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The countrywide ban on the Popular Front of India (PFI) and the arrest of its top leaders has
divided the leading Muslim organisations.

While the Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind has maintained silence on the issue, insisting it has “nothing to
do with PFI”, the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind has asked the government to revoke the ban, calling it
“selective, discriminatory and biased”.

A Jamiat spokesman steered clear of the ban on the PFI, holding, “We are neither with them nor
against them. We would not like to say more. Let the law take its course.”

Navaid Hamid, president of the Majlis-e-Mushawarrat, called the raids and arrests “deplorable”.
“It shows the government’s desperation to divert contry’s attention from real issues. All should
condemn it in one voice. Hope the organisation will get justice from courts,” Mr. Hamid said.

The viewpoint was reiterated by the Jamaat-e-Islami. “Banning an organisation is neither a
solution nor does it suit a democratic society. The culture of banning the organisations is in itself
a clear violation of the fundamental rights protected by the Constitution and goes against the
democratic spirit and basic civil liberties,” Syed Sadatullah Hussaini, the Jamaat’s president told
the media.

Mr. Hussaini said the Jamaat too had its differences with the PFI over many issues. “We have
also opposed them on several counts but that is not the reason to ban an organisation and
harass its cadre. It is the duty of the police and administration to maintain law and order in the
country. If any individual breaks the law or commits any crime the individual can be prosecuted
and dealt as per the provisions of law.”
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