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A PUSH FOR REFORM: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON UN
REFORMS
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As the United Nations commences the 75th session of the General Assembly, the need for
internal reforms to suit the 21st century could not be starker. Volkan Bozkir, the Turkish diplomat
and politician who is the incoming president of the UNGA, has voiced concern that the structure
of the 15-member Security Council ought to be more democratic and representative. But action
has been long overdue on the demand, especially from the so-called Group of 4 (G4) countries
— Brazil, Germany, India and Japan — which advocate a permanent seat for all of them.
Meanwhile, the veto powers that the UNSC’s five permanent members enjoy is an anachronism
in this age. This instrument is often wielded as a blunt weapon to shore up their geopolitical
interests, regardless of the disastrous consequences for the victims of armed conflict. The push
for reform gathered momentum following the unilateral declaration of war by the United States
and the United Kingdom, against Iraq, in 2003. The General Assembly’s 122nd plenary meeting
in 2008 decided to facilitate the reform process through the Inter-Governmental Negotiations
framework (IGN) on equitable representation as well as expansion of the UNSC. Though the
General Assembly’s adoption of a 2015 resolution to allow the IGN on the basis of a framework
document generated some enthusiasm, it was dampened by the U.S., Russia and China being
opposed to serious reform of the Council. The G4 bemoaned earlier this year that the IGN
process might have outlived its purpose given the absence of a negotiating document which
alone could provide a structure to the deliberations. In any case, the exercise has been deferred
in view of the COVID-19 pandemic.

India’s election in June as a non-permanent member of the UNSC, obtaining 184 votes, was a
diplomatic triumph, notwithstanding that it was the lone contestant for the Asia-Pacific seat. But
in a sign of the difficulties ahead to achieve New Delhi’s ultimate objective, reforms to the UN
figured no more than as part of a broader vision in the declaration to commemorate the
organisation’s 75th anniversary. The political and economic architecture of the emerging global
order that the allied powers shaped at the end of World War II has been altered since then. The
UN remains unreflective of the current trajectory, especially in the strategic and economic
arenas. The multilateral framework now faces an unprecedented challenge — to fashion a
collective response to humanity’s biggest problems, which include global warming and the
pandemic. Paradoxically though, the post-war order faces an existential threat to its stability
from the revival of nationalism across the globe, with some of the powers that enshrined
common principles and rules willing to discard them. All countries must have the voice to
influence policy.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

To get full access, please subscribe.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/unsc-membership-working-methods-must-reflect-21st-centurys-realities-unga-president/article32620413.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/unsc-membership-working-methods-must-reflect-21st-centurys-realities-unga-president/article32620413.ece
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=32633648&utm_campaign=editorial&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=32633648&utm_campaign=editorial


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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