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SC RULING ON ABORTION COMES AS A ‘RAY OF
HOPE’: ACTIVISTS
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The historic judgment of the Supreme Court Bench led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud that
unmarried women in a consensual relationship are also entitled to safe and legal abortion along
with its strong emphasis on women’s right to bodily autonomy without the need for authorisation
from a third-party to access abortion was welcomed as “progressive” and a “ray of hope” at a
time sexual and reproductive rights have come under threat globally.

“This ruling interprets the provisions of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 in a
progressive manner and questions the unreasonable classification made by this law. This
interpretation is the law of the land and will ensure that single women seeking abortion beyond
20 weeks cannot be refused on the ground of the narrowness of the law,” said Anubha Rastogi,
independent lawyer and CAG member, Pratigya Campaign.

The judgment followed a petition seeking inclusion of unmarried women within the ambit of Rule
3 B of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Rules, 2003 amended in October 2021 for abortion
between 20-24 weeks of gestation period.

Activists and advocates often rue that abortion right is not an absolute one in India, but
conditional, and women have no agency as they have to seek the permission of a medical
practitioner. The top court on Thursday recognised this gap, calling it a “provider-centric” law,
and asserted that reproductive autonomy “requires that every pregnant woman has the intrinsic
right to choose to undergo or not to undergo abortion without any consent or authorisation from
a third party”.

“At a time when sexual and reproductive health and rights are under threat globally, this
progressive judgment stands out as a ray of hope,” V.S. Chandrashekar, Campaign Advisory
Group Member, Pratigya Campaign.

“We hope that this judgment could be a step towards making our abortion regime more liberal
and pro-women. The law must recognise abortion as a woman’s choice, as is the practice in
over 70 countries,” Poonam Muttreja, the Executive Director of Population Foundation of India,
said. “We need to ensure our laws don’t reflect any moral judgment on women who choose to
abort.”

This interpretation is the law of the land and will ensure that single women seeking abortion
beyond 20 weeks cannot be refused on the ground of the narrowness of the law
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We hope that this judgment could be a step towards making our abortion regime more liberal
and pro-women. The law must recognise abortion as a woman’s choice, as is the practice in
over 70 countries,

Poonam MuttrejaExecutive Director of Population Foundation of India



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

 Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values

