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GOOGLE DOODLE CELEBRATES BIRTH
ANNIVERSARY OF INDIA’S SATELLITE MAN U.R. RAO

Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Space Technology & related matters

Google Doodle today celebrates the 89th birthday of Indian professor and scientist Udupi
Ramachandra Rao, under whose guidance, the first Indian satellite 'Aryabhata' was launched in
1975. He helped design and launch over 18 satellites for advancing India’s communication, and
meteorological services.

He was the fourth Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) during its critical
formative years between 1984 and 1994. He boosted the development of rocket technology
leading to the successful launch of the Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle (ASLV) and the
operational Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).

Prof. Rao also initiated the development of the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle
(GSLV) and the development of cryogenic technology in 1991.

U.R. Rao, genial genius of ISRO

He had published over 350 scientific and technical papers and authored many books.

He was the recipient of many national and international awards. He was awarded 'Padma
Bhushan' in 1976 and ‘Padma Vibhushan’ in 2017.

Prof. U.R. Rao became the first Indian Space Scientist to be inducted into the “Satellite Hall of
Fame” at Washington DC, the U.S. in 2013. He also became the first Indian Space Scientist to
be inducted into the “IAF Hall of Fame” in Mexico.

Also read: U.R. Rao: The scientist who loved interacting with children

He passed away in 2017.
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*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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