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TALIBAN ORDER BAN ON POPPY CULTIVATION
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Linkages of organized crime with terrorism

Troubled yield:Afghan farmers harvesting raw opium in the Helmand province, in this file
photo.APAP File Photo
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The Taliban announced on Sunday a ban on the cultivation of narcotics in Afghanistan, the
world’s biggest opium producer.
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“As per the decree of the supreme leader of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, all Afghans are
informed that from now on, cultivation of poppy has been strictly prohibited across the country,”
according to an order from the Taliban’s supreme leader Haibatullah Akhundzada.
“If anyone violates the decree, the crop will be destroyed immediately and the violator will be
treated according to the Sharia law,” the order, announced at a news conference by the Ministry
of Interior in Kabul, said. The order said the production, use or transportation of other narcotics
was also banned.
Drug control has been one major demand of the international community of the Islamist group,
which took over the country in August and is seeking formal international recognition in order to
wind back sanctions that are severely hampering banking, business and development.
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Increased production
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The Taliban banned poppy growing towards the end of their last rule in 2000 as they sought
international legitimacy, but faced a popular backlash and later mostly changed their stance,
according to experts.

Afghanistan’s opium production — which the United Nations estimated was worth $1.4 billion at
its height in 2017 — has increased in recent months, farmers and Taliban members said.
The country’s dire economic situation has prompted residents of south-eastern provinces to
grow the illicit crop that could bring them faster and higher returns than legal crops such as
wheat.
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Resistance expected

Taliban sources told Reuters they were anticipating tough resistance from some elements within
the group against the ban on poppy and that there had been a surge in the number of farmers
cultivating poppy in recent months.
A farmer in Helmand who spoke on condition of anonymity said that in recent weeks prices of
poppy had already more than doubled on rumours the Taliban would ban its cultivation. But he
added that he needed to grow poppy to support his family.
“Other crops are just not profitable,” he said.
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MINT
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Basics of Cyber Security and related matters

Government departments have begun opening up their datasets but we still lack a data regulator

m

My first column this year was a data wish list for 2022. The first wish was that we get to see
survey data that have been delayed or suppressed. The second was a new law backing an
empowered statistical regulator. The third was the opening up of administrative datasets
collected by government departments as part of routine work.
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Administrative datasets are generated using public funds but are typically withheld from the
public. So I am glad to report that things appear to be changing. In an unprecedented step, the
Union ministry of rural development has released data on key facilities (roads, bus stands,
schools, hospitals, panchayat offices, agri-markets, etc) across 1 million rural habitations of the
country. This dataset is a byproduct of India’s flagship rural roads scheme, the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY).
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A key goal of the PMGSY is to provide all-weather roads in the hinterlands to connect rural
habitations (clusters of dwellings or village sub-units) to important sites such as schools or bus
stands. The ministry used a weighting formula to prioritize roads that would link a habitation to a
secondary school, hospital or a mandi (agri-market). To collect data, field engineers fanned out
across India over the past few years to record the geographic coordinates of these facilities on
an application developed by the Pune-based Centre for Development of Advanced Computing
(C-DAC). The data on these facilities have now been released as part of the rural connectivity
dataset (https://geosadak-pmgsy.nic.in/OpenData). It is perhaps one of the most granular geotagged datasets available in the public domain today. Given the paucity of rural data, this
database could help researchers and private firms understand and serve rural India better. The
dataset has been released under an open data licence, which means that it can be used freely
by both public and private organizations.
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Like any other administrative dataset, this one too poses several statistical challenges.
Coverage and definitions vary across states because state-level officials were given the
discretion to tailor the scheme according to the needs of each region. There could be errors in
some location coordinates as well. So the data cannot be naively merged with other databases
without accounting for these definitional, coverage, and quality issues.
Yet, this data release is highly promising on three counts. First, the data release has been done
in an open and accessible format, which makes it easy for developers to build other applications
or conduct research. The open data licence will also enable officials in other government
departments to mine the data intensively without having to go through a Kafkaesque maze of
approvals. The biggest beneficiary of open government data of this kind is the government itself.
Despite limitations, rural connectivity data can be of immense value in framing rural policies.
Second, the ministry’s data team is open about both the strengths and weaknesses of the
dataset, and is keen to improve data quality. The data team is engaging with data users to make
them aware of the potential uses of the dataset, context under which it was collected, and also
to collect feedback, said Harsh Nisar, the lead data scientist at the ministry’s data insights unit.
The ministry is trying to work out a governance mechanism to incorporate public responses on
deficiencies in the dataset, such as missing habitations or roads, he added.
Third, the ministry has tied up with what is perhaps India’s largest open data community,
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DataMeet. Started by Bengaluru-based techies S. Anand and Thejesh G.N. on 26 January 2011,
DataMeet has grown into a country-wide community of data nerds today, with its membership
running into the thousands. Like many other journalists, I have benefited from its high-quality
discussions and pool of resources. The ministry, too, is likely to gain much from its engagement
with DataMeet.
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DataMeet acts as a channel of communication among data users through its mailing list, which
is also used to update and upgrade its repository of open data and maps. In its early years, the
group would petition ministries and departments to open up their datasets. With ministry officials
now reaching out to them, life seems to have come full circle for the community. Community
partners such as DataMeet can help import the geo-tagged facilities into an open map
framework such as OpenStreetMap (an open-source alternative to Google Maps) for wider use,
said Nisar.
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The rural development ministry’s example could inspire other ministries to start opening up their
datasets. Involvement of the open data community in these initiatives can help improve data
accessibility and quality. If all open datasets are connected via common geographic identifiers,
then they could generate rich insights for both the government and private sector.

IA

This process can become smoother over time if the government standardizes data formats and
definitions across states, departments and ministries. Lack of such standardization means that a
data user has to use a fair number of assumptions and adjustments to be able to use the
available public datasets. This adds to the cost of doing business or research in the country, and
slows down innovation. This is where an empowered data regulator such as a statutory National
Statistical Commission could play a vital role by harmonizing data standards and pulling up data
laggards within the government.
If only the second wish in my wish list were to come true now.
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Pramit Bhattacharya is a Chennai-based journalist. His twitter handle is pramit_b
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TAIWAN ISSUES WARTIME SURVIVAL HANDBOOK
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: null

Taiwan’s military published a handbook on Tuesday advising civilians on how to prepare for a
potential Chinese invasion, including where to find bomb shelters and how to stockpile
emergency supplies.
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China’s Communist Party has never controlled self-ruled Taiwan but it nonetheless views the
island as part of its territory and has vowed to one day seize it, by force if necessary.

S.
co

Those threats have turned more bellicose under Xi Jinping, China’s most authoritarian leader in
a generation.
Russia’s recent invasion of Ukraine has also heightened fears that China might one day follow
through on threats to annex its smaller neighbour.
The 28-page guide contains information that “the general public can use as an emergency
response guideline in a military crisis or natural disaster,” Defence Ministry spokesman Sun Lifang said during an introduction at an online press conference.
First time
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It is the first time Taiwan’s military has published such a handbook.
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Drawn from similar guides by Sweden and Japan, it tells residents where to find bomb shelters
via mobile phone apps and what to do in an emergency including how to distinguish air raid
sirens.
“The guide is for the public to better prepare themselves before a war or disaster happens,” Liu
Tai-yi, an official of the Ministry’s All-Out Defense Mobilization Agency, said.
It includes information on basic survival skills for the public during air raids, massive fires,
building collapses, power outages and natural disasters.
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DOVAL TO LEAD FIRST INTERNATIONAL
INTELLIGENCE HEADS’ DELHI MEET
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Various Security Forces & Agencies and their mandate

Cordial relations:PM Narendra Modi during the inaugural session of Raisina Dialogue 2020 in
New Delhi.PTI
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Two days before the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) begins its annual Raisina Dialogue in
Delhi, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval will lead discussions at India’s first such conference of
intelligence agency chiefs, also being held in the capital on Sunday.
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The conference, modelled on the lines of the annual Munich Security Conference and
Singapore’s Shangri-La dialogue, is expected to bring together heads and deputy heads of the
top intelligence and security organisations from more than 20 — mostly Western — countries
and their allies. Intelligence chiefs and deputies from Australia, Germany, Israel, Singapore,
Japan and New Zealand are among those expected to attend the conference.
Officials said the conference is being organised by country’s external intelligence agency, the
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) and the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) that
reports to National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval.
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Sources said U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director William Burns and Canadian
Security Intelligence Services (CSIS) director David Vigneault were expected originally, but had
to cancel their attendance in the last few days due to different reasons. As a result, meetings on
the sidelines of the “Five eyes alliance” of the U.S., U.K., Canada, New Zealand and Australia,
who coordinate on terrorism and security issues, as well as a first meeting of Quad countries’
intelligence chiefs have been shelved.
The NSCS conference comes just before the MEA’s “flagship conference on geopolitics and
geoeconomics”, the Raisina dialogue, held annually since 2016, kicks off on Tuesday.
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Officials said that the intention of the conference was not a “meet and greet”, but a more
“sustained” plan to make connections between the agencies. Each session will be followed by
intensive interactions between participants and specialists in each area of intelligence
operations. The intelligence chief meeting on Sunday will be overshadowed by the war in
Ukraine, and the impact of Russia’s strikes on Ukrainian cities as well as measures and
sanctions by western countries against Russia.
Along with the humanitarian situation arising from the strikes and deaths of thousands of
civilians, American and European officials have been warning about the threat of nuclear, and
chemical-biological warfare during the conflict. India has also been keen to ensure the focus on
events in Europe do not take away from international cooperation on security threats in the
region, including Afghanistan, Pakistan and from China at the Line of Actual Control. The Modi
government’s refusal to criticise Russia directly, and continue to discuss trade and payment
mechanisms with Moscow, circumventing the EU and the U.S. sanctions, would see more
behind-the-scenes conversations, the sources expected.
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‘NAGAS WITHOUT BORDERS’ SPREADS MESSAGE OF
UNITY
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

Colour and pomp:A Tangkhul Naga folk dance during the programme.Rahul Karmakar
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The visits of Nokpai Chonglymn and Chhangpoh S.V. to India for education, healthcare or for
procuring essentials have been “too routine to remember”.
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But the two Naga leaders, separated from each other by “four days’ journey” in Myanmar’s
Sagaing Division, are unlikely to forget a special Sunday – April 24 – that brought them together
and hundreds of other tribespeople for an event titled ‘Nagas Without Borders’ organised by the
Zingtun Tangkhul Katamnao Long (ZTKL), a Tangkhul Naga students’ body, on its 75th
anniversary at Talui in Ukhrul district.
About 105 km northeast of State capital Imphal, Talui is an iconic Naga village dominated by the
Tangkhuls. It is the birthplace of Mazachang Raikhan, a railway officer who founded the ZTKL in
1947.
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“We harbour the hope that we will be together one day, that the artificial borders cannot keep us
separated. We, the Nagas living in Myanmar, are still in darkness, underdeveloped and living in
sheer hopelessness. Nagas living within the Indian administrative areas are more privileged,” Mr
Chonglynm, the president of the Eastern Naga Students’ Association (ENSA), told an emotional
gathering at the Talui football ground.

ac
k

Mr. Chonglymn and his associates travelled miles mostly on dirt tracks to reach Talui. Many
others, including members of cultural troupes, could not cross over to India due to security
reasons although India and Myanmar have a free movement agreement for border residents.
Rego Shonsei, the adviser to ENSA from Chamkock village across the border, said the military
coup in Myanmar in February 2021 has compounded the problems of the Nagas there.
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CABINET APPROVES UPGRADATION OF 2G MOBILE
SITES TO 4G AT SECURITY SITES IN LEFT WING
EXTREMISM (LWE) AREAS
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Linkages of organized crime with terrorism
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved a
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) project for upgrading 2G mobile services to 4G at
security sites in LWE areas.
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The Project envisages upgrading2,343 left Wing Extremism Phase-I sites from 2G to 4G
mobile services at an estimated cost of Rs.1,884.59 crore (Excluding taxes and levies). This
includes O&M for five years. However, BSNL will maintain the sites for another five years at
its own cost. The work will be awarded to BSNL because these sites belong to BSNL.
The Cabinet also approved funding of operations and maintenance cost of LWE Phase-I 2G
sites by BSNL for an extended period beyond the contractual period of five years at an
estimated cost of Rs.541.80 crore. The extension will be up to 12 months from the date of
approval by the Cabinet or commissioning of 4G sites, whichever is earlier.
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Government chose BSNL for a prestigious project to indigenous 4G telecom equipment so as
to achieve self-reliance in the telecom gear segment to fulfil domestic market needs apart
from exporting to other markets. This 4G equipment will be deployed in this project also.
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The upgradation will enable better internet and data services in these LSW areas. It meets
the requirements of Ministry of Home Affairs and the state governments. It shall also fulfil the
communication needs of the security personnel deployed in these areas. The proposal is in
line with the goal of providing mobile connectivity in rural areas. In addition, delivery of
various e-governance services, banking services, tele-medicine; tele-education etc. through
mobile broadband shall be possible in these areas.
*****
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved a
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) project for upgrading 2G mobile services to 4G at
security sites in LWE areas.
The Project envisages upgrading2,343 left Wing Extremism Phase-I sites from 2G to 4G
mobile services at an estimated cost of Rs.1,884.59 crore (Excluding taxes and levies). This
includes O&M for five years. However, BSNL will maintain the sites for another five years at
its own cost. The work will be awarded to BSNL because these sites belong to BSNL.
The Cabinet also approved funding of operations and maintenance cost of LWE Phase-I 2G
sites by BSNL for an extended period beyond the contractual period of five years at an
estimated cost of Rs.541.80 crore. The extension will be up to 12 months from the date of
approval by the Cabinet or commissioning of 4G sites, whichever is earlier.
Government chose BSNL for a prestigious project to indigenous 4G telecom equipment so as
to achieve self-reliance in the telecom gear segment to fulfil domestic market needs apart

Page 11
from exporting to other markets. This 4G equipment will be deployed in this project also.
The upgradation will enable better internet and data services in these LSW areas. It meets
the requirements of Ministry of Home Affairs and the state governments. It shall also fulfil the
communication needs of the security personnel deployed in these areas. The proposal is in
line with the goal of providing mobile connectivity in rural areas. In addition, delivery of
various e-governance services, banking services, tele-medicine; tele-education etc. through
mobile broadband shall be possible in these areas.
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MEGHALAYA TRIBES OPPOSE BOUNDARY DEAL
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

An autonomous tribal council in Meghalaya has formed a coordination committee to prepare the
ground to challenge the partial boundary deal with Assam in court.
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The Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council (KHADC) constituted the committee on Tuesday
with representatives of five traditional Khasi tribal States called Himas. Each of these Himas
have areas bordering Assam.
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The KHADC is one of the three tribe-based councils in Meghalaya. The other two are the Garo
Hills Autonomous District Council and the Jaintia Hills Autonomous District Council.
Filing petition

“The council will file a petition in the court opposing the memorandum of understanding to settle
six of the 12 disputed sectors on the Assam-Meghalaya boundary once our boundary panel
studies the report of the coordination committee,” Pynshngain N. Syiem, a member of the
KHADC, said.
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“We have to seek redressal from the court as the State government is adamant about not
reviewing the boundary deal,” he added. Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and his
Meghalaya counterpart, Conrad K. Sangma, had signed the understanding on January 29 to
settle the border dispute in six “less complicated” sectors. The Centre gave its assent to the
agreement two months later.
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REPORTING OF CYBER BREACHES MADE
MANDATORY FOR ALL FIRMS
Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Basics of Cyber Security and related matters
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The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) has made it mandatory for all
service providers, intermediaries, data centre providers, corporates as well as government
organisations to report cyber incidents within six hours of their detection.
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To strengthen India’s overall cybersecurity position, the country’s nodal cybersecurity agency
has also issued additional directions relating to synchronisation of ICT system clocks,
maintenance of logs of ICT systems and subscriber/customer registration details by data
centres, virtual private server (VPS) providers, VPN service providers and cloud service
providers.
“To coordinate response activities as well as emergency measures with respect to cybersecurity
incidents, CERT-In calls for information from service providers, intermediaries, data centres and
body corporate,” the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) said in a statement.
“During the course of handling cyber incidents and interactions with the constituency, CERT-In
has identified certain gaps causing hindrance in incident analysis,” it added.
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It said that to address the identified gaps and facilitate incident response measures, CERT-In
had issued directions relating to information security practices, procedure, prevention, response
and reporting of cyber incidents. These directions will take effect after 60 days.
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“Any service provider, intermediary, data centre, body corporate and government organisation
shall mandatorily report cyber incidents… to CERT-In within 6 hours of noticing such incidents or
being brought to notice about such incidents,” the directions issued by CERT-In state.
CERT-In has identified gaps that cause hindrance in incident analysis

cr

Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

