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Stone-pelting drops 90% in J&K

Welcome change:Demonstrators throw stones at the police during a protest in Srinagar last
year.File Photo: AFPROUF BHAT  

Jammu and Kashmir Police chief S.P. Vaid has said that there has been a 90% dip in incidents of
stone-pelting in Kashmir valley this year as compared to last year and credited the people for the
improvement in the situation.

“(There is) a more than 90% fall in stone-pelting in Kashmir valley (this year) as compared to last
year. It is a huge decrease,” the Director General of Police said.

Far cry from last year

“There are weeks when there is not even a single case of stone-pelting while in a day (last year)
there used to be more than 50 incidents taking place. There is a huge change in the mood of
people,” he said. “It is a huge change. The law and order situation in Kashmir is for everybody to
see, particularly those living in Kashmir or those dealing with it,” he added.

The DGP said while National Investigation Agency raids helped, there were multiple factors at
play, including demonetisation and action against top militant commanders, that have resulted in a
drop in stone-pelting incidents. “Of course, that (NIA raids) helped, but the main credit goes to the
people of Kashmir. Probably they have also realised the futility of this and damaging their own
property and targeting the police, which also belongs to their own society,” he said.

Apart from these, detentions under the Public Safety Act also helped, he said. “I will also give
credit to the resumption of political activity,” he added.

The police chief said there has been a tremendous success as far as “Operation All-Out”, the
Army’s master plan to flush out militants from Kashmir, is concerned. “The credit goes to officers
and jawans who are working in the fields. There is very good coordination among the police, Army
and other security agencies,” he said.

‘Huge success’

“Most of the top leadership of HM (Hizbul Mujahideen) and LeT (Lashkar-e-Taiba) has been
neutralised. I think roughly 170 militants have been eliminated this year. It is a huge, huge
success,” the DGP said.
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