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COP26 PLEDGES NEED A NEW CLIMATE OF
COOPERATION

Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Environmental Degradation - GHGs, Ozone Depletion and Climate Change

As world leaders converged in Glasgow for the COP26 (October 31-November 12, 2021), there
were some notable absentees. The Presidents of China and Russia, Xi Jinping and Vladimir
Putin, leaders of the world’s second and fourth largest carbon emitters, failed to make it to
Glasgow. Hence, understandably, all eyes fell upon India, the world’s third largest carbon
emitter, and which included what kind of commitment Prime Minister Narendra Modi would be
making.

There was cautious optimism when India finally announced its net zero target, even though
India’s pledged deadline is 2070 – two decades after than the desired deadline of the year 2050.
After the net zero target, the United States and Europe led the next biggest climate goal, the
Global Methane Pledge, to bring down global methane levels significantly by 2030; this was
signed by as many as 104 countries. Despite being the third-largest methane emitter, India was
not signatory. India also was not part of the pledge to deforestation despite hosting the world’s
largest contiguous mangrove forest: the Sundarbans.

Climate change: ICMR for shift away from coal, change in cattle rearing practices

India has been a promoter of green energy to reduce carbon emission. Although the country is
yet to significantly transit to renewable energy, accounting only 22.5% of nationwide electricity
production, India has been leading the global movement towards solar power. The country
cofounded the International Solar Alliance (ISA) along with France – an alliance with more than
120 countries to promote solar energy. To strengthen India’s stand for renewable energy like
solar energy, India has signed to the Glasgow Breakthrough Agenda in this year’s COP26 along
with over 35 other nations to promote clean energy and make it more affordable.

Compared to China’s 28.4%, the U.S.’s 19.8% and some North European country’s 100%
transition to renewable energy for power, there is much room for improvement in India.
However, there are two key struggles that India has to deal with when transitioning to green
energy: the consumption of the world’s second largest population base and the lack of adequate
available renewable energy options. Countries such as Iceland and Norway have the privilege to
depend almost entirely on hydroelectricity adequate enough for a small population such as
theirs. Countries with a similar population scale to India such as China and the U.S. have been
relying significantly on nuclear power to cut down on carbon emissions which India cannot
facilitate due to not being a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. India did commit to
transiting to green energy for meeting at least half of nation-wide power consumptions.
However, the country requires significant measures to do so, which includes bringing down the
cost of renewable energy to make it more affordable and attractive to the general public and
private businesses.

The Indian government has been promoting green energy to abide by its COP21 climate
commitments. The Government plans to make wide use of hydrogen fuel as a better substitute
of fossil fuels and is promoting renewable energy such as solar powered energy production by
reducing tariffs and even providing for subsidising which are falling. The Indian renewable
energy industry is up against an immense financial challenge with a recent report estimating the
requirement of 2.61 trillion to install a balance capacity to achieve its target of 175 gigawatts of
renewable power by the year 2022.

https://unfccc.int/conference/glasgow-climate-change-conference-october-november-2021
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/co2-levels-poised-for-record-high/article25674341.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/co2-levels-poised-for-record-high/article25674341.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/prime-minister-narendra-modi-addresses-cop26-un-climate-summit-in-glasgow/article37292550.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/cop26-summit-leaders-pledge-to-cut-methane-and-save-forests/article37309029.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/explained-where-does-india-stand-on-methane-emissions/article37362589.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/explained-where-does-india-stand-on-methane-emissions/article37362589.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-clean-energy-transition-plan-for-india/article37131191.ece


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

India’s 450GW renewable energy goal by 2030 doable, says John Kerry

India has faced numerous economic adversities in recent years. The country is still reeling from
the impact of demonetisation in 2016 that left GDP growth rate falling ever since. Foreign
investment in India has also been declining since 2018.

The COVID-19 pandemic that hit in early 2020 further pushed down GDP growth, severely
impacting several industries. Scarce resources are being used for economic survival. The
Government is desperately trying to aid its economy by subsidising various industries during the
COVID-19 pandemic as well as vaccinating its population to prevent another wave as worse as
the COVID-19 Delta variant wave that had hit India earlier. The country is going through a
resource constraint, having to choose between priorities.

Setting the tone at Glasgow, the job ahead in Delhi

Meeting climate goals with a population of 1.3 billion while combating the novel coronavirus
pandemic has been a challenge for the world’s largest democracy. India does not have privilege
like its peers from the developed world to financially support all of its economy, people and the
climate. It is no surprise that Mr. Modi had to ask the international community for a new financial
commitment to achieve the climate goals. More so, since the annual $100 billion pledge by
developed countries to the developing countries and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) back in
COP16 is yet to be disbursed.

If powerful developing economies such as India are to play a constructive role in tackling climate
change and achieving net zero target, the developed North needs to shore up its support by
taking a common responsibility to help developing countries and LDCs to pursue climate goals
as they already face the daunting tasks of fighting poverty, providing basic health-care services,
and ensuring access to education. People without food when they are hungry, medicine and
doctors when they are ill, and schools for their children cannot be expected to either relate or
appreciate the adversities of climate change being debated in a place and country which most of
them have not even heard of and leaders they hardly know.

Syed Munir Khasru is Chairman of the international think tank, The Institute for Policy,
Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG), New Delhi, India, with a presence also in Dhaka,
Melbourne, Vienna and Dubai. E-mail: munir.khasru@ipag.org
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Amul’s success does not seem to have become a catalyst for similar movements across other
agricultural commodities
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