
cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-14
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The ongoing fighting between Armenian rebels and the Azerbaijani Army in Nagorno-Karabakh,
a self-declared republic within Azerbaijan, risks becoming a wider regional conflict. Though
Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed to a Russia-mediated ceasefire last week after days of fighting,
the truce crumbled immediately amid a blame game. Whatever the truth is, an emboldened
Azerbaijan, backed by Turkey, seems determined to press ahead with its offensive. The conflict
over Nagorno-Karabakh is decades old. The region, largely populated by ethnic Armenians, is
located within the international boundaries of Azerbaijan. Under the Soviet Union, it was an
autonomous province that was part of the Azerbaijan republic. In 1988, when the Soviet power
was receding, the regional assembly in Nagorno-Karabakh voted to join Armenia, triggering
ethnic clashes. After the Soviet disintegration in 1991, Armenia and Azerbaijan went to war over
this largely mountainous, forested enclave. By the time a ceasefire was reached in 1994, the
rebels, with support from Armenia and Russia, had established their de facto rule and extended
their influence to the Armenian border. Ever since, the border has remained tense.

Ending conflict in the Caucasus

What makes the clashes now far more dangerous is the external intervention. Turkey has called
Armenia a threat to peace in the region; the Azeris and Turks share ethnic and linguistic bonds.
Also, the pre-Soviet Azerbaijan was a local ally of the Ottomans when they invaded
Transcaucasia in the last leg of World War I. For Turkey, which, under President Recep Tayyip
Erdoan, is trying to expand its geopolitical reach to the former Ottoman regions, the conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh is an opportunity to enter the South Caucasus. Turkey also has a particularly
bad relationship with Armenia. But its problem is that Armenia is a member of the Russia-led
Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO). Russia enjoys good economic and defence ties
with both Armenia and Azerbaijan. But Armenia, as a CSTO member and host to a Russian
military base, has more weight. In a wider conflict, Armenia could trigger Article 4 of the CSTO
treaty and ask for Russian help. And if Moscow responds favourably, that would pit Russia
against Turkey, a NATO member. Russia, already involved in military conflicts in Syria, Ukraine
and Libya, may not like opening another front. That is why it has re-emphasised its neutrality
and hosted talks in Moscow for a truce. But it will be forced to take sides if the conflict spills into
Armenia. Both sides should understand the volatile situation and call off the hostilities. Nagorno-
Karabakh has in the past witnessed large-scale ethnic violence. Instead of risking a regional
war, Azerbaijan, Armenia and the Karabakh rebels should go back to the ceasefire and open up
diplomatic channels.
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We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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