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INDIA, JAPAN SPACE AGENCIES REVIEW
COOPERATION
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Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) headquarters in Bengaluru.   | Photo Credit:
REUTERS

Indian and Japanese space agencies on Thursday reviewed cooperation in earth observation,
lunar cooperation and satellite navigation, and also agreed to explore opportunities for
cooperation in “space situational awareness and professional exchange programme”.

This was agreed during a bilateral meeting between the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) held virtually.

“Both agencies signed an Implementing Arrangement for collaborative activities on rice crop
area and air quality monitoring using satellite data,” an ISRO statement said.

India and Japan are already working on a joint lunar polar exploration (LUPEX) mission and the
two space agencies have been working on the mission that aims to send a lander and rover to
the Moon’s south pole around 2024.

Early this month, India and Italy decided to explore opportunities in earth observation, space
science and robotic and human exploration.

Last month, India and Australia signed an amendment to the MoU which will build on the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. Both countries are also in discussions for Australia to
host vital tracking infrastructure to support the Gaganyaan manned space flight mission.
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We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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