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TO SERVE THE GOVERNED: ON OFFICIAL SECRETS
ACT

Relevant for: Ethics | Topic: Challenges of corruption

The constitutional freedom to use and publicise information is directly affected by the provisions
of the Official Secrets Act, 1923, which as with most of British India enactments followed the
Official Secrets Act, 1920, passed by the British Parliament. It was strict enough then but after
Independence in ‘free India’ we amended it and made it stricter in 1967, widening the scope of
Section 5 (“Wrongful communication. etc., of information”) and enlarging the scope of Section 8
(“Duty of giving information as to commission of offences”).

Whenever I think about the Official Secrets Act, 1923, I recall a scene from the son et lumière
(sound and light show) at the Red Fort enacted almost every evening where 100 years of Indian
history is brilliantly encapsulated in a one-hour show: in it the Emperor Aurangzeb (who reigned
for 60 years) asks his courtiers, “What is this noise, that is troubling us from outside?” And the
courtiers reply: “Your Majesty, it is music.” And Aurangzeb’s majestic response is: “Then bury it
deep into the bowels of the earth.”

I always thought — un-majestically, but seriously — that this should have been the fate of the
Official Secrets Act, 1923, which has been so frequently misused, that it ought to have been
repealed when India got independence. In fact when the Janata government which came to
power at the end of the Internal Emergency, and set up what was then known (and is now
forgotten) as the Second Press Commission, it was chaired by a great and good judge, Justice
Goswami of the Supreme Court of India, whose common sense approach to all subjects greatly
attracted me to him.

L.K. Advani, then Minister for Information and Broadcasting, requested me to be a member of
the Commission, and I agreed. The Commission proceeded in great earnestness for months,
and ultimately, when its report was ready in December 1979, a report that implored the
government of the day to immediately repeal the Official Secrets Act, 1923, it never saw the light
of day. Indira Gandhi, who came back to power in January 1980, wrote to the members a polite
letter of thanks for our deliberations and promptly dissolved and disbanded the Justice Goswami
Commission. It was replaced by the now officially known Second Press Commission presided
over by Justice K.K. Mathew. The Goswami Commission and all its deliberations had been
obliterated by a stroke of the pen. If Mrs. Gandhi had returned to power a few months later and
our report had been accepted by the previous government, concerns in the context of The
Hindu’s exposé on the Rafale deal would probably not have arisen over what the Attorney
General of India ought to have said or done or ought not to have said or done. The Official
Second Press Commission (the Mathew Commission) did not recommend the repeal of the
Official Secrets Act of 1923.

Since I still regard the press (and no longer the electronic media) as the champion of Article
19(1)(a) freedoms, I would like to say that the press must serve the governed, not those who
govern. In his famous Gettysburg Address, Abraham Lincoln described good governance as “of
the people, by the people and for the people”. Centuries later we do understand the “of”, and are
willing to tolerate the “by” but unfortunately we keep forgetting the “for”. If government is indeed
for the people, it has a solemn obligation to keep the people well informed.

Fortunately, the modern trend in today’s world is towards less secrecy and more information.
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), adopted by the General
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Assembly of the United Nations way back in 1966, specifically includes the right to freedom of
expression, defined as “the freedom to seek, receive and impart the information and ideas of all
kinds”.

The Janata government signed and ratified this Covenant in 1979, but none of the later
Governments has lived up to its ideals. We have enacted Article 19(1)(a) in our 1950
Constitution with extremely limited restrictions — in Article 19(2) — but again only paid lip
service to freedom of speech and expression.

I am proud that The Hindu has not just preached but stuck its neck out in support of this cardinal
freedom of ours. Bravo.

Fali S. Nariman is an eminent jurist
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LAWS LIKE OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT CONFLATE
INTERESTS OF PARTICULAR PARTIES WITH THE
GREATER GOOD

Relevant for: Ethics | Topic: Challenges of corruption

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The writer is a sociologist.

The greatest failing of Indian public life over the past 70 years is the manner in which the state
and forms of government have become identified with the life of the people. We have come to
believe that state and society are the same thing and that pronouncements about the public
good that emanate from organs of the state summarise ideal citizenship. This is not actually
nationalism or patriotism. It is statism and it has had (and continues to have) very significant
consequences for public welfare and our inability to differentiate between the interests of a few
from that of the many.

Public welfare is best served through the ability of the citizenry to constantly redefine the
meaning of the term and to rescue it from the dead reason of legal and civic bureaucracies.
Economic welfare, social reform, public justice and individual liberty are topics that are far too
important to be left to statist thinking whose raison d’etre is the consolidation of power with those
who already have it. The kinds of laws we have — and the manner in which they are used —
provide a good indication of the simplistic conflation between the interests of the state and those
of public welfare.

The Official Secrets Act of 1923 (OSA), even though its powers have been curtailed by past
court judgments, must be one of the most egregious instances of a law that infantilises common
citizens through the notion that they should not question the idea of the “secret” itself. The secret
is put forward as a sacred idea that protects us from evil, and the state is the unquestionably
best judge of what is good and evil. Secrets as a method of governance exist in societies
marked by unquestioning faith. The OSA, a left-over from the despotism of the colonial era, was
intended to protect the empire from its enemies but is now a key tool for silencing a questioning
citizenry. This law has remained on the book irrespective of the political party in power,
reinforcing the parent-child relationship between the state and its subjects.

Why should we not ask what is good for us and why the state should not be open to informed
scrutiny? Are politicians the only group equipped to understand what is good for the nation?
And, is national life so incredibly fragile as to be splintered into shards of uncertainty by debates
over how “threats to national interests” come to be defined?

A close cousin of the OSA — in terms of the inability to distinguish colonial strategies from those
required for a free society — is the provision of Indian Penal Code (IPC) that covers “sedition”.
Section 124-A of the IPC notes that “Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or
by visible representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or
excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the Government established by law in India” is
liable to be punished with life imprisonment. A wide variety of acts may fall foul of this law,
including sloganeering by students, not supporting the Indian cricket team in an India-Pakistan
match and questioning political strategies that are built on religious divisiveness. In effect, it is a
law open to both individual idiosyncrasy as well as party-political vengefulness.
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In its 2018 report on sedition, the Law Commission of India suggested that a “healthy debate” on
the topic may open it up to more nuanced thinking on its meaning in contemporary India. What
might be needed, in addition, is a vigorous debate on the nature of contemporary Indian
nationalism, the propagation of unquestioning faith in the state and the spread of these ideas
through the most powerful of all methods of dissemination: Popular culture. The sacredness of
secrets and the normalisation of “sedition”, though enshrined through archaic legal provisions,
have their most powerful impact through everyday repetitions in a variety of media, including
advertising. An attention to laws needs to be supplemented by attention to the everyday grounds
of belief and behaviour upon which laws stand.

The broader discussion we need to have concerns the nature of public perceptions regarding
nationalism, patriotism and our relationship with the state. This is irrespective of the party in
power. Support for a change in laws comes from a change in the public mood. The debates we
need to have are of the following kind. First, if we allow unlimited scope for the idea that national
welfare requires the absolute quarantining of certain forms of state activity from public scrutiny
— and that the state is the final arbiter of national welfare — then, is it even possible to
recognise that the state is itself formed out of specific actors with short-term goals that may have
little to do with collective benefit? Political parties form the state. The idea of the state needs to
be differentiated from the goals of those who run it.

Second, what is frequently defined as sedition is frequently a way of rethinking the meaning of
nationalism. The colonial antecedents of penal provisions for seditious activity derive precisely
from the fright and horror occasioned by this imagination. So-called seditious acts are valuable
attempts to unfasten the straight-jacket into which the idea of nationalism has been confined.
Why should we not practice the nationalism of anti-casteism, religious diversity and human
rights? A nation is not much of a community if it has no capacity for introspection. It then
becomes a spectre.

To think of the nation in these ways, however, requires that we do not subsume national life —
that is, the life of the people — into that of the state, not imagine the goals of political parties to
be the same as those of the state and not allow ourselves to be forever treated as helpless
infants who are unable to think for themselves. The overweening state is the real danger to
national welfare and requires recalcitrance as civic duty.

This article first appeared in the March 13, 2019 print edition under the title ‘Secrets are not
sacred’
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MAKE ETHICS AND EXCELLENCE AS YOUR GUIDING
PRINCIPLES: VICE PRESIDENT

Relevant for: Ethics | Topic: Ethics in Private and Public relationships

Vice President's Secretariat

Make ethics and excellence as your guiding principles: Vice
President

Advises IRS Officer Trainees to make India a business
friendly, entrepreneur-friendly tax regime and a people-
centric tax administration;

Addresses 72 Batch of Indian Revenue Service Officer
Trainees

Posted On: 12 MAR 2019 4:19PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has advised the IRS Officer
Trainees to make ethics and excellence as their guiding principles. He was
addressing the 173 Officer Trainees of the 72ndBatch of Indian Revenue Service,
here today.

The Vice President said that reforms in governance, path-breaking legislative and
administrative measures like GST are changing the way we govern ourselves.
Quoting Prime Minister’s advice to all administrators - “Reform, Perform and
Transform”, he said that you have the aptitude and a unique opportunity to reform
and transform our country with your performance.

Saying a lot of transformation is taking place in the Tax administration in the country
to promote a culture of tax compliance, Shri Naidu said that the most remarkable
outcome of demonetization was the sustained growth of digital transactions leaving
behind digital trail for the Revenue department to follow. As tax-authorities, you
should encourage digital transactions and incentivize business to encourage their
customers to adopt digital transactions, he added.

The Vice President quoted Kautilya who said that the government should collect the
tax like honeybee which collects only appropriate amount of honey so that both could
survive. Our effort too is to make our tax regime easy, transparent and predictable
and we expect you to facilitate this process of further easing the tax regime without
relaxing the compliance, he added.
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Saying that IRS Officer Trainees are entering into this service at a crucial juncture in
country’s economy, Shri Naidu advised them to make India a business friendly,
entrepreneur-friendly tax regime and a people-centric tax administration. He further
said that India is the fastest growing economy in the world with restrained inflation
and the steady economic growth, much better than most economies, makes India the
best place to work.

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

“I extend a very warm welcome to you all and wish you every success in your
professional career.

You all have successfully qualified for this service after a fairly rigorous selection
process. I congratulate you all for joining this coveted career.

As you enter into a promising and demanding career, I believe that you are entering
the service at a critical moment in India’s growth story.

The steady economic growth, much better than most economies, makes India the
best place to work. 

Reforms in governance, path-breaking legislative and administrative measures like
GST are changing the way we govern ourselves. Our Prime Minister has given a very
effective advice to all administrators when he said: - “Reform, Perform and
Transform”. You have the aptitude and a unique opportunity to reform and transform
our country with your performance.

Kautilya’s dictum “Treasury is the basis of Power”- is the motto of the Income Tax
Department. You have the privilege of making our country’s economy more robust by
efficient resource mobilization.

Kautilya also said “All the programmes depend first and foremost on the Treasury”.
The edifice of welfare governance is built on the resources available with the State. 
As the ancient Indians described the role of the State, “the King collected tax from the
public for public welfare and public good, just as the Sun draws moisture from the
earth to give it back a thousand-fold.”

Over the last four years, Union Government’s Budget expenditure has increased from
around Rs 16 lakh crores (RE 2013-14) to around Rs 28 lakh crores (BE 2019-20).

Government’s development efforts have been ably supported by the buoyant revenue
collection due to efforts of Revenue Department. Over the last four years, Central
Government’s net Tax revenue has increased from Rs 8.2 lakh crores (2013-14) to
estimated Rs 17 lakh crores (BE 2019-20).An estimated increase of about Rs.9 lakh
crores in five years is a telling example of efficiency and competence of our Revenue
Officials.

Despite our enhanced budget expenditure on welfare schemes because of buoyancy
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in revenue collections, we have followed the path of fiscal discipline of FRBM Act and
have restrained our fiscal deficit to around 3.4% of the GDP. 

There has been a 80% increase in the tax base over last four years.

A lot of transformation is taking place in the Tax administration in the country to
promote a culture of tax compliance.

The Demonetization brought undisclosed income of about Rs 1,30,000 crore under
the tax and led to seizure and attachment of assets worth approximately Rs 50,000
crore. Benami assets worth Rs 6,900 crore and foreign assets worth Rs 1,600 crore
have been attached. As many as 3,38,000 shell companies have been detected and
de-registered.

The most remarkable outcome of demonetization was the sustained growth of digital
transactions leaving behind digital trail for the Revenue department to follow. As tax-
authorities, I will expect you to encourage digital transactions and incentivize
business to encourage their customers to adopt digital transactions.

The Government has been promoting the use of digital technology in Tax
administration. In this year’s interim budget, the Government has proposed a
technology intensive project to transform the Income-tax Department into a more
assessee friendly one. It is proposed that all returns will be processed in twenty-four
hours and refunds issued simultaneously.  It is therefore necessary that the Revenue
Officers should have intense training in technology and regularly upgrade their
technology skills.

Kautilya said that the government should collect the tax like honeybee which collects
only appropriate amount of honey so that both could survive.

Our effort too is to make our tax regime easy, transparent and predictable.  We
expect you to facilitate this process of further easing the tax regime without relaxing
the compliance.  

That was why the Government took up the resolve to implement GST, that was
languishing for 17 years. It was the single biggest tax reform in the world which
turned India into a single market without tax barriers. It is a shining example of
cooperative federalism. The reporting requirements have been gradually eased.
Despite continuous rate reductions and reporting relaxations, GST collection trends
are encouraging. The average monthly tax collection during 2018-19 has been Rs
97,100 crore per month as compared to Rs 89,700 crore per month in the first year. It
proves that an easy, predictable tax regime with low tax rates, ensures better tax
compliance and increased revenue realization.

My dear Young Officers,

You are entering into this service at a crucial juncture in country’s economy.  And this
fact has been acknowledged by every prominent international agency like IMF, World
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Bank and even Moody’s. We are the fastest growing economy in the world with
restrained inflation.

Young Officers,

While the forces of liberalization and globalisation have brought new buoyancy in the
country’s economy, it has also opened an international dimension of tax evasion. You
will have to keep yourself abreast with the global financial regime and global
movement of capital. Associated with this is the issue of funding of global terror
networks through illegitimate Hawala networks. You will be required to closely
coordinate with enforcement agencies and Bankers The world is gradually building a
global regime to track and report tax evasions, financial frauds fugitives. The
Government is actively supporting the need for such a global regime.

We have been steadfast in our fight against unaccounted money and organized
financial corruption. To track down tax offenders, we have renegotiated the Double
Taxation Treaties with countries like Switzerland, OECD countries, Mauritius and
have signed Automatic Information Exchange Agreements with Tax Havens. The
Benami Transaction (Prohibition) Amendment Act has been passed. Similarly,
Fugitive Economic Offenders Act has been passed to take over the properties of
economic fugitives, in India and abroad. I expect that you must be well-versed in
international dimensions of tax evasion.

As I told you, you are entering into this service at a crucial juncture in country’s
economy, your role becomes crucial in making India a business friendly, and
entrepreneur-friendly tax regime and a people-centric tax administration.

I wish you a very successful and gratifying professional career with ethics and
excellence as your guiding principles.

Jai Hind.”

***

AKT/BK/MS/RK
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A NEW RED LINE
Relevant for: Ethics | Topic: Codes of Ethics and Codes of Conduct

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

Ever since the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, new media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook and
WhatsApp, have become political battlegrounds. These spaces of electioneering have, however,
remained unregulated because the Representation of People Act (RPA), 1951, does not cover
social media. On Wednesday, the Election Commission (EC) and Internet and Mobile
Association of India — the body that represents social media firms — took a decisive step
towards plugging this gap. The two agencies agreed on a Code of Ethics, which social media
outfits will follow during the Lok Sabha elections. The Code that came into effect on March 20
ticks several boxes — it emphasises transparency and stresses on measures to “prevent abuse
of social media platforms”. However, as Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora put it, “the
document should be seen as a work in progress”. Since adherence to the Code is voluntary,
much will depend on the measures taken by individual social media outfits to put the document’s
guidelines into practice.

Section 126 of the RPA prohibits political parties and candidates from campaigning in the two
days before voting. In January, an EC panel suggested bringing social media platforms under
the Act’s ambit so that voters are “afforded a period of reflection”. The panel suggested that
these new media platforms should abide by the EC’s guidelines about taking down
“objectionable content”. Social media outfits, however, did not agree with the recommendation
that such content “be taken down within three hours of a notice”. It’s reassuring that the Code,
put in place on Wednesday, addresses the EC’s concerns: “Valid legal orders will be
acknowledged and/ or processed within three hours for violations reported under Section 126”.
Also welcome is the Code’s insistence on “transparency in paid political advertisements”. Any
political advertisement posted without the EC’s certification and notified as such by the EC will
be acted upon expeditiously, the Code says.

The Code asks social media firms to train the EC’s nodal officers on how their “platforms work
and on mechanisms for sending requests on dealing with offensive material”. These companies
will also develop a “reporting mechanism” through which the poll watchdog can inform the
platforms about “potential violations of Section 126”. The Code’s success will depend, in large
measure, on how these channels of communication work. In the run-up to the Lok Sabha
elections, the conduct of the social media firms — and the EC — will be watched.
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LOKPAL: THE INSTITUTION IS USEFUL BUT ITS
DESIGN IS NOT THOUGHT THROUGH

Relevant for: Ethics | Topic: Challenges of corruption

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The writer is former Upalokayukta, Maharashtra.

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 2013 came into existence on January 1, 2014. It extends to the
whole of India and applies to “public servants” as defined in the Act, which includes the
incumbent prime minister and Union ministers. Past public servants can also be investigated.
This “landmark” law followed prolonged public debates on issues related to corruption, and
several demonstrations, including by activists such as Anna Hazare. Some politicians like Arvind
Kejriwal, who had supported the enactment, later stated that what was actually enacted was a
“Jokepal Act”.

The drama of the years prior to the enactment of the law will be etched in public memory. It
became possible because the two lead political parties then — the ruling UPA and the NDA —
joined hands in the “war against corruption” thinking that the enactment would yield rich political
dividend. The passage of the bill did not, therefore, pose any difficulty: At that point, the code of
conduct for the 2014 general election had not come in existence. However, it was enacted in
great hurry and contained numerous legal infirmities, which will sooner or later be tested in the
appropriate courts of law.

This issue was in the works for nearly half a century after the recommendation for a Lokpal at
the Centre was first made by the Administrative Reforms Committee of 1966. It had been the
subject of several assurances given by incumbent prime ministers on the floor of Parliament.
Given this background, the law should have been better drafted. It should have gone before a
select committee of Parliament for scrutiny by all the stakeholders.

Some of the provisions of the Act contain directions, which are not tenable. Section 63 of the Act
mandates establishment of the Lokayukta in every state, where it is not established “within a
period of one year from the date of commencement of this Act”. Many of the states have already
enacted and developed Lokayukta institutions much earlier, but this section had little effect on
states which had not done so till then. Tamil Nadu, for instance, has enacted the law only now,
but Lokayukta appointments are yet to be made — the one- year period is long over. This shows
that the section is a dead letter apart from encroaching on the legislative powers of the
respective states.

There are many other provisions of doubtful utility. “Competent authorities” are defined in the
Act. In section 24, if the findings of the Lokpal disclose any corruption, a copy of the report is to
be sent to the “competent authority” while filing a chargesheet. In the case of the prime minister
being the accused, the competent authority mentioned is the House of the People, namely the
Lok Sabha. If such “authorities” have no major role in the Act, why call them “competent
authorities”? The time limit for “the removal of difficulties” in the Act is already over, unless
extended again, by law.

More importantly, what is indeed not adequately appreciated in the fierce anti-corruption debate,
which will continue with greater intensity in the election season, is that this Act is only applicable
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to “public servants” who come within the purview of the Union of India and not the states. The
scope for the Lokpal to deal with corruption involving public servants would, therefore, be limited
to a narrow band of public servants.

A very large part of the corruption we talk about involves state governments, their agencies and
bodies of the local self-government, which would fall entirely outside the purview of the central
Lokpal — in varying degrees (depending upon the actual state legislation), these come under
the state lokayuktas. A fully empowered lokayukta in Karnataka, enjoying “terms of service”
equivalent to the chief justice of India, has hardly failed to contain corruption in that state. There
were instances when the institution there itself came under a serious cloud, and when the
lokayukta himself had to resign following a controversy involving his own son.

The point here in any case is not the utility of the institution at the Centre. It is the undue haste
with which the law itself was earlier enacted and the obvious haste with which the institution is
being operationalised five years later, after assuming a sudden urgency — reportedly on
account of the Supreme Court’s (SC) admonition. The SC had considered the delay several
times in the past few years. So what is new now?

A code of conduct prior to the Lok Sabha elections has come into place from March 10. The
guidelines contained in the model code of conduct do refer to a ban on appointments or
promotions in the government, without prior clearance of the Election Commission (EC). It could
be argued that these are not election-related appointments in the government, but the
appointment of high functionaries by the President. The note below these instructions in the
Model Code of Conduct states that the list of dos and don’ts is only illustrative and cases of
doubt should be referred to the EC. In this case, the President of India (read as advised by the
Union cabinet comprising members of the party in office) may take the stand that they are acting
at the orders of the SC. Opposition parties are unlikely to complain either, since the common
plank now is “anti-corruption”. And the EC too is likely to look the other way, once the President
“swears in” the new appointees.

This article first appeared in the print edition on March 25, 2019, under the title
‘Loopholes in the Lokpal’.

(The writer is former Upalokayukta, Maharashtra)
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YOUNGER GENERATION SHOULD BE ACQUAINTED
WITH OUR HISTORY, CULTURE & HERITAGE: VICE
PRESIDENT
Relevant for: Ethics | Topic: Human Values - Lessons from the lives and teachings of great Leaders, Reformers

and Administrators

Vice President's Secretariat

Younger generation should be acquainted with our History,
Culture & Heritage: Vice President

We need to conserve and protect Archaeological sites;

India’s ancient history became a casualty of Colonial Rule;

Releases three-volume Book – Felicitating a Legendary
Archaeologist B.B. Lal

Posted On: 22 MAR 2019 7:28PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that the younger
generation should be acquainted with our history, culture and heritage. He called for
conservation and protection of archaeological sites as the sites stand testimony to
India’s rich and vibrant heritage. 

He was addressing the gathering after releasing the three-volume book – ‘Felicitating
a Legendary Archaeologist B.B. Lal’, edited by the eminent Archaeologist, Dr. B.R.
Mani, the Air Vice Marshal (Retd.), Rajesh Lal, the Chairperson of Draupadi Dream
Trust, Ms. Neera Misra & Dr. Vinay Kumar of Banaras Hindu University, here today. 

Shri Naidu expressed his concern that the India’s ancient history became a casualty
of the Colonial Rule.

The Vice President said that the research is an ongoing quest for knowledge and
every achievement sets a new yardstick for younger generation of scholars. It is truly
heartening to read articles by so many young scholars, and I must appreciate the
editors for having given platform to them, he said. He further highlighted the
importance of Archaeological sites in teaching the younger generation about the great
heritage, archeological skills, diverse culture and tradition of the country.

The Vice President urged upon the Ministry of Culture to highlight and promote them
as tourist attractions and make visitors aware of the great antiquity of our nation and
Delhi. He also wanted the administrators to develop them as Archaeology Parks to
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showcase the antiquity of the regions. He also wanted them to make use of modern
technology to create Archaeology Park experiences for public. 

Shri Naidu said that efforts should be made to nourish the young talent by providing
them research facilities, financial support and also by platforms to publish their
articles and research papers on ancient Indian traditions, culture. Compiling and
consolidating academic research would help the current and future generations, to
understand the history, he opined.

Shri Naidu opined that books such as the one released, highlights the significance of
nourishing ancient India’s civilization apart from honoring stalwarts like Padma
Bhushan Prof B.B. Lal, whose contribution has been important in unearthing some of
the most significant landmarks of India’s ancient History and Culture.

Leading Archaeologists, Historians and scholars of Ancient Indian Civilization and
Culture were present at the venue.

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

“It gives me great pleasure to be amongst the leading Archaeologists, Historians and
scholars of Ancient Indian Civilization and Culture.

I need not dwell upon the importance of archaeology in deciphering the past in terms
of history, culture and the ways of living as all of you are experts.

I am delighted to release the three-volume book – Felicitating a Legendary
Archaeologist B.B.Lal, edited by eminent archaeologist, Dr B.R. Mani, Air Vice
Marshal (retd.) Rajesh Lal, Ms. Neera Misra, Chairperson-Trustee of the Draupadi
Dream Trust and Dr Vinay Kumar, Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture and
Archaeology, Banaras Hindu University.

As I learn, this book is an effort to highlight the significance of nourishing ancient 
India’s civilization and honor one of the tallest archaeologists of today, Padma
Bhushan Prof B.B. Lal, whose contribution has been important in unearthing some of
the most significant landmarks of India’s ancient History and Culture.

I understand that Prof. Lal, commencing with the excavations from the Harappa days
in 1946, has completed 73 continuous years of research and writing on Archaeology
and in recognition of his work, it was decided to bring out this Felicitation Volume to
honor his services for the cause of archaeology. We normally see holding of
felicitation functions, but paying tribute to the body of work of Prof. Lal through a book
is something unique and truly laudable.

Divided into three volumes, the first covers Prof Lal’s writings that include the books
he has authored and a list of seminal articles with peer reviews of his works. This
volume also provides glimpses into his personal life as well as contribution from some
of the well-known personalities highlighting their inter-personal relationships with the
archaeologist.
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The second and third volumes contain contributions from 37 national and
international scholars, covering a very wide range of subjects – from Stone Age to
Medieval temples and paintings. Significantly, while throwing light on his remarkable
journey in explorations, excavations and findings at some of the landmark sites of our
civilization, it transports us into the deep roots of our civilization and culture going
back to 6-7 millennia BCE. As we get acquainted with Prof Lal’s achievements, we
also see the depths of our own civilization, giving us a feeling of pride in our ancient
glory and prosperity.

Quite a few of the contributors are world-renowned while there are others whose
papers will be read with immense interest. The articles in these volumes highlight the
heritage of ancient Indian Civilization and Culture. The research work of the scholars
needs to be highlighted.

Indeed, all papers provide a wealth of knowledge. I am sure that the book will not only
find a place in libraries, but will also be read by everybody interested in ancient India.
It is hoped that the papers will encourage inter-disciplinary awareness and exchange
of views within the scholarly community as also among the general readers.
Research is an ongoing quest for knowledge and every achievement sets a new
yardstick for younger generation of scholars.

It is truly heartening to read articles by so many young scholars, and I must
appreciate the editors for having given platform to them. Our effort must continue to
nourish such talent and continue the ancient tradition of ‘knowledge samhita’ by
compiling and consolidating academic research for current and future generations.

The three volumes are a tribute to the spirit and dedication of a 98-year-old learner
and documenter, who has set highest standards in scholarly pursuits. Although an
exhaustive knowledge tome for the archeologists and historians, the book indeed is
an equal delight for an average individual interested in pursuit of historical knowledge.

Professor Lal’s excavations cover a wide range -- from Paleolithic times to early
historical. At Kalibangan, Rajasthan, he unearthed a prosperous city of the Harappan
Civilization documenting the civilizational period of Early and Mature Harappan. The
excavations revealed the earliest agricultural field and the earliest earthquake
anywhere in the world.

He has also been instrumental in excavating sites connected with the Mahabharata,
mainly, Hastinapura and Indraprastha, and that of the Ramayana which included a
site at Ayodhaya. The excavations relating to the Mahabharata sites have established
that there was a kernel of truth in the Mahabharata, even though the epic may be
considered by some to be full of interpolations.

His identification of Purana Qila as core of Indraprastha, one of the five villages that
the Pandavas got, takes the antiquity of Delhi back to much more than the idea of just
about 1000 BCE. I most certainly hope that the Archaeological Survey of India is
maintaining the sites of Kalibangan and that of Indraprastha. These landmark sites
should be exposed and conserved as Archaeology Parks, under proper protected
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cover, to showcase the actual antiquity of the regions. Modern construction
technology provides many possibilities to create open Archaeology Park experiences
for public to know and get acquainted with our ancient past.

I also call upon the Ministry of Culture to highlight these Archaeological sites as
tourist attractions and make the visitors aware of the great antiquity of our nation and
Delhi.

In his book, The Rigvedic People, he comes to the conclusion that the Harappan
Civilization, also referred to as the Indus-Sarasvati Civilization, was occupied by the
Rigvedic people and that there was never any invasion or immigration from the West.

Professor Lal has many awards to his credit. To name a few, he is a recipient of two
Honorary D. Litts, has been honored with titles of Mahamahopadhyaya and
Vidyavaridhi and was awarded the Padma Bhushan in the year 2000. His work
stands out as an example to young scholars on the opportunities in the field of
archaeology. I wish Prof Lal good health and hope that he would continue to mentor
and be the leading light to all five generations of archaeologists.

I must also laud the dedicated efforts of the Draupadi Dream Trust, especially Ms
Neera Misra, in collecting some of the best minds together to compile this outstanding
treatise on Bharata civilization.

I am pleased to learn that this Trust derives its name and inspiration from the
historical and iconic Draupadi, mentioned as one of the revered Panch-kanya of
ancient Bharata, the much worshipped Draupadi Amman of South India.

The able guidance of eminent scholar Dr B.R.Mani must have been equally
noteworthy in the making of this significant work. I must also laud the efforts of Air
Vice Marshal (retd) Rajesh Lal and scholar, Dr.Vinay Kumar in bringing out this
important book.

I heartily congratulate all the Editors and contributors for published this ‘samhita of
ancient knowledge’.

The presence of this august gathering of archaeologists, historians and scholars of
various fields makes this occasion a very special one, and I am really happy to have
this opportunity to be with you all today to celebrate and do my bit in nourishing the
roots of ancient India by releasing this book.

I thank the organizers, editors and all participants here and wish them all success in
their pursuit of knowledge.

Thank You

Jai Hind!”

***
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TOLERATING THE CORRUPT
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The writer is a constitutional jurist and senior advocate to the Supreme Court.

Has the campaign against corruption succeeded? I am not at all sure it has. Let me tell you why.

When talking of corruption, we always make a common mistake — to use the number of laws
enacted or convictions obtained as an index of the fight against corruption. Wrong.

The only real index is the visible degree of tolerance of corruption amongst people who
individually abhor it — or at least say that they abhor it.

Over the years, it seems to me we have come to tolerate it more and more — not less and less.
For instance, in the forthcoming general elections I don’t think any political party in the country,
major or minor, national or regional, has raised the issue of corruption in public life in a big way.

In our part of the world, people’s expectations were and unfortunately still are:

Whatever be the form of government, be sure that corruption will ultimately corrode it.

An Australian author has criticised a proposal made last year by the then Australian government
in establishing what was then called the Commonwealth Integrity Group and he quotes one
appellate judge in Australia saying: “This kind of integrity commission is one you would have
when you don’t want to have an integrity commission. it creates a wall behind which corrupt
public officials can hide. (it was and is) . like a colander — it would be really good to make rice in
it, it’s got so many holes.”

The same goes for our vigilance commissions, the CBI and the lot. They are all like colanders
(with too many holes in them). Recent events, too close, too embarrassing to recall, have proved
it.

I have a book in my library — a fat book of about 800 pages and it is called ‘Bribes: The
intellectual history of a moral idea’, by John T Noonan Jr. Noonan believes that the fight against
corruption will succeed ultimately because, as he puts it: “The nature of bribes is antithetical to
the nature of human power in its full development”. And the author ventures a prediction. It
reads as follows: “Just as slavery was once a way of life and now has become obsolete and
incomprehensible, so the practice of bribery in the form of exchange of payment for official
action will become obsolete.”

But then, let me be the Devil’s Advocate and tell you that “slavery” did “become obsolete” in the
USA by the passing of the 13th Amendment (to the US Constitution) — but it was by Abraham
Lincoln buying over a couple of Congressman to make up the two-thirds majority required for
passing the 13th Amendment to the US Constitution!

The anti-corruption laws that have been brought on the statute book in India have so far
exhibited a marked tendency to grind slowly: Too slowly for the likes of that great one-time doer:
Central Vigilance Commissioner N Vittal (1998-2002). Which of us can forget him?
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When in office, he had publicly “named” 94 civil servants who were under investigation (that is,
who were accused of corruption on the basis of documentary evidence, but not yet charged in
any court of law). It was on his instructions that their names were posted on the Internet.

“Sue me if you dare”, Vittal appeared to say, but no one sued him. His bravado had struck a
sympathetic chord amongst many people — myself included! Vittal retired from government
service decades ago and has been succeeded by CVCs who have not been half as effective as
he was. They say that corruption in politics is as old as the hills. But never forget that in India it is
older!

In the Arthashastra (4th century BC), it is written: Just as it is impossible not to taste honey or
the poison that one may find at the tip of one’s tongue, so it is impossible for one dealing with
government funds not to taste a little bit of the king’s revenue. Just as it is impossible to know
whether a fish moving in the water is drinking it, so it is impossible to find out when government
servants employed in government work are taking money for themselves. Beautiful imagery!

“Corruption” is also one of the most elastic of words in the English language. To every individual,
it is something of which he or she disapproves.

Some years ago, at a seminar of the International Bar Association held in Berlin, Jeremy Pope
(of Transparency International) gave what then struck me as the most comprehensive, and yet
the most concise definition. He said: “Corruption is the misuse of public power for private profit.”
But subsequent events have shown that his definition was not all-embracing, because there are
simply no limits to where, when or how corruption rears its ugly head.

Cricketers, footballers, cyclists do not hold any public office, and yet they exercise moral power
— the power to instil idealism among millions of sport-loving fans. Such fans feel cheated when
a player, due to corrupt motives, plays badly or does not play well. Pope’s definition needs
restructuring.

The definition of corruption keeps on requiring restructuring as time passes, as more ways to be
corrupt are invented, but meanwhile I have a suggestion.

There are two types of people in this world — those who want to be somebody and those who
want to do something. As the great book says: “Whatsoever a great man doeth, that other men
also do; the standard he setteth up, by that the people go.”

The need of the hour, then, is great men (and women). And quite frankly they are, as yet, in
extremely short supply.

The writer is a constitutional jurist and a senior Supreme Court advocate
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OUR PRESS SHOULD BE EFFICIENT AND FEARLESS
FOR THE COUNTRY TO THRIVE AND FLOURISH: VICE
PRESIDENT

Relevant for: Ethics | Topic: Strengthening of Ethical and Moral Values in Governance

Vice President's Secretariat

Our press should be efficient and fearless for the country
to thrive and flourish: Vice President

Journalists should become the voice of the voiceless;

Media should maintain a high level of professionalism,
accuracy and impartiality in their coverage;

More newspapers should be started in regional languages;

Addresses 132nd Foundation Day Celebrations of 'Deepika'
Malayalam Daily

Also presents Business Excellence Awards

Posted On: 27 MAR 2019 7:22PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that for a democratic country like
ours to thrive and flourish, our press should be efficient and fearless. He asked the journalists to
serve as a mirror to society as he asked them to be the voice of the voiceless. He was
addressing the 132nd Foundation Day Celebrations of 'Deepika', the first Malayalam Daily, here
today.

Saying that a efficient and fearless was necessary for a democratic country like India to thrive
and flourish, Shri Naidu asked the journalists to portray the reality as it is, neither magnifying nor
diminishing, neither distorting nor mystifying facts.

Saying that the dignity and reputation of a newspaper rests on the degree of their loyalty to truth
and fearless reporting, the Vice President said that one expects media to not just report
accurately but also to highlight social and economic injustices, thus paving way for their
redressal.

Shri Naidu said that it is also the duty of the newspapers and the media in general to support the
government in its developmental initiatives and policies as well as to pinpoint its lapses, so as to
help improve the effectiveness of the administrative setup in our country. He asked media to
play a vital role in creating awareness about the legal provisions on such matters and
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empowering citizens by making them aware of their inalienable rights.

Pointing that media has a crucial role to play during the time of elections, the Vice President said
that the fairness and the transparency with which the elections were conducted would be
determined greatly by how fairly and responsibly the media would behave.

Talking about elections, the Vice President said that a free and fair election was not just about
the freedom to vote and the knowledge of why and how one should cast a vote. It is a crucial
participatory process where voters take part in informed public debate, making enlightened, he
said.

Opining that a democratic election could not be credible with no media freedom, or stifled media
freedom, Shri Naidu said that media safeguards the transparency of the entire process.

The Vice President advised media to maintain a high level of professionalism, accuracy and
impartiality in their coverage. He urged the media to do their duty during the time of the elections
with great discretion. Empower the voter with information to make the best possible use of their
crucial right to vote, he added.

Shri Naidu asked media to be fearless in bringing the wrongdoers to light. Never be hesitant to
report positive stories and always offer appreciation and words of encouragement to those who
are making a positive change. You have the significant responsibility of watching over the
conduct of the most important event in any democracy and never fail to offer constructive and
creative criticism wherever necessary, he added.

The Vice President opined though the media have traditionally been understood to refer to the
print and electronic media, in recent years, the definition has become broader, including new
media, online journalism, and social media. Social Media has immense capacity for propagating
information, including fake news, he added.

The Chairman of Rashtra Deepika Ltd. Dr. Francis Cleetus, the Chief Editor of Deepika, Fr.
Boby Alex Mannampplackal, the Managing Director of Deepika, Fr. Mathew Chandrankunnel,
the Associate Editor of Deepika, Shri George Kallivayalil and other dignitaries were present on
the occasion.

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

“I am delighted to know that 'Deepika', the first Malayalam Daily and one of our country's
pioneering regional dailies is celebrating its 132nd foundation Day today. 

I congratulate the management, editorial staff, the journalists and the entire Deepika Family, on
having achieved this unique milestone, in spite of innumerable hardships and challenges along
the way.

I understand that the founding fathers of Deepika, led by Fr. Emmanuel Nidhiry, a renowned
social reformer of the times, had envisaged very noble and lofty goals while establishing the
newspaper in 1887.

These included protecting and safeguarding the inalienable rights of the people as well as
standing boldly on the side of truth, justice, freedom and equality among all communities and
religions.

These ideals brought about a new vision and dimension to the then nascent profession of
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journalism in Kerala.

I am told that Deepika also played a crucial role in the dissemination of important information
during the freedom struggle. It is indeed gratifying to know that Deepika contributed greatly to
the freedom movement.

My dear sisters and brothers,

India is the only market in the world where print media continues to dominate and is growing in
all aspects — circulation, readership and geography.

It is believed that the growth of newspapers in India is directly related to rising literacy rates and
rapid urbanization, leading to higher aspirations.

Print medium allows for greater civic and political engagement and involvement in national
affairs. It is accessible, affordable and has great potential for growth due to the rising and
upwardly mobile middle class.

Thus, print medium today exerts tremendous influence, power & reach and therefore, should
concentrate on truthful, unbiased and timely reportage.

Journalists are perceived to be the voice of the voiceless and as the crusaders for justice, social,
economic and political. They help in preventing social exploitation and aid and abet the process
of empowerment of the downtrodden through the power of information and knowledge.

They also act as a bridge between the government and the governed.

For a democratic country like ours to thrive and flourish, our press should be efficient and
fearless.

They should serve as a mirror to society and portray the reality as it is, neither magnifying nor
diminishing, neither distorting nor mystifying facts.

The press in India has almost all through the years since independence, except for a brief dark
time during the emergency, enjoyed freedom of expression, which has contributed greatly to the
fortification of our democratic institutions.

The dignity and reputation of a newspaper rests on the degree of their loyalty to truth and
fearless reporting.

We expect media to not just report accurately but also to highlight social and economic
injustices, thus paving way for their redressal.

It is also the duty of the newspapers and the media in general to support the government in its
developmental initiatives and policies as well as to pinpoint its lapses, so as to help improve the
effectiveness of the administrative setup in our country.

Media thus forms the fulcrum that balances the entire edifice of democracy and gives it the
required stability.

I am happy to note that Deepika has been exemplary in upholding and propagating such virtues
throughout the 132 years of its dignified existence. Its track record of credible reporting is truly
impressive.
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My dear sisters and brothers,

Media is no longer just the conveyor of news to its readers and viewers, but also forms one of
the platforms for expressing views and conducting informed debates on issues of public interest
of the day.

They are powerful opinion makers.

With advances in information and communication technologies, the reach of media has
increased manifold.

There is, therefore, a need for the media to handle its influencing capacity, with a deeper sense
of responsibility to the nation.

It is often said that then pen is mightier than the sword. Media should wield the immense power
at its disposal with great discretion and self restraint.

It should be the democracy’s most potent weapon in fighting social prejudices, fundamentalism,
dogmatism and social evils.

I am truly impressed to know that Deepika has been a crusader for social reform and for the
removal of untouchability in Kerala since the newspaper’s very inception.

It is heartening to note that it played an important role in the renaissance and reformation that
took place in Kerala in the late 19th Century.

These actions do justice to its name - 'Deepika' - which means 'Torchbearer', a bringer of light
into the darkest of spaces.

Adopting a socially responsible approach to create awareness in society is another essential
role of the media.

Social issues, especially those relating to women, children and the elderly, should be handled
with sensitivity and not sensationalized.

In India today, many social evils continue to persist even though there are strict legislations
against them. Dowry, child marriage, female feticide and infanticide have crippling effects on the
lives of many.

I strongly believe that the media can play a vital role in creating awareness about the legal
provisions on such matters and empowering citizens by making them aware of their inalienable
rights.

My dear sisters and brothers,

The biggest festival of democracy, the elections are set to happen in a few weeks’ time.

Media plays several roles especially during the time of elections.

It serves as an informer and educator, a platform for public debates and discussions, a
watchdog that ensures transparency, accountability and legitimacy of individuals, institutions and
processes and as an effective campaign platform.
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The fairness and the transparency with which the elections are conducted would be determined
greatly by how fairly and responsibly the media would behave.

A free and fair election is not just about the freedom to vote and the knowledge of why and how
one should cast a vote. It is a crucial participatory process where voters take part in informed
public debate, making enlightened choices.

Furthermore, media safeguards the transparency of the entire process.

Indeed, a democratic election cannot be credible with no media freedom, or stifled media
freedom.

In order to fulfill their roles, the media need to maintain a high level of professionalism, accuracy
and impartiality in their coverage.

I urge the media to do their duty during the time of the elections with great discretion. Empower
the voter with information to make the best possible use of their crucial right to vote.

Be fearless in bringing the wrongdoers to light.

Never be hesitant to report positive stories. Always offer appreciation and words of
encouragement to those who are making a positive change.

You have the significant responsibility of watching over the conduct of the most important event
in any democracy. Never fail to offer constructive and creative criticism wherever necessary.

Though the media have traditionally been understood to refer to the print and electronic media,
in recent years, the definition has become broader, including new media, online journalism, and
social media.

Social Media has immense capacity for propagating information, including fake news.

Keeping in mind that almost a third of India’s 900 million voters are active on social media,
global and Indian social media outlets have agreed to follow a ‘voluntary code’ to take down
objectionable content’ and to bring ‘transparency in political advertising’.

It has also been proposed to set up a notification mechanism by social media platforms for
action against violations under Section 126 of the Representation of the People Act.

These are indeed welcome initiatives by the Election Commission in curbing the amplification of
false news through the social media grape vine and in ensuring transparency and credibility.

My dear sisters and brothers,

I have confidence that the media in India will concentrate on a constructive approach, and be an
integral and responsible partner in pushing forward the agenda of inclusive and sustainable
development.

Today, under the auspices of Deepika’s economic and financial magazine, Business Deepika,
business excellence awards are also being presented to outstanding achievers.

The private sector has been instrumental in the overall industrial, commercial and economic
growth of our country
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I congratulate the selected business award winners and urge them to work harder and to
contribute in even greater measure to the nation’s socio-economic growth and development.

Deepika has always been an innovator and trendsetter in the field of journalism as well as in
introducing new technologies in newspaper publication.

I applaud the setting up of a UV printing facility at Deepika’s new press, a first among Kerala
newspapers.

I encourage 'Deepika' to keep up in its efforts to set a new and a positive trend in journalism, as
it continues its onward journey. I am confident that this approach will take you to new heights
and will make you ever more popular.

Let me reiterate that media plays a crucial role in building an aware, responsible and well-
informed society so as to enable progress, development, peace and harmony in our country and
all over the world.

I once again congratulate the Deepika family for this great accomplishment and wish them all
the very best in their future endeavours.

Thank You.

Jai Hind!”

***
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