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New Delhi, March 26: India has protested to the World Food Programme (WFP) against the
supply under the ‘Operation Flood Programme’ of large quantities of milk powder and ghee
found unfit for human consumption. This was stated by the Minister of State for Agriculture Prof.
Sher Singh, in the Rajya Sabha to-day when he was questioned both by Congress and
Opposition members for allowing the distribution of damaged milk powder and ghee received
from the WFP in parts of the country. Members expressed their horror and shock over the
disposal of what they called “rotten” commodities among the vulnerable sections of the society.
Replying to a call attention motion tabled by Mrs. Sumita Kulkarni (Cong.) and two others, Prof.
Sher Singh said 4,084 tonnes of skimmed milk powder and 742 tonnes of ghee, rejected the
Indian Dairy Corporation as unsuitable for recombination into liquid milk, were disposed of by the
World Food Programme to various agencies in the country. The damaged commodities
disposed of by the WFP included 3, 184 tonnes of milk powder and 519 tonnes of ghee for
refugee relief. The Maharashtra Forest Development Board and the Rajasthan Canal Board also
received the milk powder and ghee. Besides, some quantities were also sold to bakeries and
other food processors. Prof. Sher Singh said part of these “damaged” quantities was “only not
suitable for recombination into liquid milk but was otherwise suitable for human consumption.”
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Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The
Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by
logging into their accounts on Vuukle.
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