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FARMS GETTING SMALLER, SHOWS AGRICULTURE
CENSUS

Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Agriculture Issues and related constraints

Farm labourers at a paddy field in Budgam district of Jammu and Kashmir | PTI  

The number of small and marginal agricultural land holdings in the country (known as
operational holdings) has registered a marginal increase in 2015-16 compared to 2010-11,
according to the the tenth agricultural census. This means that there are more people who now
own smaller parcels of agricultural land.

In a positive development, the percentage of land holders who are women has increased from
12.79% in 2010-11 to 13.87% in 2015-16, with a corresponding increase of 1.2 percentage
points in the operated area. “This shows that more and more females are participating in the
management and operation of agricultural lands,” according to a press release from the
Agriculture Ministry.

Small and marginal holdings (Below two hectares) constituted 86.21% of the total land holdings,
an increase of 1.2 percentage points compared to 2010-11. However, the operated area (which
includes any agricultural land, provided a part of it used for production) has shown a decline of
1.5%.

It is noteworthy that marginal, small and medium land holdings constitute the lion’s share of
operated area – large land holdings account for only 9% of the total operational area. The
average size of operational holdings is highest in Nagaland (5 hectares) and lowest in Kerala
(0.18 hectares).

Here's a breakdown of operational land holdings and area:

 

 

The above table shows that the number of small land holdings has registered an increase
compared to the previous census, while the number of large land holdings has decreased.

The total number of land units used for agricultural production has shown a 5% increase in
2015-16 compared to 2010-11. The total number of operational holdings in the country has
increased from 138 million in 2010-11 to 146 million in 2015-16. Uttar Pradesh is home to the
largest number of land holders, constituting 16% of the total number.

Here's a State-wise breakdown of the number of land holdings:
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First detected in Karnataka only in May this year, the fall armyworm, a native of the Americas,
has already spread as far as West Bengal and Gujarat, leaving a trail of destruction in its wake.
Priyanka Pulla reports on the deficiencies in India’s quarantine regime
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