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INITIATIVES BY GOVERNMENT FOR REDUCING
GENDER GAP IN ALL ASPECTS OF SOCIAL,
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL LIFE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

As per the Global Gender Gap Index Report 2020 published by the World Economic Forum,
India ranks 112 out of 153 countries with a score of 0.668 out of 1. India ranked 108 out of 149
countries with a score of 0.665 as per the Global Gender Gap Index Report 2018. Thus, India’s
performance has marginally improved from 0.665 in 2018 to 0.668 in 2020.

Global Gender Gap Index (GGGI) consists of four dimensions, namely, (i) economic
participation and opportunity (ii) educational attainment (iii) health and survival, and (iv) political
empowerment. As per the computational mechanism of GGGI, highest performance score on
each of these four dimensions is 1. According to the GGGI Report 2020 India has scored 0.354
in economic participation and opportunity, 0.962 in educational attainment, 0.944 in health and
survival and 0.411 in political empowerment.

In order to improve India’s status in this index, this Ministry has adopted two-pronged strategy (i)
Monitoring the performance by engagement with Publishing Agency of GGGI, namely, World
Economic Forum (ii) Identification of Reform Areas and Reform Actions in consultation with
concerned Ministries and Departments.

Some major initiatives taken by Government of India for removing the gender gap in all aspect of
social, economic and political life are as follows:

Economic Part ic ipat ion & Opportunity and Health & Survival :  Var ious
programmes/Schemes that are intended towards women development and empowerment are:

Educational Attainment: Several steps and initiatives have been taken up in school
education system such as National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2005 and flagship
programme like Samagra Shiksha and the subsequent Right to Education Act (RTE).
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) have been opened in Educationally
Backward Blocks (EBBs). Gender sensitisation is also done which includes gender
sensitization Module - part of in-service training, construction of toilets for girls,
construction of residential quarters for female teachers and curriculum reforms.

 

Political Participation: To bring women in the mainstream of political leadership at the grass
root level, government has reserved 33% of the seats in Panchayati Raj Institutions for women.
Capacity Building of Panchayat Stakeholders including Elected Women Representatives
(EWRs) of Ministry of Panchayati Raj is conducted with a view to empowering women to
participate effectively in the governance processes.

 

(c) Gender Budget has been made a part of Union Budget of India since 2005 that entails fund
allocation towards programmes/schemes dedicated to women. Through this effort the
Government is continuously promoting gender parity/equality with a focus on alleviating gender
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gap in all sectors and at all levels of governance. As per the Gender Budget Statement,
Government has earmarked Rs.153326.28 Crore for FY 2021-22 to be used by the Ministries
towards schemes/programmes aimed at reducing gender gap in all aspects of social, economic
and political life.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.
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Capacity Building of Panchayat Stakeholders including Elected Women Representatives
(EWRs) of Ministry of Panchayati Raj is conducted with a view to empowering women to
participate effectively in the governance processes.

 

(c) Gender Budget has been made a part of Union Budget of India since 2005 that entails fund
allocation towards programmes/schemes dedicated to women. Through this effort the
Government is continuously promoting gender parity/equality with a focus on alleviating gender
gap in all sectors and at all levels of governance. As per the Gender Budget Statement,
Government has earmarked Rs.153326.28 Crore for FY 2021-22 to be used by the Ministries
towards schemes/programmes aimed at reducing gender gap in all aspects of social, economic
and political life.
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