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MORE THAN 80% OF EUROPE'S NATURAL HABITATS
IN POOR SHAPE: REPORT

Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Environmental Degradation - GHGs, Ozone Depletion and Climate Change

Activist build a tree house during a protest against the pending deforestation for the expansion
of the A49 highway on October 04, 2020 in Dannenrod, Germany.   | Photo Credit: Getty Images

More than 80% of the European Union's natural habitats are in poor or bad condition and more
must be done to protect them, the European Environment Agency (EEA) warned in a report
Monday.

The report, which covers the period 2013-2018, shows a deterioration from the 2007-2012
period when 77% of natural habitats were in “unfavourable” condition.

“We clearly need a large-scale restoration in Europe,” one of the authors of the report, EEA
expert Carlos Romao, told reporters. “This is a must not only for biodiversity but also for the
climate change agenda.”

Common farmland species such as the skylark, and habitats such as wet heaths, are declining
across the continent. Habitats and species are facing numerous pressures, including intensive
agriculture, urban sprawl — coupled with tourism and recreation — unsustainable forestry
activities, and pollution, among others.

Climate change, with increasing drought and decreasing rainfall, also poses a challenge.

In the six-year study, the EAA registered over 67,000 types of human activities that harmed the
environment in the 28 EU member states, including Britain.

Less than half of bird species in the EU, 47%, have a “good” conservation status, 5% points
fewer than in the previous 2007-2012 reporting period.

Habitats important to pollinators are another area of concern, as they are crucial to the planet's
biodiversity. Their conservation status has deteriorated more than others, the report showed.

But the conclusions are not all dire.

The number of animal species whose conservation status was “good” was 27 %, which, while
low, was 4% points higher than in the previous study. And conservation efforts are paying off.

Natural habitats covered by the EU's Natura 2000 network are doing better than other habitats,
the EEA said.

As a result, a number of species and habitats have improved, such as the agile frog in Sweden,
coastal lagoons in France and the bearded vulture across the EU.

The areas protected by Natura 2000 covered 18% of EU land, unchanged from 2012, and 10%
of marine areas, up by 4% points.

Danish environmental group Noah, a member of the “Friends of the Earth” umbrella
organisation, said however that this was not enough. “At least 30% of land and 30% of marine
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areas in the EU should be protected by law, and environmental corridors should be made a part
of a real trans-European nature network,” it said in a study in early October.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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