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CORAL REEF TALLER THAN EIFFEL TOWER FOUND IN
AUSTRALIA
Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Islands & Coral Reefs, changes therein and in Flora & Fauna and the Effects of

such changes

A view of the surface of a 500-metre-tall coral reef discovered by Australian scientists, off
Australia's Great Barrier Reef, in this still image taken from video provided on social media,
October 25, 2020.   | Photo Credit: REUTERS

Australian scientists found a detached coral reef on the Great Barrier Reef that exceeds the
height of the Empire State Building and the Eiffel Tower, the Schmidt Ocean Institute said this
week, the first such discovery in over 100 years. The “blade like” reef is nearly 500 metres tall
and 1.5 kilometres wide, said the institute.

It lies 40 metres below the ocean surface and about six kilometres from the edge of Great
Barrier Reef.

A team of scientists from James Cook University, led by Dr. Robin Beaman, were mapping the
northern seafloor of the Great Barrier Reef on board the institutes research vessel Falkor, when
they found the reef on October 20. “We are surprised and elated by what we have found,” said
Beaman.

He said it was the first detached reef of that size to be discovered in over 120 years and that it
was thriving with a “blizzard of fish” in a healthy ecosystem.

The discovery comes after a study earlier this month found the Great Barrier Reef had lost more
than half its coral in the last three decades.

Using the underwater robot known as SuBastian, the scientists filmed their exploration of the
new reef, collecting marine samples on the way, which will be archived and placed in the
Queensland Museum and the Museum of Tropical Queensland.

“To not only 3D map the reef in detail, but also visually see this discovery with SuBastian is
incredible,” Beaman added.

Although the northern section of the Great Barrier Reef suffered from bleaching in 2016,
Beaman said this detached reef didn't display any evidence of damage.

The Great Barrier Reef runs 2,300 km down Australia's northeast coast spanning an area half
the size of Texas. It was world heritage listed in 1981 by UNESCO as the most extensive and
spectacular coral reef ecosystem on the planet.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

In Season Fish has put together a marine-themed colouring book to be distributed to children
across Tamil Nadu’s coast
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