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INDIA TO BE TB-FREE BY 2025: MANSUKH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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A 19% increase was witnessed in 2021 from the previous year in TB patients’ notifications.

The number of incident TB patients (new and relapse) notified during 2021 was 19,33,381
against the 16,28,161 in 2020, noted India TB Report 2022 released on Thursday.

On World Tuberculosis Day on Thursday, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to making India tuberculosis–free by 2025 and said this will be
achieved by ensuring access to quality healthcare and advanced treatment.

“Tuberculosis is a preventable and treatable disease. On World TB Day, we reaffirm
commitment to make India TB–free by 2025 by ensuring access to quality healthcare and
advanced treatment. Together we can and we will eliminate TB,” he tweeted.

The report said despite the brief decline in TB notifications observed around the months
corresponding to the two major COVID–19 waves, the National Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme (NTEP) reclaimed these numbers.

It said 18 States have committed to ending TB by 2025 by formally implementing State–specific
Strategic Plans and have gone a step ahead to devise a district–specific strategic plan, which
shall serve as a guiding tool for the programme managers and staff.

“The fight against tuberculosis encountered setbacks in decades of gains. However, the
pandemic also forged pathways to ingenious solutions, health–system strengthening and the
ever–expanding reach of the public health programme delivery,” it said.

The government also released the National TB Prevalence Survey Report which was conducted
from 2019 to 2021 to know the actual disease burden of TB at the national level.

Rise in mortality rate

The reports said there has been an increase in the mortality rate due to all forms of TB between
2019 and 2020 by 11%.

The survey report said prevalence of microbiologically confirmed pulmonary tuberculosis (PTB)
among 15 years and above in India was 316/lakh population with the highest PTB prevalence of
534/lakh in Delhi and the lowest PTB prevalence of 115/lakh in Kerala.
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