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TURKEY, RUSSIA STRIKE A DEAL ON SYRIA
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Recep Tayyip Erdogan with Vladimir Putin, right, in Sochi.AP  

Russian President Vladimir Putin held talks with Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday as the
Turkish leader threatened to restart Ankara’s military offensive against Kurdish forces in Syria.

The two leaders met in southern Russia with just hours to go before a deadline for the
withdrawal of Kurdish fighters from parts of Syria under a U.S.-brokered deal.

Mr. Putin — who has emerged as the key powerbroker in Syria — said he hoped to find a way to
deal with the “very severe” situation in the country’s north.

Sitting down with Mr. Erdogan in Russia‘s Black Sea resort of Sochi, Mr. Putin said he believed
that good ties between the two countries “will let us find an answer to even the most difficult
questions”.

Russia and Turkey have emerged as the main foreign players in Syria’s conflict, with Moscow’s
position strengthened after U.S. President Donald Trump announced this month he would be
withdrawing American forces from the north of the country.

The announcement cleared the way for Turkey to launch a cross-border offensive on October 9
against the Kurdish YPG militia, viewed by Ankara as “terrorists” linked to the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party.

The assault sparked Western outrage and accusations of betrayal from the Kurds, whose
frontline fighters were crucial in the fight against the Islamic State group in Syria.

Speaking to reporters at Ankara airport on his way to Sochi, Mr. Erdogan said he and Mr. Putin
would discuss “steps to end (Kurdish fighters’) presence in regime-held areas” of Syria.

Turkey announced a 120-hour ceasefire from last Thursday. “If the promises are not kept, we
will continue our operation from where we left off with greater determination,” he said.
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