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MOON DIPLOMACY: ON THE KOREAN PEACE
PROCESS
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The joint visit of South Korean President Moon Jae-in and North Korea’s Kim Jong-un to Mount
Paektu, the mythical birthplace of the Korean nation, on the last day of their landmark three-day
summit is a forceful show of unity by the two countries. At the site, which falls in North Korea,
Mr. Moon said the time would come when ordinary South Koreans “will come here on tours”, in a
message of normalisation of ties. While travelling to Pyongyang earlier this week, Mr. Moon’s
main goals were to revive the talks between the U.S. and North Korea over denuclearisation,
and infuse fresh warmth into the North-South thaw. Given the agreements signed and the
statements issued, the summit has strengthened the momentum for peace in the peninsula.
During the meetings, North Korea agreed to shut down the Tongchang-ri missile-testing site in
the presence of international observers, and dismantle the Yongbyon nuclear facility if the U.S.
takes “corresponding measures”. The two leaders have also agreed to open a facility in
southeastern North Korea where divided families can hold reunions. Mr. Kim has promised to
visit Seoul at “an early date” for further negotiations. When that happens, he will be the first
North Korean leader to visit the South since the armistice of 1953.
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The U.S. has responded optimistically to the summit, expressing readiness to immediately
engage North Korea in talks. But it remains to be seen whether the positive atmospherics at the
summit will yield tangible achievements on critical issues such as denuclearisation. Since the
ice-breaking Panmunjom summit between Mr. Kim and Mr. Moon on April 27, inter-Korea
relations have improved remarkably, while the U.S.’s engagement with the North has
strengthened hope for peace. But while the two Koreas maintained the momentum through
continued bilateral engagement, Washington and Pyongyang have failed to make much
headway since the June summit between Mr. Kim and President Donald Trump in Singapore.
The main problem is that though denuclearisation was accepted as a common goal, there were
no specific steps or timeline laid out. It has remained more of a promise than a strategic plan.
Pyongyang also wants the U.S. to formally declare an end to the Korean war before it makes
any more concessions. But the heartening message from these engagements is that Mr. Kim
appears to be consistent in his pursuit of peace and global recognition. Both the U.S. and South
Korea should reciprocate and take concrete steps for lasting peace.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

As a regional party, the TRS sees the benefit in uncoupling Assembly and Lok Sabha elections

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/moon-kim-visit-sacred-mountain-in-show-of-unity/article24998654.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/moon-kim-visit-sacred-mountain-in-show-of-unity/article24998654.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/moon-kim-visit-sacred-mountain-in-show-of-unity/article24998654.ece

