of Indian Badminton, @srikidambi wins a Bronze medal in his CWG
individual match. This is his fourth CWG medal thus showing his skill and consistency.
Congratulations to him. May he keep inspiring budding athletes and make India even prouder.
#Cheer4India pic.twitter.com/vFOl2RbP2M
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated Srikanth Kidambi for winning Bronze
Medal at Birmingham CWG 2022. PM also expressed his happiness over the Srikanth Kidambi's
fourth CWG Medal.
The Prime Minister tweeted;

"One of the stalwarts of Indian Badminton, @srikidambi wins a Bronze medal in his CWG
individual match. This is his fourth CWG medal thus showing his skill and consistency.
Congratulations to him. May he keep inspiring budding athletes and make India even prouder.
#Cheer4India"
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One of the stalwarts of Indian Badminton, @srikidambi wins a Bronze medal in his CWG
individual match. This is his fourth CWG medal thus showing his skill and consistency.
Congratulations to him. May he keep inspiring budding athletes and make India even prouder.
#Cheer4India pic.twitter.com/vFOl2RbP2M
***
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PM LAUDS THE GRIT AND TENACITY OF SHARATH
KAMAL AND SREEJA AKULA FOR WINNING THE GOLD
MEDAL IN MIXED DOUBLES TABLE TENNIS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has lauded Sharath Kamal and Sreeja Akula for winning
Gold Medal in Mixed Doubles Table Tennis at Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022.
The Prime Minister tweeted;

S.
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"Playing and winning together has its own joys. @sharathkamal1 and Sreeja Akula have shown
superb teamwork and won the coveted Gold medal in the TT Mixed Doubles event. I laud their
grit and tenacity. Sharath reaching the finals of all CWG events he competed in is outstanding."
Playing and winning together has its own joys. @sharathkamal1 and Sreeja Akula have shown
superb teamwork and won the coveted Gold medal in the TT Mixed Doubles event. I laud their
grit and tenacity. Sharath reaching the finals of all CWG events he competed in is outstanding.
pic.twitter.com/giVYDsUCQ4
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has lauded Sharath Kamal and Sreeja Akula for winning
Gold Medal in Mixed Doubles Table Tennis at Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022.
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The Prime Minister tweeted;

"Playing and winning together has its own joys. @sharathkamal1 and Sreeja Akula have shown
superb teamwork and won the coveted Gold medal in the TT Mixed Doubles event. I laud their
grit and tenacity. Sharath reaching the finals of all CWG events he competed in is outstanding."
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Playing and winning together has its own joys. @sharathkamal1 and Sreeja Akula have shown
superb teamwork and won the coveted Gold medal in the TT Mixed Doubles event. I laud their
grit and tenacity. Sharath reaching the finals of all CWG events he competed in is outstanding.
pic.twitter.com/giVYDsUCQ4
***
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PM FEELS PROUD OF TREESA JOLLY AND GAYATRI
GOPICHAND FOR WINNING THE BRONZE MEDAL IN
BADMINTON DOUBLES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi congratulated Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand for
winning the Bronze Medal in Badminton Doubles at Birmingham CWG 2022.
The Prime Minister tweeted;

S.
co

"Proud of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand for winning the Bronze medal in Badminton
Doubles. Before leaving for the CWG, Treesa told me about her friendship with Gayatri but she
was not sure about how she will celebrate if she won a medal. I hope she's made her plans now.
:)"
Proud of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand for winning the Bronze medal in Badminton
Doubles. Before leaving for the CWG, Treesa told me about her friendship with Gayatri but she
was not sure about how she will celebrate if she won a medal. I hope she's made her plans now.
:) pic.twitter.com/Eobar3Gkcl
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi congratulated Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand for
winning the Bronze Medal in Badminton Doubles at Birmingham CWG 2022.
The Prime Minister tweeted;

"Proud of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand for winning the Bronze medal in Badminton
Doubles. Before leaving for the CWG, Treesa told me about her friendship with Gayatri but she
was not sure about how she will celebrate if she won a medal. I hope she's made her plans now.
:)"
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Proud of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand for winning the Bronze medal in Badminton
Doubles. Before leaving for the CWG, Treesa told me about her friendship with Gayatri but she
was not sure about how she will celebrate if she won a medal. I hope she's made her plans now.
:) pic.twitter.com/Eobar3Gkcl
***
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Another Zoonotic virus - Langya virus - has caught the attention of experts as 35 people are
found to be infected with it in China. Authorities said, the patients did not have close contact with
each other or common exposure history, suggesting that human infections might be sporadic.
Meanwhile, Taiwan's Centers for Disease Control (CDC) are currently establishing a nucleic
acid testing method to identify and check the spread of the virus.

What is Langya henipavirus?
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Langya virus is a newly detected virus and therefore, Taiwan's laboratories will require a
standardized nucleic acid testing method to identify the virus, so that human infections could be
monitored, if needed, Taiwan's CDC Deputy Director-General Chuang Jen-hsiang said.

The Langya henipavirus, which has been found in China's Shandong and Henan provinces, can
be transmitted from animals to humans.
Human-to-human transmission of the virus has not been reported however at the same time he
said that CDC has yet to determine whether the virus can be transmitted among humans and
cautioned people to pay close attention to further updates about the virus, Chuang said.
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Providing details of the serological survey conducted on domestic animals, he said that 2
percent of the tested goats and 5 percent of the tested dogs were positive.
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The test results of 25 wild animal species suggest that the shrew (a small insectivorous mammal
resembling a mouse) might be a natural reservoir of the Langya henipavirus, as the virus was
found in 27 percent of the shrew subjects, the CDC Deputy DG said.
What are the symptoms of Langya virus?
Some of the patients who have been infected with the virus developed symptoms including
fever, fatigue, a cough, loss of appetite, muscle pain, nausea, headache and vomiting.

cr

They also showed a decrease in white blood cells. low platelet count, liver failure and kidney
failure.
Where was the virus first detected?
A study titled "A Zoonotic Henipavirus in Febrile Patients in China" that was published in the
New England Journal of Medicine on Thursday said that a new henipavirus associated with a
fever-causing human illness was identified in China.
The investigation identified 35 patients with acute infection of the Langya henipavirus in China's
Shandong and Henan provinces, and that 26 of them were infected with the Langya virus only,
with no other pathogens.
(With inputs from agencies)
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SHARED HISTORY: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE
COMMONWEALTH GAMES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Commonwealth Games (CWG), alluding to a happily ever-after between England and its
former colonies, may have its legacy issues. And in terms of the competitive yardstick, with the
obvious absence of the United States of America, Russia and China, the CWG is considered a
notch below the Olympics and the Asian Games. Yet, the CWG has a certain value in being a
multi-nation quadrennial event that pits a disparate group of countries split by continents and
fused by a shared past linked to the British Empire. It offers athletes one more shot at glory
besides inspiring their fans to pursue sport with added vigour. In the latest edition that concluded
at Birmingham on Monday, India with a medal haul of 61, inclusive of 22 golds, was placed
fourth while Australia, host England and Canada led the charts. With shooting excluded from the
CWG, India lost out on an additional yield. Most Indian medals told a tale etched by hope,
diligence and hard work. If Sharath Kamal’s table tennis exploits, even at 40, proved that
sportspersons can fight the dimming light, weightlifter Sanket Sargar’s silver in the men’s 55kg
segment, showed that financial difficulties cannot derail a focused athlete. Four years ago,
Sanket used to sell paan from a tiny shop at Sangli in Maharashtra, and his is a story that needs
to be cherished.

cr

ac
k

IA

Similar is the personal history linked to weightlifter Achinta Sheuli, who won gold in the 73kg
division. Achinta, his brother Alok and mother did embroidery. The siblings also worked in the
fields, fighting poverty and coping with the demise of their father. Like Sanket, Achinta’s too is a
story of hope and redemption. If fresh athletes caught the eye with their triumph over tough
circumstances, the established ones reiterated their dominance too. P.V. Sindhu, who will now
be counted among India’s greatest ever athletes, won gold in the badminton women’s singles
while her male counterpart Lakshya Sen did an encore. Fresh territories were annexed too as in
a field always dominated by the Africans, Avinash Sable won silver in the men’s 3000m
steeplechase. Boxer Nikhat Zareen again landed a solid punch for women-power while her
colleague Lovlina Borgohain’s failure and the issues surrounding her personal coach in the leadup to the CWG, revealed faultlines. Medals were secured in hockey and women’s cricket but
they were not gold and the respective squads displayed fragility in crunch situations. That sport
is not always war minus the shooting was evident when Neeraj Chopra effusively praised
Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem, who won gold in the men’s javelin. The latest success in the CWG,
should hold the Indian athletes in good stead as they prepare for next year’s Asian Games in
China.
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PANEL BATS FOR EQUALITY IN CHILD’S
GUARDIANSHIP
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Section 7 of the same Act provides that the natural guardianship of an adopted son, who is a
minor, passes on adoption to the adopted father and ‘after’ him to the adoptive mother.
Marital disputes

IA
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The parliamentary panel has also called for a relook at child custody in case of marital disputes
and suggested empowering courts to award joint custody to both parents when conducive for
the welfare of the child, or award sole custody to one parent with visitation rights to the other.
“As the society is rapidly evolving, conjugal and familial relationships are becoming more and
more complex. The basis for ending marriage has shifted from fault-finding divorce to mutual
consent divorce. There is a need to lay down a framework within the legislation within which the
divorcing parents and children can decide what custodial arrangement works the best for them,”
the panel has said. It has also proposed guardianship rights of those differently abled and
suffering from autism or cerebral palsy, people suffering from mental health problems as well as
senior citizens. In such cases where guardianship of majors is concerned, the panel says the
law should consider “supported decision making” as an alternative to guardianship where a
person appoints trusted advisers such as friends, family or professionals to serve as supporters.
On adoption, the committee has said the LGBTQ community should also be covered under the
law.

ac
k

Under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, the prospective adoptive
parents should be physically, mentally, emotionally stable, financially capable. While single men
can adopt only boys, single women can adopt a child of any gender. It also says that no child
should be given in adoption to a couple unless they have at least two years of stable marital
relationship.
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The committee has also suggested harmonising the provisions of the JJ Act, 2015 and the
Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act (HAMA), 1956 as adoption under the former is tedious
and time-consuming, and the latter has lacunae such as inability to trace the source of the child
being given for adoption or lack of post-adoption follow-ups.
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Serosurveys revealed that shrews might be a reservoir of the Langya virus. File photo: Special
Arrangement

m

The story so far: A new zoonotic virus that has evolved to infect humans was identified in
China in August. On August 4, the New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) described the virus
called Langya (LayV), reported in patients in Eastern China.
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In a letter published in NEJM, a team of researchers from China and Singapore led by Xiao-Ai
Zhang, Hao Li, et al say: “In our study, a newly identified henipavirus of probable animal origin
was associated with febrile illness, a finding that warrants further investigation to better
understand associated human illness.”
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The pathogen belongs to the henipavirus family, closely associated with Nipah and Hendra
viruses, and was noticed to cause fever, and respiratory symptoms among 35 people in China
since 2018. It was discovered during routine sentinel surveillance of patients who had fever and
reported a recent history of exposure to animals in eastern China. It was identified as a
phylogenetically distinct henipavirus, indicating its evolution, after being identified in a throat
swab sample from a patient. The virus was named after the town this patient lived in — Langya
in the Shandong province in China.
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Subsequent investigations identified 35 patients with acute LayV infection in the Shandong and
Henan provinces of China, the communique explains. In all except nine patients, LayV was the
only pathogen isolated, indicating no other infection was present that could have caused the
symptoms.
The common symptoms were fever, fatigue, cough, anorexia, myalgia, nausea, headache, and
vomiting, accompanied by thrombocytopenia or low platelet count, and leukopenia or a low white
blood cell count. In some cases, doctors also noticed impaired liver and kidney functions.
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To determine the source or animal origin of the infection, since the patients, mostly farmers,
revealed close exposure to animals before they fell sick, scientists drew blood from farm animals
and small animals. These serosurveys in animals revealed that shrews, a rat like rodent, might
be a reservoir of the LayV.
The NEJM letter says that contact tracing of nine patients with 15 close-contact family members
revealed no close-contact LayV transmission, but acknowledges that the sample size was too
small to effectively determine the status of human-to-human transmission for LayV. So while
concluding, with the available evidence, that the virus must have been directed transmitted by
shrews or any other intermediary animal (goats, dogs, for instance, that tested positive for LayV
in the sero-study), researchers called for further studies to examine all angles thoroughly.
An article in Nature quotes evolutionary virologist Edward Holmes, at the University of Sydney,
Australia on the way ahead. He says that there is no particular need to worry about this, but
constant surveillance would be critical. In general, regularly testing humans and animals for
emerging viruses is critical to understand the risk of zoonotic diseases, he adds. The need for
surveillance cannot be over stated, certainly not since the COVID-19 pandemic upended the
world without warning.

Page 34
The Central News Agency, a government-controlled news outfit in Taiwan, quoted Chuang Jenhsiang, deputy director of Taiwan’s Centers for Disease Control saying they would soon
establish a standardised procedure for domestic laboratories to conduct genome sequencing
and strengthen surveillance of LayV.
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While LayV as we know it now does not pose a huge threat, it is apparent that the nature of a
connected world facilitates the easy transmission of viruses globally. While scientific research
and pharmacology development have gotten a boost in the arm in the two years since the
pandemic, prevention continues to be infinitely better than cure. Constant, unflagging
surveillance, and adequate sharing of information between nations is essential, experts
underscore.
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THE MARGINALISATION OF THE INDIAN MUSLIM
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& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

A masjid in Bhopal. | Photo Credit: Faruqui A.M.
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Shortly after India gained independence, we gave ourselves a Constitution that guaranteed
equal citizenship to everyone. Yet, 75 years later, there are growing concerns among Muslims
that their citizenship rights might be under threat. Those concerns were reflected not long ago in
the protests against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), the biggest nationwide mobilisation
of Muslims since Independence.
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Even though the ruling dispensation has put that contentious legislation on hold, it has not done
much to address the anxiety. In fact, the CAA protests were followed by riots in the national
capital, followed by an expansive crackdown on Muslim civil society activists. Lately, we have
seen the dawn of bulldozer justice. In three Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled States, the bulldozer
has been employed as a barely disguised tool of collective punishment in Muslim
neighbourhoods. The judiciary has refused to put a stop to this brazen illegality.

IA

These unfortunate developments remind us of the gap between legal citizenship and substantive
citizenship. In a democracy, that gap is mediated by the political process, which structures the
engagement between citizens and state institutions. Thus, insofar as minorities are concerned,
their access to the promised package of civil, socio-economic and political rights is governed by
the model of political accommodation of minorities.
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The Indian experience of politically accommodating Muslims has been an evolving patchwork of
varied models. In Kerala, Muslims have been part of a broader consociationalism framework,
having a political party (Indian Union Muslim League) that bargains on behalf on them with the
governing coalition. In West Bengal, under the long reign of the Left Front, the large Muslim
peasantry was mobilised on class lines through land reforms, and included in the political
process through local structures. Similarly, Muslims in Tamil Nadu have been accommodated
using broad-based policy platforms, without an emphasis on their religious identity.
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In the north Indian model, especially dominant in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, Muslims were
conceptually constructed as a homogenous community, politically driven by cultural concerns of
protecting their distinct identity. This was the dominant paradigm of secular accommodation
followed not just by the Congress, but also by the socialist and caste-based parties of the region.
From the 1960s, a category of ‘Muslim issues’ was established in the political discourse —
official patronage of Urdu, minority status of Aligarh Muslim University, Uniform Civil Code, Babri
Masjid — and secular parties fashioned themselves as the guardians of these special
protections. Alongside, the Muslim religious elite were propped up as the favoured intercessors
in the political process, and came to be recognised as the representatives of the community.
At some level, this model was pre-determined by the legacy of Partition, which had delegitimised certain political demands seen as reminiscent of the politics of the Muslim League.
For instance, the Constitution-makers disregarded the demand for proportional representation in
electoral competition, as well as the inclusion of Muslim Dalits (and Christian Dalits) in the
Constitution scheme of reservation.
Instead of political or material protections, the Constitution favoured cultural protections to
minorities in the form of Article 30. This template of dealing with Muslims primarily through a
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cultural prism has proved to be remarkably resilient.
All models of Muslim accommodation are moulded more by the choices of political elites than by
community pressures from below. The Congress can argue that it privileged cultural issues in
response to demands of Muslim pressure groups like the All India Majlis-e-Mushawarat. Yet,
those very pressure groups had also raised the issues of discrimination in government jobs,
unequal access to education and the regular spate of communal violence. These were not
emphasised by the political elite because they entailed harder questions of institutional reform
and state capacity. Symbolic issues, on the other hand, appeared to have little political costs.
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This calculus of political costs received a jolt with the Shah Bano episode. In bowing down to the
conservative Muslim clergy, the Congress not only damaged itself, but also allowed the BJP an
explosive device to ground its campaign against Muslim ‘appeasement’. A survey of anti-Muslim
riots in Congress-ruled U.P. in the 1980s (the decade of Shah Bano) should be enough to reveal
the hollowness of this charge of appeasement. Several of these riots were in reality massacres
committed by the notorious U.P. Provincial Armed Constabulary, such as in Moradabad (1980)
and Meerut (1987).

IA

Riots provide, in fact, a useful lens to gauge different models of Muslim accommodation. The
political scientist Steve Wilkinson studied more than five decades of Hindu-Muslim riots, and
concluded that the prevalence of riots in a State is inversely proportional to the political
bargaining power of the Muslim minority. The inaction of the state which allows riots, according
to Wilkinson, stems not from a lack of state capacity but from a lack of political will. The state is
more likely to prevent riots when Muslims are an important part of the governing coalition,
Wilkinson argued. Further, he demonstrated that riots are less frequent in multipolar States,
such as post-Mandal U.P. and Bihar, because Muslims possess more political leverage in such
a polity as crucial swing voters.
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Access to socio-economic goods
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However, communal violence is just one parameter on which we can measure the success or
failures of different models of Muslim accommodation.The access of Muslims to socio-economic
goods is an equally important indicator. On this front, as the Sachar Committee showed,
Muslims hover around the bottom of the pile in most States. According to Christophe Jaffrelot
and Kalaiyarasan A., the proportion of Muslim youth (in 2017-18) who had completed graduation
was just 14%, the lowest among all social groups. The educational attainment was most
abysmal in the Hindi-belt States such as Haryana (3%), Rajasthan (7%) and Uttar Pradesh
(11%), while the highest rates were found in Tamil Nadu (36%) and Kerala (28%). Of course,
part of this variation can be explained by the generally higher state capacity of southern States
and historical factors such as the exodus of the Muslim elite from northern Indian States postPartition. But partly it is also an outcome of the failures of the models of minority accommodation
which emphasise protection of cultural identity (the Hindi heartland States) relative to those
which emphasise access to material goods (Tamil Nadu and Kerala). As Jaffrelot and
Kalaiyarasan note of southern States: “The (Muslim) community’s achievements also have to be
seen in the context of positive discrimination Muslims enjoy in these States – Dalit and OBC
[Other Backward Classes] Muslims are given reservations under the OBC quota.”
We have not yet mentioned the BJP model of Muslim accommodation, because the party (and
the larger Sangh Parivar) is opposed to the very concept. The BJP conflates any form of Muslim
inclusion with ‘appeasement’, which it holds to be the motor fuel of separatism and
communalism. This notion of appeasement is flexible enough to cover even the participation of
Muslims in the political process which governs them. Hence, the BJP refused to field a single
Muslim candidate in the 403 constituencies of U.P. For the first time in India, a ruling party has
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no Muslim MLA or MP. As if to underscore the point that the denial of political representation to
Muslims is a matter of principle rather than political constraints, the party has even discontinued
the practice of nominating token Muslim candidates to the Rajya Sabha.
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As the BJP has become the hegemonic force in Indian politics, the clock has been turned back
even on the secular politics of Muslim inclusion. In U.P., competitive politics had slowly broken
through the model of cultural accommodation, and issues of ‘Muslim empowerment’ had started
to emerge in the political discourse. In the 2012 U.P. elections, the Samajwadi Party and
Congress both promised to carve out a separate sub-quota for Muslims within the OBC quota.
All that is in the rear-view mirror now, as the issue of security has bubbled up to the forefront of
electoral discourse.
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It is this vitiation of the political process that is behind the yawning gap between the legal
citizenship and the substantive citizenship of Indian Muslims. The most troubling aspect is that
75 years into Independence, this gap only appears to be increasing.
All models of Muslim accommodation are moulded more by the choices of political elites than
community pressures from below
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Sunil Chhetri said in June that a FIFA suspension on India would be ‘catastrophic’.

m

The All India Football Federation (AIFF) has been suspended by FIFA with immediate effect due
to "undue influence" from outside parties.
"The Bureau of the FIFA Council has unanimously decided to suspend the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) with immediate effect due to undue influence from third parties, which
constitutes a serious violation of the FIFA Statutes," FIFA said in a statement.
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The suspension will be lifted once the decision to create a committee of administrators to
exercise the authority of the AIFF Executive Committee has been reversed and the AIFF
administration has full control over the organisation's day-to-day operations, according to the
international governing body of football.
"The suspension means that the FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup 2022, scheduled to take place
in India on 11-30 October 2022, cannot currently be held in India as planned," the statement
added.
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The suspension means that the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup 2022, scheduled to take place
in India on 11-30 October 2022, cannot currently be held in India as planned: FIFA
https://t.co/cn3BRg52AD
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FIFA stated that it is evaluating the next actions in relation to the competition and will, if and
when necessary, send the subject to the Bureau of the Council.
The governing body said that it was in constant constructive contact with the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports in India and is hopeful that a positive outcome to the case may still be
achieved.
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According to Indian striker Sunil Chhetri, a FIFA suspension on India following the Supreme
Court's decision to remove Praful Patel as AIFF president would be disastrous. He also made a
retirement-related hint by claiming he was playing his "last games".
"No matter what is happening on that front, I hope it is under control and the country does not
get a ban," the iconic India captain said in June, adding, “Because, that will be catastrophic, not
just for the whole country but for me, because I'm 37. I'm playing my last games. You never
know when there's a last game for you."
(With ANI inputs)
Download the Mint app and read premium stories
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
You are just one step away from creating your watchlist!
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
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PRACTICE OF TALAQ-E-HASAN NOT SO IMPROPER:
SUPREME COURT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Concerns aplenty: Tashan-e-hasan defies principles of human rights and is not an integral part
of Islam, the petion said.PTIPTI
The Supreme Court on Tuesday prima facie observed that the Muslim personal law practice of
talaq-e-hasan is “not so improper”.
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Talaq-e-hasan is a form of divorce by which a Muslim man can divorce his wife by pronouncing
talaq once every month over a three-month period.
A Bench led by Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul said a Muslim woman has the option to divorce by
the process of khula by returning the dower ( mahr) or something else that she received from
her husband or without returning anything, as agreed by the spouses or Qadi’ s (court) decree
depending on the circumstances.

Petitioner’s contention

IA

“ Prima facie this ( talaq-e-hasan ) is not so improper. Women also have an option. Khula is
there. Prima facie I do not agree with the petitioner. I do not want this to become an agenda for
any other reason,” Justice Kaul remarked orally. The court’s remarks came while hearing a
petition filed by journalist Benazeer Heena, represented by senior advocate Pinky Anand and
advocate Ashwani Kumar Dubey.
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The petitioner argued that talaq-e-hasan and “other forms of unilateral extra judicial talaq is an
evil plague similar to sati ”.
“ Talaq-e-hasan is arbitrary, irrational and contrary to Articles 14, 15, 21 and 25 and international
conventions on civil rights and human rights,” the petition submitted.
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There should be a “gender neutral, religion neutral, uniform grounds of divorce and uniform
procedure of divorce for all citizens”, the petition read.
The petitioner argued that the practice in question was “neither harmonious with the modern
principles of human rights and gender equality nor an integral part of Islamic faith”.
Ms. Anand said the apex court, while striking down triple talaq in the Shayara Bano case, did not
address the issue of talaq-e-hasan . She said the practice discriminated against Muslim women
as they cannot resort to it against their husbands. Ms. Anand said the unilateral practice of
divorce was “abominable”.
The Bench, however, said the court has granted couples who cannot live with each other
divorce on the ground of irretrievable breakdown of marriage. It asked whether the petitioner
was willing to explore this option if the issue of mahr was taken care of.
The court said the issue under question was not instantaneous triple talaq or talaq-e-biddat . It
repeated that the petitioner could opt for divorce through the khula procedure.

Page 41
“Would the petitioner be willing for a settlement on amounts being paid over and above mahr
being fixed?” the court asked the petitioner side.
Ms. Anand sought time to get instructions. The court adjourned the case to August 29.
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CHILD MORTALITY HAS DIPPED TO 35 PER 1,000
BIRTHS: MINISTER
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The app will give advice to caregivers.RAGU RRAGU R
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India has taken rapid strides in reducing child mortality since 2014 from 45 per 1,000 live births
to 35 per 1,000 live births in 2019, Union Minister of State for Health Bharati Pravin Pawar said
here on Tuesday.
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Dr. Pawar was speaking after the virtual launch of the ‘Paalan 1000’ National Campaign and
Parenting App at the Early Childhood Development Conclave in Mumbai.
‘Paalan 1000’ focuses on the cognitive development of children in the first two years of their life.
The app will provide practical advice to caregivers on what they can do in their everyday routine
and will help clear doubts.
Highlighting the importance of the early phases of a child’s life as their impact can last a lifetime,
Dr. Pawar said, “A baby’s brain development begins during pregnancy and is influenced by the
pregnant woman’s health, nutrition and environment.”
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“The first 1,000 days encompasses conception as well as the first two years of a growing child’s
life and during this period, the child needs the right nutrition, stimulation, love and support. The
first 1,000 days establishes a solid platform for a child’s physical, mental, emotional, cognitive
and social health,” she said.

cr

Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 43
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-08-17

SCOTLAND BECOMES FIRST COUNTRY TO MAKE
PERIOD PRODUCTS FREE FOR ALL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Representational image of menstrual cups | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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A law has taken effect in Scotland to ensure period products are available free of charge to
anyone who needs them.
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The Scottish government said it became the first in the world to legally protect the right to
access free period products when its Period Products Act came into force Monday.
Today the Period Products (Free Provision) (Scotland) Act 2021 comes into effect.
This means local authorities and education providers have a legal duty to make free period
products available to anyone who needs them.
What we're doing to support pic.twitter.com/qcIi0alsdl
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Under the new law, schools, colleges and universities as well as local government bodies must
make a range of period products available for free in their bathrooms. The Scottish government
already invested millions of pounds since 2017 to fund free period products in educational
institutions, but the law makes it a legal requirement.
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A mobile phone app also helps people find the nearest place — such as the local library or
community center — where they can pick up period products.
“Providing access to free period products is fundamental to equality and dignity, and removes
the financial barriers to accessing them," Scottish Social Justice Secretary Shona Robison said.
“This is more important than ever at a time when people are making difficult choices due to the
cost of living crisis and we never want anyone to be in a position where they cannot access
period products," she added.
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The bill, which was passed unanimously in 2020, was introduced by Scottish Parliament
lawmaker Monica Lennon, who had campaigned against “period poverty” — when someone who
needs sanitary products can’t afford them.
The Scottish government said its move was world-leading, with countries including South Korea
and New Zealand taking similar approaches.
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‘CHILD LABOUR, CASTE, POVERTY CLOSELY LINKED’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Child labour, caste-based discrimination and poverty are closely inter-linked in India, according
to a U.N. report which highlighted contemporary forms of slavery, including severe discrimination
against Dalit women in South Asia due to which they are systematically denied choices and
freedoms in all spheres of life.
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Human Rights Council Special Rapporteur Tomoya Obokata in his report on contemporary
forms of slavery said that deep-rooted intersecting forms of discrimination, in combination with
multiple other factors, are the main causes of contemporary forms of slavery affecting minorities.
They are often the result of historical legacies, such as slavery and colonisation, systems of
inherited status, and formalised and State-sponsored discrimination, he said.
Mr. Obokata said in the report to the U.N. General Assembly on August 17 that child labour ,
including its worst forms, exists in all regions of the world.
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“In India, child labour, caste-based discrimination and poverty are closely interlinked. Child
labour among minority and migrant children have also been reported in Angola, Costa Rica,
Honduras and Kazakhstan, in various sectors,” the report said.
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The report notes that systematic discrimination has profound implications for the ability of
affected individuals and communities to live a life of dignity and enjoy human rights on equal
footing with others.
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SEVEN CRORE RURAL FAMILIES GIVEN PIPED WATER
CONNECTION IN THREE YEARS: PM MODI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi said his government’s piped water connection to seven crore
families in the last three years under the Jal Jeevan Mission helped the country achieve the
target of 10 crore such connections in villages so far.PTI
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MODEL NIKAHNAMA REMAINS A WORK IN PROGRESS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Terms and conditions:A bride signs the Nikahnama at a mass wedding in Bhopal.File photo
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Five years after the All India Muslim Personal Law Board pledged to insert a prohibition on
instant triple talaq in the model nikahnama to be used for solemnising Muslim marriages, the
wedding contract remains a work under process. There is no clear word when, if at all, such a
nikahnama would be readied and sent across to qazis who solemnise nikahnama .
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An AIMPLB meeting earlier this month failed to reach a consensus on the content of the new
model nikahnama .
Though there was large agreement on the need to insert a clause against instant triple talaq
after the Supreme Court made it invalid and the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Act made it a criminal act, the members suggested that a clause on Talaq-e-Tafweez
or delegated divorce needed to be inserted.

No consensus yet
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Under Talaq-e-Tafweez , the husband vests his power to divorce in his wife, thereby effectively
ruling out hasty or instant talaq . However, many intellectuals of the Hanafi sect did not agree to
it, leading to a fresh failure to draft the new nikahnama .
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SQR Ilyas, executive member of AIMPLB, says, “There have been differences on the issue of
Talaq-e-Tafweez but broad agreement on prohibition on instant triple talaq . We hope to finalise
the nikahnama by the end of this year.”
Some members felt khula , women’s inalienable right to instant divorce, was a viable alternative
for women, thereby doing away with the need for the clause on Talaq-e-Tafweez .
Others though insisted that the husband’s consent is necessary for khula .
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The ideological logjam has been going on since 2017, when faced with the heat on the issue of
instant triple talaq , the AIMPLB had pledged to formulate a nikahnama prohibiting Talaq-eBiddat . Since then, multiple parleys have failed to bring about a consensus on the new
nikahnama whose first model was formulated in 2003.
A token contract
The nikahnama is essentially a contract between the spouses, containing terms and conditions
of marriage.
Besides incorporating basic details of temporary and permanent residence, their respective age
and the names of their parents, the nikahnama carries details of mehr (loosely translates to
dower), which the husband has to pay his wife.
It can be paid immediately at the time of nikahnama or later, in which case deferred payment is
clearly mentioned in the contract.
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The nikahnama carries the signature of a wakeel (advocate) and two eyewitnesses, besides
those of the bride and groom. The bride’s consent is sought by the qazi in private without the
presence of her parents to avoid family pressure on her to agree to the marriage.
In Mughal age, the nikahnama used to be an elaborate affair where girls often made it
mandatory that in case things didn’t work out, the nikah will not end through pronouncement of
instant triple talaq .

m

There were conditions incorporated against polygamy, or permission granted with certain
conditions, such as separate dwelling for the other wife.
The modern nikahnama used in Muslim marriages is often a token affair with no mention of the
rights of the spouses.
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In light of this, the AIMPLB had sought to issue an advisory that marriage should not end without
making an attempt at reconciliation. And if talaq must be resorted to, it must be through the
Koranic way.
However, what the model nikahnama fails to contain is an express prohibition on instant talaq
even after half a decade of the Supreme Court’s judgment invalidating triple talaq in 2017.
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‘WARNING LABEL MOST EFFECTIVE IN IDENTIFYING
HARMFUL NUTRIENTS’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India

The study aimed to evaluate the impact of different labels on consumers.

m

A new study in India has found that warning labels on food packets are most effective in helping
consumers identify foods “high in sugar, saturated fat and sodium” as compared with other
labelling formats.
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Published in an open access journal Nutrients earlier this month, the study is the first peerreviewed paper on the subject in an Indian context. It found that on most parameters, the Health
Star Rating (HSR) format — where a product is assigned between half-a-star and five stars —
was least effective.
FSSAI report

The study comes at a time the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is
expected to issue its draft regulation on front-of-package labelling (FOPL) and has indicated that
it favours HSR, inviting criticism from public health experts who have accused it of favouring the
food industry.
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The authors conducted an in-person randomised experiment on 2,869 adults in six States in
India, where participants were shown food packets with one of five FOPLs — a control label
(barcode), nutrient-specific warning label (octagon symbol indicating whether the product was
high in salt/sugar or saturated fat), Health Star Rating, guideline for daily amount (GDA that
gives nutritional content information) or traffic light label (indicating red, amber or green levels of
nutrients of concern).
The objective of the study was to evaluate the impact of different labels in helping consumers
correctly identify packaged products containing excess levels of nutrients of concern such as
sugar, saturate fat and sodium.
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The study found that relative to a control label, most number of participants were able to identify
a nutrient of concern when they were presented a packet with a warning label with 60.8%
recognising harmful nutrients as compared to 55% recognising them when they were shown a
GDA label, and 54.8% when shown a traffic light label.
Health Star Rating label performed the worst with only 45% being able to recognise the three
nutrients of concern.
Warning label outperformed other labels even where secondary outcomes were concerned such
as perceived message effectiveness, which is predictive of behavioural change, argue the
authors.
It also performed best on outcomes such as identifying products as unhealthy and making users
concerned about health consequences.
The GDA and MTL performed best at grabbing attention. The HSR performed worse than all
other FOPL types on most secondary outcomes.
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Consumer awareness
However, the study also found that warning labels failed to statistically significantly reduce
intentions to purchase unhealthy packaged products which is why the authors suggest “the need
to reinforce any FOPL policy with a robust and focused communications campaign to increase
consumer awareness and understanding.”
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Of the participants, 50% were women with an educational level of 12 years or less. Their
eligibility criteria for the study included being between the ages of 18 and 60 and being involved
in decision making related to grocery purchases for their household at least half the time.
Suitable strategy
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“In a country where there is a demographic transition taking place and there is dominance of
non-communicable diseases and multiple morbidities such as diabetes, cardiovascular
diseases, we need to adopt a suitable strategy based on evidence to make consumers aware of
nutrients of concern. Our recommendation is for adopting warning labels,” Dr. S.K. Singh,
Professor and Head, Department of Survey Research and Data Analytics, International Institute
for Population Sciences, and the corresponding author, told The Hindu .
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The FSSAI is expected to bring out draft regulations recommending Health Star Rating system
based on a study commissioned by the food regulator and conducted by Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-Ahmedabad), according to the minutes of a stakeholder’s
meeting in February 2022.
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This has led to global and Indian experts criticising the move and raising questions about the
IIM-A study too, calling it scientifically wrong, alleging underlying bias as well as faulty
interpretation as it too found warning labels more effective in reducing consumer intent to buy
products with harmful nutrients yet recommended Health Star Rating.
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A ROW OVER GENDER-NEUTRAL UNIFORMS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Students of Government Higher Secondary School for Girls, Balussery, in gender-neutral
uniform. File | Photo Credit: The Hindu
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The stage seems set for a face-off between the ruling Left Democratic Front (LDF) and Muslim
outfits over the draft proposals in the school curriculum framework being prepared by the State
Council for Educational, Research and Training (SCERT). Recently, a meeting of various
Muslim organisations under the aegis of the Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) in Kozhikode
decided to up the ante against the CPI(M)-led LDF government on the subject, especially the
gender liberal ideology to be introduced in schools.
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Incidentally two powerful rival Sunni organisations — the IUML- backed Samastha Kerala Jemiyyathul Ulama and the All India Sunni Jamiyyathul Ulama led by Kanthapuram A. P.
Aboobacker Musliyar — have sunk their differences over this issue. Even the Indian National
League, a constituent of the LDF government, is fiercely opposing the proposals. Besides,
representatives of the Kerala Nadvathul Mujhideen (Markazudawa), Wisdom Islamic
Organisation, Jamaat-e-Islami, Muslim Educational Society, and the Muslim Service Society
have come out against the revised curriculum. Simultaneously, major Muslim outfits are
organising campaigns through mosques against gender-neutral uniforms and LGBTQ+. Also,
the Samastha has planned to conduct a class for khatibs, who deliver the sermon during the
Friday prayers, to discuss gender politics and homosexuality.
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The remarks of the IUML leader M.K. Muneer that a unisex uniform was a LDF government ploy
to promote denial of religion in schools has sparked a controversy. Often regarded as a
progressive face among Muslim politicians, Dr. Muneer even asked why Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan was not wearing a sari and blouse to ensure gender neutrality.
Politically, the IUML leadership feels that it can seize the moment through the gender issue to
revive its lost electoral ground in Malabar. Already the LDF government had repeatedly bowed
before the organised pressure of Muslim groups — once to withdraw its decision to hand over
Waqf Board appointments to the Public Service Commission, and then to remove IAS officer
Sriram Venkitaraman as Alappuzha district Collector a week after his appointment.
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The draft proposals initiated as part of the implementation of the National Education Policy of the
Centre and the revision of syllabus by the State government are still not in the public domain.
But portions of the framework, including suggestions that girls and boys share a bench in class,
have been discussed in a section of the media.
The issue has to be read with a recent order of the Kerala State Commission for Protection of
Child Rights that had asked the General Education Department to convert schools exclusively
for boys and girls into mixed institutions.
However, Minister for General Education V. Sivankutty has stated that the government will not
impose any decision on gender neutrality in schools and it was up to the school authorities and
parent-teacher associations to decide on gender-neutral uniforms, which already exist in many
schools. Last December, the Muslim Students Federation, the student wing of the IUML,
launched a protest when the Balussery Higher Secondary School in Kozhikode pioneered the
concept of unisex uniforms for students in Class 11.
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The progressive ideal of gender neutrality had been inconspicuously seeping into Kerala’s
consciousness. But when the ideal was projected as a policy formulation, all hell broke loose.
The LDF government’s challenge would be to move cautiously without giving leeway to religious
and pressure groups to derive political mileage out of this.
biju.govind@thehindu.co.in
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‘TOMATO FLU’ DETECTED AMONG CHILDREN IN
INDIA, SAYS LANCET
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

On alert:Health Department personnel carrying out thermal screening amidst the tomato flu
scare.Special ArrangementSpecial Arrangement
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A new infection dubbed tomato flu, or tomato fever, has been detected in India mostly among
children younger than five, according to a report in the Lancet Respiratory Journal .
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The “non-life-threatening” virus was first identified in Kollam district of Kerala on May 6. As of
July 26, more than 82 children younger than five had been reported with the infection by
government hospitals in Kerala, the report published in the August 17 issue of the journal said.
It further said that this endemic viral illness triggered an alert in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

Primary symptoms

IA

Additionally, 26 children (aged one to nine) were reported with the infection in Odisha. “To date,
apart from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Odisha, no other region in India has been affected by the
virus. However, precautionary measures are being taken by the Kerala Health Department to
monitor the spread of the viral infection and prevent its spread in other parts of India,” the report
noted.
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The primary symptoms of tomato flu are similar to those of chikungunya, which include high
fever, rashes, and intense pain in the joints. As with other viral infections, further symptoms
include fatigue, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, dehydration, swelling of joints, body aches, and
common influenza-like symptoms, which are similar to those manifested in dengue.
As tomato flu is similar to chikungunya and dengue as well as hand, foot, and mouth disease,
the treatment is also similar — isolation, rest, plenty of fluids, and hot water sponge for the relief
of irritation and rashes. Supportive therapy of paracetamol for fever and body ache and other
symptomatic treatments may be required.

cr

Similar to other types of influenza, tomato flu is very contagious and children are at an increased
risk of exposure as viral infections are common in this age group and the spread is likely to be
through close contact, the report noted
Young children are also prone to this infection through the use of nappies, touching unclean
surfaces, and putting things directly into the mouth.
Given the similarities to hand, foot, and mouth disease, if the outbreak of tomato flu in children is
not controlled and prevented, the transmission might lead to serious consequences by
spreading in adults as well, the report said.
“The ‘tomato flu’ is caused by Coxsackievirus A 16. It belongs to Enterovirus family. Hand, foot,
and mouth disease (HFMD) is a frequent febrile rash illness of childhood caused by
enteroviruses (EV): Coxsackie A16 (CA16), EV A71, Coxsackie A6, Coxsackie B and Echo
viruses,” said Dr. Suresh Kumar Panuganti, paediatrician, Yashoda Hospitals, Hyderabad.
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SEX RATIO AT BIRTH NORMALISES SLIGHTLY: STUDY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The latest study by the Pew Research Center has pointed out that “son bias” is on the decline in
India as the average annual number of baby girls “missing” in the country fell from 480,000 (4.8
lakh) in 2010 to 410,000 (4.1 lakh) in 2019. The “missing” refers to how many more female births
would have occurred during this time if there were no female-selective abortions.
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The problem began in the 1970s with the availability prenatal diagnostic technology allowing for
sex selective abortions. Among the major religions, the biggest reduction in sex selection seems
to be among the groups that previously had the greatest gender imbalances, particularly among
Sikhs.
The world over, boys modestly outnumber girls at birth, at a ratio of approximately 105 male
babies for every 100 female babies. That was the ratio in India in the 1950s and 1960s, before
prenatal sex tests became available across the country. India legalised abortion in 1971, but the
trend of sex selection started picking up in the 1980s due to the introduction of ultrasound scan
technology. In the 1970s, India’s sex ratio was at par with the global average of 105-100, but this
widened to 108 boys per 100 girls in the early 1980s, and reached 110 boys per 100 girls in the
1990s.
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“From a large imbalance of about 111 boys per 100 girls in India’s 2011 census, the sex ratio at
birth appears to have normalised slightly over the last decade, narrowing to about 109 in the
2015-16 wave of the National Family Health Survey and to 108 boys in the latest wave of the
NFHS, conducted from 2019-21,” the report says.

ac
k

The Pew Research Center report points out that between 2000 and 2019, nine crore female
births went “missing” because of female-selective abortions. The report has also analysed
religion-wise sex selection, pointing out that the gap was the highest for Sikhs. “In the 2001
census, Sikhs had a sex ratio at birth of 130 males per 100 females, far exceeding that year’s
national average of 110. By the 2011 census, the Sikh ratio had narrowed to 121 boys per 100
girls. It now hovers around 110, about the same as the ratio of males to females at birth among
the country’s Hindu majority (109), according to the latest NFHS,” the report says.
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Both Christians (105 boys to 100 girls) and Muslims (106 boys to 100 girls) have sex ratios close
to the natural norm, and this trend is holding.
The study points out that while the Sikhs make up less than 2% of the Indian population, they
accounted for an estimated 5%, or approximately 440,000 (4.4 lakh), of the nine crore baby girls
who went “missing” in India between 2000 and 2019. The share of “missing” girls among Hindus
is above their respective population share.
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ARE FREEBIES A WAY TO MASK STATE INACTION?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Disenchanted voters look for short-term benefits instead of building state capacity in a way that
meaningfully improves their lives. | Photo Credit: File Photo
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In March 2021, Thulam Saravanan, a legislative Assembly candidate for the Madurai South
constituency in Tamil Nadu, offered extraordinary sops such as 1 crore and a car worth 20 lakh
for each household, a robot for every homemaker, 1 crore to youth looking to start a business, a
100-day trip to the moon, a 300-feet artificial glacier to keep people cool etc. He lost the polls.
Nevertheless, his promises weren’t far off from those of the major political parties in power. In
promising freebies, parody has increasingly meshed with reality.
All political parties offer freebies now. In 1967, DMK founder C.N. Annadurai promised a 4.5 kg
bag of rice at 1 if his party was elected to power. His campaign, for “three measures of rice for
1”, saw the party sweep the elections. The party could provide just 1 kg of rice for 1 instead.
Once launched, the scheme continued to grow, with 146 crore allocated in July 2020 to provide
5 kg of free rice per person to all PMKAY cardholders in Tamil Nadu.
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Over time, freebies expanded beyond rice, to gas stoves, colour TVs, laptops, payments for
household work etc. Spreading beyond Tamil Nadu, the trend has caught on in other States as
well – the Delhi government has notably offered water and electricity (up to a certain limit) free
for the city’s voters; the Himachal Pradesh government is offering locals free power upto 125
units, along with free water in villages and a 50% discount in bus fares for women; in Assam, the
State government has announced direct and indirect cash benefit schemes worth 6,000 crore
impacting nine lakh beneficiaries. This begs the question – has an entitlement mentality been
encouraged, creating a cradle-to-grave welfare state?
Of course, welfarism as a political philosophy has long roots – whether in the West or in India .
Our political economy is riven with such schemes – whether one calls them freebies, loan writeoffs, waivers or simply direct transfers.
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Every year, governments at the Centre and State expand the distribution of private goods such
as LPG cylinders to ordinary citizens, while offering subsidies and in some cases covering the
full cost. Does a shift to such policies mean that Indian policymakers have simply given up on
tackling poverty and inequality? Instead of pushing for building public assets, social capacity and
society, India’s policymakers seem to have pivoted towards direct transfers and welfarism (via
distribution of private goods for free). Is the state only going to be compensatory in nature in the
future, in lieu of government inaction and a lack of focus on delivering good public services?
Over time, such frivolous promises have had consequences – Andhra Pradesh annually spends
close to 1.62 lakh crore across various such schemes; the push in Punjab to offer free electricity
to 51 lakh households will inevitably add to the unpaid dues to the tune of 7,117 crore of the
State discom (Shroff, Kaushal, August 2022); five States, namely Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Punjab are noted to have raised 47,316 crore
over a period of two years by mortgaging public assets (Batra, Shubham, August 2022).
Many States will find recently announced freebies difficult to fund – for example Andhra Pradesh
announced freebies in FY23 that would consume almost 30.3% of its own tax revenue; for
Madhya Pradesh, this figure was close to 28.8%; for Punjab this was around 45.4%; and for
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West Bengal, it came to 23.8% (RBI Bulletin, June 2022). Over the past five years, banks have
written off loans worth 10 lakh crore, with the share of public sector banks in such NPA write-offs
typically between 60% and 80% . And yet, the freebie culture continues to be promoted.
Of course, not every scheme or manifesto promise is a freebie – some parties may offer free
electricity, LPG cylinders, public transportation and loan waivers; other schemes are more
focused on the development and capital expenditure.
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Free food at schools for students, as offered under the mid-day meal scheme, should not be
classified as a freebie, given that it helps improve the health of our children. Under K. Kamaraj,
the third Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, the mid-day meal scheme was launched in municipality
schools, with funding coming mostly from public donations (later supplemented by Centre and
State funds). The impact was immediate, with student attendance going up twofold on days
when the mid-day meal scheme was in place. Any scheme that offers significantly positive social
externality (compared to other initiatives) should not be considered a freebie.
Reforming this will require initiatives on multiple tracks. Governments (whether State or Centre)
announcing freebies should be required to provide a funding plan to bolster Parliament (and
State Assembly) budgetary understanding and enhance their ability to act. A Budgetary Office
should be established to aid in writing policies and conducting budgetary analysis.

IA

Given the inherent difficulty in classifying a scheme as “essential” or a “freebie”, governments
should instead be statutorily bound towards key financial indicators such as government debt-toGDP ratio, revenue expenditure as a percentage of government income, revenue collection
efficiency etc. Transfers towards capital expenditure schemes should be prioritised over other
schemes. Banning political parties for promising freebies would be a step too far and hence, the
Election Commission should push political parties to provide a funding mechanism for such
promises.
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Editorial | Sop or welfare debate: On freebies
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More importantly, we need to have a conversation within and between political parties . Making
such promises is an insult to voters, when many such promises are simply left unfulfilled.
Meanwhile, for those promises that are fulfilled, over time the ordinary voter has to pay the cost
in the form of higher taxes or the opportunity cost of less development. Changing this political
culture will require governments to stick to fiscal probity and make credible policies — something
that has been rarely seen in our polity. Enacting a scheme to win the next election, while
enabling generational theft is something that should be taboo.
Comment | Making sense of the ‘freebies’ issue
There should be a debate on this culture of entitlement among the voters as well. They have
been disappointed for so long with Indian policymakers that they would rather seek short-term
benefits instead of a push to build state capacity in a way that meaningfully improves their lives.
A different state and society could emerge through such conversations – one which provides a
network of competent public hospitals, high-quality schools and provides an enabling
environment for the working population to build skills, save up and invest. Rejuvenating India
must be our singular aim for the next quarter century.
Feroze Varun Gandhi is a Member of Parliament, representing the Pilibhit constituency for the
BJP
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PM DEDICATES HOMI BHABHA CANCER HOSPITAL &
RESEARCH CENTRE TO THE NATION AT SAHIBZADA
AJIT SINGH NAGAR (MOHALI)
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi dedicated Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital & Research
Centre to the Nation at Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar, Mohali today. Governor of Punjab, Shri
Banwarilal Purohit, Chief Minister Shri Bhagwant Mann, Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh were
among those present on the occasion.
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Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister said that today’s event reflects the improved
healthcare facilities of the country. He said that the hospital will provide service to the people of
Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh. He thanked the people of Punjab for their enthusiastic
participation in the Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign.
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Referring to his proclamation that he made from the ramparts of the Red Fort about making
India a developed nation, the Prime Minister said “To make India developed, it is equally
important to develop its health services.” The Prime Minister said that when the people of India
will get modern hospitals filled with modern facilities for treatment, then they will get well sooner,
and their energy will be channelled in the right direction. The Prime Minister reiterated the
government’s commitment to create facilities for cancer treatment. He noted that Tata Memorial
Centre is now equipped for treatment of 1.5 lakh new patients every year. He said that the new
hospital and the AIIMS at Bilaspur will reduce the burden on PGI Chandigarh and provide much
relief to the patients and their families.
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The Prime Minister remarked that a good healthcare system doesn't just mean building four
walls. He emphasised that the healthcare system of any country becomes strong only when it
gives solutions in every way, and supports it step by step. The Prime Minister further added that
holistic healthcare has been placed among the top priorities in the country in the last eight years.
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The Prime Minister noted that today, the health facilities of the country are being improved by
working together on six fronts. Elaborating on all six fronts, the Prime Minister mentioned the
first front is the promotion of preventive healthcare, the second front is to open small and
modern hospitals in villages, the third front is to open medical colleges and big medical research
institutes in cities, fourth front is to increase the number of doctors and paramedical staff across
the country, fifth front is to provide cheap medicines, cheap equipment to the patients, and the
sixth front is to reduce the difficulties faced by patients by using technology.
Talking about preventive approach, the Prime Minister said that due to the Jal Jeevan Mission,
the number of patients suffering from waterborne diseases has gone down considerably.
Similarly, cleanliness, Yoga, fitness trends, Poshan Abhiyan, Cooking gas etc. are bringing
down the number of patients. On the second front, quality testing facilities have been created
and more than 1.5 lakh Health and wellness centres are being established. Out of which 1.25
have already been established. In Punjab about 3000 centers are functioning. All over the
country, more than 22 crore people have been screened for cancer out of which 60 lakh
screenings took place in Punjab.
The Prime Minister further added that once the disease is detected, then the need for such
advanced hospitals arises where serious ailments can be treated properly. The Prime Minister
highlighted that the central government is working on the target of at least one medical college in
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every district of the country. The Ayushman Bharat scheme under health infrastructure mission
is creating modern health facilities at the district level at the cost of 64 thousand crore rupees, he
added. The Prime Minister reiterated that at a time, there were only 7 AIIMS in the country but
that number has gone up to 21 now. The government has approved about 40 specialized cancer
institutes across the country, out of which many hospitals have already started providing
services.
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The Prime Minister emphasised that it is important to build a hospital and it is equally important
to have a sufficient number of good doctors, and other paramedics as well. The Prime Minister
reiterated that this work is being carried out on mission mode in the country, today. “Before
2014, there were less than 400 medical colleges in the country. That is, less than 400 medical
colleges in 70 years. At the same time, in the last 8 years, more than 200 new medical colleges
have been built in the country.” the Prime Minister said. The Prime Minister pointed out that the
government has also recognized more than 5 lakh AYUSH doctors as allopathic doctors and it
has helped in improving the doctor-patient ratio in India. Ayushman Bharat has provided free
treatment up to Rs 5 lakh to the poor and as a result, 3.5 crore patients have got their treatment
so far. The Prime Minister also added that out of these 3.5 crore patients, many were cancer
patients. The Ayushman Bharat Scheme has saved about 40 thousand crore rupees of the
patients. He informed that more than 500 medicines for cancer treatment witnessed upto 90 per
cent reduction in price, saving upto one thousand crore rupees.
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The Prime Minister said that for the first time, modern technology was being incorporated in the
health sector on such a large scale. While concluding his address the Prime Minister added that
the Ayushman Bharat Digital Health Mission is ensuring every patient gets quality healthcare
facilities, on time, with minimum hassle. The Prime Minister highlighted the anticipated launch of
Made in India 5G services will revolutionize the remote healthcare sector. “This will reduce the
compulsion of the patients from poor families of the village to visit the big hospitals time and
again”, he said. The Prime Minister also emphasised on the need to help patients and families in
fighting the depression caused by cancer. He said, “As a progressive society, it is also our
responsibility to bring change and openness in our thinking about mental health. Then only the
right solution will be found for this problem.”

Background
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In an endeavour to provide world-class Cancer care to the residents of Punjab and neighbouring
states & UTs, the Prime Minister has dedicated ‘Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital & Research
Centre’ to the Nation at Mullanpur, New Chandigarh, Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar District,
Mohali. The Hospital has been built at the cost of over Rs. 660 Crore by Tata Memorial Centre,
an aided institute under the Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India.
The cancer Hospital is a tertiary care hospital with a 300-bed capacity. It is equipped with
modern facilities to treat all types of cancers using every available treatment modality like
Surgery, Radiotherapy and Medical Oncology - Chemotherapy, immunotherapy and Bone
marrow transplant.
The Hospital will function like a ‘hub’ of cancer care and treatment in the region, with the 100
bedded hospital in Sangrur functioning as its ‘spoke’.
Speaking at inauguration of Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital & Research Centre in Mohali,
Punjab. https://t.co/llZovhQM5S
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi dedicated Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital & Research
Centre to the Nation at Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar, Mohali today. Governor of Punjab, Shri
Banwarilal Purohit, Chief Minister Shri Bhagwant Mann, Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh were
among those present on the occasion.
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Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister said that today’s event reflects the improved
healthcare facilities of the country. He said that the hospital will provide service to the people of
Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh. He thanked the people of Punjab for their enthusiastic
participation in the Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign.
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Referring to his proclamation that he made from the ramparts of the Red Fort about making
India a developed nation, the Prime Minister said “To make India developed, it is equally
important to develop its health services.” The Prime Minister said that when the people of India
will get modern hospitals filled with modern facilities for treatment, then they will get well sooner,
and their energy will be channelled in the right direction. The Prime Minister reiterated the
government’s commitment to create facilities for cancer treatment. He noted that Tata Memorial
Centre is now equipped for treatment of 1.5 lakh new patients every year. He said that the new
hospital and the AIIMS at Bilaspur will reduce the burden on PGI Chandigarh and provide much
relief to the patients and their families.
The Prime Minister remarked that a good healthcare system doesn't just mean building four
walls. He emphasised that the healthcare system of any country becomes strong only when it
gives solutions in every way, and supports it step by step. The Prime Minister further added that
holistic healthcare has been placed among the top priorities in the country in the last eight years.
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The Prime Minister noted that today, the health facilities of the country are being improved by
working together on six fronts. Elaborating on all six fronts, the Prime Minister mentioned the
first front is the promotion of preventive healthcare, the second front is to open small and
modern hospitals in villages, the third front is to open medical colleges and big medical research
institutes in cities, fourth front is to increase the number of doctors and paramedical staff across
the country, fifth front is to provide cheap medicines, cheap equipment to the patients, and the
sixth front is to reduce the difficulties faced by patients by using technology.
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Talking about preventive approach, the Prime Minister said that due to the Jal Jeevan Mission,
the number of patients suffering from waterborne diseases has gone down considerably.
Similarly, cleanliness, Yoga, fitness trends, Poshan Abhiyan, Cooking gas etc. are bringing
down the number of patients. On the second front, quality testing facilities have been created
and more than 1.5 lakh Health and wellness centres are being established. Out of which 1.25
have already been established. In Punjab about 3000 centers are functioning. All over the
country, more than 22 crore people have been screened for cancer out of which 60 lakh
screenings took place in Punjab.
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The Prime Minister further added that once the disease is detected, then the need for such
advanced hospitals arises where serious ailments can be treated properly. The Prime Minister
highlighted that the central government is working on the target of at least one medical college in
every district of the country. The Ayushman Bharat scheme under health infrastructure mission
is creating modern health facilities at the district level at the cost of 64 thousand crore rupees, he
added. The Prime Minister reiterated that at a time, there were only 7 AIIMS in the country but
that number has gone up to 21 now. The government has approved about 40 specialized cancer
institutes across the country, out of which many hospitals have already started providing
services.
The Prime Minister emphasised that it is important to build a hospital and it is equally important
to have a sufficient number of good doctors, and other paramedics as well. The Prime Minister
reiterated that this work is being carried out on mission mode in the country, today. “Before
2014, there were less than 400 medical colleges in the country. That is, less than 400 medical
colleges in 70 years. At the same time, in the last 8 years, more than 200 new medical colleges
have been built in the country.” the Prime Minister said. The Prime Minister pointed out that the
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government has also recognized more than 5 lakh AYUSH doctors as allopathic doctors and it
has helped in improving the doctor-patient ratio in India. Ayushman Bharat has provided free
treatment up to Rs 5 lakh to the poor and as a result, 3.5 crore patients have got their treatment
so far. The Prime Minister also added that out of these 3.5 crore patients, many were cancer
patients. The Ayushman Bharat Scheme has saved about 40 thousand crore rupees of the
patients. He informed that more than 500 medicines for cancer treatment witnessed upto 90 per
cent reduction in price, saving upto one thousand crore rupees.
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The Prime Minister said that for the first time, modern technology was being incorporated in the
health sector on such a large scale. While concluding his address the Prime Minister added that
the Ayushman Bharat Digital Health Mission is ensuring every patient gets quality healthcare
facilities, on time, with minimum hassle. The Prime Minister highlighted the anticipated launch of
Made in India 5G services will revolutionize the remote healthcare sector. “This will reduce the
compulsion of the patients from poor families of the village to visit the big hospitals time and
again”, he said. The Prime Minister also emphasised on the need to help patients and families in
fighting the depression caused by cancer. He said, “As a progressive society, it is also our
responsibility to bring change and openness in our thinking about mental health. Then only the
right solution will be found for this problem.”

Background
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In an endeavour to provide world-class Cancer care to the residents of Punjab and neighbouring
states & UTs, the Prime Minister has dedicated ‘Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital & Research
Centre’ to the Nation at Mullanpur, New Chandigarh, Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar District,
Mohali. The Hospital has been built at the cost of over Rs. 660 Crore by Tata Memorial Centre,
an aided institute under the Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India.
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The cancer Hospital is a tertiary care hospital with a 300-bed capacity. It is equipped with
modern facilities to treat all types of cancers using every available treatment modality like
Surgery, Radiotherapy and Medical Oncology - Chemotherapy, immunotherapy and Bone
marrow transplant.
The Hospital will function like a ‘hub’ of cancer care and treatment in the region, with the 100
bedded hospital in Sangrur functioning as its ‘spoke’.
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Speaking at inauguration of Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital & Research Centre in Mohali,
Punjab. https://t.co/llZovhQM5S
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MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT
SIGNED A MOU WITH NATIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies
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Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment had signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with National Health Authority (NHA) for providing a Comprehensive Medical Package to
Transgender Persons under Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY today at Dr. Ambedkar International
Centre, New Delhi. MoU was signed by secretary Shri R. Subrahmanyam, Department of Social
Justice and Empowerment under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and Dr. R.S.
Sharma Chief executive officer National Health Authority, under the Ministry of Health and family
welfare in the presence of Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister of Social Justice and
Empowerment and Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare.
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On this occasion, Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar said that this joint initiative of the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Social Welfare and Empowerment is first of its
kind in the Country and will not only give a new direction to our society, but also provide
Transgender Persons rightful and respectable place in the society.
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The Minister said that under this medical health package, a special "Ayushman Bharat TG Plus"
card is being provided for the transgender society by linking the SMILE scheme with the
"Ayushman Bharat Scheme" of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, under which more
than 50 health facilities are being provided. Benefits will be given free of cost. Going a step
further for the Transgender society, provision has been made for cosmetic surgery under this
card. India will be the first country in the world to provide free of cost facilities like cosmetic
surgery to the transgender community under a government scheme. Simultaneously, a person
belonging to a transgender society from any state, any part of India will be able to take
advantage of this card in any hospital affiliated with Ayushman Bharat.

Dr. Virendra Kumar said that Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay is committed to realize his dream of
"Antyodaya" to bring every oppressed and marginalized section of the society into the
mainstream and in that direction, the MoU is being signed. This is a very important step. This
joint initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment will not only give a new direction to our society, but will also give its proper and
respectable place to the transgender society. He said Government of India is dedicated for
bringing change in the society with steps for five assurances: Education, Life with dignity, Health
support, Opportunities for livelihood and Skill Enhancement.
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On this occasion, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare that the
government is working in a decisive way to not only recognize rights of the transgender
community but has taken various systematic steps for their welfare. He congratulated the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment for taking several initiatives for the transgender
community, be it “The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019”, Garima Greh, PM
Daksh program or other schemes/initiatives taken recently.
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Dr. Mandaviya said that today’s MoU between National Health Authority (NHA) and the Ministry
of Social Justice & Empowerment (MoSJE) will extend all healthcare benefits to transgender
persons (holding a transgender certificate issued by the National Portal for transgender persons)
across the country. MoSJE will fund Rs.5 lakh insurance cover per transgender beneficiary per
annum. A comprehensive package master is being prepared for transgender category including
the existing AB PM-JAY packages and specific packages (Sex Reassignment Surgery (SRS)
and treatment) for transgenders. They will be eligible to seek treatment in any of the AB PM-JAY
empanelled hospitals across the country, where specific packages are available. The scheme
would cover all transgender persons not receiving such benefits from other centre/state
sponsored schemes.
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Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is providing identity cards to the people of the
transgender society by registering them at the central level, provision of scholarship has been
made, transgender protection cells are being set up, skill development programs are being done
as well as provision has also been made for the Transgender society for a "comprehensive
medical health package".
Senior officials from both two ministries and members from transgender community were also
present at the event .
****
MG/RNM
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment had signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with National Health Authority (NHA) for providing a Comprehensive Medical Package to
Transgender Persons under Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY today at Dr. Ambedkar International
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Centre, New Delhi. MoU was signed by secretary Shri R. Subrahmanyam, Department of Social
Justice and Empowerment under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and Dr. R.S.
Sharma Chief executive officer National Health Authority, under the Ministry of Health and family
welfare in the presence of Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister of Social Justice and
Empowerment and Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare.
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On this occasion, Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar said that this joint initiative of the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Social Welfare and Empowerment is first of its
kind in the Country and will not only give a new direction to our society, but also provide
Transgender Persons rightful and respectable place in the society.

The Minister said that under this medical health package, a special "Ayushman Bharat TG Plus"
card is being provided for the transgender society by linking the SMILE scheme with the
"Ayushman Bharat Scheme" of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, under which more
than 50 health facilities are being provided. Benefits will be given free of cost. Going a step
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further for the Transgender society, provision has been made for cosmetic surgery under this
card. India will be the first country in the world to provide free of cost facilities like cosmetic
surgery to the transgender community under a government scheme. Simultaneously, a person
belonging to a transgender society from any state, any part of India will be able to take
advantage of this card in any hospital affiliated with Ayushman Bharat.
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Dr. Virendra Kumar said that Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay is committed to realize his dream of
"Antyodaya" to bring every oppressed and marginalized section of the society into the
mainstream and in that direction, the MoU is being signed. This is a very important step. This
joint initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment will not only give a new direction to our society, but will also give its proper and
respectable place to the transgender society. He said Government of India is dedicated for
bringing change in the society with steps for five assurances: Education, Life with dignity, Health
support, Opportunities for livelihood and Skill Enhancement.
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On this occasion, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare that the
government is working in a decisive way to not only recognize rights of the transgender
community but has taken various systematic steps for their welfare. He congratulated the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment for taking several initiatives for the transgender
community, be it “The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019”, Garima Greh, PM
Daksh program or other schemes/initiatives taken recently.
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Dr. Mandaviya said that today’s MoU between National Health Authority (NHA) and the Ministry
of Social Justice & Empowerment (MoSJE) will extend all healthcare benefits to transgender
persons (holding a transgender certificate issued by the National Portal for transgender persons)
across the country. MoSJE will fund Rs.5 lakh insurance cover per transgender beneficiary per
annum. A comprehensive package master is being prepared for transgender category including
the existing AB PM-JAY packages and specific packages (Sex Reassignment Surgery (SRS)
and treatment) for transgenders. They will be eligible to seek treatment in any of the AB PM-JAY
empanelled hospitals across the country, where specific packages are available. The scheme
would cover all transgender persons not receiving such benefits from other centre/state
sponsored schemes.
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Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is providing identity cards to the people of the
transgender society by registering them at the central level, provision of scholarship has been
made, transgender protection cells are being set up, skill development programs are being done
as well as provision has also been made for the Transgender society for a "comprehensive
medical health package".
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Senior officials from both two ministries and members from transgender community were also
present at the event .
****
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MAHARASHTRA TO GET ITS FIRST “DIVYANG PARK’’
IN NAGPUR:
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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A ‘Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’ for distribution of aids and assistive devices to Senior citizens
under ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ (RVY Scheme) and to ‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP Scheme
of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India was organized by the
Department of SJ&E in association with ALIMCO, Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC) and
District Administration Nagpur today at Reshimbagh Ground in Nagpur (Maharashtra).
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The Chief Guest of the function Shri Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister of Road Transport and
Highways inaugurated the distribution camp and distributed different kind of aids & assistive
devices to Divyangjan and Sr. Citizens in the presence of Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister of
Social Justice and Empowerment.
A total of 241200 aids and assistive devices worth Rs. 3483.00 Lakh will be distributed free of
cost under central Government Scheme to 27356 Senior Citizens and 7780 Divyangjan
beneficiaries.
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Speaking on the occasion Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari said that serving the person
belonging to marginalized section of the society and the one who stand’s last in the que must
get benefit of government scheme to empower them is the aim of our Government. He
extended his gratitude towards Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister of Social Justice &
Empowerment for Implementing social welfare schemes under his Ministry in Nagpur city.
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Addressing the gathering Dr. Virendra Kumar announced that Ministry has provided all possible
support to established the first “Divyang Park” of Maharashtra in Nagpur and the work towards
this endeavor will be started soon. “Divyang Park” will have different kind of facilities for
Divyangjans like sensory garden, textile Pathway touch and smell garden, skill training facility,
rehabilitation facility, Sports & infotainment etc.
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Different type of assistive devices will be distributed among identified Sr. Citizens & Divyangjan
beneficiaries in a phase manner who were registered during assessment camps organized by
ALIMCO in association with NMC and District Administration, Nagpur at various locations in
Nagpur Urban & Rural Area. These assessment camps for identification of beneficiaries where
conducted during the month of February to May this year.
In the inaugural distribution camp at Reshimbagh Ground a total 68683 Aids and Assistive
devices value of worth Rs 919.00 Lakhs will be distributed among the 9018 pre-identified
beneficiaries (8164 Senior Citizens and 854 Divyangjan) of South Nagpur.
Different type of assistive devices which will be distributed among the identified beneficiaries of
South Nagpur includes 30 Motorized Tricycle, 98 Tricycle, 1520 Wheelchairs, 305 Crutches,
6488 Walking Sticks, 21 Braille Kit, 75 Braille Cane, 09 Rollators, 4166 Hearing Aid Machines,
102 MSIED Kit, 11 C.P. Chair, 64 Smart Phone, 6436 Cervical Collar, 211 Callipers other major
items for Sr. Citizens includes 13 Foot Care units, 1585 Tri Pod, 1247 Spinal Support, 8107 LS
Belt, 213 Wheelchair with Commode, 7677 Chair Stool with Commode, 7855 Silicon Foam
Cushion, 03 Walking Stick with Seat, 581 Walker, 4763 Spectacles, 16168 Knee Braces, 935
Denture.
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Shri Surendra Singh, Additional Secretary, Department of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt.
of India, Shri Radhakrishan B., Commissioner, Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC), Shri Vijay
Humne, Dupty Commissioner, NMC, Nagpur, Dr. Vipin Itankar, District Collector, Nagpur, Shri
Yogesh Kumbhejkar, CEO, Nagpur Zila Parishad & other senior officers from Municipal
Corporation and ALIMCO also present during the function.
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A ‘Samajik Adhikarita Shivir’ for distribution of aids and assistive devices to Senior citizens
under ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ (RVY Scheme) and to ‘Divyangjan’ under the ADIP Scheme
of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India was organized by the
Department of SJ&E in association with ALIMCO, Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC) and
District Administration Nagpur today at Reshimbagh Ground in Nagpur (Maharashtra).
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The Chief Guest of the function Shri Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister of Road Transport and
Highways inaugurated the distribution camp and distributed different kind of aids & assistive
devices to Divyangjan and Sr. Citizens in the presence of Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister of
Social Justice and Empowerment.
A total of 241200 aids and assistive devices worth Rs. 3483.00 Lakh will be distributed free of
cost under central Government Scheme to 27356 Senior Citizens and 7780 Divyangjan
beneficiaries.

IA

Speaking on the occasion Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari said that serving the person
belonging to marginalized section of the society and the one who stand’s last in the que must
get benefit of government scheme to empower them is the aim of our Government. He
extended his gratitude towards Dr. Virendra Kumar, Union Minister of Social Justice &
Empowerment for Implementing social welfare schemes under his Ministry in Nagpur city.
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Addressing the gathering Dr. Virendra Kumar announced that Ministry has provided all possible
support to established the first “Divyang Park” of Maharashtra in Nagpur and the work towards
this endeavor will be started soon. “Divyang Park” will have different kind of facilities for
Divyangjans like sensory garden, textile Pathway touch and smell garden, skill training facility,
rehabilitation facility, Sports & infotainment etc.
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Different type of assistive devices will be distributed among identified Sr. Citizens & Divyangjan
beneficiaries in a phase manner who were registered during assessment camps organized by
ALIMCO in association with NMC and District Administration, Nagpur at various locations in
Nagpur Urban & Rural Area. These assessment camps for identification of beneficiaries where
conducted during the month of February to May this year.
In the inaugural distribution camp at Reshimbagh Ground a total 68683 Aids and Assistive
devices value of worth Rs 919.00 Lakhs will be distributed among the 9018 pre-identified
beneficiaries (8164 Senior Citizens and 854 Divyangjan) of South Nagpur.
Different type of assistive devices which will be distributed among the identified beneficiaries of
South Nagpur includes 30 Motorized Tricycle, 98 Tricycle, 1520 Wheelchairs, 305 Crutches,
6488 Walking Sticks, 21 Braille Kit, 75 Braille Cane, 09 Rollators, 4166 Hearing Aid Machines,
102 MSIED Kit, 11 C.P. Chair, 64 Smart Phone, 6436 Cervical Collar, 211 Callipers other major
items for Sr. Citizens includes 13 Foot Care units, 1585 Tri Pod, 1247 Spinal Support, 8107 LS
Belt, 213 Wheelchair with Commode, 7677 Chair Stool with Commode, 7855 Silicon Foam
Cushion, 03 Walking Stick with Seat, 581 Walker, 4763 Spectacles, 16168 Knee Braces, 935
Denture.
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CENTRE ASKS EDIBLE OIL PRODUCERS TO DECLARE
NET QUANTITY IN VOLUME WITHOUT TEMPERATURE
IN ADDITION TO DECLARING THE SAME IN WEIGHT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Consumer Rights in India

m

Centre has advised the Edible Oil Manufacturers/ Packers/ Importers to declare net quantity on
edible oil etc. in volume without temperature in addition to declaring the same in weight. They
have also been advised by the department of Consumer Affairs to correct their labeling of
declaring net quantity in the units of volume without mentioning temperature with weight of the
product, within six months from the date of direction issued i.e. upto January 15, 2023.
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Under the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011 it is mandatory to declare the
net quantity in terms of standard units of weight or measure apart from other declarations on all
pre-packaged commodities in the interest of consumers.
As per the provisions made under the rules the net quantity of edible oil, vanaspati ghee etc.
needs to be declared either in weight or volume and if declared in volume, then the equivalent
weight of the commodity mandatorily to be declared. It is observed that industries are
proactively mentioning temperature while declaring the net quantity in volume.
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The manufacturers/ packers/ importers are declaring net quantity of edible oil etc. in volume
mentioning the temperature at the time of packing along with the units of mass. Few
manufacturers were depicting the temperature as high as 600C. It has been observed that such
declaration of net quantity of edible oil, vanaspati ghee etc. in terms of volume keeping the
volume fixed (for example 1 litre) at different temperatures with mass, which differs, when the
packaging mentions a higher temperature. The weight of soyabean edible oil may be different at
different temperatures keeping the volume one litre, as follows:

Sr. No.

Temperature

cr

Weight (in g)
1

210C

919.1
2
300C
913.0
3
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40 C
906.2
4
500C
899.4
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5
600C
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892.6

Therefore, weight of edible oil is different at different temperature. Hence, to ensure that the
consumer get the correct quantity in the package at the time of purchase, the manufacturers/
packers/ importers of edible oil etc. have been advised to pack the said products without
mentioning temperature and to ensure that the quantity declared on the package in volume and
mass should be correct.
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Centre has advised the Edible Oil Manufacturers/ Packers/ Importers to declare net quantity on
edible oil etc. in volume without temperature in addition to declaring the same in weight. They
have also been advised by the department of Consumer Affairs to correct their labeling of
declaring net quantity in the units of volume without mentioning temperature with weight of the
product, within six months from the date of direction issued i.e. upto January 15, 2023.
Under the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011 it is mandatory to declare the
net quantity in terms of standard units of weight or measure apart from other declarations on all
pre-packaged commodities in the interest of consumers.
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As per the provisions made under the rules the net quantity of edible oil, vanaspati ghee etc.
needs to be declared either in weight or volume and if declared in volume, then the equivalent
weight of the commodity mandatorily to be declared. It is observed that industries are
proactively mentioning temperature while declaring the net quantity in volume.
The manufacturers/ packers/ importers are declaring net quantity of edible oil etc. in volume
mentioning the temperature at the time of packing along with the units of mass. Few
manufacturers were depicting the temperature as high as 600C. It has been observed that such
declaration of net quantity of edible oil, vanaspati ghee etc. in terms of volume keeping the
volume fixed (for example 1 litre) at different temperatures with mass, which differs, when the
packaging mentions a higher temperature. The weight of soyabean edible oil may be different at
different temperatures keeping the volume one litre, as follows:

Sr. No.
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210C
919.1
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913.0
3
400C
906.2

500C
899.4
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600C

892.6

cr

Therefore, weight of edible oil is different at different temperature. Hence, to ensure that the
consumer get the correct quantity in the package at the time of purchase, the manufacturers/
packers/ importers of edible oil etc. have been advised to pack the said products without
mentioning temperature and to ensure that the quantity declared on the package in volume and
mass should be correct.
***
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PRACTO TOLD TO MAKE ITS APP DISABLEDFRIENDLY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The court of the Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD) on Wednesday
ordered Practo, the online healthcare service provider, to make its website and app fully
accessible for the disabled, affirming that legal requirements and guidelines on accessibility
applied to private companies.
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“This court recommends that Respondent No. 1, i.e. Practo Technologies Pvt. Ltd. shall comply
with the government guidelines and shall make necessary modifications within 6 months and not
later than 9 months from receiving the copy of this Recommendation-Order, to its app and other
Information & Communication Technology platforms to make such platforms accessible for
divyangjan (sic),” the order of Commissioner for PwD Upma Srivastava said.
The CCPD was hearing a complaint filed by a lawyer with 100% visual impairment, Rahul Bajaj,
regarding the website and app being inaccessible and not in compliance with accessibility
standards. He said the app’s home screen was unorganised and inaccessible with screen
reading software, buttons were not labelled or had “nonsensical labels”.
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Of enormous potential

IA

Mr. Bajaj also said Practo was not in compliance with Section 46 of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (PwD) Act, 2016, which sets a two-year timeline for service providers “whether
government or private” to provide services in accordance with Central government accessibility
rules.

The CCPD also recommended that the Director-General of Health Services under the Health
Ministry should ensure that Practo was accessible for PwD.

cr

Speaking to The Hindu on Friday, Mr. Bajaj, who is a co-founder of Mission Accessibility, said
the order had enormous potential to change the lives of PwD. “The fight for digital accessibility is
essentially for the disabled to be able to access products that others take for granted. It is not to
be adversarial towards service providers, but rather to be solution-oriented,” he said.
A Practo spokesperson did not respond for request for comment as of writing on Friday evening.
However, in an earlier response, it reaffirmed its committment to making healthcare accessible
and affordable for all.
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LUMPY SKIN DISEASE WILL NOT IMPACT MILK
PRODUCTION: AMUL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

R.S. SodhiVIJAY SONEJI
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The Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) played havoc in the country, killing thousands of cattle in many
States. The situation in Gujarat is completely under control and the disease will not impact the
milk production, sales or its prices in the long run, said R.S. Sodhi, Managing Director (MD) of
Amul, the cooperative giant in the milk sector.
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Vaccination must

Mr. Sodhi told The Hindu that the decrease in milk production in Gujarat, where 91,000 cases of
LSD were reported, was just 0.25%. Proper vaccination could curb the disease in other parts of
the country too, he said and offered to share Amul’s expertise with other States to deal with the
situation.
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“Vaccination is the best way to curb the disease. On the national level, I don’t think there will be
any impact in the production due to the LSD. We had a good monsoon. Milk production will
improve now. In the organised sector, LSD had no impact on production and procurement. I also
don’t see any impact of LSD on the milk prices and milk production in the long term,” Mr. Sodhi
said.
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Mr. Sodhi said Gujarat faced LSD for the second year in a row, reporting more than 91,000
cases of LSD and 3,260 deaths this time. The disease was reported first from the Saurashtra
region, in the districts adjoining Rajasthan. In 2021, it was more in south Gujarat.
“The government’s veterinary infrastructure is very strong in Saurashtra region. In northern and
central Gujarat, we have very good infrastructure. So we made joint teams immediately and
decided to provide treatment for affected animals. It takes seven to 12 days for an animal to
recover from this disease. During the time, milk production decreases to 50 to 70%,” he said.
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He said vaccination of animals around the affected areas was also started simultaneously. “We
created a ring of vaccination around those affected areas to prevent spreading of the disease.
Till now we have vaccinated around 33 lakh animals. The government also imposed restriction
on movement of animals. As a result, the spreading stopped. The recovery rate of affected
animals is also good. The decrease in production was about 50,000 litres a day out of the daily
production of two crore litres. It was just 0.25%. As of now, in Gujarat the LSD is in total control.
There are no new cases. The production of milk is also normal now,” he said.
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AUSTRALIA DEMANDS APPLE, META, MICROSOFT
SHARE ANTI-ABUSE STEPS, THREATENS FINES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Australia demands Apple, Meta, Microsoft share anti-abuse steps, threatens fines | Photo Credit:
REUTERS
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An Australian regulator sent legal letters to Facebook owner Meta Platforms , Apple Inc. and
Microsoft Corp. demanding they share their strategies for stamping out child abuse material on
their platforms or face fines.
(Sign up to our Technology newsletter, Today’s Cache, for insights on emerging themes at the
intersection of technology, business and policy. Click here to subscribe for free.)
The e-Safety Commissioner, a body set up to protect internet users, said it used laws which took
effect in January to compel the technology giants to disclose measures they were taking to
detect and remove abuse material within 28 days. If they did not, the companies would each
face a fine of A$555,000 ($383,000) per day.
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The threat underscores Australia's hardline approach to regulating Big Tech firms since 2021,
which has so far included laws forcing them to pay media outlets for displaying their content and
laws making them hand over details of anonymous accounts which post defamatory material.
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The internet firms have meanwhile been under pressure around the world to find a way to
monitor encrypted messaging and streaming services for child abuse material without
encroaching on user privacy.
"This activity is no longer confined to hidden corners of the dark web but is prevalent on the
mainstream platforms we and our children use every day," said commissioner Julie Inman Grant
in a statement.
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"As more companies move towards encrypted messaging services and deploy features like
livestreaming, the fear is that this horrific material will spread unchecked on these platforms,"
she added.
A spokesperson for Microsoft, which owns the video calling service Skype, said the company
had received the letter and planned to respond within 28 days.
A spokesperson for Meta, which also owns the messaging service WhatsApp, said the company
was still reviewing the letter but continued to "proactively engage with the eSafety Commissioner
on these important issues".
Apple, which owns the video messaging service FaceTime, messaging service iMessage, and
photo storing service iCloud, did not immediately respond to an email seeking comment.
The eSafety Commissioner referred to figures provided by the U.S. National Center for Missing
& Exploited Children, which said this year it had received 29.1 million reports of child abuse
material from internet companies, of which just 160 were from Apple while 22 million were from
Facebook.
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NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ASKS
ASSAM TO SUBMIT REPORT ON CUSTODIAL DEATH
OF NAGALAND MAN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC
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National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has sought an action taken report from the police
in eastern Assam’s Sivasagar district regarding the custodial death of a Naga tribal man on
August 21. The directive followed a complaint by Amal Kanti Chakma of Indigenous Lawyers’
Association of India (ILAI). E. Henveih Phom,35, of Anaki-C village in Mokokchung, died under
suspicious circumstances while in custody, the complainant said.
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TRIBE CATEGORISATION WORK DELAYS SEED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Long-running issue:A protest in Tamil Nadu demanding community certificates as denotified
tribes.File photo
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Till 8 p.m. on Monday, the Union Social Justice Ministry received 402 applications online from
across the country for benefits under the Scheme for Economic Empowerment of Denotified,
Nomadic, Semi-nomadic (SEED) Tribes. More than 10 crore Indians from 1,400 communities
belong to these groups, show the latest estimates available with the government.
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None of the applications received so far on the SEED’s online portal has been approved yet.
Multiple officials say the exercise to categorise all 1,400 communities under the Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward Classes is holding up the implementation of the
scheme, unveiled in February by Social Justice Minister Virendra Kumar.
Welfare options
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The scheme aims to provide free competitive exam coaching to students, health insurance and
financial assistance for housing and uplift clusters of these communities through livelihood
initiatives. The Ministry has been allocated Rs. 200 crore for this scheme to be spent over five
financial years from 2021-22 to 2025-26.
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At the time of the launch, the Ministry announced that the scheme would be implemented
through an online portal that would issue a unique ID to each applicant to apply and track the
status of the application online.
Of the applications received on the portal so far, 17 are for free coaching, 111 for health
insurance, 222 for housing, and 52 for livelihood assistance, the Ministry said.
The applications are still being reviewed at the State and district levels, officials said.
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While the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) and Tribal Research Institutes are studying 267
uncategorised communities to classify them under SC, ST, or OBC, inconsistencies have been
hindering the processing of SEED applications. The categorisation of these communities by the
Idate Commission left room for inaccuracies as outlined by the commission in its 2018 report.
For instance, some communities such as the Banjara were under the SC list in Delhi, the ST list
in Rajasthan and the OBC list in Uttar Pradesh.
The commission said some communities were under different lists in different districts even
within a State.
NITI Aayog officials monitoring the exercise told The Hindu , “The AnSI is expected to submit
reports on all the communities by October.”
Government officials said the categorisation of DNTs, NTs and SNTs is essential for the
implementation of SEED because there is no schedule in the Constitution providing for their
reservation. “So, we are asking State governments to uniformly categorise these communities
under SC, ST, or OBC lists and then provide a sub-categorisation in their certificates, declaring
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them as either DNT, NT, or SNT,” an official said.
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