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NEW ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES TO USE UNIVERSAL
DESIGN APPROACH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The guidelines include ramps, grab rails and facilities for persons with disabilities .K. Gopinathan

m

The Centre will soon notify the latest version of guidelines and standards for accessibility, based
on which a certificate course for students as well as government and private sector construction
professionals is in the works, according to persons involved with the process.

S.
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The draft, “Harmonised guidelines and standards for universal accessibility, 2021,” prepared by
a team of the Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee (IIT-Roorkee) and the Housing and Urban
Affairs Ministry’s think tank National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA), were first published by the
Central Public Works Department (CPWD) in December 2021. A revised version of the
guidelines was submitted to the CPWD by the team last week and was likely to be published
online within a week, according to the sources. After that, the Social Justice and Empowerment
Ministry will be sent the guidelines for notification, they said.

IA

Hitesh Vaidya, Director of the NIUA, said the guidelines would be incorporated into building
bylaws as well. He said a certificate course on the guidelines was in the works. The course
could be made mandatory for those working in various public projects and would be open to
students, he said.
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“Accessibility is not an option, it is a necessity and should be mandatory to transcend all forms
for age, ability and gender. As such, it is imperative that the built environment is inherently
accessible to all. The harmonised guidelines provide a conduit for the government and private
construction agencies to incorporate measures for universal accessibility during all stages of
construction,” Mr. Vaidya said.
He added that a committee had been formed by the Ministry to come up with standards. “The
framework prepared by the committee will help with the implementation of the guidelines in all
new and retrofitting construction work. The guidelines will be shared with the State governments
and city administrations,” he said.

cr

The guidelines, which will succeed the 2016 version once notified, go from a barrier-free
approach to a universal design approach. Professor Gaurav Raheja, who headed the IIT,
Roorkee team, said the aim of the guidelines was also to hand-hold stakeholders through the
process and be educational. The guidelines had been made more reader-friendly, and had both
the minimum standards required and recommendations for best practices, he said.
Apart from standards for ramps, grab rails and facilities for persons with disabilities (PwD), the
guidelines also included maintenance.
Professor Raheja said while rules regarding accessibility features in government buildings have
been in place, the implementing agencies would encounter the problem of items such as swing
bars and Braille plates not being listed on the Delhi Schedule of Rates (DSR), the CPWD’s list of
building materials and their rates. As a result, the items would be considered “special items”,
leading to variation in quality and prices, he added.
The revised guidelines, however, recommend that these items be listed in the DSR, which would
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make it easier for officials to procure items of a particular standard and price. Accessibility had
been included in masterplans, not just site plans, he said.
He added that the guidelines sought to build “citizen connect”.
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PURSUING AN AGGRESSIVE HINDUTVA IN
KARNATAKA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies
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Class 10 students verify their hall ticket numbers displayed on a notice board of a government
school before the commencement of the annual SSLC exams in Bengaluru. | Photo Credit: AFP
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A wave of social unrest has been sweeping Karnataka, a State well known for peace and
harmony and for being host to India’s information technology revolution in the capital city of
Bengaluru. Of late, this Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-ruled State has seen a spate of incidents
aimed at spreading communal hate and denting the relationship between Hindus and Muslims.
Although these incidents have largely been localised, their recurrence and the government’s
tacit approval of them are matters of serious concern. Obviously linked to the Assembly
elections due in a year’s time, the situation is likely to persist unless met with a decisive rebuff
from civil society.
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The controversy over students wearing the hijab in classrooms, incidents of some right-wing
fringe organisations barring Muslim vendors at temple fairs, and the campaign against halal
meat are in continuation of a long train of such events in quick and calculated succession. An
open economic boycott of Muslims from public places is unprecedented even in coastal
Karnataka, which is considered as an incubation centre of hard-line Hindutva politics, much less
in the rest of the State.
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The communal scene took a turn for the worse especially after Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai
took over from his predecessor B.S. Yediyurappa in mid-2021. Under Mr. Yediyurappa, who was
nurtured in diehard Hindutva traditions, the right-wing fringe groups were a little restrained, and
the government was not seen as openly backing the Hindutva agenda. Ironically, under Mr.
Bommai, whose roots are in socialist traditions of the undivided Janata Dal, fringe groups seem
to be having a field day, and the state policy has moved rightward. The BJP has clearly revised
its political strategy in Karnataka. It has abandoned its earlier tactic of toeing a less aggressive
Hindutva line combined with highly localised, caste-based electoral mobilisation; it is instead
pursuing an aggressive Hindutva agenda now, in the run-up to the elections in early 2023.
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So far, the BJP has never been able to win a simple majority in Karnataka, the only southern
State where it has a considerable base. On both occasions when it formed the government
(2008 and 2019) it had to cobble together a majority by driving dissension in the Opposition
ranks. Moreover, despite years of hard work by both the party and its ideological partners, the
BJP has not been able to build a stable support base across the State. Its expansion draws
primarily on the popularity of individual leaders who secure the support of their fellow caste
voters. Thanks to Mr. Yediyurappa, the party has the backing of the dominant Lingayats. It
enjoys the support of a considerable chunk of the Scheduled Tribes of central Karnataka
because of another leader, B. Sriramulu. It has managed to cultivate a section of Dalits, who felt
shortchanged by successive Congress regimes, through political patronage. These social
constituencies support the BJP because of their loyalty to leaders and not because of fidelity to
the party’s ideology.
The BJP is now seeking a more reliable and ideologically driven social base unmediated by
individual leaders. It expects a religion-based polarisation of voters to help achieve this. The BJP
and its frontal organisations are thus busy spreading its known narrative of projecting Hindus as
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victims of historical injustice, Muslims as enemies of the nation, and the Congress as an ‘antiHindu’ party. A series of laws and policies have either been passed or are in the offing to
appease Hindus and rein in Muslims. Prominent among them are an anti-cow slaughter law, an
anti-conversion law, a law to free temples from government control, and a proposal to make the
study of the Bhagavad Gita compulsory in schools.
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In parallel, right-wing fringe groups constantly scout for issues ranging from alleged ‘love jihad’
to cow slaughter to the use of loudspeakers in mosques, which can potentially polarise Hindu
and Muslim voters. The hijab controversy helped the right wing take the ‘us’ versus ‘them’
narrative to the classrooms. Kannada billboards displayed at various places as part of the
economic boycott of Muslims declared that Muslims were unwelcome to the venue of temple
fairs as “they do not follow the law of the land, disrespect the judiciary, and mercilessly butcher
the sacred cow”. The reference to disrespect for the judiciary is about a bandh observed by
Muslim traders to express their concern over the Karnataka High Court verdict disallowing
Muslim girls from wearing the hijab in classrooms.
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As fringe groups go on enforcing moral policing and economic boycott of Muslims, the
government’s default response has been either silence or extension of tacit support. The Law
Minister sought to justify the ban on Muslim vendors from temple fairs by pointing to a previous,
unrelated Government Order that disallowed the leasing out of properties adjacent to temple
premises to non-Hindus. The Chief Minister virtually justified rampant incidents of moral policing
saying they were “mere reactions”. He initially refused to speak on the campaign against halal
meat. Only when entrepreneur Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw took to Twitter to express concern over
the economic implications of communal politics did he respond saying the matter would be
investigated. The government’s complicity in and sanction for the spread of hate has
emboldened the perpetrators, making a mockery of the rule of law. As a retired bureaucrat
cryptically put it: earlier it was common for the people of Karnataka to worry about the prospects
of their State becoming an Uttar Pradesh; now, the people of Uttar Pradesh have every reason
to worry about their State becoming a Karnataka.
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There is a view that the Karnataka electorate does not accept aggressive Hindutva. A case in
favour of this view is the decisive rejection of the BJP in coastal Karnataka in the 2013 elections
after the region saw a spate of attacks on churches. However, this is not enough to conclude
that Karnataka voters have a characteristic distaste for the politics of communal divide. In the
coastal region, the BJP followed the same strategy more stridently in 2018 and won 16 of 19
seats. The coastal experiment has given confidence to the BJP to try out the same electoral
strategy in other parts of the State.
A counter-narrative built around the State’s vaunted traditions of social harmony and the havoc
that divisive politics will potentially inflict on Karnataka’s economic image and strength is hardly
forthcoming. The State Congress seems to be in eternal confusion when it comes to confronting
communal politics. The Congress has not yet come out with an effective strategy to counter the
politics of hate as it seems to be worried about offending the Hindu voters. The Janata Dal
(Secular) is more vocal, but it takes a case-on-case position, rather than a consolidated stand
against communalism. The response from civil society has been sporadic and dispersed, if not
totally muted.
A. Narayana is Associate Professor of Public Policy and Governance, Azim Premji University,
Bangalore. Views are personal
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MAKING SPORTS ACCESSIBLE FOR AL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Avani Lekhara during the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games in Asaka, Japan. | Photo Credit: AP
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The Tokyo 2020 Paralympics was a watershed moment for Indian sports. History was written
when a Paralympic gold medal was won by a female Indian athlete for the first time. This
achievement was an important symbol of how far India has come in using sports to foster
inclusion. It also became a conversation starter about how Indian women are finally claiming
space for themselves in what is traditionally seen as a male-dominated field. To build on the
successes of the Paralympics, it is important to provide more opportunities and an enabling
environment for greater participation of women and persons with disabilities in sport.
We know that when sports become inclusive, they have the potential to transform not just the
lives of those playing but also of the wider community by encouraging the values of fair play.
Systems and structures that give a voice and opportunities to everyone tend to be more stable
and peaceful. It is no wonder, therefore, that sports are at the heart of the UN’s 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. In its contribution towards achieving educational, health and equality
outcomes, sport plays a vital role in furthering the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
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However, in India, like in many other parts of the world, COVID-19 challenged the inclusive
legacy of the 2020 Paralympics, in turn threatening the wider benefits that sports can generate
for individuals and communities. As lockdowns and social distancing measures were imposed,
fewer people were practising and benefiting from sports. This intensified physical inactivity and
the deterioration of mental health. Data from UNESCO’s worldwide survey of school physical
education show that some 70% of physical education teachers consider their students’ physical
and mental health to have worsened during the pandemic, with children with disabilities among
the most affected. This crisis context is backlit by a landscape where already not enough was
being done to ensure equal participation for all in sports. Budget allocations for physical
education and sport remain low. In addition, social and cultural barriers restrict the participation
of women and girls in sport. The sports landscape is far more unfavourable for women and girls
with disabilities, with opportunities minimised due to discriminations based on gender and
disability. This necessitates the need for making sports accessible and inclusive for all by
challenging the stigma and stereotypes that surround women and persons with disabilities in
sport.
In this respect, sports are a creative tool that can be used to reach across divisions to promote
inclusion and equality. Inertia is always an easy choice, but it is time that we use sports as an
enabler in COVID-19 response and recovery strategies. Recovering from the crisis means
making communities healthier, stronger and more resilient. Societies will need to prioritise
solutions that benefit all people to ‘build back better’. Creating an inclusive sporting culture
requires effective policies, progressive curricula focused on quality physical education, and wellequipped/trained physical education professionals. It also requires good coordination among the
different organisations and bodies with an interest in sports, and flexibility to account for the
cultural, demographic, and infrastructural diversity in India.
To support this vision, UNESCO is launching its Fit for Life flagship initiative in India. Fit for Life
is designed to activate smart investments in impactful sport policies, school curricula, and
grassroots participation to scale up effective solutions tackling rising physical inactivity, mental
health issues, social exclusion, and inequalities. In doing so, and alongside complementary
ongoing initiatives such as the Fit India campaign and Khelo India, it is hoped that there will be
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greater collaboration for healthier, more inclusive and equitable communities.
Since marginalised communities, women and persons with disabilities are often ignored in
sporting policies and activities, increasing their visibility in all aspects of sport should be
considered as an important tool to enhance their participation in sport. Promoting female role
models is therefore an imperative to strengthen the engagement of women and girls in sports.

m

Today, as we mark the UN International Day of Sport for Development and Peace, we are
presented with an opportunity to recognise the role sport plays in making our world a better
place. Through our efforts, we hope to break stereotypes so that everyone feels confident to
engage and excel in sports.
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Eric Falt is Director and UNESCO Representative of the UNESCO New Delhi cluster office
covering Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka. Avani Lekhara is India’s
first-ever and only female Paralympic gold medallist. She is championing the UNESCO Fit For
Life campaign in India
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THE CUET MANDATE WARRANTS CAUTIOUS
IMPLEMENTATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

There should have been debate | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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Central universities may have been caught unawares when the University Grants Commission,
or UGC (which looks into the ‘coordination, determination and maintenance of standards of
university education in India’), made it mandatory from this year for them to admit students in
their undergraduate programmes solely on the basis and merit of scores in the Central
University Entrance Test (CUET). They have little time to lose if they want to salvage their
academic session. The National Testing Agency (NTA) of the Ministry of Higher Education,
which has the responsibility of conducting the entrance tests for all the Central universities for
the academic session 2022-23, has announced the details of the test. Registration began from
April 2 and the application window will end on April 30. The test is tentatively scheduled for midJuly.
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Few central universities appear ready to guide prospective students about certain essential
details that they need while registering for the test. Students must know which language to
choose. Since they can appear in a maximum of six out of the 27 domain knowledge subjects,
they must know which are the ones which would be required by a university for admission to
different courses. Universities with much larger numbers of undergraduate programmes need to
take a cautious and careful call in this regard.
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Central universities, apparently, have no option but to follow the mandate. A few that mustered
the courage to seek an exemption have been denied this. The idea of academic autonomy and
the argument that formalisation, uniformity, and standardisation often pull down quality to the
lowest common denominator are unlikely to impress. The odds are stacked against them.
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The institutions of national importance (INIs), i.e., the Indian Institutes of Technology, the Indian
Institutes of Information Technology, the National Institutes of Technology, and the Indian
Institutes of Management, already admit students on the basis of a single common entrance
examination, either exclusively or in combination of past academic records. The Indian Institutes
of Science Education and Research (autonomous institutions under the Ministry of Education)
are probably the only exception to follow a holistic approach. Since a significant proportion of
INIs are ranked higher in national and world rankings than the central universities, none is likely
to heed their cry that the CUET would lower their standards and quality.
Despite reservations by a few States, particularly Tamil Nadu, and also many self-financed
private and minority medical colleges, the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(undergraduate), or NEET, has become obligatory for admission into medical programmes in all
kinds and types of institutions across the country. Further, 12 central universities have been
admitting students on the basis of a single common entrance test. Eight deemed universities
have already consented to follow CUET scores and chances are that the remaining ones would
also fall in line, as they are directly regulated by the UGC.
The arguments that entrance tests undermine the importance of board examinations and distract
students from their studies in schools were given a goodbye a long time ago by the central
universities themselves. Most admit students on the basis of their own entrance tests, often
programme by programme. The CUET may find favour with students for it might widen their
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academic choices and save them the cost, the hassle and the inconvenience of attempting
many different tests, though they might realise later that the Central Board of Secondary
Education-based test may pose a huge disadvantage to an overwhelmingly large number of
students from the State Boards.

m

Concerns about the quality of the tests arising on account of the autonomy, competence,
credibility and expertise of the NTA (which were pointed out so well in the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020), may also not find many takers as only a few central universities would be
able to show the validity, the reliability and the consistency of their own entrance tests. The NTA
may have faltered in maintaining rigour, resulting in the leakage of national level tests, but
universities too may not be able to prove that they have been very successful in having a
foolproof system to design and conduct their own entrance tests.
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The only large central university that has been admitting students on the basis of board marks
so far has had its share of troubles. It has been criticised for fixing the cutoffs at such absurd
levels that even those scoring centum were unsure of joining a college or course of their first
choice.
This is not to argue that the CUET is the best method. World-class universities and the countries
in which they are situated do not insist on admitting students singularly on the quantitative score
of a common test. Instead, respecting the idea of academic autonomy, they grant their faculty
the freedom to evolve holistic criteria for admission.
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The NEP 2020 too while mentioning the need for ‘a common principle for entrance examination’
had emphasised the point that it should be done ‘with due regard to the diversity and university
autonomy’. Further, the policy mentions in no uncertain terms that ‘it would be left to the
individual universities and colleges to use NTA assessments for their admissions’.
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Since the world is yet to invent a single best method of doing anything, the best possible method
needs to be evolved through discussions, deliberations and in consultation with the
stakeholders. It would have certainly been better, and in good taste, had the UGC taken the
universities into confidence and given due consideration to their concerns.
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The centrally-funded technical educational institutions, central universities, and deemed
universities, put together, account for a mere 5.08% enrolment in higher education. The
remainder, 94.92%, are in self-financed State private and public funded State universities, and
their colleges.
As the UGC contemplates making the CUET mandatory for admission in all higher educational
institutions across the country, it must realise that the anxieties, compulsions, concerns and
realities of the State sector may be very different. Besides, higher education being in the
concurrent list and, thus, a joint responsibility of the Union and State governments warrants that
the States are taken into confidence before their institutions are subjected to a single common
entrance test.
Finally, regulatory reforms, in particular the establishment of the Higher Education Commission
of India (HECI), as prescribed by the NEP 2020, need to be expedited, as there is a built-in
consultative mechanism in the form of the General Education Council (GEC), for the speedy and
thoughtful implementation of the NEP.
Furqan Qamar is former Adviser (Education) in the Planning Commission. The views expressed
are personal
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THE CHILD AT THE CENTRE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON MISSION VATSALYA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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Schemes designed for social good do well on intent, but their success depends on whether they
are built on principles of sustainability and work within structures of accountability. While the
Centre’s intent to provide ‘integrated benefits to children and women’ is behind the
comprehensive revamping of the Department of Women and Children’s schemes, is this a rejig
constructed with rules that will ensure maximising benefit for shareholders — women and
children? Mission Vatsalya, which has been operationalised, is one of the new triad of schemes
along with Mission Shakti, and Poshan 2.0, that aims at securing a healthy and happy childhood
for every child. Components under Mission Vatsalya include statutory bodies; service delivery
structures; institutional care/services; non-institutional community-based care; emergency
outreach services; training and capacity building. The impact of this on one of the pillars of
India’s child protection services, the ChildLine, has been giving child rights activists sleepless
nights. ChildLine (1098), the 24-hour toll free helpline for children in distress, will be manned by
the Home Affairs Ministry under Mission Vatsalya, Union Minister Smriti Irani said last year,
citing the need to ‘preserve data sensitivity’.
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ChildLine has been in operation for over 25 years, growing gradually to become one of the
largest global networks to assist and rescue children in distress. It has functioned as a publicprivate partnership between the government and civil society organisations to provide a firstresponder safety net, and kick start the process of rescue and rehabilitation of children. A road
map to implement the scheme is not yet available, but it is understood that police personnel will
first answer the call, handing over implementation to NGOs later. This flies in the face of the
facts invoked while setting up the ChildLine in 1996 — children do not feel comfortable confiding
in police personnel. It also sought to reduce the burden on the police force, by invoking their
assistance only if the circumstances necessitated it. This was proven beyond doubt during a
short-lived experiment in Chennai around 2003 when ChildLine calls were diverted to All Women
Police Stations (AWPS) — they were inundated with calls, hampering regular work. Sometimes,
all the children wanted was to spend some time talking to someone, or they were making
multiple blank calls before they picked up the courage to tell all. In many cases, police
intervention was not needed at all. The old system was hurriedly revived, and order restored.
The Centre will do well to incorporate these responses as it sets out a road map for a key aspect
of child protection. Above all, it must consider the issue from the perspective of the key
beneficiary of this scheme — the child — and make sure that his/her safety, security and
happiness are ensured in a bond born of trust, necessarily going beyond the letter of the law.

Our code of editorial values
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 13
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-04-07

A CANDID CONVERSATION ABOUT THE ‘CAGED
PARROT’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

Getting back on track | Photo Credit: PTI
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The Chief Justice of India (CJI), Justice N.V. Ramana, must be lauded for his candid appraisal
recently of the pathetic state of India’s investigating agencies. Last week in Delhi, while
delivering the annual (and the 19th edition) D.P. Kohli Memorial Talk organised by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), the CJI minced no words in condemning the utter subordination of
agencies to the executive and its disastrous consequences for the cause of justice.
D.P. Kohli was the first Director of the CBI after the agency was renamed the CBI in 1963 from
the earlier Special Police Establishment. A man of impeccable character, he was faceless and
fearless, and a model to be emulated by his successors.
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The CJI has not said anything new at the lecture that we in India do not already know. But
coming as it did from the head of the Indian judiciary, his stern warning that investigating
agencies will pay a heavy price for their utter willingness to stoop to please politicians should be
taken seriously by all outfits, especially the CBI, which has had a patchy record with regard to
political interference in sensitive investigations. The CJI called upon investigators to stand up to
unethical pressures in order not to betray the trust reposed in them by the public. He even
dropped a hint that if middle- and senior-level investigators deviated from the path of objectivity
and neutrality, they would pay for it dearly. We have already seen how the Supreme Court of
India and High Courts have often admonished investigators for their sloppiness and deviation
from ethics. Therefore, we need a strong Supreme Court and equally strong High Courts to keep
our investigators on the straight and narrow path.
There is no denying the fact that the CBI has been grossly misused by successive governments.
This is why in December 1997, another fearless judge, Justice J.S. Verma had lambasted the
then CBI Director in the so-called Hawala case, rebuking him for stalling the investigation at will,
thereby sending inappropriate signals to his subordinates in the crucial investigation.
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Justice Verma was so provoked by state of affairs that he went on to prescribe a new clinical
procedure for the selection of the CBI chief, giving him also a much needed and fixed tenure of
two years during which he could not be removed by the government. It may not be an
exaggeration to say that earlier, CBI Directors were changed at will almost like how one would
wear new garments every day. This mandatory tenure was meant to insulate the CBI Director
from the caprice of the executive. This process has since been expanded to include the CJI in
the selection panel.
It will be incorrect to assert that all this has transformed the CBI into an apolitical and objective
body. Meticulous supervision by the Supreme Court in some important cases has made more
than a marginal difference to the honesty of investigation. There is palpable fear among CBI
officers that the judiciary could intervene were an aggrieved person to prove that an investigator
had been arbitrary and dishonest. It will be unfair to the CBI to say that its investigation has not
acquired any greater uprightness than before even after the many reprimands it had received
from the higher judiciary. My view is also that the allegation of political interference has been
blown out of proportion, because only about 10% of cases handled by the CBI have political
overtones.
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The CBI now has some of the brightest Indian Police Service officers in its higher echelons.
None of them may be expected to be reckless and sacrifice their careers by bending to unethical
pressures from their Director or from the government’s echelons. However, it is not enough if the
middle-rung supervisors alone are straightforward. There needs to be a strong and virtuous
leader who will not only be honest but also stick his neck out to protect his deputies if and when
confronted by an unscrupulous political heavyweight. If the CBI has to tread the path of virtue, it
should have the strongest leader with a distinct belief in the law and ethics.
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Unfortunately, in recent years, at least two Directors brought ignominy to the CBI. This has
proved that whatever the courts may do to enforce discipline and adherence to the law, there
are the odd leaders who could subvert the system. Little can be done to move away from this
unfortunate situation unless there are bold and enlightened persons heading investigation
agencies, and who will be firm with the executive if it tries to intimidate junior officers.

S.
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My own experience is that if one stands up and explains to a Prime Minister why a particular
course of action suggested by a junior Minister or someone in the ruling party was unacceptable,
then one has shown the right path to one’s subordinates within the organisation. It is equally true
that a Prime Minister will support you nine times out of 10 if you present your view in a rational
and reasonable manner. If a Director is unable to display even this element of courage he
should not be heading the organisation. If this honest approach to investigation does not get
fused internally, mere tinkering with the criminal law and the procedure to appoint heads of
important criminal justice organisations will be of no avail.
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It is not that the CJI and the other judges are unaware of some investigating officers swerving
from the right path at the instance of a small-time politician. But they are helpless in their efforts
to stem the rot because many in the higher judiciary do not want to exceed their brief and upset
things.
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There have also been some big fish who have been caught in the net of investigators — a
former Chief Minister of Bihar and a former Home Minister of Maharashtra, are examples. But
given the magnitude of the problem, the steps taken so far to check dishonesty in the higher
echelons of the government are only cosmetic. This is why I am still cynical: however much the
judiciary stands by law enforcement outfits, little will change in terms of the public servant
(including popular and elected Ministers) curbing the unabated corruption in the country.
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Finally, I do not endorse the CJI’s proposal of an umbrella organisation that will oversee all
investigating agencies. This idea was meant to avoid having multiple agencies looking into the
same set of allegations. Apart from its impracticality, such a novel body could generate its own
problems — of turf wars and ego clashes. I would rather have the focus on weeding out the
dishonest among officers and rewarding those who have shown and proven themselves to be
honest and professionally innovative.
R.K. Raghavan is a former CBI Director who now teaches Policing and Criminal Justice at the
Jindal Global University, Sonepat, Haryana
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SC UPHOLDS NEW CURBS ON RECEIVING FOREIGN
FUNDS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other
Stakeholders in Development Process

The top court suggestedthat NGOs could look within the country for donors.Sushil Kumar Verma
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The Supreme Court on Friday upheld amendments introducing restrictions in the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) while holding that no one has a fundamental or absolute
right to receive foreign contributions.
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In a judgment that may hit non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working at the grass-root
level with no direct link to foreign donors, the court reasoned that unbridled inflow of foreign
funds may destabilise the sovereignty of the nation.
The restrictions involve a bar on using operational FCRA accounts to get foreign contributions
and mandatory production of the Aadhaar card for registration under the FCRA. They require
NGOs and recipients to open a new FCRA account at a specified branch of the State Bank of
India in New Delhi as a “one-point entry” for foreign donations.
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The petitioners, including individuals and NGOs engaged in cultural, educational, religious
activities, argued that the amendments suffered from the “vice of ambiguity, over-breadth or
over-governance” and violated their fundamental rights. They said the new regime amounts to a
blanket ban on the capacity of intermediary organisations in India to distribute foreign donations
to smaller and less visible NGOs. But the court countered that the amendments only provide a
strict regulatory framework to moderate the inflow of foreign funds.
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“No one can be heard to claim a vested right to accept foreign donations, much less an absolute
right,” a three-judge Bench led by Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, who authored the verdict, said.
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Free and uncontrolled inflow of foreign funds has the potential to impact the socio-economic
structure and polity of the country. “Philosophically, foreign contribution (donation) is akin to
gratifying intoxicant replete with medicinal properties and may work like a nectar. However, it
serves as a medicine so long as it is consumed (utilised) moderately and discreetly, for serving
the larger cause of humanity. Otherwise, this artifice has the capability of inflicting pain, suffering
and turmoil as being caused by the toxic substance (potent tool) — across the nation,” Justice
Khanwilkar wrote in a 132-page judgment.
The court said charity could be found at home. NGOs could look within the country for donors.
“The presence/inflow of foreign contribution in the country ought to be at the minimum level, if
not completely eschewed. The influence may manifest in different ways, including in
destabilising the social order within the country,” it noted.
Fundamental rights have to give way in larger public interest to the need to insulate the
democratic polity from the “adverse influence of foreign contributions”.
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‘INDIA’S LEARNING POVERTY HAS SHOT UP’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

What was the agenda of your visit to India?

m

World Bank’s Global Director for Education Jaime Saavedra, who was in India last week to
meet Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan to discuss concerns over learning losses
for children due to the COVID-19 pandemic, spoke of the impact of school closures in India, and
the need for reassessment of learning levels as schools reopen after two years.
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We met the Minister of Education [Dharmendra Pradhan] to share with him that as the World
Bank, we emphasise a lot on the work that is needed both globally and in different countries and
to bridge the learning losses due to the impact of the pandemic. Globally, we were living in a
learning crisis even before the pandemic. Now, with this gigantic shock we have had of two
years of children out of school, there has been a dramatic effect on their learning and their wellbeing. Obviously, they share these concerns and we will continue working with them in order to
accelerate the learning process. We visited Gujarat, which is doing a lot of progress on how to
accelerate the process of learning recovery. Then, we were in U.P. to visit schools and in Delhi
we had meetings with NGOs and think tanks.
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This is in the context of the very large support of the World Bank to India which includes a
portfolio of $2.1 billion to the country.
What is your assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on education in India?
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We see the impacts of the pandemic in all countries, but definitely much more in countries in
which the closures have been the longest such as in South Asia and Latin America. According to
our learning poverty calculation, we have found that if before the pandemic, about 53% of
children were not able to read a simple text by the age of 10, which is already a crisis,
unfortunately, with the pandemic, this has shot up to 70%. In India, learning poverty has shot up
from 54% to 70%. We don’t have real data, these are simulations.
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According to Pratham’s ASER survey, in rural Karnataka, the share of Grade 3 students in
government schools able to perform simple subtraction fell from 24% in 2018 to 16% in 2020.
We have seen that roughly what has been lost was the equivalent of the extent of the school
closures.
That is why we need to worry about making sure that we don’t create inter-generational
inequality. If we don’t do something now, this generation will have lower productivity, lower
earnings, lower well-being in the future and that is what we need to avoid.
How can schools work to bridge learning gaps?
The first action is to open schools. Most countries by now have opened schools but still there
are those that have only opened partially. However, that schools are open doesn’t mean
automatically kids are coming back. We need to reach every child to ensure that all of them reenroll. We need very aggressive enrollment campaigns to ensure that they bring kids back to
school [as] many kids are now working, or doing household chores . The second key action is to
assess learning to know where kids are today. Third, we need to prioritise teaching the
fundamentals . Many countries have very rich and dense curriculum with many subjects, but we
need to make sure that at least in the beginning, children are focusing on the fundamentals.
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Fourth, we need to increase catch-up learning which will require very effective instructional time.
[To achieve this] teachers will require a lot of support . And finally, we really need to work on
emotional support for both children and teachers .
Surveys have shown that many students have been forced to withdraw from private
schools and enrol in government schools with a decline in household incomes. But there
are vast quality gaps in private and public schools. How can governments respond to this
transition?
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This is something we see globally. Two things have happened — small private schools have
closed, and parents don’t have resources to pay. This has put more pressure on government
schools. This could be a mixed blessing. Government and private schools will have to increase
the quality of their offering to cover the needs of these children and increase resources or
increase efficiency of their resources or a mix of both.
In response to the pandemic, there is a major thrust by the Indian government on digital
literacy. But given issues in access resulting in widening of losses for those on the
margins, is this a step in the right direction?
The fact that education television and radio came back after being abandoned for many years is
a good development. We need resilient systems because we don’t know what the next natural
disaster is going to be.

IA

On the digital front, educational technology in general has the potential to be a great equaliser,
but it is still a divider around the world. This divide has to be closed by all countries by investing
in not the software or the hardware but the entire ecosystem. But investing in educational
technology by itself is not a solution.
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The pandemic has taught us that the magic of learning happens in the interactions between
students and teachers which will never be replaced by technology. But technology can make the
work of teachers more impactful and effective.
If we don’t act now, this generation will have lower productivity, lower earnings, lower well-being
in the future
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LANGUAGE NO BAR: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON AMIT
SHAH’S STATEMENT ON HINDI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s statement on making Hindi the language of communication for
people of non-Hindi speaking areas or States was absolutely unnecessary. As the chairman of
the Parliamentary Official Language Committee, he is duty bound to promote the spread of the
Hindi language. But, the impression his speech generated at the 37th meeting of the panel in
New Delhi last week is that he wanted to impose the language. Calling for the use of an Indian
language among people who spoke languages other than Hindi, Mr. Shah said Hindi should be
accepted as an alternative to English and not to local languages. It is up to the people of any
two non-Hindi speaking areas or States to decide what their language of communication should
be. If they are comfortable with English, which is also a global language, the Centre has no
business in advising them to abandon English and take to any other language or Hindi, as done
in this case. Mr. Shah’s observations presuppose the position that English is not an Indian
language. What he seems to have overlooked is that English has been recognised as an Indian
language as much as Tamil or Telugu or Hindi have. This recognition is also due to the Sahitya
Akademi, a central institution working for literary dialogue in the country. The Akademi, under
the control of the Ministry of Culture, has, among others, been giving away annual awards for
the best works of English, of course authored by Indians. Besides, the advantage that English
gives to India has to be kept in mind. As pointed out by the president of the Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee, D.K. Shivakumar, Bengaluru became India’s IT capital because of
English. It would be befitting for a person holding the office of Union Home Minister to shed any
aversion to English, which has been a unifying force in a vast and diverse society such as India.
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Expectedly, Mr. Shah’s statement has been condemned politically, especially by the non-BJP
Opposition parties. Even the AIADMK, a party that has been friendly to the BJP, has issued a
statement through its coordinator and former Chief Minister, O. Panneerselvam, who expressed
his disapproval of any move to “impose Hindi.” But, most significantly, it is Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin who rightly lashed out at Mr. Shah for seeking to create a “single identity,”
which, Mr. Stalin has pointed out, will not create unity. It is nobody’s case that Indian languages,
let alone Hindi, should not be nurtured and promoted. They all deserve the support of the state.
Those in power should also follow up their words with substantive measures towards this
direction. But, at the same time, no room should be given for any perception that the promotion
drive will be at the cost of English. Respect for multiculturalism and a pluralistic identity is a
quality that the political class, particularly those in power, should imbibe. Mr. Shah would do very
well if he demonstrates, through words and actions, that he has that quality in abundance.
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THE BEST CHANCE FOR ARCHITECTURE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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Recent documents give a sense of how the National Education Policy (NEP) will play out in
professional education. Architecture, in particular, is set for radical shifts. Many architects hold
the firm view that professional education should be left to professionals. They argue that
practitioners can steer professional education better, as they now do through the Council of
Architecture (CoA).
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The concerns appear valid, and the demand that NEP limit itself to the humanities, science, and
at the most include engineering seems persuasive. However, architects seem to overlook the
historical reasons that bring them under NEP and the inadequacy of their current education
model. An uninspiring approach, poor training, low employability of graduates and a choking
regulatory framework undermine the discipline. NEP is the best chance to set the house right.
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Undergraduate education trains students to practice. Hence, law and medicine have their
independent bodies looking after education. However, historically, architecture was clubbed with
engineering as ‘technical education’ and brought under the Education Ministry. It came under
the purview of the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), set up in 1945. By the time
the AICTE got its statutory footing in 1987, the Architects Act was enacted in 1972, and
education came under the purview of an independent CoA. However, this did not shift it to the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, which would have been more professionally aligned as
law and medicine are with their respective nodal ministries. It is now moot to ask if architects can
reset history. The question to ask is: how can NEP bring progressive practices to architectural
education?
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Four key NEP recommendations can change the course. First, NEP seeks a close connection
between education and profession, and directs professional bodies such as the CoA to set
standards that education will strive to meet. It means that though education commences in
campus, it will mature in practice. Second, undergraduate courses should be liberal, allowing
students to be trained and to help identify their paths. Third, unlike the current model that trains
only a professional apprentice, NEP enables students to take either a practice or a research
route. This is bound to pave the way for diverse programmes and support research training.
Fourth, autonomy will be granted to institutions, which will save them from stifling regulatory
arrangements and the standardised programmes they push.
First, a summary of issues facing architectural education. While design and engineering are
four-year undergraduate programmes, architecture is a five-year programme. The justification
has been that a long and rigorous course is necessary since institutions train profession-ready
students. The assumption that the longer the course, the better the training is spurious. The
regulations do not adequately support industry connections. Those who try incur heavy
additional expenses. As a result, many colleges have inadequate exposure. Finally, despite
architecture practice scaling up and becoming multidisciplinary, education offers less scope for
diverse specialisations and does not equip students to solve complex design problems.
Also read | Physics, chemistry, maths in class 12 not mandatory for architecture: AICTE
NEP’s mission to restructure undergraduate education as a three-year, liberal, broad-based
education bodes well for architecture. Shorter programmes can build sufficient capacities to
work as apprentices in industry/field-based organisation. When combined with another two years
of specialisation and an equal number of years of work experience, the student is better trained
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as a professional. Multiple entries and exits to programmes also enhance flexibility. After three
years, students with an aptitude for research can take another path. For all these to become a
reality, institutions need autonomy. The world over, professional bodies focus on professional
standards and let academic institutions decide their creative ways to meet the objectives. NEP
promises that.
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Architecture institutions pack semesters with many subjects. They far exceed an average of 55
hours work week and deny space for the pursuit of personal development. NEP fixes this issue.
It recommends a choice-based 20-credit-per-semester workload, creating better space for
students to explore. A challenge in recruiting industry experts to teach is that regulations
insufficiently acknowledge them as valid teaching faculty and recommend more full-time
academic staff to meet the faculty-student ratio. By allowing 50% of the staff required to be filled
by visiting faculty, NEP enables more practitioners to teach. Advantages abound. But to convert
them to transformative changes, NEP has to keep to its promise and architects have to embrace
changes.
A. Srivathsan is Professor at CEPT University. Views are personal

Our code of editorial values

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 22
Source : www.livemint.com

Date : 2022-04-12

MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The threat of zoonotic diseases has prompted Indian medical researchers to start monitoring bat
habitats in a bid to locate potential hotspots.
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The move by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) comes at a time when the country
is already dealing with the covid-19 pandemic, which is said to have originated from bats in
Wuhan, China.
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Bats are reservoirs of a host of viruses including Nipah, and have the potential to cause annual
outbreaks and pandemics. Last year, Nipah virus was reported in Kerala and is expected to be
the next big zoonotic disease.
India has witnessed four outbreaks of Nipah virus during 2001–2019. The first was reported in
Siliguri, West Bengal, in 2001 with a case fatality rate (CFR) of 74% having febrile illness and
neurological symptoms in the affected population.
Subsequently, an outbreak was reported from Nadia district, West Bengal in 2007 in which five
people died. The recent emergence of NiV was reported in Kerala during 2018–19 followed by
the latest outbreak last year.
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ICMR–National Institute of Virology, Pune carried out a study to determine the presence of NiV
in bat populations in Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Puducherry and Odisha during
January-November 2019.
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These states are geographically close to the new hotspot of NiV. However, the study could not
be continued for a longer duration due to the ongoing covid-19 pandemic.
A total of 573 bats were collected, out of which 541 belonged to the Pteropus medius bat
species while 32 were Rousettus leschenaultii bats.
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“Around 51 bats (20%) of the 255 Pteropus medius bats from Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry demonstrated presence of anti-Nipah IgG antibodies. However, the presence of
virus couldn’t be detected in any of the throat and rectal swabs of Pteropus medius bats and
Rousettus leschenaultii bats collected during January-November 2019," said Dr. Pragya Yadav,
Senior Scientist at ICMR- NIV Pune adding that they are soon going to resume the bat
surveillance activity across the country.
“The evolving epidemiology of NiV infections in human beings in different geographical regions
alerts us for a detailed nationwide proactive bats surveillance for Nipah Virus throughout the
year to develop effective strategies for the prevention and control of Nipah outbreak in future,"
Dr Yadav said.
Dr Yadav said: “The population of bats in the country is unknown. With at least 109 bat species,
India has an incredible diversity of bats but information on viruses in bats is very meager."
“Global surveillance for emerging infectious diseases has led to the isolation of numerous
viruses from a variety of bat species which includes pathogenic and non-pathogenic zoonotic
and arboviruses. Some of the recent events of bat viruses into humans have occurred through
intermediate hosts (Nipah, Menangle, Tioman, Ebola Reston and SARS-CoV), she said.
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You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.
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potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Single-window portal for pensioners, superannuated elder citizens

m

In a move that will benefit pensioners and superannuated elder citizens, Union Minister Jitendra
Singh has announced the setting up of a single-window portal for these citizens.
Here is all you need to know about the single-window portal for pensioners, elder citizens
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1) "The objective of Common Pension Portal is to create a single window digital mechanism for
pensioners to raise their grievances and get the same resolved without approaching different
authorities in person," he said.
2) Singh said the Portal will not only enable constant contact with pensioners and their
associations across the country.
3) It will also regularly receive their inputs, suggestions as well as grievances for a prompt
response.
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4) He said that all ministries responsible to process, sanctioning or disbursing pension dues, are
interlinked to this system and grievances are forwarded after assessment to the concerned
ministry or department for resolution.
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5)"Pensioners, as well as Nodal officers, can view the status of the grievance online till disposal
in the system.," he added.
The Union Minister informed that since the launch of Doorstep Service for submission of Digital
Life Certificate (DLC) through Postman in November 2020, more than 3,08,625 Life Certificates
through India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) have been done.
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"The facility to submit life certificate online through Jeevan PramaanPortal was launched by the
Prime Minister in November 2014 with the objective to provide a convenient and transparent
facility to pensioners for submission of Life Certificate," he said.
Singh added that doorstep banking for the collection of Life Certificates is in place in 100 cities
by Public Sector Banks and the number of Life Certificates done through Banking Agents is
4,253.
Singh said that the 'Bhavishya' platform, an integrated online pension processing system is at
present being successfully implemented in the main Secretariat of 96 ministries/ departments
including 813 Attached Offices.
Singh directed the officials to create widespread awareness of the initiatives for the welfare of
pensioners through official and social media channels.
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CBI TAKES OVER CASES AGAINST PARAM BIR SINGH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has taken over the probe into five cases registered
against former Mumbai Police Commissioner Param Bir Singh in Maharashtra following the
Supreme Court’s directive.
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Four cases pertain to allegations of extortion, cheating, wrongful confinement, kidnapping for
ransom and other offences. One case was registered by Maharashtra Police under the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, Protection of Civil
Rights Act and the Maharashtra Police Act, besides various provisions of the Indian Penal Code.
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On March 24, the top court had ordered the central agency to take over all the five cases against
Mr. Singh. The apex court had said, “We are of the view that the State itself should have allowed
CBI to carry out the investigation. We are of the prima facie view that there is some concerted
effort which needs investigation by the CBI. What is the truth, who is at fault, how does such a
scenario come to prevail is something which investigation must get into. CBI must hold an
impartial inquiry into all these aspects. We do not want the investigation to be influenced by the
observation of this court.”

Five FIRs
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The Supreme Court had also granted relief to Mr. Singh on November 22, 2021, and directed
Maharashtra Police not to arrest him in all the cases, saying if he was hounded for filing cases
against police officers and extortionists, “what could happen to a common man”.
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The first FIR against the suspended IPS officer is related to extortion in Thane in April 2021; a
police inspector, Bhimrao Ghadge, alleged that Mr. Singh had asked him to extort money from a
person.
Two FIRs were registered against Mr. Singh in Mumbai and Thane by a developer named
Shyamsunder Agarwal, alleging that Mr. Singh falsely implicated him and his nephew Sharad
and extorted money.
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The fourth FIR is by businessman Ketan Tanna and others also alleging that Mr. Singh
threatened him and extorted money. The fifth case is by a hotelier, Bimal Agarwal, who also
accused Mr. Singh of extortion.
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THE KEY PHRASE IS ‘FOCUS ON THE FOETUS, FOR
THE FUTURE’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies
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The focus should be on targeting pregnancy-related diabetes and breaking the vicious cycle of
transgenerational transmission | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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The novel coronavirus pandemic has been an eye-opener to all about what a widespread, global
public health issue looks like. Drawing an analogy from this communicable disease pandemic,
one would be better placed to fathom the range and the depth of another pandemic — a silent
‘pandemic of non-communicable diseases’ (NCDs), i.e., diabetes and related conditions such as
obesity, hypertension and heart disease, sweeping across the world, rapidly yet steadily over the
last few decades.
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To illustrate the global burden of NCDs, let us use the example of diabetes mellitus. Diabetes is
a disease characterised by a sustained increase in blood sugar (“hyperglycemia”) that eventually
affects the blood vessels in the body causing damage of various vital organs that include the
heart, eyes, kidneys, nerves and brain. In the year 2021, the prevalence of diabetes was
estimated by the International Diabetes Federation (IDF) to be 537 million people. On
extrapolating the data to the year 2045, it is safe to say that almost 783 million people will be
living with diabetes. In addition to this, for every person who is known to have diabetes, there is
another person whose diabetes has yet to be detected. Further, a number of people live with
what is called ‘pre-diabetes’, which is the penultimate stage before overt diabetes.
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There is a saying in Tamil that one should not search for the origin of a sage and the
headwaters of a river. But, in the case of diabetes and other NCDs, we have no other option but
to fervently search for the sage and the headwaters before the world faces a deluge.
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While several reasons can be ascribed for this rising trend — these include an aging population,
urbanisation, genetic predisposition, nutrition and lifestyle transition — there is one factor that
has not yet received due attention, namely, diabetes that occurs during pregnancy. Pregnancyrelated diabetes encompasses both newly detected diabetes during pregnancy (or ‘gestational
diabetes’) as well as women with pre-existing diabetes (or ‘pre-gestational diabetes’). For the
sake of simplicity, we will use the broader term ‘Hyperglycemia-in-Pregnancy (HIP)’ that covers
both. The global prevalence of HIP is 16.7% of all live-births. In India, one out of four live-births
is complicated by HIP.
In the 1980s, the British physician and epidemiologist, Prof. David Barker, put forward his
hypothesis of “fetal origins of adult disease”. Prof. Barker stated that a man’s susceptibility to
many of the adult-onset diseases had already been programmed while he was still an unborn,
developing baby (“foetus”) inside his mother’s womb. In this intra-uterine (inside the womb)
programming, any adverse stimulus — say an increased blood sugar level in case of maternal
diabetes — permanently affects the structure, the functioning and the metabolism of the
developing human body at the cellular and tissue levels, thereby predisposing the individual to
disease in adult life.
Furthermore, the pancreas of the foetus (which secretes the hormone insulin), is able to respond
to the maternal blood-sugars present in the blood that go to the foetus. In case the blood sugar
levels are increased, the fetal pancreas secrete excessive insulin, which in turn deposits fat in
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the growing foetus, sometimes even resulting in a ‘big baby’. When this adversely programmed
child grows up, he is faced with an unhealthy environment of high caloric foods, lesser physical
activity and stress. At this point of time, the trigger of the gun loaded inside the womb is pulled
by the environment. Eventually, the child develops diabetes or pre-diabetes. He also becomes
prone to other related NCDs such as hypertension and heart disease.
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The claws of HIP extend even more to reach future generations. The offspring, when an adult,
might transmit unfavourable genetic and epigenetic effects to the next generation. If the offspring
were a girl, she is also prone to develop pregnancy-related diabetes, adding additional adversity
for her progeny. Thus, a vicious cycle is established. Hyperglycemia begets hyperglycemia;
diabetes begets diabetes and the vicious cycle goes on. All of this started at one point — when a
woman developed HIP sometime earlier!
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A major strategic point for checkmating diabetes and other NCDs lies at the intra-uterine level.
To achieve this, action should commence well before conception. In a woman with pre-existing
diabetes, blood sugar values need to be maintained closer to normal levels prior to conception.
She should also maintain a healthy weight. The first trimester in pregnancy is a critical period
when the organ systems of the body begin to form. If any perturbation occurs at this stage, the
damage is likely to persist for life. If such a perturbation could be thwarted, say by achieving
good blood sugar control in the mother, the risk of future NCDs in the offspring could be
minimised. Therefore, the need is that pregnant women should be screened for diabetes at their
very first visit to a maternity clinic. The present recommendation by the ‘Diabetes-inPregnancy–Study Group of India’ (DIPSI) lays emphasis on testing for diabetes in ‘all pregnant
women’ from the ‘early weeks of pregnancy’. Once HIP is detected, further management by
medical nutrition therapy — and if needed, insulin therapy — is done.
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DIPSI, led by its founder-patron, Prof. V. Seshiah from Chennai, has established a ‘single-test
approach’ wherein a pregnant woman is subjected to a single glucose-load by mouth and blood
sugar is tested after two hours. Here, the pregnant woman need not be fasting to undergo the
test. This test has been approved and adapted by the Government of India in its National Health
Mission.
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The time around conception offers a great window of opportunity to optimise metabolic status in
all women in the reproductive age group. The health of offspring and of further generations
depends upon the metabolic health of the pregnant woman. Targeting pregnancy-related
diabetes and breaking the vicious cycle of transgenerational transmission is a wholesome action
to significantly bring down the expanding burden of diabetes and other NCDs.
In recognition of his numerous contributions to the field of pregnancy-related diabetes in India
and around the world, the Government of India has declared the birthday of Prof. Seshiah, which
falls on March 10, as “National Gestational Diabetes Mellitus Awareness Day”. Furthermore,
Prof. Seshiah was conferred the Padma Shri in the field of medicine (as a part of the Republic
Day honours this year). At this juncture, it is wise to reiterate his words on the prevention of
NCDs in the community, i.e., “Focus on the Foetus, for the Future”.
Dr. A. Panneerselvam is Director, Aruna Diabetes Centre, Chennai. Dr. S. Charles Bronson is a
faculty member, Institute of Diabetology, Stanley Medical College and Hospital, Chennai
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VANNIYAR QUOTA: STALIN CHAIRS MEET
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes
& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on Thursday chaired a meeting of Ministers, officials and others to
discuss the steps to be taken in view of the Supreme Court’s order last month that struck down
the 10.5% internal reservation to Vanniyakula Kshatriya community.
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Law Minister S. Regupathy, Minister for Backward Classes Welfare R.S. Rajakannappan, Rajya
Sabha MPs P. Wilson, N.R. Elango, Chief Secretary V. Irai Anbu and senior officials were
present. Last month, the SC struck down the internal reservation for the Vanniyakula Kshatriya
community, holding that it violated the fundamental rights of equality.
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EOI SOUGHT FOR DIGITAL HEALTH ECOSYSTEM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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The National Health Authority (NHA), the implementing agency for the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM), has extended an open invitation to all interested parties for sharing their
Expression of Interest (EoI) in developing innovative solutions aimed at building a national digital
health ecosystem for India.
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“This collaborative approach will not just help speed up the development but also will help in
making digital public goods available to public and/or private entities. Interested parties shall
provide these solutions as a service at no cost to public and/or private entities,” it said on
Thursday.
Seamless platform

It added that ABDM aims to create a seamless online platform that will enable interoperability
within the digital healthcare ecosystem. The mission has been conceptualised as a set of “digital
building blocks”. Each building block is seen as a “digital public good” that can be used by any
entity in the digital health ecosystem and provides key capabilities that enable the ABDM’s
vision.
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“The ABDM endeavours to give impetus to open and interoperable standards in the digital health
ecosystem. Such an undertaking will not only expedite universal health coverage goals in India,
but also have ripple effects on the global health ecosystem,” R.S. Sharma, CEO, NHA, said.
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The NHA inviting all interested parties to contribute to the Unified Health Interface, the Health
Claims Protocol and various other open source digital public goods being created.
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BANK OF INDIA MOVES NCLT AGAINST FUTURE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

Bank of India has moved the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), filing a petition to initiate
insolvency proceedings against debt-ridden Future Retail.
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Earlier this month, Future Retail Ltd. (FRL) had reported a default of Rs. 5,322.32 crore to its
lenders on account of the ongoing litigations with e-commerce major Amazon and other related
issues.
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“Bank of India (BoI) has served an advance intimation of filing an application under Section 7 of
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 against the company for default on non-payment of
monies due in terms of the framework agreement entered into between the company and Bank
of India,” FRL said in a regulatory filing.
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E-DAR PORTAL TO SPEED UP ACCIDENT
COMPENSATION CLAIMS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

m

A web portal designed by the government in consultation with insurance companies will provide
instant information on road accidents with a few clicks and help accelerate accident
compensation claims, bringing relief to victims’ families.
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The Ministry of Roads, Transport and Highways (MoRTH) has developed the portal named ‘eDAR’ (e-Detailed Accident Report). Digitalised Detailed Accident Reports (DAR) will be
uploaded on the portal for easy access.
The web portal will be linked to the Integrated Road Accident Database (iRAD). From iRAD,
applications to more than 90% of the datasets would be pushed directly to the e-DAR.
Stakeholders like the police, road authorities, hospitals, etc., are required to enter very minimal
information for the e-DAR forms. Thus, e-DAR would be an extension and e-version of iRAD.
An apex court Bench led by Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul expressed satisfaction after technicians
demonstrated the working of the portal to the court and amicus curiae, advocate N.
Vijayaraghavan and advocate Vipin Nair.
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The court, in its detailed order, recorded that e-DAR portal would conduct multiple checks
against fake claims by conducting a sweeping search of vehicles involved in the accident, the
date of accident, and the First Information Report number.
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The portal would be linked to other government portals like Vaahan and would get access to
information on driving licence details and registration of vehicles.
For the benefit of investigating officers, the portal would provide geo tagging of the exact
accident spot along with the site map. This would notify the investigating officer on his distance
from the spot of the incident in the event the portal is accessed from any other location.
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Details like photos, video of the accident spot, damaged vehicles, injured victims, eye-witnesses,
etc., would be uploaded immediately on the portal.
“Apart from the state police, an engineer from the Public Works Department or the local body will
receive an alert on his mobile device and the official concerned will then visit the accident site, to
examine it, and feed the required details, such as the road design. Hotspots for accidents would
also be identified so as to obtain solutions to avoid accidents at these hotspots,” the apex court’s
order noted.
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TAKE TWO: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON PURSUING
TWO DEGREE COURSES AT ONCE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The dual degree academic programme, a work-in-progress, and the subject of much litigation for
years, has finally been given legal sanctity by the University Grants Commission. The higher
education regulatory body’s notified guidelines will enable students to simultaneously pursue two
academic programmes at multiple levels except for PhD courses. It has projected it as a logical
extension of the National Education Policy 2020, with its emphasis on facilitating multiple
pathways to learning using formal and non-formal modes. The UGC has proposed a three-way
choice involving a combination of offline only; offline with distance mode; and distance/online
only modes for dual programmes. The UGC has done well to mandate that open/distance
learning and online mode courses should be pursued only in higher education institutions
recognised by statutory bodies. This would also eliminate dubious players in the online
education segment.
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Granting students the liberty to enhance their skills and scope of employability through an
additional degree is welcome. But the guidelines call for critical evaluation given the nature of
competition, accessibility and academic-cum-physical infrastructure issues in colleges and
universities. The UGC has said a student can also pursue two full-time programmes in physical
mode. This is problematic as it might prompt students, who are academically proficient or with
the economic wherewithal, to corner seats in two in-demand courses. Such a situation is best
avoided in the context of the country’s poor college density — colleges per lakh population (in
the 18-23 age group). In the All India Survey on Higher Education Report 2019-20, the national
average college density stands at 30. The UGC’s Furqan Qamar Committee, which a decade
ago recommended dual programmes with a second degree in open/distance mode, had ruled
out offering simultaneous degree courses under regular mode “as it may create logistic,
administrative and academic problems”. Against this backdrop, the UGC may reconsider its
guidelines for the physical mode option, while implementing the other two choices, strengthening
and streamlining the open/distance learning courses in parallel. Alternatively, it may look at its
2004 document for initiation of double/multiple degree programme in engineering disciplines,
where it had proposed a “gap” before an engineering degree holder could enrol for an additional
or add-on degree course. That approach is pragmatic as it also sought to reduce the duration of
the add-on degree by eliminating about 33% to 38% (52 to 60 course credits) of the “common
curriculum” of the BE/B.Tech course (a total of 160 credits). This logic could be applied to allied
courses in arts and science and reduce the duration of the second degree for students who
desire pursuing dual programmes in physical mode. The more practical a policy, the better its
results.
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PRIME MINISTER SHRI NARENDRA MODI TO
INAUGURATE THE ‘GLOBAL AYUSH INVESTMENT &
INNOVATION SUMMIT’ON 20THAPRIL IN
GANDHINAGAR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the three-day Global Ayush Investment &
Innovation Summit (GAIIS) in Gandhinagar, Gujrat on 20th April 2022.
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The most pertinent event of Ministry of Ayush for 2022, this Summit will witness the participation
of industry leaders, academicians, and scholars to deliberate upon ways to promote traditional
medicines, and systems. As part of the Summit, 5 Plenary sessions, 8 roundtables, 6
workshops, 2 symposiums, 90 eminent speakers and 100 exhibitors will be present. Speakers
and diplomats will be present from across embassies, industries and top corporates. There will
also be multiple initiatives to stimulate Ayush exports in international markets.
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One of the aims of the Summit is to attract lucrative investments to build India as the Global
Ayush Destination in the world. In recent years, India has seen enormous investments due to
the absence of Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) restrictions. The Ayush Ministry wants to keep
building on this and utilize the platform to initiate target-oriented initiatives to enable the
recognition and growth of traditional systems of medicine.
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Expressing his views on the event announcements, Union Minister of Ayush Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal, said, “We are proud to announce the Global Ayush Investment and Innovation Summit
2022 that will bring together the country's leading start-ups, entrepreneurs, investors,
policymakers, and other national and international stakeholders for a specially curated event on
innovation and entrepreneurship to help India become a Global Ayush Destination. The present
market size of the Ayush sector has grown by 17% p.a. from 2014-2020 and we hope to build
the success of the sector even further through these flagship events and initiatives.”
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Sharing his thoughts on the Ayush sector, MoS for Ayush Dr. Munjpara Mahendrabhai Kalubhai
said, “When we are healthy and balanced, we are able to fulfil our dreams and share our
responsibility as part of society. The Ayush system speaks enormously on the rule of diet in
maintaining health. It has advocated a number of simple practices that can help us reconnect
with our authentic selves.”
The ground-breaking ceremony for the WHO Global Centre for Traditional Medicine will also
take place on 19th April, in Jamnagar, Gujarat. This centre will emerge as an international hub of
global wellness taking traditional medicine systems of the world to new heights. It will also
provide assistance to WHO member countries so that positive health can be spread over the
world.

SK
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the three-day Global Ayush Investment &
Innovation Summit (GAIIS) in Gandhinagar, Gujrat on 20th April 2022.
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The most pertinent event of Ministry of Ayush for 2022, this Summit will witness the participation
of industry leaders, academicians, and scholars to deliberate upon ways to promote traditional
medicines, and systems. As part of the Summit, 5 Plenary sessions, 8 roundtables, 6
workshops, 2 symposiums, 90 eminent speakers and 100 exhibitors will be present. Speakers
and diplomats will be present from across embassies, industries and top corporates. There will
also be multiple initiatives to stimulate Ayush exports in international markets.
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One of the aims of the Summit is to attract lucrative investments to build India as the Global
Ayush Destination in the world. In recent years, India has seen enormous investments due to
the absence of Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) restrictions. The Ayush Ministry wants to keep
building on this and utilize the platform to initiate target-oriented initiatives to enable the
recognition and growth of traditional systems of medicine.
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Expressing his views on the event announcements, Union Minister of Ayush Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal, said, “We are proud to announce the Global Ayush Investment and Innovation Summit
2022 that will bring together the country's leading start-ups, entrepreneurs, investors,
policymakers, and other national and international stakeholders for a specially curated event on
innovation and entrepreneurship to help India become a Global Ayush Destination. The present
market size of the Ayush sector has grown by 17% p.a. from 2014-2020 and we hope to build
the success of the sector even further through these flagship events and initiatives.”
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Sharing his thoughts on the Ayush sector, MoS for Ayush Dr. Munjpara Mahendrabhai Kalubhai
said, “When we are healthy and balanced, we are able to fulfil our dreams and share our
responsibility as part of society. The Ayush system speaks enormously on the rule of diet in
maintaining health. It has advocated a number of simple practices that can help us reconnect
with our authentic selves.”
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The ground-breaking ceremony for the WHO Global Centre for Traditional Medicine will also
take place on 19th April, in Jamnagar, Gujarat. This centre will emerge as an international hub of
global wellness taking traditional medicine systems of the world to new heights. It will also
provide assistance to WHO member countries so that positive health can be spread over the
world.
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INDIA OBJECTS TO METHODOLOGY USED IN WHO
ASSESSMENT OF COVID DEATH TOLL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The model threw up two different sets of excess mortality estimates for data from Tier I and Tier
II countries.File PhotoADNAN ABIDI
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India has been in regular and in-depth technical exchange with the World Health Organization
(WHO) on the issue of collecting and making public the COVID-19 death toll in the country, the
Health Ministry said on Saturday late evening in a release while responding to an April 16 New
York Times article headlined “India is stalling the WHO’s efforts to make global COVID death toll
public”.
The Ministry said that the analysis, while employing mortality figures directly obtained from Tier
1 countries, uses a mathematical modelling process for Tier 2 countries, which includes India.
“India’s basic objection has not been with the result but rather the methodology adopted for the
same,” the Ministry said.
It elaborated that India has shared its concerns with the methodology along with other member
states through a series of formal communications including six letters issued to the WHO and
virtual meetings and the SEARO Regional Webinar held on February 10.
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During these exchanges, specific queries have been raised by India along with other member
states such as China, Iran, Bangladesh, Syria, Ethiopia and Egypt regarding the methodology
and use of unofficial sets of data. The concern specifically includes how the statistical model
projects estimates for a country of the geographical size and population of India fits in with other
countries which have smaller population.
“WHO is yet to share the confidence interval for the present statistical model across various
countries,” the Ministry noted. It added that the model gives two highly different sets of excess
mortality estimates when using the data from Tier I countries and when using unverified data
from 18 Indian States.
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India has asserted that if the model is accurate and reliable, it should be authenticated by
running it for all Tier I countries and the result of such exercise may be shared with all member
states. While India has remained open to collaborate with the WHO, the country believes that indepth clarity on methodology and clear proof of its validity are crucial for policymakers to feel
confident about any use of such data.
The Ministry added that it’s surprising that while TheNew York Times purportedly could obtain
the alleged figures of excess COVID-19 mortality with respect to India, it was “unable to learn
the estimates for other countries”.
Meanwhile, The Hindu in an email had asked WHO about the methodology used and listing
India in Tier 2. It responded saying: “We are currently finalising these estimates and will publish
them shortly ... WHO has developed the estimates with support from a Technical Advisory
Group of international experts who have helped develop a robust methodology and the best
estimates based on all available data.”
The Health Ministry has also said that the model used assumes an inverse relationship between

Page 38
monthly temperature and monthly average deaths, which does not have any scientific backing to
establish such peculiar empirical relationship. “India is a country of continental proportions.
Climatic and seasonal conditions vary vastly across different States and even within a State and
therefore, all States have widely varied seasonal patterns. Thus, estimating national level
mortality based on these 18 States data is statistically unproven,” it said in the release.
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It added that the Global Health Estimates (GHE) 2019 on which the modeling for Tier II countries
is based, is itself an estimate. “During interactions with WHO, it has also been highlighted that
some fluctuations in official reporting of COVID-19 data from some of the Tier I countries
including the U.S., Germany, France etc. defied knowledge of disease epidemiology.”

S.
co

Our code of editorial values
END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 39
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-04-17

REVOKE LOC AGAINST AAKAR PATEL: COURT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

Aakar Patel

m

A Delhi court on Saturday upheld an order directing the CBI to withdraw the Lookout Circular
(LOC) against former Amnesty International India Board chair Aakar Patel, saying the LOC is
“bad in law” and “cannot sustain”.
Special judge Santosh Snehi Mann, however, set aside the direction to the CBI Director to give
a written apology to Mr. Patel, acknowledging “lapses” on the part of his subordinate.
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The judge, who made some scathing remarks against the CBI, also revoked the magisterial
court’s direction to “fix accountability of CBI officials for issuance of LOC”.
The judge also directed Mr. Patel not to leave country without magisterial court’s permission.
The metropolitan magisterial court had on April 7 directed the probe agency to withdraw the
LOC immediately and apologise to Mr. Patel and file a compliance report by April 30.
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Mr. Patel had approached the magisterial court claiming that he was stopped by immigration
authorities at the Bangalore International Airport, while he was boarding a flight to the U.S..
The application had claimed that the action was taken despite an order by a Gujarat court
granting him permission to travel abroad.
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‘Well reasoned order’

“LOC issued against Patel is bad in law, hence cannot sustain. Order of trial court quashing the
LOC does not suffer from any infirmity and is a well reasoned order based on principle of law,”
the judge said.
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The court made the observations in its order passed on the CBI’s appeal against magisterial
court’s order. The judge said that the CBI’s apprehension that Mr. Patel might not appear before
the court for the trial, which the agency made a ground to issue the LOC on, did not fall in the
situation and circumstances required for issuing the LOC as per law.
“And thus has no force of law to support and sustain.” She further observed that on account of
“wrongly issued” LOC, Mr. Patel was stopped at the airport and he could not take the scheduled
flight. “So, observation of the trial court about right of the respondent to file claim for
compensation is not out of context.”
She further said that the metropolitan magistrate’s observation that the manner in which the
LOC was issued by the CBI shows “lack of understanding of relevant law, and hence need for
orientation of the officers concerned of the CBI, not only for the sensitisation but also to bring
objectivity in the actions” was not out of context either.
The judge said that the trial court’s observations were “out of concern” and that the CBI needed
to take them in the right spirit.
She, however, said the LOC was issued on wrong interpretation of law and not out of any malice
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or ill will, “hence, it is not a fit case to call for fixing the accountability of issuance of LOC”.
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WHY CATS AND DOGS ARE LESS SUSCEPTIBLE TO
OMICRON
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Photo used for representation purpose only.
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Besides the large-scale unrest in Shanghai following the prolonged lockdown of millions of
people, several video clips of pets of people infected with SARS-CoV-2 virus being killed by
people wearing hazmat suits have gone viral in recent days. This is not the first time that China
has killed companion pets of people with confirmed virus infection and even pets of people who
were only contacts of people who tested positive. In September and November last year, there
were reports of people in hazmat suits entering people's homes and killing their pets without the
consent or knowledge of the owners who were in quarantine. With China still clinging on to the
Zero COVID strategy, the local governments are taking no chances as there is a perceived fear
that pet dogs and cats that are infected could lead to spread of the virus.
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But the results of a small study carried out in Spain and posted in a preprint server medRxiv,
which is yet to be peer-reviewed, has found that dogs and cats do not easily get infected by the
Omicron variant. This despite the owners having had high contact with their pets and the
sampling done at the “best time for the detection of the disease”. And even when they do get
infected, the viral load is less and the shedding of viral RNA lasts for only a brief period. Even
the pet dogs and cats that tested positive for Omicron did not show any symptoms. The authors
note that there were slim chances of spread from dogs and cats to humans.
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The study was carried out on 50 dogs, 28 cats, and one rabbit when the pet owners were in
quarantine between December 15, 2021 and March 23, 2022. This period coincided with the
highest prevalence of the Omicron variant in Spain. Of the 78 dogs and cats tested for the virus,
only seven cats and one dog tested positive for the Omicron variant, which is 10.13% of the total
number of pets tested.
Also, the researchers were not able to isolate the Omicron variant virus for any of the pets that
tested positive, which the researchers believe is a strong indication of the low viral load.
Surprisingly, neutralising antibodies were not detected in any of the pets that tested positive for
the virus.
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The low susceptibility of dogs and cats to the Omicron variant is in striking contrast to
susceptibility to the Alpha and Delta variants and the absence of symptoms in pets that tested
positive for the Omicron variant unlike the other two variants.
One reason why dogs and cats show less susceptibility to the Omicron variant could be the low
binding ability of the virus with cells. As per a study published in the Journal of Genetics and
Genomics, the Omicron variant might have emerged in mice and then spread to humans. The
authors from the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing do cite three possible scenarios under
which the Omicron variant could have emerged.
The first hypothesis is the evolution and spread in a small population that was neither vaccinated
nor tested and genomes sequenced. The second hypothesis is an immunocompromised
individual providing a perfect environment for the virus to persist in the host and undergo
numerous mutations. The third is the possible origin in mice before jumping to humans.
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The researchers from the Chinese Academy of Sciences cite a few reasons to substantiate the
possibility of origin in mice. The first is that the spike protein sequence has been under stronger
positive selection than in other variants that have emerged in humans. Second, the molecular
spectrum of mutations acquired by the progenitor of Omicron is very different from the spectrum
for variants that emerged in humans. At the same time, the molecular spectrum of mutations
seen in Omicron have a close resemblance to the spectra associated with virus evolution in a
mouse cellular environment. Third, mutations seen in the Omicron spike protein “significantly
overlapped with SARS-CoV-2 mutations known to promote adaptation to mouse hosts”.
Particularly, the mutations that increase the binding affinity of the virus with the cell receptor
show a strong overlap.
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According to the researchers, based on genetic analysis, the progenitor of Omicron first jumped
from humans to mice “most likely in mid-2020” and collected a large number of mutations while
spreading within the mouse population for over a year before jumping back to humans in late2021.
“Collectively, our results suggest that the progenitor of Omicron jumped from humans to mice,
rapidly accumulated mutations conducive to infecting that host, then jumped back into humans,
indicating an inter-species evolutionary trajectory for the Omicron outbreak,” they write. At the
same time, they do state that the possibility of the Omicron variant having emerged in an
immunocompromised individual is the “most popular hypothesis regarding the proximal origins of
Omicron”.

IA

There is evidence that the SARS-CoV-2 virus had indeed jumped from another species to
humans during the course of the pandemic. In late-2020, the virus had jumped from humans to
minks in Denmark and spread among minks being reared in farms for fur. The SARS-CoV-2
outbreaks or cases in farmed minks were reported from many countries, particularly in Europe.
Later, in the Netherlands, a mutated virus was transmitted back from minks to humans.
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More recently, pet hamsters that Hong Kong imported from the Netherlands had likely carried
the Delta variant into the country leading to an outbreak in a pet store that led to the spread of
the virus to dozens of people. A study posted in The Lancet found eight of 16 Syrian hamsters in
the pet shop and seven of 12 hamsters in the warehouse tested positive for the Delta variant. All
of the 15 hamsters that tested positive for the virus contained a variant of Delta that had not
previously been detected in Hong Kong before and might have originated from the same source.
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As per the study, the hamsters were infected with the Delta variant around November 21, 2021
and there were two separate transmission events of the Delta variant from hamsters to humans,
one leading to onward household spread. This led to culling of over 2,000 hamsters in Hong
Kong last year. As of Feb 3, 2022, there were 82 patients in the hamster-related cluster.
Hamsters have been found to be easily infected by the virus. But infections in hamsters were so
far limited to labs where the hamsters were intentionally infected. But the Hong Kong experience
suggests that hamsters can get infected from humans in a natural environment and then spread
from one hamster to another before jumping back to humans.
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CONCERN OVER ‘ONLY ENGLISH’ QUESTION PAPER
FOR TNPSC EXAM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission’s recent notification for recruitment of District Child
Protection Officers (DCPO) has triggered concerns, mainly over a clause that the questions for
one paper of the examination will be set only in English.The clause is in contrast to the
notifications issued earlier this year for jobs in Group IV, Group II and Group II-A serviceswhich
said the examinations will have question papers in Tamil and English.

S.
co

A section of aspirants has also raised concern over the list of degrees mentioned in the required
educational qualification, which according to it was limiting.
According to the notification, the examination, to be conducted online, will have two papers. The
first with 200 questions can be taken in any of the five subjects mentioned as required
qualification: sociology, social work, psychology, child development or criminology. The
notification, issued earlier this month, said these questions will be set only in English.
The second will have two parts — the first being the mandatory Tamil eligibility test and the
second on general studies, aptitude and mental ability. The latter will have questions in Tamil
and English.
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A. D. Revathy, former member of the Tamil Nadu State Commission for the Protection of Child
Rights (SCPCR), said it was bizarre that the questions would be set in English alone for the first
paper. “When the government recently introduced the mandatory Tamil eligibility test in
competitive exams for government jobs, how can the TNPSC say the questions [for one part] will
be set only in English,” she asked.
Cannot apply

An aspirant, speaking anonymity, said the list of degrees given as ‘educational qualification’ was
limited. “It is strange that Criminology is included, but not Law. Similarly, sociology has been
included. However, a bachelors in education is not,” he added.
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Some aspirants complained that they were unable to apply if they held a postgraduate degree in
one of the listed degrees, but an undergraduate degree in another. They said the online platform
for application allowed them to proceed with the process only if their undergraduate degree was
among the listed areas.
“I have completed masters in social work, but hold an undergraduate degree in law. I cannot
apply even though I have worked extensively in the field of child rights,” said an aspirant.
Interestingly, the notification saida ‘degree’ in one of the five listed fields was the required
qualification while preference would be given to those holding postgraduate degrees in these
fields.
Higher officials from TNPSC could not be reached for a comment on Sunday despite multiple
attempts.
When the State government
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recently introduced the mandatory Tamil eligibility test in competitive exams for government
jobs, how can TNPSC say questions will be set only in English?
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CODE FOR MEDICAL DEVICES WELCOMED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Healthy systems:The medical devices industry requires a standard operating procedure with
transparency.AFP

m

The Department of Pharmaceutical (DoP) had recently published the draft Uniform Code for
Medical Device Marketing Practices (UCMDMP) which, it said, was aimed at bringing in a
voluntary code to regulate fair marketing practices by the medical device industry. It also aims at
giving this industry an identity apart from the marketing dynamics of the pharmaceutical industry.
As per the order issued by DoP, stakeholder comments have been sought till earlier this week.
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Speaking about the move, Pavan Choudary, chairman and director-general, Medical Technology
Association of India, said that the present government has been widening the circle of probity.
“The announcement that the government is following through the implementation of the
UCMDMP voluntarily (which is the right way to go about it) is heartening for every company
which follows a high level of ethical standards,” he said.
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He added that the industry is hopeful that this will translate into more credible healthcare
delivery as well as restrain the fly by night operators who pose a great risk for patients and the
reputation of the medical device industry.
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“In times to come, we hope it will separate the chaff from the grain and give the ethical players
the public esteem they deserve. Its impact will hopefully also spill over and check those
operators who have found a way to circumvent the price control affected on scheduled medical
devices in this government’s regime,” he explained.
Stating that it is essential to bring in a code of conduct for the medical device industry, separate
from Pharma Code – Uniform Code for Pharmaceuticals Marketing Practices (UCPMP), Arnab
Basumallik, director, Edwards Lifesciences India Private Limited, said that in med-tech, the
categorisation of a healthcare professional is broadened to include operation theatre and
intensive care unit technicians and nurses, along with the clinicians — all of whom play
important roles within the healthcare ecosystem.
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“Moreover, the med-tech industry continuously evolves through incremental and breakthrough
innovations that address the unmet needs of patients. Therefore the modus operandi for
imparting training and hands-on experiences to the clinicians and other stakeholders on
technologies is a unique requirement and at the same time a regulatory necessity to ensure
patient safety,” said Mr. Basumallik.
He added that a well-defined standard operating procedure that indicates the dos and dont’s
with a fair amount of transparency is essential.
“Medical devices are characteristically different from pharmaceuticals and therefore a separate
code for medical devices was much needed to accurately capture the ethical marketing practice
requirements for the medical device sector,” said Sanjay Bhutani, MD, Bausch and Lomb, India.
He added that the implementation of UCMDMP will be a big step towards furthering patient
interest and “will restrain the unethical element and restore competitiveness and esteem for the
compliant players.”
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‘EXPLORE GREEN CREMATION METHODS’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

The National Green Tribunal has directed all States and Union Territories to switch over to
environment- friendly methods of cremation and explore the viability of electric or piped natural
gas (PNG) crematorium alongside wood to curb air pollution.

m

A Bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel said air pollution took place in
the course of cremation and electric or PNG crematoria can be set up as an alternative to the
wood-based crematorium.
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The tribunal noted that as per religious belief, the mode of cremation by fire is considered to be
pious and in one cremation, 350-450 kg of wood is burnt in the open. While making it clear that it
has no intention to hurt any religious belief, the panel said it had asked all States and UTs to
consider remedial steps to prevent such pollution and educate and motivate people to switch
over to environmental friendly methods of cremation.
“To begin with, electric/PNG crematoria can be set up as an option to the wood-based
crematorium and if and to the extent people are persuaded to do so, a wood-based crematorium
can be given a go by. The report does not show serious effort on this aspect,” it said.
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“Authorities concerned may explore viability of electric/PNG crematorium alongside wood-based
crematorium, in the interest of environment and also lesser cost for those who find it difficult to
afford high cost of wood-based cremation. This aspect may be considered by authorities
concerned of all States/UTs,” it said.
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The tribunal was hearing a plea filed by Real Anchors Developers Pvt. Ltd relating to prevention
of air pollution on account of dust and emissions during cremation in the context of a
crematorium operating at Shakti Khand-4 in Indirapuram, Ghaziabad.
The NGT directed the Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam to expedite the process of remediating the
legacy waste scientifically and to ensure prompt handling and disposal of current waste,
ascertaining management status in terms of waste processing and resultant gap.
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“The GDA and Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam may file their respective reports before the next date by
email," the bench said.
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MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Indians are the second-highest app downloaders, accounting for 11.6% of all global app
downloads, according to data.ai (formerly App Annie). bloomberg
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NEW DELHI : Ignored by users and app-makers alike, the Indian government’s Mobile Seva app
store continues to languish over a decade into its existence, unable to leverage the explosive
growth of shopping, gaming and mobile payment apps.
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Built by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) and the Department of
Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY) in 2011, the Mobile Seva app store initially
hosted only government apps.
In March 2021, the government attempted to revive Mobile Seva by opening it for private apps
too. Ravi Shankar Prasad, who was IT minister at the time, told the Lok Sabha that the app store
hosted over 965 apps from various public services domains.
“While the government encourages private players to host apps, it is equally keen to develop
and encourage its own mobile app store," he said.

IA

However, as of 15 April, the store had only 1,058 apps, many of which were government ones.
Among the prominent private apps on the platform are the digital payments platform Paytm and
the social media app Koo.
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Mobile Seva has seen only 88.5 million app downloads since inception, even as Indians
downloaded over 27 billion apps from Google and Apple’s app stores in 2021, according to
data.ai (formerly App Annie).
Worldwide, Indians were the second-highest app downloaders, accounting for 11.6% of all
global app downloads, according to the ‘State of Mobile 2021’ report by data.ai published this
January.
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Why did India’s ‘atmanirbhar’ app store fail to catch on? Analysts point to several reasons: The
lack of partnerships with phone makers, inadequate promotion, and poorly designed user
interfaces.
Some analysts said that the limited adoption clearly reflects that private companies haven’t
found it worth investing in despite being floated as India’s indigenous app store.
“The government had allowed private apps on this store last year, and Paytm and Koo had
volunteered to put their apps on this platform. Since then, there have been no promotions to
boost the store, and nor have there been OEM (original equipment manufacturer) tie-ups to put
Mobile Seva as a default app store on phones," technology policy analyst Prasanto K. Roy said.
He added that if the Union government wants to make a serious push for Mobile Seva’s
adoption, it would be approaching smartphone brands on the Make in India bandwagon, such as
Xiaomi, which could help push its adoption.
Social media app Koo has been on the Mobile Seva store since January 2022. Its adoption,
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however, has been largely limited, according to Mayank Bidawatka, the app’s co-founder.
“Adoption is still small on the platform, and we’ve so far seen about a thousand downloads from
it," he added.
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Given the limited level of adoption, Koo has not made a concerted push to offer Mobile Seva as
a way to download its app. Bidawatka said Google Play Store remains the de facto choice for
most of its downloads, and while the government’s platform does offer benefits like no
deductions from in-app payments earned, such factors make no difference for a service like
Koo, which does not have in-app purchases.
He also said that maintaining the Koo app on an additional platform requires the company to
focus separately on delivering all updates that it does to its Android app on the Play Store.
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“We try to maintain the regularity of updates as far as we can, but it is a tedious process to
follow," Bidawatka said. Since being added to Mobile Seva on 11 January, the Koo app has not
received any updates. The app’s latest update on the Play Store came on 8 April.
Sijo Kuruvilla George, executive director of the Alliance of Digital India Foundation (ADIF), said
that the organic advantage that Google and Apple already have with their app stores would not
be outdone simply by removing in-app payment commissions.
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“Private apps such as e-commerce services would only want to be present (on an app store) if a
sizeable user base exists. The Play Store and App Store already give developers access to
massive user bases, and cheaper payment tools aren’t incentive enough," he said.

ac
k

Software restrictions discourage most users from trying alternate stores, he said. “Even on
Android, though the ecosystem is more ‘open’ on paper, if the average user tries to install apps
from an alternate site, Google will warn them about the app being dangerous, which could put
many non-tech-savvy users off," he said.
The lack of a refined user base could also deter the adoption of Mobile Seva. Roy said
government services do not always offer the best user experience, resulting in slower organic
adoption.
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“Such growth would only happen if the government issues a binding regulatory mandate, or
private startups decide to be highly nationalist and choose to solely migrate to a government
platform. That would be difficult for them since they would lose customers," he added.
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MISSING LINKS IN UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

A number of announcements have been made by the Central and State governments on their
intent to offer Universal Health Care (UHC). These welcome developments are timely as India is
now rapidly becoming one of the few countries that do not seem to have a concrete plan for
UHC in place. Even poorer countries such as Ghana, Kyrgyzstan, Rwanda, and Vietnam have
now started to make significant progress in this area.
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A fact often overlooked in these discussions, however, is that UHC is a complex idea and
contains several prerequisites that need to be carefully incorporated into its conceptualisation,
design and implementation. This article attempts to outline four of these essential elements.
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The first, and perhaps the most important, element is the need to distinguish UHC from
universally available health insurance. UHC seeks to ensure financial protection with the
provision of appropriately priced, high quality, and integrated health care (combining primary,
secondary, and tertiary care into a single, patient-centred health-care system). Ideally, financial
protection and comprehensive health care are bundled together into an integrated ‘managed
care’ proposition where the financial-protector (or the risk-manager) and the provider are a
single entity. One of the key benefits of this model is the significant shift in incentives for the
health provider — from the current focus on promoting hospitalisation and needless careprocedures, to incentives for promoting health and prevention of illness. Since the provider
receives only a fixed amount per year, irrespective of the actual treatment provided, ‘managed
care’ places rational treatment and cost-effectiveness at the centre of the model. Because of
their very nature, health-care systems owned and financed by ministries of health are ideally
suited for offering this type of ‘managed care’. And, if, but only if, there is very strong confidence
in the ability of the system to regulate and monitor both patient and provider behaviours as well
as population level outcomes, it is possible — as Thailand has done successfully — to invite
large non-government players to also bid to provide such ‘managed care’ services. And, while
the regulatory challenge in outsourcing ‘managed care’ to the private sector is quite
considerable, it is very clear that fragmented health systems with different providers taking care
of different parts of the health system, such as the private sector providing hospital-based care
and the government focussing on primary care, with patients free to bypass it, is the worst of all
possible choices. This fragmentation is the principal reason why a country like the United States
finds itself in a situation where insurance premiums and costs of health care are both rising
rapidly but population level health indicators are well below those of other comparable countries.
The second element is the need to shift the focus of attention from hospital-based care, to
primary care — in terms of financing, development of infrastructure and usage. In order for India
to achieve UHC, both in terms of financial feasibility as well as its well-being goals, it is clear that
fewer than 2.50 per cent of patients in any given year should need hospital-based care. This
implies that 97.5 per cent of all conditions would need to be dealt with at the primary-care level.
UHC would therefore need substantial investments at the primary level combined with a strong
gatekeeping framework that does not allow patients to seek hospital-based care unless they
have been referred by a primary-care provider. It is believed that over 95 per cent of patients
who visit tertiary care facilities such as JIPMER in Puducherry and AIIMS in Delhi are at the
wrong place and have incurred all the hardship and costs that they did needlessly when they
could easily have been cared for locally if good primary care was available. Evidence from
Andhra Pradesh also shows that under ‘Arogyasri’, people are overwhelmingly seeking care at
hospitals even for conditions which are patently treatable at primary-care facilities. While India
undoubtedly needs additional hospital beds to provide adequate coverage even at the 2.50 per
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cent level mentioned earlier, it is imperative that the focus of immediate attention should not be
hospitals or more AIIMS-like centres but well-designed and capable primary-care facilities so
that patients can go there directly. Should they inadvertently end up at hospitals for seeking
such care, they must be directed back. Only this combination of improved-availability and
mandatory-gatekeeping will start to reduce the excess demand for hospital beds even as we
gradually seek to address the unmet needs for hospital beds in deficient regions. Otherwise, we
run the serious risk of this turning into a vicious cycle of ever increasing demand for hospital
beds, further fuelled by an in-patient, insurance-led financial protection strategy, leading
eventually to continual and rapid increases in health insurance premiums with no resultant
improvements in health outcomes.
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The third key element relates to coverage — any universal health programme would need to
include the entire population and not just be targeted at the poor. This is because India has a
very steep poverty gradient and single health shocks have the potential to draw entire
households back into poverty for all but the very top sliver of the population. For this very
reason, globally, citizens of the most developed and several developing nations, who have
significantly higher per capita incomes than do even the top percentiles of our population, have
also been provided with full access to health care and financial protection. Engagement of the
middle class also allows additional resources to be pooled along with tax resources since the
amounts that they are currently expending on health care could be included as well. It is clear
that development of integrated risk pools and their investment into an integrated UHC framework
of the type discussed earlier (as would be implied by grouping the rich and poor together) would
allow a significantly higher level of expenditure-volatility compression and the delivery of rational
care. This would benefit both segments, with only the resultant net savings to the middle class
being used to cross-subsidise the poor. Another benefit of including the middle class is in
ensuring accountability of the health system. Being more conscious of its rights and with more
resources to participate in the political process, the middle class is better placed to hold the
public system accountable to higher quality of care, and perhaps, place health care centrally on
political agendas — a feat that the Below Poverty Line (BPL)-targeted Indian health system has
not been able to accomplish.
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The fourth key element is the urgent need for separation of core health care from extended
health care, in a focussed discussion on UHC. While broader social determinants of health (or
extended health care) such as provision of clean drinking water, improved sanitation and
improved education of girls, have the potential to produce a very big impact on health outcomes,
UHC is much more narrowly focussed on what the health-care system itself can provide directly
in terms of primary, secondary, and tertiary care (or core health care). The reasons for the
desirability of this separation are many and have to do principally with the appropriate allocation
of responsibilities and resources. First, these broader determinants, for the most part, fall
outside the domain of the ministries of health. Second, in India, the resources currently allocated
for health care by the government have to go up three times, from 1 per cent to 3 per cent of
GDP even to provide the essential elements of core health care at a reasonable level of quality
and availability. Provision of extended health care would need a much larger level of resource
allocation and would perforce have to be included in the domain of other ministries. And, finally,
the benefits that accrue from extended health care go well beyond health (for example, time
savings account for over 70 per cent of the benefits of home-delivered, clean drinking water and
are not necessarily the most cost-effective interventions if viewed only from the narrow lens of
health care.
There are a number of very important challenges that we face as a country. It is important to
ensure that we are focussed on solving those using strong evidence-based strategies and with a
very sharp sense of focus. Offering UHC to all our citizens is one such challenge. Here we need
to be careful that we use the limited resources we have at our disposal in the most effective way,

Page 53
even if it means that some very important ideas need to be revisited or deferred for the time
being.
(Nachiket Mor and Anuska Kalita are with the IKP Trust. The views expressed are entirely
personal.)
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SUCCESS STORY: SWACHH BHARAT MISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

In a move to make sanitation accessible, safe and at the same time remove embarrassment
during menstrual days among adolescent girls, the Gadag district of Karnataka is constructing
pink toilets in 32-gram panchayats (GPs) across the district.
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Of these, 20 units have been completed while 12 are in an advanced stage of completion. The
cost of each unit is Rs.6 lakhs - (Rs. 3 lakhs from MGNREGA, Rs. 1.8 lakhs from SBM-G and
Rs. 1.2 lakhs from Gram Panchayat 15th Finance fund).
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Such a facility was first constructed at the KH Patil Girls Senior Primary School and after
successful testing, it is being replicated in other villages.

cr

Equipped with adequate water supply, lighting, a changing room and other amenities, the wash
room for adolescent girls and women is an innovation under the Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen (SBM-G). Each unit has an incinerator which is used for safe disposal of sanitary
pads and menstrual waste.

Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) is an integral part of the waste management under the
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G) campaign, underlining the importance of this
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otherwise taboo topic that impacts not just health and wellbeing, but also education and overall
development of girls and women in the country. The Department of Drinking Water and
Sanitation (DDWS) has issued guidelines to support all adolescent girls and women. It outlines
what needs to be done by State governments, district administrations, engineers and technical
experts in line departments; as well as school head teachers and teachers.
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The initiative has been appreciated by girls and women, helping to remove embarrassment
during their menstrual days.
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The toilets have been constructed in convergence between Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen,
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, 15th FC and the GP funds.
The dream of clean villages is becoming a reality with this special initiative.

In Gadag, to ensure proper use and maintenance of the facilities, training has been conducted,
at school level, involving School Development and Monitoring Committee (SDMC) members,
teachers, and GP members in the programme. It specifically covered the use of incinerators.
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Plans are in the pipeline to train women at the village, through the NRLM Self Help Groups to
make sanitary pads. In the meantime, awareness programmes are being conducted for school
children, the messages reinforced through wall writing, brochures, posters that are distributed
and pasted in public spaces. Safe sanitation and hygiene messages are also promoted through
social media and documentaries.
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In a move to make sanitation accessible, safe and at the same time remove embarrassment
during menstrual days among adolescent girls, the Gadag district of Karnataka is constructing
pink toilets in 32-gram panchayats (GPs) across the district.
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Of these, 20 units have been completed while 12 are in an advanced stage of completion. The
cost of each unit is Rs.6 lakhs - (Rs. 3 lakhs from MGNREGA, Rs. 1.8 lakhs from SBM-G and
Rs. 1.2 lakhs from Gram Panchayat 15th Finance fund).

Such a facility was first constructed at the KH Patil Girls Senior Primary School and after
successful testing, it is being replicated in other villages.
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Equipped with adequate water supply, lighting, a changing room and other amenities, the wash
room for adolescent girls and women is an innovation under the Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen (SBM-G). Each unit has an incinerator which is used for safe disposal of sanitary
pads and menstrual waste.
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Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) is an integral part of the waste management under the
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G) campaign, underlining the importance of this
otherwise taboo topic that impacts not just health and wellbeing, but also education and overall
development of girls and women in the country. The Department of Drinking Water and
Sanitation (DDWS) has issued guidelines to support all adolescent girls and women. It outlines
what needs to be done by State governments, district administrations, engineers and technical
experts in line departments; as well as school head teachers and teachers.

The initiative has been appreciated by girls and women, helping to remove embarrassment
during their menstrual days.
The toilets have been constructed in convergence between Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen,
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, 15th FC and the GP funds.
The dream of clean villages is becoming a reality with this special initiative.
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In Gadag, to ensure proper use and maintenance of the facilities, training has been conducted,
at school level, involving School Development and Monitoring Committee (SDMC) members,
teachers, and GP members in the programme. It specifically covered the use of incinerators.

IA

Plans are in the pipeline to train women at the village, through the NRLM Self Help Groups to
make sanitary pads. In the meantime, awareness programmes are being conducted for school
children, the messages reinforced through wall writing, brochures, posters that are distributed
and pasted in public spaces. Safe sanitation and hygiene messages are also promoted through
social media and documentaries.
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TIE-UP BETWEEN INDIAN, FOREIGN VARSITIES
SIMPLIFIED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Universities and colleges will no longer be required to seek UGC permission for a tie-up, if they
met the ranking criteria.SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA
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The University Grants Commission (UGC) has simplified the procedure for an Indian higher
educational institution to offer programmes in collaboration with foreign universities by entering
into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with each other directly if they meet certain
eligibility criteria, UGC Chairman M. Jagadesh Kumar said on Tuesday.
In its 557th meeting recently, the UGC decided that an Indian higher education institution that
has a National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) grading of 3.01 or above, or is
among the top 1,000 QS World University or Times Higher Education rankings, or is among the
top 100 universities under National Institution Ranking Framework, will be able to tie-up with a
foreign education institution which too features among the top 1,000 QS or Times Higher
Education rankings.
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The previous regulations, known as the University Grants Commission (Promotion and
Maintenance of Standards of Academic Collaboration between Indian and Foreign Educational
Institutions) Regulations, 2016, which will now stand repealed, required two institutions to tie up
with each other after obtaining the UGC’s approval.
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The UGC Chairman said that under the new regulations to be made public soon, universities
and colleges will no longer be required to seek its permission to do so, if they met the ranking
criteria.
Too strict

“The earlier regulations were too strict and there were too many bottlenecks. Our simplified
regulations will increase the scale at which students could benefit from such collaborations
between Indian and foreign higher education institutions,” Professor Kumar said at a press
conference.

cr

Under the 2016 regulations, a foreign and Indian college or university could partner with each
other to offer only “twinning” and “joint degree” programmes where Indian students received a
degree only from an Indian institute along with a certificate from the foreign institute.
Dual degree

But now, they can offer a third type of programme, that is, a “dual degree” programme, where
both the institutes will issue a degree. Under a twinning programme, a student can get up to
30% credit utilisation of the total course from a foreign university, whereas under a joint and dual
degree programme, he or she can get more than than 30% of the total credits.
These collaborations will be permitted only for the conventional mode of learning and not for
distance or online learning.
“We have four crore students in Indian higher education institutes but over a period of time, this
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will increase to 10 crore. While we continue to build new institutes, it is also important to provide
high quality education through collaborations with foreign institutes. This will also enhance the
employability of our students,” Professor Kumar said.
He said the move would also help attract foreign students to India, which will lead to
internationalisation, which is an important parameter for improving global rankings of higher
education institutions.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

m

Our code of editorial values

Page 61
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-04-23

MEGHALAYA TOURISTS CAN GAMBLE WITHOUT
QUALMS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Meghalaya is set to add globalised forms of legalised gambling to the indigenous ‘teer’ or betting
on the number of arrows hitting a target of straw.
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State Law and Taxation Minister James P.K. Sangma said Meghalaya, a popular tourist
destination, intended to generate adequate revenue from legalised gambling, online betting and
gaming.
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“We came out with a Gaming Act and subsequently framed the Regulation of Gaming Rules,
2021. The government will accordingly issue licences to operate games of skill and chance, both
online and offline,” he told journalists inShillong on Thursday.
Legalised gambling, he said, would help generate employment opportunities, besides boosting
tourism.
“But the legalised gambling and gaming will only be for tourists and not residents of Meghalaya,”
Mr. Sangma added.
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Tourists and visitors for work or business would be allowed to participate in such activities only
after producing documents similar to what banks require for KYC (know your customer).
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The process for legalised gambling started in February 2021, leading to the nullification of the
Meghalaya Prevention of Gambling Act, 1970, effectively making gambling legal within the
State.
Third northeast State

Meghalaya will be the third State in the northeast after Sikkim and Nagaland to make gambling
and online gaming legal.
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The push for legalised gambling started after Mr. Sangma met representatives of the U.K. India
Business Council (UKIBC) and other U.K.-based business houses to discuss the online gaming
and sports betting landscape in the State.
The UKIBC’s Gaming Industry Index found Meghalaya to be the most gaming-friendly State in
India.
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‘HEAL IN INDIA’, UNION MINISTER SHRI ANURAG
THAKUR EXHORTS FOR INDIA TO BECOME A GLOBAL
HUB OF THERAPY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Union Minister Shri Anurag Thakur today attended the valedictory session of Global AYUSH
Investment and Innovation Summit 2022. Speaking to the audience Shri Thakur said it during
the three day Summit, over 90 renowned speakers have through various workshops enlightened
those present and he congratulates the Minister of Ayush and the Ministry officials for the
successful organisation of this summit.
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Speaking on the immense potential for investment and innovation in AYUSH the Minister said
what was $3 billion trade in 2014 has increased by more than six times to over $18 billion dollar
today. This is indicative of the tremendous growth potential in this field. A phenomenal annual
growth rate of 75% makes this an attractive sector. The Minister expressed hope that the
country will soon see many startups and businesses investing in this sector.
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The Minister further added that India has done well during the COVID pandemic and in the post
COVID world India is among the fastest growing major economies and AYUSH can aspire to be
a leading sector in this growth. For this Shri Thakur said we must have the right start up
ecosystem, and to that end we must have the right culture for innovation, incubation and more
initiatives in this sector. He further remarked that while the world was fighting COVID pandemic,
47 Indian startups have become Unicorns in the last two years.
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To encourage competition, Shri Anurag Thakur said we need better packaging of our product
and this should be complemented with aggressive marketing and branding. AYUSH is going to
launch an e-Marketplace soon and like GeM portal, this e-Marketplace is also going to conduct
transactions worth crores in the future, he further added.
Calling for a strengthening of AYUSH sector the Minister said that Ayurveda, homeopathy and
Yoga are constituents of India's soft power and to become a Vishwaguru, India must project its
strength and to do that we must nourish the AYUSH sector.
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The Minister credited Prime Minister Narendra Modi for striving to host first WHO Global Center
for Traditional Medicine in India and said it was our responsibility to now take Indian products to
the world.
The Minister exhorted that the three-day summit must send out a message of 'Heal in India' to
the world. The Ministries of the Government must work together to plan, execute and market the
idea of making India a hub of healing, he elaborated.
The three day Global AYUSH Investment and Innovation summit was inaugurated on 20th April,
2022 by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in Gandhinagar in Gujarat. The three-day summit
witnessed 5 plenary sessions, 8 roundtables, 6 workshops, and 2 symposiums, with the
presence of around 90 eminent speakers and 100 exhibitors. The Summit aimed to help uncover
investment potential, and give a fillip to innovation, research & development, start-up ecosystem,
and the wellness industry and help bring together industry leaders, academicians and scholars
together and act as a platform for future collaborations.
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Saurabh Singh
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Union Minister Shri Anurag Thakur today attended the valedictory session of Global AYUSH
Investment and Innovation Summit 2022. Speaking to the audience Shri Thakur said it during
the three day Summit, over 90 renowned speakers have through various workshops enlightened
those present and he congratulates the Minister of Ayush and the Ministry officials for the
successful organisation of this summit.
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Speaking on the immense potential for investment and innovation in AYUSH the Minister said
what was $3 billion trade in 2014 has increased by more than six times to over $18 billion dollar
today. This is indicative of the tremendous growth potential in this field. A phenomenal annual
growth rate of 75% makes this an attractive sector. The Minister expressed hope that the
country will soon see many startups and businesses investing in this sector.
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The Minister further added that India has done well during the COVID pandemic and in the post
COVID world India is among the fastest growing major economies and AYUSH can aspire to be
a leading sector in this growth. For this Shri Thakur said we must have the right start up
ecosystem, and to that end we must have the right culture for innovation, incubation and more
initiatives in this sector. He further remarked that while the world was fighting COVID pandemic,
47 Indian startups have become Unicorns in the last two years.
To encourage competition, Shri Anurag Thakur said we need better packaging of our product
and this should be complemented with aggressive marketing and branding. AYUSH is going to
launch an e-Marketplace soon and like GeM portal, this e-Marketplace is also going to conduct
transactions worth crores in the future, he further added.
Calling for a strengthening of AYUSH sector the Minister said that Ayurveda, homeopathy and
Yoga are constituents of India's soft power and to become a Vishwaguru, India must project its
strength and to do that we must nourish the AYUSH sector.
The Minister credited Prime Minister Narendra Modi for striving to host first WHO Global Center
for Traditional Medicine in India and said it was our responsibility to now take Indian products to
the world.
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The Minister exhorted that the three-day summit must send out a message of 'Heal in India' to
the world. The Ministries of the Government must work together to plan, execute and market the
idea of making India a hub of healing, he elaborated.

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

The three day Global AYUSH Investment and Innovation summit was inaugurated on 20th April,
2022 by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in Gandhinagar in Gujarat. The three-day summit
witnessed 5 plenary sessions, 8 roundtables, 6 workshops, and 2 symposiums, with the
presence of around 90 eminent speakers and 100 exhibitors. The Summit aimed to help uncover
investment potential, and give a fillip to innovation, research & development, start-up ecosystem,
and the wellness industry and help bring together industry leaders, academicians and scholars
together and act as a platform for future collaborations.

cr

Saurabh Singh

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 65
Source : www.livemint.com

Date : 2022-04-23

MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

m

Studies regarding animal-to-human transmission of the COVID virus was around for some time,
but only recently, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has finally confirmed it. At
least 4 persons had contracted a COVID variant from animals in 2020, the US health agency
confirmed. Two of them are employees of a Michigan mink farm that saw a COVID outbreak in
2020. Two others are nearby residents. Recent reports suggested that the variant that came
from minks wildly circulated in the area during that time.
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Samples of the virus collected from all four people contained two mutations that scientists have
hypothesized may be signs of adaptation to mink, Dr. Casey Barton Behravesh, who directs the
C.D.C.’s One Health Office, told New York Times.
But this theory cannot be conclusively proved. “Because there are few genetic sequences
available from the communities around the farm, it is impossible to know for sure whether the
mutations came from mink on the farm or were already circulating in the community," she said.
The same mutant version of the virus has been reported from mink farms in Europe and people
connected with that farm. Similar cases of mink-to-human transmission have also been reported
in Denmark, the Netherlands and elsewhere.
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Overall, transmission of the virus from animals to humans is believed to be rare. Humans are far
more likely to spread the virus to one another, or to other species, than they are to catch it from
animals, experts say. But it is not impossible.
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In the past two years, we have witnessed an explosive rise in the number of COVID cases, this
could be due to animal to human transmission but cannot be stated for sure. More study is
needed on the topic.
Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.
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CBSE DROPS CHAPTERS ON ISLAMIC EMPIRES, COLD
WAR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has dropped chapters about the NonAligned Movement, the Cold War era, the rise of Islamic empires in Afro-Asian territories, the
chronicles of Mughal courts and the Industrial Revolution from the history and political science
syllabi of Classes 11 and 12.
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Similarly, in the Class 10 syllabus, the topic “Impact of globalisation on agriculture” from a
chapter on food security has been dropped. The translated excerpts from two poems in Urdu by
Faiz Ahmed Faiz in the “Religion, Communalism and Politics — Communalism, Secular State”
section have also been excluded this year.
The CBSE has also dropped from the course content chapters on “democracy and diversity”.
Syllabus rationalisation

Officials maintained that the changes were part of the rationalisation of syllabus and were in
alignment with recommendations by the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT).
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The dropped chapter “Central Islamic Lands” in the Class 11 history syllabus talks about the rise
of Islamic empires in the Afro-Asian territories and its implications for economy and society,
according to the description in last year’s syllabus. The chapter focused on arenas of Islam in
reference to its emergence, the rise of the Caliphate and empire building.
The syllabus shared with schools for the 2022-23 academic session also hints at the Board’s
decision to revert to a single-Board exam from the two-term examination last year.
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NAGALAND CASELOAD DIPS TO ZERO
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Nagaland became a coronavirus-free State on Sunday with the lone active COVID patient from
Dimapur district recovering from the infection, a senior Health Department official said.
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The active case count hit zero for the first time in the northeastern State since the detection of
three COVID patients on May 25, 2020, he said.
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The caseload remained at 35,488 as no fresh infection was reported in the last 24 hours, the
official said
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FLOUNDERING POLIO ERADICATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A baby receives polio vaccine during the Malawi Polio Vaccination Campaign Launch in
Lilongwe Malawi on March 20, 2022. | Photo Credit: AP
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The recent news of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) in Malawi imported from Pakistan and of polio
outbreak in Israel caused by ‘circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 3’ (cVDPV3) are visible
signs of floundering polio eradication. When a virus in oral polio vaccine (OPV) de-attenuates by
mutations, acquiring transmission efficiency and neuro-virulence, it is called cVDPV.
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The eradication target, when launched in 1988, was 2000, as “a gift of the twentieth century to
the twenty-first”. The World Health Organization assumed the task, assigned by unanimous
resolution in the World Health Assembly (WHA), the forum of Ministers of Health of all nations.
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The resolution was perfectly timed: Rotary International launched its ‘PolioPlus’ project in 1985,
to provide polio vaccines to under-five children of all developing countries before 2005. Of the
six WHO regions, three — Americas, Europe and Western Pacific — had already independently
resolved to eradicate polio in their territories by or before 2000. Incidentally, they achieved the
goal more or less on time. WHO’s task was essentially confined to the “Southern Arc” of the
remaining regions — Africa, Eastern Mediterranean and South East Asia. Having failed the
target of 2000, WHO revised it every 4-5 years; now it is 2026, as in the strategy document.
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There are disturbing aspects of this extraordinarily slow pace. The WHO’s original budget
estimate for eradication was about $5 million, but since 2000, the annual spending is about $1
billion, raised through Rotary, Gates Foundation and rich country governments. A billion dollars
is not an insignificant portion of WHO’s annual budget. Countries in the three Southern Arc
regions continue the eradication drill, like the curse of Sisyphus. India conducts one annual
national and two sub-national pulse immunisation campaigns with bivalent (type 1 and 3) OPV
(bOPV) for all children below five years, in addition to routine immunisation with five doses —
totalling 10 to 15 doses per child in different States.
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Every paediatric textbook warns that on rare occasions, OPV itself may cause vaccineassociated paralytic polio (VAPP) in vaccinated children (vaccinated VAPP) and unvaccinated
child-contacts (contact VAPP). The commonest cause of vaccinated VAPP is type 3 vaccine
virus and for contact VAPP, it is type 2.
These safety problems were known since 1964. For avoiding VAPP, rich countries immunise
children with the inactivated polio virus vaccine (IPV), which is completely safe.
Should economics or ethics guide our choice between IPV and OPV? The low cost of OPV
could be fallacious: will overall programme-cost be less for 10-15 doses of OPV, including
campaigns, than IPV given through Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP)? We know of no
such analysis.
Ethics is uncompromising. With SARS-CoV-2 vaccines, benefit-risk balance became widely
understood. Against high risk of deaths due to COVID-19, vaccines with rare safety problems,
including death, scored well on benefit-risk analysis. When the risk of WPV polio was annually
two per 1000 pre-school children, and the risk of VAPP in one per 1,50,000 birth cohorts, the
benefit was favourable for OPV. When the risk of death or paralysis falls low, the benefit-risk
ratio reverses — as for COVID-19, so also for polio.
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After WPV-2 was eradicated in 1999, the benefit of type 2 vaccine virus became defunct. The
ethical problem of risk without benefit was neglected until cVDPV2 caused several outbreaks,
beginning in 2006, forcing the tOPV (trivalent oral polio vaccine) to bOPV switch in 2016. WHO
experts recommended one dose of IPV at 14 weeks of age to mitigate further risks of cVDPV2
outbreaks. But that was too little too late, as more countries continue with cVDPV2 outbreaks
than have WPV type 1.
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After wild virus type 3 was globally eradicated in 2012, vaccine virus type 3 had to be removed
for avoiding VAPP. No agency has any right to cause VAPP in the name of eradication,
especially after WPV-3 has been eradicated. This ethical dilemma remained invisible as VAPP is
classified non-polio AFP. In Israel, cVDPV3 emerged and caused the outbreak. Only seven
children were paralysed, all unvaccinated. The risk of paralysis with WPV-3 is one in 1,000
infected children — so at least 7,000 unvaccinated children were infected. Israel’s population is
less than 10 million, but ours is 1,400 million.
The probability of cVDPV3 outbreak is low in India, but on account of our population size of
1,400 million, its impact is likely to be enormous. India must withdraw type 3 and continue
monovalent type 1 OPV, which also must be withdrawn after reaching 85-90% coverage with
IPV, three doses per child.
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(T Jacob John is Past President of Indian Academy of Paediatrics and a Founder-Member of
Rotary International’s PolioPlus Committee. Dhanya Dharmapalan is Pediatric Infectious
Disease Specialist)
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VICE PRESIDENT CALLS FOR AWARDING SOME
EXTRA MARKS TO SPORTSPERSONS IN COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS AND JOB PROMOTIONS TO INCENTIVISE
SPORTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues
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The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today called for awarding some extra marks
to sportspersons in college admissions and promotions in various departments. “Incentives like
this will go a long way in encouraging the sports in the country,” he said.
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Addressing the gathering at the inaugural of the Khelo India University Games-2021 in
Bengaluru today, the Vice President gave a call to return to our roots and asked all stakeholders
to give top priority to our indigenous and rural sports. He expressed happiness over the fact that
this edition of Khelo India would feature 20 sports disciplines with indigenous sports like
Yogasana and Mallakhamba introduced for the first time. “This is very important in order to
preserve and promote our rural and indigenous games which are rooted in tradition and are a
part of our cultural heritage,” he said.
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The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurating Khelo India University Games 2021 in
Bengaluru today. #KIUG2021 #KheloIndia pic.twitter.com/Nr47uUEvuR
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Emphasizing the need to encourage sporting activity upto village level, he called for developing
the necessary sports infrastructure at the grassroots level, with concerted efforts of the centre,
state and local bodies. Together, these will take the Indian sporting potential to new heights, he
added.
Calling for promoting ‘sportsman spirit’ in all spheres of life including politics, Shri Naidu said
sports teach us patience, perseverance and handling of victory or defeat with equanimity. He
appealed to all to make sports as an inalienable part of their daily lives.
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Hailing the New Education Policy-2020 for its emphasis on sports, the Vice President
commended the state of Karnataka for its massive upgradation of sporting venues on par with
international standards. Observing that there is no dearth of talent in India in the field of sports,
he called for efforts toward early identification, adequate training, and support of this vast talent
pool. Calling Khelo India a praiseworthy initiative, Shri Naidu said that it would not only help in
early identification of the best talent, but also ensure that all sports enthusiasts have an equal
opportunity to succeed.
Shri Naidu further said that sports and games ensure the physical fitness of an individual;
inculcate discipline and team spirit, apart from kindling the desire to excel through healthy
competition. Calling for making Games and Sports or Yoga an integral part of the school
curriculum from a young age, the Vice President said that we must encourage children, youth
and the elderly to stay fit by taking part regularly in sports or any other physical activity. He also
advised the youngsters to avoid sedentary lifestyle and junk food and instead eat properly
cooked traditional Indian food.
The Vice President commended the organizers for declaring the Khelo India University Games2021 as the first ever “Green Games” under which all efforts are being made to promote the use
of non-plastic and reusable/ recyclable materials in the conduct of these games. Describing this
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step as exemplary, he wanted the organizers of other events to follow these good practices. Shri
Naidu also praised the co-host of the Games, Jain Deemed-to-Be-University for its
encouragement to sports.
During the inaugural ceremony, artists and sportspersons showcased their performances
including Malkambh Act, Acrobatic Performance and a dance sequence showcasing Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.
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Shri Thawar Chand Gehlot, the Governor of Karnataka, Shri Basavaraj S Bommai, Chief
Minister of Karnataka, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports
and Information and Broadcasting, Dr K C Narayana Gowda, Minister for Youth Empowerment &
Sports & Sericulture, Government of Karnataka, sportspersons from across the country and
others attended the inaugural ceremony.
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The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today called for awarding some extra marks
to sportspersons in college admissions and promotions in various departments. “Incentives like
this will go a long way in encouraging the sports in the country,” he said.
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Addressing the gathering at the inaugural of the Khelo India University Games-2021 in
Bengaluru today, the Vice President gave a call to return to our roots and asked all stakeholders
to give top priority to our indigenous and rural sports. He expressed happiness over the fact that
this edition of Khelo India would feature 20 sports disciplines with indigenous sports like
Yogasana and Mallakhamba introduced for the first time. “This is very important in order to
preserve and promote our rural and indigenous games which are rooted in tradition and are a
part of our cultural heritage,” he said.
The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurating Khelo India University Games 2021 in
Bengaluru today. #KIUG2021 #KheloIndia pic.twitter.com/Nr47uUEvuR
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Emphasizing the need to encourage sporting activity upto village level, he called for developing
the necessary sports infrastructure at the grassroots level, with concerted efforts of the centre,
state and local bodies. Together, these will take the Indian sporting potential to new heights, he
added.
Calling for promoting ‘sportsman spirit’ in all spheres of life including politics, Shri Naidu said
sports teach us patience, perseverance and handling of victory or defeat with equanimity. He
appealed to all to make sports as an inalienable part of their daily lives.
Hailing the New Education Policy-2020 for its emphasis on sports, the Vice President
commended the state of Karnataka for its massive upgradation of sporting venues on par with
international standards. Observing that there is no dearth of talent in India in the field of sports,
he called for efforts toward early identification, adequate training, and support of this vast talent
pool. Calling Khelo India a praiseworthy initiative, Shri Naidu said that it would not only help in
early identification of the best talent, but also ensure that all sports enthusiasts have an equal
opportunity to succeed.
Shri Naidu further said that sports and games ensure the physical fitness of an individual;
inculcate discipline and team spirit, apart from kindling the desire to excel through healthy
competition. Calling for making Games and Sports or Yoga an integral part of the school
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curriculum from a young age, the Vice President said that we must encourage children, youth
and the elderly to stay fit by taking part regularly in sports or any other physical activity. He also
advised the youngsters to avoid sedentary lifestyle and junk food and instead eat properly
cooked traditional Indian food.
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The Vice President commended the organizers for declaring the Khelo India University Games2021 as the first ever “Green Games” under which all efforts are being made to promote the use
of non-plastic and reusable/ recyclable materials in the conduct of these games. Describing this
step as exemplary, he wanted the organizers of other events to follow these good practices. Shri
Naidu also praised the co-host of the Games, Jain Deemed-to-Be-University for its
encouragement to sports.
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During the inaugural ceremony, artists and sportspersons showcased their performances
including Malkambh Act, Acrobatic Performance and a dance sequence showcasing Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.
Shri Thawar Chand Gehlot, the Governor of Karnataka, Shri Basavaraj S Bommai, Chief
Minister of Karnataka, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports
and Information and Broadcasting, Dr K C Narayana Gowda, Minister for Youth Empowerment &
Sports & Sericulture, Government of Karnataka, sportspersons from across the country and
others attended the inaugural ceremony.
*****
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‘ANGANWADI WORKERS ENTITLED TO GRATUITY’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The Supreme Court on Monday held that anganwadi workers and helpers taking care of the
nutrition needs of nearly 158 million children who were considered the “future resource of the
country”, were entitled to gratuity, a basic social security measure.
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A Bench of Justices Ajay Rastogi and A.K. Oka rued how these workers and helpers, who
performed a bouquet of vital services at the grassroots level and were often the bridge between
the government and beneficiaries under the National Food Security Act and the Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS), were made to fight so hard and for so long for the recognition of
their right to be paid gratuity under the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972.
The judgment came in an appeal filed by anganwadi workers and organisations represented by
senior advocates Sanjay Parikh and P.V. Surendranath and advocate Subhash Chandran.
Statutory obligation

IA

“Gratuity is a gesture to appreciate the efforts of a person towards the betterment, development
and prosperity of an establishment and that is the reason for which gratuity is considered to be
social security, and with passage of time, it has become a statutory obligation on the part of
employers,” Justice Rastogi observed in the verdict.
The court underscored that it was time for the Centre and the States to “collectively consider”
bettering the service conditions of anganwadi workers and helpers.
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It warned that a lack of motivation among them would have a crippling effect on the multiple
tasks they performed.
Backbone of ICDS

Anganwadi workers and helpers served in disadvantaged areas and catered to the needs of
underprivileged groups. They formed the backbone of the ICDS.
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Not only children but also women benefited from the services provided by the anganwadi
centres.
“Socialised childcare contributes to the liberation of women… It lightens the burden of looking
after children,” the court noted.
It said the ICDS deserved far greater attention in public policy.
“The scheme acts as an “institutional mechanism for realisation of child and women rights. Yet
these services are regarded as State largesse rather than as enforceable entitlements,” the
court observed in a 72-page judgment.

Our code of editorial values
END

Page 74
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

Page 75
Source : www.thehindu.com

Date : 2022-04-26

86.45% FALL IN MALARIA CASES: MINISTER
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Mansukh Mandaviya

m

Suggesting that the private sector, including private practitioners, need to align their malaria
case management, reporting and related activities with the national programme, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Monday called for the progressive strengthening of the
healthcare delivery system and improving multi-sectoral coordination and collaboration.
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In his address on World Malaria Day, the Health Minister said, “Not only diagnosis and
treatment, swachhta (cleanliness) in our personal and community surroundings and social
awareness regarding malaria control and prevention are equally important in our collective fight
against the disease and for meeting our goal of elimination by 2030.”
This year’s theme is “Harness innovation to reduce the global malaria disease burden and save
lives”.
Malaria elimination
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The Health Minister called for prioritisation of malaria elimination, and said leveraging
technology and innovation would help in developing tailor-made solutions to advance India’s
malaria elimination plan and contribute to improved health, quality of life and alleviation of
poverty.
The Minister said India had made progress in reducing the malaria incidence and deaths.
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“Our efforts have resulted in a 86.45% decline in malaria cases and a 79.16% reduction in
malaria-related deaths in 2021 as compared with 2015,” he said.
“This is a major step towards our goal for elimination of malaria but still more needs to be done
to fulfil the dream of Malaria Free India,” Mr. Mandaviya added.
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A manual on Integrated Vector Management, 2022 was released on this occasion.
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MYOPIC VIEW: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON MIXING
SPORTS AND POLITICS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

S.
co

m

Last Wednesday’s decision by Wimbledon to decline entries from Russian and Belarusian
players for the 2022 edition of the world’s premier tennis tournament has opened a can of
worms. With the Russia-Ukraine war raging, the All England Club stated that “it would be
unacceptable for the Russian regime to derive any benefits from the involvement of Russian or
Belarusian players with The Championships”. Even as the Club acknowledged it was hard on
individual athletes, chairman Ian Hewitt said “they will suffer for the actions of the leaders of the
Russian regime”. It will affect dozens of players including men’s World No.2 and reigning US
Open champion Daniil Medvedev, World No.8 Andrey Rublev, women’s World No.4 Aryna
Sabalenka and two-time Major winner Victoria Azarenka. The move was by no means unique; in
March, World Athletics had similarly ostracised Russian and Belarusian athletes. But
Wimbledon’s decision was unprecedented because unlike other sports, tennis more or less
transcends nationalism. Except in team events such as the Davis Cup and the Billie Jean King
Cup — from which Russia is currently banned — players’ entry into a tournament is based solely
on ranking and not nationality. Criticism from legends like Billie Jean King and Martina
Navratilova was rooted in this fact, so was the pushback from ATP and WTA, the governing
bodies of the men’s and women’s tours.
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That Wimbledon could act unilaterally has much to do with tennis’ splintered administration.
There is no umbrella organisation that directs the sport; the four Majors, ATP, WTA and
International Tennis Federation act independently. There is not an autonomous players’ union
either. Shorn of checks and balances, Wimbledon, to seemingly avoid the optics of a Russian or
Belarusian player holding aloft the trophy — a genuine possibility considering Sabalenka was a
semifinalist in 2021 — thought it was best to impose a blanket ban. But this militates against the
principle of fairness and equal opportunity and may force the ATP and WTA to strip the event of
ranking points, turning it into a glorified exhibition tournament. The episode also brings into focus
the role of the British government, whose guidelines Wimbledon said it had taken into account.
Last month, Sports Minister Nigel Huddleston demanded that Russian players attest “they were
not supporters of Vladimir Putin”, despite Medvedev and Rublev publicly calling for peace. In
fact, Mr. Huddleston’s view was similar to the one espoused by Ukrainian players led by Elina
Svitolina, a two-time Grand Slam semifinalist. While one can empathise with the Ukrainians’
feelings, considering their tragic lived experiences, it sets a damaging precedent when nations
start penalising individual citizens for the actions of political leaders. It appears that both
Wimbledon and the British government do not want to see the wood for the trees.
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BIRTH, DEATH REPORTING TO BE AUTOMATED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Error-free:The changes would be sustainable, scalable and independent of the location, says the
report.PTIPTI
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The Central government is planning to revamp the Civil Registration System (CRS) to enable
the registration of birth and death in real-time with minimum human intervention that will be
independent of location, according to the 2020-21 annual report of the Union Home Ministry.
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The CRS, run by the Registrar-General of India (RGI), is linked to the National Population
Register (NPR), which already has a database of 119 crore residents. The report said there was
a need to update the NPR again, first collated in 2010 and updated in 2015 with Aadhaar,
mobile phone and ration card numbers, “to incorporate the changes due to birth, death and
migration. The NPR is to be updated with the decennial Census exercise that has been
postponed indefinitely due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sustainable change

IA

The report said, “The CRS system is facing challenges in terms of timelines, efficiency and
uniformity, leading to delayed and under-coverage of birth and death. To address the challenges
faced by the system in providing prompt service delivery to the public, the Government of India
has decided to introduce transformational changes in the Civil Registration System of the
country through an IT [information technology]-enabled backbone leading to registration of birth
and death in real-time basis with minimum human intervention.”
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It said the changes would be in terms of automating the process delivery points so that the
service delivery was time-bound, uniform and free from discretion. “The changes would be
sustainable, scalable and independent of the location.”
Last year, several instances of the online registration system being compromised were reported
from States, with the login IDs and passwords of sub-registrars compromised and available in
the open domain.
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Following this, Deputy Registrar-General Sandhya Singh issued an advisory to the Chief
Registrars of all States to avoid the misuse of the online portal user and login ID.
“A few State governments have reported issuance of fake birth and death certificates, including
misuse of the user/login ID and password created in the existing portal/software developed for
online registration of birth and death by unauthorised persons. This has resulted in the
registration of criminal cases in some instances,” the July 28, 2021 advisory said.
At present, the online software available on www.crsorgi.gov.in is operational in 22 States and
Union Territories.
Amendments to Act
The RGI that functions under the Home Ministry has proposed amendments to the Registration
of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 that will enable it to “maintain the database of registered birth
and deaths at the national level”.
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According to the proposed amendments, the database may be used to update the population
register, electoral register, Aadhaar, ration card, passport and driving license databases, The
Hindu had reported.
The registration of birth and death is mandatory under the Act and the Chief Registrar is
mandated to publish a statistical report on the registered births and deaths during the year.
The RGI is empowered under Section 3(3) of the 1969 Act to take steps to coordinate and unify
the activities of the Chief Registrars of births and deaths of all States.
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The Ministry report noted that the proportion of total registered births and deaths had witnessed
a steady increase over the years.
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“The registration level of births has increased to 89.3% in 2018 from 81.3% in 2009. On the
other hand, the registration level of deaths has increased from 66.9% in 2009 to 86% in 2018,” it
pointed out, adding that the level of total registration of deaths was lower than that of births in
the States except Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim and Tamil Nadu and the Union
Territories of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu and
Lakshadweep.
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“Lower level of death registration may partly be attributed to non-reporting of domiciliary deaths
and deaths of females and infants,” it said.
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Avian influenza occurs mainly in wild birds and poultry. Cases of transmission between humans
are extremely rare
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China confirmed its first human case of the H3N8 strain of bird flu on Wednesday. According to
China's National Health Commission, a four-year-old boy living in central Henan province tested
positive for the strain after being hospitalised with a fever and other symptoms. The boy's family
raised chickens at home and lived in an area populated by wild ducks, China's NHC said in a
statement. The NHC said the boy's case was a "one-off cross-species transmission, and the risk
of large-scale transmission is low".
Avian influenza occurs mainly in wild birds and poultry. Cases of transmission between humans
are extremely rare.
Last year, China reported the first human case of H10N3 bird flu.

Many different strains of bird flu are present in China and some sporadically infect people,
usually those working with poultry.
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According to the US Centers for Disease Control, the H5N1 and H7N9 strains of bird flu,
detected in 1997 and 2013, respectively, have been responsible for most cases of human illness
from avian influenza.
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Human infections of zoonotic, or animal-borne, influenzas are "primarily acquired through direct
contact with infected animals or contaminated environments, but do not result in the efficient
transmission of these viruses between people", according to the World Health Organisation.
In 2012, H3N8 was blamed for the deaths of more than 160 seals off the northeastern coast of
the United States after it caused deadly pneumonia in the animals.
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The Mediation Bill, 2021 was introduced in Rajya Sabha on December 20, 2021.
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Mediation is a form of alternative dispute resolution (ADR), where parties attempt to settle
their dispute (outside courts) with the assistance of an independent third person (mediator).
The Bill seeks to promote mediation (including online mediation), and provide for
enforcement of settlement agreements resulting from mediation. Key features of the Bill
include:

Applicability: The Bill will apply to mediation proceedings conducted in India where:
(i) all parties reside in, are incorporated in, or have their place of business in India, (ii)
the mediation agreement states that mediation will be as per this Bill, or (iii) there is
an international mediation (i.e., mediation related to a commercial dispute where at
least one party is a foreign government, a foreign national/resident, or an entity with
its place of business outside India). In these cases, if the central or state government
is a party, the Bill will only apply to: (a) commercial disputes, and (b) other disputes
as notified by such government.
Pre-litigation mediation: In case of civil or commercial disputes, a person must try to
settle the dispute by mediation before approaching any court or certain tribunals as
notified. Even if the parties fail to reach a settlement through pre-litigation mediation,
the court or tribunal may at any stage of the proceedings refer the parties to
mediation if they request for the same.
Disputes not fit for mediation: Disputes not fit for mediation include those: (i) relating
to claims against minors or persons of unsound mind, (ii) involving prosecution for
criminal offences, (iii) affecting the rights of third parties, and (iv) relating to levy or
collection of taxes. The central government may amend this list of disputes.
Mediation process: Mediation proceedings will be confidential. A party may withdraw
from mediation after the first two mediation sessions. The mediation process must
be completed within 180 days (even if the parties fail to arrive at an agreement),
which may be extended by another 180 days by the parties. In case of court annexed
mediation (i.e., mediation conducted at a mediation centre established by any court
or tribunal), the process must be conducted in accordance with directions or rules
framed by the Supreme Court or High Courts.
Mediators: Mediators only assist the parties to settle their dispute, and cannot
impose a settlement on the them. Mediators may be appointed by: (i) the parties by
agreement, or (ii) a mediation service provider (an institution administering
mediation). Mediators must disclose any conflict of interest that may raise doubts on
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their independence. Parties may then choose to replace the mediator.
Mediation Council of India: The central government will establish the Mediation
Council of India. The Council will consist of a chairperson, two full-time members
(with experience in mediation or ADR), three ex-officio members (including
Secretaries in the Ministries of Law and Justice and Finance), and one part-time
member (from an industry body). Functions of the Council include: (i) registration of
mediators, and (ii) recognising mediation service providers and mediation institutes
(providing training, education and certification of mediators).
Mediated settlement agreement: Agreements resulting from mediation must be in
writing, signed by the parties and authenticated by the mediator. Such agreements
will be final, binding, and enforceable in the same manner as court judgments (except
agreements arrived at after community mediation). Mediated settlement agreements
(besides those arrived at in court referred mediation or by Lok Adalat or Permanent
Lok Adalat) may be challenged only on grounds of: (i) fraud, (ii) corruption, (iii)
impersonation, or (iv) relating to disputes not fit for mediation.
Community mediation: Community mediation may be attempted to resolve disputes
likely to affect the peace and harmony amongst residents of a locality. It will be
conducted by a panel of three mediators (may include persons of standing in the
community, and representatives of RWAs).
Interface with other laws: The Bill will override other laws on mediation (except
certain laws such as the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, and the Industrial
Relations Code, 2020). The Bill also makes consequential amendments in certain
laws (such as the Indian Contract Act, 1872, and the Arbitration and Conciliation Act,
1996).
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