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INDIAN-ORIGIN ANITA ANAND BECOMES CANADA'S
NEW DEFENCE MINISTER
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Indian-origin Canadian politician Anita Anand has been appointed as Canada's new Defence
Minister in Justin Trudeau's government. Anand, a 54-year-old from Oakville, Ontario is just the
second woman to serve as Canada’s defense minister. She previously served as procurement
minister and led Canada's efforts to purchase vaccines in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

In her role as former Minister of Public Services and Procurement, she played a very public role
in the Liberal response to the health crisis.

Anand will replace long-time defence minister Indian-origin Harjit Sajjan, whose handling of the
military sexual misconduct crisis has been under criticism.

Anand holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Political Studies from Queen's University, a
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Jurisprudence from the University of Oxford, a Bachelor of Laws
from Dalhousie University, and a Master of Laws from the University of Toronto. She was called
to the Bar of Ontario in 1994.

Anand has worked as a scholar, lawyer, and researcher. She has been a legal academic,
including as a Professor of Law at the University of Toronto.

Anand has completed extensive research on the regulation of financial markets, corporate
governance, and shareholder rights. Anand, along with Sajjan and Bardish Chagger were the
three Indo-Canadian ministers in the dissolved Cabinet who emerged victorious in the
parliamentary polls last month.

Anand was declared the winner in Oakville with a nearly 46% vote share.

In 2019, the Royal Society of Canada awarded her the Yvan Allaire Medal for outstanding
contributions in governance relating to private and public organisations.
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