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PROGRESS ON CHILDHOOD PNEUMONIA, DIARRHOEA
FALLING SHORT, FINDS GLOBAL STUDY

Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Environmental Pollution - Air, Water, Soil & E-waste

A file photo of diarrhoea patients getting treatment. Photo used for representational purpose
only.  

The 10th pneumonia and diarrhoea progress report card has found that health systems are
falling short of ensuring the world’s most vulnerable children access to prevention and treatment
services in the 23 countries that together account for 75% of global pneumonia and diarrhoea
deaths in children under five.

India, which is home to a large population of under-five children, accounts for a major portion of
these deaths, notes the report.

“Rollout of rotavirus vaccines, beginning in 2016, and the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine,
beginning in 2017, helped India’s scores improve. India’s exclusive breastfeeding rate, at 55%,
is among the highest of the 23 countries. However, the proportion of children receiving important
treatments, as with many other countries, remains below targets. Half of the children with
diarrhoea receive ORS (oral rehydration solution) and 20% receive zinc supplementation — to
help protect against, prevent and treat pneumonia and diarrhoea,” notes the report.

This report analyses how effectively countries are delivering 10 key interventions, including
breastfeeding, vaccination, access to care, use of antibiotics, ORS, and zinc supplementation.

Meanwhile, additional reports from organisations like Save the Children and UNICEF have noted
that, in 2017, the highest risk factors for child pneumonia death in India were: 53% caused by
child wasting, 27% by outdoor air pollution, and 22% caused by indoor air pollution from solid
fuels.

Pulmonologit Prashant Saxena from Max Hospital, Saket noted that children are the worst hit by
sustained high levels of air pollution.

These measures are proven to help prevent deaths due to these illnesses and could help
achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goal target of reducing under-five mortality to at
least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births by 2030.

The report card concludes that progress continues slowly and that the global community must
increase investment and support countries in developing smart, sustainable strategies that close
gaps and accelerate progress.

Globally, pneumonia and diarrhoea led to nearly one of every four deaths in children under five
years of age in 2017. Released ahead of World Pneumonia Day, on November 12, the 2019
Pneumonia and Diarrhoea Progress Report Card, by the International Vaccine Access Center
(IVAC) at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, describes progress in fighting
pneumonia and diarrhoea in countries with the highest absolute number of deaths, and for the
first time in countries with the highest rates of deaths from these illnesses.

The Pneumonia and Diarrhoea Progress Report, issued annually for a decade, finds as in past
years that immunisation coverage — the most frequently updated indicators in the report —
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generally makes up the highest scores. Use of exclusive breastfeeding continues to lag behind,
as does access to treatment, particularly zinc supplements for diarrhoea.

Bill Moss, Professor in the Department of International Health noted that newer vaccines such
as rotavirus and pneumococcal vaccine are not yet reaching most children in these 23 countries,
and access to treatments such as basic antibiotics and ORS is surprisingly low across most of
the countries included.

The report adds that 16 out of 23 countries assessed failed to meet the targets for any of 10
interventions to protect against and treat pneumonia and diarrhoea, as outlined in the World
Health Organisation and UNICEF’s Integrated Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control
of Pneumonia and Diarrhoea. Three of the 23 countries met the 90% target coverage rate for at
least four vaccines, while one was able to attain 90% level of coverage for all four treatment
measures.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Register to The Hindu for free and get unlimited access for 30 days.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Sign up for a 30-day free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Support quality journalism - Subscribe to The Hindu Digital

Please enter a valid email address.

The last confirmed case of WPV3 was recorded in northern Nigeria in 2012.

Researchers have found that immune cells called microglia, which play an important role in
reorganising the connections between nerve cells, fighting
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