
cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-05-11

HOLD LOCAL BODY POLLS EVERY FIVE YEARS: SC
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Panchayats & Municipalities

Noting that years of delay in conducting elections to over 23,000 local bodies in Madhya
Pradesh “borders on the breakdown of the rule of law”, the Supreme Court on Tuesday declared
that State Election Commissions across the country cannot skip its constitutional obligation to
conduct polls to Local Bodies every five years.

A Bench said election commissions cannot reel out grounds like ongoing delimitation or
formation of new wards to delay elections where it was due or even overdue.

“Ongoing activity of delimitation or formation of ward cannot be a legitimate ground to be set
forth by any authority, much less the State Election Commission, to not discharge its
constitutional obligation in notifying the election programme at the opportune time and to ensure
that the elected body is installed before the expiry of the five-year term of the outgoing elected
body,” it held.

The court found that besides a “staggering” 23,000 rural local bodies, polls had not been held in
321 urban local bodies in Madhya Pradesh since 2019-2020. The court directed the Madhya
Pradesh State Election Commission to announce the election programmes to the local bodies.

“All concerned are obliged to ensure that the newly elected body is installed in every local body
before the expiry of five years of the outgoing elected body. Even in case of dissolution before
the expiry of five years period, where an Administrator is required to be appointed by the State,
that regime cannot be continued beyond six months by virtue of relevant provisions in the
respective State legislations,” the court held.

It said the constitutional mandate to hold periodic polls was “inviolable”.
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