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The Supreme Court on Wednesday banned the sale and registration of motor vehicles
conforming to the emission standard Bharat Stage-1V in the entire country from April 1, 2020.

It said pollution hasreached an “alarming and critical” level all over India. “It brooks no delay,” a
three-judge Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur, S. Abdul Nazeer and Deepak Gupta observed in
a 20-page judgment.

The country will have to shift to the cleaner Bharat- VI fuel from April 1, 2020. Bharat Stage (BS)
emission norms are standards instituted by the government to regulate output of air pollutants
from motor vehicles. The BS-IV norms have been enforced across the country since April 2017.
In 2016, the Centre had announced that the country would skip the BS-V norms altogether and
adopt BS-VI norms by 2020.

The apex court said there cannot be any compromise on the health of citizens and this has to
take precedence over the “greed” of a few automobile manufacturers who want to stretch the
timeline.
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