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NEW CORAL SPECIES DISCOVERED ON SEABED
MARKED FOR DEEP-SEA MINING
Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Islands & Coral Reefs, changes therein and in Flora & Fauna and the Effects of

such changes

(From left)Antipathes sylospongia sp. nov., Umbellapathes litocrada sp. nov, Alternatipathes
venusta sp. nov.   | Photo Credit: Zootaxa/www.mapress.com/

Three species of black coral have been discovered on the seabed of the northern Pacific Ocean,
an area where several countries have contracts to explore for metals including cobalt and nickel
as they race to find new supplies of the key battery elements.

The corals were discovered on deep seamounts and ridges in the mineral-rich Prime Crust
Zone, which stretches from the Mariana Trench to the Hawaiian islands, according to a paper
published in scientific journal Zootaxa on Thursday.

Also read: Explained | What is India's Deep Ocean Mission

The new black coral species are so named because of their black skeletons, but they can
appear pink, white, or various other colours because of the living tissues growing over the
skeleton. Previous studies have found a black coral species more than 4,250 years old,
Conservation International said.

Authors Dennis Opresko of the Smithsonian Institute and Daniel Wagner of Conservation
International said they aimed to identify deep-sea habitats in the zone which holds the highest
concentrations on Earth of cobalt-rich ferromanganese crusts.

“These long-living corals are much like the redwoods of the ocean. They're not only slow-
growing and long-lived, but also provide important habitat for many other species,” Wagner said.
“Mining their habitat could potentially wipe them out before we know their true value.”

China, Japan, Russia, and South Korea all hold exploration contracts in the Prime Crust Zone,
according to the International Seabed Authority (ISA), a U.N. body in charge of regulating the
ocean floors. Environmentalists have called for a ban on deep-sea mining which would extract
prized resources including cobalt, copper, nickel, and manganese from seabed nodules and
crusts. Deep-sea mining could destroy as yet undiscovered species, the Ocean Panel said in
June. Only around 20% of the ocean floor has been mapped to date, according to Conservation
International.

The Jamaica-headquartered ISA has drawn up regulations on exploration but has yet to
establish the rules for exploitation needed for deep-sea mining to go ahead. An in-person ISA
assembly was postponed from July due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and would now “most likely”
take place in early December, according to the ISA website.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

In Season Fish has put together a marine-themed colouring book to be distributed to children
across Tamil Nadu’s coast
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