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INCIDENCE OF CANCER SET TO RISE: LANCET STUDY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The study is aimed at helping the global community scale up chemotherapy provisions.   | Photo
Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

Between 2018 and 2040, the number of patients requiring first-course chemotherapy annually
will increase from 9.8 million to 15 million.

A study published in The Lancet, Oncology estimates that a steady growth curve of patients
(eligible for chemotherapy) will be seen in low and middle income countries going from 63% in
2018 to 67% in 2040.

The most common indications for chemotherapy worldwide in 2040 will be lung cancer 16.4%,
breast cancer 12.7% and colorectal cancer 11.1%.

“We estimated that in 2018, 65,000 cancer physicians were required worldwide to deliver
optimal chemotherapy — a figure that we estimate will rise to 1,00,000 by 2040 [with estimates
ranging from 50,000 to 1,50,000 depending on workload,’’ the study noted.

This first of its kind study is aimed at helping the global community scale up chemotherapy
provisions. “Strategic investments in chemotherapy service provision and cancer physicians are
needed to meet the projected increased demand for chemotherapy in 2040,’’ it said.

It adds that the incidence of cancer (excluding non-melanomatous skin cancers) is projected to
rise from 17.0 million to 26.0 million between 2018 and 2040. A large proportion of these
patients would derive the benefit from chemotherapy, but no studies so far have quantified
current and projected global chemotherapy demands.

The study conducted by researchers, including those at the UNSW Sydney, the Ingham Institute
for Applied Medical Research, the Liverpool Cancer Therapy Centre and the International
Agency for Research on Cancer, Lyon looked at data for the incidence of 29 types of cancer in
183 countries in 2018, and projections of incidence in 2040, were obtained.

An Indian study “Projections of number of cancer cases in India by cancer groups’’ has noted
that for the country the cancer cases are likely to go up from 9,79,786 cases in 2010 to
11,48,757 cases in 2020.
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Errors in thinking can often lead to relationship disturbances, but there are ways to improve
mental well-being

Detox is so 2018. The thing to do this year is to reset. To pretend that the old did not exist —
that you (I) did not overeat, overdrink and
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