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SANDALWOOD SMUGGLING SEES SURGE IN
HYDERABAD

Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Distribution of Key Natural Resources - Forest Resources of the World

Sandalwood chips recently seized from passengers bound for Gulf countries.  

Sandalwood smugglers from the country have stepped up their illegal activity at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport at Shamshabad.

The temporary ban on international flights amid COVID-19 lockdown did not deter the smugglers
with the growing demand for scented sandalwood, also known as ‘liquid gold’ in the underworld
lingua franca for its lucrative value, in overseas markets. The demand has attracted new players
into the game as the number of cases has gone up by four times from two cases in 2019 to eight
cases last year.

According to the data shared by the Customs officials, in 2019 they seized 69.4 kg of
sandalwood, while in 2020, the number rose to 139 kg, apart from one litre of sandalwood oil.

It is learnt that a large number of passengers smuggle the sandalwood chips in small quantities
to Gulf countries, to further export it to African countries where it is used in traditional medicines,
perfumes and pharmaceuticals. They also extract oil from the sandalwood and use it in
medicines.

“The bootleggers try to smuggle various products from India, which have a high demand in other
countries, and as a result these days they are focusing on sandalwood,” a senior Customs
officer told The Hindu .

A few weeks ago, a passenger travelling to Sharjah by an Air Arabia flight was detained by the
Customs officials after they found him carrying 5.30 kg of sandalwood chips in his baggage.

And in July, the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) personnel detained five passengers
who were trying to smuggle out 78.5 kg of sandalwood.

Though the passengers manage to get local purchase bills, carrying sandalwood in passenger
flights is a violation of the provisions of Customs Act, the officer said, adding that many African
tourists or students become a conduit for this contraband during their return journey.

As sandalwood is not grown in Telangana, it raises many questions on how it is being procured
by foreigners in large quantities and later smuggled in small packets.

However, smuggling of foreign cigarettes had seen a sharp decline this year with Customs
officials seizing 5.21 lakh sticks in 11 cases, as against 17.85 lakh tobacco sticks in 37 cases in
2019.
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PM MODI TO DELIVER INAUGURAL ADDRESS AT
NATIONAL METROLOGY CONCLAVE TODAY

Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Climate and Weather & Changes in Climate

The theme of the conclave is 'Metrology for the Inclusive Growth of the Nation

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will deliver the inaugural address at the National Metrology
Conclave on Monday via video conferencing.

The theme of the conclave is 'Metrology for the Inclusive Growth of the Nation'.

According to the Prime Minister's Office (PMO), PM Modi will also dedicate 'National Atomic
Timescale', and 'Bhartiya Nirdeshak Dravya' to the nation, and lay the foundation stone of the
'National Environmental Standards Laboratory'.

The National Atomic Timescale generates Indian Standard Time with an accuracy of 2.8
nanoseconds. Bhartiya Nirdeshak Dravya is supporting testing and calibration of laboratories for
quality assurance, at par with international standards. The National Environmental Standards
Laboratory will aid self-reliance in the certification of ambient air and industrial emission
monitoring equipment.

Union Minister for Science and Technology, Earth Sciences, Dr Harsh Vardhan will also be
present on the occasion.

National Metrology Conclave 2021 is being organised by Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research-National Physical Laboratory (CSIR-NPL), New Delhi, which is entering into its 75th
year of inception.
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS ROLLS OUT A NEW IRON
ORE POLICY GOVERNING ALLOCATION OF RAKES
AND TRANSPORTATION OF IRON ORE

Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Distribution of key Natural Resources - Mineral & Oil Resources of India

A new iron-ore policy governing allocation of rakes and transportation of iron-ore has been
issued on date by Indian Railways. The aim of policy is to attune it to the present day needs of
customers and assure them that Indian Railways is fully committed to meet the complete
requirement of transportation of iron ore customers and provide total logistics support to steel
industry to meet the competitive challenges domestically and globally. Production of steel is
critically dependent on transportation of iron and other raw materials. The policy sets down clear
guidelines on how to fully meet the requirement of customers by leveraging infrastructure
facilities available at loading and unloading ends to the fullest. The new policy has been named
as ‘Iron-ore Policy 2021’ and shall come into effect from 10.02.2021. The provisions of the new
policy will be updated in the Rake Allotment System module by CRIS.

Important highlights of the new policy are:

·         Existing categorisation based on customer’s profile into CBT/Non CBT customers
henceforth is being done away with. Old and new plants will be treated similarly as far as
allotment/loading of rakes is concerned.

·         Categorization of Priority of movement of Iron Ore has now been based on the
availability of Railway infrastructure developed by the customer for loading/unloading and
the nature of movement between various types of sidings with a view to maximize iron-
ore movement by rail.

·         The priority preferences for the customers will be self-generated by the system
(Rake allotment scheme) based on customer profile (name of manufacture, consignor
name, consignee name, siding/PFT name and code) fed in the system by the concerning
zone.

·         Higher priority given to movement of iron-ore traffic for domestic manufacturing
activity.

·         Within domestic movement of iron-ore traffic, priority preference given to Steel /Pig
Iron/Sponge Iron/pellet/sinter plant owning customers having their own private sidings at
both loading as well as unloading ends (C+), customers with private siding at either
loading or unloading end (C), customers without any private siding of their own relying
totally on public goodsheds/sidings (C-) in that order.

 

·         Customers are free to choose the priorities or combination of priorities for moving
their traffic as per eligibility and necessity. No permission is required to be obtained for
choosing priorities or combination of priorities. 

·         Export traffic shall be given priority ‘D’. To differentiate rail-cum-sea traffic from
export traffic, the former should be accompanied by a self-declaration that such traffic is
meant for domestic consumption and railway will not be held responsible for any wrong
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declaration submitted by the manufacturer. 

·         Pellet and sinter traffic will also move under priority D.

·         Any type of customer can move traffic under priority D as per his requirement.

·         Dispatch of ‘low grade fines or iron ore rejects’ generated during the process of
manufacturing has been freely allowed under priority D to any location. 

·         Under contractual traffic (GPWIS), customer is free to place indents as per their
requirement. 

·         With the aim to facilitate ‘Ease of doing business’ scrutiny of documentation by
Railways has been removed. EDRM office, Kolkata which has been sanctioning
programme for movement of iron-ore traffic will have no regulatory role in the new policy.
The office will be undertaking analysis of various iron-ore traffic for further improvement of
Railway freight loading.

·         Customers now desirous of moving their traffic under any priority will have to give
undertaking that they have procured, transported and utilized materials as per rules and
regulations of Central and State Governments.  For lapses, customers will be liable to be
taken up as per the law of land and railway will stand indemnified for any such lapses
committed by customers.  

Iron-ore is the second most important stream of traffic of Railways and along with steel accounts
for nearly 17% (53.81 Million Tonne of Steel & 153.35 Million Tonne of Iron ore) of total 1210
Million Tonne freight loading of IR in 2019-20. The new Iron-ore Policy, 2021 issued by Ministry
of Railways is expected to have positive impact on the steel industry, provide powerful impetus
to the core sector of the economy and boost country’s economic growth.

*****

DJN/MKV

A new iron-ore policy governing allocation of rakes and transportation of iron-ore has been
issued on date by Indian Railways. The aim of policy is to attune it to the present day needs of
customers and assure them that Indian Railways is fully committed to meet the complete
requirement of transportation of iron ore customers and provide total logistics support to steel
industry to meet the competitive challenges domestically and globally. Production of steel is
critically dependent on transportation of iron and other raw materials. The policy sets down clear
guidelines on how to fully meet the requirement of customers by leveraging infrastructure
facilities available at loading and unloading ends to the fullest. The new policy has been named
as ‘Iron-ore Policy 2021’ and shall come into effect from 10.02.2021. The provisions of the new
policy will be updated in the Rake Allotment System module by CRIS.

Important highlights of the new policy are:

·         Existing categorisation based on customer’s profile into CBT/Non CBT customers
henceforth is being done away with. Old and new plants will be treated similarly as far as
allotment/loading of rakes is concerned.

·         Categorization of Priority of movement of Iron Ore has now been based on the
availability of Railway infrastructure developed by the customer for loading/unloading and
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the nature of movement between various types of sidings with a view to maximize iron-
ore movement by rail.

·         The priority preferences for the customers will be self-generated by the system
(Rake allotment scheme) based on customer profile (name of manufacture, consignor
name, consignee name, siding/PFT name and code) fed in the system by the concerning
zone.

·         Higher priority given to movement of iron-ore traffic for domestic manufacturing
activity.

·         Within domestic movement of iron-ore traffic, priority preference given to Steel /Pig
Iron/Sponge Iron/pellet/sinter plant owning customers having their own private sidings at
both loading as well as unloading ends (C+), customers with private siding at either
loading or unloading end (C), customers without any private siding of their own relying
totally on public goodsheds/sidings (C-) in that order.

 

·         Customers are free to choose the priorities or combination of priorities for moving
their traffic as per eligibility and necessity. No permission is required to be obtained for
choosing priorities or combination of priorities. 

·         Export traffic shall be given priority ‘D’. To differentiate rail-cum-sea traffic from
export traffic, the former should be accompanied by a self-declaration that such traffic is
meant for domestic consumption and railway will not be held responsible for any wrong
declaration submitted by the manufacturer. 

·         Pellet and sinter traffic will also move under priority D.

·         Any type of customer can move traffic under priority D as per his requirement.

·         Dispatch of ‘low grade fines or iron ore rejects’ generated during the process of
manufacturing has been freely allowed under priority D to any location. 

·         Under contractual traffic (GPWIS), customer is free to place indents as per their
requirement. 

·         With the aim to facilitate ‘Ease of doing business’ scrutiny of documentation by
Railways has been removed. EDRM office, Kolkata which has been sanctioning
programme for movement of iron-ore traffic will have no regulatory role in the new policy.
The office will be undertaking analysis of various iron-ore traffic for further improvement of
Railway freight loading.

·         Customers now desirous of moving their traffic under any priority will have to give
undertaking that they have procured, transported and utilized materials as per rules and
regulations of Central and State Governments.  For lapses, customers will be liable to be
taken up as per the law of land and railway will stand indemnified for any such lapses
committed by customers.  

Iron-ore is the second most important stream of traffic of Railways and along with steel accounts
for nearly 17% (53.81 Million Tonne of Steel & 153.35 Million Tonne of Iron ore) of total 1210
Million Tonne freight loading of IR in 2019-20. The new Iron-ore Policy, 2021 issued by Ministry
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of Railways is expected to have positive impact on the steel industry, provide powerful impetus
to the core sector of the economy and boost country’s economic growth.

*****

DJN/MKV
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IN A FIRST, KOLKATA GETS BOAT LIBRARY. TRIP,
TICKET PRICE AND OTHER DETAILS

Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Indian River System Including Lakes, and HEPs

Kolkata: A children's library on a boat was launched in Kolkata on Republic Day, a first of a kind
initiative.

Children will be able to choose from a selection of 500 titles in English and Bengali on the Young
Readers' Boat Library, an official said on Tuesday.

The idea behind the boat library is that one can read some good collection of books while
appreciating the beauty of Kolkata, cruising on the Hooghly, he said.

Also Read | How India has become an unequal republic

"The boat library would take people on a three-hour- long trip," the official said.

The trip will start at Millenium Park and the boat will travel all the way to Belur Math jetty and
return, he said.

There will be three trips on all weekdays, he added.

The boat has a free wifi facility as well.

The library has been set up by the West Bengal Transport Corporation (WBTC) in collaboration
with a heritage book store of the city, the official said.

A ride on the boat would cost 100 for adults and 50 for children.

The library will eventually host activities such as storytelling, dramatised readings, poetry
sessions, book launches, music and more, he said.
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TROPICAL CYCLONES MOVE CLOSER TO LAND
EXCEPT FOR ATLANTIC HURRICANES

Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Important Geophysical Phenomenon - Tropical Cyclones

Tropical cyclones across the globe, except Atlantic hurricanes, are moving closer to land in
recent decades, a new study found.

Tropical cyclones generally have been moving westward by about 30 kilometres per decade
since 1982, putting them closer to land and making them more dangerous, a study published in
Science said. Each decade since the 1980s, an additional two cyclones have come within 200
kilometres of land, the study said

Researchers do not quite know why this is happening, but it adds to other ominous trends in
cyclone activity. Past studies have found that the most intense storms are getting stronger and
storms in general are getting wetter, shifting poleward, moving slower and are keeping their
power longer after hitting land. But while the new study found storms are getting closer to land,
researchers still haven’t seen a significant increase in landfalls, which “is still a puzzle,” said
study lead author Shuai Wang, a cyclone scientist at Imperial College in London.

It's mysterious that, unlike other areas, the Atlantic hurricane basin didn’t show any significant
westward shift, but that could be because the Atlantic hurricane zone is more closely surrounded
by continents, Wang said. The busiest tropical cyclone basin is in the western Pacific, where
there are the most landfalls and the shift westward is twice as big as the global average.

Wang and his colleagues are still trying to figure out why this westward shift is happening.
Storms generally move east to west because of trade winds in the tropics, so a greater
westward shift usually puts them closer to where the land is, Wang said. Storms that form just
west of land, such as in the Pacific off the California and Mexican coasts, are usually moving
away from land already, so this shift doesn’t spare more land. Changes in atmospheric currents
that steer storms tend to be pushing cyclones farther west, but why is still an open question,
Wang said. He said it could be only partly explained by some natural long-term climate cycles.

Other shifts in atmospheric patterns have been connected to human-caused climate change and
that’s a possible factor in the shift but not something researchers can prove yet, he said.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology hurricane expert Kerry Emanuel said the study is
plausible, especially since scientists have already seen a shift of storms more toward the north
and south poles, but it raises questions that require follow up, especially why no corresponding
increase in landfalls has been found.
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