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LONAR LAKE, SUR SAROVAR DECLARED AS RAMSAR
SITES

Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Environmental Conservation, Sustainable Development, and EIA

The Lonar Lake was created by meteorite impact.   | Photo Credit: Special Arrangement

(Subscribe to Science For All, our weekly newsletter, where we aim to take the jargon out of
science and put the fun in. Click here.)

India has 41 wetlands, the highest in South Asia, with two more added to the list of recognised
sites of international importance under the treaty of Ramsar Convention.

The Lonar lake in Maharashtra and Sur Sarovar, also known as Keetham lake, in Agra, have
been added to the list of recognised Ramsar sites.

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl
Habitat is a treaty for conservation and sustainable use of such sites. It is named after Ramsar,
the Iranian city where the treaty was signed in 1971, and places chosen for conservation under it
are given the tag ‘Ramsar site.’

Happy to note that India has added two more Ramsar sites.

Lonar lake in Maharashtra, the only crater lake of
Country.

Sur Sarovar, also known as Keetham lake, in Agra.

Wetlands are the world's natural water filters &one of the most productive ecosystem on the
planet. pic.twitter.com/SCSJypHusB

Recently, Kabartal in Bihar’s Begusarai district was recognised as a wetland of international
importance, the first such wetland in the State, under the Ramsar Convention, according to the
Union Environment Ministry.

The Asan Conservation Reserve in Dehradun, the first wetland from Uttarakhand to be
recognised by Ramsar convention, was added to the list in October this year.

The other 38 Ramsar sites in India include

The convention, signed in 1971 in the Iranian city of Ramsar, is one of the oldest inter-
governmental accord for preserving the ecological character of wetlands.

Lonar lake in Maharashtra’s Buldhana district turned pink due to ‘Haloarchaea’ microbes: probe

Also known as the Convention on Wetlands, it aims to develop a global network of wetlands for
conservation of biological diversity and for sustaining human life. Wetlands provide a wide range
of important resources and ecosystem services such as food, water, fibre, groundwater
recharge, water purification, flood moderation, erosion control and climate regulation.

Over 170 countries are party to the Ramsar Convention and over 2,000 designated sites
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covering over 20 crore hectares have been recognised under it.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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Ornamental fish industry to get a boost
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